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Tachnical  and  Bibliographic  Notas/Notaa  tachniquas  at  bibiiographiquaa 


Tha  Inatituta  tias  attamptad  to  obtain  tlia  bart 
originai  copy  avaiiabia  for  fiiming.  Faatura*  of  tliia 
copy  which  may  ba  bibiiographically  uniq  ja, 
which  may  altar  any  of  tha  imaqaa  in  tha 
raproductlon,  or  which  may  aignificanlly  chdnga 
tha  uaual  mathod  of  fiiming,  ara  chaclcad  ba'ow. 
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Colourad  covara/ 
Couvartura  da  jouiaur 

Covara  damagad/ 
Couvarturo  andommagte 

Covara  rastorad  and/cr  laminatad/ 
Couvartura  raataurte  at/ou  paliiculte 

Covar  titia  miaaing/ 

La  titra  da  couvartura  manrna 


I     I   Colourad  mapa/ 


Cartaa  gtographiquaa  an  couiaur 

Colourad  inic  (i.a.  othar  than  biua  or  blacic)/ 
Encra  da  couiaur  (i  a.  autra  qua  blaua  ou  noira) 
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Pianchaa  at/ou  iiluatrationa  an  couiaur 

Bound  with  othar  matarial/ 
RaiiA  avac  d'autraa  documanta 

Tight  binding  may  cauaa  ahadowa  or  diatortion 
along  intarior  margin/ 

La  re  iiura  aarrAa  paut  cauaar  da  I'ombra  ou  da  la 
diatortion  la  long  da  la  marga  intAriaura 

Blank  laavaa  addad  during  raatoratioii  may 
appaar  within  tha  taxt.  Wttanavar  poaaibia,  thaaa 
hava  baan  omittad  from  filming/ 
11  aa  paut  qua  cartainaa  pagaa  blanchaa  ajout^aa 
lora  d'una  raatauration  apparaiaaant  dana  la  taxta, 
mala,  loraqua  cala  Atait  poaaibia,  cas  pagaa  n'ont 
paa  4tA  f  iim^aa. 
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L'Inatitut  a  microfilm^  la  maillaur  axamplaira 
qu'il  iui  a  4ti  poaaibia  da  sa  procurar.  Laa  ditaiia 
da  cat  axamplaira  qui  aont  paut-Atra  uniquaa  du 
point  da  vua  bibiiographiqua,  qui  pauvant  modifiar 
una  imaga  raproduita.  ou  qui  pauvant  axigar  una 
modification  dana  la  mithoda  normaia  da  filmaga 
aont  indiqute  ci-daaaoua. 
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Pagaa  wholly  or  partially  obacurad  by  arrata 
aiipa,  tiaauaa,  ate,  hava  baan  rafiimad  to 
anaura  tha  baat  poaaibia  imaga/ 
Laa  pagaa  totalemant  ou  partiallamant 
obacurciaa  par  un  fauillat  d'arrata,  una  paiura, 
ate,  ont  it*  fiimiaa  A  nouvaau  da  fapon  A 
obtanir  la  maiiiaura  imaga  poaaibia. 
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Tha  copy  filmad  hara  haa  baan  raproducad  thanka 
to  tha  ganaroaity  of: 

Douglas  Library 
Quaan's  Univarsity 

Tha  imagas  appaaring  hara  ara  tha  bast  quality 
possibia  considaring  tha  condition  and  laglbility 
of  tha  original  copy  and  in  Itaaping  with  tha 
filming  contract  spacif icationa. 


L'axamplaira  filmtl  fut  raproduit  grica  A  la 
g4n4roait4  da: 

Douglas  Library 
Quaan's  Univsrslty 

Laa  imagaa  suivnntas  ont  #tA  raproduitas  avac  la 
plua  grand  aoin,  compta  tanu  da  la  condition  at 
da  la  nattat6  da  I'axampiaira  filmA,  at  an 
conformity  avac  laa  conditions  du  contrat  da 
filmaga. 


Original  copiaa  in  printad  papar  covara  ara  filmad 
baginning  with  tha  front  covar  and  anding  on 
tha  laat  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatratad  impraa- 
aion,  or  tha  bacit  coi/ar  whan  appropriata.  All 
othar  original  copiaa  ara  filmad  baginning  on  tha 
first  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatratad  impraa- 
sion,  and  anding  on  tha  last  paga  with  a  printad 
or  illuatratad  imprassion. 
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Laa  axamplairas  originaux  dont  la  couvarture  an 
papiar  aat  imprimAa  sont  fiimAs  an  commandant 
par  la  pramiar  plat  at  an  tarminant  soit  par  la 
darniAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'imprassion  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  la  sacond 
plat,  aalon  la  cas.  Tous  laa  autras  axamplairas 
originaux  aont  filmte  an  commanpant  par  la 
pramiAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'imprassion  ou  d'illustration  at  an  tarminant  par 
la  darniira  paga  qui  comporta  una  talla 
amprainta. 


Tha  last  racordad  frama  on  aach  microficha 
shall  contain  tha  symbol  — ^>  (moaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  tha  symbol  V  (moaning  "END"), 
whichavar  applias. 


Un  das  symbolas  suivants  apparattra  sur  la 
darnlAra  imaga  da  chaqua  microficha,  salon  la 
cas:  la  symbols  — ►  signifia  "A  SUIVRE",  la 
symbols  ▼  signifia  "FIN". 
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Mapa,  platas,  charts,  ate,  may  ba  filmad  at 
diffarant  raduction  ratioa.  Thosa  too  larga  to  ba 
antiraly  includad  in  ona  axposura  ara  filmad 
baginning  in  tha  uppar  laft  hand  cornar,  laft  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  framaa  as 
raquirad.  Tha  following  diagrams  illustrata  tha 
mathod: 


Laa  cartaa,  planchaa,  tablaaux,  ate,  pauvant  Atra 
filmte  A  daa  taux  da  reduction  diffirants. 
Lorsqua  la  documant  ast  trop  grand  pour  Atra 
raproduit  an  un  saul  ciichA,  11  ast  filmA  A  [>artir 
da  I'angia  supAriaur  gaucha,  da  gaucha  A  droita, 
at  da  haut  an  bas,  an  pranant  la  nombra 
d'imagas  nAcassaira.  Las  diagrammas  suivants 
iilustrant  la  mithoda. 
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LETTERS 


T  O    THE 


Dutchefs  of  Lesdiguieres; 

Giving  an  Account  of  a 

VOYAGE  to  CANADA, 

AND 

Travels  through  that  vaft  Country, 

AND  ^^fZ.' 

Louisiana,   to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

UNDERTAKEN 

By  Order  of  the  prefent  King  of  FRyiNCE, 
By  Father  CHARLEVOIX. 


Being  a  more  full  and  accurate  De- 
fcription  of  Canada,  and  the  neigh- 
bourinej  Countries  than  has  been 
before  publifiied  ;  the  Charafter  of 
every  Nation  or  Tribe  in  that  vaft 
Tra£l  being  given  j  their  Religion, 
Cuftoms,  Manners,  Traditions,  Go- 
vernment,,|,anguages,  and  Towns  j 
the  Trade"^^ried  on  with  them, 
and  at  what  Places ;  the  Ports  or 
Forts,  and  Settlements,  eftabliftied 
by  the  French  \  the  great  Lakes, 
Water-Falls,  and  Rivers,  with  the 
Manner  of  navigating  themj  the 


Mines,  Fifheries,  Plants,  and  Ani- 
mals of  thefe  Countries. 

With  Reflexions  on  the  MiAake.s  the 
French  have  committed  in  cany-ng 
on  their  Trade  and  Settlements; 
and  the  moil  proper  Method  of 
proceeding  pointed  out. 

Including  alfo  an  Account  of  the  Au- 
thor's Shipwreck  in  the  Channel  of 
Bahama,  and  Return  in  a  Boat  to 
the  MiJJtJfipp'u  along  the  Coaft  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  with  his  Voy- 
age from  ihence  to  St»  Domin^tf 
and  back  to  France, 


•^c^ 


Printed  for  R.  Goadby,  and  Sold  by  R.  Baldwin  in  Pater 
NosTBR-Row,  London.  1763/ 
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ABENAQUIS,  the  Village  of 
thefc  Savages  at  Beckancourt,  5*. 
their  Village  at  St,  Francois^  60.  of 
their  Nations,  i  iz. 

jVgonquins,  of  the  jUgonqu'm  Language, 
112.  the  Lower  jvgonquim,  112. 
the  Higher  >i/jfOffyBi»j,  113.  Charac- 
ter of  the  Algonquin  Language,  izi. 
Particularities  of  this  Language, 
122.  Difference  between  the  People 
of  the  Huron  Nations  and  the  AU 
gonquittSf  123.  Origin  of  the  War 
which  the  Algonqnins  and  the  Hu- 
rom  have  maintained  againft  the  Iro- 
quois, 124.  and  Sequel  of  this  War, 
126. 

Anttcofitf  Ifle,  its  Defcription,  13. 

Arms,  oifenfive  and  defenlive,  of  the 
Savages,  143. 

Afftnihoih,  Savages,  their  Character ; 
Lake  of  the  Affinibtih,  110,  iii. 

AJh  Trees,  of  Canada,  93. 

Mour,  a  Pink  of  the  Company's ;  the 

Author  embarks  in  it,   345.   the 

Ship  ill  commanded,  346.  fets  fail, 

'  347.  the  bad  Management  of  this 

Ship,  and  its  Wreck,  349. 

Akanjas,  a  Savage  Nation :  Defcripti- 
<in  of  the  River  of  the  Akanjas  j 
diffetent  Tribes  of  thefe  People, 
306,  307.  Mortality  among  them, 

307- 

Ambaffadors,  their  Reception  and  Au- 
dience by  the  Natchez,  322. 

Apatache:,  a  Savage  Nation,  363. 

Apparitions,  how  the  Savages  come  to 
believe  them,  275. 

Mtwuinsf  Jugglers  of  Axadiat  Z70. 
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Bank,  the  Great,  of  Newfoundland, 
defcribed,  a.  Caufe  of  the  Wind 
and  Fogs  there,  3. 

Bay,  Hudfon's,  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Its  Environs,  107.  and  the  follow- 
ing;  other  Savages  of  this  Bay, 

Bay,  of  the  Tfonnonthouans,  its  Defcrip- 
tion, 145. 

Bay,  of  the  Noquets,  aoi. 

Bay,  of  the  Puans,  or  fimply,  the  Bay, 
a  Fort  and  Miflion  In  this  Place, 
203.  the  Savages  of  this  Bay  dance 
the  Calumet,  207. 

Beech  Tree,  94. 

Bear,  Preparations  and  SuperiUtions 
of  the  Savages  for  hunting  this  Ani- 
mal, ^5.  The  Bear  is  fi\  Months 
without  eating,  56.  Thf;  Manner 
of  hunting  the  Bear ;  r.  ridiculous 
Ceremony  when  a  Bear  is  killed  ; 
how  the  Hunters  are  received  at 
their  Return,  57.  Some  Particula- 
rities of  the  Bear,  58. 

Beaver,  Difference  of  that  of  Canada 
from  that  of  Europe,  38.  Of  their 
Fur,  39.  Anatomical  Defcription  of 
this  Animal,  39,  40.  Of  the  fat  and 
dry  Beaver  Skins,  41,  42.  Different 
Ufes  of  the  Fur,  42.  The  Induitry 
and  Labours  of  the  Beavers,  42, 4?, 
&c.  TheirForefight,44, 45.  Oftho 
Land  Beavers,  45.  Of  huntini;  the 
Beaver,  46.  Some  Particularities  of 
this  Creature,  47. 

Beckancourt,  its  Situation,  50.   River 

of  the  fame  Name;  why  called  the 

Stinking  River,    50,  51,     Of  the 

A  Abtnaqui 
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jfl/enajui  Villa^<!  of  Beckartcourt,  5?,. 

^irt^'t  various  Kinds  of,  88.  The  Fly 
Birri,  8^,  How  it  differs  from  the 
Hiimming.Bird  v->f  the  Iflands,  90. 

Buffaloe,  Hunting  t''e  Buffaioe  in  Ca- 
>iaJa,  68.  Defcription  of  this  Ani- 
mal, 68. 

Bull-mujk,  Dcfcription  of  this  Animal, 
69. 

Bahama,  Paflage  thro'  the  Channel, 
375.  Route  we  muft  tike  to  po 
from  thence  to  5/.  Domingn,  '3/6. 
Old  Channel  of  Bahama,  376. 

Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  343. 

Bay  ojf  Afiitanza,  dcfcribed,  375. 

Ba/rje,  Ifle  of,  or  TLoulouJt,  Salt  Springs 
here,  335. 

Bayagouljs,  a  Savage  Nation,  330. 

B<an  Tret,  of  Canada^  125. 

Bellona,it  Vfeflcl  of  the  Company,  tlie 
Author  emhai  Ks  \x\  it,  37 1 .  Ihe  Go- 
vernoi'  of  ttio  Havannab  refufes  to 
l0t  this  VelTel  enter  his  Fort,  374. 
Wiftakc  of  the  Pilots  in  their  Reck- 
oning, 377.  Difficulties  tliey  are  un- 
der on  diicovering  Land,  the  ?  efo- 
lutionthey  take,  377.  Unexpected 
Succefs  of  their  Attempt,  378.  Ar- 
rival at  Capt  Francois,  379. 

Bllox't,  Arrival  at,  340.  Defcriptipn  of 
the  Coafl  &  Road  of  Blloxi,  whence 
it  had  this  Name,  34c,  341.  Climate 
of  B'tlox'i,  Departure  from  thence, 

344.  Obfervations  on  t'lis  Coaft, 

345.  Return  of  the  Author  and  Fart 
of  the  Crew  of  the  Ailour  to  BUvxi, 
367.  SecQTid,  Dej^arture  from  this 
Place,  371. 


Calumet,  of  the  Calumet  of  the  Saya- 
ges,  and  its  Ufe,  133,  134.  Of  it? 
Origin.  ^34, 1? 5.  Dtfoription  of  the 
Dance  of  the  Calumet,  207.  Trea- 
ties made  by  Means  of  this  Dance, 
2o8. 

Canada,  faife  Notions  People  had  of  it 
in  Frarce,  31.  Miftakes  that  were 
made  at  the  firft  Settleircnt,  31,32. 
Ill  Conduft  in  Refi>eft  to  the  Skin 
Trade,  33.  Of  Licences,  and  their 
Abufes,  34,  35.  Various  Changes 
in  the  Money,  36,  37,  &c.  The 
Pifierence  of  the  Beaver  of  Canada 


fro  n  that  of  Europe,  38.  Of  the 
Lordlhips  of  Canada,  49.  The  riglic' 
of  Patronage  not  attached  to  theni. 
Gentlemen  are  allowed  to  tr.ide,  50. 
Canada  not  known  in  France  but  i>y 
its  worfl  Side ;  exceffive  Cold  tliere, 
56,  The  happy  Condition  of  its  In- 
tiabitanrs,  102.  its  Lxtent,  109. 
Of  the  Vines  of  this  Country,  laS. 
Why  tlie  Trees  have  no  Leaves  in 
tlie  Moi.tli  of  May,  130. 

Canadians,  Creoles  of  Canada,  thsu*  hap- 
jiy  Condition,  1 02.  Many  know  not 
how  to  make  Advantage  of  it,  102. 
Good  and  bad  Qualities  of  the  Cw 
oles,  lO'?,  104,  &c. 

Canus,  Dcfcription  of  tlie  Canoes  of 
Bark,  118. 

Carcajou,  Or  Siu'viqua'jou,  how  it  bunts 
the  Ori_ir«^/,  66,  67.  s     i '>^ 

Cardinal  Bird,  in  Canada,  89. 

Cai'ihoti,  Dcfcription  of  this  Creature, 

67. 

Cajionchiagon,  River,  its  Dcfcription, 
144. 

Cajlor,  of  the  Hies,  and  the  Nation  of 
the  Cartor,  (Beaver)  195. 

Cjjiorcian,  what  it  is,  41. 

Cataiacou'i,  Reflexions  on  the  Fort  of 
Catardccui,  and  on  the  Way  they 
take  to  go  to  it,  117.  Defcription 
of  this  Fort,  120.  Route  from  this 
Place  to  ham'tne  Bay ;  a  Dt,fcription 
of  the  Country,  128,  129. 

Cedars,  of  two  Species  in  Canada,  93. 
.  Cedars  white  and  red,  171. 

Chavihly  Fort,  its  Situation,  83,  84. 

Charlevoix,  Author  of  thefe  Letters,. 
fets  fail,  2,  Efcapes  a  Storm,  4. 
How  lie  is  received  by  the  Poute- 
euatamUi,  175.  His  Departure  from, 
Detroit  \p  t?0  to .  MuhillimakinaCf 
190.  An  Adventuie  tliat  .hap- 
peoed  to  him  in  the  River  St.  Jo- 
ffph,  123.  His  Departure  from  Fort 
St.  "Jiiffphf  272.  'ihe  News  he  hears, 
at  Pimiteouy,  he  finds  liimfelf  be- 
tween four  Parties  of  £neniies,284. 
His  Uifikulties,  285.  The  Care  of 
the  Chief  for  his  Safety,  287.  He 
baptize  the  Daughter  of  this  Chief, 
288.  His  Departure  from  the  iVar- 
chez,  326.  He  embarks  in  the  ji- 
dour,  345.  He  arrives  at  Havre  de. 
Grace,  384. 


CONTENTS. 


Chiffs,  c  the  Savages ;  Remarks  on 
their  Names,  i8i.  Of  the  Succel- 
fjon  and  Elefti  n  of  the  Chiefs,  and 
of  their  Power,  iSi,  i8z.  Ot  the 
War  Chiefs,  i8-z. 

aj,  of  the  Cod  and  the  Fifhery,  &c. 
S,  6. 

C'v/rf,  c:;ceflrive,  in  Canmij,  96,  97,  Tlie 
Jnconveniencies  of  it,  97.  Reflexion 
on  the  Caufcs  of  the  great  Cold,  98, 

Cempafs,  Remark  on  the  Variation  of 
the  Compafs,  17. 

Ccpptr,  Mines  of  Copper  on  the  Bor- 
ders of  tlic  Ul'per  Loke,  I94. 

C'iunai,  of  three  Savage  Nations  lield 
with  the  Commandant  of  Detroit, 
the  Refult  of  it,  173,  174,  Of  the 
Afflftants,  or  Counfellors,  in  the 
Councils  of  the  Savages,  iSz.  The 
Wifdom  of  thefe  Countils,  183.  Of 
tl>e  Orators  who  have  a  Right  to 
fpeak  in  them,  184. 

Cn'mans,   in  the  River  of  the  Tafout, 

309- 
Cacijue,   Defcription    pf   i..e    Grand 

Cacique,  378. 

Ca/>e  hran,ois,  of  St.  Domingo,  its  De- 
fcription, 380.  Of  the  I'lain  of  the 
Cape,  Obfervations  on  this  Colony 
381,  38Z.  Departure  from  the  Cape, 
382. 

CaJJint,  or  yhakchine,  a  Shnib,  the 
Virtue  of  its  Leaves,  341. 

ChaouacLas,  a  Savage  Nation,  334. 

Chopltcu'ias,  a  Savage  Nation,  33a. 

Chitimachas,  a  Savage  Nation,  330. 

Chicackas,  a  Savage  Nation,  305.  River 
•of  the  Chicaciias,  305. 

Colapijfai,  a  Savage  Nation,  330. 

CJd,  extreme,  301,  303. 

Cotton,  on  the  Tree  in  Louijiava,  31a, 
Remark  on  the  Root  of  the  Tree 
that  bears  it,  329. 

Crtiv,  of  the  Adour,  Meafures 
take  to  fave  themfelves,  351. 
Pafl"engers  diftruft  them,  352. 
turbances  in  the  Ship,  354. 
Steadinefsof  the  Officers,  355.  An 
Englijh  Ship  endeavours  in  vain  to 
fuccour  them,  -^s?.  They  deliberate 
on  the  Courfe  they  are  to  take, 3 58. 
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Oah,  of  two  Species  in  Canada,  93. 

Ontrrio,  Defcription  of  the  Soutli 
Coafl  of  Lake  Ontario,  136. 

Onneyouth,  Courage  of  an  Onreyoutb 
Captain,  burnt  by  the  Huron'.,  166. 

Orignal,  or  Elk.  Defcription  of  this 
Animal,  64.  The  proper  Time  to 
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Ways  of  chacini;  h;,n,  61;,  6(j, 
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City,  332,  333.  The  State  of  it  at 
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Otiabache,  River.     Its  Situation,  303. 

Oianas,  a  Savage  Nation,  330. 

Oyflcrs,  of  two  Sorts  on  the  Coaft  of 
Florida,  360. 


Partridges,  three  Sorts  in  Canada,  M. 
Peltry,  ill  Conduft   in  Refped  to  tlti^j 
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call  tl;c  (mall  Peltry,  70. 
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Porcelain,  of    Canada,    13?..     O.'    th(? 

Striries,    Necklaces,     or   Belt/    of 
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Pirates,  Ingenuity  of  the  Englip  to 
catch  them,  384, 
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fcription  oi  this  Port,'383. 

Ptinf,  cut  cflf,  308.    Second  Point  cut 
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Rartit'Snake,  its    Defcription.      Re- 

mi:dy  for  itsBite,  91. 
Recollets,   Defcription  of  their  Houfe 

at  Sluebec,  22. 
Richlieu,  Iflands  of  RtcbrieUf  59,   72, 

Of  Fort  Richlieu,  62. 
River,  of  Beckancourt,  50,  51. 
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Soe-tuck,  Particularities  of  that  of 
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RofierSfCipe  Rojiers,  12. 
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ferent Latitudes,  372,  373.  On  the 
Colony  of  Caft  Francois,  in  St.  D»- 
mingo,  381. 

iil^Trs,  Remarks  on  thofe  that  run 
into  Lake  Michigan,  222. 

River,  of  Father  Marquette,  222. 

River,  of  the  Illinois,  280.  Its  Courfc, 
290.  Its  Entrance  into  the  Mif~ 
fijjippi,  290. 

River  Ouabache,  or  fVabache,  303* 

River,  of  the  Cbicacbas,  305. 

River,  of  the  Akanjas,  its  Defcrip- 
tion, 306. 

River f  of  the  Tafous,  308. 
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Xiver,  (Rti)  J*8. 
Itiver,  of  Mautihf  343. 


Sagutnayp  River,  14. 

&ji/7r  Laurtme,  of  the  Gulf  of  this 
Name,  11.  Of  the  Entrance  of 
the  River  St.  Laurtna,  12.  Of  its 
Tides,  and  the  Variation  of  the 
Compafs,  16,  17.  Of  the  Fifh 
taken  in  the  Gulf  and  River  of  St. 
Laurente^  85,  86.  Defcription  of 
the  Falls  of  this  River,  116,  117, 
119. 

St.  Franult,  Ifles  and  Village  of  St, 
Francois,  59,  60.  Lake  of  St.  Fran- 
cois, 118. 

5/.  P«/,  (Bay  of)  16. 

St.  Peter's  FUh,  Defcription  of  it,  85. 

St.  Peter's  (/lands,  so.  Lake  of  St. 
Peter,  52. 

Sakis,  a  Savage  Nation,  204.  A 
Council  of  the  Sakis,  and  on  wha*: 
Occafion,  205. 

Savages,  Zeal  of  the  Chrijiian  Savages 
of  Loretto,  28.  Preparations  and 
Superftitions  of  the  Savages  for 
hunting  the  Bear,  55,  56.  The 
Manner  of  hunting  the  Bear  :  A 
ridiculous  Ceremony  when  the 
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86.  Character  of  thofe  of  the  En- 
virons of  Hudfon's  Bay,  107,  108. 
Of  the  Savages  of  the  North  of 
Canada.  112.  Other  Savages  of 
Hudfon's  Bay,  1 1 3.  The  Manner 
of  declaring  War  among  the  Sa- 
vages, 130.  Motives  which  en- 
gage the  Savages  to  make  War, 
136,  137.  See  H^ar.  The  No- 
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of  the  three  Nations  at  tiie  Fort, 
173.    The  Refiilt  of  it,  174. 
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more  eafiiy  converted  than  more 
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DivlHons    of     the    Nations    int* 
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194.     Their  Marriages,  196,  tec. 
Jealoufy  of  the  Savages,   197.    Of 
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Their  N6tion  about  thofc  who  dte 
violent  Deaths,  277.  Their  Inge'- 
nuity  to  furprize  their  Enemies, 
289.  Their  Traditions  of  the  Sia 
of  the  firft  Woman,  and  of  th,e 
Deluge,  297.  How  they  know  the 
North  when  the  Sky  is  cloudy, 
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What  paffed  between  them  and  the 
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352.  Trouble  from  the  Savages, 

353.  Who  thefe  Savages  were,  354. 
Sacrifice:,  of  the  Savages,  252. 
Sa^amitty,  the  common  food  of  the 

Savages,  238, 

Salt  Springs,  in  the  Illand  of  Tboloufe, 
or  Baliae,  335. 

SaJJltfias,  a  Tree  of  Canada,  225. 

Sea-C<nvs,  their  Defcnption,  and  how 
thejr  fifli  for  them,  81. 

Seal,  of  the  Seal  Fishery,  78.  De- 
fcriptionof  the  Seal,  and  the  feve- 
ral  Species  of  them,  79.  Ufe  of 
thcFiefh  and  Skin  of  the  Seal,  80. 
Some  Particularities  cf  thefe  Ani- 
mals, 81. 

Seln,  the  Savages  marry  the  Sein  be- 
fore they  ufe  it,  86. 

Simples,  Secrecy  of  the  Savages  con- 
cerning them,  225.  The  Lfethey 
make  of  them,  267. 

Slcux,  Savages  :  Their  Manner  of 
Living,  110. 

Sledges,  Dcfcription  of  the  Sledges 
ufed  for  carrying  the  Baggage,  142. 

Spaniards,  one  of  their  Parties  de- 
feated by  the  Savages  of  the  M//- 
fi'Uri,  204. 

Sturgeon,  how  they  fiih  for  it,  86, 

Szvcrd-Fiji,  defcription  of  this  FiHi, 
and  its  Fight  with  the  Whale,  6. 

Sf.  Mark  d""  yip  Lilac  he,  a  Fort  of  the 
Spaniards :  Defcription  of  its  En- 
virons, 362. 

St.  Jckph,  Defcription  of  the  Bay  and 
Fort  of  St.  Jojcph  :  Civilities  of 
the  Spanifi.i  Governor,  366. 

St.  Domingo,  Route  from  the  Channel 
of  fialcma  to  St,  Don'infrr,  376. 

St.  Rcfc,  Channel  and  Ifle'of  St.Bofy 
368. 

St.  Eerrard'i  Bay,  343, 
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Snul,  Thoughts  of  the  Savages  con- 
cerning its  Immortality,  254.  Their 
Notion  of  what  becomes  of  \t  when 
feparated  from  the  Body,  255.  (f 
the  Country  of  Souls,  255.  Their 
Notion  of  the  Souls  of  Beafts,  256. 

Sorcerers,  among  the  Savages,  262. 

Spirits,  The  Notion  of  the  Savages 
concerning  them,  249.     See  Genii. 

Stars,  the  Notion  of  the  Savages  of 
the  Stars  and  Planets,  297. 

Sun,  Name  of  the  Great  Chief  of  the 
Natcbez,  315. 

Sivfating,  how  the  Savages  ufe  ir, 
268. 


T.^iouffac,  Port  of  this  Name,  14. 
Tatnfjs,  a  Savage  Nation,  331. 
Tamarouas,    Nation    of    the    Illinois : 

Their  Village,  291. 
Tempejl,    and    its   fad  Conffquences, 

345- 
Temple,  of  the  Natchex  :   Its  Defcrip- 

fion,  312,  &c.     Firft  Fruits  offered 

in  the  Timple,  3 19. 
*I'heakiki,'^\\Gr  :  Its  Springs,  272,  &c. 
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Thunder,  What  the  Savages  think  of 

it,  29S. 
Tides,  of  the  River  St.  Laurence,   16, 

17.     A  Sort  of  Tides  in  the  Lakes 

of  Canada,  129. 
Tides,  at  Penfacolc,  364. 
Tobaccoy   fiicceeds  in   the  Country  of 

thi  Natcbex,  311. 
Tombs,  why,  the  Savages  carry  Provi- 

fions  to  the  Tombs,  255.     Of  their 

Tombs,  274. 
Tonihata,  Ifle  :   Its  Situation,  119. 
T'juicas,  a  Savage  Nation  :  Defcrii^tion 

of  their  Village  :    Of  their  Cliief  : 

The  State  of  this  Nation,  327. 
Touloufe,  111  and  of  Touhufe,  or  Balife, 

335- 

T'^iiric,  a  Sort  of  Wood  Pidgeons  : 
Tlieir  PnfTage  in  Canada,  101. 

Trade,  of  Brandy  :  Tlie  Diforders  it 
occafions  among  the  Iroautishf  the 
Fti!/  St.  Louis,  and  of  the  Moun- 
tain, 77. 

T>avc!r.iifr,  the  Inconveniencies  of  tra- 
velling in  Canada,  135,  136.  The 
rieafuie  and  Convcniencies  of  it, 
170. 
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Trees,  peculiar  to  CanaJn,  94.    Why 

they  have  no  Leaves  in  the  Month 

of  May,  130. 
Tripe,  of  the  Rock  :  What  it  is,  and 

the  Ufe  the  Savages  naake  of  i^ 

238. 
Turtles,  plenty  in  Acadia,  85. 
Turtle,  IHands  :    Great  Currents  be«- 

tween  them  and  the  Martyn,  ^59, 


Fercheres,  (Madam  and  Mifs  de)  :  The 
Bravery  of  thefe  two  Canadian  La- 
dies, 63. 

Vejials,  whether  or  not  among  the 
Savages,  254. 

Villages,  Form  of  thofe  of  the  Sa- 
vages, and  how  they  fortify  them, 
240,  241. 

V01VS,  of  the  Savages,  252,  253. 

UrJ'ulines,oi  S^ucbec,  2s. 
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By  the  Tranflator's  being  at  a  Difiance  from  the  Prefs,  the 
following  Errata  have  happened. 

Page  10  line  19  read  lUy  inftead  of  Race,  Page  18  line  9  Breton  inAead  of 
Britain,  Page  20  line  4  Jtt  inftead  of  de.  Page  24  line  41  Gbaplain  inftead  of 
Almoner.  Page  36  (the  Note)  ^Livr«  is  lod.  Half^nny  in^eid  o{  ji Livre  is 
It.  %d.  Page  40  line  33  irtad  inftead  of  round.  Page  60  line  19  Chaudiire  in- 
Aead of  Chandiere.  Page  61  thelaft  line  Plant  inftead  of  Plain,  Page  64  laft 
line  Sbamtit  inftead  of  Skamios.  Page  68  line  44  againft  the  fVind  inftead  of 
vuitb  the  fFind.  Page  70  line  31  after  die  Word  Kind  read  of.  Page  74  laft  line 
read  la  l>efore  Fluhe,  Page.  81  line  38  Bite  for  Bett,  Page  85  line  28  turning 
for  burning.  Page  95  line  11  Saleil  for  Soriel.  Page  97  line  40  read  no  after  the 
Word  Time.  Page  99  line  4  read  it  before  is.  Page  103  line  i^  fruitful  inftead 
of  faithful.  Page  inline  32  StanSnavia  inftead  of  Scandtnaria.  Page  1.15 
line  9  not  inftead  of  no.  Page  136  line  16  read  100  Pole:  for  70  Yards.  Page 
175  line  16  read  Grandmoib^  inftead  of  Great  Grandmotber,  Page  183  line 
21  Grandmstber  inftead  of  \7reat  Grandmother,  Page  190  line  27, 100  Poles  in- 
ftead of  70  Yards.  Page  204  line  44  Chaplains  inftead  of  Almoners.  Page  205 
line  12  Chaplain  inftead  nf  Jf-ntntr,  Page  232  read  Letter  XXII.  inftead  of 
XXVI.  Page  238  line  45  Iksaim  inftead  of  Wheat.  Page  239  line  14  read 
Majs  inftead  of  Mefs,  Page  269  line  36  Wood  of  White  Fir  inftead  of  Wood 
•f  Epinette,  Page  283  line  8  if  inftead  of  ibif.  Page  284  line  8  Stragglers  m- 
itead  of  Staplers,  Page  395  line  5  read  Seine  for  Siene.  Page  338  read  Great 
Gainers  hy  inftead  of  Great  hy  Gainers.  In  feveral  Places  from  Page  345  read 
Bihxi  iimead  of  ibe  BHoai.  Page  373  line  18  read  in  inftead  of  the.  Page  376 
line  25  reckoned  inftead  of  rtckmd^  Page  379  line  3  by  Soft  inftead  of  If 
North  Eajf, 
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Advertisement  of  the  Translator. 

ALthough  thefe  Letters  were  begun  to  be  written  in  the 
Year  1720,  yet  the  Writer  hasj  by  Notes,  taken  Notice 
of  what  material  Alterations  have  been  made  Ance. — It  is,  be- 
yond Doubt,  the  moil  perfefl  Account  of  'Canada  that  is  extant. 
And  it  is  faid  that  it  was  from  this  Work  in  particular  that  our 
Minifters  formed  their  Notions  of  the  Importance  of  Canada^ 
and  the  vafl  Advantages  which  might  be  derived  therefrom. 
And  at  the  fame  Time  it  gives  the  moll  accurate  Defcription  of 
the  Country,  it  affords  much  Entertainment,  by  the  particular 
Account  it  gives  of  the  Manners,  Culloms,  ^r.  of  the  various 
Inhabitants  of  thefe  vail  Countries. 
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HISTORICAL   JOURNAL 

:     ■    ■'  ""■■■"      .         OF     "'^  "       '    '   ■    •       ■      . 

Travels  in  North  America: 

,  Undertaken  '    '^       .  . ' 

1  By  Order  of  the  King  of  F  r  a  n  c  e. 


LETTER!. 

jr^  Voyage  from  Roche lle  to  Quebec,  ^oihe  Remarks  upon  the 
Foyage^  the  Great  Bank  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  Riwr  St» 
Laurence.  ^ 

Madam,  &  Quebec,  Sept.  24.  -" 

Arrived  in  this  City  aftier  a  tedious  and  trouble-^ 
fome  Paflage  of  83  Days  :  We  had  however  but 
1000  Leagues  to  make,  fo  that  you  fee  we  don't 
al'.vays  go  Poft  at  Sea,  as  M.  the  Abbot  de  Choify 
ufed  to  fay.  I  made  no  Journal  of  this  Voyage, 
becaufe  I  fufFered  greatly  by  the  Sea  Sicknefs  a- 
bove  a  Month.  I  flattered  myfelf  J.at  I  fhould  have  been  free 
from  it,  becaufe  I  had  fufl^ered  it  twice  before ;  but  there  are  fome 
Conilitutions  which  cannot  fympathize  with  this  Element,  and 
fuch  is  mine.  And  in  the  Condition  we  find  ourfelves  under  this 
Sicknefs,  it  is  not  poflible  to  attend  to  what  pafTes  in  the  Ship  : 
On  the  other  Hand,  nothing  is  more  barren  than  a  Voyage  lilcc 
this ;  for  the  chief  Obfervation  to  be  made,  is,  whence  the  Wind 
blows,  how  much  the  Ship  gets  forward,  and  if  it  keeps  in  the 
right  Courfe  ;  for  during  two  thirds  of  the  Way  there  is  nothing 
to  be  feen  but  Sky  and  Water.  However,  I  fhall  proceed  to  in- 
form you  of  what  I  can  remember,  that  is  moll  likely  to  give  yoa 
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The  9th  of  Auguft 

j^  Defcription  of  the 
Great  Bank. 
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fome  Minutes  Amufemcnt ;  to  keep,  as  well  as  I  can,  the  Promirt; 
I  made  you. 

We  ftaid  in  the  Road  of  ^/>  the  ift  of  July,  and  the  2d  we  got 
under  Sail  by  Favour  of  a  fmall  Breeze  from  the  North-Eall.  I'he 
three  firft  Days  we  had  fcarce  any  Wind,  but  yet  it  was  in  our  Fa- 
vour, and  we  comforted  ourielves,  becaufe  this  made  the  Sea  very 
pleafant.  It  looked  as  if  it  wanted  to  flatter  us,  before  it  Ihewed 
itfclf  in  it's  worft  Humour.  The  4th  or  the 5th  the  Wind  changed, 
and  came  diredlly  againll  us,  the  Sea  ran  high,  and  for  near  fix 
Weeks  we  were  tolfed  in  a  very  extraordinary  Manner  ;  the 
Winds  changed  continually,  but  they  were  oftner  againll  than 
for  us,  and  we  were  almoft  always  obliged  to  fail  as  near  the 
Wind  as  poflible. 

our  Pilots  thought  themfelves  upon  the 
Great  Bank  of  Nevjfoundlandt  and  they 
were  not  much  miflaken.  But  from  the 
9th  to  the  16th  we  made  fcarce  any  Way. 
What  they  call  the  Great  Bank  of  Nen.vfounMandy  is  properly  a 
Mountain  hid  under  Water,  about  600  Leagues  from  France  to 
the  Weft.  The  Sieur  Z)/r«yj,  who  has  given  us  a  very  good 
Work  of  North  America^  and  a  very  inftruftive  Treatife  on  the 
Cod  Filhery,  makes  this  Mountain  extend  150  Leagues  from 
North  to  South  ;  but  according  to  the  moft  exadl  Sea  Charts,  it 
begins  on  the  South  Side,  in  41  Degrees  North  Latitudey  and  it's 
Northern  End  is  in  49  Degrees  25  Minutes,  The  Truth  is,  it's 
two  extremities  grow  fo  narrow,  that  it  is  difficult  to  mark  it's 
Bounds.  It's  greateft  Width  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  is  about  90 
French  and  Englijh  Sea  Leagues ;  between  40  and  49  Degrees  of 
Longitude.  I  have  heard  fome  Seamen  fay,  that  they  have  caft 
Anchor  in  five  Fathom  Water,  which  is  againft  the  Sieur  Denys^ 
who  fays,  that  he  never  found  lefs  than  25  on  the  Bank ;  it  is 
Certain  that  in  many  Places  there  are  above  60.  About  the  Mid- 
dle of  it's  Length  on  the  Side  o{  Europe ^  it  forms  a  kind  of  Bay, 
which  they  call  the  Pit ;  and  this  is  the  Reafon,  that  of  two  Ships 
which  are  upon  the  fame  Line,  and  in  Sight  of  each  other,  one 
Jhall  find  Ground,  and  the  other  none. 

y-  Before  we  arrive  at  the  Great  Bank  we  meet  with  a  fmaller  one, 
which  is  called  the  facquet  Bank :  Some  fay  there  is  another  be- 
fore this,  which  is  of  a  conical  Figure  ;  but  I  have  feen  fome 
Pilots  who  of  the  three  make  but  one,  and  they  anfwer  the 
Objeftions  which  are  made  to  this,  by  faying  that  there  are  Hol- 
lows in  the  Great  Bank,  the  Depth  of  which  has  deceived  thofe  who 
make  three  of  it,  becaufe  they  did  not  let  out  Line  fuflicient. 
Whatever  may  be  the  Figure  and  Extent  of  this  Mountain, 
which  it  is  impoffible  to  know  exactly,  they  find  here  a  prodi- 
gious Quantity  of  Shells,  and  many  kinds  of  Fiih  of  all  Sizes ; 
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the  greatcft  Part  of  which  ferve  the  Cod  for  Food;  the  Number  oF 
which  feem  to  equal  the  Grains  of  Sand  that  cover  the  Bank.   For 
above  two  Centuries  they  have  loaded  two  or  three  hundred  Ships 
every  Year,  and  tlie  Number  fcarce  appears  to  be  leflened.    But 
they  would  do  well  to  difcontinue  this  Filhery  now  and  then, 
efpeciaily  as  the  Gulf  of  St.  Laurence^    the  River  itfelf  for  above 
60  Leagues,  the  Coafts  oi  AcadtUy  of  Ijle  Royal  f ,   and  of  New 
foundlandy  are  almoft  as  well  llock'd  with  this   Fifh  as  the  Great 
Bank.  Thefe  are,  Madam,  real  Mines,  which  are  more  valuable, 
and  requirt  murh  lefs  Expence,  than  thofe  of  Mexico  and  Peru. 
We  fuffcrcd   greatly  all  the  Time  that  the  contrary  Winds 
cTL     r>     r     /<    '       Kept  us  upon  the  Frontiers  of  this  Kine- 

mJs      d  F  ^""^  ""^  ^""^  ^i^'   ^°^  ?^  ''  ^^"^  """^  '^''- 

/  '^  //  ^o    /  "^^   "'     agreeable  and  inconvenient  Part  of  the 
bout  the  Hank.  ^^^^  ^^^^^      ^j^^  g^,^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

him.':'^,  and  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Time  we  have  thick  and 
Cold  Fogs  ;  which  is  fuch  a  Sign  of  approaching  the  Bank,  that 
they  cannot  be  miftaken.  What  can  be  the  Caufe  of  a  Phacno- 
menon  fo  remarkable  and  conftant  ?  Can  it  be  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  the  Land  and  the  Woods  that  cover  it  ?  But,  befides  that 
Cape  Race,  which  is  the  neareft  Land  to  the  Great  Bank^  is  Thirty- 
five  Leagues  diftant,  the  fame  Thing  does  not  happen  upon  all 
the  other  Sides  of  the  Ifland  ;  for  the  Ifland  of  Ne-wfomdland  is 
not  fubjeft  to  Fogs  but  on  the  Side  of  the  Great  Banky  every 
where  elfe  its  Coalts  enjoy  a  pure  Air,  and  a  ferene  Sky.  It  is 
therefore  probable,  that  it  is  the  Nearnefs  of  the  Great  Bank  that 
caufes  Fogs  that  cover  Cape  Race,  and  we  mull  feek  for  the  Cauie 
upon  the  Bank  itfelf.  The  following  are  my  Conjeftures  upon 
it,  which  I  fubmit  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Learned. 

I  begin  by  obferving  that  we  have  another  Sign  of  approach- 
ing the  Great  Bank,  which  is  that  upon  all  its  Extremities,  which 
tliey  commonly  call  its  deep  Shores  or  Precipices ;  the  Sea  is  al- 
ways rough,  and  the  Winds  high.  May  we  not  look  upon  this  as  the 
Caufe  of  the  Fogs  which  reign  here,  and  fay  that  the  Agitation 
of  the  Water,  the  Bottom  of  which  is  mingled  with  Sand  and 
Mud,  thickens  the  Air,  and  makes  it  greafy  and  that  the  Sun 
draws  only  the  thick  Vapours  from  it,  which  it  can  never 
difperfe:  It  may  be  afk'd  me,  Whence  comes  this  Agitation  of 
the  Sea  upon  the  Borders  of  the  Great  Bank,  whilll  every  where 
clfe,  and  upon  the  Bank  itfelf,  there  reigns  a  profound  Calm  ? 
This  is  the  Caufe  if  I  miftake  not :  We  find  every  Day  in  thefe 
Seas,  Currents  which  run  fometimes  one  Way,  and  fornetimes 
another.  The  Sea,  irregularly  driven  by  thefe  Currents,  and 
/Iriking  impetuoufly  againfl  the  Sides  of  the  Bank,  which  are 
r  almoft  every  where  perpendicular,  is  repulfed  with  the  fame 
f  Violence ;  which  caules  the  Agitation  we  find  here, 
t  This  i$  what  we  call  Cupc  Breion, 
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If  the  fame  Thing  does  not  happen  upon  the  Approach  of  all 
deep  CoaAs,  it  is  bccaufe  all  have  not  i'uch  a  great  Extent  as 
this  ;  that  they  hive  no  Currents  about  them,  or  that  they  are 
not  fo  ftrong  ;  or  that  they  do  not  crofs  one  another;  that  they  do 
not  meet  fuch  deep  Coalls,  and  are  not  repulfed  with  (o  much 
Force.  Skilful  Mariners  agree,  that  the  Agitation  of  the  Sea, 
aad  the  Mud  which  it  (lirs,  contribute  greatly  to  thicken  the 
Air  ;  but  that  the  Winds  occafioned  hereby  do  not  reach  far  ; 
and  upon  the  Great  Bank^  at  feme  Dillance  from  its  Sides, 
the  Sea  is  as  calm  as  in  a  Road,  unlefs  there  is  a  ftrong  Wind 
coming  from  fome  other  Part. 

It  was  on  Friday  the  17  th  of  Anguft^  at  feven  o'Clock  in  the 
.     ^  «  Evening,  we  found  ourfelves  upon  the  Bank,  in 

ji  c^torm.  ^^  Fathom  Water.  Our  Ship's  Crew  longed  for 
frefh  Cod  ;  but  as  the  Sun  was  fet,  and  the  Wind  was  fair,  it  was 
thought  heft  to  take  Advantage  of  it.  About  eleven  o'Clock  at 
Night  we  had  a  ftrong  Wind  at  South  Eaft,  which  with  a  Mizen 
Sail  alone  would  have  driven  us  3  Leagues  in  an  Hour.  If  this 
had  been  all,  by  furling  all  our  other  3ails,  which  was  inftantly 
done,  we  fhould  have  had  no  Caufe  of  Complaint  ;  but  there 
followed  fuch  a  heavy  Rain,  as  if  all  the  Catarafts  of  Heaven 
were  opened,  attended  with  Thunder  and  Lightening,  which  fell 
fo  near  us  that  the  Rudder  remained  unmoveable,  and  all  the 
Seamen  who  worked  the  Ship  felt  the  Blow.  It  redoubled  after- 
wards, and  a  Hundred  Pieces  of  Cannon  fired  together  would 
not  have  been  louder :  We  could  not  hear  one  another ;  one  Clap 
fucceeding  another,  before  the  firft  was  over.  We  could  not  fee 
each  other  in  thtmidftof  the  Lightening,  becaufe  it  dazzled  our 
Eyes ;  in  ftiort,  during  an  Hour  and  a  half  we  feemed  to  be  in  the 
ho'.teftFire  of  a  Trench  ;  the  Hearts  of  the  Boldeft  trembled,  for 
the  Thunder  always  remained  over  our  Heads  ;  and  if  it  had 
fallen  a  fecond  Time  upon  us,  we  might  have  gone  to  feed  the 
Cods,  at  whofe  Expence  we  reckoned  foon  to  have  feafted. 
Had  not  what  is  called  St.  Elmo*s  *  Fire  given  us  Notice  of 
this  liurricanei  wc  might  have  been  furprized  and  overfet  under 
Sail. 

After  an  Hour  and  a  Half  the  Rain  ceafed,  the  Thunder 
grumbled  only  at  a  Diftance,  and  the  Lightenings  were  only 
weak  Flalhes  in  the  Horizon.  The  Wind  was  ftillfair,  but  not 
fo  ftrong,  and  the  Sea  appeared  as  fmooth  as  Glafs ;  then  every 
tjrc  wanted  to  lay  down,  but  all  their  Beds  were  wetted;  the  Rain 
had  penetrated  thro*  the  imperceivable  Cracks,  which  is  inevi- 
table when  the  Vcffel  is  greatly  loaded :  We  ftiifted  as  we  could, 
and  thought  ourfelves  happy   to  come  off  fo  well.     Whatever 

*  Thefe  Fires  moft  commonly  appear  upon  the  Yards^at  the  Approach 
of  a  Storm.  '  _  ■     ' 
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is  violent  never  lafts  long,  efpecially  the  South  Eaft  Wind  ;  at 

Icaft  in  thefe  Seas.     The  Calm  returned  with  the  Day,  we  made 

no  Way  ;  but  we  made  ourfelvcs  Amends  by  Fiftiing. 

Every  Thing  is  good  in  the  Cod  while  it  is  frein  ;  it  loofes 

r\r  L    r  J     J    nothing  of  its  Goodnefs,  and  becomes  fomc- 
Of  the  Lodand    ^^^        ^^^^^^  ^^^^  j^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  jy        j^ 

the  Fijhtry.  g^j^ .  ^^^  ^^  j^.  ^j^^  ^i^^x^  only  who  eat  the 

beft  Parts  of  it ;  that  is  to  fay  ^  ""the  Head,  the  Tongue,  and  the 
Liver:  To  preferve  all  tliefe  Parts  would  take  up  too  much  Salt; 
fo  they  throw  all  into  the  Sea  which  they  cannot  confume  at 
the  Time  of  Filhing.     The  largelt   Cod  that   I  faw  was  not  3 
Feet  long  ;  yet  thofe  on  the  Great  Bank  are  the  largell ;  but  there 
is  perhaps  no  other  Creature  in  Proportion  to  its  Bignefs,  that 
has  fo  wide  a  Mouth,  or  that  is  more  voracious.     Wc  find  in  the 
Stomach  of  this  Fifli,  Pieces  of  broken  Pots,  and   Bits  of  Iron 
and  Giafs.     Some  People  fancy  they  digeft  all  this,  but  this  is 
difcovered  to  be  a  Millake,  which  was  founded  upon  finding  in 
them  fome  Pieces  of  Iron  half  worn  away.  Now  we  arc  convinced, 
that  the  Cod  can  turn  itfelf  Infide-out  like  a  Pocket,  and  that 
the   Filh  frees  itfelf  from  any  Thing  that  troubles  it  by  thi$ 
Means.    The  Fifli  of  the  Great  Bank  is  what  is  falted  ;  and  this 
is  what  they  call  White  Cod^  or  more  commonly   Green  Cod,     M. 
Dcnys  fays,  he  has  feen  as  fine  Salt  made  in  Canada,  as  they  bring 
from  Brouoge;  but  after  they  had  made  the  Expriment  inMarfhcs, 
which  they  had  dug  for   that  Purpofe,  they  flopped  them  up 
again.     Thofe  who  molt  exclaimed  that  this  Country  was  good 
for  nothing,  have  been  more  than  once  the  very  People  that  have 
hindered  us  from  making  any  Advantage  of  it.     The  Dry  Cod 
cannot  be  made  but  upon  the  Coaft  ;  and  this  requires  great  Care 
and  Experience.  M.  Denys,  who  allows  that  all  tnofe  that  he  has 
feen  carry  on  this  Trade  in  Acadia,  had  ruined  themfelves  by  it, 
proves   perfeftly,  and  makes   it  appear  very  plain,    that  it  was 
wrong  to  conclude   from  hence,  that  there  was  not  a  Plenty  of 
Cod.     But  he  alledges,  that  to  carry  on  the  Fifhery  with  Succefs, 
the  Fifhermen  muft   be  fettled  in  the  Country ;    and   thefe  are 
his  Reafons.  Every  Seafonis  not  fit  for  this  Fifliery,  it  can  only 
be  carried  on  from  the  Beginning  of  May  to  the  End  of  Atgu/f, 
Now  if  you  have  SczmenTvom.  France ^  either  you  muft  pay  them 
for  the  whole  Year,  and  the  Charges  will  eat  up  the  Profit  ;   or 
you  will  only  pay  them   during  the  I'ime  of  the  Fifliing,  and 
that  will  not  do  for  them.     To  think  of  employing  them  the 
reft  of  the  Time  in  fawing  Planks,  and  cutting  Wood,  is  quite  a 
wrong  Notion,  for  it  would  notanfwerthe  Expence.*  But  if  they 

*  This  Remark,  if  a  juft  one,  miy  put  us  out  of  Fear  of  the  French 
rivalling  us  at  prefent  in  the  Fifliery  by  what  is  allowed  to  them  by  tljt 
late  Treaty, 
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are  Inhabitants,  ycuwill  be  better  fervcd;  and  It  will  be  their 
own  Faults  if  tliey  don't  thrive:  They  will  take  their  Time 
for  the  Fifhery  ;  they  will  chufe  the  bell  Places  ;  they  will  gain 
much  during  four  Months,  and  the  reft  of  the  Year  they  will 
w'Oil:  for  themfelves,  in  their  Habitations.  If  this  Method  had 
been  taken  a  hundred  and  fifty  Years  ago,  Acadia  had  now  been 
one  of  the  moft  powerful  Colonies  in  America.  For  whilft  they 
aircdled  to  publiih  in  France^  it  was  impoffible  to  make  any  Thing 
of  this  Country,  it  enriched  Al'w  England,  by  the  Fifhery  alone; 
altlio'  the  Englijh  had  not  ail  the  Advantages  there,  which  we 
could  have  had. 

Wlien  we  are  pafTed   the  Great  Bank,  we  meet  with  feveral 
fmallcr  ones,  almoft  equally  abounding  with  Fifh  as  the  Great 
Bank.   There  are  indeed  few  or  none  of  thofe  Fifh  which  require 
warmer  Seas;  but  there  are  a  great  Number  of  Whales,  Spouting 
Fifli,  Porpoifes,  ^c.  and  many  others  of  lefs  Value.     We  have 
more   than  once  had  the  Diverfion  of  the  Fight  betv/een  the 
Whale  and  the  Sword  Fifli,  and  nothing  is  more  entertaining : 
The  Sword  Fifh  is  as  thick  as  a  Cow,  feven  or  eight  Feet  long, 
j^rad'Killy  lefTening  towards  the  Tail.     It  takes  its  Name  from 
its  Weapon,  a  Kind  of  Sv/ord  three  Feet  long,  and  four  Inches 
wide  ;  it  is  fixed  above  its  Nofe,  and  has  a  Row  of  Teeth  on  each 
Side  an  Inch  long,  at  an  equal  Dlllance  from  each  other  :  This 
Fifli  is  good  with  any  Sauce,  and  is  excellent  eating  ;  its  Head 
is   better  eating  than  a  Calf's,    and  is  bigger  and  k[uarer;  and 
the  Eyes  are  very  large. 

The  Whale  and  the  Sword  Fifli  never  meet  without  fighting, 
-  ,  and  the  latter,  they  fay,  is  always  the  Aggref- 
/  ,'  for.  Sometimes  two  Sword  Fifh  join  againft 
^^  a  Whale,  and  then  It  Is  not  an  equal  Match  : 
The  Whale  has  neither  Weapon  ofFenfive  nor 
Its  Tail  ;  to  make  Ufe  of  it  againft  her  Enemy, 
ilie  plunges  ncr  Head  under  Water,  and  if  fhe  can  ftrike  her 
Enemy  fhe  kills  him  with  a  Blov/  of  her  Tail;  but  he  is  very 
dexterous  to  fliun  it,  and  Inftantly  falls  upoi.  the  Whale,  and 
runs  his  Weapon  in  its  Back  ;  moll  commonly  It  pierces  not  to 
the  Bottom  of  the  Fat,  and  fo  does  it  no  great  Injury.  When 
the  Whale  can  fee  the  Sword  Fifli  dart  to  ftrike  him,  he  plunges; 
but  the  Sword  Filh  purfues  him  in  the  Water,  and  obliges  him 
to  appear  again  :  Then  the  Fight  begins  again,  and  lafts  till 
the  Sword  Fifli  loofes  Sight  of  the  Whale,  which  fights  aU 
Avays  retreating,  and  fvvims  beft  on  the  Surface  of  the  Wa- 
ter. 

The  FItttan  or  HalUhut  is  like  a  large  Plaice ;  what  they 
call  the  Flet,  is  a  fmallcr  Kind ;  It  Is  dark  coloured  on  the 
Back,   and   white  under  the  Bc!!y  j  it  is  generally  four  or  five 
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Feet  long,  and  at  leaft  two  Feet  broad,  and  a  Foot  thick ;  it  has 
a  large  Head  :  Every  Part  of  it  is  extremely  good  and  tender  ; 
they  get  a  Juice  out  of  the  Bones,  which  is  better  than  the  finelt 
Marrow.  The  Eyes  and  the  Edges  of  the  two  Sides,  which  they 
call  Relinguesy  are  very  delicate  Bits.  They  throw  the  whole 
Body  into  the  Sea  to  fatten  the  Cod,  whofe  moll  dangerous  E- 
nemy  is  the  Flettan^  who  will  eat  three  of  them  at  a  Meal.  —  I 
ihall  fay  nothing  of  the  various  Kinds  of  Birds  which  live  upon 
thefe  Seas,  andfubfift  only  by  Fifhing  ;  for  here  all  are  Filhers. 
Many  Travellers  have  described  them,  and  have  faid  nothing  on 
this  Head  that  deferves  to  be  repeated. 

The  1 8th,  the  Wind  fair,  we  think  the  Winds  have  carried 
us  a  little  too  much  to  the  South,  and  we  fteer  Weil  North  Well, 
to  get  into  our  Latitude.  The  Reafon  is,  we  have  not  feen  the 
Sun  thefe  ten  or  twelve  Days,  and  therefore  could  not  obfcrve 
our  Latitude.  This  frequently  happens,  and  is  what  caufes  the 
greatell  Danger  of  this  Voyage.  About  ei^ht  in  the  Morning 
we  faw  a  fmall  Veflel,  v/hich  feemed  to  mate  towards  us ;  we 
met  it,  and  when  we  were  near  we  enquired  in  what  Latitude  we 
were  :  It  was  an  Englijh  Ship,  and  the  Captain  anfwercd  in  his 
own  Language :  We  thought  we  underllood  him  that  wc  were 
in  45  Degrees  ;  we  could  not  greatly  trull  to  this  Account,  for 
he  might  be  under  the  fame  Millake  as  ourfelves  :  However,  we 
took  Courage,  and  as  the  Wind  continued  fair,  wc  fluttered  our- 
felves, if  it  did  not  change,  wc  ihould  have  palled  the  Gulph  in 
two  Days. 

About  four  in  the  Afternoon  the  Wind  fell,  wliich  was  a 
Concern  to  us  ;  however,  this  faved  us.  At 
eleven  at  Night  the  Horizon  appeared  very 
dark  before  us,  tho'  every  where  elfe  the 
Sky  was  very  ferene :  The  Sailors  of  the 
Watch  *  made  nofcrupleto  fay  it  was  Land; 
the  Officer  made  a  Jell  of  it,  but  when  he  found  they  perfiiced 
in  the  fame  Opinion,  he  began  to  think  chey  might  be  in  the 
right.  By  good  Fortune  there  was  very  little  Wind ;  fo  that  we 
hoped  Day  would  appear,  before  we  Ihould  come  too  near  the 
Land.  At  Midnight  the  Watch  changed  ;  the  Sailors  who 
fucceeded  the  firft,  were  diredlly  of  their  Opinion  ;  but  their 
Officer  undertook  to  prove  by  good  Rcafons,  that  the  Land 
could  not  be  there,  and  what  they  fiwv  was  only  a  Fog,  which 
would  difperfe  in  the  Morning  ;  he  could  not  make  them  think 
fo,  and  they  continued  pofitive  in  their  Opinioti,  that  the  Sky 

*  A  Ship's  Company  is  divided  into  four  Bands,  eacli  ot  wliitli  are  on  Duty 
foui  Hours  j  each  Band  is  commanded  by  an  Ofhcer, 
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was  too  clear  to  have  any  Fog  on  that  Side,  if  there  was  nd 
Land. 

At  Day-break  they  all  cried  out  that  they  faw  Land,  the  Offi- 
cer would  not  vouchfafe  fo  much  as  to  look  that  Way,  but 
ihrugged  up  his  Shoulders,  and  four  o'Clock  ftriking,  he  goes 
to  Bed,  affirming  that  when  he  waked,  they  would  find  this  pre- 
tended Land  melted  away.  The  Officer  that  fucceeded,  who 
was  the  Count  de  Vaudreuil,  being  more  wary,  began  furling 
feme  Sails,  and  foon  faw  this  Precaution  was  neceflary.  As  foon 
as  it  was  Day-light  they  faw  the  Horizon  almoft  all  bordered  with 
Land ;  and  they  difcovered  a  fmall  Englijh  Veflel  at  Anchor, 
about  the  Diftance  of  two  Cannon  Shot  from  us,  M.  de  Voutron^ 
who  was  informed  of  it,  immediately  fent  for  the  incredulous 
Officer,  who  came  out  of  his  Cabin  with  much  Reludlance,  where 
he  ftill  perfifted  that  we  could  not  be  fo  near  Land  ;  he  came, 
however,  after  two  or  three  Summonfes,  and  at  Sight  of  the  Dan- 
ger we  had  been  expofed  to  by  his  Obftinacy,  he  flood  afto- 
nilhed.  He  is,  notwithftanding,  the  moft  fkilful  Man  in  France 
to  navigate  thefe  Seas ;  but  too  much  Skill  fometimes  does  Harm, 
when  we  rely  too  much  upon  it. 

Neverthelefs,  Madam,  if  the  Wind  had  not  failed  the  Day  be- 
fore, at  four  in  the  Afternoon,  we  had  certainly  been  loft  in  the 
Night ;  for  v^e  were  running  full  Sail  upon  fome  Breakers,  from 
whence  we  could  not  have  efcaped.  The  Difficulty  was  to  know 
whereabouts  we  were ;  it  was  certain  we  were  not  in  45  Degrees 
the  Day  before,  but  were  we  more  to  th?  South  or  North  ?  On 
this  we  were  divided  in  our  Opinions.  One  of  our  Officers 
affirmed,  that  the  Land  we  faw  before  us  was  Acadia  ;  that  he 
had  been  there  before,  and  remembered  it :  Another  aflerted,  that 
it  was  the  Ifles  of  St.  Peter :  But  what  Probability  is  there  that 
we  are  fo  far  advanced  ?  It  is  but  twenty-four  Hours  fince  we 
were  upon  the  Great  Bank^  and  it  is  more  than  100  Leagues  from 
the  Great  Bank  to  the  Ifles  of  St.  Peter.  The  Pilot  Chaviteait 
maintained  it  was  Cape  Race:  What  a  Miflake,  fays  he,  is  there 
in  our  Reckoning !  there  is  no  Doubt  of  it,  and  it  is  no  Wonder, 
as  it  is  impoffible  to  make  Allowances  for  Currents  we  do  not  know, 
sad  which  vary  continually,  as  we  have  had  no  Obfervation 
to  correft  our  Errors  ;  but  there  is  no  Probability  that  we 
fliould  be  either  on  the  CodiQ.s  of  Acadia^  or  on  the  Ifles  of 
St.  Peter,     His   Reafons  appeared  *  good,   yet  we  ftiould  have 

*  About  5  Years  after,  the  fame  Chaviteau  miftook  in  his  Reckoning  in  a 
Manner  much  more  fatal  ;  he  was  ftill  Mafter  of  the  Came!,  and  having  been 
feveral  Days  without  an  Obfervation,  the  Night  of  the  zf^xhoi  Augujiy  this 
Ship  was  wrecked  upon  a  Rock  near  Loui/lourg,  in  Ijle  Rcyal,  and  no 
Perfon  was  faved.  Tliey  found  by  the  Journals  of  the  Pilots,  that  they 
reckoned  themfclves  70  Leagues  from  that  Place. 
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been  very  glad  if  he  had  been  miftaken  j  for  we  conceived  how 
vexatious  it  would  be  to  be  Wind-bound  under  Cape  Race.  In 
this  Uncertainty,  we  refolved  to  enquire  of  the  Captain  of  the 
Inglijh  Ship,  and  Chanjiteau  had  Orders  to  do  it :  At  his 
Return  he  reported,  that  the  Englijh  were  as  much  furprized  as 
we  to  find  themfelves  in  this  Bay,  but  with  this  Difference,  that 
it  was  the  Place  they  were  bound  to:  That  Cape  Race  was  before 
us,  and  Cape  Brolle  ten  Leagues  lower;  that  from  themidft  of  thofe 
Breakers,  upon  which  we  had  run  a  Rilk  of  being  loft,  there  if- 
fued  a  River,  at  the  Entrance  of  wliich  there  was  an  Englifl> 
Village,  whither  this  little  Veflel  was  carrying  Provifions. 

About    15   Years  lince,     there   happened  to  us  in  the  fame 
Place,  a  very  fingular  Adventure,  which  put  us  in  as  much  Dan- 
ger as  that  which  I  have  juft  now  mentioned.     It  was  in  A'l^ujl^ 
and  we  had  till  then  felt  the  Weather  very  hot :  One  Morni»ig 
when  we  rofe,  we  were  fo  pierced  with  the  Cold,  that  every  Body 
put  on  their  Winter  Garments.     We  could  not  conceive  from  , 
whence  it  could  proceed,  the  Weather  being  fine,  and  no  North 
Wind.     In  fhort,  the  third  Day  at  four  o'Clock  in  the  Morn- 
ing, aSailorcried  as  loud  as  hecould,  Luff;  that  is  to  fay,  turn  the 
Helm  to  the  Windward  j  he  was  obeyed,  and  the  Moment  after 
they  perceived  a  vaft  floating  Piece  of  Ice,  which  ran  clofe  by  the 
Ship's  Side,  and  againft  which  we  fhould  have  been  wrecked,   if 
the  Sailor  had  not  had  good  Eyes,  and  if  the  Steerfman  had  not 
direftly  turned  the  Helm, 

I  did  not  fee  this  Ice,  for  I  was  not  yet  up ;.  but  all  who  were  then 
upon  Deck  artured  us,  that  it  feemedas  high  as  the  Towers  of  No- 
ire Dame  at  Paris,  and  was  for  certainty  much  higher  than  the  Mafts 
of  the  Ship.  I  have  often  heard  it  affirmed  that  fuch  a  Thing  waa 
impoffibie,  becaufe  it  muft  have  been  prodigioufly  deep  to  rife  fo 
high  above  the  Sea  ;   and  that  it  was  not  poUible  that  a  Piece  of 
Ice  fliould  acquire    that  Height  :    To  this  I  anfwer  in  the  firft 
Place,  that  to  denv  the  Faft  we  muft  give  the  Lie  to  many  People, 
for  it  is  not  the  firft  Time  that  fuch  floating  Rocks  have  been 
feen  in  the  Sea.     The  Ship  called  the  Mother  of  the  Incarnation^ 
making  the  fame  Courfe  as  we  did,  ran  the  fame  Danger  in  open 
Day ;  the  Rock  of  Ice  which  nearly  occafioned  its  Lofs  for  Want 
of  Wind  to  fliun  it,  was  feen  by  the  whole  Ship's  Company,  and 
judged  to  be  much  greater  ftill,  than  that  which  we  met.     They 
add  that  the  Genei-al  Abfolution  was  given,  as  in  Cafes  of  the 
greateft  Danger. 

It  is  certain  in  the  fecond  Place,  that  in  HudfonU  Bay  there  are 
feme  of  thefe  Rocks  of  Ice  formed  by  the  Fall  of  Torrents,  which 
come  from  the  Tops  of  the  Mountains,  and  which  break  away 
with  a  v.ft  Noife  during  the  Summer,  and  are  afterwards  driven 
*bout  by  the  CurrenW.  The  Sieur  Jermy  who  lived  many  Years 
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this  Bay,  fays  he  had  the  Curiofity  to  found  at  the  Foot  of  one 
of  thele  Rocks  of  Ice  which  was  aground,  and  that  they  let  out 
ah  hundred  Fathoms  of  Line  without  reaching  the  Bottom.  But 
I  return  to  our  Voyage. 

Cape  Race  Madam,  is  the  South  Eaft  Point  of  the  Ifland  of  AWv- 

0/  Cape  Race,  f'r'^^^"^  >j  '^\  ^^uated  in  46  Degrees,  and 
''      ^  about  30  Minutes  North  Latitude;  the  Coall 

runs  from  thence  loo  Leagues  to  the  Weft,  making  a  little  to 
the  North,  and  terminates  at  CapeRacey  which  is  in  47  Degrees. 
About  half  Way  is  the  great  Bay  oi  Placentia,  which  makes  one 
•f  the  fineft  Ports  in  America.  Weft  South  Weft  of  this  Bay, 
there  is  a  high  Land,  which  is  feen  at  a  great  Diftance,  and  ferves 
t6  r  ake  it  known  :  It  is  called  U  Chapeau  rouge  (the  Red  Hat) 
becaufe  at  a  Diftance  it  appears  in  the  Shape  of  a  Hat,  and  is  of 
a  reddifti  Colour.  The  23d  at  Noon  we  were  over  againft  it,  and 
in  the  Evening  W2  came  up  with  the  Ifles  of  St.  Petery  which  were 
on  our  right  Hand, 

They  are  three  Iflands,  the  two  firft  of  which  are  very  high. 

The  lUe  of  St  *^^^  ^^°"^  *^^  ^^'^^  ^^  which  we  were,  they 
Feter  '    appeared  to    be    nothing    but   Mountains 

covered  with  Mofs.  They  fay  that  this  Mofs 
covers  in  feveral  Places  fine  Porphyry.  On  the  Side  of  A'ifw- 
foundland  there  are  fome  Lands  which  may  be  cultivated  ;  and  a 
pretty  good  Port,  were  we  formerly  had  fome  Habitations.  The 
greateft  and  moft  Weftcrn  of  the  three,  which  is  moft  commonly 
called  the  Ifte  Miquelony  is  not  fo  high  as  the  other  two,  and 
appears  very  level ;  it  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  League 
long.  The  24th  at  Day  break,  it  was  5  or  6  Leagues  behind 
us ;  but  after  Midnight  we  had  no  Wind  :  About  four  o'Clock 
in  the  Morning,  there  arofe  a  fmall  Breeze  from  the  South  Eaft. 
Waiting  till  it  was  ftrcng  enough  to  fill  our  Sails,  we  amufed 
ourfelves  with  Filhing,  and  took  r  pretty  large  Quantity  of  Cod. 
Weftopt  two  Hours  longer  than  we  ftiould  hive  done,  for  this 
Fifhery,  andwc  had  foon  Caufe  enough  to  repent  it :  It  was  eight 
o'clock  when  we  got  under  Sail,  and  we  run  all  the  Day  in 
Hopes  of  difcovcring  Ccpc  Ray^  which  was  on  our  right,  or  the 
little  Ifle  of  St.  Paid,  which  we  were  io  leave  on  the  left,  and 
which  is  .-ilmoft  over  againft  Cape  Rcy  ;  but  the  Night  came  on 
before  wecould  difcover  either.  We  heartily  willied  then,  we  had 
made  Ufe  of  the  Time  we  had  loft.  What  was  the  more  vexatious 
we  had aboutMidnightanothcrStorm, muchlike thatcn  ^}^cGreat 
Sankf  and  knowing  that  we  were  near  one  of  thofe  two  Iflands 
which  we  were  to  pafs  between,  we  did  not  dare  to  make  Ufe  of 
the  Winijl,  whitii  would  have  carried  us  on  at  a  great  Rate.  So, 
contrary  to  the  Opinion  ci  Chai'tteau,  who  engaged  to  go  for- 
ward without  Danger,  we  lay  by. 

At  break  -^Day  wc  difcovcred  Cape  Raj,   upon   which   the 
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Currents  bore  us,  and  to  encreafe   our  Misfortune,  we  had  no 

Wind  to  keep  us  off :  We  were   almoil  upon  it,   when   about 

half  an  Hour  paft  five  in   the  Morning  a  fniall  Breeze  from  the 

North  Weft,  came  in  very  good  Time  to  our  Afliltance.  We  loll 

nothing  of  it,  and  we  got   out  of  Danger.     The  North  Weft 

after  having  done  us  this   good  Office,   would  have  obliged  us 

extremely,  if  it  had  given  Place    to  fome    other  Wind  ;  but  it 

did  not,  and  for  two  Days  kept  us  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Gulf 

of  5"/.  Laurence.  On  the  third  Day  we  paiTed  between  the  Ille  of  5/. 

Pauly  and  Cape  St,  Laurencey  which  is  the  moft  northerly  Point  of  Ifle 

Royal;  this  I'affage  is  very  narrow,  and  we  do  not  hazard  ourfelves 

in  it,  when  the  Air  is  foggy.     The  Paffage  which  is  between  th« 

Ifle  of  5/.  Paul  and  Cape  Ray^  is  much  wider ;  but  our  Sails 

were  fet  to  take  the  other,    and  we  made  Ufe  of  it. 

The  Gulf  of  5/.  Laurtnce  is  8o  Leagues  long,  which  wepafFed 

i-\e    I    r  If    r    ^^'^  *  good  Wind  in  twenty-four  Hours,    by 
u/  the  uuij  Of     ^^^  j^^j    ^^  ^j^^  Currents.  About  half  Way  we 

I    o'^T'S'n^A  mGct  With  t\ic  Bird  IJlands,   which  we  paffed 

the  Bird  ijianas,^        ^^j^j^.^  Cannon  Shot,  and  which  muft  not  be 

confounded  with  thofe  which  James  Cartier  difcovered  near  the 
Ifland  of  NewfounMattd.  Thefe  I  fpeak  of,  arc  two  Rocks, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  rife  perpendicular,  about  6o  Feet  above 
the  Sea  ;  the  largefl  of  which  is  not  above  z  or  300  Paces  in 
Circumference  :  They  are  very  near  each  other,  and  I  believe 
there  is  not  Water  enough  between  them  fpr  a  large  Poat.  It  is 
difficult  to  fay  what  Colour  they  are,  for  the  Dung  of  the  Birds 
entirely  cover  their  Surface  and  Sides  ;  Yet  we  difcovered  in 
fome  Places,  Veins  of  a  reddilh  Colour.  They  have  been  often 
vifited,  and  Boats  have  been  entiiely  loaded  here  with  Eggs  of 
all  Sorts  :  They  fay  that  the  Stench  is  infupportable.  They 
add,  that  with  the  Penguins,  which  come  from  the  neighbouring 
Lands,  they  find  many  other  Birds  which  can't  fly.  The 
Wonder  is,  that  in  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Nefls,  every  Bird  im- 
mediately finds  her  own.  We  fired  a  Gun,  which  gave  the  Alarm 
thro'  all  this  flying  Commonwealth,  and  there  was  formed 
above  the  two  Iflands,  a  thick  Cloud  of  thefe  Birds,  which  was 
at  leaft  two  or  three  Leagues  round. 

The  next  Day,  about  the  Dawn,  the  Wind  dropt  all  at  once. 
n    two  Hours  more   we  could  have  doubled  Cape  Rojiers,  and 
ave  entered  the  River  St.  Laurenccy   which  runs  North  Eaft  and 
outh  Weft,  and  the  North  Weft  Wind  which  rofe  foon   after, 
ould  have  ferved  us ;  but  we  loft  two  Hours  of  the  twenty-four 
Fiftiing.and  in  Confequence,  two  Days  at  the  Entrance  of  the 
ulf ;  and  we  were  obliged  to   wait  here  till  the  North  Weft 
opped,  which  was  not  in  five  Days,  in  which  we  made  only  five 
eagues.. 

C  2  Cap« 
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'  •  Cape  Rofiers  is  properly  the  Entrance  of  the  River  St.  Laurence, 
and  from  hence  we  muft  meafure  the  Width  of  its  Mouth,  which 
is  about  30  Leagues.  '1  little  on  this  Side,  more  to  the  Souths 
are  the  Bay  and  Point  of  Ga/pet  or  Garhepe.  Thofe  who  pre- 
tend that  the  River  St,  Laurence  is  40  Leagues  wide  at  its  Mouth, 
meafure  it  probably  from  the  Eaftern  Point  of  Gafpe.  Below 
the  Bay  we  perceive  a  Kind  of  Ifland,  which  is  only  a  fteep 
Rock,  about  30  Fathoms  long,  10  high,  and  4  in  Breadth  :  It 
looks  like  Part  of  an  Old  Wall,  and  they  fay  it  joined  formerly  to 
Mount  Jolif  which  is  over  againll  it  on  the  Continent.  This 
Rock  has  in  the  midft  of  it  an  Opening  like  an  Arch,  under 
which  a  Boat  of  Bifcay  may  pafs  with  its  Sail  up,  and  this  has 
given  it  the  Name  of  the  pierced  Ifland  :  Sailors  Icnov  they  arc 
near  it,  when  they  perceive  a  flat  Mountain  ftand  above  others, 
and  which  is  called  Rowland^ s Table.  The  Ifland  cif  Bona'venture  is 
a  League  diftant  from  the  pierced  Ifland ;  about  the  fame  Diflancc 
is  the  Ifland  Mi/cou,  which  is  eight  Leagues  in  Compafs,  and  has 
a  Vifiry  good  Haven.  Not  far  from  this  Ifland,  there  rifes  out  of 
thfl^ea  a  Spring  of  Frefli  Water,  which"  bubbles  up,  and  makes  a 
Jefflike  a  Fountain  pretty  high. 

^11  thefe  Coalts  are  excellent  for  their  Fifliery,  and  the  An- 
ch<^ge  is  good  every  where.  It  would  be  eafy  alfo  to  eftablifli 
Magazines  here  for  the  Ufe  of  i^ebec.  But  we  have  loft  a  great 
deal  of  Time  in  purfuing  the  Fur  Trade,  which  we  fliould  have 
employed  in  the  Fifliery  for  Cod  and  many  other  Sorts  of  Fifli, 
with  which  this  Sea  abounds,  and  in  fortifying  ourfelves  in 
thofe  Ports,  the  Importance  of  which  we  have  difcovered  too 
late. 

But  to  return  to  our  Voyage  :  It  was  natural  upon  having 
near  us  fuch  fafe  and  convenient  Retreats,  that  we  fliould  have 
made  Ufe  of  them,  to  wait  for  the  Return  of  a  fair  Wind  ;  but 
they  hoped  it  would  return  every  Minute,  and  they  wanted  to 
take  Advantage  of  it  immediately. 

At  length,  on  Thurfday  the  loth  of  September^  the  North 
Weft  Wind  dropt  about  Noon,  when  finding  we  could  not  ad- 
vance, or  fcarcely  work  the  Ship,  we  amufed  ourfelves  with 
fifliing,  and  this  Amaefment  was  again  hurtful  to  us  ;  for  the 
Steerlman  minding  his  fiftiing  more  than  his  Helm,  let  the 
Wind  come  upon  nis  Sails  :  During  the  Calm,  we  had  driven 
much  Upon  the  Ifle  of  Anticofte^  and  this  Negleft  of  the  Steerf- 
man  brought  us  fo  near,  becaufe  the  Currents  carried  us  that 
Way,  that  we  faw  plainly  all  the  Breakers  with  which  the  Ifland 
is  bordered.  To  compleat  ourMisfortune,  the  little  Wind  which 
was  juft  rifen  failed  us  in  our  Ncceflity. 

Had  this  Calm  continued  but  a  fliort  Time,  we  had  been  loft. 
A  Moment  after  our  Sails  fwcllcd  a  little,  and  we  endeavoured 

to 
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to  change  our  Courfe,  but   the  Ship,  contrary  to  what  is  ufaat, 

wo..  1  not  come  to  the  Wind,  and  this  twice  together:  A  certain 

Proof,  th  at  the  Current  by  which  it  was  carried  was  very  ftrong. 

We  thought  ourfelves  loft  without  Refource,  becaufc  we  were 

very  near  the  Rocks :  To  run  the  Rifk  of  turning  about  with  the 

Wind  in  our  Poop  was  extremely  hazardous  ;  but  after  all,  there 

was  nothing  elfeto  be  done;  fo  we  fet  ourfelves  to  work,  rathcrlo 

have  nothing  to  reproach  onrielvcs  with,  then  in  Hopes  of  faving 

ourfelves;  and  in  an  Inilant  we  found  by  Experience,  that  Goj> 

comes  to  the  Afliftance  of  thofe   that  endeavour  to  help  them- 

felves.  The  Wind  changed  to  the  North,  it  frefhcned  by  Degrees, 

and  about feven  o'clock  at  Night  we  cleared  the  Point  of  Anu- 

co/te,  which  had  put  us  in  fo  much  Fear. 

This  Ifland  extends  about  40  Leagues  North  Eaft,  and  South 

Defcrittion  ft)      ^^^'  about  the  Middle  of  the  River  St,  Lan" 

jn.  J-  aHiHX  ^^    rence,  but  has  little  Breadth.     It  was  granted 

ijis of  Anticoite.  ,      o-         «v  /•  u-    n    ^  r  I 

•^  to  the  Sieur  johct^  upon  his  Return  from  the 

Difcovery  of  the  MiJ/iJJippiy  but  they  made  him  no  great  Prefent. 
ft  is  abfolutely  good  for  nothing  :  It  is  poorly  wooded,  its  Soil 
IS  barren,  and  it  has  not  a  fingle  Harbour  where  a  Ship  may  be  in 
Safety.  Tliere  was  a  Report  fome  Years  ago,  that  there  was  a 
Mine  of  Silver  difcovered  in  this  Ifland  ;  and  for  Want  of  Mi- 
ners, they  fent  from  ^tebec  (where  I  was  at  that  Time)  a  Gold- 
imith  to  make  the  Proof  of  it ;  but  he  did  not  go  far.  He  foon 
perceived  by  the  Difcourfe  of  the  Perfon  who  raifed  the  Re- 
port, that  the  Mine  exirtcd  only   in  his  own  whimfical  Brain. 

The  Coafts  of  this  Ifland  arc  pretty  well  ftored  with  Fifli ; 
neverthelefs,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  Heirs  of  the  Sieur  Jclut 
would  willingly  change  their  vaft  Lordfliip,  for  the  fmalleil  Fief 
of  France, 

When  we  have  pa  fled  this  Ifland,  we  have  the  Pleafure  to  fee 
Land  on  both  Sides,  and  to  be  aflured  of  the  Way  we  make  ; 
but  we  muft  fail  with  a  great  deal  of  Caution  up  the  River. 
Tuefday  the  3d,  we  left  on  the  left  Hand  the  Mountains  of 
Notre  Dame,  and  Mount  Zo«/V;  it  is  a  Chain  of  very  high  Moun-  . 
tains,  between  which  there  are  fome  Vallies,  which  were 
formerly  inhabited  by  Savages.  The  Country  round  about 
Mount  Louis  has  fome  very  good  Land,  and  fome  French  Habi- 
tations. They  might  make  here  a  very  good  Settlement  for 
the  Fifliery,  efpecially  for  Whales  ;  and  it  would  be  convenient 
for  Ships  which  come  from  France^  to  find  Afliftance  here,  which 
they  fometimes  extremely  want.  The  next  Night  the  Wind 
encreafed,  and  was  ver>  near  playing  us  an  ugly  Trick.  We 
were  not  far  from  Trinity  Point,  which  wc  were  to  leave  upon 
our  right  ;  and  the  Steerfman  thought  us  wide  enough  from  it 
to  be  out  of  Danger ;   but  M.  de  Voutron  ftarted  up  in  a  Fright, 

crying 
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crying  out  to  the  Stcerfinan  to  keep  off  the  Shore.  U  this 
Order  had  been  deferred  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  the  Ship  had 
run  upon  the  Point,  which  appeared  fome  Moments  after.  The 
4th  at  Night,  we  anchored  for  the  firll  Time,  a  little  below 
what  they  call  the  P^/x  of  Mt/flw.  They  are  two  Heads  of  the 
fame  Mountain,  v^hich  is  about  two  Leagues  within  Land.  I 
do  not  think  one  can  (ce  a  wilder  Country  ;  there  is  nothing  to 
be  fcen  but  poor  Woods,  Rocks,  Sands,  and  not  one  Inth  of 
good  Land  ;  there  are  indeed  fome  fine  Springs,  and  Plenty  of 
good  Wild-Fowl ;  but  it  is  impoflible  for  any  but  Savages  and 
Canadians  to  follow  their  Game  in  fuch  a  Place.  On  the  other 
Side  of  the  River  is  the  Shoal  of  Mamcouagany  famous  for  more 
than  one  Ship-wreck,  which  advances  two  Leagues  into  the 
River.  It  takes  its  Name  from  a  River  which  rifes  in  the  Moun- 
tains of  Labrador^  makes  a  pretty  large  Lake,  which  bears 
the  fame  Name,  but  more  commonly  that  of  St.  Barnabas^  and 
difchargcs  itfelf  into  the  River  St.  Laurence  acrofs  the  Sand  : 
Some  of  our  Maps  call  it  la  Rivitre  Noire  (the  Black  River.) 

The  8th  we  fct  Sail,  but  it  was  not  worth  our  while  for  the 
Way  we  made;  but  Variety  of  Amufement and  Exercife  is  good 
for  Sailors.  IntheNightof  theioth  we  made  ic  Leagues;  and  in 
half  a  League  more  we  had  cleared  the  moft  difficult  Paflage  of 
the  River.  We  alfo  fhould  have  got  into  the  ftrong  I'ides,  for  to 
this  Place  they  are  hardly  yet  perceivable  but  at  tJie  Shores :  But 
the  Wind  changed  fuddenly  to  the  South  Weft,  and  obliged  us 
to  feek  for  Shelter,  which  we  found  under  Ifle  Ferte  or  Green 
Ijlandy  where  we  remained  five  Days.  We  wanted  nothing  here, 
but  at  the  End  of  this  Time,  we  refolved  to  try  if  we  could  not 
find  on  the  North  Side,  as  we  were  made  to  hope,  fome  Land 
Winds,  which  would  carry  us  into  the  great  Tides. 

We  went  therefore,  and  anchored  at  MoulinBaude  (Baude  Mill) 

r^^  c                    the  Traverfe  is  five  Leagues  over.     Upon  ar 
Of  Saguenay,       -  -  _    -     .       §      .     r. 

Pert 

a  ttream  of  clear  Water.  They  might  build 
a  Water-Mill  here,  but  it  is  not  likely  it  will  ever  be  done. 
There  is  not  perhaps  a  Country  in  the  World  lefs  habitable^than 
this.  The  Saguenay  is  a  little  higher  j  it  is  a  River  which  the 
largeft  Veflels  may  go  up  25  Leagues  j  at  the  Entrance  we  leave 
the  Port  of  Tadoujac  to  the  Right.  The  greateft  Part  of  ouv 
Geographers  have  here  placed  a  Town,  but  where  there  never 
was  out  one  French  Houfe,  and  fome  Huts  of  Savages  who 
came  there  in  the  Time  of  the  Trade,  and  who  earned  away 
their  Huts  or  Booths,  when  they  went  away  ;  and  this  was  the 
whole  Matter.  It  is  true  that  this  Port  has  been  a  long  Time 
the  Refort  of  all  the  Savage  Nations,  of  the  North  and  Eaft,  and 

that 


,    ,      „       ^\    riving  here,  I  alked  to  lee  the  Mill,  and  they 
"        ^  V     fhewed  me  fome  Rocks,   from  whence   ifl'ued 
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that  the  French  reforteJ  hither  as  foon  as  the  Navigation  was 
Krec,  both  from  France  and  Canada  ;  the  Miflionarics  aJfo  made 
Ufc  of  the  Opportunity,  and  came  to  trade  here  for  Heaven : 
And  when  the  Trade  was  over,  the  Merchants  returned  to  their 
Homes,  *he  Savages  took  the  Way  to  their  Villages  or  Forefts, 
and  the  Gofpcl  Labourers  followed  the  laft,  to  compleat  their 
Jnftruftions.  Yet  fome  Accounts,  and  fome  Travellers,  have 
fpokcn  much  of  Tadoujfac ;  and  the  Geographers  have  fuppofed 
it  was  a  Town";  and  fome  Authors  have  given  it  a  Jurifdidion. 

Tadoujfac  in  other  Refpe6\s,  is  a  good  Port,  and  they  aflured 
me  that  25  Men  of  War  might  lay  here  (heltercd  from  all  Winds ; 
that  the  Anchorage  is  fafe,  and  Entrance  eafy.  Its  Shape  is  al- 
moft  round,  fome  ileep  Rocks  of  a  prodigious  Height  Airround 
it  on  all  Sides,  and  a  fmall  Stream  runs  from  them,  which  may 
fupply  the  Ships  with  Water.  All  the  Country  is  full  of  Mar- 
ble ;  but  its  grcateft  Riches  would  be  the  Whale  Fifhery.  In 
1705,  being  at  Anchor  with  the  Herot  in  this  Place,  I  faw  four 
of  thefe  Fifli»  which  were  between  Head  and  Tail,  almofl  as  long 
as  our  Ship.  The  Bifcaniers  have  followed  this  Fifhery  formerly 
with  Succefs,  and  there  is  ftiil  upon  a  little  Ifland  of  their  Name, 
and  which  is  little  lower  than  Ifle  Veite  (Green  Ijland)  fome  Re- 
mains of  the  Furnaces,  and  the  Ribs  of  the  Whales.  What  a 
Difference  it  there  betwixt  a  fixt  Filhcry,  which  they  might  fol- 
low quietly  in  a  River,  and  that  which  they  go  to  Greenland  for 
with  fo  much  Danger  and  Expence.  The  two  following  Days 
there  was  no  Land  Wind,  and  we  greatly  regretted  our  firft  An- 
chorage, near  which  there  were  fome  /^/v«f  A  Habitations,  whereas 
here  we  faw  neither  Man  nor  Beaft  :  In  fhort,  the  3d  Day  at 
Noon  we  weighed  Anchor,  and  we  cleared  the  Paifage  of  Vljle 
Rouge  (Red IJland)  which  is  diflicult.  You  mull  firlt  bear  upon 
the  Ifland  as  if  you  would  land  on  it,  this  is  to  fhun  the  Point* 
aux  Allouctis  (Lark  Point)  which  is  at  the  Entrance  of  hagu  nay 
'  upon  the  Left,  and  which  advances  greatly  into  the  River ;  hav- 
ing done  this,  we  change  our  Courfe.  The  PafliK^e  on  the  South 
of /.'7/7e?  Rouge  is  much  fafer,  but  to  do  this  we  niuft  have  gone 
back,  and  the  Wind  might  have  failed  us.  Vi^  e  Rouge  is  only 
a  Rock  a  little  above  Water,  which  appears  red,  and  upon 
which  more  than  one  Ship  has  been  loft. 

The  next   Day  with  little  Wind   and  Tide,   we   came  to  an 

Of  the  1(1  aux     -^"^^^or  above  the  Ifland  Coudres,  which  is  1 5 

Co/dres,  iL  the    ^eagues  from  Quebec  zn^Tadouffhc,   ar.d  thi* 

jQ  If  railage  is  dangerous,  when  the  Wmu  y^  not 

•^'  to  our  Defire;  it  is  rapid,  flraight,  and  1  Mile 

long.     Formerly  it  was  much  fafer,   but  in  1663  an  Earthquake 

rooted  up  a  Mountain,   and  threw  it  upon  the  Ifle  of  CVw*.  .  % 

whichwas  made  one  half  larger  than  before,  and  in  the  Place  of  u.c 

',  I  Mountain 
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Mountain  there  appeared  a  Gulf,  which  it  is  not  fafe  to  approach. 
We  might  have  palFcd  on  tlie  oouth  of  the  Ifland  Coudresy  and 
this  Paffage  would  have  been  fafe  and  eafy  ;  it  bears  the  Name 
of  M.  d'theri'tlU,  who  tryed  it  with  Succefs,  but  it  is  the  Cuftom 
to  pafs  by  the  North,  and  Cuftom  is  an  abfolute  Law  for  the  Ge- 
nerality of  Mankind. 

Above  the  Gulph  I  have  juft  mentioned  is  the  Bay  of  St.  Pauly 
Of  th    ^       f    ^^^'"^  ^^^  Habitations   begin  on  the  North 
o     "b     ^  ■*  IV  7     Side  ;  and  there  are  fome    Woods  of  Pine- 
"'  Trees,  which  are  much  valued  :  Here  arc  alfo 

fpme  red  Pines  of  great  Beauty.  Meflis.  of  the  Seminary  of 
ilnebec  arc  Lords  of  this  *  Bay.  Six  Leagues  higher,  there  is 
a  very  high  Promontory,  which  terminates  a  Chain  of  Moun- 
tains, which  extend  above  400  Leagues  to  the  Weft:  It  is  call- 
ed Cape  Tormenty  probably  becaufe  he  that  gave  it  this 
l^ame,  fufFered  here  by  a  Guft  of  Wind.  The  Anchorage  is 
good,  and  we  are  furrounded  by  Iflands  of  all  Sizes,  which  afford 
a  very  good  Shelter.  The  moft  confiderable  is  the  Ifle  of  Or- 
leansy  the  Fields  of  which  being  all  cultivated,  appear  like  an 
Amphitheatre,  and  terminate  the  Profpedl  very  pleafingly.  This 
Iflanc'  is  about  14  Leagues  in  Compafs ;  and  in  1676  it  was 
niadc  a  Title  of  Honour,  and  firft  gav^e  Title  of  Count  to  Francis 
Bertheloty  Secretary  General  of  the  Ordinance,  by  the  Stile  of 
Count  St.  Laurence ;  who  purchafed  it  of  Francis  de  La'valy  firft 
Bilhop  of  ^lehec.  It  contained  then  four  Villages,  but  it  has 
now  fix  Parilhes  pretty  well  peopled.  Of  the  two  Channels 
made  by  this  Ifland,  that  of  the  South  only  is  navigable  for 
Ships  :  Even  Boats  cannot  pafs  that  of  the  North  but  at  high 
Water  :  So  that  from  Cape  Torment  we  muft  traverfe  the  River 
to  go  to  ^ebecj  and  this  Traverfe  has  its  Difficulties  ;  we  meet 
with  fome  moving  Sands,  on  which  there  is  not  abi'ays  Water 
enough  for  large  Vefl"els,  fo  that  this  is  never  attempted  but 
whilft  the  Tide  flows.  But  this  Difiiculty  might  be  ftiunned  by 
taking  the  PaflTage  of  M.  d^Iber'ville.  Cape  Torment^  from  which 
we  pafs  tofnake  the  Traverfe,  is  1 10  Leagues  from  the  Sea,  and 
yet  the  Water  is  a  little  brackifti :  It  is  not  fit  todrink,  but  at  the 
Entrance  of  the  two  Canals,  which  form  the  Ifle  of  Orleans. 
This  is  a  Phoenomenon  pretty  hard  to  explain,  efpecially  ^if  we 
confide r  the  great  Rapidity  of  the  River,  notwithftanding  its 
Breadth.  The  Tide  flows  here  regularly  5  Hours,  and  ebbs 
feven.  At  Tadoujfac  it  ebbs  and  flows  fix  Hours  ;  and  the  higher 
we  go  up  the  River,  the  more  the  Flood  diminiflies,  and  the  Ebb 
increafes.  At  twenty  Leagues  above  ^ebec  it  flows  three  Hours, 
gnd  ebbs  nine.  Higher  up  the  Tide  is  not  perceivable.  When  it  is 

,         •A  very  good  Lead  Mine  ha$  been  found  here  lately. 
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balf  Flood  in  the  Port  of  Tadouffac^  and  at  the  Entrance  of  6"/?- 
guenay,  it  is  but  juft  beginning  to  flow  at  Checmtimi^  twenty-five 
Leagues  higher  up  the  River  Sarufnay;  and  yet  it  is  high  Water 
at  the  three  Places  at  the  fame  Time :  This  happens  no  Doubt 
becaufe  the  Rapidity  of  the  River  Sapuenayy  greater  than 
that  oi  St.  Laurence^  running  againft  the  Tide,  makes  an  Equili- 
brium for  feme  Time  between  C/jecoutmi,  and  the  Entrance  of 
the  Saguenay  into  the  Great  River.  This  Rapidity  was  not  lb  great 
butfince  the  Earthquake  of  1663.  This  Earthquake  overthrew  a 
Mountain  in  the  River,  which  flraitened  its  Bed,  and  formed  a 
Peninfula,  which  they  call  Cbecoutimi^  above  which  the  Stream  is 
fo  ftrong,  that  Canoes  can't  get  up  it.  The  Depth  of  Saguenay, 
from  its  Mouth  up  to  Checoutimiy  is  equal  to  its  Rapidity  :  So  that 
it  would  not  be  fafe  to  anchor  in  it,  if  they  could  not  make  fail 
their  Veflels  to  the  Trees  that  cover  the  Banks  of  this  River. 

It  is  alfo  found  that  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Laurence^  at  eight  or 
ten  Leagues  from  the  Land,  the  Tides  are  different,  according 
to  the  various  Situations  of  the  Land,  or  the  Difference  of  the 
Seafons  ;  that  in  fome  Places  they  follow  the  Winds,  and  in  o- 
thers  they  run  arrainft  the  Wind  ;  that  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River, 
at  certain  Months  of  the  Year,  the  Currents  always  run  to  the 
Sea,  and  in  others  always  towards  the  Land ;  and  laftly,  that  in 
the  River  itfelf,  till  near  the  feven  Iflands,  that  is  to  /ay,  fixty 
Leagues,  there  is  no  Flux  on  the  South  Side,  nor  any  Reflux  on 
the  North  Side.  It  is  not  eafy  to  give  any  good  Re:ifons  for  all 
this  ;  all  that  can  be  faid,  with  the  greateft  Probability,  is,  that 
there  are  fome  Motions  under  Water,  which  produce  thefe 
Irregularities,  or  that  there  are  fome  Currents  vhich  come  and 
go  fi-om  the  Surface  to  the  Bottom,  and  from  the  Bottom  to  the 
Surface,  in  the  Manner  of  Pumps.  Another  Obfervation  to  be 
made  here  is,  that  the  Variation  of  the  Compafs  (which  in  fome 
Ports  of  France,  is  but  two  or  three  Degrees  North  Weft)  con- 
tinues always  decreafing  till  we  come  to  the  Azores,  where  there 
is  no  longer  any  Variation  ;  but  from  thence  it  increafes  in  fuch 
a  Manner,  that  upon  the  Great  Bank  of  Nc-n.foimdland  it  is 
twenty-two  Degrees  and  more  ;  afterwards  it  begins  to  decreafe, 
but  flowly,  fmce  it  is  ftill  fixtecn  Degrees  at  ^ubec,  and  twelve 
in  the  Country  of  the  Hurons,  where  the  Sun  fets  thirty-three 
Minutes  later  than  at  ^ebec. 

Sunday  the  twenty-fecond,  we  caft  Anchor  by  the  Ifle  of  Or- 
r.  leans,  where  we  went  to  take  an  Airing, 
^  till  the  Return  of  the  Tide.  I  found  this 
Country  fine,  the  Soil  good,  and  the  Inha- 
bitants pretty  well  at  their  Eafe.  They  have  the  Charai^tcr  of 
being  given  to  Witchcraft;  and  they  are  confulted,  they  fay,  up- 
on future  Events,  aud  concerning  wjjat  pafTes  in  diilant  Places. 

D  For 
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For  Inilance  :  If  the  Ships  of  France  do  not  arrive  fo  foon  •» 
ofual,  they  are  confulted  to  hear  News  of  them,  and  it  is  faid 
they  have  fometimes  anfwered  pretty  true  ;  that  is  to  /av,  having 
guefTed  right  once  or  twice,  and  having  out  of  Divernon  made 
People  believe  that  they  fpoke  from  a  certain  Knowledge,  Peo- 
ple fancied  they  had  confulted  the  Devil. 

When  yames  Cartier  difcovered  this  Ifland,  he  found  it  full  of 
Vines,  and  named  it  the  Iflc  of  Bacchus.  This  Navigator  was  a 
Britain.  After  him  there  came  fome  Normans  j  who  plucked  up 
the  VineSj  and  fubftituted  Pomona  and  Ceres  in  the  Room  of 
Bacchus.  In  Faft,  it  produces  good  Wheat  and  excellent  Fruit. 
They  alfo  begin  to  cultivate  Tobacco,  and  it  is  not  bad. — At 
length,  on  Mon.iay  the  23d,  the  Camel  anchored  before  ^tehect 
where  I  arrived  two  Hours  before  in  a  Canoe  of  Bark.  1  have 
a  thoufand  Leagues  to  travel  in  thefe  brittle  Vehicles  :  I  muft 
ufe  myfelf  to  them  by  Degrees..  -This  is.  Madam,  all  that 

I  could  recolleft  of  the  Particulars  of  my  Voyage.— I  fhall  have 
fbmething  of  more  Confec[uence  to  write  herea/ter. 

'  '  '  *     •  I  am,  &c. 


.^> 
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A  De/cription  c/"  Quebec,  CharaSIer  of  the  Inhabitants,    and  the 
Manner  a/'  Li'ving  in  the  Ft^EKCH  Colony.  . 


Mad  AM^ 


Quebec,  0<5.  28,  1720. 


I  Am  going  to  fpeak  of  ^ehec. — All  the  Defcriptions  I  have 
hitherto  feen  of  i'  are  fo  different,  that  I  thought  it  would 
be  a  Pleafure  to  you  to  fee  a  true  Pifture  of  this  Capital  of 
l^enu  France.  It  really  deferves  to  be  known,  were  it  only  for 
the  Singularity  of  its  Situation  ;  for  it  is  the  only  City  in  the 
World  that  can  boaft  of  a  Port  in  frefli  Water  a  hundred  and 
twenty  Leagues  from  the  Sea,  and  capable  of  containing  one 
-hundred  Shi^s  of  the  Line.  It  is  alfo  fituated  on  the  moft  navi- 
gable River  m  the  World. 

This  River,    up  to  the  Ifle  of  Orleans,   that  is  to  fay,  one 

Wh        A  N         hundred  and  ten,  or  one  hundred  and  twelve 

f^"^t,    ^  •  '^^^     Leagues  from  the  Sea,  is  never  lefs  than  four 

tj  ^jueoec  IS  ae-     ^^  ^^^  Leagues  wide  ;  but  above  the  Ifland 

'^''^^  *  it  grows  narrower  all  at  once,   fo  that  before 

^ebec  it  16  but  a  Mile  broad,  which  gave  it  the  Name  of  ^ue- 
heiotOx^ebeci  which,  in  the  Algonquin  Language,  fignifies  Con- 
trarian,   The  Abenaquis,  whofe  Language  is  a  Dialed  of  the 

Algonquin, 
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Jlgenquin,  call  it  ^libect  which  Agnifies  fomething /&«/«/ ;  be« 
caufe,  at  the  Entrance  of  the  little  River  Chaudiere,  by  which 
the  Savages  came  to  Quebec  from  the  Neiehbourhood  of  Acadia^ 
the  Point  of  Lt<vi  which  advances  upon  tnc  Ifle  of  Orleans^  en- 
tirely hides  the  South  Channel,  and  the  Ifle  of  Orleans  hides  the 
North  ;  fo  that  the  Port  of  i^ebec  appears  only  like  a  great  Bay. 
The  firft  Thing  that  appears  upon  entering  the  Road,  is  a  fine 
_.,     r  1/     X.       Sheet  of  Water,  about  thirty  Feet  wide,  and 
Tht  Fall  of       f         pggj  i^j  ,  ^     J  J  jj.  direaiy  at  the  En- 
Montmorenci.         ^^^^^^  ^f  ^^^  fj^jj^  Channel  of  the  Ifle  of  Or- 
leans^  and  it  is  feen  from  a  long  Point  of  the  South  Coaft  of  the 
River;  which, as  I  faid before,  feems  to  bend  upon  the   Ifle  of 
Orleais,     This  Cafcade  is  called  the  Fall  of  Montmorencit    and 
the  Point  bears  the  Name  of  Levi-,  for  Ne-w France  ha^X  fucccf- 
fively  for  Viceroys,  the  Admiral  Monimorcnci,   and  the  Duke  de 
yciitadour  his   Nephew.     Every  Body  would  judge  that  fuch  a 
large  Fall  of  Water,  which  runs  continually,  was  the  Difchargc 
of  fome  fine  River,  but  it  is  only  derived  from  an  inconfiderable 
Current  which  in  fome  Places  is  not  Ancle  deep  ;    but  it  runs 
continually,  and  has  its  Rife  from  a  Lake  about  twelve  Leagues 
from  the  Fall. 
The  City  is  a  League  higher,  and  on  the  fame  Side,  in  the 
_.,    „.       .      c    very  Place  where  the  River  is  narroweft  ;  but 
The  Situation  of    ^^^^^^^   ^j.^   q-^^^  ^nd  the    Ifle   of  Orleans, 

^"  there  is  a  Bafon  a  full  League  in  Extent  every 

Way,  into  which  the  River  St.  Charles  difchargcs  itfelf,  which 
comes  from  the  North-Weft,  ^ebec  is  between  the  Mouth  of 
this  River  and  Diamond  Cape,  which  advances  a  little  into  the 
River  ^t.  Laurence.  The  Moorings  are  over-againll  the  City, 
There  is  twenty-five  Fathom  Water,  and  good  Anchorage  ;  yet, 
when  the  North-Eaft  blows  hard.  Ships  fometimes  drive  upon 
their  Anchors,  but  without  Danger. 

When  Samuel  de   Champlain  founded  this   Cii^  in    1608,    the 
n  r  -^  ■       e      Tide  rofe    fometimes    to    the    Foot  of  the 

^^  ^  '  tired  by  Degrees,  and  left  a  great  Space  dry, 

where  they  have  built  the  lower  City,  which  is  at  prefent  high 
enough  above  the  Shore  to  fecure  the  Inhabitants  againft  the 
Inundations  of  the  River.  The  firft  Thing  we  find  at  landing, 
is  a  pretty  large  Spot  of  an  irregular  Figure,  which  has  in 
Front  a  Row  of  Houfes  pretty  well  built,  their  Backfide  clofe  to 
the  Rock,  fo  that  they  have  but  litiie  Depth  :  They  make  a 
pretty  long  Street,  which  takes  up  the  whole  Breadth  of  the 
Place,  and  extends  from  Right  to  Left  to  two  Ways,  which  lead 
to  the  upper  City.  The  Place  is  bounded  on  the  Left  by  a 
fmall  Church,  and  on  the  Ricjht  by  two  Rows  of  Houfes  built  on 

.      CT  3     .  a  Parallel. 
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a  Parallel.  There  is  one  Row  on  the  other  Side  between  the 
Church  and  the  Port  ;  and  at  the  Turning  of  Cape  Diamond^ 
there  is  ano  ;her  pretty  long  Range  of  Houfes  on  the  Side  of  a 
fmall  Bay,  which  is  called  t\it  I* A^ede Meres i( Mother's  Bay.)  This 
Quarter  may  be  reckoned  a  Kind  of  Suburb  to  the  lower  City. 

Between  this  Suburb  and  the  great  Street  we  afcend  to  the 
upper  City,  by  a  Way  fo  deep,  that  they  have  been  obliged  to 
make  Steps,  fo  that  we  can  only  afcend  on  Foot  ;  But  taking 
the  Right  Hand  Side,  they  have  made  a  Way  which 
is  not  fo  fteep,  and  which  is  bordered  by  Houfes  :  'Tis 
at  the  Spot  where  the  two  Ways  meet,  that  the  upper  City  be- 
gins on  the  Side  towards  the  River  St.  Laurence  ;  for  there  is 
another  lower  City  on  the  Side  of  the  River  St.  Charles.  The 
firft  remarkable  Building  we  find  to  the  Right  of  the  firft  Side,  is 
the  Biihop's  Palace  :  All  the  Left  is  bordered  with  Houfes. 
Twenty  Paces  further,  we  arrive  at  two  pretty  large  Squares,  or 
Openings  :  That  on  the  Left  is  the  Place  of  Arms,  which  is 
before  the  Fort,  where  the  Governor-General  refidts.  The  Re- 
collets  areover-againft  it,  and  fome  pretty  good  Houfes  are  built 
on  the  other  Side  of  the  Square. 

Li  that  on  the  Right  Hand,  we  meetfirfl  the  Cathedral,  which 
alfo  ferves  as  a  Parilh  Church  to  all  the  City.  The  Seminary  is 
on  one  Side,  upon  the  Angle  made  by  the  River  St.  Laurence  and 
the  River  St.  Charles.  Over-againft  the  Cathedral,  is  the  Je- 
fuits  College,  and  between  both  there  are  pretty  good  Houi'es. 
From  the  Place  of  Arms,  we  enter  two  Streets,  which  are  crofled 
by  a  third,  which  is  entirely  taken  up  by  the  Church  and  Con- 
vent of  the  Rccollets.  The  fecond  Opening  has  two  Defcents 
to  the  River  St.  Charles  ;  one  very  fteep  on  the  Side  of  the  Se- 
minary, where  there  are  few  Houfes  ;  the  other,  by  the  Side  of 
the  ye/uits  Inclofure,  which  winds  very  much,  and  has  the  Hotel 
Dieu  about  the  Mid- way,  is  bordered  by  fmall  Houfes,  and  ends 
at  the  Palace  of  the  Intendant.  On  the  other  Side  of  the  Je^ 
Ju'its  College,  where  the  Church  is,  there  is  a  pretty  long  Street, 
in  whicb  are  the  Ur/ulines.—^o  conclude,  all  the  upper  City  is 
built  on  i-  Foundation  of  Marble  and  Slate,  (a) 

This  is,  Madam,  the  Topography  of  ^ebec  ;  which,  as  you 
fee,  has  a  pretty  large  Extent.  Moft  of  the  Houfes  are  built  of 
Stone  ;  and  yet  it  is  reckoned  to  contain  but  about  feven  thou- 
fand  Souls. — But  to  give  you  a  juft  ^  >a  of  this  City,  I  fliail  de- 
fcribe  its  principal  Buildings  more  particularly,  and  then  I  fhall 
give  an  Account  of  its  Fortifications. —-The  Church  of  the  lower 
City  was  built  in  Confequence  of  a  Vow  made  during  the  Siege 

y.     (a)  This  City  is  confiderably  increafed  within  tlie  laft  twenty  Years. 
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of  ^ebect  in  i6qo.  It  is  dedicated  to  Our  Lady  of  Viflory^  and 
ferves  the  Inhaoitants  of  the  lower  City.  It  is  a  very  plain 
Building  :  All  its  Ornament  is  a  modeft  Neatnefs.  Some  Sillers 
of  a  Congregation  which  I  fhall  mention  hereafter,  are  lodged 
between  this  Church  and  the  Port.  There  are  but  four  or  five, 
and  keep  a  School. 

This  Epifcopal  Palace  is  finifhed,  excepting  the  Chapel, 
and  half  the  Buildings  of  the  Defign,  which  was  intended  to  be 
a  long  Square.  If  it  is  ever  nniftied,  it  will  be  avery  fine  Build- 
ing. The  Garden  extends  to  the  Brow  of  the  Rock,  and  com- 
mands all  the  Road.— When  the  Capital  of  AVzu  France  fliall  be 
as  flourilhing  (a)z.%  that  of  the  Old,  (we  muftdefpair  of  nothing, 
Paris  was  a  long  Time  much  lefs  than  ^cbec  is  now,)  as  far  as 
the  Eye  can  reach  they  will  fee  only  Towns,  Caftles,  Countiy 
Houfes  ;  and  all  this  is  already  fketched  out  :  And  the  River  5/. 
Laurence  that  majeftically  rolls  her  Waters,  and  brings  them  from 
the  Extremity  of  the  North  or  the  Weft,  will  be  covered  with 
Veflels.  The  Ifle  of  Orleans^  and  the  two  Banks  of  the  two 
Rivers  that  form  this  Port,  will  difcover  fine  Meadows,  rich 
Hills,  and  fertile  Fields ;  and  nothing  is  wanting  for  this  End, 
but  to  be  more  peopled.  A  Part  of  a  charming  Valley  (which 
the  River  St.  Charles  winds  plcafingly  through)  will,  no  Doubt, 
be  joined  to  the  City,  of  which  it  will  certainly  make  the  fineft 
Quarter  :  And  when  they  have  bordered  all  the  Road  with  no- 
ble Quays,  and  we  Jhall  fee  three  or  four,  hundred  Ships  loaded 
with  Riches  which  hitherto  we  have  not  known  how  to  value, 
and  bringing  back  in  Exchange  thofe  of  the  Old  and  New 
World,  you  will  acknowledge.  Madam,  that  this  Terrafs  will 
afford  a  Profpedl  that  nothing  can  equal. 

The  Cathedral  would  not  be  a  fine  Parifh  Church  in  one  of 
The  Cath  d    I      ^^  fmalleft  Towns  in   France.     Judge,  then, 

„^j  */.    c  ^-  if  it  deferves  to  be  the  Seat  of  the  only  Bi- 

and  the  bemtnary.       „        •  ,      i-  u  •    •       n    l     r       /  r       •      • 
•^       Ihoprick  which  is  in  all  the  French  Empire  in 

Americuy  of  greater  Extent,  than  was  ever  that  of  the  Romans. 
The  Architedlure,  the  Choir,  the  great  Altar,  the  Chapels  of 
this  Cathedral,  appear  only  fit  for  a  Country  Church.  The 
moft  tolerable  Thing  belonging  to  it,  is  a  very  high  Tower  or 
Steeple,  folidly  built,  and  which  at  a  Diftance  makes  fomc  Ap- 
pearance. The  Seminary,  wjiich  joins  to  the  Church,  is  a  large 
Square,  the  Buildings  of  which  are  not  finifhed  :  What  is  built, 

r 

(a)  The  Event  of  Things  has  fhewn,  that  this  Author  had  not  a  true  Pro- 
phetic Spirit.  How  muft  tlie  French  be  mortified,  to  find  ;ill  their  fond  Hopes 
of  raifing  Quehec.  to  fuch  a  Height  of  Magnificence,  fruftrated  by  the  Valour 
of  the  Engllpj  Arms  ;  and  to  fee  th<it  vaft  Empire,  which  they  flattered 
themfelves  they  (hould  he  able  to  elkblilli  in  I^'cith  Amerka,  all  transilricd  and 
annexed  19  the ImperiaJ Crown  of  ^r.'ain  ! 

m 
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is  well  done,  and  with  all  the  Conveniencies  neceflary  in  this 
Country.  This  is  the  third  Time  of  building  this  Houfe.  It 
was  burnt  entirely  in  1703.  Andixn  O^ober,  1705,  when  it  was 
juft  rebuilt,  it  was  almoft  totally  deltroyed  by  Fire.  From  the 
Garden  there  is  a  Profped  of  the  Road,  and  the  River  St.  Charles^ 
{IS  far  as  the  Eye  can  reach. 

The  Fort  is  a  fine  Building,  which  is  to  be  flanked  with  two 

q.'.     r,  ,       advanced  Pavillions.      There    is    but    one 

1  be  tort  and       j^^jj^  ^^  prefent.     They  fay  the  other  is  to  be 

l^ape  AJi.imond.      ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^j  rj.^^  Entrance  is  a  large 

and  regular  Court ;  but  it  has  no  Garden,  becaufe  the  Fort  is 
built  upon  the  Edge  of  the  Rock.  A  fine  Gallery,  with  a  Bal- 
cony that  runs  the  whole  Length  of  the  Building,  makes  fome 
Amends  for  this  Defcft.  It  commands  the  Road  ;  to  the  Mid- 
dle of  which  onemayeafily  make  onefelf  heard  with  a  fpeaking 
Trumpet;  and  the  lower  City  appears  under  your  Feet.  Coming 
out  of  the  Fort,  and  paffing  to  the  Left,  we  enter  into  a  pretty 
large  Efplanade  ;  and,  by  a  gentle  Afcent,  we  arrive  at  the 
Top  of  AV/woW  C<7/r,  \v'hich  is  a  very  "fine  Platform.  Befides 
the  Pleafurc  of  the  Profpeft,  we  breathe  in  this  Place  the  pureft 
Air,  we  fee  Numbers  of  Porpoifes,  white  as  Snow,  play  on  the 
Surface  of  the  Water,  and  fometinies  pick  up  Stones  which  are 
more  beautiful  than  thofe  of  Aleucon,  or  Briftol.  I  have  feen  lome 
as  Vv-cll  formed  as  if  they  came  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  bell 
Workmar.     Formerly  they  were  common,   and   this  gave  the 

Name  to  the  Cape.     At  prefent  they  are  very  fcarce. The 

Pefccnt  to  the  Country  here  is  more  gentle  than  on  the  Side  of 
the  Efplanade. 

The  Rc^:ollets  have  a  large  and  fine  Church,  which  would  be  an 
Tif' '  R"coH 't-        Honour   to   them   at  Verfailles.     It  is  neatly 

— ^./  Tilr  i:„    '     roofed,  adorned  with  a  large  Gallery  (fome- 

«;rrt'//^£Urluiines.     ,,.      ,         \    r  xtt-     j         u  i"!       i.-  u 

thing  ncavy)  ot  Wood,  well  wrought,  which 

goes  all  round  ;  in  which  are  made  the  ConfefTionals.  In  Ihort, 
It  wants  nothing  ;  but  they  Ihould  take  away  fome  Pidlures  that 
nre  very  poorly  painted.  Father  Luke  has  placed  fome  here  that 
do  no  Credit  to  the  Place.  The  Houfe  is  anfwerable  to  the 
Church:  It  is  great,  folidly  built,  and  convenient,  accompa- 
nied with  a  large  Garden  well  cultivated.  The  Urfuline  Nuns 
havefufFered  twice  by  Fire,  as  well  as  the  Seminary  :  And  withal 
they  have  fuch  a  flendcr  Provifion,  and  the  Portions  they  receive 
v.-ith  thcM.iids  of  this  Country  are  fo  fmail,  that  the  firil  Time 
their  Houfe  was  burnt,  they  had  Thoughts  of  fending  them 
back  to  France  :  However,  they  have  made  a  Shift  to  re-eflablifh 
thcnifelves  both  Times,    and  their  Church  is   quite   finiflied. 


I!> 


faj  It  is  now  finifhed. 
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They  are  neatly  and  conveniently  lodged  :   It  is  the  Fruit  of 
the  good  Name  they  have  acquired  in  the  Colony  by  their  Pietyj 
CEconomy,  Sobriety,  and  Labour :    They  gild  and  embroider. 
All   are  uiefully  employed  ;    and  whatever  comes   from  tlicir 
Hands,  is  generally  of  a  good  Tafte. 

You  have  feen,  without  Doubt,  Madam,  in  fome  of  the  Rela- 
cr/   T  r  •♦  /^  /      t'^ons,  that  the  College  of  the  Jc/ui:s  is  a  very 
J   ^/-'OeluitsCi)/-     fine  Building.     It  is  certain,   that  when  this 
^^^'  City  was   a  rude  Heap  of  French  Barracks, 

and  Savage  Cabins,  this   Houfe   (the  only   one  with  the  Fort 
that  was  built  of  Stone)  made  fome  Figure.     The  fii  11  Travel- 
lers, who  judged  by  Comparifon,  have  reprefented  it  as  a  very 
line  Building.     Thofe  who  followed  them,  and  who,  according 
to  Cuftom,  copied  after  them,  fpoke  the  fame  Language  :    But 
the  Cabins  have  difappeared,   and  the  Barracks  are   changed  to 
Houfes,  moft  of  them  well  built  ;  fo  that  the  College  is  now  a 
Difgrace  to  the  City,  and  is  in  a  very  ruinous   Condition,  (a) 
The  Situation  is  bad  :    It  is  deprived  of  the  greatcft  Advan- 
tage it  could  have,  which  is  the  Profpcft.     It   had  at  firfl  the 
View  of  the  Road,  and  its  Founders  were  good  enough  to  fancy 
that  they  would  be  allowed  to  enjoy  it,  but  they   were  deceived.  . 
The  Cathedral  and  the  Seminary  make  a  Ma(k   that  leaves  them 
nothing  but  the  View   of  the   Square,    which  has  nothing  to 
make  Amends  for  what  they  have  loll.     The  Court  of  the  Col- 
lege is  fmall  and  dirty  ;  nothing  refembles  more  a   Farm  Yard,    \ 
The  Garden  is  large  and  well  kept,   and  is  bounded  by  a  little 
Wood,  a  precious  Remain  of  the  antient  Forcfl  that  formerly  co- 
vered this  whole  Mountain. 

The  Church  has  nothing  fine  on  the  Outfide,  but  a  pretty  Sort 
of  a  Steeple  :  It  is  entirely  covered  with  Slate,  and  is  the  only 
one  of  Canada  that  has  this  Advantage,  for  every  Thing  here  is 
covered  with  Shingles.  The  Infide  is  well  adcrncd  :  It  has  a 
fine  Gallery,  bordered  with  an  Iron  Baluilradc,  painted,  gilt,  and 
well  contrived  ;  a  Pulpit  entirely  gilt,  and  well  wrought  in 
Wood  and  Iron  ;  three  handfome  Altars  ;  fome  good  Pidurcs ; 
the  Roof  not  arched,  but  flat,  and  pretty  well  ornamented  ;  no 
Pavement,  but  a  good  Floor,  v.hich  makes  this  Church  more 
fupportable  in  Winter,  whilft  People  arc  frozen  with  Cold  in  the 
others.  I  do  not  mention  the  four  great  cylindric  inajji-ve  Columns'^ 
made  of  one  Block  of  a  certain  Porphyry  black  as  Jet-,  irithoiit  Spoff 
cr  Feins,  with  which  it  pleafed  the  Baron  de  la  Hcntan  to  enrich  the 
grand  Altar.  They  would  certainly  be  much  better  than  thofe 
they  have,  which  are  hollow,  and  coarfely  covered  with  Mar- 
ble. But  this  Author  might  eafily  obtain  Pardon,  if  he  liaJ 
difguifed  the  Truth,  only  to  adorn  the  Churches. 
(a)  The  College  is  fmce  rebuilt,  and  is  now  very  fine. 
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The  Hofpital  has  two  large  Halls,  one  for  the  Men  and  the 
other  for  the   Women  ;    the  Beds  are  well 

The  HofpitaL  kept,  the  Sick  are  well  attended,  and  every 
Thing  is  convenient,  and  very  neat.  The 
Church  is  behind  the  Woman's  Hall,  and  has  nothing  remarka- 
ble but  the  great  Altar,  the  Altar-piece  of  which  is  very  fine. 
This  Houfe  is  ferved  by  feme  Nuns  of  St.  Aujlin^  the  firft  of 
which  came  from  Dieppe,  They  have  begun  a  good  Houfe  here, 
but  it  is  very  likely  they  will  not  foon  finilh  it  for  Want  of  a  Fund. 
As  their  Houfe  is  fituated  on  th^  Midway  of  a  Hill,  on  a  Spot 
that  advances  a  little  upon  the  River  5/.  Charles^  they  have  a 
very  pretty  Prcfpeil. 

The  Houfe  of  the  Intendant  is  called  the  Palace^  becaufe  the 
Chief  Council  meets  there.  It  is  a  Grand  Pavillion,  the  Ends 
of  which  projefl  fome  Feet,  to  which  we  afcend  by  a  double 
Flight  of  Steps.  The  Front  tov/ards  the  Garden  is  much  plea- 
fanter  than  thi.t  of  the  Entrance,  having  a  View  of  the  little 
River.  The  Royal  Magazines  are  on  the  right  Side  of  the 
Court,  and  the  Prifon  is  behind.  The. Gate  at  the  Entrance  is 
mafked  by  the  Mountain,  on  which  the  upper  City  ftands,  and 
which  prefcnts  in  this  Place  only  a  fteep  Rock,  very  difagreea- 
ble  to  the  Sight.  It  was  much  worfe  before  the  Fire,  which 
fome  Years  ago  entirely  deftroyed  this  {a)  Palace,  for  it  had  no 
Court  in  Front,  and  the  Buildings  flood  upon  the  Street,  which 
is  very  narrow.  Going  down  this  Street,  or  more  properly 
fpeaking,  this  Way,  we  come  into  the  Country,  and  about  half 
a  Mile  diftant  ftands  the  General  Hofpital.     It  is  the   fineft 

cr-1   r^         iv  r     Houfe  in  Canada^  and  would  be  no  Difgrace 

.    ,  "'to  our  grcateil  Cities   of  France,     The   Re- 

^'^''''  ■        .      collets  formerly  pofleffed  this  Place  :  M.  de  St, 

Falliery  Bifhop  of^el>ec,  removed  them  into  the  City,  bought 
the  Ground,  and  fpent  100,000  Crowns  in  Buildings,  Furni- 
ture, and  a  Fund  for  its  Support.  The  only  Defeft  ol  this  Hof- 
pital is,  its  being  built  in  aMarfh;  however,  they  hope  to  remedy 
It  by  draining  the  Marlh  ;  but  the  River  St.  Charles  makes  an 
Elbow  in  this  Place,  and  the  Waters  do  not  eafily  run  off,  and 
this  can  never  be  well  mended. 

The  Prelate,  who  is  the  Founder,  has  his  Apartment  in  the 
Hou/e,  and  makes  it  his  ordinary  Refidence  ;  he  lets  out  his 
own  Palace,  which  is  alfo  his  own  Work,  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Poor.  He  did  not  difdain  to  fervc  as  Almoner  to  the  Hofpital, 
as  well  as  to  the  Nuns,  and  he  performed  the  Duty  of  this  Office 
with  a  Zeal  and  Ailiduity,  which  would  be  admired  in  a  com- 
mon Prieft,    who  was  to  live  by  this  Employment.     Artifts  or 


[a)  Tliiii  Palace  was  again  entirely  burnt  down. 
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thcrs,  whom  great  Age  or  Infirmities  have  deprived  of  j»etting 

their  livino-,  are  received  into  this  Hofpital,  to  a  certain  Number 

of  Beds  that  are  appropiated  for  this  Purpofe,   and  thirty   Nuns 

are  employed  to  attend  them*     It  is  a  Copy  of  t^ic  Hotel Dieu  of 

lilu:becy  but  to  diftinguifli  the  Nuns,    the  Bilhop  has  given  them 

fome   particular  Regulations,  and  makes  them  wear  a  Silver 

Crofs  upon  their  Breafts.     The  greateft  Part  of  them  are  of  good 

Families,  and  as  they  are  not  of  the  richeft  of  the  Country,    the 

Bifliop  has  given  Portions  to  many. 

i^luebec  is  n  >t  regularly  fortified,   but  they  have  been  long 

nr    I     V      if      employed   in  making  it  a  defenfible  Place : 
U/  the  torttji-     ^,j^jg  ^..^y  jj  ^^^  ^^^y  ^^  jjg  ^^^^^  .^  jjg  pj.g_ 

actions.  ^^^^  Condition.     The  Port  is  flanked  by  two 

BaiHons,  \vii/;h  at  the  high  Tides,  are  almoft  level  with  the 
Water,  that  is  to  fay ^  about  twenty-five  Feet  high,  for  the  Equi- 
nodtial  Tides  rife  fo  high.  A  little  above  the  Baftion  on  the 
right,  they  have  made  a  half  Baftion  in  the  Rock,  and  higher 
up,  by  the  Side  of  the  Gallery  of  the  Fort,  there  is  a  Battery  of 
twenty-five  Pieces  of  Cannon.  There  is  alittle  fquare  Fort  called 
the  Citadel  ftill  above  this ;  and  the  Ways  to  go  from  one  Forti- 
fication to  another  are  very  fteep.  To  the  left  of  the  Port,  all 
along  the  Road  up  to  the  River  St,  Charlest  there  are  good  Bat- 
teries of  Cannon,  and  fome  Mortars. 

FroL.  ";e  Angle  of  the  Citadel,  which  looks  towards  the  City»  , 
they  have  made  an  Oreille  of  a  Baftion,  from  whence  they  have 
made  a  Curtain  at  right  Angles,  which  runs  to  join  a  very  high 
Cavalier,  upon  which  there  is  a  Mill  fortified.  Defcending  from 
this  Cavalier,  we  meet,  at  about  the  Pittance  of  Mufket  Shot,  a 
firft  Tower  with  Baftions,  and  at  the  fame  Diftance  from  this  a 
fccond.  The  Defign  was  to  cover  all  this  with  a  Stone  facing, 
which  was  to  have  the  fame  Angles  as  the  Baftions,  and  which 
was  to  terminate  at  the  End  of  the  Rock  over  againft  the  Palace, 
where  there  is  a  little  Redoubt^  as  well  as  on  the  Diamond  Cape* 
I  know  not  why  this  has  not  been  executed.  Such  was,  Madam, 
pretty  near  the  State  of  ih-*  Place  in  17U,  when  the  £»f///^ 
fitted  out  a  great  Fleet  for  the  Conqueft  of  Canada^  which 
failed  of  Succefs  through  the  Raftmefs  of  the  Commander,  who, 
contrary  to  the  Advice  of  his  Pilot,  came  too  near  the  feven 
Ifles,  and  loft  all  his  largeft  Ships,  and  three  thoufand  Men  of 
his  beft  Troops. 

After  having  mentioned  what  is  moft  material  in  our  Capital,  I 
muft  fay  a  Word  or  two  of  its  Inhabitants  j  this  is  its  Beauty.  And 
if  upon  confideringonly  itsHoufes,  Squares,  Streets,  and  public 
Buildings,  we  may  reduce  it  to  the  Rank  of  the  fmalleft  Cities 
of  France^  the  Worth  of  thofe  who  inhabit  it,  fecures  it  the  Title 
of  Capital. 

E  I  have 
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1  have  already  faid  that  they  reckon  fcarcely   at  ^chec  fevcit 
^^    ,     r  /   /■      thoufand  Souls  ;  but  we  find  here   a   little 
VJ  the  Inhabi-     ^^^^^^  World,  which  wants  nothing  to  make 
'^  ^'  an   agreeable     Society.      A    Governor  Ge- 

neral {a)  with  his  Attendants,  Nobility,  Officers  of  the  Army, 
and  Troops  t  An  Intcndant  {b)  with  an  upper  Council,  and  the 
inferior  Jurifdidlions :  A  Commiffary  of  the  Marine  (r)  :  A 
Grand  Provoft  [d) :  AGrand  Surveyor  of  Highways,  and  a  Grand 
Mailer  of  the  Waters  and  Forelts  (e)  whofe  Jurifdiftion  is  cer- 
tainly the  moflextenfive  in  the  World :  Rich  Merchants,  or  who 
live  as  if  they  were  fuch  :  A  Bifhop  and  a  numerous  Seminary  : 
RecolUts  and  Je/uits  :  Three  Societies  of  Maidens,  well  compofed  : 
Circles  as  brilliant  as  in  any  other  Place,  at  the  Governor  s,  and 
the  Intendant's  Ladies.  Here  feems  to  me  to  be  every  Thing 
for  all  Sorts  of  People  to  pafs  their  Time  very  agreeably. 
And  fo  they  do  in  Reality,  and  every  one  endeavours  to  con- 
tribute what  they  can  towards  it.  They  play,  they  make  Parties 
of  Pleafure,  in  Summer,  in  Chariots,  or  Canoes  ;  in  Winter, 
in  Sledges  on  the  Snow,  or  (keating  on  the  Ice.  Shooting 
is  much  followed  ;  Gentlemen  find  this  their  only  Refource  to 
live  plent'fully.  The  News  current  is  but  little,  becaufe  the 
Country  furnifnes  fcarce  any,  and  the  News  from  Europe  comes 
all  together ;  but  this  affords  Converfation  for  great  Part  of 
the  Year :  They  make  political  Remarks  on  Things  paft, 
and  r.'iife  Conjedlures  on  future  Events  :  The  Sciences  and  the 
fine  Arts  have  their  Turn,  and  Converfation  never  grows  dull , 
The  Canadians,  that  is  to  fay  y  the  Creoles  of  Canaduy  breath  at 
their  Birth  an  Air  of  Liberty,  which  makes  them  very  agreeable 
in  the  Commerce  of  Life ;  and  our  Language  is  no  where  fpoken 
with  greater  Purity. 

There  is  nobody  rkh  here,  and  'tis  Pity,  for  they  love  to  live 
generoufly,  and  no  one  thinks  of  laying  up  Riches.  They  keep 
good  Tables,  if  their  Fortunes  will  afford  it,  as  well  as  to 
drefs  handfomely ;  if  not,  they  retrench  the  Expence  of  their 
Table  to  beftow  it  on  Drefs  ;  and  indeed  we  muft  allow  that 
our  Creoles  become  their  Drefs.  They  are  all  of  good  Stature, 
and  the  beft  Complexion  in  the  World  in  both  Sexes.  A  plea- 
fant  Humour,  and  agreeable  and  polite  Manners  are  common  to 
all ;  and  Clowniflinefs,  either  in  Language  or  Behaviour,  is  not 
known  among  them. 

[a)  The  Marquis  de  Vaudreml.  {b)  M.  Begon.  {t)  M.  Clerambaut  (rA'tgre- 
mm,    {d)  M,  Pevyt  dt  St,  Simert,    (?)  M,  le  Baron  de  Btkancourt. 
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It  is  not  fo,   as  they  fay,  with  the   Englijh  our   Neighbours, 
/       and  they  who  know  the  two  Colonies  only 

tnueen 
and  Frenc 


•*  /    t     1-rt.     by  the  Manner  of  livine,  aftine  and  fpeaking 

the  Lnglilh       I    ,      t  u  u-.     .  u     ^  .  •   i      •   j  * 

,    p,  ,       ol  the  inhabitants,   would  certainly  judge 


mcs. 


ours  to  be  the  nioft  flourilhing.  In  New  Eng- 
land., and  the  other  Provinces  of  the  Conti- 
nent of  America^  fubjeft  to  the  Britijh  Empire,  there  prevails  an 
Opulence,  of  which  they  feem  not  to  know  how  to  take  the  Be- 
nefit; and  in  A'ifw  France^  a  Poverty  difguifed  by  an  Air  of  Eafe, 
which  does  not  feem  conftrained.  Commerce,  and  the  Culture 
of  Plantations,  ftrengthen  the  former;  the  Indullry  of  the  In- 
habitants fupports  the  latter,  and  the  Tafte  of  the  Nation  diffufes  an 
unbounded  Agreeablenefs.  The  Englijh  Colonill  gathers  Wealth, 
and  never  runs  inta  any  fuperfluous  Expence :  The  French  enjoys 
what  he  has,  and  often  makes  a  Shew  of  what  he  has  not.  One 
labours  for  his  Heirs;  the  other  leaves  them  in  the  Neceflity  in 
which  he  found  himfelf,  to  fhift  as  well  as  they  can.  The  Eng- 
lijh  Americans  are  entirely  averfe  to  War,  becaufe  they  have  mucJi 
to  lofe  J  they  do  not  regard  the  Savages,  becaufe  they  think  they 
have  no  Occafion  for  them.  The  Youth  of  the  Frenchy  for  the 
contrary  Reafons,  hate  Peace,  and  live  well  with  the  Savages, 
whofe  Efteem  they  gain  during  a  War,  and  have  their  Friendfhip 
atall Times.  Icould  carry  the  Parallel  further,  but  I  mud  finifli : 
The  King's  Ship  is  ready  co  fail,  and   the  Merchant  Ships  are 

reparing  to  follow  it ;   and  perhaps  in  three  Days  there  will  not 

e  a  fingle  Ship  in  our  Road. 

/  am,  &c.   - 
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LETTER    III. 


Of  the  Huron  Village;    What  has  hindered  the  Progrefs  of  the 
French  Colony  ©/"Canada;  Of  the  Money  current  there. 


Ma  DA  M, 


Quebec,  Feb.  15. 


I  Am  returned  from  a  little  Journey  of  Devotion,  of  which  I 
(hall  give  you  an  Account,  but  1  mull  firll  acquaint  you,  that 
I  was  miftakcn  at  the  End  of  my  laft  Letter,  when  I  faid  the 
Road  of  ^ehec  would  be  empty  in  three  Days.  A  Ship  from 
Marfeilles  lies  here  ftill,  and  has  found  Means  to  be  under  Shel» 
terof  the  Ice,  with  which  this  Rvver  is  covered.  This  is  a 
Secret  which  may  be  of  fome  Ufe.  It  is  good  to  have  fome  Re- 
fource  againfi:  any  Accident  that  m  ay  happen.  The  Captain  of 
this  Ship  weighed  Anchor  the  3 2d  in  the  Evening,  and  after  he 
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had  made  about  a  League,  he  anchored  again  to  wait  for  fome 
of  his  Pafleiiger<:,  who  embarked  in  the  Middle  of  the  Night : 
He  then  gave  Orders  to  prepare  for  failing  as  foon  as  the  '^I'ide 
lliould  begin  to  fall,  and  went  to  Bed  in  pretty  good  Time. 
About  Midnin;I.t  they  waked  him,  to  let  him  know  that  the 
Vc-nel  was  filling  with  Water  :  They  pumped,  but  to  no  Pur- 
pofe  :  The  Water  increafed  continually,  mftead  of  diminifh- 
ing.  In  (hort,  every  one  began  to  think  of  faving  himfelf,  and 
it  was  Time.  The  laft  were  not  yet  alhore  when  the  Ship  dif- 
uppeared.  A  Bark  loaded  with  Merchandize  from  Montreal 
met  with  the  fame  Fate  at  the  Lake  St,  Pierre^  (Sf.  Peta-y)  but 
they  hope  to  get  them  both  up  again,  when  the  fine  Weather 
returns  j  and  they  flatter  themfelves  that  the  greatell  Fart  of  the 

Loading  of  thefe  two  Vefliels  will  not  be  loll, The  Affair  of 

the  Ship  of  Marfnlles  may  have  fome  Confequences  ;  for  the 
Captain  fufpefts  that  fome  Body  play'd  him  a  Trick. 

I  now  come  to  my  Pilgrimage.     Three  Leagues  froi  >   hence, 
J  n  r  •    •      r    ^^  ^^^  North-Eaft,  there  is  a  little  Village  of 

A  Uejcnption  OJ       ru^:a-„fJ,„.,„,      whnfp  rKanM     U  K.iJlf  nft^r 


Cbrijiian  Huronsy 


whofe  Chapel 


is  built  after 


Loretto.  the  l^odel,  and  with  alJtheDnTienfions,  of  the 

^anta  Cafa  of  Italyt  or  the  Houfe  of  loretto  ;  from  whence  they 
fent  to  our  new  Converts  an  Image  of  the  Virgin,  like  that  which 
is  in  that  celebrated  Place.  They  could  not  well  have  chofen  a 
wilder  Place  for  this  Miffion  :  Neverthelefs,  the  Concourfe  here 
is  very  great ;  and  whether  it  be  Fancy,  Devotion,  or  Prejudice, 
or  what  you  pleafc,  many  Pcrfons  have  alfured  me  that  they 
were  feized  upon  their  Arrival  here  with  a  fecret  and  holy  Hor- 
ror, which  they  could  not  refill  :  But  what  makes  a  ftill 
greater  Impreflion,  is  the  folid  Piety  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Defart. 

They  are  Savages,  but  they  retain  nothing  of  their  Birth  and 
cTL  y    I   f  ii       Original  out  what  is  valuable  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
e    ea   OJ    je     jj^g  sij^pij^itv  and  Freedom  of  the  firft  Age  of 
i^a-vages.  ^^^  World,  with  the  Addition  of  Grace  ;  the 

Faith  of  the  Patriarchs,  a  fincere  Piety,  that  Rcftitude  and  Do- 
cility of  Heart,  which  is  the  Character  of  Saints,  an  incredi- 
ble Innocence  of  Manners,  a  pure  Chriftianity,  on  which  the 
World  has  never  breathed  the  contagious  Air  that  corrupts  it, 
and  often  Aftions  of  the  moll  heroic  Virtue.  Nothing  is  more 
affedling  than  to  hear  them  fing  in  two  Choirs,  the  Men  on  one 
Side,  and  the  Women  on  the  other,  the  Prayers  of  the  Church, 
and  Hymns  in  their  own  Language.  Nothing  is  comparable  to 
the  Fervour  and  Modefty  which  they  make  appear  in  all  their 
Excrcifes  of  Religion.  I  never  faw  any  Perfon  who  was  not 
touched  with  it  to  the  Bottom  of  his  Soui. 

Phis  Village  was  formerly  more  populous  ;  but  Difeafes,  and 
fomething,  I  know  not  what,  that  reduces  infenfibly  to  nothing 

»  all 
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all  the  Nations  of  this  Continent,  have  greatly  diminifhed  the 
Number  of  Inhabitants.  The  Age  and  Infirmities  of  fome  of 
ihc'ir  anticnt  Paftors  had  alfo  made  fonme  Breaches  in  their  firft 
Fervour  ;  but  it  was  not  difficult  to  recover  them  ;  and  he  that 
governs  them  at  prefent,  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  keep  Things 
iipnn  the  Footing  he  found  them.  It  is  true,  that  they  takeajl 
Manner  of  Precautions  to  hinder  their  falling  off  again.  Strong 
Liquors,  the  moll  common,  and  almoll  the  only  Stumbling- 
JMock,  which  makes  the  Savages  fall,  are  forbid  by  a  folenin 
Vow,  the  'FranfgrciTion  of  which  is  puniflied  with  publick  Pe- 
nance, as  well  as  every  other  F.iult  which  caufes  Scandal  ;  and 
the  fecond  OfFenc'  generally  fuffices  to  banilh  the  Guilty,  with- 
out Hope  of  Return,  from  a  Place  which  ought  to  be  the  impene- 
trable Afylum  of  Piety  and  Innocence.  Peace  and  Subordina- 
tion reign  here  intirely  ;  and  ti  •  whole  Village  fcems  to  make 
but  one  Family,  regulated  a  the  pureft  Maxims  of  the 
Gofpel.  This  always  furpn^cs  every  one  who  knows  how  far 
thefe  People  (and  the  Huron:  efpecially}  do  naturally  carry  Pride 
and  the  Spirit  of  Independence. 

The  greatell,  and  perhaps  the  only  Trouble  of  a  MifTionary 
here,  is  to  find  Provifion  for  his  Flock.  The  Diftrift  they  pofTefs, 
cannot  fufficiently  fupply  them;  and  there  are  good  Reafons 
why  they  do  not  permit  them  to  abandon  it. — Monfieur  and 
Madam  Regon  were  of  our  Pilgrimage,  and  were  received  by 
thefe  good  People  with  a  Rcfpedt  due  to  Perfons  of  their  Rank, 
and  who  never  let  them  want  Necefl'arics.-  After  a  Reception 
entirely  military  on  the  Part  of  the  Warriors,  and  the  Shouts  of 
the  Multitude,  they  began  the  Exercifes  of  Piety,  which  was 
mutually  edifying  :  They  were  followed  by  a  general  Feaft,  at 
the  Expencc  of  Madam  Begoiu  who  received  all  the  Honours  of 
it.  The  Men,  according  to  Cuftom,  eat  in  one  Houfe,  and  the 
VVoraen  and  Children  in  another  :  I  fay  Houfe,  and  not  Cabin  ; 
for  thefe  Savages  are  lately  lodged  after  the  French  Manner^The 
Women  on  thefe  Occafions  ufed  only  to  (hew  their  Gratitude  by 
their  Silence  and  Modefty  ;  but  becaufe  it  was  a  Lady  of  the 
firft  Rank  that  was  then  in  the  Colony,  who  treated  the  whole 
Village,  they  granted  the  Huron  Women  an  Orator,  by  whom 
they  difplayed  to  their  illuflrious  Benefaftrefs  all  the  Sentiments 
of  their  Hearts.  As  for  the  Men,  after  the  Chief  had  made  a 
Speech  to  the  Intendant,  they  danced  and  fung  as  long  as  we 
picafed.  Nothing,  Madam,  is  lefs  diverting,  than  the^  Songs 
and  Dances  :  Firft,  all  are  feated  upon  the  Earth  like  Apes, 
without  any  Order.  From  Time  to  Time  a  Man  rifes  up  and 
comes  forward  flowly  into  the  Midft  of  the  Place,  always 
keeping  Time,  as  they  fay,  he  turns  his  Head  from  Side  to  Side, 
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fings  an  Air,  which  is  far  from  being  melodious  to  any  one  but 
a  Savage  born,  and  pronounces  fome  Words  which  have  no  great 
Meaning,  Sometimes  it  is  a  Song  of  War,  fomotimcs  a  Song  of 
Death,  Jometimes  an  Attack  or  a  Surprize;  i'or  as  thefe  People 
drink  nothing  but  Water,  they  have  no  drinking  Songs,  and  they 
have  not  yet  thought  of  finging  their  Amours.  Whilft  they 
fing,  all  the  Company  never  ceafe  to  beat  Time  by  drawing 
from  the  Bottom  of  their  Breail  an  He,  which  never  varies.  The 
Connoifleurs  fay  they  always  keep  Time  exa£lly.  I  refer  it  to  thcrn. 
When  one  has  ended,  another  takes  his  Place  :  And  this  conti- 
nues till  the  Aflembly  returns  them  Thanks ;  which  would  foon 
happen,  without  a  little  Complaifance,  which  it  is  good  to  have 
for  this  People.  It  is  in  Faft  a  very  tirefome  and  difagreeable 
Mufick,  at  leaft  to  judge  by  what  I  have  heard.  Throats  of 
Iron,  always  in  one  I'one  ;  Airs  which  have  always  fomething 
fierce,  or  mournful.  But  their  Voice  is  quite  different  when 
they  fing  at  Church.  As  for  the  Women,  their  Voices  have  a 
furprizing  Sweetnefs  ;  they  have  alfo  a  good  deal  of  Tafte  and 
Inclination  for  Mufick. 

Upon  thefe  Occafions,  the  Speech  is  the  beft  Thing.  They 
explain  in  few  Words,  and  generally  very  ingenioufly,  t'^e  Occa- 
fion  of  the  Feaft  ;  to  whicn  they  never  fail  to  give  fome  high 
Motives.  The  Praifes  of  the  Founder  are  never  forgotten  ;  and 
they  take  the  Opportunity  of  the  Prefence  of  fome  Perfons 
(efpecially  when  they  fpeak  before  the  Governor- General  or  the 
Jntendant)  to  a(k  fome  Favour,  or  to  make  fome  Reprefentation. 

The  Orator  of  the  Hurotis,  on  that  Day,  faid  fuch  witty  Things, 
that  we  fufpe»^ed  that  the  Interpreter  (who  was  the  Miflionary 
himfelf)  had  lent  him  his  Wit  and  Politeiiefs  with  his  Voice ; 
but  he  protcfted  that  he  had  added  nothing  of  his  own  ;  and  wc 
believed  him,  becaufe  he  is  known  to  be  one  of  the  moll  op(.'n 
and  fincere  Men  in  the  World,  (a) 

Before  I  had  taken  this  little  Journey,  I  had  made  feveral  Ex- 
curfions  about  this  City  ;  but  a^  the  Earth  was  every  where  co- 
vered with  Snow,  five  or  fix  Feet  deep,  I  could  thereby  learn 
nothing  of  the  Nature  of  the  Soil  ;  but  I  have  been  over  it 
formerly  in  all  Seafons,  and  I  can  afTure  you  that  it  is  very  rare 
to  fee  Lands  more  fruitful,  or  of  a  better  Quality.  I  applied 
niyfelf  very  diligently  this  Winter,  to  inform  myfelf  of  the  Ad- 
vantages which  might  be  made  of  this  Colony,  and  I  will  com- 
municate to  you  the  Fruit  of  my  Labours. Cavada  does  not 

**nrich  France  ;  this  is  a  Complaint  as  old  as  the  Country,  and 
it  is  not  without  Foundation.  It  has  no  rich  Inhabitants :  This 
is  alfo  true.  Is  this  the  Fault  of  the  Country,  or  is  it  not  owing 
alfo  to  the  firfl:  Settlers  ?  I  fliall  endeavour  to  make  you  able  to 
decide  this  Point. 


(a)  Father  P iter. Van,  Ricltr. 
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Canada. 


The  firfl  Source  oi  the  ill  Tortune  of  this  C  untry,  wliich  is 
honoured  with  the  Name  of  AVio  Fmnccr  was 
the  Report  which  was  at  full  fprcad  through 
the  Kingdom,  that  it  had  no  Mines ;  and. 
they  did  not  enough  confider  that  the  greatcll 
Advantage  that  can  be  drawn  from  a  Colony,  is  the  Increafe  of 
Trade  :  And  to  accomplilh  this,  it  requires  People  ;  and  thefc 
Peoplings  mull  be  made  by  Degrees,  lo  that  it  will  not  appear 
in  fuch  a  Kingdom  as  Frame  ;  And  that  the  two  only  Objefts 
which  prefented  themfelves  firft  in  Canada  and  Acadia^  (I  menn 
the  Furs  and  the  Fifhery,)  required  that  thefe  Countries  fhould 
be  peopled :  \i  they  had  been  fo,  they  had  perhaps  ^ivca 
greater  Returns  to  France^  than  Spain  has  drawn  from  the  richell 
Provinces  of  the  New  World  ;  efpecially  if  they  had  added 
Ship-building  :  But  the  Luftre  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  which 
came  from  Mexico  and  Pen:  fo  dazled  the  Eyes  of  all  Europe^  that 
a  Country  which  did  not  produce  thefe  precious  Metals,  was 
looked  upon  as  a  bad  Country.  Let  us  hear  upon  this  Subjcft  a 
fenfible  Author,  who  had  been  in  thefe  Places. 

*'  The  common  Queftions  they  make  (fays  Mark  Lefcarhot) 
•*  are  thefe  :  Is  there  any  Gold  or  Silver  ?  And  no  Body  afks, 
'•  Are  thefe  People  inclined  to  hear  the  Chtijlian  Doilrine  ? 
'*  And  as  to  the  Mines,  there  are  fome  indeed,  but  they  mud  be 
•'  wrought  with  Induftry,  Labour,  and  Patience.  The  fincft 
•*  Mine  that  I  know  of,  is  that  of  Corn-  and  Wine,  and  the 
•*  breeding  of  Cattle.  They  who  have  this,  have  Money  ;  and 
*'  we  do  not  live  upon  Mines.  The  Sailors  who  go  from  all 
"  Parts  of  Europe  to  get  Fifli  at  Netvfcundlnnd  and  beyond,  eight 
•'  or  nine  hundred  Leagues  diftant  from  their  Country,  find  there 
•*  good  Mines,  without  breaking  the  Rocks,  digging  into  the 
"  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  and  living  in  the  Darknefs  of  HeH. 
"  They  find,  I  fay,  good  Mines  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Waters, 
"  and  in  the  Trade  of  Fur  and  Skins,  of  which  they  make  good 
Money." 

gave  Nexv  France  a  very  bad  Name  without 
knowing  it ;  but  thofe  who  thought  to  get 
fome  Profit  by  it,  took  no  Meafures  for  this 
Purpofe.  Firft,  they  were  a  long  Time  be- 
fore they  fettled  upon  a  Place  :  They  c'eared 
the  Land  without  having  firft  well  examined  it :  They  (owed  it, 
and  raifed  Buildings  upon  it  ;  and  then,  without  knowing  whyy 
they  often  abandoned  it,  and  went  to  fome  other  Place.  This 
Inconftancy  was  the  great  Caufe  of  our  lofing  Acadia,  and  hin- 
dering us  from  making  any  Thing  of  it,  whilft  we  were  in  Pof- 
feflion  of  that  fine  Country. — The  Author  I  have  already  cited, 
and  who  was  a  Witnefs   of  our  Want  of  Refolution,   was  not 

afraid 
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afraid  to  blame  thofe  who  were  moH  guilty  in  this  AHair.  '♦  f» 
**  is  thus  (fays  he)  that  at  all  Time-)  we  make  much  ado  about 
nothing,  that  we  purine  new  F.nterpiizes  witli  i^reat  Heat,  and 
that  we  projcrt  fine  Heginninj^s,  and  then  quit  every  'riiin»r. 
In  Reality,  for  fuch  Undertakings  tliere  mull  be  a  Subfillence 
and  Support  ;  but  we  murt  alfo  have  Men  of  Rtfolution,  wJio 
**  will  not  foon  be  dilhcartcned,  and  have  this  Point  of  Honour 
*'  in  View,  Viilory  or  Death.,  that  Death  being  great  and  glorious 
**  which  happens  in  executing  a  great  Defign  j  fuch  as  laying 
*♦  the  Foundation  of  a  New  Kingdom,  and  ellablifhing  the 
**   Chrijlian  I'aith  among  People  where  GOD  is  not  known." 

I  come  now  to  Trade. The  Trade  of  Canada  has  been  a 

long  Time  folely  in  the  Filhery  and  Skins.  The  Cod  Filhery 
was  carried  on  upon  the  Great  Bank,  and  upon  the  Coafts  of 
Ne-wfounMandj  a  long  I'ime  before  they  difcovered  the  River 
of  St,  Laurence :  Ihey  bethought  themfelves  too  late,  of 
making  a  Settlement  upon  the  Ifland  ;  and  we  had  fniVered 
the  Englijh  to  be  before-hand  with  us.  At  length  we  took  Pof- 
fefllon  of  the  Port  and  Bay  of  Placentia.  The  Militia  of  Ca- 
nada have  performed  here  many  warlike  Exploits  j  eqcial  to  thofe 
of  the  boldeft  Buccaneers  of  St.  Domingo.  They  have  often  de- 
flroyed  the  Inhabitants,  and  ruined  the  Trade  of  the  Englijh  in 
this  Ifland  :  But  they  who  fufFered  their  rtrongell  Places  to  be 
eafily  taken  from  them,  knew  their  Enemy  too  well  to  be  dif- 
heartened.  Accuftomed  to  fee  the  Canadian  Fire  break  out 
amidft  the  Northern  Ice,  and  die  away  of  itfelf  in  the  Midft  of 
what  ought  to  have  given  it  more  Power,  they  behaved  them- 
felves at  the  Approach  of  our  Heroes  like  a  fkilful  Pilot  upon 
the  Approach  of  a  Storm.  They  prudently  yielded  to  the 
Temped,  and  afterwards  repaired  without  any  Hindrance  the 
Damage  which  had  been  done  to  their  Pofts  ;  and  by  this  Con- 
duct tho'  they  were  always  beat  in  Ne--wfoundland,  either  when  they 
attacked  or  defended  themfelves,  they  have  always  carried  on  a 
much  greater  Trade  than  their  Conquerors,  and  have  at  laft  re- 
mained the  fole  Mailers  and  quiet  PofTeflbrs  of  this  Ifland.  Wc 
have  behaved  ftill  worfe  in  Acadia.  This  great  and  rich  Province 
has  been  a  long  Time  divided  amongft  divers  private  Perfons, 
none  of  which  are  grown  rich,  whilil  the  £«^///^  have  made  an 
immenfe  Profit  of  the  Fifliery  upon  the  Coafts. 

The  Settlements  which  thefe  Proprietors  made  here,  not  being 
upon  a  folid  Foundation,  and  wanting  themfelves  Judgment,  ana 
ruining  one  another,  they  left  the  Country  in  much  the  fame 
Condition  they  found  it ;  and  with  fuch  an  ill  Name,  that  it 
never  recovered  till  the  Moment  we  loft  it.  But  our  Enemies  have 
made  us  know  the  Value  of  it. 
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The  Trade  to  which  they  confined   themfclyes  folely  for  a 


///  ConduSl  in 
RefpeSl  to  the  Skin 
"Trade. 


long  Time  in  Canada^  was  that  of  Slcins  or 
Furs.  It  is  impoflible  to  relate  the  Faults 
which  have  been  here  committed.  The  Ge- 
nius of  our  Nation  never,  perhaps,  was 
Ihcwn  more  than  on  this  Occafion.  When  wc  difcovered  this 
vaft  Continent,  it  was  full  of  Deer  and  other  Bcalls  of  the 
Chace  :  But  a  Handful  of  Frenchmen  have  within  a  fingle  Age 
found  Means  to  make  them  almoll  entirely  difappear,  and  there 
are  fomc  Species  of  them  entirely  deftroycd.  They  killed  the 
Orignals,  or  Elks,  for  the  fole  Pleafure  of  killing  them,  and  to 
(hew  they  were  good  Markfmen.  No  Body  thought  of  inter- 
pofing  the  King's  Authority  to  put  a  Stop  to  fuch  an  extrava- 
gant Diforder  :  But  the  greateft  Evil  proceeded  from  the  infa- 
tiable  Covetoufnefs  of  private  Pcrfons,  who  applied  themfelves 
folely  to  this  Trade.  They  came  for  the  moft  rart  from  France^ 
like  SiMONiDEs  ;  that  is  to  fay ^  pofTefling  only  what  they  had 
upon  their  Backs ;  and  they  were  impatient  to  appear  in  a  bet- 
ter Condition.  At  firft,  this  was  eafy  :  The  Savages  did  not 
know  the  Treafure  their  Woods  contained,  but  by  the  Eager- 
nefs  the  French  fhewed  to  get  the  Skins  out  of  their  Hands, 
they  got  from  thm  a  prodigious  Quantity,  by  giving  them 
Things  which  fon.c  People  would  not  pick  up  :  And  even  finca 
they  have  been  better  informed  of  the  Value  of  this  Merchan- 
dize, and  expeded  to  be  fomething  better  paid  for  it,  it  was  \txy 
cafy  for  a  long  Time  to  fatisfy  them  at  a  fmall  Expencc:  With  a 
little  Conduft,  this  Trade  might  have  been  continued  on  upon 
a  tolerably  good  Foundation.  It  would  be  difiicult,  however,  to 
name  a  fingle  Family,  at  this  Time,  that  has  been  enriched  by 
this  Trade.  We  have  feen  fomc  Fortunes,  as  immenfe  as  fud- 
den,  raifed  and  difappear  almoft  at  the  fame  Time  ;  like  thofe 
moving  Mountains  of  Sand  which  fome  Travellers  fpeak  of,  and 
which  a  Whirlwind  raifes  and  levels  again  in  the  Plains  of  Af- 
rica. Nothing  is  more  common  in  tnis  Country,  than  to  fee 
People  fufFera  languifliin^  old  Age  under  Mifery  and  Contempt, 
after  having  had  it  in  their  Power  to  have  made  a  handfom^ 
Settlement  for  themfelves.  .  ..,^ 

After  all.  Madam,  thefe  private  Perfons  who  have  mTiFcd 
making  Fortunes  which  they  did  not  deferve,  would  have  been 
unwortny  of  the  Public  Concern,  if  the  Effefts  of  it  did  not 
fall  upon  the  Colony  ;  which  foon  found  itfelf  reduced  to  fuch  a 
State,  as  to  fee  entirely  dried  up,  or  running  in  another  Channel, 
a  Spring  from  whence  fo  many  Riches  might  flow  into  its  Bofom, 

Its  Ruin  begun  by  its  Plenty.  By  Means  of  heaping  up  Bea- 
ver Skins,  which  were  always  the  principal  Objedk  of  this 
Trade,  there  was  found  fuch  a  vaft  Quantity  in  the  Magazines, 

^^     ,  that 
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that  they  could  not  be  difpofed  of  :  Whence  it  happened,  that 
the  Dealers  not  being  willing  to  take  them,  our  Adventurers, 
whom  they  call  here  Cmreurt  de  Bot's,  (Fonji  Rangers)  carried 
them  to  the  Englijh,  and  many  of  them  fettled  in  Ne^  York.  Se- 
veral Attempts  were  made  to  hinder  thefe  People  from  deferting 
the  Colony,  but  with  little  Snccefs  ;  on  the  contrary,  thofe  who 
went  over  to  our  Neighbours  for  the  Sake  of  Ictereft,  were  de- 
tained there  by  the  I^ar  of  Punifhment ;  and  fome  Vagabonds, 
who  had  taken  a  Liking  to  Independency,  and  a  wandering 
Life,  remained  amone  the  Savages  ;  from  whom  they  could  not 
be  diftinguiflied,'  but  by  iheir  Vices.  Recourfe  was  had  feveral 
Times  to  the  publifhing  of  Pardon  to  all  that  would  return  ; 
which  at  firft  had  little  EfFeA  ;  but  at  length  this  Method,  ma- 
naged with  Prudence,  anfwered  the  expefled  End. 
They  made  Ufe  of  another  Method,  which  was  Hill  more  ef- 
^^  y  .  ,    feftnal.     This  was,  to  allow  a  Number  of 

uy  Ltcencej,ana    p^jfo^j^  ^^^^  ^^     thought  they  could  con- 
thetr  AbHjes,  ^^^  ;^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  j^  ^^^  Countries  of 

fhe  Savages,  and  prohibit  all  other  Perfons  to  go  out  of  the  Co- 
lony. The  Number  of  thefe  Licences  were  f  lited,  and  they 
were  diftributed  to  poor  Widows  and  Orphans,  who  could  fell 
them  to  the  Traders  for  more  or  lefs,  according  tP  the  Value  of 
the  Trade  |  that  is,  according  to  the  Places  wnere  the  Licences 
permitted  them  O  go  ;  for  they  had  taken  the  Precaution  to 
mark  out  the  Places,  to  hinder  them  from  going  all  one  Way. 
Befides  thefe  Licences,  (the  Number  of  which  was  fettled  by 
the  Court,  and  the  Diftribution  of  which  belongs  to  the  Governor 
General)  there  are  fome  for  the  Commanders  of  Pofts,  and  for 
extraordinary  Occafions  ;  and  the  Governor  gives  fome  alfo  by 
Name  oi  fimpk  PermiJJions  :  So  that  a  Part  of  the  young  Men  are 
tontinually  roving  the  Woods  ;  and  though  they  do  not  commit 
any  longer,  or  at  leaft  fo  openly,  the  Diforders  which  have  fo 
much  dilgraced  this  Profeffion,  yet  they  dill  contract  a  Icofe  vagrant 
Habit,  of  which  they  are  never  entirely  cured  :  They  lofe  at 
ieaft^  an  Inclination  for  Labour  ;  they  waile  their  Strength,  and 
become  incapable  of  the  lead  Reflfaint ;  and  when,  they  are  no 
longer  able  to  bear  the  Fatigues  of  thefe  Joumies,  (which  foon 
happens,  becaufe  thefe  Fatigues  are  very  great)  they  remain 
without  any  Refource,  and  are  no  longer  fit  for  any  Thing. 
From  hence  it  proceeds,  that  Arts  have  been  a  long  Time  neg- 
iefled,  that  much  good  Land  lies  ftill  uncultivated,  and  that  the 
Country  is  not  peopled.  It  has  been  often  propofed  to  abolifh 
thefe  pernicious  Licences,  and  to  make  fome  French  Settlements 
in  fome  chofeu  Places,  and  where  it  would  be  eafy  to  aflemble 
the  Savages,  at  leaft  at  certain  Seafons  of  the  Year.  By  this 
Means  tJie  Trade  would  be  rendered  more  fiouriihing.     Thefe 
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vaft  Countries  would  be  infenfibly  peopled  ;  and  this  would 
perhaps  be  the  only  Means  to  execute  what  the  Court  has  had 
fo  long  at  Heart,  XXifrtncbify  thefe  Savages.  I  believe  I  may  at^ 
leafl  a/Tert,  that  if  this  Project  had  oeen  followed,  Canada 
would  have  been  at  this  Time  much  more  populous  than  it  is  ; 
that  the  Savages,  attracted  and  retained  by  the  Help  and  kind 
Treatment  they  would  have  found  in  our  Habitations,  would 
have  been  lefs  rovine,  lefs  miferable,  and  in  Confequence  would 
have  encreafed  in  ^fumber,  (inftead  of  which  their  Numbers 
are  furprifingly  diminiflied)  and  thev  would  have  been  attached 
jtio  us  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  we  might  have  made  the  like  U(e 
of  them  by  this  Time,  as  of  the  Subjefts  of  the  Crown  ;  and 
the  more  fo,   as  the  Miflionaries  would  have  found  much  lefs 

Difficulty  in  their  Converfion. What  we  now  fee  at  Loretto^ 

and  in  fome  Meafure  amoneft  the  Iroquois,  the  Algonquins,  and 
the  Abenaquisy  who  live  in  the  Colony,  leaves  no  Room  to  doubt 
of  the  Truth  of  what  I  advance  ;  and  there  is  no  Perfon  amongft 
thofe  who  have  been  moll  converfant  with  the  Savages,  who  does 
not  agree  that  we  can  never  depend  on  thefe  People  till  they  are 
Chrijiians,  I  will  cite  no  other  Example  than  the  Abenaquis  ; 
who,  though  few  in  Number,  v/ere  during  the  two  laft  Wars 
jhe  principal  Bulwark  of  Ne^  France  again  ft  Neiu  England, 

This  Projeft,  which  I  have  laid  before  you.  Madam',  is  as 
old  as  the  Colony,  it  was  that  of  M.  de  Champtain  its  Founder, 
and  it  was  the  Defire  of  almoft  all  the  MiiTionaries  whom  I  have 
known,  and  whofc  painful  Labours  in  the  Situation  in  which^ 
Things  have  been  a  long  while,  do  not  produce  any  great  Fruit 
in  the  Miffions  which  are  at  any  Diflance.  It  wouldbe  in  Faft 
very  late  to  take  up  this  Defign  now  with  ReCpefl  to  the 
Savages,  who  difappear  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  is  fcarce  conceiva- 
ble. But  what  fhould  hinder  us  from  following  it,  with  Refpe£^ 
to  the  French^  and  to  continue  the  Colony  from  one  Neighbour- 
hood to  another,  till  it  can  reach  out  a  Hand  to  that  of  Louijiana, 
to  ftrengthen  each  other.  By  this  Means  the  Englijh  in  lefs 
than  an  Age  and  a  half  have  peopled  above  five  hupdred 
Leagues  of  Country,  and  have  formed  a  Power  on  this  Con- 
tinent, which  we  cannot  help  beholding  without  Fear  when  we 

take  a  near  View  of  it. Canada  may  and  does   fome«. 

times  carry  on  a  pretty  confiderablc  Trade  with  the  Ifles  of  Ame- 
rica, in  Flour,  Planks,  and  other  Wood  fit  for  Buildings ;  as  there 
is  not  perhaps  a  Country  in  the  World  that  has  more  Variety  of 
Wood,  nor  a  better  Sort:  Judge  what  Riches  this  may  one  Day 
produce.  It  appears  that  few  f  eople  underfland  this  Article ;  I  do 
not  underfland  it  enough  my  felf  to  enter  into  a  more  particular  Ac- 
count: I  have  fomethingmoreKnowledgeinthe  Article  of  Oils,  of 
which  Ilhallfoon  take  Notice.  Being  inHafle  to  finifh  my  Letter,  t 
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have  only  Time  to  compleat  what  concerns  the  Trade  in  ge- 
neral. 

Nothing  has  more  contributed  to  diftrefs  the  Trade  than  the  fre- 
r,    .      M,,  quent  Changes  which  have  been  made  in  the 

•    *f  "JT         -^^     Money  j    this   is  the   Hiftory  of  it  in  few 
tn  the  Money.  Words.     In  1670,  the  Weft-India  Company, 

to  whom  the  King  had  given  the  Domain  of  the  Iflands  of  the 
Continent  of  French  America^  had  leave  to  fend  to  thefe  Iflands 
a  hundred  thoufand  Livres  (a)  in  fmall  Money,  marked  with  a 
particular  Legend,  that  was  proper  to  it.  The  King's  EdiA  is 
aated  in  February^  by  which  this  Species  was  to  be  current  only 
in  the  Iflands.  But  upon  fome  Difiiculties  which  arofe,  the 
Council  made  an  Or6.cr  November  i%t  1672,  that  the  faid  Mo- 
ney, and  all  other  Species  that  was  current  in  Francey  ftiould 
pafs  alfo,  not  only  in  the  French  Iflands,  but  alfo  on  the  Conti- 
nent oi  America  fubjedl  to  the  Crown,  with  an  Augmentation  of 
one  fourth  Part ;  that  is  to  fay  y  the  Pieces  of  fifteen  Sous  for 
twenty,  and  the  reft  in  Proportion.  The  fame  Order  decreed 
that  all Contradls,  Notes,  Accounts,  Sales,  and  Payments,  fliould 
be  made  according  to  the  Rate  of  the  Money,  without  making  Ufe 
of  Exchanges,  or  accounting  in  Sugar  or  other  Merchandize,  on 
the  Penalty  of  making  all  fuch  A£ls  void.  And  for  all  paft  it  was 
ordered,  that  all  Contrafts,  Notes,  Debts,  Dues,  Rents  in 
Sugar,  or  other  Merchandize,  ftiould  be  paid  in  Money,  ac- 
cording to  the  Currency  of  the  faid  Species.  In  the  Execution 
of  this  Order,  Money  encreafed  one  fourth  in  AVov  France^  which 
foon  occafioned  many  Difficulties.  In  Faft,  M.  de  Champigny 
Noroy,  who  was  made  Indcndant  of  ^ebec  in  1684,  and  who  is 
now  Intendant  at  Ha^vrc -de-Grace t  found  himfelf  foon  embarrafled, 
both  in  the  Payment  of  the  Troops,  and  other  Expences  of  the 
King  in  this  Colony. 

Befides  this,  the  Funds  which  were  fent  from  France,  almoft 
always  came  too  late  ;  and  by  the  firft  of  January  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  were  to  be  paid,  and  other  Payments  to  be  made,  which 
were  equally  indifpcnfable.  To  fatisfy  the  moft  prefllng  De- 
mands, M.  de  Chatnpiguy  made  Notes  to  fupply  the  Place  of  Mo- 
ney, obferving  always  the  Au" mentation.  And  by  Order  of  the 
Governor  and  the  Intendant,  they  fet  on  every  Piece  of  this  Mo- 
ney (which  was  a  Curd)  theTreafurer's  Sign  Manual,  the  Arms  ct 
Francfy  and  the  Seals  of  the  Governor  and  Intendant  in  Wax;  they 
afterwards  got  them  printed  in  France,  on  Pafteboard,  with  the 
fame  Marks  as  the  current  Money  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  they  fhoiild  be  prefcnted  every  Year  before  the 
Arrival  of  the  Ships  from  France^  to  add  a  Mark,  to  prevent 
Counterfeits. 


•,  ill 
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This  Pafleboard  Money  did  not  laft  long,  and  they  made  Ufe 
again  of  Cards,    on  which  they  graved  new  Devices.      The 
Intendant  figned  all  that  were  of  four  Livres  Value  and  above, 
and  only  made  a  Flourifh  upon  the  others.     In   latter  Tijne* 
the  Governor  General   figned  all  that  were  of  fix  Livres   or 
more.    In  the  Beginning  of  the  Autumn,  all  the  Cards  weis  car- 
ried to  the  Treasurer,  who  gave  for  their  Value  Bills  of  Ex- 
change upon  the  Treafurer  General  of  the  Marines,   or  his 
Clerk  at  Rochforty  on  the  Account  of  the  Expences  for  the  next 
Year.  Thofe  which  were  damaged  or  defaced  were  burnt,  after  they 
had  taken  a  proper  Account  of  them.  So  long  as  thefe  Bills  of  Ex- 
change were  faithfully  paid,  thefe  Cards  were  preferred  to  Money ; 
but  when  the  Bills  were  not  paid,  the  Cards  were  no  longer  carried 
to  the  Treafurer ;  fo  that  in  1702,  M.  de  Champi^ny  %z.\t   him- 
felf  a  great  deal  of  Pains  to  no  Purpofe,  to  call  m  thofe  he  had 
made.     His  Succeflbrs  were  obliged  to  make   new  ones  every 
Year  to  pay  Officers,   which  multiplied  them  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  they  fell  to  no  Price,  and  nobody  would  receive  them  any 
longer.     Trade  was  hereby  entirely  ruined,   and  the  Diforder 
went  fo  far,   that  in  17 13  the  Inhabitants  propofed  to  lofe  half, 
on  Condition  that  the  King  would  take  them  again  and  pay  the 
other  half :  This  Propofal  was  accepted  the  Year  following,  but 
the  Orders   given  in   Confequence,  were  not  entirely   executed 
till  1717.     An  Order  was  then  made  to  abolilh  the   Money  of 
Cards,  a-nd  they  begun   to  pay  in  Silver  the  Officers  of  the  Co- 
lony.    The  Augmentation  of  one  fourth  was   alfo  abolifhed  at 
the  fame  Time  :  Experience   having   made  it  appear   that  the 
Augmentation  of  the  Species  in  a  Colony,  is   not  the  Way  to 
keep  it    in  it,  which  was  the  Thing  propofed ;  and  that  Mo- 
ney can  never  circulate  greatly  in  a  Colony,  but  when  they  pay 
in  Merchandize  for  all  they  have  from  the  Mother  Country.   In 
Faft,  in  this  Cafe,  the  Colony  keeps  the  Species,  inrtead  of  which, 
if  it  has  not  Merchandize  futficient  to  anhvcr  the  whole  Demands 
upon  it,  it  is  obliged  to  pay  the  Surplus  in  Money,  and  ho\y 
will  it  come  back  again? 

In  (hort.  Madam,  you  will  be  furprized  to  hear,  that  in  i7o6, 
the  Trade  of  the  oldell  of  our  Colonies  was  carried  on  with  a 
Fund  of  only  fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Livres,  and  Things  aie 
not  much  changed  fince  that  Time.  Now  this  Sum  difperfed 
amongft  thirty  thoufand  Inhabitants,  cannot  fet  them  at  their 
Eafe,  nor  afford  them  Means  to  purchafe  the  Merchandize  of 
France.  So  the  greatefl  Part  of  them  go  naked,  efpecially  thofe 
who  are  in  the  diflant  Settlements.  They  do  not  even  fell  the 
Surplus  of  their  Merchandize  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns, 
becaufe  the  latter  are  obliged  for  a  Subfillence  to  have  Lands 
^rt  the  Country,  and  to  improve  them  themfelve*.  * 
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When  the  King  took  Canada  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Comp^- 
nies»  his  Majefty  fpent  much  more  for  fome  Years  than  he  has 
done  fince  ;  and  tne  Colony,  during  this  Time,  fent  to  Frana 
near  the  Value  of  a  Million  of  Livres  in  Beaver  Skins  every  Year, 
tho'  it  was  lefs  peopled  than  it  is  now  :  But  it  has  always  had 
more  from  France  than  it  could  oay,  and  has  afted  like  a  private 
Perion,  who  has  thirty  thoufand  Livres  a  Year  Eftate,  and  who 
ft)ends  forty  thoufand  or  more.  By  this  Means  its  Credit  is 
fallen,  and  in  falling,  has  brought  on  the  Kain  of  its  Trade; 
which,  fmce  the  Year  1706,  has  confifted  in  nothing  more  than 
fmall  Peltry.  All  the  Dealers  fought  for  them,  and  this  was  their 
Ruin,  becaufe  they  often  bought  them  dearer  of  the  Savages, 
than  they  fold  them  in  France, 
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LETTER    IV.    ', 

O/the  Beavers  c/'Canada,  how  they  differ  from  the  Beavers  of 
Europe;  Of  their  Manner  of  Building:  The  Manner  of  hunting  the 
Beavers:  Of  the  Advantage  to  be  made  of  them.  OftheMvsKKAX, 

MADA^f,  Quebec,  March  i. 

I  Was  to  go  from  hence  a  Day  or  two  after  I  had  clofcd  my  laft 
Letter,  out  I  muft  lUU  flop  for  Want  of  Carriage.  The  bed 
i  call  do  in  the  mean  Time,  is  to  entertain  you  with  the  Curiofi- 
ties  of  this  Country  ;  and  I  begin  with  what  is  moft  fingular, 
that  is,  the  Beaver.  The  Spoils  of  this  Animal  has  hiuierto 
furniftied  Neiv  France  with  the  principal  Objed  of  its  Trade.  It 
is  of  itfelf  one  of  the  Wonders  of  Nature,  and  it  may  be  to  Man 
ft,  great  Exampl'j  of  Forefight,  of  Induftry,  Skill,  and  Conftancy 
in  Labour. 

The  Beaver  was  not  unknown  in  France  before  the  Difcovery 
(TL      T\-a-  ^^  America^  and  we  find  in  fome  ancient  Writ- 

^be  Diprence  .  ^^  ^^^  Hatters  of  Parisy  fome  Regula- 
ff  the  Beanjer  of  ^^^^^  ^^^  making  Beaver  Hats :  The  Beaver  or 
Canada,/ro»i/A«/  ^^^^^  j^,  ^^^j^^j^  ^^^  f^^^  Creature ;  but 
c/^  Europe.  either  that  the  European  Beaver  is  become  ex- 

ireamly  fcarce,  or  its  Fur  was  not  fo  good  as  that  of  the  Ameri- 
can Caftor,  we  hear  little  Mention  now  but  of  the  laft,  unlefs  it 
be  with  Refpeft  to  Cajioreum,  of  which  I  (hall  fay  a  few  Words 
at  the  End  of  this  Letter.  I  do  not  know  that  any  Author  has 
fpoken  of  this  Animal  as  being  anjr  Thing  curious ;  perhaps  it 
was  for  Want  of  obferving  it  attentively;  perhaps  alfo  that  the 
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tors  or  Beavers  of  Europe  are  like  the  Land  Caftors,   the  Dif- 
ference of  which  from  the  others  I  fliall  prefently  make  you 
luiderftand. 
However  that  may  be,   Madam,   the  Beaver  of  Cana^ji  la  ar. 
f^f,    t     p       f    amphibious  Quadrupcde,  which  cannot  hovv- 
Of  the  tur  ef    ^^^^  remain  a  long  Time  in  the  Water,   and 
the  Beaver.  ^^^  do  without  being  in  it,  provided  it  has  the 

Opportunity  of  waftiing  itfelf  fometimcs :  The  largefl  Beavers 
are  fomething  under  four  Feet  long,  about  fifteen  Inches  from 
one  Hip  to  the  other,  and  weigh  about  fixty  Pounds.      The 
Colour  of  tLis   Animal    is   different,   according  to  the    dif^ 
ferent  Climates  where  it  is   found.     In  the   moft   diftant  Parts 
of  the  North  they  are  generally  quite  black,  though  fome- 
times  they   are  found   there  white.     In   the   more   temperate 
Countries   they   are    brown,    and    by   Degrees,    as  thev   ad- 
vance  towards   the  South,   their  Colour  grows  more  and  more 
light.     Amongft  the  llinoitt  they  are  almoft  of  a  fallow  Colour, 
and  fome  have  been  found  of  a  flraw  Colour.     It  it  further  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  lefs  black  they  are,  the  lefs  they  are  furnifhed  with 
Fur,  and  of  Confequence  their  Skins  are  lefs  valuable.     This  is 
an  Effeft  of  Providence,  which  defends  them  from  the  Cold,  as 
they  are  the  more  expofed  to  it.     Their  Fur  is  of  two  Sorts  all 
over  the  Body,  except  the  Feet,  where  there  is  but  one  Sort  very 
fliort.  The  longeft  Sort  is  about  eight  or  ten  Lines,  or  Parts  of 
an  Inch  longj  luppofe  an  Inch  to  be  divided  into  twelve  Parts* 
It  is  even  two  Inches   long  on  the  Back,  but  diminiihes  by 
Degrees  towards   the  Head  and  Tail.     This  Fur  is  fliff  and 
gloffy,  and  is  what  gives  the  Colour  to  the  Creature.  Upon  view- 
fng  it  with  a  Microfcope,   the  middle  Part  of  it  is  found  to   be 
the  clearefl,  which  proves  that  it  is  hollow;  this  Fur  is  of  no  Ufe. 
The  other  Fur  is  a  very  fine  Down,  very  thick,   and  at  moft  not 
above  an  Inch  long,  and  this  is  what  is  made  Ufe  of.     It   was 
formerly  called  in  Europe,  Mufcovy  Wool.  This  is  properly  the 
Cloathing  of  the  Beaver,  the  firft  ferves  him  only  for  Ornament, 
and  perhaps  helps  him  in  fwimming. 

They  (ay  that  the  Beaver  lives  from  fifteen  to  twenty  Years ; 
J     J    t     '   I    t^*t  ^^^^c"*^lcgo"^0"r  Months  with  Youngj 
ti  /-".i*"^  *?!!''■      ^^^  ^*'  commonly  four   Young  ones  j  fome 
Oejcnptton  of  tbts     rp^^vellers  make  the  Number  amount  to  eight, 
Anmai.  ^^^  j  believe  this  feldom  happens  :  She  has 

four  Dugs,  two  on  the  great  Peroral  Mufcle,  between  the 
fecond  and  third  Ribs,  and  two  about  four  Inches  higher.  TIu? 
Mufcles  of  this  Animal  are  very  ftrong,  and  bigger  than  fcems 
necefTary  to  its  Size.  Its  Inteftines  on  the  contrary  are  very 
tender;  its  Bones  are  very  hard,  its  two  Jaws,  which  are  almoft 
even,  have  a  verjr  great  Strength ;  each  Jaw  is  furniflied  with  ten 
Teeth,  xi^o  cutting  ones  and  eight  GrindtTS.  The  upper  cut- 
ting 
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ting  Teeth  are  two  Inches  and  a  halt  iongj    the  lower  are  above 
three  Inches,  and  follow  the  Bend  of  the  Jaw,  which  gives  them 
a  Strength  which  is  admirable  in  fuch  little  Animals.     It  is  ob- 
ferved  alfo,  that  die  two  Jaws  do  not  meet  exaftly,  but  that   the 
upper  reat  i  over  the  lower,  fo  that  they  crofs  like  the  Edges  of 
a  Pair  of  Sciflars ;  and  lallly,  that  the  Length  of  all  their  Teeth 
Js  exadly  the  third  Part  of  the  Roots  of  them.     The  Head  of  a 
Beaver  is  nearly  like  the  Head  of  a  Field  Rat,    the  Snout  is 
fomewhat  long,  the  Eyes  little,  the  Ears  fhort  and  round,  cover- 
ed with  Down  on  the  Outfide,  and  naked  w  ithin ;  its  Legs  are 
fhort,  particularly  thofe  before,   they  are  feldom  above  four  or 
five  Inches  long,  and  like  thofe  of  a  Badger  ;  iis  Nails  are  as  it 
were  cut  lloping,  and  are  hollow  like  a  Quill.     The  hind  Legs 
tre  quite  different,   they  are  flat,  and   furnifhed  with  a  Mem- 
brane ;   fo  that  the  Beaver  goes  but  flowly  on  Land,  but  fwims 
as  eafily  as  any  other  Water  Animal :  And  on   the  other  Hand, 
by  its  Tail,  it  is  entirely  a  Fifh  ;   and  fo  it  has  been  declared  by 
the  College  of  Phyficians  at  Parisy  and  in  Confequence  of  this 
Declaration,  the  Dodors  of  Divinity  have  agreed,  that  the  Flelh 
might  be  eaten  on  Faft  Days.     M.  Lemery  was  miflaken,  when 
he  faid  that  this  Decifion  was  only  confined  to  the  Tail  of  the 
Beaver.    It  is  true  that  we  can  make  but  little  Advantage  of  this 
Condefcenfion  :  The  Beavers  are  fo  far  from  our  Habitations  at 
prefent,  it  is  rare  to  have  any  that  are  eatable.     The  Savages 
who  dwell  amongft  us,   keep  them  after  they  have  been  dryed 
in  the  Smoak,  and  I  aflure  you.  Madam,  tjiat  I  know  of  nothing 
more  ordinary.  We  muft  alfo,  when  the  Beaver  is  frelh,  put  it  in 
fome  Broth  to  make  itlofeawild  and  naufeous  Tafte;  but  with  this 
Precaution  there  is  no  Meat  lighter,  more  dainty,  or  wholfome : 
They  fay  that  it  is  as  nourifhing  as  Veal  :    Boiled  it   wants 
fomething  to  give  it  a  Relilh,  but  roafted  it  it  wants  nothing. 

What  is  ftill  moll  remarkable  in  the  Shape  of  this  Animal,  is 
the  Tail.  It  is  near  four  Inches  round  at  its  Root,  five  in  the 
midft,  and  three  at  the  End,  (I  fpcak  always  of  the  large 
Beavers)  it  is  an  Inch  thick,  and  a  Foot  long.  Its  Subftance  is 
is  a  hard  Fat,  or  a  tender  Sinew,  which  pretty  much  refembles 
the  Flelh  of  a  Porpoife,  but  which  grows  harder  upon  being 
kept  a  long  Time.  It  is  covered  with  a  fcaly  Skin,  the  Scales 
of  which  are  hexagonal,  half  a  Line  thick,  and  three  or  four 
Linqs  long,  which  lay  one  upon  another  like  thofe  of  a  Fifh; 
they  lay  upon  a  very  tender  Skin,  and  are  fixt  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner, that  they  may  be  eafily  feparated  after  the  Death  of  the 
Animal.  This  is,  Madam,  in  few  Words,  the  Defcription  of 
this  curious  amphibious  Creaiure. 
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The  true  Teflicles  of  this  Animal  were  not  known  to  the 
ne  4U  r  r  Ancients,  probably,  becauff*  they  are  very 
0/  ibe  Lay-  ftnall,  and  hid  under  the  Gr  m.  They  had 
given  this  Name  to  the  Purfes  or  Bags  of  the 
Caftoreuniy  which  are '.  ery  different,  and  four  in  Number,  in  the 
lower  Belly  of  the  Beaver.  The  two  firft,  which  they  call  the 
upper,  becaufe  they  are  higher  than  the  others,  have  the  Shape 
of  a  Pear,  ond  communicate  with  each  other  like  the  two 
Pockets  of  a  Wallet.  The  two  others,  which  are  called  the 
lower,  are  rounded  at  the  Bottom.  Thefe  contain  arefinous,  foft, 
glewy  Matter,*  mixt  with  fmall  Fibres,  of  a  greyilh  Colour 
without,  and  a  yellowilh  within  ;  of  a  ftrong  Smell,  difagreea- 
ble  and  penetrating,  and  which  is  eafily  inflammable.  This  is 
the  true  Cajioreum :  It  grows  hard  in  the  Air  in  a  Month's 
Time,  and  becomes  brown,  brittle,  and  friable.  If  we  are  in  a 
hurry  to  harden  it,  it  need  only  be  hung  in  the  Chimney. 

They  fay  that  the  Cajioreum  which  comes  from  Duntxict  is 
better  than  that  oi  Canada^  I  refer  to  the  Druggills  ;  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  Bags  of  the  latter  are  fmaller,  and  that  here  aHb 
the  largcft  are  efteemied.  Befides  their  Bigncfs,  they  fliould  be 
heavy,  of  a  brown  Colour,  of  a  penetrating  and  ftrong  Smell, 
full  of  a  hard  brittle  and  friable  Matter,  of  the  fame  Colour,  or 
yellow,  interweaved  with  a  thin  Membrane,  and  of  a  fharp  Talle. 
The  Properties  af  Cajlcreum,  are  to  attenuate  vifcous  Matter,  to 
ftrengthen  the  Brain,  to  remove  Vapours,  to  provoke  the  Menfcfi, 
to  hinder  Corruption,  and  to  evaporate  bad  Humours  by  Trani- 
piration ;  it  is  ufed  alfo  with  Succefs  againft  the  Epilepfy,  the 
PalfV,  the  Apoplexy,  and  Pcafnefs. 

The  lower  Bags  contain  an  undluous  fat  Liquor  like  Honey.  Its 
Colour  is  apale  Yellow,  its  Odour  fetid,  little  differing  from  that 
pi  Caftoreum,  butfomething  weaker  and  fainter.  It  thickens  with 
keeping,  and  takes  the  Confiftence  of  Tallow.  This  Liquor  is 
refolving,  and  ftrengthens  the  Nerves ;  for  this  Purpofe,  it  need 
only  be  applied  to  the  Part  aiFefted.  It  is  a  Miftake  to  fay,  as 
fome  Authors  do  flill,  upon  the  Credit  of  the  ancient  Natura- 
lills,  that  when  the  Beaver  is  purfued,  it  bites  off  thefe  pretended 
Tefticles,  and  leaves  them  to  the  Hunters  to  fave  his  Life.  It  is  of 
his  Fur  which  he  ought  rather  to  deprive  himfelf,  for  in  Compa- 
rifon  of  his  Fleece,  the  reft  is  hardly  of  any  V"alue.  But  how- 
ever, it  is  this  Fable,  which  has  given  it  the  Name  of  Caftor.  The 
Skin  of  this  Animal,  deprived  of  its  Fur,  is  not  to  be  negleded  ; 
they  make  Gloves  and  Stockings  of  it ;  but  as  it  is  dinicult  to 
get  off  all  the  Fur  without  cutting  the  Skin,  they  feldom  ufe 
any  but  thofe  of  the  Land  Beaver.  You  have  heard,  perhaps. 
Madam,  of  the  fat  and  dry  Beaver  Skins  j  the  Difference  is  this, 
the  dry  Skin  is  the  Skin  of  a  Beaver  that  has  neve|-  bepn  ufed  ; 
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the  fat  Skin  is  whnt  has  been  worn  by  the  Savages,  which,  after 
they  have  been  well  fcraped  within,  and  rubbed  with  the  Marrow 
of  certain  Animals  which  I  do  not  know,  to  make  it  more  plia- 
ble, they  few  feveral  together,  and  make  a  Kind  of  Mantle, 
which  they  call  a  Robe,  with  which  they  wrap  themfelves  up 
with  the  Fur  inwards.     They  wear  it  continually  in  Winter, 
Day  and  Night ;  the  long  Hair  foon  falls  off,  and  the  Down  re- 
mains, and  grows  greafy  :   In  this  Condition  it  is  much  fitter  for 
the  Ufe  of  tne  Hatters ;   they  cannot  not  even  ufe  the  dry  Sort, 
without  mixing  feme  of  the  other  with  it.     They  fay  that  it  muft 
be  worn  fifteen  or  fixteen  Months  to  be  in  Perfeftion.     I  leave 
you  to  judge,  if  at  firft  they  were  weak  enough  to  let  the  Savages 
know,  that  their  old  Clothes  wer6  fuch  a  precious  Merchandize. 
But  a  Secret  of  this  Nature,  could  not  be  long  hid  from  them ; 
it  was  trulled  to  Covctoufnefs,  which  is  never  long  without  be- 
traying itfelf. 

.^  About  three  Years  ago  one  Guigues,  who  had  the  Farm  of 
^.-  ^  the  Beaver  Skins,  finding  himfelf  burdened 
•^^  "J  with  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  thefe  Skins, 
thought  to  cncreafe  the  Confumption,  by  hav- 
ing the  Fur  fpun  and  carded  with  Wool;  and  with  this  Compo- 
fition  he  made  Cloths  and  Flannels,  and  wove  Stockings,  and 
fuch-like  Works,  but  with  little  Succ«fs. 

It  is  evident  by  this  Tryal,  that  the  Beaver  Fur  is  good  for 
nothing  but  to  make  Hats.  It  is  too  fliort  to  be  fpun  alone,  it 
muft  be  mixt  with  above  half  Wool ;  fo  that  there  is  but  little 
Profit  to  be  made  of  thefe  Works.  There  is,  however,  ftill  one 
of  thefe  Manufaftures  in  Hollandy  where  they  make  Cloths  and 
Druggets;  but  thefe  Stuffs  are  dear,  and  do  not  wear  well.  The 
Beaver  Fur  feparates  foon,  and  forms  a  Kind  of  Down  upon  the 
Surface,  which  takes  off  all  rheir  Beauty.  The  Stockings  which 
were  made  of  it  in  France^  had  the  fame  Fault. 

This  is.  Madam,   all  the  Advantage  this  Colony  can  receive 
<ri   J  J  a        J    from  the  Beavers,  with  Refpeft  to  its  Trade. 
I  be  indujtryann    ^j^^  jnduftry  of  the  Beavers,  their  Forefight. 
laboursoftheBea.     ^^e  Unity  and  Subordination  fo  much  admir- 
^^^^'  ed  in  them,  their  Attention  to  procure  them- 

felves Conveniencies,  the  Comforts  of  which,  we  thought  former- 
ly Brutes  were  not  fenfible  of,  furnifh  to  Man  more  Inftruftion 
than  the  Ant,  to  which  the  Holy  Scriptures  fend  the  Idle.  They 
are  at,  leaft  amongft  Quadrupedes,  what  the  Bees  are  amongft 
fiyi'.ig  Infefts.  I  never  heard  that  they  had  a  King  or  a  Queen, 
and  it  is  not  true  that  when  they  are  at  work  together  in  Com- 
panies, that  they  have  a  Chief  who  commands  and  punilhes 
the  idle :  But  by  Virtue  of  that  Inftinft  given  to  Animals,  by  him 
whofe  Providence  governs  them,  every  one  knows  what  he  has 


Travels  in  North  America. 


4.^ 


to  do,  and  every  Thing  is  done  without  Confufion,  and  with  fo 
much  Order  as  can  never  be  fufUciently  admired.  Perhaps,  after 
all,  we  are  fo  much  aAoniflied  but  for  Want  of  looking  up  to  that 
Supreme  Intelligence,  who  makes  Ufe  of  thefe  Beings,  who 
want  Reafon,  the  better  to  difplay  his  Wifdom  and  Power,  and 
to  makes  us  know  that  our  Reafon  itfelf  is  frequently,  by  our 
Prefumption,  the  Caufe  of  our  going  aflray. 

The  nrft  Thing  that  is  done  by  thefe  Creatures,  when  they  want 
to  make  a  Habitation,  is,  to  aflemble  themfelves  :  Shall  1  fay  in 
Tribes  or  Societies  ?  Itfhall  be  what  you  pleafe  :  But  there  are 
fometimes  three  or  four  hundred  together,  making  a  Town,  which 
might  be  tailed  a  little  Venice,  (a)  At  firft  they  chufe  a  Place  were 
they  may  find  Plenty  of  Provifions,  and  Materials  for  their  build- 
ing :  Above  all,  they  mull  have  Water.     If  there  is  no  Lak« 
or  Pond  near,  they  fupply  the  Defedt,  by  flopping  the  Courfe 
of  fome  Brook  or  Rivulet,  by  the  Means  of  a  Dyke  j  or,  as  they 
call  it  here,  a  Caufey.     For  this  End  they  go  and  cut  down  fome 
Trees  above  the  Place  where  they  intend  to  build  :  Three  or 
four  Beavers  fet  themfelves  about  a  2;reat  Tree,   and  cut  it  down 
with  their  Teeth.     This  is  not  all  -.  They  take  their  Meafures 
fo  well,  that  it  always  falls  on  the  Side  towards  the  Water,    that 
they  may  have  the  lefi  Way  to  carry  it  when  they  have  cut  it 
to  Pieces  ;  as  they  are  feniible  their  Materials  are  not  {o  eafily 
tranfported  by  Land  as  by  Water.     They  have  nothing  to  do 
after,  but  to  roll  thefe  Pieces  into  the  Water,   and  guide  them 
to  the  Place  where  they  are  to  be  fixed.    Thefe  Pieces  are  tliicker 
or  thinner,  longer  or  Ihorter,  as  the  Nature  and  Situation  of  the 
Place  require;  for  one  would  fay  that  thefe  Architefts  conceive  at 
once  every  Thing  that  relates  to  their  Defign.   Sometimes  they 
employ  large  Truiiks  of  Trees,  which  they  lay  flat :  Sometimes 
the  Caufey  is  made  only  of  Stakes ;   fome  as  thick  as  a  Man's 
Thigh,  or  lefs  ;  which  they  drive  into  the  Earth  very  near  each 
other,  and  interweave  with  fmall  Branches  ;  and  everywhere  the 
hollow  Spaces  are  filled  up  with  Clay  fo  well  applied,   that  not 
a  Drop  of  Water  can  pafs  through.    It  is  with  their  Paws  that 
the  Beavers  prepare  the  Clay ;   and  their  Tail  does  not  only 
ferve  them  for  a  Trowel  to  build  with,   but  for  a  Hod  to  carry 
this  Mortar.     To  place  and   fpread  this  Clay,   they  firft  make 
Ufe  of  their  Paws,  then  their  Tail.     The  Foundation   of  the 
Dams  are  generally  ten  or  twelve  Feet  thick ;   but  they  decreafe 
in  Thic'nefs   upwards :  So  that   a  Dam  which  is  twelve  Feet 
thick  at  the  Bottom,  is  not  above  two  at  the  Top.     All   this  is 
done  in  exadl  Proportion,  and,  as  one  may  fay,  according  to  tlie 
Rules  of  Art;  for  it  is  obferved,  that  the  Side  towards  the  Cur- 


(a)  The  City  of  Venice  is  built  in  the  miilll  of  Waters. 
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rent  of  tlie  Water  is  always  floping,  in  order  to  break  the  Pref- 
fure  of  the  Water,  .and  the  other  Side  perfedlly  perpendicular. 
In  a  Word,  it  would  be  difHcult  for  our  oeft  Workmen  to  make 
any  Thing  more  folid  and  regular.  The  Conftruftion  of  their 
(Cabins  is  not  lef  vonderful.  They  are  generally  made  upon 
Piles  in  the  midft  of  thefe  little  Lakes,  which  the  Dykes  have 
made  :  Sometimes  by  the  Side  of  a  River,  or  at  the  Extremity 
of  a  Point  that  advances  into  the  Water.  Their  Shape  is  round 
or  oval ;  ana  the  Roof  is  arched;  The  Walls  are  two  Feet  thick, 
built  v/ith  the  fame  Materials  as  the  Caufey,  but  lefs,  and  every 
where  fo  well  plaiftered  with  Clay  on  the  Infide,  that  the  leaft 
Breath  of  Air  cannot  enter.  Two  thirds  of  the  Building  is  out 
of  th?  Water,  and  in  this  Part  every  Beaver  has  a  feparate  Place^ 
which  he  takes  Care  to  ftrcv  with  Leaves,  or  fmall  Branches  of 
Firs.  It  is  always  free  from  Ordure  j  and  for  this  End,  beiidcs 
the  common  Door  of  the  Cabin,  and  another  Outlet  by  which 
thefe  Creatures  pafs  to  bathe  themfelves,  there  are  feveral  Open- 
ings by  which  they  can  dung  into  the  Water,  The  common  Ca- 
bins lodge  eight  or  ten  Beavers,  Tome  have  been  found  which 
held  hirty,  but  this  is  uncommon.  They  are  all  near  enough 
each  other,  to  have  an  eafy  Communication. 

The  Beavers  arc  ne  ?'i  furprized  by  the  Winter ;  all  thf 
<r/.  •  F  r  7*  Works  I  mention,  are  finlfhed  by  the  End  of 
Ibetrforejight.^  .  5^;j/m^^r,  and  then  every  one  provides  his 
Store  for  the  Winter,  Whilft  they  go  backwards  and  forwards 
in  the  Woods  or  Fields,  they  live  upon  Fruits,  the  Bark  and 
Leaves  of  Trees ;  they  alfo  catch  Cray-Fifli  and  other  Filh : 
Then  they  have  Variety  of  Food.  But  v/hen  they  are  to  pro- 
vide themfelves  for  the  whole  Seafon,  that  the  Earth  being  co- 
rered  with  Snow  fupplies  them  with  nothing,  they  content 
thfemfelves  with  foft  Woods,  fuch  fis  the  Poplar  and  the  Afpen, 
arid  fuch-likc.  They  'pile  it  up  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  they 
can  always  take  ihofe  Pieces  which  are  foaked  in  the  Water.  It 
is  always  cbferved,  that  thefe  Piles  are  larger  or  fmaller,  as  the 
V/'inter  will  prove  longer  or  fhorter ;  and  this  is  an  Almanack 
for  the  SavaG;es,  which  never  deceives  them  in  Regard  to  the 
Cold.  The  Beavers  before  they  eat  the  Wood,  cut  it  in  very 
fmall  Pieces,  and  carry  it  into  their  feparate  Lodges ;  for  every 
Cabin  has  bat  one  Magazine  for  all  the  Family.  When  the  melt- 
ing  of  the  Snow  is  at  its  Height,  as  it  never  fails  to  caufe  great 
Floods,  the  Beavers  leave  their  Cabins,  which  are  no  longer 
habitable,  and  every  one  takes  which  Way  he  likes  beft.  The 
Females  return  as  foon  as  the  Wateri  p.re  run  off,  and  then  bring 
forth  their  Young  :  The  Males  keep  the  Country  till  towards 
the  Month  of  Julyy  when  they  re-ulTemble  to  repair  the  Brea9hc3 
ivhich  the  Floods  have  made  in  their  Cabins  or  Dykes.    If  they 
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Kave  been  deftroyed  by  the  Hunters,  or  if  they  arc  hok  worth 
the  Trouble  of  repairing,  ihey  mahe  others :  But  many  Rea- 
fons  oblige  ihem  to  change  their  Abode  frequently,  the  moi^. 
common  is  the  Want  of  Provifion  ;  they  arc  alfo  obliged  to  d*| 
it  by  the  Hunters,  or  Bealls  of  Prey,  againd  which  they  have 
no  other  Defence  than  Flight.  We  might  think  ii  rtrangc,  that 
the  Author  of  Nature  has  given  lefs  Power  of  Defence  to  the 
greatcft  Part  of  uftful  Animals,  than  to  thofc  which  arc  not  ulc- 
ful ;  if  this  Circumftancc  did  not  the  more  difplay  his  Wifdont 
and  Power,  in  that  the  former,  notwithllanding  'heir  Weakncfs) 
multiply  much  more  than  the  latter. 

There  are  fome  Places  which  the  Pcavers  fecm  to  have  ta'  irt 
fuch  an  AfFedtion  to,  that  they  cannot  leave  them,  though  t,  ij 
are  continually  difquietcd.  In  the  Way  from  Montreal  to  LaKC 
Hurortt  by  the  great  River,  they  never  fail  to  find  every  Year  irt 
the  fame  Place,  a  Lodgment  wiiich  thefe  Animals  build  or  repair 
every  Summer.  For  the  firft  Thing  Paflengers  do  who  pafs  this 
Way,  is  to  bi'-eak  down  the  Cabin,  and  the  Caufey  which  furnifhei 
It  with  Wdter,  If  this  Caufey  haa  uot  kept  up  the  Water,  they 
would  not  have  enough  to  continue  their  Way,  and  they  would 
be  obliged  to  make  a  Portage ;  fo  tluit  it  looks  as  if  thefe  offi- 
cious Beavers  ported  themfelves  here  folely  for  the  Convenience 
of  Paflengers.  The  fame  Thing,  as  they  fay,  is  to  be  feen  neaf 
f^eiect  where  the  Bieavers  labouring  for  themfelves,  fupply  Wa- 
ter to  a  Mill  for  fawing  Planks. 

The  Savages  were  formerly  perfuaded,  if  wc  believe  forte 
nr  L    T     J    Relations,  that  the  Beavers  were  a  re?.fonabl6 
U/  tf^e  Land    ^.^^^  ^^  Creatures,  which  had  their  Laws,  their 
newveis.  Government,  and  their  particular  Language  \ 

That  this  amphibious  People  chofe  Commander?,  who  in  their 
common  Labours  appointed  to  every  one  his  Tafk^  placed  Cen- 
tincls  to  give  Notice  of  tV    Approach  of  an  Enemy,  and  pU- 
niftied  or  baniflied  the  idle.     Theff   pretended  Exiles   are  pro- 
bably thofe  which  they  call  the  La7id  Beai'ers,   which  in  Faft 
live  apart  from  the  others,   do   not  labour,   and  live   under 
Ground,  where  their  whole  Care  is  to  make  themfelves  a  Co* 
vered  Way  to  go  to  the  Water.     They  are  known  by  the  little 
Fur  they  have  upon  their  Backs,  which  proceeds  no  doubt  from 
their  rubbing  it  conftantly  againft  the  Earth ;  and  withal  they 
are  lean,  the  Eftei^l  of  their  Sloth  :  More  of  thefe  are  found  in 
the  South  than  in  the  North.     I  havC  already  obfervcd,  that 
our  Beavers  of  Europe  arc  more  like  thefe,  than  the  others.     Irt 
Fa6l,  M.  Lemety  fays,  they  live  in  Holes   and  Cavities  on  the 
Banks  of  Rivers,  efpeciaily  in  Polatid.     There  are  fo.me  alfo  in 
Germany  upon  the  Elbcy  and  in  f'rance  upon  the  Rhone,  the  IferCt 
and  the  Cife,     It  is  certain,  that  wc  do  not  find  in  the  Enrppean 
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;^Hen  they  hunted  only  fbr  vVhat  J.     P''".''^'"  ^^^"'•emon  e   ^  b« 

Of  hunting  the    \^'  ""^  m  any  ^fe^'i^e^thTs?  '**''  '?"  ^"'*"^«I 
'.a'ver.       "^  hinifcjf.   nor  the  SHll  ,  V^^^^gt^  to  defend 

,and  I^;o.nons_.     It  is  durrwCe^t? 

^/rom  the  Begin- 
ke  all  other  Ani- 


for  itfelf  Lodnin^  ,l?"^''">'!,^^'>ich  it  difcov 

-•ng  of  ^.iX't^r.^:J'"!i^4f-/  .u.  cne  Begin 

nials  more  Fur.  and  the  Skin  iTh"'  ^'''  ^^^^^  all  otheS 
formed  four  different  Ways  w  th  n"?'  '^"  ^"nting  i  p^^ 
^rench.   and   the  1  rap  •    rhV  fi  a  ^^^''    ""'^^   ^^^  Gun  ^thl 

Ztrti''^^ ['''^^^^^^^^^^  ZT^K'^'^o  tt 

^-ycs  of  this  lutle  Animal  are  fn  Zf  ■  ^  ^^^°"^»  ^ecaufe  the 

.mo  the  Water,  be  "„r  t  netrcoL'^'''""'"!  beCt^fe"' 

to  find  fome  fi  e(he,-  and  teXer  P    J-'"^"rt''»''s  into  th  "  Wood: 

//e  Trench  requires  mor^  r.  ♦•     ^"^  without  any  Tronku 
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at  a  good  Diftance,  becaufe  in  blowing  they  give  a  confiderable 
Motion  to  the  Water ;  fo  that  it  is  cafy  to  take  their  Meafures 
to  kill  them  as  foon  as  they  appear  above  Water :  But  for  the 
greater  Certainty,  and  not  to  be  feen  by  the  Beavers,  they  throw 
upon  the  Hole  which  they  make  in  the  Ice  fomc  broken  Reeds 
or  Stalks  of  Indian  Wheat,  and  when  they  find  that  the  Ani- 
mal is  within  Reach,  they  feize  him  by  one  of  his  Paws,  anj 
throw  him  upon  the  Ice,  where  they  knock  him  on  the  Head 
before  he  has  recovered  of  his  Surprize. 

If  the  Cabin  is  near  fome  Rivulet,  they  are  taken  with  lefs 
Trouble,  they  make  a  Cut  acrofs  the  Ice  to  let  down  their  Nets, 
then  they  go  and  break  down  the  Cabin.    The  Beavers  that  arc 
in  it  never  fail  to  run  into  the  Rivulet,  and  are  caught  in  the  Net, 
but  they  muft  not  be  left  there  long,  for  they  would  foon  make 
their  Way  out  by  gnawing  it.     Thofe  which  have  their  Cabins 
in  the  Lakes  have,  at  three  or  four  hundred  Paces  from  the 
Shore,  a  Kind  of  Country- houfe,  where  they  may  breathe  a  bet- 
ter Air  :  Then  the  Hunters  divide  themielves  in  two  Parties, 
one  goes  to  break  down  the  Country  Cabin,  and  the  other  Party 
falls  upon  that  of  the  Lake  ;  the  Beavers  which  are  in  the  latter 
(and  the  Hunters  take  the  Time  when  they  are  all  there)  fly  for 
Refuge  to  the  other;  but  they  find  nothing  there  but  Dull, 
which  has  been  thown  in  on  Purpofe,  and  which  blinds  thcnx 
fo  that  they  are  eafily  taken.     Laftly,  in  fome  Places,   they 
make  a  Breach    in    the  Caufey  ;   by  this    Means  the  Beavers 
foon  find  themfelves  aground,  and  without  Defence,  or  elfe  they 
immediately  run  to  remedy  the  Evil  of  which  they  do  not  know 
the  Authors,  and  as  they  are  well  prepared  to  receive  them, 
the  Beavers  feldom  efcape,  or  at  leail  fome  of  them  are  taken. 
There  are  fome  other  Particularities  of  the  Beavers  which 
I  find  in  fome  Memoirs,  the  Truth  of  which 
I  cannot  warrant.    They  pretend,  that  when 
thefe  Animals  have  difcovered  any  Hunters, 
or  any  of  thofe  Beafts  that  prey  upon  them, 
they  dive,  ftriking  the  Water  with  their  Tail,  with  fuch  a  great 
Noife,  that  they  may  be  heard  half  a  League  off:  This  is  pro- 
bably to  give  Notice  to  the  reft  to  be  upon  their  Guard.     They 
fay  alfo  tnat  they  have  the  Senfe  of  fmelling  fo  exquifite,  that 
being  in  the  Water  they  fmell  a  Canoe  at  a  great  Dillance.    But 
they  add,  that  they  only  fee  Side-ways  like  a  Hare,  and  that 
through  this  Defeft  they  often  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  Hun- 
ter whom  they  feek  to  (hun.    And  laftly  they  affirm,  that  v/hen  a 
Beaver  has  loft  his  Mate,  they  never  couple  again  with  another,  as 
is  reported  of  the  Turtle  Dove.    The  Savages  take  great  Care  to 
hinder  their  Dogs  from  touching  the  Bones  of  the  Beaver,  becaufe 
jhcy  are  fo  hard  they  would  fpoil  their  Teeth  ;  they  fay  the  fame 
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Thing  of  the  Bones  of  the  Porcupine.  The  Generality  of  tha 
Savages  give  another  Reafon  for  this ;  it  is,  they  fay,  not  to 
enrage  the  Spirits  of  thefe  Animals,  which  would  hinder  at  an- 
other Time  the  Chace  from  being  fuccefsful.  For  the  reft.  Ma- 
dam, I  wonder  they  have  not  tried  to  tranfport  fome  of  tbefe 
wondcrlul  Creatures  into  France ;  we  have  Places  enough  where 
they  might  find  Food  enough,  and  Materials  fqr  building,  and 
I  believe  they  would  multiply  there  prefently. 

We  have  here  alfo  a  little  Animal  much  of  the  fame  Nature 
Of  t'      M  fk    ^^  ^^  Beaver,  which  in  many  Refpefts  feems 
/     "^       "J      to  be  a  fmaller   Species,  and   is   called  the 
•     ''  MuJkRat,     It  has,   in  Faft,    almoft  all   the 

Properties  of  the  Beaver,  the  Sliape  of  the  Body,  and  efpecially 
of  the  Head  of  both,  is  fo  alike,  that  one  would  take  the  Muflc 
Rat  for  a  little  Beaver,  if  his  'Fail  was  cut  off,  which  is  almoft 
like  tiiat  of  our  Rats ;  and  if  its  I'efticles  were  taken  away,  which 
tonuiij  a  moll  exquifite  Muflc.  This  Animal,  which  v/ti^,ii;  lout 
four  Pounds,  is  mucli  like  that  w'.ich  Mr.  Ray  uef^ribes  under 
the  Name  of  Mus  Aiplnus.  It  takes  the  Field  in  the  Month  of 
March,  and  irj  I'ood  is  then  fome  Bits  of  Wood,  whicii  it  peals 
bcibre  eating  tliem.  After  the  Snows  arc  melted,  it  live,  i-pon 
the  Roots  of  ricttles,  then  on  the  Stalks  and  Leaves  of  tiiis 
Phuit,  Jn  Summer  it  feeds  moflly  on  P^aftierries  and  Straw- 
berries, and  afterwards  on  other  autumnal  Fruits.  During  this 
Seafon,  the  Male  is  feldom  fcen  without  the  Female  :  When 
Winter  begins  they  feparate,  and  each  goes  to  find  a  Lodging 
in  fome  Hole,  or  the  Hollow  of  a  Tree,  without  any  Provifions ; 
and  the  Savages  ailirm  that  as  long  as  the  Cold  lafts  they  eat 
pothin<T. 

They  build  alfo  Cibinn,  fomcthing  like  thofe  of  the  Beavers, 
J)Ut  very  far  from  being  fo  well  built.  As  to  their  Situation,  it 
;s  always  by  the  Water  Side,  fo  they  have  no  Occafion  to  make 
any  Dams.  They  fay  that  the  Fur  of  the  Muflc  Rat  may  be 
mixt  with  that  of  the  R«*avcr  in  making  Hats,  without  any 
frejuJice  to  the  Work.  Its  Flefli  is  not  bad  but  in  rutting 
Time;  then  it  is  not  poffible  to  deprive  it  of  a  Mufkinefs,  which 

is  not  fo  pleafant  to  the  Tafte  as  to  the  Smell. 1  was  very 

much  inclined,  Madam,  to  give  you  an  Account  of  the  other 
Chaces  of  the  Savages,  and  of  the  Animals  that  are  peculiar  to 
this  Country,  but  I  muft  defer  it  to  another  Opportunity.  I  am 
juft  now  informed  that  my  Carriage  is  ready,  and  I  am  going 
to  fet  out. 

/  antf  &c. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     V.  ,  ^ 

A  Journey  from  Quebec  /oTrois  Rivieres  (the  Three  Rivers :) 
Hoiv  they  go  Pojf  upon  the  Sno^v.  Of  the  Lordjhips  or  Manors  of 
New  France.  J Defcription  of  ^eckahcovkt.  TheTradition 
in  regard  to  the  Name  of  the  River  Puante  (the  Stinking  River.) 
ADefcriptionofTKOxs  Rivieres.  A  Continuation  of  the feveral 
Huntings  of  the  Savages. 


Madam, 


Trois  Rivieres,  March  6. 


I  Arrived  Yefterday  in  this  Town,  after  two  Days  Journey,  and 
though  it  is  twenty-five  Leagues  diftant  from  ^uebecy  I  could 
have  performed  the  Journey  in  twelve  Hours,  becaufe  I  came  in 
a  Sledge,  which  the  Snow  and  Ice  makes  a  very  eafy  Way  of 
travelling  in  this  Country  during  the  Winter,  and  which  does 
not  coll  more  than  the  common  Carriages.  The  Sledge  runs 
fo  fmoothly,  that  a  fingle  Horfe  fufKces  to  draw  it,  and  always 
goes  a  Gallop.  One  finds  at  different  Places  frefh  Horfes  at  s 
a  cheap  Rate.  In  Cafe  of  Need  one  might  travel  this  Way 
threefcore  Leagues  in  twenty-four  Hours,  much  more  con- 
veniently than  in  the  beil  Pofl-Chaifes. 

I  lay  the  the  firft  Night  at   Pointe  aux  Trembleit  (Afpen  Tree 

r^j-.i    r    j/Lj.      /*«»^5  feven  Leagues  from  the  Capital,  which 

OftheLordJhtps    j  left  but  one  Hour  before  Night.     This  is 

oj  i^anaaa.  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^  good  Parifhes  of  this   Country. 

The  Church  is  large  and  well  built,  and  the  Inhabitants  m 

food  Circumftances.  In  general,  the  old  Inhabitants  are  richer 
ere  than  the  Lords  of  the  Manors,  and  this  is  the  Reafon  : 
Canada  was  but  a  great  Foreft  when  the  French  firft  fettled  it. 
Thofe  who  obtained  Lordfhips,  were  not  People  to  improve  the 
Land  themfelves  ;  they  were  Officers,  Gentlemen,  and  Compa* 
nies,  who  had  not  Funds  fufficient  to  eflablifh  a  proper  Num- 
ber of  Labourers  for  this  Purpofe.  They  were  therefore  obliged 
to  fettle  Inhabitants,  who,  before  they  could  get  a  Subfiftence, 
were  obliged  to  labour  much,  and  to  advance  all  the  Charjg^es ;  fo 
that  they  paid  their  Lords  but  a  very  flender  Rent  j  ana  all  the 
ufual  Fines  of  a  Manor  amount  here  but  to  a  fmall  Sum.  A 
Lordfhip  of  two  Leagues  in  Front,  and  of  an  unlimited  Depth, 
bring,"  'n  but  a  fmall  Income  in  a  Country  fo  thinly  peopled,  and 
where  there  is  fo  little  Trade  in  the  inward  Parts. 
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This  was  without  Douot,  one  of  the   Reafons  that  engaged 
nr  L   P-  If    r    J-<^'^^'"  ^^^  XlVth    to  allow  all   Nobles  and 
•'  [f  Ji     ^^''"^^^'"^"  y^^'^'^'^' '"  Canada,     to  trade  both   by 

ntron  ge.  ■>  ,.   t-     ^^^  and  handy  nvithciit  being  liable  to  be  troubled 
jnen  an  '  ^^^  this  /ic  county  or  reputed  to  hanje  derogated  from 

■^  ^■^''^'  their  Birth  and  Family.     Thr'e  arc  the  Terms 

of  the  Older,  which  was  made  by  the  Council,  tlie  10th  oi March 
'.685.  And  further,  there  are  no  Lordfhips  in  this  Country,  even 
ot  thofe  which  give  Titles  of  Honour,  to  which  the  Right  of 
i'atronagc  belongs;  f  r  upon  the  Claim  of  fome  Lorda,  founded 
opon  their  having  built  a  Parlfli  Church,  his  Majcfty  being  pre- 
fent  in  Council,  declared  the  fame  Year,  1685,  that  this  Right 
belonged  only  to  the  Bifhop,  as  well  becaufe  he  is  more  capa- 
ble than  any  other  of  judging  who  are  the  litteft  Perfons,  as  be- 
caufe, that  the  proper  Allowance  of  the  Curates,  is  paid  out  of 
the  Tytheti  that  belong  to  the  Bifliop.  The  King  in  the  fame 
Order  declares,  that  the  Right  of  Patronage  is  not  to  give  any 
Aank  of  Honour. 

1  departed  from  Peinte  anx  Trembles  before  Day,  with  a  one 
eyed  Horfe,  1  changed  him  afterwards  for 
a  lame  one,  and  then  )iim  for  a  broken  winded 
one.  With  thefe  three  Relays,  I  went  fcven- 
teen  Leagues  in  fevcn  or  eight  Hours,  and  I 
the  Baron  de  Beckancourt'i,  chief  Surveyor 
of  Neiv  France,  who  would  by  no  Means 
Aiffer  me  to  go  forward.  This  Gentleman  has  a  Village  of 
Abtnaquisy  under  the  Direction  of  a  J^'/uit  in  Matters  of  Re- 
ligion*, to  whom  1  was  very  glad  to  pay  my  Refpefts  by  the  Way. 
The  Baron  lives  at  the  Entrance  of  .a  little  River  that  comes 
from  the  South,  which  runs  entirely  through  his  Lordfhip,  and 
bears  his  Name.  The  Life  which  M.  de  Beckancettrt  leads  in 
this  Defert  (for  here  arc  no  other  French  Inhabitants  as  yet  but 
the  Lord)  naturally  briiij^s  to  Mind  the  antient  Patriarchs, 
who  did  not  difdain  to  divide  with  their  Servants  rhc  Labours  of 
their  Countiy,  and  lived  almoft  in  as  plain  a  Manner  as  they. 
The  Advantage  which  he  Makes  by  the  Trade  with  the  Savages 
his  Neighbours,  by  buying  Skins  of  them  at  the  firft  Hand,  is 
More  than  the  Profits  he  could  make  of  Inhabitants,  to  whom 
he  fliould  divide  his  Land.  In  Time,  it  will  be  his  own  Fault 
if  he  has  no  Vaflals,  and  he  will  make  more  advantageous  Con- 
ditions when  he  has  cleared  all  his  Land,  The  Kwtr  Bee kan- 
fflwfV  WHS  formerly  called  Riviere  Puafttey  or  the  Stirling  Ri- 
irr.  I  enquired  the  Caufe  cf  this  Name,  for  the  Water  ap- 
peared to  me  very  fmcy  and  they  aflured  me  that  it  i»  very  good, 
and  that  there  is  no  bad  Smell  in  all  this  Quarter.  Yet  fome  told 
Mt  it  was  fo  called  on  Account  of  the  bad  Qualities  of  the 

Waters  ; 
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Waters :  Others  attributed  it  tj  the  great  Number  or'"MuIk  Rats 
that  arc  found  in  it,  the  Scent  of  which  the  Savages  cannot  i^ear ; 
but  here  is  a  third  Reafon.  which  they  who  have  made  the  grcatefl 
Rcfearches  into  the  antient  Hiliory  of  the  Country  fay,  is  the 
ti  ue  one. 

Some  Algonquin s  were  at  War  with  the  OnmntcharoanonSf  better 
known  by  the  Name  of  the  Iroquct  Nation,  which  aaticntly 
dwelt  in  the  Ifland  oi Montreal.  The  Name  it  bear*  proves,  that 
it  was  of  the  Huron  Language  ;  but  they  fay  it  was  thcfe  Hurons 
who  drove  them  from  their  antient  Habitation,  and  who  have 
in  Part  dellroycd  them  :  However  that  may  be,  this  Nation  was 
at  the  Time  I  fpeak.  of,  at  War  with  the  Algoiquim^  who,  to 
make  an  End  at  once  of  the  War,  which  they  began  to  be 
weary  of,  contrived  a  Stratagem,  which  fucceedcd.  They  fet 
themfelves  in  Ambuflj  on  the  two  Sides  of  a  little  River,  which 
is  now  called  Beckaucourt.  Then  they  detached  fome  Canoes, 
which  made  a  Shtv/  of  Fiihing  in  the  Great  River.  They  knew 
that  their  Enemies  were  not  far  off,  and  they  made  no  Doyubt 
that  tney  would  foon  fall  upon  thcfe  pretended  Filhermen  :  And 
in  Fadt,  they  foon  faw  a  Fleet  of  Canoes  coming  in  Hsile  to 
attack  them  ;  they  feemed  to  be  afrighted,  fled,  and  got  up  the 
River.  They  were  followed  very  dofc  by  the  Enemy,  who 
thought  to  make  a  very  eafy  Conqueft  of  this  Handful  of  Men  ; 
and  tvi  draw  them  on,  they  affeftcd  to  be  greatly  terrified.  This 
F'eint  fucceeded,  the  PurAicrs  dill  kept  advancing,  and  making 
moft  hideous  Cries,  according  to  the  Cuilom  of  thefe  Bar- 
barians, they  thought  they  were  indantly  jgoing  to  leize  their 
Prey. 

Then  a  Shower  of  Arrows  from  behind  the  Bufhes  which  bor- 
dered the  River  threw  them  into  Confufion,  which  they  gave 
them  no  Time  to  recover.  A  fecond  Difcharge  which  followed 
clofc  upon  the  firlt,  entirely  routed  them.  They  drove  to  fly  in 
their  Turn,  but  they  could  no  longer  ufe  their  Canoes,  which 
were  every  where  pierced  witii  Arrows :  They  leaped  into  the 
Water,  hoping  to  favc  themfelves  by  fwimming,  but  befides 
that  the  greatcll  Part  were  wounded,  they  met  at  landing  the 
Death  they  fled  from,  and  not  one  efcaped  the  Algoriquins^  who 
eavc  no  Quarter,  and  did  not  even  araufe  themfelves  with  ma- 
ting  of  Pri loners  :  The  Irequit  Nation  never  recovered  this  fa- 
tal Blow,  and  though  fome  of  thefe  Savages  have  been  feen 
fince  the  Arrival  of  the  French  in  Cajii:.^a,  at  prefent  there  are 
none  remaining.  In  the  mean  Time  the  Number  of  dead  Bodies 
which  remained  in  the  Water  and  upon  the  Sides  of  the  River 
infefted  it  in  fach  a  Manner,  that  it  Hill  retr.ins  the  Name  of 
Ri-vm^  Puarttit  (the  Stinking  lUi'sr.J 
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The  Abenaqui  Village  of  Beckancourt  is   not  fo  populous  as  i  t 

r\^  .L    Au  was  fome  Years  ago,  yet  they  would  be  of 

Of  the  Ah tr\2i-  ^    .«-/!  ^  •      c<  c    ^c      wr 

a\iy'II  /"R  -  8"*^^'  Amftance  to  us  m  Cafe  ot  a  War. 
q  I  ageoj  -  q-j^gj-g  Savages  are  alv/ays  ready  to  make  In- 
roads into  Nc'-w  England^  where  their  Name 
alone  has  often  carried  Terror  even  into  Bojion.  Th«y  would  alfo 
ferve  us  as  efFeftually  againll  the  Iroquois^  to  whom  they  are  no 
ways  inferior  in  Valour,  and  are  better  difciplined.  They  are 
all  Chrijiiansy  and  they  have  a  pretty  Chapel,  where  they  prac- 
tife  with  much  Edification  all  the  Exercifes  of  the  Chrifiian  Re- 
ligion. We  mull,  neverthelefs,  acknowledge,  that  they  are  great- 
ly fallen  from  the  Fervour  which  appeared  in  them  the  firll 
Years  of  their  Eftablifhment  amongft  us.  They  carried  them 
Brandy,  which  they  took  a  gr^'at  Liking  to,  and  the  Savages  never 
drink  but  to  get  drunk.  We  'e  learnt  by  fatal  Experience,  that 
in  Proportion  as  thefe  People  depart  from  God,  in  the  fame  Mea- 
fure  they  pay  lefs  Refpeft  to  their  Pallors,  and  grow  more  in 
the  Intereft  of  the  Englijh.  It  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  the 
Lord  will  permit  them  to  become  our  Enemies,  to  puniih  us 
for  having  contributed,  fora  fordid  Intereft,  to  render  them  vici- 
ous, as  it  has  already  happened  to  fome  other  Nations. 

After  having  embraced  the  Mifllonary  of  Beckancottrty  (a)  vl- 
c ..     .-       /.  . ,      fited his  Village,  and  made  with  him  fome  for- 
/  ua  ton  £a    :'^    rowful  Refle6lio»:s  which  naturally  arife  from 
oac«    /  ^j^^  Diforders   I   have  mentioned,    and  for 

which  he  is  often  reduced  to  groan  in  the 
Sight  of  God,  I  crofted  the  River  St.  Laurence  to  come  to  this 
Town.  Nothing  is  more  charming  than  its  Situation.  It  is  built 
upon  a  gentle  Hill  of  Sand,  which  is  only  barren  for  the  Space 
it  may  occupy,  if  it  ever  becomes  a  confiderable  Town  ; 
-for  at  prefent  it  is  but  of  little  Confequence.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  whatever  can  render  a  Town  agreeable  and 
wealthy.  The  River,  which  is  near  half  a  League  wide,  runs 
at  the  Bottom.  Beyond,  we  fee  a  cultivated  fruitful  Country, 
that  is  crowned  with  the  fineft  Forefts  in  the  World.  A  little 
below,  and  on  the  fame  Side  as  the  Town,  the  Great  River  re- 
ceives anothe-  'olerably  fine  River,  which  before  it  mixes  its 
Water  with  f'  .ft,  receives  at  the  fame  Time  twv  i others, '^ne 
t  other  to  the  left,  which  has  given  the  Name 
{Three  Rivers)  to  the  Town, 
at  about  the  fame  Diftance,   begins  the  Lake  of 

c\ftU    1  I      r    ^^'   P'"'^'^*   which    is  about  three    i-eagues 
Ujtbe  Lake  of     ^^j^^^  ^^^    ^^^^^    j^^^  .  ^^    ^^^^    nothing 
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bounds  the  Sight  on  tnat  Side,  and  the  Sun 
appears  to  fct  in   the  Waves.     This   Lake, 
which  ks  only  an  Enlargement  of  the  River  St.  Laurence^  receives 
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i^ivers.  It  appears  probable,  that  it  is  thefe  Rivers  that  in  a 
Courfe  of  Years  have  eaten  away  the  low  and  light  Soil,  through 
which  they  run.  This  is  moft  apparent  in  the  River  St.  Franf9tt, 
the  Mouth  of  which  hath  may  little  Iflands  interfperfed  in  it, 
which  probably  were  formerly  joined  to  the  Continent.  And 
moreover,  in  all  the  Lake,  unlefs  in  the  midrt  of  the  Channel 
where  the  Strength  of  the  Current  of  the  Great  River  has  pre- 
ferved  its  Depth,  there  is  no  pafling  but  in  Canoes.  There  are 
alfo  fome  Places  where  great  Canoes,  if  they  are  but  H{ 
loaded,  cannot  eafily  pafs.  But  it  is  every  where  full  of 
and  the  Fifli  are  excellent. 
The/  reckon  but  about  feven  or  eight  hundred  People  in 
>^n  /'  •**•  r  'lown  of  Trots  Rivieres,  but  it  has  in 
thfroZjT  Neighbourhood    wherewithal    to    enrich 

great  City  ;  that  is  to  fay,  very  good  Iron 
Mines,  which  may  be  wrought  with  Profit  at  at  any  Time  (*)% 
Upon  the  whole,  though  this  Town  is  but  thinly  peopled, 
its  Situation  renders  it  of  great  Confequence,  and  it  is  one  oi'"' 
the  oldeft  Settlements  in  the  Colony.  From  the  firft,  this  Poft 
has  had  a  Governor,  he  has  a  thoufand  Crowns  Salary,  and  an 
Etat  Major  (a  certain  Number  of  General  Officers  of  the  Army 
under  him.)  Here  is  alfo  a  Convent  of  Recollets,  a  pretty  good 
Parifli  Church  ferved  by  this  Society,  and  a  very  fine  Hofpital» 
joined  to  a  Nunnery  of  Urfulities,  to  the  Number  of  forty,  who 
are  employed  as  Nurfes  to  the  Hofpital.  This  is  alfo  a  Founda* 
tion  of  M.  (fe  St.  Fallier.  From  the  Year  1650,  the  6'*wc<&((/ 
{whofc  Oflice  and  Pov^er  was  afterwards  aboliflied  and  invelled 
in  the  Superior  Council  of  i^tehcc,  and  the  Intendant)  had  a 
Lieutenant  at  Trois  Ri'viercs :  At  prefcnt,  this  Town  has  a  com* 
mon  Court  of  Jullice,  the  Chief  of  which  is  a  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral. 

It  owes  its  Origin  to  the  great  Refort  of  Savages  of  difierent 
Nations  to  this  Place.  At  the  Beginning  of 
the  Colony  there  came  down  many,  efpecially 
from  the  fartheil  Parts  of  the  North,  by  the 
three  Rivers,  wiiich  have  given  the  Name  to 
this  Town,  and  by  which  they  go  up  a  great  Way.  The  Situs* 
tion  of  the  Place,  joined  to  the  great  Trade  that  was  carried  on 
here,  engaged  fome  French  to  fettle  here ;  and  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  the  River  de  Sore/,  then  called  the  Iroquois  Ri'vcr,  (which 
I  Oiall  mention  foon)  induced  the  Governor  General  to  build  a  Fort 
here,  where  was  maintained  a  good  Garrifon,  and  which  had  from 
the  firft  a  Governor  of  its  own.     This  Port  was  then  looked 

(a)  They  are  aftually  wioi'jlit  at  this  Time,  and  produce  the  b<ft  Iron 
in  the  World. 
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upon,  as  one  of  the  moll  important  in  Ne<w  France'.  After  fomc 
Years,  the  Savages  being  tired  of  being  continually  harrafled  by 
the  Iroquoist  from  whom  the  French  thcmfclves  had  Trouble 
enough  to  defend  themfelves,  and  having  no  longer  the  Liberty  of 
the  Paffes,  where  thefe  proud  Enemies  laid  wait  for  them  conti- 
nually, and  not  being  fafe  even  in  Sijjht  of,  and  under  the  Can- 
no©  of  our  Fort,  they  foreborc  to  bring  hither  their  Peltry  or 
SJkin?.  The  Je/uits  with  all  their  new  Con'/erts  retired  three 
Leagues  lower,  upon  fome  Lands  that  were  given  them  by  the 
Abbot  de  la  Madeleinet  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  of 
the  hundred  Aflbciates,  formed  by  the  Cardinal  dc  Richlieuy  from 
■whence  this  Place  took  the  Name  of  Cape  de  la  Madeleine,  which 
it  bears  to  this  Day  (a). 

The  Miflion  wliich  was  tranfported  hither,   did    not  fubfift  a 

Of  C  te  Ma-      ^°'^S  Time.     This   was   partly  the  EfFeft  of 

J  I  <       ^  the  Ficklenefs  of  the  Savages,  but  principally 

the  Confequence  of  the  Wars  and  Diieafes 
which  have  almoft  entirely  deftroyed  this  rifmg  Church.  There 
are  dill  in  the  Neighbourhood  a  Company  of  Algonquinsy  the 
greateft  Part  of  whom  were  baptized  in  their  Infancy,  but  have 
now  no  regular  Exercife  of  Religion.  The  Gentlemen  of  the 
Wejl-India  Company,  who  have  now  the  Beaver  Trade,  have  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  draw  them  to  Checoutime.,  where  they  have 
already  re-united  feveral  Families  of  the  fame  Nation,  and  of 
the  Nation  of  the  Mountains,  under  the  Diredion  of  a  Jefuit 
Miffionary,  Others  wan  >.ed  to  unite  them  with  the  Abenaquis  of 
St.  Francois.  All  their  Anfwer  to  thefe  Invitations  was,  tnat 
they  could  not  refolve  to  quit  a  Place  where  the  Bones  of  their 
fathers  reft.  But  fome  People  believe,  and  not  without  Foun- 
dation, that  this  Rcfufal  proceeds  lefs  from  themfelves,  than 
from  fome  People  to  whom  their  Neighbourhood  is  advantage- 
ous ;  and  who,  without  Doubt,  do  not  fufficiently  confider  that 
they  lacrifice  the  Salvation  of  thefe  Savages  to  a  little  Intereft. 
I  have  juft  been  informed,  Madam,  that  in  a  few  Days  I  Ihall 
have  an  Opportunity  of  fending  this  Letter  to  ^eiec,  from 
whence  it  may  go  early  to  France  by  the  Ifle  Royal.     I  ihall  fill  it 

yp  with  what  concerns  the   Huntings   of  the  Savages. The 

hunting  of  the  Beaver,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  was  not  their 
principal  Concern,  till  they  faw  the  Value  which  the  French  fet 
upon  the  Skin  of  this  Animal.  Before  this,  the  hunting  of  the 
Bear  held  the  firft  Place,  and  was  performed  with  the  greateft 
Superftition.  This  is  what  is  obferved  at  this  Day 
Chace,  amongft  thofe  who  are  not  Chrijiians. 


m  this 


(a)  Befidss  the  Iron  Mines,  which  are  very  plentiful  at  Cape  Mtidehinr, 
here  have  been  diCcoverecl  fome  Years  ago,  feveral  Springs  of  Mineral 
W»ten.  ,  _ 
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W^r-Chief  who  fixes  the  Time.aiK!  h:\s  the 
Care  of  inviting  the  Hunters.  'I'his  Invita- 
tion, which  is  made  with  great  Ceremony,  is 
followed  with  a  Faft  of  eight  Days ;  during 
which  they  muft  not  drink  ever  a  Drop  of  Water.  And  1  will 
tell  you  by  the  Way,  Madam,  th-tt  what  the  Savages  call  falling, 
is  to  take  abfolutely  nothing  at  all.  Still  more,  in  Spite  of  the 
extrem*^  Weaknefs  which  hich  an  Abftinence  one  may  fuppofo 
ca'niiut  fail  to  caufe,  they  never  ceafe  finging  all  the  Time  it 
lafts.  They  obferve  this  Faft,  in  order  to  induce  the  Genii,  or 
Spirits,  to  difcover  the  Places  where  they  may  find  many  Bears. 
Many  even  do  much  more  to  deferve  this  Favour.  Several  have 
been  feen  to  cut  their  Flefli  in  feveral  Places  of  their  Jody,  to 
render  their  Genii,  or  Spirits,  more  propitious.  But  it  is  proper 
to  obferve,  that  they  do  not  afk  their  Afiiftance  to  conquer  thefe 
furious  Animals  :  It  fuffices  them  to  be  informed  where  they 
are.  As  JJax  did  not  aflc  o^  Jupiter  to  give  him  the  Viftory  over 
his  Enfemies,  but  only  Day  enough  to  make  an  End  of  hi« 
Conqueft. 

The  Savages  fupplicate  alfo  on  the  fame  Account  the  Manet 
of  the  Beafts  which  they  have  killed  in  former  Huntings  ;  and 
as  their  Thoughts  run  wholly  on  the  Matter  whilft  they  arc 
awake,  it  is  natural  that  during  their  Sleep  (which  can't  be  very 
found  upon  fuch  empty  Stomachs)  they  Ihould  often  dream  of 
Bears.  But  this  is  not  enough  to  determine  them  :  It  is  neccf* 
fary  that  all,  at  leaft  the  greateft  Number,  fhould  in  their  Sleep 
have  feen  Bears  in  the  fame  Place  :  And  how  (you  will  fav) 
fnould  ill  their  Dreams  agree  in  this  ?  The  Cafe  feems  to  fee 
thus  :  Provided  a  Ikilful  Hunter  has  thought  he  has  dreamt  two 
or  three  Times  together  of  feeing  Bears  in  a  certain  Place,  ei- 
ther through  Complaifance,  or  through  continual  talking  of  it, 
Cheir chimerical  Brain  at  laft  takes  the  Impreflion,  and  every  Body 
prefently  dreams  the  fame,  or  feign  that  they  have  dreamt  fOy  and 

a  Refolution  is  taken  to  go  to   that  Place. The   Faft  being 

over,  and  the  Place  of  the  Hunt  fettled,  the  Chief  who  is  chofea 
for  the  Chace  gives  to  all  chofe  who  arc  to  be  of  the  Party  a 
great  Feaft  j  but  no  Pcrfon  dares  be  prefent,  without  having  firft 
bathed;  that  is  to  fay^  w\.l]\onX.  having  plunged  into  the  River, 
let  the  Weather  be  ever  fo  fevere,  provided  the  River  is  not 
frozen.  This  Feaft  is  not  like  many  others,  in  which  they  are 
obliged  to  cat  up  all  :  Though  they  have  fafted  fo  long  before 
it,  (and  perhaps  it  is  for  this  Reafon)  they  cat  moderately.  He 
who  gives  the  Feaft,  eats  nothing  ;  and  all  his  Employment, 
whiSft  the  others  are  at  Table,  is  to  relate  his  former  Atchieve- 
ments  in  hunting  :  Frefti  Invocations  of  the  Manes  of  dead 
Bears,  finilhes  the  Feaft,  Then  they  begin  their  March,  cquipp'd 
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as  for  War,  and  their  Faces  befmeared  with  Black,  dmidll  the 
Acclamations  of  the  whole  Village  ;  for  the  Chace,  amongft 
thefe  People,  is  as  noble  as  War.  The  Alliance  of  a  good  Hun- 
ter is  more  fought  after  than  that  of  a  famous  Warrior,  becaufe 
the  Chace  provides  the  whole  Family  with  Provifion  and  Cloath- 
ing,  and  the  Savages  defire  nothing  more  :  But  a  Man  is  not 
elleemcd  a  great  Hunter,  till  he  has  killed  twelve  great  BeaUs  in 
one  Dav. 

Thefe  People  have  two  great  Advantages  over  us  in  this  Ex- 
ercifej  for,  in  the  firft  Place,  nothing  flops  them,  neither  Bulhes, 
Ditches,  Torrents,  Ponds,  nor  Rivers.  They  always  go  for- 
ward upon  a  ftrait  Line.  In  the  fecond  Place,  there  are  few,  or 
rather  no  Crtatures,  which  they  cannot  overtake  in  running  : 
'f  htey  ^  •  *.  been  feen,  as  it  isfaid,  entering  a  Village,  leading 
B  "■">  .n  :;  Wythe,  (which  thev  had  tired  l)y  running  down)  as 
if  v^^-'  '  1  been  leading  a  Flock  of  Sheep  ;  and  tne  nimblefl 
Deer  j  noi  r-ifter  than  they  are.  Laftly,  the  chief  Hunter 
muft  make  little  Advantage  himfelf  of  his  Game  :  He  is  oblig'd 
to  be  very  liberal  of  it  :  If  they  even  prevent  his  Gift,  and 
take  it  away  from  him,  he  muft  fufFer  the  Lofs  without  faying 
any  Thing,  and  be  contented  with  the  Glory  of  having  labour'd 
for  the  Public.  Neverthelefs,  it  is  not  complained  of^  if  in  the 
Diflribution  which  he  makes  of  the  Game,  he  gives  the  iirfl 
Part  to  his  own  Family.  But  we  mufl  confefs,  that  thofe  Sa- 
vages with  whom  we  have  mofl  Commerce,  have  loft  fomething 
of  that  antient  Generofuy,  and  that  wonderful  Difintereftednefs 
which  they  were  remarkable  for.— Nothing  is  more  contagious 
than  the  Spirit  of  Intereft,  and  nothing  more  capable  of  alter- 
ing the  Manners  of  a  People. 

Winter  is  the  Seafon  for  hunting  the  Bear  ;  Then  thefe  Ani- 
mals are  hid  in  hollow  Trees  ;  or  if  they  find 
any  blown  down,  they  fhelter  themfelves  un- 
der the  Roots  of  them,  and  ftop  up  the  En- 
trance with  Branches  of  Pine,  fo  that  they 
are  perfedlly  fcreened  from  the  Rigour  of  the  Seafon  ;  otherwife, 
they  make  a  Hole  in  the  Earth,  and  take  great  Care,  when  they 
are  in,  to  ftop  up  the  Opening.  Some  have  been  found  at  the 
Bottom  of  a  Cavern,  hid  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  not  to  be  per- 
ceived, though  looked  very  narrowly  for.  But  in  what  Manner 
foever  the  Bear  is  lodged,  he  never  leaves  his  Retreat  for  the 
whole  Winter:  This  is  no  longer  doubted  of.  It  is  as  certain  that 
he  never  makes  any  Provifion  for  the  Winter,  and  of  Confe- 
quence,  that  during  all  that  Time  he  never  eats  or  drinks  :  As 
to  his  living  all  this  Time  by  fucking  his  Paws,  as  fome  Authors 
have  affirmed,  every  one  is  allowed  to  believe  what  he  pleafes  : 
But  this  is  certain,  that  they  have  been  kept  chained  up  during 
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he  Winter,  without  having  any  Thing  given  them  to  eat  or  to 
drink,  and  at  the  End  of  fix  Months  they  were  as  fat  as  before. 
It  is  without  Doubt  furprizing  that  a  Creature  cloathed  with  fuch 
a  good  Fur,  and  who  has  not  the  Appearance  of  being  very  ten- 
der,   fhould   take   fuch  Precautions  againft  the  Cold,  which  ho 
one  elfe  would  think  there  was  any  Need  of.     This  (hews  we 
nuift  not  judge  by  Appearances  :  Every  one  beft  knows  his  own 
Wants. 
There  is   no  Need   of  running  much   to  catch   the  Bear : 
en    nf  /-     ^^    is    only    neceflary    to  know   the   Places 

//,e  Manner  of     ^j^^^.^  ^^^  arc^xc^  Number  is  hid.     As  foon 
hunting  the  Bear.       ,^^  ^^^  Hunters  think   they  have  found  fuch  a 
Place,  they  form  a  Circle  of  a  Quarter  of  a  League  in  Circum- 
ference, or  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  Number  of  Hunters  : 
Then  they  advance,  coming  ftill  clofer  and  cjofer  together  ;  and 
every  one    looks   before  him,    to  find  out  the  Retreat  of  fome 
Bear  ;  fo  that  if  there  is  any,  it  is  difficult  for  or*^  to  efcape,  for 
our  Savpges  are  excellent  Ferrets.     The  next-F   >  .'  r  fame  Ma- 
noeuvre begins  again  at  fome  Diftancc  from  th-ihce,      id  all  the 
Time  of  the  Chace  is  employed  in  this  Mannr 
When   a   Bear  is   killed,    the  Hunter   y     •  t  ^  End  of  his 
lighted  Pipe  between  hisT   ::n,  blows  into 
the  Bowl  ;    and  thus  fil^'ng  the  Mouth  and 
Throat  of  the  Beall  wit'      P'.^k,  he  conjures 
its  Spirit  to  bear  no  Malice  for  what  he  has 
Body,   and   not  to  oppofe  him   in   his  future 
as  the  Spirit  does  not  anfwer,  the  Hunter  (to 
knowif^his  Prayer  is  granted)  cuts  the  String  under  the  Bear's 
Tongue^  and  keeps  it  till  he  returns  to  the  Village  :  Then  they 
all  throw,  with  great  Ceremony,   and  after  many  Invocations, 
thefe  Strings  into  the  Fire :    If  they  crackle,  and  flirink  up,  as 
feldom  fails  to  happen,  this  is  taken  for  a  certain  Sign  that  the 
Spirit  of  the  Bear  is  appeafed  j  if  not,  they  believe  they  are  en- 
raged,  and  that  the  Chace  of  next  Year  will  not  be  fuccefsful, 
unlefs  they  can  find  a  Way  to  reconcile  them  ;  for,  in  fhort,  there 
is  a  Remedy  for  every  Thing. 
The  Hunters  make  good  Cheer,  as  long  as  the  Chace  lafls ; 
Ho-w  the  Hun-      ^""^  ^''^l  i^ .tjey  have  but  little  Succefs,  they 
.^^,         .    •    J  ^    carry  oft  with  them  enough  to  treat  their 
ters  are  rerefvea  at     ^  •  '  j  j  r    j  ^l  •    r?     ^i*        i        t" 

their  Ret  r  Friends,  and  feed  their  Families  a  long  Time. 

This  Flefh  is  in  Reality  no  great  Ragout, 
but  every  Thing  is  good  to  the  Savages.  To  fee  now  they  are 
received,  the  Praifes  they  give  them,  the  pleafed  and  felf-fuffi- 
cient  Airs  they  take  upon  themfelves,  one  would  fay  they  were 
returning  from  fome  grand  Expedition,  loaded  with  the  Spoils  of 
a  whole  Nation  deflroyed.    The  People  of  the  Village  fay.  It 
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muj}  he  a  Man  (and  the  Hunters  fvy  (o  thcmfclves)  to  fight  iviii 
and  conquer  Bean  in  this  Manner. — Another  Thing  for  which  they 
receive  no  lefs  Praife,  and  upon  which  they  as  much  pride  them- 
felves,  is  to  leave  nothing  of  the  great  Fcaft  which  is  given  them 
at  the'r  Return  from  the  Chace  by  the  chief  Hunter.  The  firfl 
Service  that  is  prcfented,  is  thelargcll  Bear  they  have  taken;  and 
they  ferve  it  up  whole,  with  all  its  Entrails :  It  is  not  even 
fkinned  ;  they  only  fmge  the  Slrin  as  one  does  that  of  a  Hog  for 
Bacon.  This  Feall  is  performed  to  a  certain  Spirit,  whofe  An- 
ger they  think  they  fhould  incur  if  thty  did  »iot  eat  all  : 
rhey  muft  not  even  leave  any  of  the  Broth  in  which  the  Mea: 
was  boiled,  which  is  fcarce  any  Thing  but  Fat  melted  and  re- 
duced to  Oil  :  Nothing  can  he  worfe ;  and  it  generally  kills 
fomc  of  them,  and  makes  many  of  them  very  fick. 

The  Bears  are  not  mifchievous  in  this  Country,  but  when 
they  are  hungry,  or  when  they  are  wounded  ; 
however,  People  are  on  their  Guard  when 
they  approach  them.  They  feldom  attack  ; 
they  even  generally  run  away  as  loon  as  fhey  fee  any  Perfon, 
and  there  needs  only  a  Dog  to  make  them  fcour  quite  away.  The 
Bear  ruts  in  July:  He  then  grows  fo  lean,  Sc  his  Flelh  is  foinfipid 
;\nd  ill  tailed,  that  even  the  Savages  who  often  ea.t  thofe  Things, 
the  Sight  of  which  would  turn  our  Stomachs,  can  hardly  touch 
it.  Who  would  believe  that  this  Paflion  fhould  wafte  an  AnimnI 
of  this  Kind  and  Shape  more  in  one  Month,  than  a  total  Ablli- 
pence  from  Food  for  fix  Months  ?  It  is  lefs  furprizing  ihat  hi; 
Ihould  then  be  fo  fierce  and  ill-natured,  that  it  is  not  fafe  to 
meet  hinxi»  his  Way.     This  is  the  EfTed  of  his  Jealoufy. 

.Thii*  Seafon  being  over,  the  Bear  grows  fat  again,  and  no- 
thing contribute.^  more  to  it  than  the  Fruits  which  he  finds  in  the 
Woods,  of  which  he  is  very  fond.  Above  all,  he  is  fond  of 
Grapes  ;  and  as  all  theFortftsare  full  of  Vines,  which  grow  to 
the  Tops  of  the  highelt  Trees,  he  makes  no  Difficulty  to  climb 
Vjp  them  ;  But  if  a  Hunter  finds  him  there,  his  Daintinefs  cor 
him  his  Life.  When  he  has  thus  well  fed  upon  Fruits,  hij 
Flefh  has  a  very  good  Tafte,  and  keep^s  it  till  Spring  :  It  has, 
neverthelefs,  always  a  great  Fault ;  it  is  too  oily  ;  and  if  it  is 
not  nfcd  with  Moderation,  it  caufes  the  Bloody  Flux.  On  the 
other  Hand,  a  Bear's  Whelp  is  as  good  as  a  La«nh. 

I  forgot.  Madam,  to  tell  you  that  the  Savages  always  carry  a 
rif  fl,    n      yA      S'"^^'-  Number  of  Dogs  with  them  when  they 
$a'     I  \^^j.  hunt ;  they  are  the  only  Domcfiic  Creatures 

avages  uje  for        ^hich  they  bring  up,    and   they  bring  them 
vumtng.  ^   up  only  for  Hunting  :    They  all  feem  to  be 

of  the  fame  Species :  Their  Ears    Hand  upright ;  their  Nofe  is 
longy  like  that  or"  a  Wolf  ;  but  they  are  very  faithful  and  at- 
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tachcd  to  tliclr  Maftcrs ;  who,  neverthelefs,  feed  them  hut 
poorly,  and  never  fondle  them  :  Th  ;y  break  them  betimes  to 
that  Kind  of  Chace  they  are  intended  for,  and  they  are  excel- 
len^  Hunters.  I  have  not  Time  to  add  any^  Thing  mr'-'*.  for 
they  call  me  to  depart. 

/  am*  &c. 


L  E  T  T  E  R     VI.  •        V 

>  I  Defer  i pi  ion  of  the  Country,   and  the   IJlandi  o/*  Richlieu /7w</  St. 
Francois.     Of  the   Abenaqui   Village.     Of  the  antirut    Fort  rf 
Rich  lieu,    and  of  thofe  that    ha've  been  built  in  each  Parijh.     A 
hra've  Action  of  fivo  Canadian  Lailies. 

Madam,  St.  Francois,  iWiarr^  11. 

I  Departed  on  the  9th  from  Trois  Rivieres,  and  crofTed  the 
Lake  of  5/.  Peter,  inclining  a  little  to  the  South.  I  per- 
formed this  Journey  in  a  Sledge',  becaufe  the  Ice  was  ftill  ftrong 
enough  to  bear  all  Sorts  of  Carriages  ;  and  I  arrived  at  Noon 
at  Sf.  Franfois,  I  employed  the  Afternoon,  and  all  Yefterday, 
to  vifit  this  Quarter  ;  and  I  (hall  now  give  you  an  Account  of 
what  I  obferved  here. 

At  the  Weft  End  of  Lake  St.  Pierre,  there  is  a  vaft  Number  of 
Iflands  of  all  Sizes,  which  they  call  the 
IJIands  of  Richlieu  ;  and  turning  to  the  Left, 
when  we  come  from  ^ehec,  we  find  fix  others, 
which  border  a  pretty  deep  Bay,  into  which 
a  River  difcharges  itfelf,  the  Spring  Head  of  which  is  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Nenu  York.  The  Iflands,  the  River,  and  all 
the  Country  it  waters,  bear  the  Name  of  St.  Francois.  Each  of 
thefe  Iflands  are  about  a  Mile  long  ;  their  Breadth  is  unequal  : 
The  greatell  Part  of  thofe  of  Richlieu  are  fmaller  :  They  were 
all  formerly  full  of  Stags,  Deer,  Goats,  and  Elks  :  Here  was 
alfo  a  furprizing  Plenty  of  wild  Fowl,  which  is  not  now  very 
i'carce  ;  but  the  great  Beafts  have  difappeared. 

We  get  alfo  excellent  Fifli  in  the  River  of  St.  Fran.,cis,  and  at 
its  Mouth.  In  Winter  they  make  Holes  in  the  Ice,  and  let 
down  their  Nets  of  five  or  fix  Fathom  long,  and  they  feldom  take 
them  up  empty.  The  Fifli  which  they  commonly  take,  are  the 
gilt  Fifn,  Achigansy  and  particularly  the  Mafquinongcz,  which  arc 
a  Kind  of  Pike  :  It  hath  a  Head  larger  than  ours,  and  the 
Mouth  under  a  hooked  Snout,  which  gives  them  an  odd  Look. 
The  Lands  of  St.  Francois,  if  we  may  Jp.dge  by  the  Trees  that 
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grow  here,  and  by  that  which  is  already  cultivated,  arc  very 
good.  The  Inhabitants  are,  notwithllanding,  pour  enough  ; 
and  many  would  be  reduced  to  the  greateil  Indigence,  if  the 
Trade  with  the  Savages,  their  Neighbours,  did  not  help  them  a 
little.  But  is  it  not  this  Trade  that  hinders  them  from  mend- 
ing their  Circumllances,  by  making  them  laxy  ? 

The  Savages  I  fpeak  of,  are  the  Jbcnaquisy  amongft  which 
Of  tl    Ah  tnere  are  fome  Algonquins^  and  alfo  Sokokis  and 

\    yfif  '     Mahingansy  better  known  by  the  Name  of  the 

quis  f^iuage.  ff^^/vrs.     This  Nation  was   formerly    fettled 

upon  the  River  of  Manhatfe,  in  Ne-iv  7'orkt  and  it  appears  that 
they  were  antient  Inhabitants  of  that  Country.  The  Abenaquls 
came  to  St.  Franfois  from  the  Southern  Fans  of  Neav  France, 
which  are  nearefl  New  England.  Their  firll  Station,  upon  leav- 
ing their  Country  to  come  to  live  amongft  us,  was  a  little  River 
that  difcharges  kfclf  into  the  River  St.  Lanrencey  almoft  ovci- 
againft  SvLLERY  ;  that  is  to  Jhy,  about  a  League  and  a  half 
above  ^dec,  on  the  South  Side.  They  feated  themfelves  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  a  Fall,  which  was  called  the  Fall  </<r  /a  Chan- 
dieret  (the  Kettle.)  They  arc  now  fituated  on  the  Bank  of  the 
River  i/.  Fm/ifoisy  two  Leagues  from  its  Mouth,  in  the  Lake  St. 
Pierre.  The  Place  is  very  pleafant  ;  but  the  Misfortune  is,  that 
thefe  People  do  not  enjoy  the  Pleafures  of  a  fine  Situation,  and 
the  Cabins  of  the  Savages,  efpecially  of  the  Abenaquis,  do  not 
adorn  a  Country.  The  Village  is  well  peopled,  and  is  inha- 
bited only  by  Chriftiam.  This  Nation  is  docible,  and  were  at 
all  Times  well  afTcAcd  to  the  French  (a)  ;  but  the  Miflionary 
has  no  lefs  Trouble  on  their  Account,  than  his  Brother  of  Bed- 
ancourty  and  for  the  fame  Reafons. 

I   was  treated   here  with  Maple  Juice  :  This  is  the  Seafon  in 
n/"  *L      M  */     which  it  is  drawn.     It  is  delicious,  of  won- 
j^^  ^^       derful  Coolnefs,   and  very  whclcfome.     The 

'f"'"'  manner  of  drawing  it  is  very  eafy.     When 

the  Sap  begins  to  rife,  they  make  a  Jag  or  Notch  in  the  Trunk 
of  the  Maple,  and  by  the  Means  of  a  bit  of  Wood  which  they 
fix  in  it,  the  Water  runs  as  by  a  Spout :  This  Water  is  received 
into  a  Veffel,  which  they  fet  under  it.  To  make  it  run  plenti- 
fully, there  muft  be  much  Snow  upon  the  Ground,  the  Night 
muft  be  froily,  the  Sky  clear,  and  the  Wind  not  too  cold.  Our 
Maples  would  have  perhaps  the  fame  Virtue,  if  we  had  in  France 
as  much  Snow  as  in  Canaday  and  if  it  lafted  as  lon|;.  By  Degrees, 
as  the  Sap  thickens,  it  runs  lefs,  &nd  after  fome  Time  it  flops  en- 
tirely. It  is  eafy  to  judge,  that  after  fuch  a  Bleeding,  the  Tree 
is  not  the  more  healthy  :  They  affirm,  however,  that  it  can  bear 
this  many  Years  together.  They  would  do  better  perhaps,  to 
■  ^^  (*)  Father  yojtfb  Aubery. 
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let  it  reft  a  Year  or  t\v.j,  that  it  might  recover  its  vStrcngth* 
But  at  lall,  when  it  is  worn  out,  it  ffives  to  cut  down,  and  its 
Wood,  Roots,  and  Knots,  are  fit  for  many  Thing';.  Tliis  Tree 
muft  be  very  plenty  here,  for  they  burn  much  oi  it. 

Tlic  Water  of  ilie  Maple   is  pretty  clear,   though   a   little 
whitilh ;  it  is  very  cooling,  and  haves  in  the  Moucha  Talle  like 
tliatot'  Sugar,  very  a^rceaole.  It  is  a  very  good  Peroral;   and  iti 
what  Quantity  focvcr  it  is  drank,   though  you  arc  never  fo  much 
heated,  it  never  does  Harm  ;    for  it  has  not  that  Rawnefs  which 
caufes  the  Pleurify  ;    but  on  the  contrary,   a  balfamick  Virtue, 
which  fweetens  the  Blood,  and   a  c:r:ain  Salt,  which  keeps  up 
the  Keat  of  it.     They  add  th.;t  it  never  congeals ;    but  if  they 
ke(fp  it  acert.iin  Time,  it  becomes  an  excellent  Vinegar.     I  do" 
not  warrant  this  fur  Faft,  and  I  know  that  a  TravcIleT   ought 
not  to   take  c»cry  Thing  for  Truth  which  he   hears.     It  is  very 
probable  that  the  Savages,    who  are  well  acquainted  with   the 
V^irtues  of  all  their  .  lants,  have  at  all  Times  made  the  fame  Ufe 
of  this  Water,  which  they  do  at  this  Day  ;    but  it  is  certain  they 
did  not  know  how  to  make  a  Sugar  of  it,  which  we  ha  -^  fince 
taught  them.     They  were  contented  to  let  it  boil   a  little,  to 
thicken  itfomething,  and  make  a  Sort  of  Syrup,  which  is  pretty 
enough.    What  is  further  required  to  make  Sugar  of  it,  is  to  let 
it  boil  till  it    takes   a  proper  Confiftence,  and  it  purifies  itfelf 
witiiout  any  foreign  Mixture.     There  needs  only  Care  not  to ' 
boil  it  too  much,  and  to  fcum  it  well.     The  greateft  Fault  in 
making  it,  is  to  let  it  harden  too  much  in  its  Syrup,  which  makes 
it  oily,    and  to   keep  a  Tafte  of  Honey,    which  renders  it  lefs 
palatable,  unlefs  it  is  refined. 

This  Sugar  made  with  Care,  and  it  requires  much  lefs  than 
ours,  is  natural,  perioral,  and  does  not  burn  the  Stomach. 
Beildes,  the  making  of  it  is  vtry  cheap.  It  is  commonly  thought 
that  it  is  impofible  to  refine  it,  like  that  which  is  made  from 
Cane" ;  but  I  do  not  fee  the  Reafon  of  this ;  and  it  is  certain, 
thai  as  it  comes  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Savages,  it  is  purer  and 
much  better  than  the  Sugar  of  the  lilands,  which  has  undergone 
no  more  Management.  I  gave  fome  to  a  Sugar  Baker  of  Or- 
leatUf  who  found  no  other  Defeft  in  it,  than  that  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  and  which  he  attributed  folely  to  its  not  being 
fufHciently  purified.  He  thought  it  alfo  of  a  better  Kind  than 
thf  other,  and  made  fome  Lozenges  of  it,  which  I  had  the 
Honour  to  prefent  to  you,  Madam,  and  which  you  found  fo  ex- 
cclle!  t.  It  will  be  objefted,  that  if  it  was  of  fuch  a  good  Quality, 
it  would  have  become  anObjeft  of  Trade,  but  there  is  not  enough 
made  for  this  Purpofc;  but  perhaps  they  are  in  the  vvroig  m  not 
trying  what  may  be  done.  There  are  many  other  Things  be- 
sides this,  that  are  negleded  in  this  Country.— The  Plain-Tree, 
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the  fmall  Cherry,   the  Afh,  and  the  Walnut-Trees  of  different 
Sorts,  give  alfo  a  Water  that  mak^s  Sugar,  but  in  lefs  Quantity, 
and  the  Sugar  is  not  fo  good.     Yet  fome  People  give  the  Pre- 
ference to  that  which  is  drawn  from  the  Afh,  but  there  is  very 
little  made.     Could  you  have  believed,  Madam,  that  we  (hould 
find  in  Canada^    what  Firgil  fays  in  foretelling  the  Renewal  of 
the  golden  Age,  that  Honey  Ihould  flow  from  the  Trees  (a). 
All  this  Country  has  been  a  long  Time  the  Theatre  of  many 
Of  F  t  R  I      hloody  Scenes,  becaufe  d"jrlng  the  War  with 
f     or      tcj-     jj^^  Iroqnoist   it  was  the  moll  expofcd   to  the 
""^'  Excurfions  of  thofe  Barbarians.     They  came 

down  upon  the  Coloay,  by  a  Rirer  that  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  River  6''.  Laurence^  a  little  above  Lake  St>  Pierre^  on  the  fame 
Side  as  that  of  St.  Francois ;  and  to  which,  for  this  Reafon,  they 
at  firft  gave  their  Name.  It  has  been  fine  ^  for  fomc  Time  called 
Richlieu^  and  is  now  called  the  River  dt  Sorcl.  The  Illands  of 
Richlieuy  which  they  came  to  firft,  ferved  them  equally  for  their 
Ambufhes,  and  for  a  Retreat ;  but  when  we  had  (hut  up  this 
Paff'age  by  a  Fort,  built  at  the  Entrance  of  the  River,  they  took 
their  Way  by  the  Lands  above  and  below,  and  threw  themfelves 
efpecially  on  the  Side  of  St,  Fran^ois^  where  they  found  the  fame 
Advantages  to  exercife  their  Robberies,  and  where  they  have 
committed  Cruelties  which  are  horrible  to  relate. 

They  fpread  themfelves  afterwards  through  the  whole  Colony, 
^  ,       r,  and  they  were  obliged  in   order  to  defend 

11  Ln    a     '"    themfelves  from  their  Fury,  to  build  in  every 
all  the  fartjhes.         p^j.j^  ^  j^j^^^  ^^  p^^.^^  ^^^^^  ^j^^  Inhabitants 

may  take  Refuge  on  the  flrft  Alarm.  They  kept  in  each  Fort 
one  or  two  Centincls,  who  did  Duty  Night  and  Day,  and  they 
h^d  all  fome  Field-Pieces,  or  at  leafl  fome  Pattereroes,  as  well  to 
difperfe  the  Enemy,  as  to  give  Notice  to  the  Inhabitants  to  be 
upon  their  Guard,  and  to  inform  when  they  wanted  Succours. 
Thcfe  Fort«  are  onjy  Inclofures,  defended  with  Pallifadoes,  with 
fome  Redoubts :  Tne  Church  and  the  Manor-Houfe  are  always 
in  this  Inclofut  e  ;  and  there  is  ftill  Room  enough  left,  in  cafe  of 
need,  to  give  Refuge  to  the  Women  and  Children,  and  the  Cat- 
tle. This  has  been  found  fufficient  to  preferve  them  from 
any  Infult ;  for  I  never  heard  the  Jroquoit  took  any  of  thefe 
Forts. 

They  very  feldom  block  them  up,  and  fcarce  ever  attack  them 
to  take  them  by  Afiault.  One  is  too  dangerous  for  Sav.iges,  who 
have  nodefenfivc  Arms,  and  do  not  love  a  Viftory  llained  with 
their  Blood :  The  other  Way  does  not  agree  with  their  Manner 
of  making  War.    Two  attacks  of  the  Fort  de  Vercberes,  arc  nevcr- 
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tlielefs  famous  in  the  Annals  of  Canada  ;  and  it  looks  aS  if  the 
Iroquois  had  attempted  it  twice,  contrary  to  their  Cuftom,  only  to 
dilplay  the  Valour  and  Intrepiditjr  of  two  Amazons. 

In  1690,  thefe Savages  being  informed  that  Madam  i/i?  Vercherti 
J.         .  was  almoft  alone  in  her  Fort,  approached  it 

(valiant  Aaions  ^j^j^om  ^eing  feen,  and  attempted  to  fcale 
tf  t'wo  Canadian  ^j^^  Pallifadoes :  Some  Muflcct  Shot  that  were 
^^^'"'  fired  to  good  Purpofe,   upon  the  firft  Noif« 

they  made,  difperfed  them  ;  but  they  foon  returned,  and  they 
were  again  repulfed ;  and  what  fuprifed  them  the  more  was,  that 
they  faw  only  a  Woman,  and  her  they  faw  every  where.  This 
was  Madam  de  Venheresy  who  kept  up  as  good  a  Countenance 
as  if  (he  had  had  a  numerous  Garnfon.  The  Hope  which  the  Be- 
fiegers  had  conceived  at  firft,  to  take  a  Place  eafily,  which  they 
knew  was  without  Men,  made  them  return  feveral  Times  to  the 
Charge;  but  the  Lady  with  the  Help  of  the  Women  with  her, 
always  beat  them  off.  She  fought  in  this  Manner  two  Days, 
with  fuch  Bravery  and  Prefence  of  Mind,  as  would  have  done 
Honour  to  an  old  Warrior ;  and  at  laft  (he  obliged  the  Enemy 
to  retire,  for  Fear  of  having  their  Retreat  cut  off,  greatly 
aftiamed  of  being  forced  to  fly  before  a  Woman. 

Two  Years  after  another  Party  of  the  fame  Nation,  much 
more  numerous  than  the  other,  appeared  in  Sight  of  the  fame 
Fort,  whilft  all  the  Inhabitants  were  abroad,  and  the  greateft 
Part  employed  in  the  Fields.  The  Iroquois  finding  them  thus 
difperfed,  without  any  Sufpicion  of  an  Enemy,  feized  them  all 
one  after  another,  then  marched  towards  the  Fort.  The  Daugh- 
ther  of  the  Lord,  who  was  at  moft  but  fourteen  Years  old,  waa 
about  two  hundred  Paces  oft"  the  Fort.  At  the  firft  Cry  ftie  heard, 
fhe  ran  to  get  in  :  The  Savages  purfued  her,  and  one  of  them 
came  up  with  her  juft  as  {he  got  to  the  Door;  but  having  feized 
her  by  a  Handkerchief  that  was  about  her  Neck,  flic  let  it  flip 
from  her,  and  foeot  in,  and  ftiut  to  the  Gate. 

There  was  nobody  in  the  Fort  but  a  young  Soldier  and  a 
Company  of  Women  ;  who,  at  the  Sight  of  their  Huft)ands  whom 
the  Savages  were  binding  and  carrying  away  Prifoners,  fent 
forth  molt  lamentable  Cries.  The  young  L.idy  loft  neither  her 
Judgment  nor  Courage.  She  began  by  pulling  oft^  her  Cap, 
Ihe  tied  up  her  Hair,  put  on  a  Hat  and  a  Jacket,  and  locked  up 
all  the  Women,  whole  Cries  and  Tears  could  but  encourage 
the  Enemy.  Then  ftie  fired  a  Cannon  and  fome  Mufket  Shot, 
and  ftiewing  herfclf  with  her  Soldier  fometimes  in  one  Redoubt, 
and  fometimes  in  another,  changing  frequently  their  Drefs,  and 
firing  to  good  Purpofe  whenever  Ihe  faw  the  Iroquois  approach  the 
Tallifadc,  the  Savages  fancied  there  were  many  People  in  the 
Fort,  and  when  the  Chevalier  dt  Cri/kv,  upon  liearing  the  firing, 

«am« 


m 


64 


An  Hifiorical  Journal  cf 


m 


r! 


came  to  fuccour  the  Place,    the  Enemy  was  already  marched 
•    oif. 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  Chafe. That  of  the  Orignal  would 

•    r\r    I    r/z  not  have  been  lefs  profitable  to  us  at  prefrnt, 

VJ  the  Uky  or     ^j^^^  ^j^^^  ^^  jj^^  Beaver,  if  our  Predeceflbrs 

Un^nal.  ^^  ^j^j^  Country  had  given  more  Attention  to 

the  Profits  which  might  hcivc  been  made  of  it,    and  had  not  al- 

molt  entirely  deftroyed  the  bpecics,  at  leallin  thofe  Places  which 

are  within  our  Reach. 

What  they  call  here  the  Orignal,  is  what  in  Germany y  Polandy 

„  T\  r  ■    ■       ^     and    Mufco'tyy    they  call  the    Elk    or    Great 

ADefcnpuon  0/     ,^^^^^^      This  Aniiiial   here,    is  as  big    as  a 

the  Ungnal.  j^^^.^^^  ^^  ^  j^j^j^  ^^^  ^^^^,,^^^,,.     Tpj-^g   hind 

Quarters  are  large,  the  Tail  but  only  an  Inch  long,  the  Hams 
very  high,  the  Legs  and  Feet  like  thofe  of  a  Hart ;  a  lony  Hair 
covers  tiie  Withers,  the  Neck,  and  the  upper  Part  of  the  Ham^ : 
'I'lic  Head  is  above  two  Feet  long,  and  he  carries  it  out,  which 
gives  him  an  ill  Look  :  Its  Muzy,le  is  large,  and  IcfTens  in  the 
upper  Part  like  that  of  a  Camel,  and'lts  Noihils  are  fo  large  one 
may  eafiiy  thrult  in  half  one;;  Arm.  Its  Horns  are  not  leis  long 
than  thofe  of  a  Hart,  and  nuichwidci-;  They  arc  flat  and  forked 
like  thcfe  of  a  Deer,  and  are  renewed  every  Year ;  but  I  know 
not  if  upon  the  new  Growtli,  the)'  make  an  Incrcafe  which  de- 
notes the  Age  «)f  the  Animal. 

They  fay  tli.nt  the  Orii^nal   is  fubjcft   to  the  Epilcpfy,  and 
wh'jn  ihc  Fits  fei/e  him,    ne   gets  over   them  by  fcratching  his 
Ear  with  his  left  hind  Foot  till  he  draws  Blood,  which  has  made 
the  Hoof  of  this  Foot  be  elleemed  a  Specific  againft   the  falling 
Sicknefs.  It  is  applied  to  the  Heart  of  the  Patient,  and  they  do  the 
fame  to  cure  the  Palpitation  of  the  Heart:  They  put  it  alfo  into  the 
left  Hand  of  the  Perfon  who  is  difordered,  and  rub  his  F^ar  with 
it :  But  why  Ihould  they  not  draw  Blood  from  him  alfo,  as  the 
Oric^nal  does  ?     This  Hoof  is  alfo  reckoned  very  good  againil 
the  Plcurify  Cliolick  Pains,  the    Flux,    the  Vertigo,    and   the 
Purples,  by  reducing  it  to  Powder,  and  giving  it  in  Water.     I 
have  been  told  that  the  Algonqulnsy  who  formerly  made  the  Flefli 
of  this  Animal  their  common  Food,   were  very  much  fubjedl  to 
the  Epilepfy,  and  never  ufed  this  Remedy  :    Perhaps   they   had 
better.     The  Hair  of  the  Orignal  is  a  Mixture  of  light  grey  and 
dark  red.     It  grows  hollow  as  the  Beall  grows  old,   and  never 
lofcs   its    elallic  Power  :     Beat  it   ever   (o  long    it  fprings  up 
again.  MattreH'c;;  are  made  of  it,  and  Saddles.     Its  Flelh  is  well 
tailed,  light,  and  nourilhing  ;   it  would  be  a  Pity  that  it  ihould 
caufe  the  I^pilepfy ;  but  our  Hunters,  who  have  lived  upon  it 
whole  Winters,  never  found  that  it   had  any  bad  Quality.     Its 
Skin  is  llrong,  foft  and  fubftantial ;  it  is  made  into  Shamios,  and 
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excellent  BuiF,  wliich  is  very  lijrht.  TheSavagci.  look  upon  the 
Orignal  as  a  Crc  ituic  ot'  gooa  Oincn,  and  believe  th.it  thore 
who  dream  frequently  of  it,  may  flatter  thcmfclves  with  long 
Life  :  But  they  think  quite  the  contrary  with  Regard  to  dream- 
ing of  the  Bear,  except  in  the  Time  when  they  are  difpofed  to 
hunt  thofe  Creatures.  There  is  alio  current  among  thefe  Bar- 
barians, a  comical  Tradition  of  a  great  Orignal,  near  which 
ail  the  reft  appear  but  as  Ants  :  They  fay  his  Legs  are  fo  long, 
that  eight  Feet  Depth  of  Snow  is  no  Hindrance  to  him  j  that 
his  Skin  is  Proof  againft  all  Sorts  of  Arms,  and  that  he  has  a 
Kind  of  Arm  which  grows  out  of  his  Shoulder,  which  he 
makes  Ufe  of  as  we  do  of  our's  ;  that  he  never  fails  to  have 
after  him  a  great  Number  of  Orignals,  who  form  his  Court, 
and  who  render  him  all  the  Servics  he  requires  of  them. 
Thus  the  Antients  had  their  i^iicenix,  and  their  Pegafus  :  And 
the  Chine/e  and  the  Japane/e  have  their  Kirin,  their  Foe,  their 
Water  Dragon,  and  their  Bird  of  Paradifc. — Every  Country  has 
its  ridiculous  Notions. 

The  Orignal  loves  cold  Countries ;  he  feeds  on  Grafs  in  Sum- 
mer, and  in  Winter  he  gnaws  the  Trees. 
When  the  Snows  are  high,  thefe  Animals 
troop  together  into  fome  Pine-Grove,  to  fhel- 
tor  themfelves  under  the  Verdure  from  the 
bad  Weather,  and  they  continue  there  as  long  as  they  find 
Food.  'I'hen  it  is  eafy  to  hunt  them  ;  but  eafier  ftill,  when  the 
Sun  begins  to  have  Strength  enough  to  melt  the  Snow  ;  for  the 
frofty  Nights  making  a  Sort  of  Cruft  upon  the  Snow  melted  in 
thf  Day,  the  Orignal  (which  is  an  heavy  Creature)  breaks  it 
with  his  cloven  Foot,  fleas  his  Legs,  and  has  fome  Trouble  to 
get  out  of  the  Holes  he  makes.  V/irhout  this,  and  efpecially 
when  there  is  but  little  Snow,  they  cannot  approach  him  with- 
out Trouble,  nor  without  Danger  ;  bccaufe,  wnen  he  is  wound- 
ed, he  grows  furious,  turns  fuddenly  upon  the  Hunter,  and 
tramples  him  under  his  Feet.  The  Way  to  cfcape  this,  is  for 
the  Hunter  to  throw  him  his  Coat,  upon  which  he  difchargcs  all 
his  Fury  ;  whilft  the  Hunter,  hid  behind  a  Tree,  can  taKc  hi:. 
Meafures  to  kill  him.  The  Orignal  always  goes  a  great  Trot, 
which  is  near  equal  to  the  Speed  of  the  Bufialoc,  and  ne  holds  it 
a  long  Time:  But  yet  the  Savages  can  out-run  him.  They 
fay  that  he  kneels  down  to  drink,  to  cat,  and  to  reft  himfelf,  and 
that  there  is  in  his  Heart  a  little  Bone,  which  being  reduced  to 
Powder,  and  taken  in  Broth,  appeafcs  the  Pains  of  Child-birth, 
and  facilitates  Delivery. 
The  moft  Northern  Nations  of  Canada  have  a  Way  of  per- 
y  '  yy  -  forming  this  Hunt  which  is  very  eafy,  and 
I-  rt""'     ^^^"^     without  Danger.     The  Hunters  divide  them- 

lelves  into  two  Companies ;  One  embarks  m 
K  Cuuoes ; 
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Canoes ;  and  thefe  Canoes  keeping  at  fome  Dillance  from  each 
other,  form  a  large  Semicircle,  the  two  Ends  of  which  touch  the 
Shore  :  The  other  Company  that  remains  on  the  Land,  performs 
much  the  fame  Operation,  and  encl'^fe  a  large  Space.  Then 
thefe  Hunters  let  go  their  Dogs,  and  rouze  all  the  Orignals  that 
are  in  that  Space ;  and  driving  them  forward,  oblige  them  to 
run  into  the  River,  or  the  Lake.  They  are  no  fooner  in  the 
Water,  than  they  fire  upon  them  from  all  the  Canoes  :  Every 
Shot  takes  Place,  and  very  feldom  even  a  fmgleOrignal  efcapes. 

Champlain  fpeaks  of  another  Manner  of  hunting  not  only  the 
Orignals,  but  alfo  Harts  and  Caribous,  which  is  fomething  like 
this  Way.  They  inclofe  (fays  he)  a  Part  of  a  Foreft  with  Stakes, 
interwoven  with  Branches  of  Trees,  and  leave  but  one  narrow 
Opening,  where  they  lay  Snares  made  of  raw  Skins.  This 
Space  is  triangular,  and  from  the  Angle  of  the  Entrance  they 
draw  another  Triangle,  much  larger  :  So  thefe  two  Inclofures 
communicate  together  by  the  two  Angles  :  The  t  ,o  Sides  of 
the  fecond  Triangl;  are  alfo  fhut  up  with  Stakes,  and  the  Hun- 
ters ranged  upon  a  Line  form  the  Bafe.  Then  they  advance, 
without  breaking  the  Line  ;  and  drawing  nearer  and  nearer  to 
each  other,  they  make  a  great  Shouting,  and  ftrike  upon  fome- 
thing that  makes  a  great  Noife.  The  Beafls  bei;::  ari\cn  for- 
ward, and  not  able  to  efcape  either  to  Right  or  Lth,  and  being 
affrighted  with  the  Noife,  know  not  where  to  fly,  but  into  the 
other  Inclofure  ;  and  many,  as  they  enter  it,  arc  caught  by  the 
Horns  or  the  Neck.  They  ftruggle  greatly  to  get  loofe,  and 
fometimes  they  carry  with  them  or  break  the  Sna  '  5  :  Sometimes 
alfo  they  ftraigle  themfelves,  or  at  leaft  e'vc  thv  .iunttrti  Time 
to  fhoot  them  at  their  Eafe.  Thofe  vvhi  .  efcap*  this,  fare  no 
better  :  They  are  in  lofed  in  too  fmall  a  Space  to  Ihun  the  Ar- 
rows  which  the  Hunter?:  1  i   .y  at  them  from  all  Sides. 

The  Orign.-'!  has  oth.x  Eue nies  than  the  Savaces,  and  which 

yj      ,,    >^  maL-  :,  mO  lefs  rough  War  againft him.    The 

II0IV  the  Car-       „   n.  ^       11       r    n^    .l     y--*^     •  /^   • 

■//C  /  terrible  of  all  is  the  Carcajou,  or  Qum- 

'  cajou,  a  Sort  of  wild  Cat ;  whofe  Tail  is  fo 
long,  that  it  can  twift  it  feveral  Times  round 
its  Body  :  Its  Hair  is  a  reddilh  brown.  As  foon  as  this  Hunter 
can  come  up  with  an  Orignal,  he  leaps  upon  him  ;  and  fixing 
upon  his  Neck,  twills  its  long  Tail  round  it  ;  after  which, 
it  tears  the  Jugular  Vein.  The  Orignal  has  but  one  Way  to 
efcape  this  Misfortune  ;  t^at  is^  to  get  into  the  Water  as  foon  as 
he  is  feized  by  this  dangerous  Enemy.  The  Carcajou,  who  can- 
not bear  the  Water,  lets  go  his  Hold  immediately.  But  if  the 
Water  is  too  far  off,  it  has  Time  to  kill  the  Orignal  before  he 
can  get  into  it.  Commonly  this  Hunter,  whofe  Smell  is  not  the 
bcil,  brings  hrce  Foxes  to  the  Chace,  and  fends  them  out  upon 
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the  Oifcovery.  As  foon  ai  they  have  fmelt  out  an  Orignal,  two 
place  themfelves  at  his  Sides,  and  the  third  behind  him,  and  they 
all  three  make  fuch  a  fine  Manueuvre,  harrafling  the  Bead,  that 
thev  oblige  him  to  go  where  they  have  left  the  Carcajou,  with 
which  they  agree  afterwards  about  dividing  the  Game.— Ano- 
ther Stratagem  of  the  Carcajou,  is  to  climb  up  a  Tree:  There  ly- 
ing along  upon  an  extended  Branch,  he  waits  for  the  pafTing  by 
of  an  Orignal,  and  leaps  upon  him  as  foon  as  he  is  within  his 
Reach. 

Many  People  have  imagined.  Madam,  that  the  Relations  of 
Canada  give  the  Savages  more  Wit  and  Senfe  than  they  have. 
They  are,  neverthelefs.  Men  :  And  under  what  Climate  ftiall 
we  find  Brutes  that  have  an  Inltin£l  more  ingenious  than  the 
Beaver,  the  Carcajou,  and  the  Fox  ? 

The  Hart  of  Canadais  abfolutely  the  fame  as  in  France,   per- 
Ofth  H   t     d    ^^P^  commonly  a  litttle  larger.     It  does  not 

tU  r  7  '"^  ^"  appear  that  the  Savages  diflurb  him  much  ; 
the  caribou.  ^^  j^^^^    ^   ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^y^^  ^^ 

againfl  him  in  Form,  and  with  any  Preparations.  It  is  not  the 
fame  with  Regard  to  the  Caribou  (a).  This  is  an  Animal  not  fo 
high  as  the  Orignal,  which  has  more  of  the  Afs  than  the  Mule 
in  its  Shape,  and  which  equals  the  Hart  in  Swiftncfs.  Some 
Years  ago,  one  appeared  upon  Cape  Diamondy  above  S^uehcc  :  It 
was,  no  Doubt,  flying  from  the  Hunters,  but  he  perceived  f^O'i 
he  was  not  in  a  Place  of  Safety,  and  he  made  almoft  but  on^ 
Leap  from  thence  into  the  River.  A  wild  Goat  of  the  Jlp^  cou'l 
not  have  done  more :  Then  he  fwam  very  fwiftly  acrofs  the  Ri- 
ver ;  but  it  was  all  to  no  Purpofe:  Some  Canat'ansj  who  were 
going  to  make  War,  and  wiio  were  encamped  near  the  Point  of 
Levi,  having  difcovered  him,  waited  for  his  landing,  and  killed 
him.  They  greatly  efleem  the  Tongue  of  this  Animal,  which 
herds  moll  about  Hudfons  Bay.  The  ^\t\xx  Jeremy ^  who  has  parted 
many  Years  in  thefe  Northern  Parts,  fays,  that  be-^'veen  tl\c  Danes 


River  and  Port  Nelj'on,  during  the  whole  Summr 
gious  Numbers  of  them  ;  which  being  driver 
by  the  Flies  and  Gnats^  come  to  refrefli  ther 
Side  ;  and  that  for  the  Space  of  forty  or  fifty 
almoll  continully  with  Herds  of  ten  thoufand 
it  appears  that  the  Caribou  has  never  beer 
bers  in  the  moll  frequented  Places  of  Canai 
abounded  every  where  when  we  firll  difcovered  the  Country  ; 
and  it  might  have  made  an  Article  of  Trade,  and  a  great  Con- 
venience of  Life,  if  they  bad  been  careful  toprcferve  the  Breed: 
But  this   they  have  not  done  ;  and,   either  becaufe  they  have 

(a)  It  differs  not  from  the  Rain-Deer,  but  in  its  Colour ;  which  is  brown, 
or  a  little  r^ddiih, 
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thinned  the  Species,  by  killing  great  Numbers,  nr  that  by 
frightening  them  they  have  been  driven  to  fome  other  Country, 
notningis  mere  fcarce  at  prefent. 

In  the  Southern  and  Weftern  Parts  of  Neiv  France^  on  both 

Of  h  '■  / '"  ^*^"  ^^^  MiJ/iJ/ippif  the  moft  famous  Hunt  is 
^nff  I  "^'''"^    '"'"     that  of  the  Buftaloe,  which  is  performed  in 

■if"°^'  this  Manner:  The  Hunters  range  themfclveb 

on  four  Lines,  which  form  a  great  Square,  and  begin  by  felting 
Fire  to  the  Grafs  and  Herbs,  which  are  dry  and  very  high  : 
Then  as  the  Fire  gets  forwards  they  advance,  clofing  their 
Lines :  The  Buffaloes,  which  arc  extremely  afraid  of  Fire,  keep 
flying  from  it,  and  at  laft  find  themfelves  fo  crouded  together, 
that  they  are  generally  every  one  killed.  They  fay  that  a  Party 
feldom  returns  fiom  hunting  without  killing  Fifteen  Hundred 
or  Two  Thoufand.  But  left  the  different  Companies  fliould 
hinder  each  other,  they  all  agree  before  they  fet  out  about  the 
Place  where  they  intend  to  hunt.  There  are  alfo  fome  Penalties 
appointed  againft  thofe  who  tranfgrefs  this  Rule,  as  well  as 
aguinft  thofe  who,  quitting  their  Port,  give  way  to  the  Beafts 
to  efcape.  Thefe  Penalties  confift  in  giving  a  Right  to  every 
Perfon  to  fl:rip  thofe  who  are  guilty,  and  to  take  away  even  their 
Arms,  which  is  the  greateft  Affront  that  can  be  given  to  a  Sa- 
vage ;  and  to  pull  down  thtir  Cabins.  The  Chiefs  are  fubjecil 
to  this  Penalty,  as  well  as  the  others,  and  if  any  were  to  endea- 
vour to  exempt  them  from  this  Law,  it  would  raife  a  Civil  War 
amongft  them,  which  wo  !!  not  end  foon. 

The  Bull,  or  Buffaloe,  of  Canada  is  bigger  than  ours;  his 

^   .  .    .       -  ,    Horns  are  low,  black,  and  Ihort ;  he  has  a 

l^f^Pfn  ojtbe     ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^j.  j^g.j.  yj^jpj.  j^jg  Muzzle,  and 

yddBull,  or  ISuf-  ^  ^^^^^  r^^^,^  ^f  j^gj^  yp^^  j^j^  j^^^j^  ^^.j^j^,^ 

•^^  °''  falls  down  upon  his  Eyes,  and  gives  him  a 

hidnas  Look.     Ho  has  a  great  Bump  upon  his    Back,  which 
begins  at  his  Hips,  and  goes  incrcr.fmg  up  to  his  Shoulders  ; 
this  Lump  is  covered  with  Hair,    fomcthing  reddifti,  and 


an( 


very  long  ;  the  reft  of  t!ie  Body  is  covered  with  black  Wool, 
which  is  much  valued.  They  fay  that  the  Skin  oi  a  Buffaloe 
has  ei^ht  Founds  of  Wool  on  it.  'I'his  Animal  has  a  large  Cheft, 
the  hind  Parts  fmall,  the  Tail  very  flioit,  and  one  can  fcarce  fee 
any  Neck  it  has,  but  its  Head  is  bigger  than  that  of  the  European 
Bulls.  Ke  runs  away  generally  at  the  Sight  of  any  PeHbn,  and 
one  Dog  is  enough  to  make  a  whole  Hera  take  to  a  full  Gallop. 
The  Buffdoe  has  a  good  Smell,  and  to  approach  him  without 
being  perceived  near  enough  to  flioot  him,  you  muft  go  with 
the  Wjnd.  When  he  is  wounded  he  ':>  furious,  .ind  turns  upon 
the  Huntei  >.  He  is  as  furious  when  the  Cows  have  newly 
waived.     His  Flcfh  is  good,  brt  they  feldom  eat  any  but  that  of 
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ij\c  Cows,  becaufe  the  Buiraloes  are  too  tough.  As  for  his 
Skin,  there  are  none  betur  ;  it  is  eafily  drefled,  and  tho'  very 
llrong,  it  becomes  fupple,  like  the  beil  Shamois.  The  Savages 
make  Shields  of  it,  which  are  very  light,  and  which  a  Mulket 
Ball  will  not  eafily  pierce. 

TJiey  find  about  Hudjon's  B.iv  another  Bull,  whofe  Skin  and 
Of  ft'  M  Ih  ^^^^  ^''^  t*^*  Tame  with  thofe  I  have  already 
jj  '^        defcribed.     This  is  wliat  M.  Jenmy  fays  of 

it  :  "  Fifteen  Leagues  from  the  D^«t'j  River, 
is  the  River  of  SecL,  fo  called  becaufe  there  are  many  in  this 
Place.  Between  thtfe  two  Rivers  there  is  a  Kind  of  Bulls  which 
we  call  the  Mufi  Bulls ;  becaufe  they  have  fo  llrong  a  Smell  of 
Mufk,  that  .It  fomc  certain  Times  there  is  no  iuch  Thing  as 
eating  their  Flcfli.  Thefe  Ariimals  have  a  very  fine  Wool,  and 
it  is  longer  than  that  of  the  Barhary  Sheep.  I  brought  fome  to 
France  in  1708,  of  which  1  had  fome  Stockings  made,  which 
were  finer  than  tliofe  made  of  Silk.  Thefe  Bulls,  though 
they  are  fmaller  than  our's,  have  Horns  much  thicker  and 
longer  :  Their  Roots  join  on  the  Crown  of  the  Head,  and 
dcfcend  by  the  Side  of  the  Eyes  almoll  as  low  as  the  Throat ; 
afterwards  the  End  rifes  up,  and  forms  a  Kind  of  Crefcent. 
There  are  fome  fo  large,  that  1  have  fecn  of  them,  which  be- 
ing feparated  from  the  Skull,  weighed  both  together  fixty 
Pounds  : '  Their  Legs  are  very  ihort,  fo  that  their  Wool 
drags  upon  the  Ground  when  they  walk ;  which  makes  them 
fo  deformed,  that  ic  is  difficult  at  a  little  Dillancc  to  know 
which  Way  the  Head  ftands.  There  are  not  many  of  thefe 
Animals  ;  fo  that  the  Savages  would  foon  dellroy  them,  if 
they  were  to  hunt  them.  Moreover,  as  their  Legs  are  very 
fhort,  when  there  is  much  Snow  they  kill  them  with  Lances, 
as  they  are  not  able  then  to  make  any  Speed."' 
The  moft  common  Quadrupede  at  this  Time  in  Canada,  is  the 
Roe-Buck,  which  differs  in  nothing  from 
our*s.  it  is  faid  that  it  Ihcds  Tears  when  it  is 
run  down  by  the  Hunters.  Vv'hilil  it  is  young 
its  Hair  is  ftriped  with  many  Colours  length  wife  :  Afterwards 
this  Hair  falls  ofi^,  and  another  grows  up  of  the  Colour  of  the 
common  Roe-Buck.  This  Creainre  is  not  fierce,  and  is  eafily 
tamed,  and  feems  naturally  to  have  an  Affedtion  for  Man.  The 
Female  that  is  ulisd  to  the  Houfe,  retires  into  the  Woods  in  rut- 
ting Time,  and  as  foon  as  it  has  coupled  with  the  Male,  returns 
again  to  the  lloufc  of  her  Mailer.  When  her  Time  is  come  to 
bring  forth,  fhe  returns  into  thr  Woods,  and  remains  there  fome 
Days  with  her  Young  ;  then  (he  returns  again  to  her  Mailer; 
but  continues  t©  vifit  her  Young  very  afliduoufly :  When  they 
think  proper,  they   follow  her  and  lake  her  Young,   and  Ihe 
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br'ngs  them  up  in  the  Houfe.  It  is  fomething  ftrange  that  all 
our  Habitations  have  not  whole  Herds  of  them.  The  Savages 
hunt  them  but  feldom. 

There  are  alfc  in  the  Woods  of  Canada  many  Wolves,  or  ra- 
iwri,  thcr  wild  Cats,  for  they  only  rcfemble  the 
Wolves  in  a  Kind  of  Howling :  In  every 
Thing  elfe,  fays  Mr.  Sarrafttit  they  are  rx 
gintre  fclino  (of  the  Cat  Kind.)  'I'hcy  are  true  Hunters,  which 
live  only  on  the  Animals  they  catch,  and  which  they  purfue  to 
the  Tops  of  the  higheft  Trees.  Their  Fiefh  is  white  and  good 
to  eat.  Their  Skins  arc  well  known  in  France  ;  it  is  one  of  the 
fineft  Furh  of  this  Country,  and  one  of  the  greatcil  Articles  of 
its  Trade. 

There  are  a  Sort  of  black  Fovos  in  the  northern  Mountains, 
whofe  Skins  are  much  valued,  but  they  are  very  fcarce.  There 
are  fome  tiiat  are  more  common,  the  Hair  of  which  is  black  or 
grey,  and  others  of  a  tawny  red.  They  find  fome  going  up 
the  Mijjtjjippi  that  arc  very  beautiful,  the  Fur  of  which  is  of  a 
Silver  Colour.  We  alfo  meet  with  here  Tygers,  and  Wolves 
of  a  fmalicr  Kind  than  our's.  The  Foxes  here  catch  Water- 
Fowl  in  a  very  ingenious  Manner.  They  go  a  little  Way  into 
the  Water,  and  come  out  again,  and  make  a  thoufand  Capers 
upon  the  Bank  of  the  River.  The  Ducks,  the  Buftards,  and  the 
like  Birds  who  are  pleafed  with  this  Sport,  approach  the  Fox  : 
"When  he  fees  them  within  his  Reach,  he  keeps  himfelf  very 
quiet  at  firft,  not  to  fcarf  them  ;  he  only  wags  his  Tail  to  draw 
them  nearer,  and  the  filly  Birds  give  into  the  Snare  fo  far  as  to 
pick  his  Till.  I'hen  the  Fox  leaps  upon  them,  and  feldom 
mifles  his  Aim.  Some  Dors  have  been  broke  to  this  Way  with 
Succefs,  and  thcfc  Dogs  make  a  iharp  War  with  the  Foxes. 
Here  is  a  Kind  Pole-Cat,  which  they  call  Enfant  de  Diable  or 
f)F  tl  r  II  ^^'^  Fitaiite  (the  Child  of  the  Devil,  or  ftink- 
_  ••'       "*     "*  ing   Beail)    becaufe  when  it  is  purfued.     it 

"'"0''  makes  a  Ui  ine  which  IHnks  the  Air  for  half  a 

Mile  round.  It  is  in  other  Refpeds,  a  very  pretty  Animal.  It  is 
about  as  high  as  a  fmall  Cat,  but  bigger  round,  has  bright  Hair 
inclining  to  grey,  with  two  white  Lines,  which  form  on  the 
Back  an  oval  Figure  from  its  Head  to  the  Tail.  Its  Tail  is 
biilhy  like  a  Fox's,  and  it  carries  it  like  a  Squirrel.  Its  Fur  is 
like  that  of  the  Pekans,  another  Kind  of  wild  Cat,  about  the 
fame  Bignefs  of  our's.  Otters  Skins,  common  Foie-Cat's,  the 
P//0/J  or  Stote,  the  Field  Rat's,  the  Ermine's,  and  the  Marten's, 
are  what  we  call  the  fmall  Peltry.  The  Ermine  is  about  the 
Size  of  our  Squirrel,  but  fomething  longer;  its  Hair  is  a  fine 
white,  and  it  has  a  very  long  Tail,  the  End  of  which  is  as  black 
^%  jet.     The   Martens  in  Canada  ure  not   fo  red  as   thofe  of 
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Prancct  and  have  a  finer  Fur.  They  keep  j;epci.!lly  In  the  midft 
of  the  Woods,  out  oi*  which  they  never  coine  hut  once  in  two  or 
three  Years ;  but  they  always  come  out  in  great  Troops.  The 
Savages  btlievc  that  the  Year  when  they  fee  them  come  out,  will 
be  good  for  Hunting ;  that  is  to  Jay  ^  that  there  will  be  a  deep  Snow. 
The  Martens  Skins  are  aftually  fold  here  at  a  Crown  a-piccc, 
I  mean  the  common  ones,  for  thofe  that  are  brown  fetch  up  to 
twenty-four  Livres,  and  more.  The  Pitoi  or  Stotc  differs  no- 
thing from  the  Pole-Cat,  but  in  that  the  Fur  \\  blacker,  longer, 
and  thicker.  Thefe  two  Animali  make  War  with  the  Birds, 
even  with  thclargcft,  and  make  great  Ravages  in  Hen-Roolls  and 
Dove-Houfes.  The  Field  R.t  is  twice  as  big  as  ours,  and  has 
an  hairy  Tail,  and  its  Fur  is  of  a  very  fine  Silver  J^rey.  There 
are  fome  which  are  entirely  white,  and  a  very  beautiful  White. 
The  Female  has  a  Purfe  undt  i  the  Belly,  which  opens  and  (huts 
when  (he  will.  She  puts  her  young  ones  in  it  when  (lie  is  purfued, 
and  faves  them  with  hcrfelf.  As  to  the  Squirrels,  they  give 
them  very  little  Difturbance  here,  fo  that  there  are  a  prodigious 
Number  in  this  Country.  They  diftinguifh  them  into  three 
Sorts;  the  red,  which  does  not  differ  from  ours,  the  ^ou//}, 
which  are  a  little  fmaller,  and  are  fo  called  becaufc  their  Fur  is 
Ariped  lengthwife  with  red,  black,  and  white,  much  like  the 
5w//i  of  the  Pope's  Guard  ;  and  the  flying  Squirrels,  of  much 
the  fame  Size  as  the  Jiv/y;,  wliofe  Fur  is  a  dark  grey.  They 
call  them  flying,  not  becaufe  they  really  fly,  but  oecaufe  they 
leap  from  one  Tree  to  another,  the  Dirtance  of  forty  Paces  at 
leaft.  When  they  leap  from  a  high  Place  to  a  h)wer,  they  leap 
twice  as  far.  What  enables  them  to  make  fuch  Leaps,  are  two 
Skins  which  they  have  on  their  Sides,  between  the  fore  and  hind 
Feet,  and  which  ftretch  to  the  Breadth  of  two  Inches.  They 
are  \txy  thin,  and  only  covered  with  Down.  This  little  Animal 
foon  grows  familiar ;  it  is  very  lively  when  it  does  not  fleep ; 
but  it  often  flceps  in  any  Place  it  can  creep  into,  as  a  Pocket, 
Sleeve,  or  Mufl'.  It  foon  grows  fond  of  its  Maflcr,  and  will 
find  him  out  amongft  twenty  Perfons.  The  Porcupine  o.i  Canada 
is  as  thick  as  a  middling  Dog,  but  fhorter,  and  not  fo  high  ;  its 
Quills  are  about  four  Inches  long,  about  the  Thickncls  of  a 
fmal]  Straw,  white,  hollow,  and  very  ftrong,  particularly  on  the 
Back.  Thefe  are  its  Arms,  both  ofFenfive  and  defenfive.  It 
darts  them  direftly  at  thofe  who  attempt  its  Life,  and  if  it  enters 
ever  fo  little  in  the  Flefn,  it  muft  be  drawn  out  inllantly,  or  elfc 
it  fmks  in  entirely.  Its  for  this  Reafon,  that  they  are  very 
careful  to  hinder  their  Dogs  from  approaching  thefe  Animals. 
Their  Flefh  is  good  eating.  A  roaitcd  Porcupine,  is  as  good 
as  a  fucking  Pig.  The  F^res  and  Rabbits  here  are  like  thofe  of 
Europit  excepting  that  their  hind  Legs  are  loa^^cr.    Their  Skins 
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are  of  no  great  Ufc,  bccaure  they  IheJ  their  Fur  continually; 
which  is  a  Pity,  for  their  Fur  is  very  fine,  and  would  do  no  Da- 
mage in  the  Hat  Manufafture.  In  Winter  thcfe  Animals  turn 
grey,  and  feldom  come  out  of  their  Holes,  where  they  live  upon 
the  fnialleft  Branches  of  the  Birch  Tree.  In  Summer,  their  Fur 
is  of  a  yello^ifti  red.  The  Foxes  make  a  Hiarp  War  with  them 
in  all  Seafons,  and  the  Savages  take  tliem  in  Winter  in  Gins, 
when  they  gc  out  to  feek  for  Food. 

/  am,  SiC. 


L  E  T  T  E  R     VII. 


/f  Dejcrlptiontf  the  Country  hetavcen  Lake  St.  Pierre,  and  Mont- 
real :  In  av bat  it  differs  /row  Quebec.  J  Dejc'riptiofi of  the 
IJland  and  7c z<;«  o^  Montreal,  and  its  Etfuirons.  Of  the 
Fijkery  far  Seals ^  the  Sea  Coav,  Porpoife,  and  IVhaL'. 

Madam,  Montreal,  iV/«/-f^  20. 

Of  th     1(1    d      T  ^^P^^'s^  ^^6   '3*^*  from  St.  Franfois,  and 
.jA  uy^,'  '     X  the  next  Day  I  arrived  in  this  Town.     J 
^  '  had  not  in  paffinghere,  which  is  about  twenty 

Leagues,  the  Pleafure  I  had  formerly  in  coming  this  fame  Route 
in  a  Canoe,  in  the  fineft  Weather  in  the  World,  to  fee  open  be- 
fore me  by  Degrees  as  I  advanced,  Canals  that  reached  out  of 
Sight,  between  a  prodigious  Number  of  Idands,  which  at  a  Di- 
flance  feemed  to  make  one  Land  with  the  Continent,  and  Itop 
the  River  in  its  Courfe,  thofe  pleafing  Views,  which  ciianeed 
every  Moment  like  the  Decorations  of  a  Theatre,  and  which 
one  would  think  were  contrived  on  Purpofe  to  recreate  a  Travel- 
ler :  But  I  had  fome  Recompence  in  the  Singularity  of  the 
Sight  of  an  Archipelngo,  that  wa.''  become  in  fome  Manner  a  Con- 
tinent ;  and  by  the  Convenience  of  travelling  in  a  Sledge,  or 
Kind  of  Calalh,  upon  Canals  between  IHands,  which  appeared 
as  if  they  had  been  plac'd  by  a  Line  like  Orange  Trees. 

As  for  the  Profped,  it  is  not  fine  in  this  Seafon.     Nothing  it 
^.».  .  more  melancholy  than  that  White  which  co- 

Utjjerenu  be-        ^^^^  ^         Thing,  and  which  takes  the  Place 

To  ebec      "7  ""^  '^^^  beautiful  Variety  of  Colours  which  is 

"■J,  ^.«*   '  ^   1  the  greatelt  Ornament  of  the  Country  :  than 

//&<»/ 0/ Montreal,  n^    ^       1  •  .  1     .  j  •    *».    o  1 

J  1  rees,  which  appear  planted  m  the  Snow,  and 

Sight  only  hoary  Heads,  and  Branches 

—In  other  RefpeAs,  Madam,  the  Lake 

the  River  Lvin  is  io  France.     On  the 

Side; 
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Side  of  i^iehic  the  I-inds  are  j»ood  ;  but  in  general  you  fee  no- 
thing that  can  recreate  the  Sight.  Moreover,  the  Climate  is 
very  fevere  ;  for  the  more  we  go  down  the  River,  and  the  more 
we  advance  towards  the  North,  of  Confequence  the  Cold  is  more 
pierciii";.  i^irhec  is  in  47.  56.  Latitude.  Trois  Riviera  \s  in 
46.  and  fome  Minutes  :  And  Montreal  between  44.  and  45.  The 
River  »9/.  Laurence^  above  the  Lalce  of  St.  Pierre,  making  an  Fl- 
bow  to  the  South.  It  feems  therefore,  whi'n  wc  arc  pall 
the  IJJan<{s  ff  Richliru,  as  if  we  were  tranfported  all  at  once  into 
another  Climate.  'I'he  Air  is  fofter,  the  Li'.nd  more  level,  the 
River  fitu  r  ;  and  its  Hanks  have  a  Je  ne  fcai  quoi,  more  pleafing. 
We  meet  from  Time  to  Time  with  Iflands,  fome  of  which  are 
inhabited  ;  the  others,  in  their  natural  State,  offer  to  the  Sight  the 
finell  Lan^ifcapes  in  the  World.  In  a  Word,  it  is  7o«r<7///«  and 
tc  I.imavne  of  ,-} uvergtte ,  compared  with  Maine  and  Normandy, 
The  Ifle  of  Mouirealy  which  is  as   it  were  the  Centre  of  this 

n  /■  •..•       ^        fine  Country,  is  ten  Leagues  long  from  Eaft 
Dfkrtption  of  ,ti-  ,1        '  1  r         t  **  •     • 

,   jll    f  yi  to  Welt,   and  near  four  Leagues  over  in  its 

t  -il  '  "        greatcll    Breadth.        The    Mountain    from 

which  it  takes  its  Name,  and  which  has 
two  Meads  of  unequal  Height,  is  almoft  in  the  Midll  of  the 
Length  of  the  Ifland,  but  it  is  but  half  a  League  from  the 
South  Coall,  upon  which  the  Town  is  built.  This  Town  was 
called  k'itle-Mariet  by  its  i^^oundcrs  ;  but  this  Name  hith  never 
been  brought  into  common  Ufe  :  It  is  only  mentioned  in  public 
Writings,  and  amongll  the  Lords,  who  are  very  tenacious  of  it. 
Thcfe  Lords,  who  have  the  Domain  not  only  of  the  Town,  but 
•ilfo  of  the  whole  Ifland,  are  Miflionaries  of  the  Seminary  of  St. 
Siilpice  :  And  as  all  the  Lands  here  arc  very  good,  and  well  culti- 
vated ;  and  as  the  Town  is  as  well  peopled  as  ^chrc,  we  may 
.ntRrm  that  thi;,  Lordfliip  is  worth  half  a  Dozen  of  the  bell  in 
Canada.  This  is  the  Fruit  of  the  Labour  and  good  Condut^  of 
the  Lords  of  this  Ifland  ;  and  certainly  twenty  private  Perfons, 
amongft  whom  this  might  have  been  divided,    would  not  have 

fnit  it  in  rhc  State  we  now  fee  it,  nor  have  made  the  People  fo 
lappy.  The  Town  of  Montn-nl  has  a  very  chcarful  Afpcil  :  It 
is  well  fituatcd,  open,  and  well  built.  The  Agreeablcnefs  of  its 
Environs,  and  its  Profpefls,  infpircs  a  certain  Gaity,  of  which 
every  one  feels  the  Effeft.  It  is  not  fortified  :  A  fingle  Pallifade, 
which  is  but  poorly  kept  up,  is  all  its  Defence  ;  with  a  bad  Re- 
doubt upon  a  little  Eminence,  which  fcrves  for  a  Bulwark,  and 
which  terminates  with  a  gentle  Slope  at  a  little  Square.  This  is 
what  wc  meet  with  at  firll,  in  coming  from  ^cbec.  It  is  not 
for^y  Years  ago,  fince  the  Town  was  quite  open,  and  expofed  to 
be  burnt  by  the  Sav.iges  or  the  £w,  ';^\  It  was  the  Chevalier  de 
Calluniy   Brother  of  tlie  Plenipottiniary   of  R:j\<ytcky    who  en- 
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clofed  it  whilft  he  was  Governor.  They  have  talked  fome  YeaVi 
of  furroundine  it  with  Walls  (a) ;  but  it  jurill  not  be  cafy  to  en- 
gage the  Inhabitants  to  contribute  towards  it :  They  are  brave^ 
and  not  rich  ;  a  ad  are  hard  to  be  perfuaded  of  the  Neceffity  of 
this  Expence,  being  fully  convinced  that  their  Valour  is  more 
th$Mr  funicient  to  defend  the  Town  againft  any  Enemy  that  fliould 
^are  to  attack  it.  Our  Canadians^  on  this  Article,  have  all  a 
pretty  good  Opinion  of  themfelves,  and  we  muft  allow  it  is  not 
ill  founded ;  but  in  Cohfequerce  of  the  Confidence  which  this 
j^ves  them,  it  is  not  fo  difHcult  to  fnrprize  them,  as  to  conquer 
them. 

Montreal  is  a  long  Square,  fituated  On  the  Bank  of  the  River  j 
which  rifing  infenfibfy,  divides  the  Town  in  its  Length  into 
High  and  Low  ;  but  the  Afcent  from  one  to  tne  other  isfcarcely 
perceiveable.  The  Hotel  Dicu^  and  the  King's  Magazines,  are 
in  the  Lower  Town,  and  alrooft  all  the  Traders  live  there.  The 
Semi..ary  and  the  Parilh  Church,  the  Rscollets,  the  Je/uits,  the 
Maids  of  the  Congregation,  the  Gcirernor,  and.greateft  Part  of 
the  Officers,  are  in  the  Higher  Town.  Beyond  a  little  Rivulet, 
which  comes  from  the  North  V/eft,  and  bounds  the  Town  on 
that  Side,  there  are  fome  Houfes  and  the  Hofpital  General ;  and 

foing  to  the  Rights  beyond  the  Recollets,  whofe  Convent  is  at  the 
Ind  of  the  Town,  on  the  fame  Side,  there  begins  to  be  formed  a 
Kind  of  Suburb,  which  in  Time  will  make  a  very  fine  Quarter. 
The  Je/uits  here  have  but  a  very  Kttlc  Houfe  ;  but  their 
Church,  which  is  juft  fini(hed,  is  large  and  well  buiic.  The 
Convent  of  the  Retclleti  is  much  larger,  and  the  Society  more 
numerous.  The  Seminary  is  hi  the  Centre  of  the  Town:  It 
appears  that  they  ftudied  mof'e  to  mak<i  it  folid  and  convenient, 
than  fine ;  but  yet  it  has  the  Air  of  belonging  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Place  :  It  communicates  with  the  Parilh  Church,  which  has 
much  more  the  Appearance  of  a  Cathedral  than  that  of  j^r^^r. 
The  Service  is  performed  here  with  a  Modefty  and  Dignity 
which  infpires  RefpeA  for  the  Majefty  of  the  God  who  is  here 
adored. 

The  Houfe  of  the  Maids  of  the  Congregation,  though  one 
of  the  largeft  in  the  Town,  is  yet  ftill  too  little  to  lodge  fo  nu- 
merous a  Society  :  It  is  the  Chief  of  an  Order,  and  the  Novici- 
ate of  an  InilitutiAn,  which  ought  to  be  fo  much  dearer  to  l^enu 
France,  and  to  this  Town  in  particular,  becaufe  it  took  its  Rife 
here,  and  becaufe  all  the  Colony  feels  the  Advantages  of  this 
fine  Foundation.  The  Hotel  Dieit  isfervedby  Nuns,  the  firft  of 
which  were  taken  from  Flecl;e  in  Jnjou,- 


(a)  This  is  now  done. 
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They  are  poor,  yet  their  Poverty  does  not  appear  in  thei'' 
Hall ;  which  is  large,  and  well  fumimed  with  Beds  and  othe^ 
Furniture ;  nor  in  their  Church;  which  is  fine  and  well  adornM  • 
nor  in  their  Hou&,  which  is  well  built,  neat  and  convenient : 
But  they  have  but  a  poor  Maintenance,  though  they  are  all  inde- 
fatigable employed  in  the  Inlhrudtion  of  Youth,  and  in  the  Care 
of  the  Sick. 

The  Hofpital  General  owes  its  Foundation  to  a  private  Per« 
fon,  named  Charront   who  afTociated  himfelf  with  many  pious 
Perfons,  not  only  for  this  good  Work,  but  alfo  to  furnifli  the 
Country  Pariihes  with  School-Mailers,  who  ihould  inftru£t  the 
Boys,  as  the  Sifters  of  the  Congregation  do  the  Girls  :    But  the 
Society  was  foon  diflblved :  Some  left  it  for  other  Affairs,   and 
fome  through   Ficklenefs ;    fo  that  the  Sieur  Charron  was  left 
alone.     However,   he    was  not  difcouraged  ;   he  emptied  his 
own  Purfe,  and  found  Means  to  open  thofe  of  fome  powerful 
Perfons  :  He  built  a  Houfe,  and  procured  a  Number  of  School- 
Mafters,  and  Perfons  to  attend  the  Hofpital.    The  Public  took 
a  Pleafure  to  affift  and  give  Authority  to  a  Man  who  fpared  nei- 
ther his  own  Subftance,  nor  his  Pains,  and  whom  nothing  could 
.difcourage.     In  fhort,   before  his  Death^  which  happened  in 
1^19,  h^  had  the  Comfort  to  fee  his  Proje^  out  of  all  Danger  of 
failing,  at   lead   with  Re^edl  to  the  Hofpital  General.     The 
Houfe  is    fine,    and   the  Church  very  pretty.     The   School- 
Mafters  are  not  yet  well  eftablifhed   in   the  Parilhes  }  and  the 
Prder  they  have  received  from  Court,    forbidding  then^  to  wear 
an  uniform  Habit,  or  to  engage  themfelves  by  Vows,   may  hin-  ^ 
^er  their  Eftablifhment. 

Between  the   liland  of  Montreal  and  the  Continent  on   the 
Of  the  Id    d  f    ^^^^  ^i^tt   there    is  another   Ifland  about 
Tefus   and  the  K~    ^^^^  Lej^ues  long,  and  two  Leagues  over  : 
*ver  des  Prairies'"     ^'   ^^^  ^"^^  named  the  Ifland  of  Montmagny, 
VoftheMeadowsS     ^^^"^  '^®  Name  of  a  Governor  Geneial  of 
'     Canada  :    It   was   afterwards   granted  to  the 
Jefuits,  who  called  it  the  Ifland  of  Je/us  j  and  it  has  preferved 
thisJaft  Name,  though  it  has  pafled  from  the  Hands  of  the  Je* 
fuits  to   Meflieurs  of  the  Seminary  of  ^ehec,  who  have  begun 
to  place  fome  Inhabitants  her^  ;  and  as  the  Lands  are  good, 
there  is  Room  to  hope  th^t  the  whole  Ifland  will  foon  be  cleared. 
The  Channel  which  feparates  the  two  Iflands,  is  called  the  Ri- 

TheFallo/thi      y"u'*i/ir'J^  ^^'/'^T^    ^""T^n   *'/""' 
Recollets  m  the  Midft  of  fine  Meadows.     Its  Courfe  is 

impeded  towards  the  Middle  by  a  Torrent 
which  they  call  the  Recol'et's  Fall,  in  Memory  of  one  of  that  Or- 
der, who  was  drowned  here.     The  Ecclcfiailics  of  the  Seminary 
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of  Montreal^  for  a  long  Time,  had  a  Miflion  of  Savages  near  this 
Place,  which  they  have  fince  removed  to  another  Part. 

The  third  Arm  of  the  River  is  ftrewed  as  it  were  with  fuch  a 

f^f   ,     jj,     .        prodigious  Number  of  Iflands,   that  there  is 

%•  tS    r'"i      almol  as  much  Land  as  Water.    This  Chan- 

rom  of  Montreal,     ^^j  -^  ^^jj^^  Milles-iJIes,  or  River  of  St.  Jean, 

{thou/and  IJlandsy  or  St.  John's  River.)  At  the  Head  of  the 
Ifland  Je/usy  is  the  little  Ifland  Bizarciy  (6  called  from  the  Name 
of  a  Sivi/s  Officer,  to  whom  it  belonged,  anc*  who  died  a  Major 
at  Montreal.  A  little  higher  towards  the  South,  is  the  Ifland 
Perrot ;  thus  called  by  Mr.  Perrott  who  was  the  firft  Governor  of 
Montreal,  and  the  Father  of  Madam  the  Countefs  </<?  ia  Roche- 
jillardy  and  of  Madam  the  Prefidentefs  of  Lubert.  This  Ifland  is 
near  two  Leagoes  every  Way,  and  the  Lands  aie  good,  and  they 
begin  to  clear  them.  The  Ifle  Bizard  terminates  the  Lake  des 
deux  Montagnes  (of  the  two  Mountains)  and  the  Ifland  Perrot  fe- 
parates  the  fame  Lake  from  that  of  St.  Louis. 

The  Lake  of  the  two  Mountains  is  properly  the  Mouth  of  the 
Great  Ri'ver,  otherwife  called  the  River  of  the  Outaouais,  into  the 
River  St.  Laurence.  It  is  two  Leagues  long^  and  near  as  wide. 
The  Lake  of  St.  Louis  is  famething  larger,  but  it  is  in  Faft  no- 
thing more  than  an  Enlargement  of  the  River  St.  Laurence.  Till 
lately,  the  French  Colony  extended  no  farther  to  the  Weft  ;  but 
they  begin  to  make  fome  new  Habitations  a  little  higher,  and 
the  Lands  are  every  where  excellent. 

That  which  has  been  the  Security  of  Montreal  and  its  Envi- 
Of  th   F  II  f     '^"^  during  the  laft  Wars,  are  two  Villages 
<;,    /     .      '     C'       of  Iroquois  Chriftians,  and  the  Fort  de  Chamhly. 
oi.i.ouis.  Thefirflof  the  two  Villages   is  that  of  the 

Fail  of  St.  Louisy  fituated  on  the  Continent  on  the  South  Side, 
three  Leagues  above  the  Town  oi  Montreal.  It  is  very  popu- 
lous, and  has  always  been  efteemed  one  of  our  ftrongeft  Barriers 
againft  the  Heathen  Iroquois,  and  the  Englijho^  Ne-xv  York.  It  has 
already  b£en  twice  removed  within  the  Space  of  two  Leagues. 
Its  fecond  Situation,  where  I  fav/  it  in  1708,  was  over- againft  the 
Fall  of  St.  Louis  ;  and  it  keeps  this  Name,  though  it  is  now  a 
good  Diftance  from  it.  It  looks  as  if  they  had  fixed  it  now  ; 
iox  the  Church,  which  is  juft  finiftied,  and  the  Houfe  of  the  Mif- 
flonaries  are,  each  in  its  Kind,  two  of  the  fineft  Buildings  in 
the  Country.  The  Situation  is  charming  :  The  River  5/.  Laurence, 
which  is  very  wide  here,  is  alfo  hereaborts  full  of  Iflands,  which 
have  a  very  fineEffeft.  The  Ifland  of  Montreal,  entirely  peopled, 
is  a  Perfpedive  on  one  Side ;  and  the  View  has  fcarce  any  E<  unds 
on  the  other  Side,  on  Account  of  the  Lake  St.  Louis,  which  be- 
gins a  little  higher. 
r\  ■  •;  ,  ^  ■■>.  .^'  -  .  .     •       -        ^  The    ■ 
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The  fecond  Village  is  called  de  la  Montagne^  (of  the  Mountain) 
^ .  ,   T  .      becaufe  it  was  a  long  Time  on  the  Mountain 

}^f*Z  ^'■oquo^s  which  gave  the  Name  to  the  Ifland.  It  has 
*/  '^^  '^''««'«'«-  fince  been  removed  to  the  RecclUes  Fall,  as  I 
faid  before.  It  is  now  on  the  Continent,  over-againft  the  Weft 
End  of  the  Ifland.  It  is  governed  by  the  EcclefiaiHcs  of  the  Se- 
minary of  Montreal.  Thefe  two  Villages  have  produced  many 
brave  Men,  and  their  Fervour  in  Religion  was  admirable  before 
the  Avarice  of  our  Traders  had  introduced  Drunkennefs,  which 
has  made  ftill  greater  Ruin  here  than  in  the  Miflions  of  St.  Fran^ 
fois  and  Beckancourt. 

The  MiiTionaries  have  in  vain  employed  all  their  Induftry  and 
Vigilance  to  put  a  Stop  to  this  Diforder.  It 
was  to  no  Purpofe  that  they  called  in  the 
Aid  of  the  Magiftrates,  threatened  the 
Wrath  of  Heaven,  and  offered  the  moft  per- 
fuafive  Reafons  :  All  fignificd  nothing.  Even 
the  moft  fatal  Accidents,  in  which  the  Hand  of  GOD  evidently 
appeared  heavy  on  the  Authors  of  this  Evil,  have  not  been  fufii- 
cient  to  open  the  Eyes  of  feme  ChriJIiansy  whom  a  Thirft  af- 
ter fordid  Gain  hath  blinded.  One  lees  even  in  the  Squares 
and  Streets  of  Montreal,  the  moft  frightful  Speftacles,  the  certain 
Confequences  of  the  Drunkennefs  of  thefe  Barbarians  :  Huf- 
bands  and  Wives,  Fathers,  Mothers  and  their  Children  ; 
Brothers  and  Sifters,  taking  each  other  by  the  Throat,  tearing 
off  each  other's  Eprs,  and  biting  one  another  like  furious  Wolves. 
The  Air  refounds  in  the  Night  with  Howlings,  more  horrible 
than  thofe  which  the  wild  Beafts  make  in  the  Woods. 

Thofe  who  have  moft  to  reproach  themfelves  with  for  thefe 
horrible  Diforders,  are  the  firft  to  afk,  I'f  thefe  People  are  Chrif- 
tians  ?  We  may  anfwer  them.  Yes,  they  are  ChriJIiansy  and  new 
Converts,  who  know  not  what  they  do  :  But  thofe  who  cooly, 
and  knowing  the  certain  Effeft,  bring  them  by  their  Avarice  to 
this  Condition,  have  they  any  Religion  ?  They  know  that  the 
Savages  would  give  all  they  have  for  a  Glafs  of  Brandy  ;  This 
is  a  Temptation  to  the  Traders ;  againft  which,  neither  the  Cries 
of  the  Paftors,  nor  the  Zeal  and  Authority  of  the  Magiftrates, 
nor  Refpedl  of  the  Laws,  nor  the  Severity  of  the  Sovereign  Ju- 
rifdidlion  nor  the  Fear  of  GOD's  Judgments,  nor  the  Thoughts 
of  Hell,  (a  Reprefentation  of  which  is  feen  in  the  Drunkennefs  of 
thefe  Savages)  have  been  able  to  reftrain  them.— —But  let  us 
turn  away  our  Eyes  from  thefe  difagreeable  Objefts. 

The  great  Trade  for  Skins,  after  the  Town  of  Trois  Ri<vierei 
was  no  longer  frequented  by  the  Nations  of  the  North  and  Weft, 
was  carried  on  feveral  Years  at  Montreal,  whither  the  Savages  re- 
(bfted  at  certain  Seafons  from  all  Parts  of  Canada,     This  was  a 
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Kind  of  Pair,  which  broueht  many  FrencA  to  this  Town,     The 
(Governor  General,   and  the  JntcAdant,  came  hither  alfo,    and 
%hty  took  Advantage  of  this  Occaiion  to  accommodate  the  Dif* 
ference  that  mi?ht  have  happened  between  our  Allies.    But  if 
yea  meet.  Madam,  by  Chance,  with  the  Book  of  La  Hontan^ 
where  Mention  is  made  of  this  Fair,  I  would  have  you  take 
Care  how  you  give  Credit  to  what  he  fays  of  it :    He  does  not 
even  prefer ve  Probability.    The  Women  of  Montreal  never  eave 
any  Foundation  for  what  this  Author  reports  of  them,  and  there 
is  no  Fear  that  their  Honour  fhould  ever  fufFer  any  Blemiih  from 
the  Savages.     There  is  no  Exan^ple  that  any  have  ever  taken 
the  leaft  Liberty  with  the  French  Women,  even  when  they  were 
their  Prifoners  :  They  not  even  fcem  to  have  an  Inclination 
to  it ;  and  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  the  Frenchmen  had  the  fame 
Piflike  to  the  Savage  Women.     La  Hontan  could  not  be  ignorant 
of  what-  is  fo  pubhckly  known  in  this  Country ;  but  he  wanted 
|to  give  a  Gaiety  to  his  Memoirs,  and  fur  this   Purpofe  he  faid 
any  Thing.      We    arc   always   fure  to  pleafe  certain  Perfons, 
when  we  give  no  Bounds  to  a  Liberty  of  inventing  Stories,  and 
of  flandering. 

One  fees  now  and  then  little  Fleets  of  Savages  arrive  at  Mon- 
treal J  but  n<  thing  in  Comparifon  of  former  Times.     It  is  the 
h'oqnois  War  that  Las  interrupted  this  great   Concourfe  of  Na- 
tions in  the  Colony.     To  make  Amends  for  this  Failure  of  the 
Savages  coming  to  Montreal^   they  have  eftabliAied  amongfl  the 
greateft  Part  of  them  Magazines  and  Forts,  where  there  are  always 
an  Officer  and  Soldiers  enough  to  fecure  the  Merchandize.    The 
Savages  will  always  have  a  Qunfmith  in  thefe  Places;  and  in  many 
there  are  Miffionaries ;  who  would  do  more  Good  if  there  were 
no  other  French  there.     Tliere  is  Reafcn  to  believe  it  would  be 
better  to  fet  Things  upon  the  antient  Footing,    fince  Peace  has 
been  cftabliflied  both  within  and  without  the  Colony :    This 
would  be  the  Means  to  reftrain  the  Wood-Rangers,  whofe  Cove- 
toufnefs  (not  to  mention  the Diforders  caufed  by  their  Licentiouf- 
nefs)  makes  them  every  Day  guilty  of  mean  Aflions,  which  ren- 
der us  defpicabie   in   the   Sight  of  the  Savages,   have  lower'd 
eur  Merchandizes,  and  raifed  the  Price  of  Skins.     Befides,  the 
Savages,    naturally   proud,   are  grown  infolent,   fmce  they  find 
that  wc  feek  after  them. 

'   The  Fifhery  might  much  jnore  enrich  Canada  than  the  Chacc; 
r\f  *i     <i    1       ^"^  ^^^^  *^°®*  "°'  depend  on   the  Savages  : 
'i^er  '        Two  weighty  Reafons  for  following  it,  which 
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yet  have  not  been  fufiicient  to  engage  our  Co- 


Jonifts  to  make  it  the  principal  Objeft  of  their  Trade. 1  have 

nothing  to  add  to  what  I  have  already  faid  on  the  Cod  Fifhery, 
which  alone  wonld  be  worth  more  to  us  than  Feru^  if  the  Foun- 
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ae'rs  of  Nenv  France  had  taken  proper  Meafures  to  fecure  th^ 
P'ofleffiort  of  it  toourfelves.— I  begin  with  the  Filhery  for  Seals, 
Sea  Cows,  and  Porpoifes,  which  may  be  carried  on  every  where 
in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  and  a  great  Way  up  the  River. 

The  Sea  Wolf,  or  the  Seal,  tjikes  its  Name  from  its  Cry,  which 
is  a  Sort  of  howling  ;  for  in  its  Shape  it  refembles  not  the  Wolf, 
nor  any  Land  Animal  that  we  know.  Lefcarbot  afTerts,  that  he 
has  heard  fome  cry  like  Screech-Owls ;  but  thefe  might  be  only 
young  ones,  whofe  Cry  was  not  quite  formed.  They  make  no 
Hefitation  here,  Maaam,  to  place  it  in  the  Rank  of  Fiihes  ; 
though  it  is  not  mUte,  though  it  is  brought  forth  on  the  Land, 
and  nves  as  much  on  it  as  in  the  Water,  and  is  covered  with 
Hair  :  In  a  Word,  though  it  wavits  nothing  to  make  it  to  be 
confidered  as  an  amphibious  Creature.  But  we  are  in  a  new 
World,"  and  it  mtfft  not  be  required  of  us  always  to  fpeak  the 
Language  of  the  Old ;  and  Cuf^om,  againft  which  there  is  no 
reafoning,  is  here  in  PofTefTion  of  all  its  Rights.  So  that  the 
War  they  make  with  the  Seals,  though  it  is  often  on  Land,' 
and  with  the  Gun,  is  called  a  Fifhery ;  and  that  which  they 
make  with  the  Beavers  in  the  Water,  and  with  Nets,  is  called  a 
Chace. 
The  Head  of  a  Seal  is  iomething  like  a  BulI-Dog*s  :  He  hat 
P,  /.  .  .  -  four  Legs,  \zty  (hort,  efpecially  thofe  be- 
Uejcriftnn  cf       j^.^j  .    j^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  Refpea  it  is  a  Filh- 

^''^  *  It  drags  itfelf  rather  than   walks'  upon  its 

Feet.  Its  Legs  before  have  Nails,  thofe  behind  are  like 
l^'ins  :  His  Skin  is  hard,  and  covered  with  fhort  Hair  of  divers 
Colours.  There  arc  fome  Seals  all  white,  and  they  are  all  fo  at 
firft  ;  but  fome,  as  they  grow  up,  become  black,  others  tawny  * 
Many  are  of  all  thefe  Colours  mixed  together. 

The  Fiihermen   diffingulfh  feveral  Species   of  Seals  :    The 

Of  th    f       I     ^^''S^"  weigh  up   to  two  thoufand  Pounds, 
yj  the  J^era       ^^^  ^,       ^-     ^j^^j^.  ^^^^  j^  ^^^^  pointed  than 

i>fecies  t>/ Seals,  the  others.  There  are  fome  that  only  friflc 
about  in  the  Water  :  Our  Sailors  call  them  Brajfeursy  (Brewers.) 
They  have  given  the  Name  of  Nau  to  another  Sort ;  for  which  I 
can  give  no  Reafon,  nor  know  the  Meaning  of  the  Word.  Ano- 
ther Sort  they  call  Grojfes  Tetes^  (Great  Heads.)  There  are  fome 
fmall  ones  that  are  very  lively  and  Ikilful  in  cutting  the  Nets 
they  ^e  taken  in  :  They  are  o(  a  Tyger  Colour  ;  they  are  full 
of  Play  and  Spirit,  and  as  pretty  as  Creatures  of  this  Shape  can 
be.  The  Savages  learn  thefe  to  follow  them  like  little  Dog^, 
and  eat  them  notwithftanding. 

M.  Denys  fpeaks  of  two, Sorts  of  Seals  that  are  found  upon  the 
Coafts  of  Acadia.  One  Sort  (fays  he)  are  fo  big;,  that  their 
Voung  are  larger  than  our  largeu  Porkers.     He  adds,  that  foo« 
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after  they  are  brought  forth,  the  old  ones  carry  them  to  the  Wa- 
ter, and  from  Time  to  Time  bring  them  afhore  again  to  fuck  : 
That  the  Time  of  fucking  them  is  the  Month  of  February  ; 
when  the  young  ones,  which  they  aim  chiefly  to  catch,  go  fcarce 
any  more  into  the  Water :  That  at  the  firft  Noife  the  old  ones 
fly,  making  a  great  Noife  to  give  Notice  to  the  young  ones  to 
follow  them  ;  which  they  never  fail  to  do,  if  the  Fifliermen  do 
not  make  Hafle  to  give  them  a  Blow  on  the  Nofe  with  a  Stick, 
which  is  enough  to  kill  them.-— The  Number  of  thefe  Animals 
muHbe  very  great  upon  thefe  Coafts,  if  it  true,  as  the  fame  Au- 
thor affirms,  that  in  one  Day  they  take  fometimes  eight  hundred 
of  the  young  ones. 

The  fecond  Species  of  thefe  Seals,  which  M.  Dotys  fpeaks  of, 
is  very  fmall,  and  has  little  more  Oil  but  what  it  has  in  its  Blad- 
der, Thefe  lafl  never  go  far  from  the  Shore,  and  there  is  always 
one  that  (lands  Centinel  :  At  the  firil  Signal  he  gives,  they  all 
throw  themfelves  into  the  Sea  :  After  fome  Time  they  approach 
the  Land,  and  raife  themfelves  upon  their  hind  Feet  to  fee  if 
there  is  nothing  to  fear :  But  in  Spite  of  all  their  Precautions, 
they  furprize  a  great  Number  of  them  on  Shore,  and  it  is  almoil 
impoffible  to  take  them  any  other  Way. 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  Flefti  of  the  Seal  is  not  bad  to  eat,  but 

/;/  -  ;  IP/ -7;  it  is  more  profitable  to  make  Oil  of  it: 
and  Ski  of  th  '^^**  "  "°^  difficult.  They  melt  the  Fat  on 
an  m  Of  e  ^^^  ^\re^  and  it  diflblves)  into  an  Oil.  Some- 
times they  only  put  the  Fat  of  a  great  many 
Seals  on  Square  Planks ;  and  leave  it  to  diflblve  of  itfelf,  a  Hole 
being  made  at  the  Bottom,  for  the  Oil  to  run  through.  This  Oil 
whilft  it  is  new  is  very  good  for  Kitchen  Ufes  ;  but  that  of  the 
young  Seals  foon  grows  rank,  and  the  otner  dries  too  much, 
upon  keeping  any  time  :  They  then  ufe  it  to  burn,  or  to  drefs 
Skins  with.  It  keeps  clear  a  long  Time,  has  no  Smell,  and 
leaves  no  Lee,  nor  any  Kind  of  Foulnefs  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
Veflel. 

At  the  firft  fettling  the  Colony,  they  ufed  a  great  Quantity 
of  Seal  Skins  to  make  MulFs  ;  but  that  is  now  out  of  Falhion; 
and  their  chief  Ufe  now  is  to  cover  Trunks,  ^c.  When  they 
are  tanned  they  have  almoft  the  fame  Grain  as  Morocco  Lea- 
ther :  They  are  not  fo  fine,  but  they  are  ftronger,  and  wear 
better.  They  make  of  them  very  good  Shoes,  and  Boots ;  which 
will  not  take  Water.  They  are  alfo  ufed  to  cover  Seats  of 
Chairs,  the  Frames  of  which  are  fooner  worn  out  than  the  Co- 
vers. They  tan  thefe  Skins  here  with  the  Bark  of  the  Spruce 
Fir,  and  in  the  TinAure,  they  ufe  to  dye  them  black,  they  mix 
a  Powder,  drawn  from  certain  Stones  they  find  upon  the  Banks  of 
the  Rivers ;  which  are  called  Thunder  StoneSf  or  Mircafitcs. 
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The  Seals  couple  upon  the  Rocks,  and  fometimes  upon  the 

rt       D    *•    !       Ice,  where  alfo  the  Females  bring  forth  their 

^r/frj-'    Young.     They    have  commonly  two.   and 
Titles  cj  theje  Am^     ^^^^  ^^j^j^    ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  j^  ^j^^  VizHtX, 

***  ^*  but  oftener  upon  the  Land.  When  they  would 

accuftom  them  to  fwim,  they  carry  them,  as  they  fay,  on  their 
Backs  in  the  Water,  and  let  them  off  from  Time  to  Time  into  the 
Water,  then  take  them  again,  and  continue  this  Prafiice  till 
the  young  ones  can  fwim  alone.  If  this  Fa£l  is  true,  this  is 
a  flrange  Fiih,  \yhich  Nature  has  not  taught  what  the  greateil 
part  of  Land  Animals  are  capable  of  almolt  as  foon  as  they  come 
into  '^he  World.  The  Seal  has  its  Senfes  very  quick,  and  this  is 
its  foie  Defence ;  but  this  does  not  hinder  them  from  being  often 
furprized,  as  I  have  before  remarked ;  but  the  moft  com- 
mon Method  of  fifhing  for  them  is  this  :  The  Cuftom  of  this 
Animal,  when  it  is  in  the  Water,  is  to  come  with  the  Tide  into 
the  Creeks.  When  they  have  difcovered  the  Creeks,  where  a 
great  Number  come,  they  fhut  them  up  with  Stakes  and  Nets ; 
they  only  leave  a  fmall  Space  open  by  which  the  Seals  enter. 
When  the  Tide  is  up,  they  flop  this  Opening,  fo  that  after  the 
Tide  is  out,  thefe  Fifh  remain  on  the  Shore,  and  they  have  only 
the  Trouble  to  knock  them  on  the  Head.  They  follow  them 
alfo  in  a  Canoe,  in  Places  where  there  is  Plenty  of  them,  and 
when  they  put  their  Heads  out  of  the  Water  to  breathe,  they 
fhoot  them.  If  they  are  only  wounded,  they  eafily  take  them  ; 
but  if  they  are  (hot  dead,  they  fink  direftly  to  the  Bottom,  like 
as  the  Beavers  do.  But  they  have  great  Dogs,  which  are  train'd 
to  fetch  them-  up  at  the  Depth  of  feven  or  eight  Fathom, 
Our  Fifhermen  take  but  few  Sea-Cov/s  on  the  Coafts  of  the 
Gulph  of  ^t.  Laurence ;  I  know  not  whether  they  have  taken  any 
in  other  Places.  The  Englijh  formerly  eftabliftjed  a  Fifliery  for 
them  at  the  Ifle  of  Sable  ;  but  they  made  no  great  Advantage 
of  it.  The  Shape  of  this  Animal  is  not  very  different  from  the 
Seals.  What  is  peculiar  to  it,  are  two  Teeth,  of  the  Bignefs 
and  Length  of  a  Man's  Arm,  a  little  bent  back  at  Top,  and 
which  appear  at  a  Diflance  like  Horns;  this  is  probably  the  Rea- 
fon  they  are  called  Sea-Cows.  Our  Sailors  Call  them  more  plainly 
la  beet  a  la  grande  denty  (the  great  toothed  Bead)  thefe  Teeth  are 
of  very  fine  Ivory,  aswell  as  all  thofe  which  are  in  the  Jaw  of 
this  Fiih,  and  which  are  four  Inches  long. 

There  are  in  the  River  Zt.  Laurence  Porpoifes  of  two  Colours : 
In  the  Salt  Water  ;  that  is  to /ay,  till  a  little 
below  the  Ifle  of  Orleans^  they  do  not  differ 
from  thofe  found  in  the  Sea :  In  the  frefh 
Water  they  ere  all  white,  and  as  J)ig  as  a  Cow.  The  firft  go 
generally  m  Companies,  I  have  have  not  cK^rved  the  fame  of  the 
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others,  though  I  have  feen  manv  of  them  playing  in  the  Port 
of  ^ebec.  They  feldom  go  higne*"  than  tnis  City,  but  there 
are  many  on  the  Coafls  of  Acadiay  is  well  as  of  the  firll  Kind  ; 
fothat  the  Difference  of  their  Colour  does  not  proceed  from  the 
Difference  of  the  fait  and  frefli  Water.  The  white  Porpoifes 
yield  a  Hogfliead  of  Oil,  and  this  Oil  is  little  different  from 
that  of  the  Seals  :  I  never  faw  an\'  Perfon  who  had  eaten  the 
Flefh  of  this  Animal ;  but  as  to  the  Black  Porpoife,  they  fay,  that 
they  are  not  bad  eating:  They  make  Puddings  and  Chitterlings  of 
their  Entrails,  the  Harfletis  excellent  in  Fricaffee,  and  the  Head 
better  than  that  of  a  Sheep,  but  not  foeood  as  a  Calf's. 

The  Skins  of  both  Sorts  are  tan'd  like  Mcrocco  Leather.    At 

Vr      f     th  '      ^^^  *'  "  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^**  ^"^  *^  ^"  ■'^"^^  thick, 
je    oj.      btir    ^j^gy   fcrape  it  a  long  Time,  and  it  becomes 

like  a  transparent  Leather  ;  and  how  thin 
foeverit  is,  even  fo  as  to  be  ht  for  Waiftcoats  and  Breeches, 
it  is  always  very  ftrong  and  Proof  agaiiill  a  Mufket  Ball.  There 
are  fome  eighteen  Feet  long,  and  nine  wide  ;  they  fay  that  there 
is  nothing  better  to  cover  the  Tops  of  Coaches.  They  have 
lately  eflaolifhed  two  Fifheries  below  ^ebec  for  Porpoifes,  one  in 
the  Bay  of  St.  PauU  and  the  other  feven  or  eight  Leagues  lower, 
over-againft  a  Habitation  called  Camourafcat  from  the  Name  of 
certain  Rocks  that  rife  confiderably  above  the  Water.  The  Ex- 
pences  are  not  great ;  and  the  Profits  would  be  confiderable,  if 
the  Porpoifes  were  Animals  fettled  in  a  Place  :  But  either 
through  Inflindt,  or  Caprice,  they  often  break  the  Meafures  of 
the  Fifhermen,  and  take  another  Route  than  that  where  they 
wait  for  them.  Moreover,  thefe  Fifheries,  which  would  only  en- 
rich fome  few  Perfons,  have  occafioned  an  Inconvenience  which 
made  the  common  People  complain  ;  which  is,  that  they  have 
greatly  diminifhed  the  Eel  Fifhery,  which  is  a  great  Help  to  the 
poor  Inhabitants.  For  the  Porpoifes,  finding  themfelves  dif- 
turbed  below  ^ebec,  are  retired  to  fome  other  Place  ;  and  the 
Eels,  finding  no  longer  thefe  great  Fifh  in  their  Way,  which 
obliged  them  to  return  back,  go  down  the  River  without  any 
Hindrance  ;  whence  it  happens,  that  between  ^ebec  and  Trots 
RiviereSf  where  they  took  a  prodigious  Number  every  Year,  they 
now  fcarce  take  any . 

The  Way  of  fiihing  for  Porpoifes  is  much  the  fame  2s  that 
I  have  been  mentioning  for  Seals.  When  the  Tide  is  out,  they 
fet  Stakes  in  the  Mud,  or  Sand,  pretty  near  one  another,  and 
they  faften  Nets  to  them  in  the  Shape  of  Fuhnels,  the  Opening 
of  which  is  pretty  large,  and  made  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  when 
once  the  Fifh  has  entered,  he  can't  find  his  Way  out  again. 
They  take  Care  to  put  upon  the  Tops  of  the  Stakes  Branches 
of  Greens.     When  iht  Tide  rifes,  thefe  Fifh  giving  Chace  to 
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Herrings,  which  always  run  to  the  Sides,  and  being  allured  by 
the  Greens  which  they  greatly  love,  are  enraged  in  the  Nets, 
and  find  themfelves  (hut  u^  As  the  Tide  finlcs,  it  is  pleafant  to 
fee  their  Trouble,  and  their  fruitlefs  Attempts  to  efcape:  At  laft 
they  remain  on  dry  Land,  and  often  one  upon  another  in  fuch 
great  Numbers,  that  one  Blow  with  a  Stick  kills  two  or  three  of 
them.  They  fay  that  there  h:fve  been  found  fome  among  the 
white  Sort, which  weighed  thr&e  thoufand  Pounds. 
Every  one  knows  the  Nature  of  the  Whale  Fifliery,  therefore 
r\r*L  UTL  I  I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  it.  It  is  faia  here,  that 
'  ^-^'^'  ^'"'^'^  the  Bi/caynirs,  who  carried  it  on  formerly  in 
the  River  St.  Laurence^  difcontinued  it  only  to  apply  themfelves 
entirely  to|the  Fur-Trade,  which  required  not  fomucn  Expence  or 
Labour,  and  the  Profits  ot  which  were  then  more  confidcrable,  and 
of  a  quicker  Return.  On  the  other  Hand,  they  had  not  all  the 
Conveniencies  for  this  Filhery,  which  may  be  had  at  prefent,  now 
there  are  Habitations  very  near  the  Gulf.  Some  Years  ago  they 
tried  to  re-eftablifli  it,  but  without  Succefs :  The  Undertakers 
either  had  not  a  fufficient  Fund  to  make  the  neceflary  Advances, 
or  expefted  their  Charges  to  be  reimbnrfed  fooner  than  the  Thing 
would  allow,  or  elfe  they  wanted  Perffeverance.  It  appears  nevcr- 
thelefs  certain,  that  this  Fifhery  might  be  a  great  Ariicle  in  the 
Trade  of  this  Colony  (a)t  and  might  be  carried  on  with  lefs 
Expence  and  Danger  than  on  the  Coaft-  of  Greenland -,  and  what 
Ihould  hinder  to  fix  it  here,  as  M.  Denys  propofed  to  do  that  of 
the  Cod-Fifliery  in  Acadia.  — —  This  is.  Madam,  all  that  con- 
cerns the  Fifheries,  that  may  enrich  Canada, 
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0/the  Fort  of  Chambly  :  Of  the  Fijh%  of  the  Birds :  And  tffomt 
Animals  y  peculiar  to  Canada.  Of  the  Trees 'which  are  the  fame 
luith  thofe  ofi'KANCE ;  and  of  thofe  lobich  are  peculiar  to  this 
Country. 


Ma  dam, 


Chambly,  March  I. 


ON  E   of  t]\c  chief  Defences  of  Montreal  againft  the  Iroquois 
and  Neiv  Torky  is  Fort  Chambly :  It  is   from  this  Fort  I 
have  the  Honour  to  write  to  you.     I  came  hither  to  pay  a  Vifit 

(a)  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  fhall  now  eftablifh  a  Whale  Fifliery  in  thefe 
Parts }  as  there  fe.ms  great  Probability  that  a  vaft  A4vanta§e  may  be  reaped 
from  it. 


M  3f 


to 
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to  the  Commandant,  who  is  M.  lie  Snhre'vois,  of  one  of  the  bcil 
Families  of  Benucey  my  Friend,  my  Companion  in  the  Voyage, 
and  a  good  Officer.  1  (hall  defcribe  this  important  Fort,  and 
the  Situation  of  ii,  in  a  few  Words. 

In  the  firft  Years  of  our  Settlement  in  this  Country,  the  Iro' 
euois,  to  make  their  Incurfions  into  the  verv  Centre  of  our  Ha- 
DJtations,  came  down  a  River  which  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
River  St.  Laurencet  a  little  above  Lake  St.  Pierre^  and  which  for 
this  Reafon,  was  called  firft  the  Iroquois  River.  It  has  been 
fince  called  the  River  of  Rkhelieut  from  a  Fort  which  bore  this 
Name,  and  which  was  built  at  its  Mouth.  This  Fort  beine  in  a 
ruinous  Condition,  M.  ^e  Sorely  Captain  in  Can'pnan-Sa/ieresRcgi- 
men t,  built  another,  which  he  called  by  his  own  Name.  This  Name 
communicated  itfelf  to  the  River,  and  it  is  ftill  called  fo,  tho' 
the  Fort  has  not  been  ftanding  for  a  long  Time.  When  we 
Iiave  gone  up  the  River  about  leventeen  liCagues,  going  always 
towards  the  South,  but  a  little  to  the  South  Weft,  we  find  a 
Torrent  or  Water- fall,  and  overagainft  it  a  Kind  of  little  Lake, 
formed  by  the  River  itfelf.  It  is  by  the  Side  of  the  Water-fall, 
and  overagainft  the  Lake,  that  the  Fort  is  fituated.  It  was  firft 
built  of  Wood,  by  M.  t/e  Chamblyt  at  the  fame  Time  thnt  M.  tie 
Sorel  built  his  Fort,  but  it  has  been  fmce  built  of  Stone,  and 
flanked  with  four  Baftions,  and  there  is  always  a  pretty  good 
Garrifon  kept  in  it.  The  Lands  round  it  are  very  good,  and 
they  begin  to  eftablifti  fome  Habitations  here,  and  many  People 
think  that  in  Time,  they  will  build  a  Town  in  this  Place.  From 
Chambly  to  Lake  Champlairit  it  is  but  eight  Leagues.  The 
River  Sorel  croflfes  the  Lake ;  and  there  is  perhaps  nc  Part 
of  AV*v  France  which  is  more  fit  to  be  peopled.  The 
Climate  is  milder  than  any  other  Part  of  the  Colony,  and  the 
Inhabitants  will  have  the  Iroquois  for  Neighbours,  who  at  the 
Bottom  are  a  good  Sort  of  People,  who  will  not  feek  to  quarrel 
with  us,  when  they  fee  us  in  a  Condition  not  to  be  afraid  of 
them,  and  who  will  find  their  Account  I  believe  ftill  better  from 
this  Neighbourhood,  than  from  that  of  NeiM  Tork.  Many 
other  Reafons  ought  to  engage  us  in  this  Settlement,  but  if  I 
fhould  write  all,  I  (hould  have  nothing  to  fay  when  I  have  the 
Honour  to  fee  you  again.  I  ftiall  take  Advantage  of  the  Leifure 
Hours  I  have  here,  to  continue  to  entertain  you  with  the  Par- 
ticularities of  this  Country.  I  have  already  given  an  Account 
of  what  the  Gulf  and  the  River  of  St\  Laurence  may  fupply  for 
the  Trade  of  NevJ  France ;  it  remains  for  me  to  fpeak  of  the 
Refources  which  the  Inhabitants  may  find  here  for  the  Support 
of  Life.  ^  Y 
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Fijh  ivhicb  ar» 
taktn  in  the  Gulj 
and  lU'ver  0/*  St. 
Laurence. 


Wherever  the  Water  of  the  River  is  fait,   that  is  tofay^  from 
Cape  Tortmnt  to  the  Gulf,  one  may  take  al- 
'■«>  all   Fifti  that  live   in  the  Sea,   as  Sal- 
n  on.  Tunny,  Shad,  Trout,  Lamprey,  Smelts, 
Concer  Eels,  Mackerel,  Seals,  Herrings,  An- 
chovies,  Pilchards,  Turbots,  and   many  o- 
thers  that  are  not  known  in  Europe.     They  are  all  taken  with  a 
Sein,  or  other  Nets.     In  the  Gulf  they  take  Hallibuts,   three 
Sorts  of  Thornbacks,  the  common,  the  curled  Sort,  which  they 
fay  is  better  than  in  France^  and  another  Sort  that  is*^not  efteem- 
ed;  LentornttSt  a  Kind  of  Cuttle  Fifli,  St.  Pcter*^  Fifli,  Requiems, 
5ca   Dogs,  a   Kind  of    Reauiems  much  lefs  mifchievous  whilil 
alive,  and  beyond  Comparilon  better  when  dead,  than  the  com- 
mon Sort.     Oyfters  are  very  plenty  in  Winter  on  the  Coalls  of 
Jacida,   and  the  Manner  of  fiming  for  them  is  fcmething  fmgu- 
Jar.     They  make  a  Hole  in  the  Ice,  and  they  thruft  in  two  Poles 
together  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  they  have  the  EfFed  of  a  Pair 
ofPinchers,  and  they  feldom  draw  them  up  without  an  Oyller. 
The  Lencornet  is,  as  I  have  faid,  a  Kind  of  Cuttle  Filh,  but  how- 
ever, it  is  very  different  from  the  common  Cuttle  Fifti.  It  is  quite 
round,  or  rather  oval ;  at  the  End  of  its  Tail  is  a  Sort  of  Ledge, 
which  makes  him  a  Kind  of  Shield,  and  his  Head  is  furrounded 
with  Barbs  half  a  Foot  long,   which  he  makes  Ufe  of  to  catch 
other  Fifli.   There  are  two  Kinds,  which  differ  only  in  Bignefs ; 
the  fmaller  Sort  is  about  a  Foot  long.     They  take  few  but   of 
the  laftSort,  and  thofe  by  the  Light  of  a  Flambeau  :  They  love 
the  Light  much,  they  fhew  it  them  on  the  Shore  when  the  Tide 
is  at  Height,  but  juft  upon  burning,  they  approach  it,  and  fo  arc 
left  aground.  The  Lencornet  roafted,  boilea,  or  fricaffeed,  is  very 
good  eating,  but  makes  the  Sauce  quite  black. 

The  St.  Peter*&  Fifh  is  like  a  fmall  Cod,  has  the  fame  Tafte, ' 
and  is  dried  alfo  like  that.  It  has  two  black 
Spots  on  the  Sides  of  its  Head,  and  the  Sai- 
lors fay,  this  is  the  Filh  in  which  St.  Peter 
found  the  Piece  of  Money  to  pay  the  Tri- 
bute to  the  Roman  Emperor,  for  our  Lord  and 
himfelf ;  and  that  its  two  Spots  are  the  two  Places  by  which 
he  took  hold  of  it:  For  this  Reafon  they  call  it  St.  Peter^s  FilL 
The  Sea  Plaice  is  firmer  and  better  than  the  River  Plaice. 
They  catch  them  as  well  as  Lobfters  with  long  Sticks  armed 
with  a  fharp  Iron,  which  is  notched  to  prever.i:  the  Efcape 
•  of  the  Fifh.  In  fhort,  in  many  Places,  efpecially  to- 
wards Acadia,  the  Ponds  are  full  of  Salmon  Trouts,  and  Tur- 
tles two  Feet  in  Diameter,  the  Flefh  of  which  is  excellent,  and 
(he  Top  Shell  ftreaked  with  white,  red,  and  blue. 

Among 
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Among  the  Fiih  with  which  the  Lake  CbamplMn^  and  the  Ri- 

Of  tt      4      i    ^^^^  which  flow  into  it,  abound,  M,  Cham- 

' -p-j/     ^    '  fm  c     ^/^/;,  obferved  one  pretty  fingular,  which  he 

'■'^'  calls  Chaoufarout   probably  from  the  Name 

fiven  it  Vy  the  Savages.  It  is  a  particular  Species  of  the  Armed 
ilh,  wh'ch  is  found  in  many  Places.  This  has  a  Body  nearly 
of  the  fame  Shape  as  a  Pike,  but  it  is  covered  with  Scales 
that  are  Proof  againft  the  Stab  of  a  Dagger  :  Its  Colour  is  a 
filvcr  grey,  and  there  grows  under  his  Mouth  a  long  bony  Sub- 
ilance,  jagged  at  the  Edges,  hollow,  and  with  a  Hole  at  the  End 
of  it;  wliich  gives  Reafon  to  judge,  that  it  breaths  by  it:  The 
Skin  that  covers  it  is  tender  :  The  Length  of  it  is  proportioned 
to  that  of  the  Fifh,  of  which  it  makes  a  third  Part.  It  is 
two  Fingers  in  Breadth  in  the  fmalleft.  The  Savages  aflured  M. 
Cha?nplaiii  that  feme  of  thefc  Fiih  were  eight  or  ten  Feet  long, 
■  but  the  Inrgefl  he  faw  were  but  five  Feet,  and  about  as  thick  as 
a  Man's  Tiiigh. 

One  may  eafily  conceive  that  fuch  an  Animal  is  a  Ravager 
IT         ; .    j-^.n     among  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Water,  but  one 

•  ,  ;  n  f  ^'^  would  not  imagine  that  it  fhould  make  War 
catches  JJn-us.  ^.j^,^  ^j.g  Inhabitants  of  the  Air ;  which  he 

does,  however,  with  much  Art,  in  this  Manner:  He  hides  him- 
felf  in  the  Reeds  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  only  this  Inflrument 
of  his  is  to  be  fcen,  which  he  thrufts  out  of  the  Water  in  an  up- 
right Pofition  ;  the  Birds  that  want  to  reft  themfclves  take  this 
for  a  dry  Rccd,  or  Piece  of  Wood,  r,nd  perch  upon  it,  They 
are  no  fooncr  on  it,  than  the  Fifli  opens  nis  Mouth,  and  makes 
fuch  a  fudJen  Motion  to  feize  his  Prey,  that  it  feldom  cfcapes 
him.  The  Teeth  which  edge  the  Inftrument  that  he  ufes  tQ 
fuch  good  Purpofe,  are  pretty  long  and  very  fliiarp.  The  Sa- 
vages Aiy,  that  they  are  a  ibvereign  Remedy  againll  the  Head- 
Ach,  and  that  pricking  with  one  of  thefe  Teeth  where  the  Pain 
is  fliarpefl:,  takes  it  away  inilantly. 

Thefe  People  have  a  wonderful  Skill  in  ftriking  Fifh  in  the 
rr-r   -nr     ■        /-    Water,  efpccially  in  thc  Torrcnts.  They  fifli 

•  ^;^^^^'^'•^'«.-^  '/  alfo  with  the  Sein,  and  they  have  an  odd  Ce- 
'  rcmony  before  they  ufe  this  Net.  They  marry 
it  to  two  young  Maids,  and  during  the  Wcddi;  g  Fealt  they 

•  place  it  between  the  two  Brides.  They  exhort  it  very  {erioufly 
to  take  a  great  many  Fifh,  and  they  think  to  engage  it  to  do 
fo  by  making  great  Prcfents  to  its  pretended  Fathers-in-Law. 

The  Sturgeon  here  is  a  Sea  and  a  frefh  Water  Fifh  ;  for  they 

r\     £,T      r       ^^^  i^  "PO"  ^'^^  Coafts  of  Canada^  and  in  the 
r      Oj  fijhwg  for  L^l^gg  ^j^.^h  crofs  the  River  5/.  Lau- 

Sturgeon.  ^.^^^^^     j^^^y  ^^^^^^  jj^ink  it  is  the  real  Dol- 

phin of  the  Antients ;  if  this  is  true,  it  was  fitting  that  this 
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King  of  Fi(h  fhould  reign  equally  in  the  Ocean  and  the  Rivers. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  we  fee  here  Sturgeons  of  eight,  ten,  and 
twelve  Feet  long,  and  big  in  Proportion.     This  Animal  has  oa 
the  Head  a  Sort  of  Crown  raifed  about  an  Inch,  and  it  is  co- 
vered with  Scales  of  half  a  Foot  Diameter,  almoll  oval,  and 
fprinkled    with   fmall  Figures  which  fomething  refenihle  the 
Flower  de  Luce  of  the  Arms  of  France.  The  Savages  take  them 
in  the  Lakes  in  this  Manner :  Two  Men  are  at  the  two  Ends  of 
a  Canoe ;  he  behind  (leers,  and  the  other  Hands  up,  holding  a 
Dart  in  one  Hand,  to  which  a  long  Cord  is  fallened,  the  othti 
End  is  tied  to  one  of  the  Bars  of  the  Canoe.     As  focn  as  he 
fees  the  Sturgeon  in  his  Reach,  he  throws  his  Dart,  and  endea- 
vours to  ftrike  where  there  are  no  Scales ;  if  the  Fifh  is  wound- 
ed it  flies,  and  draws  the  Canoe  alfo  pretty  fwiftly,  but  after 
having  fwam  about  1 50  Paces  it  dies,  then  they  draw  up  thQ 
Cord  and  take  it.  There  is  a  fmall  Kind  of  Sturgeon,  the  Flefli 
of  which  is  very  tender  and  delicate. 

The  River  St.  Laurence  produces  many  Fifh  which  are  not 
,,.^         ..  known  in  France:  The  moft  efteemed  are  the 

ftjh  peculiar  to     j^y;^^^^  ^^^  ^i^^  Poifon-dore  (tlie  Gilt  Fifh)-, 

the  other  Rivers  of  Canada,   and  ef^ecially 
thofe  of  Acadia,  are  as  well  flocked  as   this  River,  which  has 
perhaps  the  moll  Fifh  of  any  in  the  World,  and  of  the  moft  va- 
rious Kinds,  and  the  beft  of  the  Sorts.    There  arc  fome  Scafons 
when  the  Fifh  alone  might  feed  the  whole  Colony;  but  I  know 
not  what  Credit  may  be  given  to  what  I  have  feen  in  the  Ma- 
nufcript  of  an  antient  Miflionary,  who  affirms  that  he  faw  a 
Mer-man  in  the  R.iver  de  Sorel,  three  Leagues  below  Chamhly. 
ThePvelation  is  written  with  much  Judgmentj  but  the  better  to 
(late  the  Fail,  and  to  fhew  that  the  firll  Appearance  did  not  de- 
ceive him,  the  Author  fhould  have  added  to  his  Account  a  De- 
fcription  of  this  Monfter.     We  are  fometimes  feized  at  the  firfl 
Glance  with  a  Refemblance,  which  upon  viewing  more  atten- 
tively immediately  vanilhes.     Furthermore,  if  this  Fifli  in  hu- 
r^.an  Shape  came  from  the  Sea,  it  came  a  lonr  Way  to  get  fo 
near  Chamhly,  and  it  is  fomething  ilrange  that  it  was  not  feen 
but  in  this  Place. 

Our  Forefls  arc  not  fo  well  flocked  with  Bir-is  as  our  Lakes 
and  Rivers  are  with  Fifh;  however,  here  arc 
forae  which  have  their  Merit,  and  are  pecu- 
liar to  America.     We  fee  here  two  Sorts  of 
Eagles,  the  largefl  has  the  Neck  and  Head  almotl  white  ;  they 
prey  upon  the  Hares  and  Rabbits,  which  they  take  in   their 
Talons,  and  carry  to  their  Magazines  and  their  Nefls.     The 
others  arc  all  grey,  and  are  contented  to  make  War  with  the 
Birds :  And  they  arc  all  pretty  good  Fifliers.     Th^  Falcon,  tne 
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Gofs  Hawk,  and  the  Taflel,  are  entirely  the  fame  as  in  France; 
but  we  have  a  fecond  Sort  of  Falcons  which  live  only  on 
Fifh. 
f     Our  Partridges  ar'  of  three  Kinds,  grey,  red,  and  black  ;  the 

;gf.,       c   *     /•     ^  '^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  efteemed,  they  have  too  much 
r,  \  V  '-^     Taftc  of  the  Grape,  Juniper,  and  Fir :  Their 

artrtages,  jj^^^  ^^^  gy^^  ^^^  ^jj.^  ^^^  Pheafant's  and 

their  Flcfli  is  brown.  They  all  have  a  long  Tail,  and  fpread 
it  as  a  Fan,  like  the  Turkey  Cock  :  Thefe  Tails  are  very  fine, 
ibme  are  mixed  with  red,  brown,  and  grey ;  and  others  of  a 
light  and  dark  grey.  I  faid  that  the  black  Partridges  were  not 
moft  citeemed,  out  fome  People  prefer  them  to  the  red.  They 
are  all  bigger  than  in  France,  but  fo  filiy,  that  they  fufter 
themfelves  to  be  fliot,  and  even  approached,  without  fcarce 
ftirrii.g. 

Befides  the  Snipes,  whlca  are  excellent  in  this  Country,  and 
^  ,      n.   ,  the  foiall  Game  of  the  Rivers,  which  is  eve- 

Vther  JStras.        ^^  ^^^^^  plenty,  they  find  fome  Woodcocks 

about  the  Springs,  but  in  a  fmall  Number.  Amongft  the  Ilinois, 
and  in  all  the  fouthern  Parts  of  Ncm  France,  they  are  more 
common ;  M.  Denjs  afTerts,  that  the  Crows  of  Canada  are  as 
good  to  eat  as  a  Fowl.  This  may  be  true  on  the  Side  of  Acadia, 
but  I  do  not  find  in  thefe  Parts  that  they  are  much  of  this  Opi- 
nion. They  are  bigger  than  in  France,  and  fomething  blacker, 
and  have  a  different  Cry.  The  Ofprey  on  the  contrary  is 
fmaller,  and  its  Cry  is  not  fo  difagreeable.  The  Screech-Owl 
of  Canada  differs  from  that  of  France  only  by  a  little  white 
Ruff  about  the  Neck,  and  a  particular  Cry  :  Its  Flefh  is  good 
to  eat,  and  many  People  preter  it  to  a  Fowl.  Its  Provifion  for 
the  Winter  is  Field  Mice ;  whofe  Feet  it  breaks,  and  then  nou- 
rifhes  and  fattens  them  with  Care  till  it  has  Occafion  to  feed 
upon  them.  The  Bat  is  bigger  here  than  in  France.  The  Black' 
birds  and  Swallows  are  here  Birds  of  PafTage,  as  in  Europe. 
The  firft  are  not  black,  but  inclining  to  red.  We  have  three 
Sorts  of  Larks,  the  fmalleft  of  which  are  as  bij;  as  a  Sparrow. 
The  Sparrow  is  but  little  different  from  our's,  arid  has  the  fame 
Inclinations,  but  an  ugly  Sort  of  a  Look.  We  kv.  in  this  Coun- 
try a  prodigious  Quahtity  of  Ducks,  they  reckon  twenty-two 
different  Species.  The  moft  beautiful,  and  thofe  whofe  Flefh  is 
woft  delicate,  are  the  Branch  Ducks :  They  call  them  To  becaufe 
they  perch  on  the  Branches  of  Trees  ;  their  F'umage  is  very 
much  varied,  and  very  brilliant.  Swans,  Turkies,  Water-hens, 
Cranes,  Teal,  Geefe,  Buftards,  and  other  great  River  Birds 
fwarm  every  where  except  in  the  NeigLhourhood  of  the  Habi- 
tations, which  they  never  approach.  We  have  Cranes  of  two 
Colours,  fome  white,  and  others  giidelin.  All  of  them  make 
.     .  ^  ,  excellent 
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excellent  Soup.      Our  Wood-Peckers  are  very  beautiful ;  tnere 
are  fome  which  are  of  all  Colours,   others  are  black  or  a  dark 
brown  all  over  except  the  Head  and  the  Neck,  which   are  of  a 
very  fine  red. 

The  Nightingale  of  Canada^  is  much  the  fame  as  that  of  France 
for  Shape,  but  ithas  but  half  its  Song :  The  Wren  has  robbed  it  of 
the  other  Half.  The  Goldfinch  has  not  fo  fine  a  Head  as  in 
Europe^  and  all  its  Plumage  is  mixt  with  Yellow  and  Black.  As 
I  never  faw  any  of  them  in  a  Cage,  I  can  fay  nothing  of  their 
Song.  All  our  Woods  are  full  of  a  Sort  of  Birds,  whieh  are 
Yellow  all  over,  about  the  Bignefs  of  a  Linnet,  which  has  -a 
pretty  Note,  but  its  Song  is  very  Ihort,  and  not  vajlcu.  It 
has  no  other  Name  but  that  of  its  Colour,  being  called  the  Yel- 
low Bird.  A  kind  of  Ortolan,  whofe  Plumage  is  of  an  Afh 
Colour  on  the  Back,  and  White  under  the  Belly,  and  which  they 
call  the  White  Bird,  is  the  beft  Songfter  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
our  Woods  :  It  is  little  inferior  to  the  Nightingale  of  fraw^,  but 
it  is  the  Male  only  that  fings,  the  Female  which  is  of  a  deeper 
Colour  is  filent  even  in  a  Cage.  This  little  Bird  has  a  very 
pretty  Plumage,  and  is  well  called  an  Ortolan  for  its  Tafle.  I 
know  not  where  it  retires  during  the  Winter,  but  it  is  always 
the  firft  to  proclaim  to  us  the  Return  of  Spring.  As  foon  as  the 
Snow  is  melted  in  fome  Places,  they  come  in  great  Flocks,  and 
we  take  as  many  of  thera  as  we  pLife. 

It  is  feldom,  but  at  a  hundred  Leagues  from  hence  towards  the 

Off  I   r    J'    I    South,  that  we  begin  to  fee  the  C«rrt''/;?«/^/>7/. 

\;^-{i  ^^  ^^  ^"^  There  are  fome  at  Parisy  that  were  tranfported 
from  Louijiana^  and  I  believe  they  will  make 
their  Fortune  in  France^  if  they  can  breed  them  there  like  the 
Canary-Birds.  The  Sweetnefs  of  its  Song,  the  Brilliancy  of  its 
Plumage,  which  is  of  a  fine  Scarlet,  a  little  Tuft  of  Feathers  they 
have  upon  the  Head,  and  which  pretty  well  refembles  the  Crowns 
which  Painters  give  to  Indian  Kings  and  Arnencam,  feems  to 
confirm  to  them,  the  Empire  of  the  Air.  They  have  neverthelefs 
a  Rival  here  who  would  have  all  the  \'otes  for  it,  if  it  pleafed 
the  Ear  as  much  a^  it  charms  the  Sight.  This  is  what  they  call 
in  this  Country  VOifeau  Mouche,  (the  Fly-Bird.)  It  is  thus  called 

for  two  Reafons :  The  firft,  on  Account  its 

OftheFlyBird,     Smallnefs,   for  it  is   but  little  bigger  than 
nuith  its  Feathers.       the  common   May-Bug,   or   Chaffer.     The 

fecond,  is  on  Account  of  a  pretty  loud 
Humming,  which  it  makes  with  its  Wings  ;  which  is  much  like 
that  of  a  great  Fly.  Its  Legs,  which  are  about  an  Inch  long, 
are  like  two  Needles,  its  Bill  is  the  fame,  and  it  puts  out  of  it  a 
Hrtle  Trunk,  which  it  thrufts  into  the  Flowers,  to  draw  out  *heir 
juice,  upon  which  it  feeds.     The  Female  has  nothing  brilliant, 
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a  pretty  fine  White  under  the  Beliy^,  and  an  A(h  Colbfir  on  the 
reft  of  her  Body,  is  all  its  Ornament ;  but  the  Male  is  a  perfeft 
Beauty.  Ithas  on  the  Top  of  the  Head,  a  little  Tuft  of  a  beautiful 
Black,  the  Throat  red,  the  Belly  white,  the  Back,  the  Wings, 
and  the  Tail  of  a  green  like  that  of  Rofe  Leaves ;  a  Lay  of 
Gold  fpread  over  all  this  Plumage  gives  it  a  great  Brilliancy, 
and  a  little  imperceptible  Down,  gives  it  the  fineft  Shades  that 
canbefeen. 

Some  Travellers  have  confounded  it  'with  the  Hummlng-Bird, 

u       •-    J  A'        of  the  Iflands ;  and  In  Faftit  appears  to  be  a 

r     Tz?  ^''"'     Species  of  it;  but  that  is  a  little  bigger,  its 

f^omhcHtmmxng^     pfumage  is  not  fo  brilliant,  and  its  Bill  bent 

a  little  downward.  I  may  however  be  deceiv'd 
in  regard  to  the  Brilliancy  of  the  Humming- Bird's  Plubiage, 
becaufe  I  have  never  feen  any  alive.  Some  have  faid  it  has  a 
very  melodious  Song,  if  this  is  true,  it  has  a  greait  Advantage 
over  our  Fly-Bird,  which  Nobody  has  heard  fing.  But  I  have 
heard  myfelf  a  Female,  w^ich  whiflled  in  a  harfh  and  difagree- 
ableNote.  This  Bird  has  a  very  ftrong  Wing,  and  flies  with 
furprizing  Swiftnefs ;  you  fee  it  upon  a  Flower,  and  in  a  Moment 
it  rifes  up  to  a  great  Height  ir  the  Air,  almoll  perpendicular. 
It  is^an  Enemy  to  tne  Crow,  and  a  dangerous  one  too.  I  heard  one 
fay, 'who  was  worthy  of  Credit,  that  he  had  feen  one  fuddenty 
quit  a  Flower  it  was  fucking,  rife  up  as  fwift  as  Lightning,  and 
go  and  thruft  itfeff  under  the  Wing  of  a  Crow,  that  was  float- 
ing very  high  in  the  Air,  with  its  Wings  fpread  out,  and  peirc- 
ing  it  with  its  Trunk,  niade  it  fall  down  dead  ;  either  Icill'd 
by  the  Fall,  or  the  Wound. 

The  Fly-Bird  fe^ks  Flowers,  which  have  the  flirongcfft  Smell  j 
and  it  fucKs  th^m,  keeping  always  upon  the  Fluttering :  But  it  refts 
itfelf  from  Time  to  Time  ;  and  then  one  may  view  it  perfeftly  : 
TheyAave  been  kept  fome  Time  upon  fugared  Water,  and  Flow- 
ers; I  kept  one  formerly  for  24  Hours  :  tt  fufFered  itfelf  to 
be  taken,  and  handled)  knd  feigned  itielf  dead ;  as  foon  as  I  let 
it  go,  it  took  its  Flight,  and  kept  fluttering  about  my  Window :  I 
made  a  Prefijnt  of  it  to  one  of  my  Friends,  who  the  next  Morn- 
ing found  it  dead  ;  and  tliat  Night  there  had  been  a  little  Froft. 
Thefe  little  Animals  take  Care  to  Ihun  the  firft  cold  Weather^ 
It  is  very  probable,  that  they  retui-n  towards  Carolina  ;  and  it  is 
afliired  that  they  are  not  there  but  in  the  Winter.  They  make  their 
Nefts  in  Canada^  where  they  hang  ♦^hem  to  a  Branch  of  a  Tree, 
and  turn  them  in  fuch  Manner,  that  they  are  fheltered  from  all 
Jthe  Injuries  of  the  Weather.  N  thing  is  fo  neat  as  thefe  Nefts* 
The  Bottom  is  made  of  very  little  Bits  of  W  od,  platted  like'a 
Baflcet  f  and  the  Inflde  is  lined  with  I  kiiow  not  what  Sort  of 
i>own,  which  appcws  like  Silk.    The  Eggs  are  ab<5ut  the  Big- 
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nefs  of  a  Pea,  and  have  yellow  Spots  upon  a  white  Ground. 
They  fay  they  have  commonly  three,  and  fometim^s  five  Eggs. 
'    Amongil  the  Reptiles  of  this  Country,   I  know  of  none  but 
nr  *L   p  t4i        the  Rattle-Snake  that  defervesany  Attention. 

tak  '^**"®  ^^^  ^°^^  °^  '^*(^  *^  ^*S  as  a  Man*i 

'*  Leg,   and  fometin»es   tiigger,  and  they  are 

long  in  Proportion:  But  ^here  are 'fom6,  and  I  believe  the 
grea^ft  Number,  that  are  not  bigger  nor  longer  than  oiar  largeft 
Adders  in /"r^wtf  .-  Their  Shape  i^  pretty  Angular.  Upon  a  iiat 
and  very  thick  Necjc  they  have  but  a  fmall  Head  :  Their  Co- 
lours are  ^vely,  without  being  brilliant ;  a  pale  Yellow  predo- 
minates, witli  fome  Clouds  that  are  pretty  enough. 

But  what  is  mod  remarkable  in  this  Animal,  uits  Tail,  which 
is  fcaly  like  a  Coat  of  Mail,  a  little  flat  ;  and  they  fay  that  it 
grows  every  Year  one  Ring  or  Row  of  Scales,  fothat  t|iey  know 
its  Age  by  its  Tail,  as  we  do  that  of  a  Horfe  by  his  Teeth.  In 
moving,  it  makes  th^  fame  Npife  as  a  Cricket  in  flying  :  For 
you  know,  without  Doubt,  Madam,  that  the  pretended  Singing 
of  a  Cricket  is  only  the  Nolfe  of  its  Wings.  And  the  Refenj- 
blance  I  fpeak  of  is  fo  alilje,  that  I  have  often  been  deceived  b'y 
it  myfelf :  It  is  this  Npife  that  has  given  this  Serpent  the  Name 
it  bears. 

The  Bite  of  this  Serpent  is  mortal,  if  a  Remedy  is  not  applied 
immediately  ;  but  Providence  has  provided  a  Remedy.  In  aM 
the  Places  where  this  dangerous  Reptile  is  found,  there  grows  a 
Plant  which  is  called  katile- Snake  Herb  ;  the  Root  of  which  is  a 
certain  Ant'idote  againft  the  Venom  of  this  Serpent  :  It  need 
only  be  pounded  or  chewed,  jind  applied  like  a  Poultice  upon 
the  Wound  :  It  is  a  beaiitiful  Plant,  and  eafily"  known  :  Its  round 
Stalk,  a  little  bigger  than  aGoofe's  Quill,  rifes  to  the  Height  of 
three  or  four  Feet,  and  ends  in  a  yellow  Flower  of  the  Shape  and 
Bignefs  of  a  cohimon  Dailey  :  This  Flower  has  a  very  fweet 
Smell,  TJie  Leaves  of  the  jpiant  are  oval,  and  are  fupported 
five  togetJber,  like  tlic  Claw  of  a  Turkey,  by  a  StaJI?  of  an  Inch 
long. 

The  Eattle-Soake  feldom  attacks  the  Paflenger  that  does  not 
meddle  vvith  it.  T  have  had*  one  at  my  Feet,  which  was  cer- 
tainly mqre  afraid  than  mvfelf ;  for  I  did  not  perceive  it  till  it 
was  running  away  :  But  i/  you  tread  upon  it,  you  are  immedi- 
ately ftung  ;  and  if  you  purfue  it^  if  it  has  but  a  little  Time  to 
recoyeritjelf,  it  folds  i'tfelf  round  with  the  Head  in  the  Middle, 
and  ijien  "(j^arts  itfelf  with'  great  Violence  ^nd  Fury  againft  its 
)Purfuer  :  l^ever;thelefs,  the' Savages  chace  it,  arid  find  its  Flefli 
ypry  goo^.  I  have  even  heard  wme  Frenchmen^  who  had  tailed 
jt,  fay,  that  it  was  not  bad'  eating  ;  but  they  were  Travellers,  an^ 
fuc^  People  think  every  Thing  good,  becaufe  they  are  often 
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hungry.     But  this  is  at  leall  certain,  that  it  does  no  Harm  to 
tho^  that-ent  it. 

I  know  not,  Madam,  whether  I  fliould  undertake  to  fpeak  to 
nr  *i,   w  J        yo"  of  ^^^  Woods  of  Canada,     We  are  iti  the 
fC      j^  Midftof  the  greatcft  Forefts  in   the  World. 

•^      ^"*    '  In  all   Appearance  they  are  as  old  as  the 

World  itfelf,  and  were  not  planted  by  the  Hands  of  Men.  No- 
thing is  more  magnificent  to  the  Sight ;  the  Trees  lofe  them- 
felves  in  the  Clouds  ;  and  there  is  fuch  a  prodigious  Variety  of 
Species,  that  even  among  thofe  Perfons  who  have  taken  moft 
Pains  to  know  them,  there  is  not  one  perhaps  that  knows 
half  the  Number.  As  to  their  Quality,  and  the  Ufes  to  which 
they  may  be  employed,  the  Sentiments  are  fo  different  in  this 
Country,  and  in  France^  that  I  even  defpair  of  ever  being  able 
to  give  you  that  Satisfaftion  which  I  could  wifh  upon  this  Article  : 
At  leaft,  for  the  prefent,  I  muft  confine  myfelf  to  fome  Obferva- 
tions  which  I  have  made  myfelf,  and  have  had  from  other  Peo- 
ple, who  have  more  Skill  and  Experience  in  this  Matter  than 
inyfelf. 
What  ftruck  my  Sight  mod  the  firll  Time  I  came  into  this 
r\r*L  ^  Qj..  Country,  were  the  Pines,  the  Firs,  and  the 
Vfthefwo  bpe-  Cedars,  which'  are  of  furprizing  Height  and 
€tes  of  tims.  Bignefs.     There  are  here  two  Sorts  of  Pines. 

They  all  produce  a  Rofm  which  is  very  fit  to  make  Pitch  and 
Tar :  The  wh'te  Pines,  at  leaft  fome  of  them,  have  at  the  \Q\y 
Tops  of  them  a  Kind  of  Mufhroom,  which  the  Inhabitants  call 
Guarigue^  and  which  the  Savages  make  Ufe  of  with  Succef? 
againft  Diforders  of  the  Breaft  and  Bloody-Fluxes.  The  red 
Pines  are  fuUeft  of  Gum,  and  the  heavieft  Wood,  but  they  do  not 
grow  fo  large.  The  Lands  which  produce  both  3orts,  are  not 
the  beft  to  produce  Grain  ; '  they  generally  confift  of  Gravel, 
Sand,  and  Clay. 
There  are  four  Species  of  Fir  in  Canada  ;  the  firft  refembles 

-,       „     .      .     our's  :  The  other  three  Sorts  are  the  White, 
Fqur  ^ecies  of  .   ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ,    r^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^ 

*"'"^*  the  fourth   Sort  grow  very  high,   and  are  fit 

for  Mafls,  efpecially  the  White,  which  is  alfo  fit  for  Carpenters 
Work  :  It  grows  generally  in  wet  and  black  Lands  ;  but  which 
being  drained,  may  bear  all  Sorts  of  Grain  :  Its  Bark  is  fmooth 
and  fhining  ;  and  there  grows  upon  it  fome  little  Bladders,  the 
Bignefs  of  a  Kidney-Bean,  which  contain  a  Kind  of  Turpen- 
tine, moft  excellent  for  Wounds,  which  it  cures  in  a  fhort  Time; 
and  even  for  Fraftures.  They  affirm,  that  it  allays  Fevers,  and 
cures  the  Diforders  of  the  Stomach  and  Lungs.  The  Way  to 
tife  it,  is  tQ  put  two  Drops  of  it  into  Broth  :  It  has  alfo  a  purg- 
\^Z  Quality.  This  is  what  they  call  at  Paris,  the  White  Bal/am. 
'  ThO 
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The  red  Fir  has  fcarce  any  Rcfemblance  with  the  white  :  Its 
Wood  is  heavy,  and  may  be  employed  for  Building.  The 
Lands  where  it  grows  are  only  Gravel  and  Clay.  The  Spruce 
Fir  is  gummy,  but  does  not  throw  out  enough  Gum  to  be  made 
Ufe  of  :  Its  Wood  lafts  a  long  Time  in  the  Earth  without  rot- 
ting, which  renders  it  very  fit  to  make  Inclofures  :  Its  Bark  is 
very  fit  for  the  Tanners ;  and  the  Savages  make  of  it  a  Dye, 
which  is  pretty  near  a  deep  Blue,  The  greateft  Part  of  the  . 
Land  where  this  Tree  grows,  is  Clay.  I  have  neverthelefs  feerl 
fome  very  large  in  a  fandy  Soil,  but  perhaps  under  the  Sand 
there  might  be  Clay. 

The  Cedars  are  of  two  Species,  White  and  Red  :  The  firlt 
f^  „  .  -  ai  2  the  largeft  :  They  make  Pales  of  it ;  and 
lixjoapectes  oj      ^^^^   ^^^^  j^   ^^^^    ^^^^    generally   make 

i^eaars.  Shingles   with,    becaufe    of   its    Lightnefs. 

There  diflills  from  it  a  Kind  of  Incenfe,  or  Perfume ;  but  it 
bears  no  Fruit  like  that  of  Mount  Lebanon.  The  red  Cedar  is 
fmaller  :  The  mod  fcnfible  Difference  between  one  and  the  other 
is,  that  the  Smell  of  the  firft  is  in  its  Leaves,  and  of  the  other  in 
the, Wood  ;  but  the  laft  is  by  much  the  moft  agreeable.  The 
Cedar,  at  leaft  the  White,  grows  only  in  a  very  good  Soil. 
There  are  every  where  in  Canada  two  Species  of  Oaks,  di- 
Hinguifhed  by  the  Names  of  White  and  Red* 
The  firft  are  often  found  in  a  low,  wet,  and 
fertile  Soil,  which  is  fit  to  produce  Grain  and 
Puife.  The  Red,  whole  Wood  is  left 
efteemed,  grows  in  a  dry  and  fandy  Soil  :  ; 
Both  Kinds  bear  Acorns.— The  Mapl':  is  .very  common  in  C«-  ' 
fiadat  and  fome  are  very  large,  of  which  they  make  handfome 
Furniture:  They  grow  on  high  Grounds,  which  are  filteft  for 
Fruit-Trees.  They  call  the  Female  Maple  here  Rhene^  the 
Wood  of  which  is  wav'd,  but  paler  than  that  of  the  Male :  In 
.  other  Refpeds  it   has   the  fame   Shape   and  Qualities  ;  but  it 

requires  a  wet  and   fruitful  Soil. The  wild  Cherry-Tree, 

which  grows  promifcuoufly  with  the  Maple  and  the  White 
Wood,  makes  very  fine  Furniture  :  It  yields  more  Water  of 
Juice  than  the  Maple  ;  but  it  is  bitter,  and  the  Sugar  made  of* 
It  never  lofes  its  Bitternefs.  The  Savages  make  Ufe  of  its  Bark 
in  certain  Diforders  that  happen  to  Women. 

There  are  in  Canada  three  Sorts  of  Alh  ;  the  True,  the  Mon- 
grel, and  the  Baftard  :  The  firft  Sort,  which  grows  amongli 
the  Maples,  is  fit  for  the  Carpenters  Ufe,  and  to  make  Calks  for 
dry  Goods :  The  fecond  has  the  fame  Properties,  and  grows  «ts 
the  Baftard  Kind  does,  only  in   a   low  and    good  Soil. 

They  reckon  alfo  in  this  Country  three  Kinds  of  Walnilts  | 
the  hard,  the  foft,  and  a  third  Kind  which  has  a  very  thin  Bark  : 

Thtf 
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The  hard  Kind  bears  very  fiarvH  Nuts,  gpod  to  e^t,  l;>u,t  hard  to 
i^iell  :  \U  Wood  is  good  for  nothing  bat  to  burn.  I'He  foft 
Xind  bcara  long  Nuts,  as  big  as  thofe  of  Francis  but  the  Shells 
ay:e  very  hard  :  The  Keruels  are  excellent,  't'he  Wood  is  not 
ib  fine  as  our's ;  but.  to  make  Ajnends,  i(  fcarce  ever  decays,  e^ 
ther  in  £arth  or  in  Water,  and  is  with  DifBcultv  confunied  in 
the  Fire.  The  third  Sort  bears  Nuts  of  tlje  Bignefs  of  the 
&rA,  but  in  a  greater  Quantity  »  which  etre  bitter,  and  incloifed 
in  very  foft  Shells.  They  m»ke  very  good  Oil  of  thefe  Nuts. 
This  Tree  yields  fwcetcr  Water  than  tl»e  Maple,  but  in  a  fmaller 
Quantity  :  It  grows  only,  like  the  foft  Walnut,  in  thebeft  Soils, 
Beach  Trees  are  very  plentifql  here.  I  have  feen  fome  on 
iandy  Hills,  and  in  very  fruitful  low  Lands  :  They  bear  much 
Maft>  from  which  it  would  be  eafy  to  extr^£t  an  Oil.  The  Bears 
make  it  their  principal  Food,  as  do  alfo  the  Partridges.  The 
Wood  is  very  foft,  and  fit  to  make  Oars  for  Boats  ;  but  the  Rud- 
ders of  Canoes  are  made  of  IVJaple.  The  White  Wood,  whjch 
grows  amongit  the  Maple  and  the  wild  Cherry,  is  very  plenty. 
Thefe  Trees  grow  large  and  ftrait :  They  make  5<*ards  and 
Flanks  of  them,  and  ajfo  Ca{ks  for  dry  Goods  :  It  i!>  foft,  and 
eafy  to  work.  The  Savages  peel  off  the  Bark  to  coyer  their 
Cabins. 

Elms  are  very  common  through  the  whoje  Country.     There 
o-       c^  ,r    are  white  and  red.     The  Wqod  of  the  firft 

^  "'^'  ^tiois  make  their  Canoes  of  the  Bark  of  the 

re  X  Elm :  There  are  fome  of  a  fingle  Piece,  which  will  hold 

twenty  Men.  There  are  alfo  fome  hollow  Elms,  where  the  Bears 

and  wild  Cats  retire  from  Nonjember  to  J^ril-     The  Aft>en-Trec 

commonly  grows  here  bv  the  Sides  of  Rivers  and  Marme?. 

They  find  in  the  thickeft  Woods  a  great  Number  of  Plumb-* 

«-       ^     ;      -  Trees,  loaded  with Truit,  but  very  four.  The 

Trees  peculiar  to  „.       'J-       .         ci      \,               -ii,    '      u-t^ 

,.  ^    *  Vtnegar-Tree  is  a  Shrub  very  Pithy,    which 

tbts  Lountry.  ^j^jg^  Bunches  of  a  ftiar^  Fruit,  of  ^n  Ox^ 

Blood  Colour.  By  infufipg  them  in  Water  they  make  a  Kind  of 
Vinegar.  The  temine  is  anotlier  Kind  of  Shrub  which  grow* 
by  the  Side  of  Brooks,  find  Meadows.  It  bears  ^  JBuncb  of 
Fruit  of  a  lively  red,  which  is  aftringent.  There  ^re  three 
Sorts  of  Coofterries  that  grow  naturally  ijo  this  Country.  They  . 
gre  the  fame  as  in  France.  The  Sloe  grows  here  a^  in  France : 
This  Fruit  is  wonderful  for  curing  the  Bloody-Flux  in  a  vcrjr 
jfhoFt  Time.  The  Savages  dry  tj^m  as  we  do  Cherries  in 
Frawt, 

The  Atota  is  a  Fruit  with  Kernels  as  big  as  a  Cherry  :  This 
Plant,  which  runs  upon  the  Ground  ip  the  Marilies,  produces 
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its  Fruit  in  the  Water.     The  Fruit  is   (harp,  anJ  they  make 
Sweet-Meats  of  it.    The  White-Thorn  is  found  by  the  Sides  of 
Rivers,  and  prcduces  much  Fruit  with  three  Kernels.    This  is 
the  Food  of  many  wild  Beafts.     They  call  here  the   Cotton- 
Tree  a  Plant  which  Ihoots  up  like  Alparagus,  to  the  Height  of 
about  three  Feet,  at  the  Top  of  which  grow  many  Tufts  of 
Flowers.     In  the  Morning,  before  tlie  Dew  is  off,  they  (hake 
thefe  Flowers,  and  there  falls  off  with  the  Water  a  Kind  of 
Honey,  which  is  made  into  Sugar  by  boiling.    The  Seed  grows 
in  a  Bladder,  which  contains  a  very  fine  Sort  of  Cotton.     Tho 
Soliel  (the  Sun)  is  another  Plant  very  cofhmon  in  the  Fields  of 
the  Savages,  and  which  grows  feven  or  eight  Feet  high.     Irs 
Flower,  which  is  very  large,  is  in  the  Shape  of  a  Marigold,  and 
the  Seed  grows  in  the  fame  Manner.     The  Savages  by  boiling 
it  draw  out  an  Oil,  with  which    hey  greafe  their  Hair.     The 
Plants  which  thefe  People  principally  cultivate  are  Maiz,  or 
Turkey  Wheat,  Kidney-Beans,  Gourds,  and  Melons.         They 
have  a  Kind  of  Gourd    lefs  than  our's,  which  has   a  fweet 
Tafte.    They  boil  them  whole,  or  roaft  them  under  the  Alhes, 
and  eat  them  thus  without  any  thing  with  them.     The  Savages 
before  our  Arrival  here  had  the  common  Melons,  and  the  Wa- 
ter Melons.     The  firft  are  as  good  as  our's  in  France^  efpecially 
in  this  Ifland,  where  they  are  very  plenty.     Hops  and  Maiden- 
Hair  are  the  nitural  Growth  of  this  Country  ;  but  the  Maiden- 
Hair  grows  higher  here,  and  is  infinitely  better  than  in  Fr««f^.   . 
— ———Here  is  a  Letter,  Madam,  in  which  you  will  eafily 
diftingaifh  a  Traveller  who  ranges  thro*  the  Woods  and  Plaint 
oi  Canada^  and  who  is  entertained  with  every  thing  that  nii?- 
f<Mic$  ilfelf  to  his  Alew. 
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L  E  T  T  E  k    IX. 

0/  the  Caufes  of  the  CoU  of  C  Mi  Mi  K,     Of  the  Refourcet  they  have 
for  Subfjience.    Of  the  CharaJier  cf  the  Fv-euch  Canadians. 


Ma  dam, 


Montreal,  J/>n'l  22. 


Canada  ts  not 
kmivn  in  France, 
hut  by  its  ijoorji 
Side. 


IT  is  furprifing  that  in  France^  where  they  fo  often  fee  Per- 
fons  who  have  parted  a  good  Part  of  their  Lives  in  Canada^ 
they  fhould  have  fuch  a  wrong  Idea  of  this  Country.  This  pro- 
ceeds without  Doubt  from  the  Information 
of  thofe  People  who  know  it  by  its  worll 
F'de.  The  Winter  generally  begins  before 
the  VefTels  fail  for  France,  and  it  begins  in  a 
Manner  that  aftoniflies  thofe  who  are  not 
iifed  to  it.  The  firft  Froft  fills  the  Rivers  with  Ice  in  a  few 
Days,  and  the  Earth  is  foon  covered  with  Snow,  which  lafls 
fix  Months,  and  always  rifes  fxx  Feet  high  where  the  Wind  has 
not  Power. 
There  is  indeed  no  Want   of  Wood  to  provide  againft  the 

V     tr      r  u     Cold,  which  foon  becomes  exceffive,  and  lafls 
iLxcejjive  \^old,     ^jjj  ^j^^  gp^..^^^  j^  ^^^^^^  forward  :  But  it  is 

very  melancholy  not  to  be  able  to  flir  out  without  being  frozen, 
or  without  being  wrapt  up  in  Furs  like  a  Bear.  Befides,  What 
a  Sight  is  the  Snow,  which  dazzles  one's  Eyes,  and  hides  all 
the  Beauties  of  Nature !  There  is  no  longer  any  Difference  be- 
tween th^  Rivers  and  the  Fields,  no  more  Variety,  even  the 
Trees  are  covered  with  a  Rime,  and  all  their  Branches  are  hung 
with  Ificlfco,  under  which  it  is  not  fafe  to  fland.  What  can  one 
think  when  we  fee  the  Horfes  have  Beards  of  Ice  a  Foot  long? 
And  how  can  one  travel  in  a  Country,  where  the  Bears  for  fix 
Months  dare  not  verfture  out  of  their  Holes  ?  And  indeed,  1 
never  pafTed  a  Winter  in  this  Country,  but  I  faw  fome  People 
who  were  carried  to  the  Hofpital,  to  have  their  Legs  and  Arms 
cut  off  that  were  frozen.  In  Faft,  if  the  Sky  is  clear,  there 
blows  from  the  weftern  Parts  a  Wind  that  cuts  the  Face.  If  the 
Wind  turns  to  the  South  or  the  Eaft,  the  Weather  grows  a  little 
milder,  but  there  falls  fuch  a  thick  Snow,  that  you  cannot  fee 
ten  Paces  at  Noon  l)ay.  If  there  comes  a  thawing  Air,  adieu 
to  all  the  Capons,  Quarters  of  Beef  and  Mutton,  the  Fowls  and 
the  Fifh,  which  had  been  laid  up  in  the  Store-Rooms :  So  that  in 
Spight  of  the  Rigour  of  the  exceffive  Cold,  they  are  flill  ob- 
Uged  to  wifh  for  its  Continuance.     It  is  to  no  Purpofe  to  fay 
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the  Winters  arc  nf»t  In  coUi  a-;  thry  were  eighty  Vcats  ago,  that 
in  all  Appearance  ihey  will  ^row  milder  here;ittcr.  1  he  Miifor- 
tuneof  thole  who  came  before  us,  and  the  good  Fortune  of  thole 
who  (hall  come  after  us,  is  no  Cure  for  the  prcfent  Kvil  which 
we  fuffer.  A  Creole  of  Marfim'co,  who  Ihould  have  landed  the 
lirft  Time  in  Frufuy  during  the  great  Froil  in  1709,  would  he 
have  b:cn  much  relieved  by  hearing  me  fay,  who  came  at  that 
Time  from  i^ebcc^  that  the  Cold  was  not  fo  ftiarpas  in  Canada? 
For  though  1  fpoke  the  Truth,  aud  had  good  Evidences  of  it, 
yet  he  might  have  anfwcred  me,  that  he  did  not  find  the  Cold 
of  France  lefs  piercing  by  hearing  that  it  was  Iharper  Hill  in 
Canada.     Neverthelels,  as  foon   as  the  Month  of  May  is  come. 


the  Scene   is  foon  changed,  rhc  Sweetnefs  of  this  End  of  the 


the  Serenity  of  the  Autumn,  in  which  we  enjoy  a  Courfe  of 
fine  Days,  which-  are  '>ldom  feen  in  moll  of  the  Provinces 
of  France:  All  this,  added  to  the  Liberty  which  they  enjoy  in 
this  Country,  is  a  Compenfation  which  makes  many  People 
think  an  Abode  here,  at  leaft  as  agreeable  as  in  the  Kingdom 
where  they  were  born  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  our  Canadians  do 
not  fcruple  to  give  it  the  Preference, 

After  all,  there  are  in  this  exceflive  and  long  Cold,  fome  In- 

^     ,  .         conveniencics  which   can  never  be  well  re- 

The Incon'venien-     ^^^^^^ .  j  ^^n  p|jjce  in  the  firft  Rank,  the 

cies   0/  thi   great     j^j^^ulty  of  feeding  Cattle,  which  during 

the  whole  Winter  can  find  abfolutely  nothing 
in  the  Fields,  and  of  Confequence  coft  much  to  feed,    and  the 
Flelh  of  which,  after  fix  Months  dry  Food,  has  fcarceany  Tafte. 
The  Fowls  require  alfo  a  great  deal  of  Care,  and  much  Corn, 
to  preferve  them  during  fo  long  and  fevere  a  Winter.    If  we  fave 
the  Expence  by  killing  at  the  End  of  OSi^her^   all  the  Animals 
we  are  to  eat  till  May^   one  may  eafily  judge  that  fuch  Meat  is 
very  infipid,  and  in  the  Manner  that  I  have  faid  they  take  Fifti 
under  the  Ice,    they  cannot  be  v€ry  plenty  j  befides  that,  they 
are  immediately  frozen.     So  that  it  is  almoll  impofiible  to  have 
them  frelh  in  the   Seafon  when  it  is  moft  difficult  to  do  without. 
We  Ihould  alfo  be  very  much  embarralfed  during  Lent,  without 
Cod  and  Eels.     There   is  at  that  Time  frelh  Butter  and  Eggs  ;. 
aud  there  is  but  little  Nourilhment  to  be  expefted  in  eating  the 

(a)  They  plow  the  Fields  in  Summer,  they  fow  from  the  midft  of  April' 
to  the  10th  of  May,  they  cut  the  Corn  from  the  15th  of  Au^uji  to  the  20th 
of  September.     The  Lands  that  are  not  plowed  till  the  Spring  bear  Icfs,- 
becaufs  they  are  not  fo  well  impregnated  with  the  nitrous  Parts  of  the-. 
Snow,  V 
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Pulfe,  and  Roots,  which  they  prefervc  in  Store-Rooms  as  well 
as  they  can,  but  which  has  fcarce  any  Virtue  when  they  have 
been  kept  there  feme  Months. 

Add  to  this,  that  excepting  Apples,  which  are  excellent 
here,  and  the  fmall  Summer  Fruits  which  do  not  keep,  the 
Fruits  of  France  have  not  fucceeded  in  Canada.  Thefe,  Ma- 
dam, are  the  Difadvantages  which  are  caufed  by  the  great  Cold. 
We  are,  notwithftanding,  as  near  the  Sun  as  they  are  in  the 
moft  fouthern  Provinces  of  France^  and  as  we  advance  in  the 
Colony,  we  come  nearer  ftill.  From  whence  can  this  different 
Temperature  of  the  Air  proceed  under  the  fame  Parallels  ? 
This  is  what,  in  my  Opinion,  no  Perfon  has  yet  well  e::- 
plained. 

The  greateft  Part  of  the  Authors,  who  have  treated  on  this 

r    n  a    •  *i      Matter,  have   fatisfied  themfelves   with  fay- 

Kejtcxtcncn  the     .        ^^^^  ^j^j^  j^^     ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  proceeds 

Caujes  of  the  great     ^^^^     ^^^  g^^^,^^  ^^.        ^^   ^        ''^^    ^^e 

Ground,  that  it  is  impoflible  that  the  Ground 
fhould   be  well   warmed  again.     But  this  Anfwer   makes  the 
DifHculty  ftill  greater^  for  one  may  afk  what  is  it  that  produces 
this  great   Quantity  of  Snow,   in  Climates  as  hot  as  Languedocy 
and  Fro%r?ice,  and  in  Parts  that  are  much  more  diftant  from  any 
Mountains.     The  Sicvir  DenySf  whom  I  have  cited  feveral  Times 
before,    aflerts,  that   the  Trees  grow   green  before   the   Sun  is 
high  enough  above  the  Horizon  to  melt  the  Snow,  and  to  warm 
the   Earth  ;    that   may    be  true   in  Acadia,    and  on  all  the  Sea 
Coafts,    but  every  where  elfe  it  is  certain  that  all  the  Snow  is 
melted   in  the  thickeft  i  ore  ft  before  there  is  a  Leaf  upon  the 
Trees.  This  Author  fcems  not  to  have  any  better  Authority  for 
faying,    that  the  Snow  melts  rather  by  the  Heat  of  the  Earth, 
than  that  of  the  Air,    and  that  it  is  alway?  at  the  Bottom  that  it 
begins  tc  melt :  For  who  can  be  perfuaded  that  the  Earth,  co- 
vered with  a  frozen  Water,   ihould  have  more  Heat  than  the 
Air,  which  receives  immediately  the  Heat  of  the  Rays  of  the 
Sun.     Befides,  it  does  not  Anfwer  the  (Jueftion,   what  is  the 
Caufeof  this  Deluge  of  Snow,   which  overflows  vaft  Countries 
in  the  midft  of  the  temperate  Zone  ? 

There  is  no  Doubt  but  that,  generally  fpeaking,  the  Moun- 
tains, Woods,  and  Lakes,  contribute  much  to  it;  but  it  appears 
to  me,  that  we  muft  ftill  feek  for  other  Caufes.  Father  Jofepb 
Brejani,  an  Italian  Jcfuity  who  paft  the  beft  Years  of  his  Life  in 
Canada,  has  left  us  in  his  native  Tongue,  a  Relation  of  FJeiM 
France,  in  which  he  endeavours  to  clear  up  this  Point  of  Phi- 
lofopby.  He  cannot  allow  that  we  fhould  attribute  the  Cold, 
of  which  we  feek  the  Caufe,  to  any  of  the  Caufes  I  have  jufl 
mentioned,  «v;«.  the  Mountains,  Woods,  and  Lakes,  with  wJiich 
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this  Country  abounds ;  but  he  feems  to  go  too  far ;  for  there  is 
nothing  to  anfwer  aguinft  Experience,  which  makes  us  fcnfible  ot 
the  Abatement  of  the  Cold,  in  Proportit  n  as  the  Co.uiiry  is  clear- 
ed of  the  Woods,  altho'  is  not  in  fo  great  a  Proportion  as  it 
ought  to  be,  if  the  Thicknefs  of  the  Woods  was  the  principal 
Caufe  of  it.  What  he  allows  himfel/*,  that  it  is  common  to  fee 
a  Froft  in  Summer  after  a  very  hot  Day,  appears  to  me  a  De- 
monftration  againft  him ;  for  how  can  we  explain  this  Phoeno- 
menon  otherwife,  than  by  faying  that  the  Sun  having  opened 
in  the  Day  Time  the  Pores  of  the  Earth,  the  MoifturC'that 
was  inclofed  in  it,  and  the  nitrous  Particles  which  the  Snow  left 
in  it  in  great  Quantities,  and  the  Heat  which  is  continued 
after  the  fetting  of  the  Sun,  in  an  Air  fo  ft'btil  as  that  wc  breathe 
in  this  Country,  form  thefe  little  Frofts  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
we  make  Ice  on  the  Fire  :  Now  the  Moifture  of  the  Air  is 
evidently  a  great  Part  of  the  Caufe  of  the  Cold ;  and  from 
whence  ftiould  this  Moifture  come  in  a  Country  where  the  Soil 
is  generally  mixt  with  much  Sand,  if  it  was  not  from  the 
Lakes  and  the  Rivers,  from  the  Thicknefs  of  the  Forefts,  and 
from  Mountains  covered  with  Snow,  which  in  melting  water 
the  Plains,  and  from  Winds  which  carry  the  Exhalations  every 
where. 

But  if  Father  Brefani  was  miftakenj  as  I  think,  from  exclud- 
ing all  thefe  Things  from  the  Caufes  of  the  exceflivc  Cold  of 
Canada^  what  he  fubftitutes   in  Lieu  thereof,  feems  to  me  to 
contribute  greatly  towards  it.     There  are,  fays  he,  in  the  hot- 
teft  Climates,  fome  moift  Lands,  and  there  are  fome  very  dry  in 
the  coldell  Countries :  But  a  certain  Mixture  of  dry  and  moift 
makes  Ice  and  Snow,  the  Quantity  of  which  makes  the  Excefs 
and  Duration  of  the  Cold.     Now  if  one  was  to  travel  but  very 
little  in  Canada^    we  fhould  perceive  this  Mixture  in  a  very  re- 
markable Manner.       it  is  without  Contradiction    a   Country 
where  there  is  the  moft  Water  of  any  Country  in  the  World, 
and  there  are  few,  where  the  Soil  is  more  mixt  with  Stones  and 
Sand.     Add  to  this,  it  feldom  rains  here,  and  the  Air  is  ex- 
tremely pure   and  healthy ;  a  certain  Proof  of  the  natural  Dry- 
nefs  of  the  Earth.     In  Faft,  Father  Brejfani  affirms,  that  during 
fixteen  Years  that  the   Miffiou  fubfifted  in  the  Country  of  the 
Huronsy  there  lived  there  at  the  fame  Time  fixty  Frenchmen^  many 
of  whom  were  of  a  tender  Conftitution  ;  that  they  all  fared  very 
hardly  in  Point  of  Diet,  and  fufFered  in  other  Refpedts  beyond 
all  Imagination,  and  that  not  one  died. 

In  Fadl,   this  prodigious  Multitude  of  Rivers  and  Lakes, 

which   occupy  as  much  Space  in  NeiM  France  as  half  the  Lands 

n  Europe^  one  would  imagine  fhould   furni(h  the  Air  with  new 

Vapours  j  but,  bcfides  that  the  grcattft  Part  of  thefe  Waters 
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•re  very  clear,  and  on  a  fandy  Bottom,  their  i^reat  and  continua* 
Agitation  blunt  the  Rays  of  the  Sun,  hinder  it  from  raifing  mony 
Vapours,  or  caufes  them  to  fall  agnin  in  the  Fogs ;  for  th? 
.  Winda  excite  upon  thefe  frefli  Water  Seas  as  frequent  and  as 
violent  Storms  as  upon  the  Ocean  :  And  this  alfo  is  the  true 
Rcafon  why  it  feldom  rains  at  Sea. 

The  fecond  Caufe  of  the  exceflive  Cold  of  Canada,  according 
to  Father  BreJJ'aniy  is  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Northern  Sea, 
covered  with  monftrous  Heaps  of  Ice  above  eight  Months  in  the 
Year.  You  may  here  recoUtit,  Madam,  what  I  faid  in  my  firll 
Letter  of  the  Cold  we  felt  in  the  Dog  Days,  from  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  a  floating  Ifland  of  Ice,  or  rather  from  the  VVind 
which  blew  upon  us  from  the  Side  where  it  was,  and  which 
ceafed  the  Moment  it  was  under  the  Wind.  It  is  moreover 
certain,  that  is  does  not  fnow  here,  but  with  a  North  F.ait  Wind, 
which  comes  from  the  Quarter  where  the  Ice  of  the  North  lies ; 
and  though  we  do  not  feel  fo  great  Cold  while  the  Snow  falls, 
there  is  no  Doubt  but  it  contributes  greatly  to  render  fo  piercing 
the  Well  and  North  Weft  Winds,  which  come  to  us  acrofs  vail 
Countries,  and  a  great  Chain  of  Mountaing  which  are  covered 
with  Snow. 

Laftly,  if  we  take  the  Opinion  of  this  Italian  Miflionary,  the 
Height  of  the  Land  is  not  the  lead  Caufe  of  the  Subtilty  of  the 
Air  which  we  breathe  in  this  Country,  and  confequently  of  the 
Severity  of  the  Cold.  Father  Breffani  takes  great  Pains  to  prove 
this  Elevation  by  the  Depth  of  the  Sea,  which  increafes,  fays 
he,  in  Proportion  as  we  approach  Canaday  and  by  the  Number 
iuid  Height  of  the  Falls  of  the  Rivers.  But  it  feems  to  me  that 
the  Depth  of  the  Sea  proves  nothing  at  all,  and  that  the  Falls 
of  the  River  St.  Laurence,  and  of  fome  Rivers  in  Nenu  France, 
|)rove  no  more  than  the  Catarafts  of  the  Nile.  On  the  other 
Hand,  we  do  not  obferve  that  from  Montreal,  where  the  Falls 
begin,  down  to  the  Sea,  that  the  River  St.  Laurence  is  much 
more  rapid  than  fome  of  our  RivCio  in  Europe.  I  think  there- 
fjre,  we  mud  keep  to  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Ice  of  the 
North,  as  the  Caufe  of  the  Cold,  and  that  even  in  Spite  of  this 
Neighbourhood,  if  Canada  was  as  free  from  Woods,  and  as  well 
peopled  as  France,  the  Winters  here  would  not  be  fo  long  and 
fo  fevere.  But  they  would  be  always  more  fo  than  in  France^ 
becaufe  of  the  Serenity  and  Purity  of  the  Air  :  For  it  is  certain 
that  in  Winter,  all  other  Things  being  equal,  the  Froft  is 
keener  when  the  Sky  is  clear,  and  the  Sun  has  rarified  the  Air. 
When  the  Winter  is  paft,  Filhing,  Shooting,  And  Hunting, 
r\^  L  viv'/u  abundantly  fupplies  thofe  wjith  Provifions 
Oftbetclbijh^  who  take  the  Pains  for  it:  Befides  the  Fifli 
^^y'  and  Wild  Fowl,  which  I  have  already  men- 

tiqncd,  the  River  St.  Laurence  and  the  Foreft,  furnilh  th"*  Inha- 
bitants 
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bitants  with  two  Sorts  of  Manna,  as  we  may  call  it,  which  arc 
a  great  Support  to  them.  From  i^ebec  to  Trois  Ri'vicrcsj  they 
take  in  the  River  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  great  Eels,  which 
come  down,  as  they  fay,  from  Lake  Ontario^  where  they 
arc  bred  in  fome  Marlhes,  on  the  Side  of  the  Lake  ;  but  as  they 
meet,  as  I  before  remarked,  with  white  Porpoifes,  which  chafe 
them,  the  grcatclt  Part  ftrive  to  return  again,  and  this  is  the 
Rcafon  they  take  fuch  a  great  Number.  They  filh  for  them  in 
this  Manner :  Upon  a  Part  of  the  Shore  which  is  covered  at 
high  Water,  and  which  is  left  dry  when  the  Tide  falls,  they 
place  Boxes  at  certain  Diftances,  and  fix  them  againft  a  Fence 
of  Ozier  Hurdles,  which  leaves  no  Paflage  open  for  the  Eels. 
Large  Nets,  or  Bafkets  of  the  fame  Matter,  are  fixed  by  the  nar- 
rowed End  into  thcie  Boxes,  and  the  other  End,  which  is  very 
wide,  lies  againft  the  Hurdles,  upon  which  they  place  at  Inter- 
vals fomn  Lunches  of  Greens.  When  all  ij  covered  with  the 
Tide,  the  Eels,  which  always  run  to  the  Side,  and  which  are  en- 
ticed by  the  Greens,  come  in  great  Numbers  along  this  Fence, 
and  enter  into  the  Bafkets,  which  condud  them  to  the  Prifor.s 
prepared  for  them.  And  often  in  one  Tide  the  Boxes  arc 
hlled. 

Thefe  Eels  arc  bigger  than  cur's,  and  yield  a  great  deal  of 
Oil.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  with  whatfoever  Sauce  they 
arc  eaten,  they  always  retain  a  rank  Tafte,  to  which  we  can- 
not reconcile  ourfelves  but  with  Difficulty  :  Perhaps  this  is  the 
Fault  of  our  Cooks.  Their  Bones  all  terminate  in  a  Point  a 
little  bent,  which  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  in  thofe  of 
France.  The  bell  Method  of  drefling  this  Fifh  is  to  hang  it  up 
in  the  Chimney,  and  there  let  it  roall  flowly  in  its  Skin  :  This 
Skin  comes  ofFof  itfelf,  and  all  the  Oil  runs  out.  As  they  pro- 
vide great  Store  of  them  during  the  three  Months  that  the 
Filhery  lafts,  they  fait  them,  and  put  them  in  Barrels  like  Her- 
rings. The  other  Manna  I  fpoke  of,  is  a  Kind  of  Wood-Pi- 
geons, which  come  here  in  the  Months  of  May  and  June.  It 
is  faid  that  formerly  they  darkened  the  Air  by  their  Multitudes, 
but  it  is  not  the  fame  now.  Neverthelefs,  there  ftill  comes  into 
the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Towns  a  pretty  large  Numbei  to  reft 
upon  the  Trees.  They  commonly  call  them  Tourtesy  and  they 
differ  in  Fad  from  Wood-Pigeons,  Turtles,  and  the  common 
Pigeons  of  Europe^  enough  to  make  a  fourth  Species.  They 
are  fmaller  than  our  largefl  Pigeons  of  Europe  ;  but  have  their 
Eyes,  and  the  like  Clouds  of  their  Neck.  Their  Plumage  is  of  a 
dark  brown,  except  their  Wings,  where  they  have  fome  Feathers 
of  a  very  fine  blue. 

One  would  think  that  thefe  Birds  fought  to  be  killed,  for  if 
there  is  any  dry  Branch  on  a   I'ree,  they  chufe  that  to  perch 
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upon  ;  and  they  range  themfelves  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  the 
worft  Markfman  may  knock  down  fix  at  leaft  with  one  Shot. 
They  have  alfo  found  a  Way  to  take  many  alive,  and  they  feed 
them  till  the  firft  Froft ;  then  they  kill  them,  and  lay  them  up  in 
their  Store-Rooms,  where  they  keep  all  the  Winter. 

It  follows  from  hence.  Madam,  that  every  one  here  has  the  Ne- 

T'hp  b  t^'  C         ceflaries  of  Life :  They  pay  little  to  the  King ; 

vv       ffuli'i^'     the  Inhabitant  knows  neither  Land-Tax  nor 

tan^ofol^llt     Py"-I^«^ney  J  J^e  ^^^  Bread  cheap  ;  Meat  and 
^'^^  ^°J  '       Fifli  are  not  dear;  but  Wine  and  Stuffs,  and 

every  Thing  they  have  from  France,  is  very  dear.  The  moft  to 
be  pitied  are  the  Gentlemen  and  Oflicers  here,  who  have  only 
their  Salaries,  and  are  burthened  with  Families :  The  Women 
feldom  bring  any  other  Portions  to  their  Hufbands  than  much 
Wit,  Love,  Agreeablenefs,  and  Fruitfulnefs.  But  as  God  gives 
to  the  P«/Iarriages  of  this  Country  the  Bleffing  which  he  gave  to 
the  Patriarchs,  they  ought  alfo,  in  order  to  fubfift  fuch  numerous 
Families,  to  live  like  the  Patriarchs  ;  but  thofe  Times  are  paft. 
In  Ne-w  France  there  are  more  Gentlemen  than  in  all  the  rell  of 
our  Colonies  together.  The  King  maintains  here  twenty-eight 
C'Lmpunies  of  Marines,  and  three  Etati  Majors.  Many  Families 
have  been  enobled  here,  and  there  have  remained  here  feveral 
Officers  of  the  Regiment  oi  Carignan-Salieresy  which  have  peopled 
the  Country  with  Gentlemen,  the  greateft  Part  of  which  find  it 
hard  to  live.  It  wouH  be  harder  with  them  ftill,  if  they  were 
not  allowed  to  trade,  and  if  every  one  here  had  not  a  common 
Right  to  fifn,  (hoot,  and  hunt. 
Aftci  all,  ii  they  fuffer  Want,  they  are  a  little  to  blame  them- 
felves. The  Land  is  good  almoft  every 
where,  and  Agriculture  do^  not  degrade  a 
-  ,.  Gentleman.     How  many  Gentlemen  in  all 

lioft  age  Of  ts.  ^j^^  Provinces  of  Francs  would  envy  the  com- 
mon Inhabitants  of  Canada  if  they  knew  it ;  and  thofe  who 
languilh  here  in  a  fhameful  Indigence,  can  they  be  excufed  for 
not  embracing  a  Profeffion,  which  the  fole  Corruption  of  Man- 
ners and  weak  Maxims  have  degraded  from  its  antient  Ho- 
nour ?  We  do  not  know  in  the  World  a  Country  more  healthy 
tlian  this :  There  prevails  here  no  particular  Difeafe  ;  the  Fields 
and  Woods  are  full  of  Herhs  of  wonderful  Virtue,  and  the 
Trees  dillill  raoft  excellent  Balfams.  Thefe  Advantages  ought 
nt  leaft  to  keep  thofe  in  this  Country  who  are  born  here;  but 
Ficklcnefs,  and  Averfion  to  diligent  and  regular  Labour,  and 
a  Spirit  of  Independency^  have  driven  out  a  great  Num- 
be  •  o  '  young  People,  .*nd  have  hindered  the  Colony  from  being 
people.!. 
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Thefe,  Madam,  are  the  Failings  of  which  they  accufe,  with  the 
moft  Foundation,  the  French  of  Canada.    The 
Savages  have  alfo  the  fame  ;  one  would  think 
that  the  Air  which  they  breathe  in  this  vaft 
Continonl  contributes  to  it ;  but  the  Exam- 
ple and  Company  of  the  natural  Inhabitants, 
who  place  all  their  Happinefs  in  Liberty  and  Independence,  are 
more  than  furiicient  to  form  this  Charadler.     They  accufe  alfo 
our  Creoles  of  being  very  greedy,  and  of  heaping  up  Riches,  and 
truly  for  this  Purpofe,    they  perform  Things   one   would   not 
believe  without  feeing  :  The  Journies  they  undertake,    the  Fa- 
tigues they  endure,  the  Dangers  they  expofe  themfelves  to,  the  Ef- 
forts they  make,  exceed alllmagination.  There  are,  notwithftand- 
ing,  few  Men  lefs  covetous,  who  diffipate  more  eafily  what  has 
coft  them  fo  much  Pains  to  acquire,  and  who  fhew  lefs  Concern 
for  having  loft  it.     And  there  is  no  Room  to  doubt,  but  that 
they  generally  undertake  thefe  painful  and  dangerous    Journies 
through  Inclination.     They  love  to  breathe  an  open  Air,  they 
are  accuilomed  betimes  to  live  a  roving  Life ;    it  has  Charms 
for  them  that  makes  them  forget  the  paft  Dangers  and  Fatigues; 
and  they  pride  themfelves  in  braving  them   anew.     They  have 
much  Wit,  (efpecially  the  Women,   whofe  Wit  is  brilliant  and 
eafy).     They  ar 2  faithful  in  Expedients,  bold,   and  capable  of 
conducing  Affairs  of  the  greateft  Moment.     You  have  known. 
Madam,  more  than  one  of  this  Charadler,   and  you  have  often 
exprefled   to   me   your  Surprize   at  it.     I  do  afTure   you,   that 
the  greateft  Part  here  are  fuch  ;  and  they  are  the  fame  in  all 
Ranks. 

I  know  not  whether  I  fhould  place  among  the  Failings  of 
the  Canadiansi  the  good  Opinion  they  have  of  themfelves.  It 
is  certain  at  leaft  that  it  infpires  them  with  a  Confidence  that 
makes  them  undertake  and  execute  what  would  feem  impoffible 
to  many  others.  We  muft  allow,  on  the  other  Hand,  that  they 
have  excellent  Qualities.  They  are  of  a  good  Stature,  and  well 
ihaped  in  Body.  Their  Strength  of  Conftitution  is  not  always 
anfwerable  thereto  ;  and  if  the  Canadians  live  long,  they  are  old 
and  worn  out  betimes.  This  is  not  entirely  their  own  Fault,  it 
is  partly  that  of  their  Parents,  who  for  the  moft  Part  do  not 
watch  enough  over  their  Children  to  hinder  them  from  ruining 
their  Health  in  an  Age,  in  which,  when  it  is  ruined,  there  is  no 
Refource.  Their  Agility  and  Dexterity  are  without  equal  ; 
the  moft  fkilful  Savages  do  not  guide  their  Canoes  better  in 
the  moft  dangerous  Torrents,  and  are  not  better  Markfmen. 

Many  People  are  perfuaded  that  they  are  not  fit  for  the 
Sciences,  which  require  much  Application,  and  a  Courfe  of 
Study.      I  cannot  fay  whether   this  Prejudice   is  well  or  ill 
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founded,   for  wc  have  had  no  Canadian   yet  who  has  undertake. li 
to  confute  it.     Perhaps  they  are  fo  only  from  the  loofc  difiipat- 
cd  Way  they  are  brought  up  in.     But  every  one  muft  iicknow- 
ledge,  that  they  have  a  wonderful  Genius  for  Mechanics :  They 
have  fcarce  any  Need  of  Mailers  to  excel  in  them,   and  we  fee 
every   Day  fome  who  fucceed  in  all  Trades   without  having 
ferved  an  Apprenticefliip.      i>onie    charge   them  with   Ingra- 
titude, yet   they   have  appeared   to  me  to   have  Hearts  good 
enough,  but  their  natural  Levity  often  hinders  them  from  con- 
jidering  the  Duties  that   Gratitude  requires.      It  is  f:iid   they 
make  bad  Valets;  this  is  becaufe  they  are  too  high  fpirited,  and 
love  their  Liberty  too  much  to  fubmit  to  Servitude.  On  the  other 
Hand,  they  are  very  good  Mailers.     This   is  quite  contrary  to 
what  is  faid  of  thofe  from  whom  the  grcatcft   Part   take  their 
Origin.     They  would  be  perlcd  Men,  if  with  their  own  good 
Qualities,  they  had  preferved  thofe  x)f  their  Anceftors.     Some 
have  complained  that  they  are  inconllant  Friends :  This   is  far 
from  being  generally  true,   and  in  thofe  who  have  given  Room 
for  this  Complaint,    this  proceeds  from  their  not  being  ufed  to 
any  Rellraint,  even  in  their  own  Affairs.     If  they  are  not  eafy 
to    be  difciplined,    this  comes  from  the  fame  Principle  ;  or  be- 
caufe  they  have   a  Difcipline  cf  their  own,  which  they  think 
the   propeiefl:   to   make  War  with  the  Savages,   in  which  they 
are  not  altogether  in  the  wrong.     On  the  other  Hand,  they  feem 
not  to  be  Mailers  of  a  certain  Impetuofity,  which  makes  them 
fitter  for  a  Coup  de  Main,  or  a  fudden  Expedition,    than  for  the 
regular  and  fettled  Operations  of  a  Campaign.     It  has  alfo  been 
remarked,  that  amongll  a  great  Number  of  brave  Men,  who 
have  diilinguilhed  themfelves  in  the  late  Wars,  there  have  been 
few  found  who  had  Talents  to  command.     This  was  perhaps, 
becaufe  they  had  not  fufficiently  learnt  how  to  obey.     It  is  true 
that  when  they  are  well  headed,   there  is  nothing   they  cannot 
accomplifli,  either  by  Land  or  Sea;  but  for  this  End,  they  rruft 
have  a  great  Opinion  of  their  Commander.      The  late  M. 
d*I6er'vilTe,     who  had  all  the  good  Qualities  of  his  Country, 
without  any  of  its  Defefts,  would  have  led  them  to  the  End  of 
the  World. 

There  is  one  Thing  upon  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  excufe  them, 
which  is,  the  little  Regard  they  have  for  their  Parents ;  who 
on  their  Side,  have  a  Tendernefs  for  them  that  is  not  juftifiable. 
The  Savages  fall  into  the  fame  Error,  and  it  produces  amonc  it 
them  the  fame  Effedls.  But  what  above  all  Things  ihould  make 
us  value  our  Creoles  is,  that  they  have  a  great  deal  of  Piety  and 
Religion,  and  that  nothing  is  wanting  in  their  Education  on 
this  Point.  It  is  alio  true,  that  out  of  their  own  Country  they 
retain  fcarce  any  of  their  Faults.     As  with  this,  they  are  ex- 

•     "  i^,  -:  tremely 


tiiiiipat- 

cknow- 

:    They 

1  we  fee 

having 

Ingra- 

>  good 


Travels  in  North  America,  lojy 

tremely  brave  and  dexterous,  they  might  be  rendered  very  (cr- 
viceable  for  War,  for  the  Sea,  and  for  the  Arts  ;  and  I  believe  it 
would  be  for  the  Good  of  the  State  to  promote  their  Increafe 
more  than  has  hitherto  been  done.-  Men  are  the  principal 

Riches  of  a  Sovereign  ;  and  Canada^  though  it  could  be  of  no 
other  Ufe  to  France^  but  for  this  Purpofe,  would  ftill  be,  if  it  was 
well  peopled,  one  of  the  moll  important  of  our  Colonies. 

/  am,  &c. 
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Ma  dam. 


Fall  op  St.  Louis,  May  21. 


THIS  Village  was  at  firft  placed  by  St.  Magdalen's  Mea- 
dow, about  a  League  lower  than  the  Fall  of  St.  Louist  to- 
wards the  South.  The  Lands  not  being  found  fit  for  producing 
Maiz,  it  was  removed  over-againft  the  Fall  itfelf,  from  whence 
it  took  the  Name  it  ftill  bears,  though  it  has  been  removed  again 
a  few  Years  ago  a  League  ftill  higher.  I  have  already  faid  that 
its  Situation  is  charming,  that  the  Church  and  the  Houfe  of  the 
Miflicnaries  are  two  of  the  fineft  Buildings  in  the  Country  ; 
from  which  we  may  conclude,  that  efFeftual.  Meafures  have  been 
taken  not  to  be  obliged  to  make  more  Removals.  I  reckoned, 
when  I  came  here,  to  go  away  immediately  after  the  Eajler  Ho- 
lidays ;  but  nothing  is  more  fubjed  to  Difappointments  of  all 
Kinds,  than  thefe  Sort  of  Journies.  I  am  yet  uncertain  of  the 
Day  of  my  Departure ;  qnd  as  we  muft  make  Advantage  of 
every  Thing,  when  we  make  fuch  Excurfions  as  mine,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  make  Ufe  of  this  Delay :  I  have  pafled  the 
Time  in  converfing  with  fome  antient  Miffionaries,  who  have 
lived  a  long  Time  with  the  Savages,  and  have  had  from  them 
many  Particulars  concerning  various  People  who  inhabit  this 
vaft  Continent  j  which.  Madam,  I  ftiall  now  communicate  to 
you. 

The  firft  Land  of  America  that  we  meet  with  coming  from 
'  Of  the  I  J  b'  ^^^^^^  to  Canada^  is  the  Ifland  of  Neivfound- 
tants  of 'New  '  ^^"^^  ®"^  of  the  largeft  that  we  know.  It 
foundland.     "        could  never  be  known  Tor  Certainty,   whe- 

ther  It  had  any  JNative  Inhabitants  :  Its  Bar- 
rennefs,  fuppofing  it  every  where  as  real  as  it  is  thought  to  be, 
is  not  a  fufficient  Proof  that  it  has  had  no  Native  Inhabitants  ; 
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for  Fiihing  ind  Hunting  is  fufiicient  to  maintain  Savages^. 


This 


is  certain,  that  here  was  never  feen  any  bat  E/kimaux,  who  are 
not  Natives  of  this  Country.  Their  real  Country  is  LabraJtr^ 
or  New  Britain  :  It  is  there  at  leaft  that  they  pai«  the  greaceft 
Part  of  the  Year  ;  for  it  would  be  prophaning  the  Name  of  A^- 
tive  Country,  to  apply  it  to  wandering  Barbarians,  who  having 
no  AileAion  for  any  Countty,  travel  over  a  vaft  Extent  of 
Land.  In  Fa£t,  beudes  the  Coafts  of  Newfoundland,  which  the 
EJkimaun  range  over  in  the  Summer,  in  all  the  vaft  Continent 
which  is  between  the  River  St,  Laurence  and  Canada,  and  the 
North  Sea,  there  has  never  been  feen  any  other  People  than  the 
Efiimaux  :  They  have  been  met  with  alfo  a  good  Way  up  the 
River  Bourbon,  which  runs  into  Hud/on*s  Bay,  coming  from  the 
Weft. 

The  original  Name  of  thefe  People  is  not  certain  ;  however, 
it  is  very  probable  that  it  comes  from  the  Ahenaqui  Word  E/qui- 
mantfit,  wnich  fi^nifics  an  Eater  tf  raw  Flejh. — ^The  Ejkimaux  are 
in  FaA  the  only  Savages  known  that  eat  raw  Flefti,  though  they 
have  alfo  the  Cuftom  of  dreffing  it,  or  drying  it  in  the  Sun  :  u 
is  alfo  certain,  thp.<  of  all  the  People  known  in  America,  there  are 
none  who  com  <;  nearer  than  thefe  to  compleat  thd  firft  Idea 
«vhick  Europeans  had  of  Savages.  They  are  almoft  the  only 
People  where  the  Men  have  any  Beard ;  and  they  have  it  io 
thiclc  np  to  their  Eyes,  that  it  is  difficult  to  diftinguifti  any  Fea- 
tures of  the  Face  :  They  have  befides  fomething  hideous  in  their 
Look  :  Little  Eyes,  looking  wild  ;  large  Teeth,  and  ytxy  foul : 
Their  Hair  is  commonly  black,  but  fometimes  light,  much  in 
Disorder,  and  their  whole  outward  Appearance  very  rough. 
TJieir  Manners  and  their  CharaAer  io  not  difaeree  with  their 
ill  Look  :  They  are  fierce,  furly,  miftruftftti,  anduneafy,  always 
inclined  to  do  an  Injury  to  Strangers,  who  ought  therefore  to  be 
upon  their  Guard  againft  them,  i^  to  their  Wit  and  Under- 
fUttding,  we  have  had  fo  little  Commerce  with  this  People,  that 
we  can  fay  nothing  concerning  them ;  but  they  are  however 
cunning  enough  to  do  Mifchief.  They  have  often  been  feen 
to  go  in  the  Night  to  cut  the  Cables  of  Ships  that  were  at  An- 
chor,  that  they  might  be  wrecked  upon  the  Coaft ;  and  they 
make  no  Scruple  of  attacking  them  openly  in  the  Day,  when 
they  know  they  are  weakly  mann'd.  It  was  never  poftible  to 
render  them  m«r«  tradable ;  and  we  cannot  yet  treat  with 
them,  but  at  the  End  of  a  long  Pole.  They  not  only  refufe  to 
approach  the  Europeans,  but  they  will  eat  nothing  that  comes 
from  them  ;  and  m  all  Thines,  they  take  on  their  Part  fuch 
Precaution,  as  fliews  a  great  Diffidence,  which  gives  Room  to 
miftruft  reciprocally  every  Thing  that  comes  from  them.  They 
are  tall,  and  pretty  well  maped:  Their  Skin  i«  as  white  as  Snow, 
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ivhich  proceeds  without  Doubt  from  their  never  goinr  naked  ia 
the  hotteft  Weather.  Their  Hair,  their  Beards,  the  WhiteneHi 
of  their  Skin,  the  little  lefemblance  and  Commerce  they  have 
with  their  neareft  Neighbours,  leaves  no  Room  to  doubt  that  they 
have  a  different  Origin  from  other  Amtricatu  :  But  the  Opinion 
which  makes  them  defcendcd  from  the  Bifcayners,  feems  to  me 
to  have  little  Foundation,  efpecially  if  it  is  true,  as  I  have  been 
a/Tured,  that  their  Language  is  entirely  different.  For  the  reft^ 
their  Alliance  would  do  no  great  Honour  to  any  Nation  ;  for  if 
there  was  no  Country  on  the  Face  of  the  Earth  lefs  fit  to  be  inha- 
bited by  Men  than  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  there  is  perhaps 
no  People  which  deferve  more  to  be  confined  here  than  the  Efii" 
maux.  For  my  Fart,  I  am  perfuaded  they  came  originally  from 
Greenland. 

Thefe  Savages  are  covered  in  fuch  a  Manner,   that  you  can 
hardly  fee  an  v  Part  of  their  Face,  or  the  Ends  of  their  Fingers. 
Upon  a  Kind  of  Shirt  made  of  Bladders,  or  the  Guts  of  Fiih 
cut  in  Slips,  and  pretty  well  fewed  together,  they  have  a  Coat 
made  of  Bear  or  Deer  Skins,  and  fometimes  of  Birds  Skin:.  A 
Capuchin  of  the  fame  Stuff,  and  which  is  failened  to  it,  covers 
their  Head  ;  on  the  Top  of  which  there  comes  out  a  Tuft  of 
Hair,  which  hangs  over  their  Forehead  ;    The  Shirt  comes  no 
lower  than  their  Waift ;  their  Coat  hangs  behind  down  to  their 
Thighs,  and  terminates  before  in  a  Point  fomething  below  the 
Waift  ;  but  the  Womer  wear  them  both  before  and  behind,  to 
the  Middle  of  the  Leg,  and  bound  with  a  Girdle,  from  which 
hang  little  Bones.     The  Men  have  Breeches  of  Skins,  with  the 
Hair  inwards,  and  which  are  covered  on  the  Outfide  with  the 
Skins  of  Ermine,  or  fuch-like  :  They  wear  alfo  Socks,  with  the 
Hair  inwards,  and  over  this  a  Boot,  furred  in  like  Manner  on  the 
Infide ;  then  a  fecond  Sock  and  fecond  Boots :  And  they  fay 
that  thefe  Coverings   for  the  Feet  are  fometimes  three  or  four- 
fold ;  which  does  not,  however,  hinder  thefe  Savages  from  be- 
ing very  nimble.     Their  Arrows,  which  are  the  only  Arms  they 
ufe,  are  armed  with  Points  made  of  the  Teeth  of  the  Sea-Cow, 
and  they  fometimes  make  them  of  Iron,  when  they^  can  get  it. 
It  appears  that  in  Summer  they  keep  in  the  open  Air  Night  and 
Day,  but  in  the  Winter  they  lodge  under  Ground  in  a  Sort  of 
Cave,   where  ihey  all  Ire  one  upon  another. 
We  are  little  acquainted  with  the  other  People  which  are  in 
nr  ,1,   D  *i    r    "^e  Environs,  and  above  Hud/on*s  Bay.    In 
P.^Vplfon        -^    the  Southern  Part  of  this  Bay,  they  trade 
rort  weiion.  ^j^j^  ^^^  Miftaffim,  the  Monfonis,  the  Crifinaux, 

and  the  AJJiniboiU.  Thefe  lafl  came  here  from  a  great  Diftance, 
fince  they  inhabit  the  Borders  of  a  Lake  which  is  to  the  North 
or  the  North  Weft  of  the  ^ioux^  and  their  Language  is  a  Dialed 
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of  the  ^ioux.  Thfe  o*her  three  ufe  the  Algonquin  Language. 
The  CriJlinauXy  or  Killijiinonsy  come  from  the  North  of  the  upper 
Lake.  The  Savages  of  the  River  Bourbon  (a)y  and  the  River 
Sainte  Therefcy  have  a  Language  entirely  different  from  either  :  It 
is  probable  thev  are  more  acquainted  with  the  EJkimaux  Lan- 
guage»  It  is  ooferved,  that  they  are  extremely  fuperftitious,  and 
offer  fome  Sort  of  Sacrifices.  Thofe  who  are  the  moft  ac- 
quainted with  them  affirm,  that  they  have,  like  thofe  of  Canada. 
a  Notion  of'igood  and  evil  Spirit ;  that  the  Sun  is  their  great 
Deity ;  and  that  when  they  deliberate  on  an  important  Affair, 
they  make  him  as  it  were  fmoke  ;  which  they  perform  in  this 
Manner:  They  affemble  at  Day-break  in  a  Cabin  of  one  of 
their  Chiefs ;  who,  after  having  lighted  his  Pipe,  prefents  it 
three  Times  to  the  rifing  Sun  j  then  he  guides  it  with  both 
Han('.s  f/om  the  Eaft  to  the  Weft,  praying  the  Sun  to  favour  the 
Nation.  This  being  done,  all  the  Aflembly  fmoke  in  the  fame 
Pipe.  All  thsfe  Savages,  though  they  are  of  five  or  fix  different 
Nations,  arc  known  in  the  French  Relations  by  the  Name  of  the 
Sa-venoiSf  becaufe  the  Country  where  they  inhabit  is  low,  marfliy, 
poorly  wODded,  and  becaufe  in  Canada  they  call  Savanes  (b)  thofe 
wet  Lands  which  are  good  for  nothing. 

GoiTng  to  the  North  of  the  Bay,  we  find  two  Rivers  ;  the  firft 
of  which  is  called  the  Danes  River,  and  the  fecond  the  Ri'ver  of 
Seals.  There  are  fome  Savages  on  the  Sides  of  thefe  Rivers,  to 
whom  they  have  given  (I  know  not  why)  the  Name,  or  rather 
the  Nick-Name,  of  the  flat  Sides  of  Dogs.  They  are  often  at 
War  againft  the  Savanois,  but  neither  one  nor  the  other  treat 
their  Prifoners  with  that  Barbarity  which  is  ufual  amongft  the 
Canadians  ;  they  only  keep  them  in  Slavery.  The  Sa'vanois  are 
often  reduced  by  Want  to  ftrange  Extremities  :  Either  through 
Idlcnef"?  on  their  Part,  or  that  their  Land  produces  nothing  at 
all,  they  find  themfelves,  when  the  Chaceand  the  Fifhery  fail, 
without  any  Provifions ;  and  then  it  is  faid,  they  make  no  Diffi- 
culty to  eat  one  another  :  The  Weakeft,  no  Doubt,  go  firfl.  It 
is  alfo  faid,  that  it  is  a  Cuftom  amongft  them,  that  when  a  Man 
is  arrived  to  an  Age  in  which  he  can  be  of  no  longer  Service  to 
his  Family,  but  on  the  contrary  a  Burden  to  it,  he  puts  a  Cord 
himfelf  about  his  Neck,  and  prefents  the  two  Ends  of  it  to  him 
of  his  Sons  whom  he  is  moft  fond  of,  who  ftrangles  him  as  foon 
as  he  can  :  He  even  thinks  that  in  this  he  does  a  good  Adlion, 

(a J  They  fay  that  when  they  have  gone  one  hundred  Leagues  up  this  Ri- 
ver, it  is  no  longer  navi^ble  for  fifty  Leagues,  and  that  afterwards  it  runs 
in  the  midft  of  a  very  fine  Country,  and  this  lafts  to  the  Lake  of  the  ^Jini' 
^//{,  where  it  rifes.    ' 
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not  only  becaufe  he  puts  an  End  to  the  Sufferings  of  his  Fatheri 
but  alfo  becaufe  he  is  perfuaded  he  haftens  his  Happinefs  ;  for 
thcfe  Savages  imagine  that  a  Man  who  dies  in  old  Age,  is  born 
again  in  the  other  World  at  the  Age  of  a  fucking  Child;  and 
that  on  the  contrary,  thofe  who  die  young,  are  old  when  they 
come  into  the  Country  of  Souls.  The  Daughters  of  thefe  Peo- 
ple never  marry,  but  wita  the  Confent  of  their  Parents,  and  the 
Son-in-Law  is  obliged  to  live  with  his  Father-in-Law,  and  be 
fubjeft  to  him  in  every  Thing,  till  he  has  Children.  The  Sons 
leave  their  Father's  Houfe  early.  Thefe  Savages  burn  their 
Dead,  and  wrap  up  their  Arties  in  the  Bark  of  a  Tree,  which 
they  bury  in  the  Earth  :  Then  they  raife  over  the  Grave  a  Kind 
of  Monument  with  Poles,  to  which  they  fallen  Tobacco,  that  the 
Deceafed  may  have  wherewith  to  fmoke  in  the  other  World.  If 
he  was  a  Hunter,  they  hang  up  alfo  his  Bow  and  Arrows.  Tho* 
the  Mothers  weep  for  th^ir  Children  twenty  Days,  the  Fathers 
receive  Prefents,  and  iji  Return  make  a  Feaft.  War  is  much 
lefs  honourable  amongft  them  than  the  Chace ;  but  to  be 
elleemcd  a  good  Hunter,  they  mull  fall  three  Days  together 
without  taking  the  leaft  Nouriflimcnt,  having  their  Faces 
fmeared  with  Black  all  this  Time.  When  the  Fail  is  over,  the 
Candidate  facrifices  to  the  Great  Spirit  a  Piece  of  each  of  the 
Beads  he  hath  been  wont  to  hunt  ;  this  is  commonly  the  Tongue 
and  the  Muzzle,  which  at  other  Times  is  the  Hunter's  Share  : 
His  Family  or  Relations  don't  touch  it  ;  and  they  would  even 
fooncr  die  with  Hunger  than  eat  any  of  it,  it  being  appropri- 
ated to  the  Hunter  to  feall  his  Friend'i  and  Strangers  with.  A^ 
to  the  reft,  they  fay  that  thcfe  Savages  are  perfectly  difintereftecl, 
and  are  of  moll  inviolable  Fidelity  ;  that  they  cannot  bear  a 
Lye,  and  look  upon  all  Deceit  with  Horror. 

This  is,  Madam,  all  that  I  could  learn  of  thefe  Northern  Peo- 
ple, with  whom  we  never  had  a  fettled  Intercourfc,   and  whom 

we  never  faw  but  en  pajjhnt. Let  us  come  to  thcfe  we  arfi 

better  acquainted  with. — One  may  divide  thtm  into  three  Clafies, 
diilinguilhed  by  their  Language,  and  their  particular  Genius. 
In  that  Extent  of  Country  which  is  commonly  called  / -'79 
tTL    T  f    f    f      France^  which  has  no  Bounds  to   the  North, 
»T       V      rp  ^^^  °"  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  Hudfons  Bay,   which  w  .18 

difmembered  from  it  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht^ 
which  has  no  other  on  the  Eail  but  the  Sea,  the  Euglip  Colonies 
on  the  South,  Louijiana  to  the  South-Eaft,  and  the  Spanijh  Ter- 
ritories to  the  Well :  In  this  Extent  of  Country,  there  are  but 
three  Mother  Tongues,  from  which  all  the  others  are  derived  : 
Thefe  are  the  Sioux^  the  Algonquin^  and  the  Huron,  We  know 
but  little  of  the  People  that  fpeak  the  firll  of  thcfe  Languages, 
and  no  Body  knov/s  how  far  it  extends.     We  have  hitherto  liad 
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no  Commerce  but  with  the  Sioux  and  the  Jjjimlt9ib,  and  thia  Has 
not  been  greatly  followed. 
Our  Mifilonariet  have  endeavoured  to  make  a  Settlement 
^     ,   (>.  among  the  Sioux;  and  I  knew  one  who  greatlv 

Of  tbe  bioux.  ,gg,etted  ^y^^  ^ie  had  not  fucceeded,  or  ra- 
ther, that  had  not  remained  longer  among  thefe  People,  who 
appeared  to  him  docible.  There  are  none  perhaps  from  whom  we 
may  gain  more  Information  concerning  all  that  is  to  the  North 
Weft  of  the  MiJJiJpppit  as  they  have  an  Intercourfe  with  all  the 
Nations  of  thefe  vaft  Countries.  They  dwell  commonly  in 
Meadows,  under  Tents  made  of  Skins,  and  well  wrought  : 
They  live  on  wild  Oats,  which  grow  in  Abundance  in  their 
Marfhes  and  Rivers,  and  by  hunting,  efpecially  of  the  Buffa- 
loes that  are  covered  with  Wool,  and  which  are  in  Herds  of 
Thoufands  in  their  Meadows :  They  have  no  fixed  Abode,  but 
travel  in  great  Companies  like  the  Tartarst  and  never  ftay  in  one 
Place  any  longer  than  the  Chace  detains  them. 

Our  Geographers  didinguilh  this  Nation  into  nuofidering  Si- 
•OAT,  and  Sioux  of  the  Meadows ^  into  Sioux  of  the  Eafit  and  Sioux  of 
'  the  Weft.  Thefe  Divifions  don't  appear  to  me  to  be  well  ground- 
ed :  AH  the  Sioux  live  after  the  fame  Manner  ;  whence  it  hap- 
pens that  a  Village  which  was  laft  Year  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  the 
Miffiffippi^  (hall  next  Year  be  on  the  Weft  Side ;  and  that  thofc 
who  were  at  one  Time  by  the  River  St.  Pierre,  are  perhaps  now 
far  enough  from  it  in  feme  Meadow.  The  Name  of  Sioux, 
which  we  have  given  to  thefe  Savages,  is  entirely  our  own  mak- 
ing, or  rather  is  the  two  laft  Syllables  of  }iadou?J}ioux,  as  they  are 
called  by  n  my  Nations  :  Others  call  them  NadoueJJis.  They 
arc  the  moft  nunierous  People  we  know  in  Canada :  They  were 
peaceable  enough,  and  little  ufed  to  War,  before  the  Hurons  and 
Outaouais  took  Refuge  in  their  Country,  flying  from  the  Fury  of 
the  Iroquois.  They  derided  their  Simplicity,  and  made  them 
Warriors  to  their  own  Coft. 

The  Sioux  have  feveral  Wives,  and  they  fevercly  punifh  thofe 
that  fail  of  Conjugal  Fidelity.  They  cut  off  the  End  of  their 
Nofes,  and  cut  a  Circle  in  a  Part  of  the  Skin  on  the  Top  of  their 
Head,  and  pull  it  off.  I  have  feen  fome  People  who  are  per- 
fuaded  that  thefe  Savages  had  a  Chinefe  Accent  :  It  would  not 
be  difficult  to  know  the  Truth  of  this,  nor  to  know  if  their 
Language  has  any  Affinity  with  the  Chinefe. 

Thofe  who  have  been  amongft  the  AJJimhoih  fay,  that  they  arc 

Of  the  Aflini-      ^^^*  ^^^^  made,  ftrong,  nimble,  inured  to  the 

boils      ^  '      ^o\d.  and  all  Manner  of  Fatigues  ;  that  they 

prick  themfelves  all  over  the  Body,  and  marK 
out  Figures  of  Serpents,  or  other  Animals,  and  that  they  under- 
take very  long  Journies.     There  is  nothing  in  this  that  diftin- 
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gttiibes  them  much  from  the  other  Savages  of  this  Continent^ 
whom  we  know ;  but  what  is  particular  in  their  Chara£ler  is, 
that  they  have  a  great  deal  of  Gravity  ;  at  leaft  they  appear  fo, 
in  Comparifon  of  the  Crijiinauxt  with  whom  they  have  fome  In- 
tercourle.  The  Crifiinaux  arc  in  Fail  of  an  extraordinary  Vi- 
vacity ;  they  are  always  fineing  and  dancing  ;  and  they  fpcalc 
with  fuch  a  Volubility  ana  Precipitation,  that  has  never  been 
obferved  of  any  other  Savages. 
The  Native  Country  of  the  AJJtnihoih  is  about  a  Lake  which 
nr   L   T   I    r     hears  their  Name,  and  which  is  little  known. 

t    //r  -u  -r  ^-^       A  Frenchman  whom  I  have  feen  at  Montreal, 
the  AUtniboiIs.         ^^^^.^j  ^^  ^^  j^^j  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

feen  it  as  they  fee  the  Sea  in  a  Port  and  en  pajjant.  The  com- 
mon Opinion  is,  that  this  Lake  is  fix  hundred  Leagues  in  Com- 
pafs,  that  we  cannot  goto  it  but  by  Ways  which  are  almoft  im- 
pafTable,  that  all  the  Borders  of  it  are  charming,  that  the  Air 
here  is  very  temperate,  though  thev  place  it  to  the  North  Weft 
of  the  upper  Lake,  where  the  Cold  is  extreme,  and  that  it  con- 
tains fuch  a  Number  of  Iflands,  that  they  call  it  in  thefe  Parts 
the  Lake  of  IJlands,  Some  Savages  call  it  Michinipi^  which  figni- 
lies  the  Great  Water  ;  and  it  feems  in  Faft  to  be  the  Source  of 
the  greateft  Rivers  and  all  the  great  Lakes  of  North  America  : 
For  hyfeveral  Evidences,  they  make  the  River  Bourbon  to  rife 
out  of  it,  which  runs  into  Hudfon*i  Bay  ;  the  River  St.  Laurence^ 
which  carries  its  Waters  to  the  Ocean  j  the  MiJJijUippt^  which  dif- 
charges  itfclf  into  the  Gulph  of  Mexico ;  the  Mcjfouri,  which 
mingles  with  the  laft  ;  and  which,  to  the  Place  where  they  join, 
is  in  no  Refpefl  inferior  to  it  ;  and  a  fifth  which  runs,  as  they 
fay,  to  the  Weft,  and  which  of  Courfe  muft  go  into  the  South 
Sea.  It  is  a  great  Lofs  that  this  Lake  was  not  known  to  thf 
Learned,  who  have  fought  every  where  for  the  terreftial  Paradifc. 
It  would  have  been  at  leaft  as  well  placed  here  as  in  Scandinaria, 
But  I  do  not  warrant.  Madam,  all  thefe  Fafts  for  Truth,  which 
arc  only  founded  upon  the  Reports  of  Travellers ;  much  lefs 
what  fome  Savages  nave  reported,  vix..  that  about  the  Lake  of 
the  AJptti boils  there  are  Men  like  the  Europeans ,  and  who  are 
fettled  in  a  Country  where  Gold  and  Silver  is  fo  plenty,  that  ij 
ferves  for  the  moft  common  Ufes. 

Father  Marque/tey  who  difcovercd  the  Af{^^/^/  in  1673,  fays  in 
his  Relation,  that  fome  Savages  not  only  fpoke  to  him  of  the  Ri- 
ver, which  taking  its  Rife  from  this  Lake,  runs  to  the  Weft,  but 
that  they  alfo  added,  that  they  had  feen  great  Ships  in  its  Mouth. 
It  appears  in  the  old  Maps  under  the  Name  of  Poualais,  and  of 
whom  fome  Relations  fay  that  their  Country  is  the  Boundary  ttj 
thjit  of  the  CripnauXi  or  Ktlli/iinons.        ,  ,    , 

.   .  .      A;/:^A       ..,         The 


Of  the  Abena- 
quis  Nations^  and 
the  lower  Algon- 


V- 


112  yln  HIJhrical  Journal  of 

The  AUonitiin  and  Huron  Languages  have  between  them  almort 
nr  tU  ^ P   *.f         ^^'    *'•-   Savage  Nations   of  Canada   that  we 
u/weicopic       arc  acquainted  with.     Whoever   fliould  well 
y  '^'^  Algonquin     u„jcrftand  both,  might  travel  without  an  In- 
Langiiage.  terpreter   a!)ove  one   thoufand  five   hundred 

Leagues  of  Country,  and  muke  himfelf  undcrftood  by  one  hun- 
dred diffiTcnt  Nations,  who  have  each  their  peculiar  Tongue. 
They//^p;^///«erpccially  has  a  vafl  Extent  :  It  begins  at  Acadia 
and  the  Gulf  ot  St.  Laurjnce,  and  takes  a  Compafs  of  twelve 
hundred  Leagues,  twining  from  the  South  Eaft  by  the  North  to 
the  South  \VeIl.  They  fay  alfo,  that  the  Wolf  Nation,  or  the 
Mahiiigans,  and  the  grcatcft  Part  of  tlie  Indians  of  AVxu  England 
and  Virginia,  (^tTi\!iAlgonquinY)\2i\c^'i. 

HYicJlgonqutnu  OT  Cam  If  as,  who  arc  Neighbours  to  Nc-iv  Eng- 
land, have  for  their  neareft  Neighbours  the 
Etechemhis,  or  Malecites,  about  the  River  Pen- 
tagn'it  ;  and  more  to  the  Eaft  are  the  Micmaksy 
or  Souriqriois,  whofe  proper  or  Native  Country 
is  Acadia,  the  Continuance  of  the  Coaft  of 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Laurence,  up  to  GafpSy  (from  whence  one  Writer 
calls  them  Gafpefians)  and  the  neighbouring  Iflands.  In  going 
up  the  River  St.  Laurence,  we  meet  with  at  prefent  no  Savage 
Nation,  till  we  come  to  Saguenay.  Neverthelefs,  when  Canada 
was  firft  difcovered,  and  many  Years  afterwards,  they  reckoned 
in  this  Space  many  Nations,  which  fpread  themfelves  in  the 
Ifland  Anticofte,  towards  the  Hills  of  Notre-dame,  and  along  -th6 
North  Side  of  the  River.  Thofe  which  the  antient  Relations 
fpeak  moft  of,  are  the  BerfuvrAics,  the  Papinachoisy  and  the  Mon- 
tagncz.  They  call  them  alfo  (efpecially  the  laft)  the  lonver  Al- 
gonquinsy  bfcaufe  they  inhabited  the  lower  Part  of  the  River 
with  Refpeft  to  i^<i?^a-.  But  the  greateft  Pai*;  of  the  others  are 
reduced  to  fome  Families,  which  we  meet  with  '"-metimes  in  one 
Place,  and  fometimes  in  another. 
There  were  fome  Savages  who  came  down  into  the  Colony 
^-    ,    „  from  the  North,   hmctimt^hy  Saguenay,  and 

r  A  \r     f'^^^"     oftener  by  Trois  Ri-vicres,  cf  whom   we  have 
V  '^^  ^'"''^-  heard  nothing  for  a  long  Time.     There  wei c 

amongft  others  the  Altikatncques  :  Thefe  Savages  came  from  far, 
and  their  Country  was  funounded  by  many  other  Nations,  who 
extended  themfelves  about  the  Lake  St.  John,  and  to  the  Lakes 
of  the  MiftaJJins  and  Nemifeau.  They  have  been  almoft  all  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  Sword  of  the  Iroquois,  or  by  Diflempers  that  were 
tiie  Confequence  of  the  SufTerings  to  which  the  Fear  of  thefe 
Barbarians  reduced  them.  This  is  a  great  Lofs  :  They  had  no 
Vices  ;  they  were  of  a  very  mild  Difpolition,  eailly  converted, 
and  vcr)'  afFcdlionate  to  the  French, 
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Ilctwecn  i^..  Ay  and  Montrcit,  tov.  ards  Tnis  Rinjurts^  we  meet 
llill  with  Uy.r\e/l'p^onquins,  but  who  do  not  mal:c  a  \  illage,  and  who 
trade  with  the  Fiinch.  At  our  firil  Arrival  here,  this  Nation  oc- 
cupied all  tlie  Northern  Side  of  the  River  from  iihubec  (where 
M.  dc  Champlain  found  them  fettled,  and  made  an  Alliance  with 
them)  up  to  the  l^ake  St.  Pierre. 

From  the  Iflc  of  Montreal  going  towards  the  Nofth,  wc  meet 
or  tl    A\m  ^'^^   fome    Villages  of  NipiJingSt   of  Temi/" 

.•^       J    r^  ^  ~  cnmingSt  of  Tetes  de   Bouies,    (Round  Heads)  of 

quins,  /'A'  Outa-  ^     ,             ^    c  f\           ■    ,    \      rnu    c  ix     ^ 

*     .  *       ,     .  Amikowtt  Bind  of  Oii/aouais  (a).     The  firlt  are 

o\ia\s,  and  ot/.yer  ^l     ^         aj                     j      u    1            i^  _ 

,.,   ;    Aj---  the  tru(;  Aigonawns^  and  who  have   alone  pre- 

\?''<?'  g  -  fervcd  the  Aignnquin  Language,  without  any 
"        ■  Alteration  :  'I'hey  have  given  their  Name  to 

a  little  Lake  fituatcd  between  Lake  Huron  and  the  River  of  the 
Outaouais.  The  Timifcainings  occupy  the  Borders  of  another 
little  Lake,  which  bears  their  Name,  and  which  appears  to  be 
the  real  Source  of  the  River  Outaouais.  The  Round^HtCHs  arc 
not  far  oft' :  Their  Name  comes  from  the  Shape  of  their  Heads : 
They  think  a  round  Head  to  be  a  great  Beauty  ;  and  it  is  very 
probable  that  the  Mothers  give  this  Shape  to  the  Heads  of  their 
Children  in  their  Infancy.  The  ^w/ioaw,  which  they  call  alfo 
the  Nation  of  the  Beavers,  are  reduced  almoft  to  nothing  :  The 
Remains  of  them  are  found  in  the  IHand  Mam'toualin,  which  is 
in  the  Lake  Huron,  towards  the  North.  The  Outaouais,  for- 
merly very  numerous,  were  fettled  on  the  Borders  of  the  great 
River  which  bears  their  Name,  and  of  which  they  pretended  to 
be  Lords.  I  know  but  of  three  Villages  of  this  Nation,  and 
thofe  but  thinly  peopled,  which  I  ftiall  fpeak  of  hereafter. 

Between  Lake  Huron  and  the  upper  Lak-e  in  the  Streight  It-, 
fclfj  by  which  the  fecond  flows  into  the  firil,  is  a  Torrent,  or  Fall, 
which  is  called  Saulte  Sainte  Marie,  (the  Fall  St.  Mary.)  Its  En- 
virons were  formerly  inhabited  by  Savages  who  came  from  the 
South  Side  of  the  upper  Lake,  whom  they  call  Saulteurs  ;  that 
IS  rosAY,t/ye  Inhabitants  of  the  Fall.  They  have  probably  given 
them  this  Name,  to  fave  the  Trouble  of  pronouncing  their  true 
Name ;  which  it  is  not  poffible  to  do,  without  taking  Breath 
two  or  three  Times  (b).  There  is  no  Nation  fettled  (at  leail 
that  I  know  of)  on  the  Borders  of  the  upper  Lake  ;  but  in  the 
Polls  which  we  poflefs  there,  we  trade  with  the  Crijlinaux,  who 
come  here  from  the  North  Eaft,  and  who  belong  to  the  Algonquin 
Tongue,  and  with  the  AJftnihoils,  who  are  to  the  Norih  Weft. 

(tt)  Many  write  and  pronounce  Outaougks. 
(b)  Pauaingoue'ioubak, 
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I'he  Lake  Michigan,  which  is  almoft  parallel  with  Lake  Hft-* 
Of  ffj   P     t         fon, into  which  it  difcharo;es  itfelf,  and  which- 
-^        v^"     i*^  feparatcd  from  it  but  by  a  Peninfula  one 
ouatamis,  and        hundred    Leagues   long,   which  grows  nar- 
ctheriia'vages  of      ^^^^^  continually  cowards  the  North,  has  few 
the  JSay.  Inhabitants  on  its  Banks.     I   do   not  know 

even  that  any  Nation  was  ever  fettled  here,  and  it  is  without  any 
Foundation  called  in  many  Maps  the  Lake  of  the  Ilinois.     In 
going  up  the  River  St.  Jojeph,  which  runs  into  it,  we  find  two 
Villages  of  different  Nations,   which  came  from  other  Parts  not 
long  fince.    This  Lake  has  on  the  Weft  Side  a  great  Bay,  which 
extends  twenty-eight  Leagues  to  the  South,  and  which  is  called 
the  Bay  des  Puans,  or  fimply,  the  Bay.     Its  Entrance  is  very  wide, 
and  full  of  Iflands,  fome  of  which  are  fifteen  or  twenty  League? 
in  Conipafs.     They  were  formerly  inhabited  by  the  Peuteouata- 
misy  whofe  Name  they  bear,  excepting  fome  which  we  leave  to 
the  Right,  where  there  are  ftill  fome  Savages  called  Noqtt^ts.  The 
Pouteouatamis  TpoiTefs  atprefent  one  of  the  fmallell  of  thefe  Illands ; 
apd  they  have  befides  two  other  Villages,  one  in  the  River  St. 
"Jofephy  and  another  in  the  Streight.     In  the  Bottom  of  the  Bay 
there  are  fome  Saku  and  Otchagras.     Thefe  iail  arc  called  Puansy 
(flinkingjy  but  for  what  R.eaf<)n  I  know  not.     Before  we  come  to 
tj\em,  we  leave  upon  the  Right  another  little  Nation,  called  Mal- 
komines,  or  Folks  A'voines,  (iviU  Oats.) 

A  little  River,  much  rufi^led  with  Torrents,  difcharges  itfelf 
into  the  Bottom  of  the  Bay  :  It  is  known  by 
the  Name  of  the  River  des  Renardsy  (of  the 
FcxesJ.  All  this  Country  is  very  beautiful ; 
and  that  is  ftill  more  fo,  which  extends  from 
the  South  to  the  River  of  the  Ilinois.  It  is 
notwithftanding  only  inhabited  by  two  little  Nations,  which 
are  the  Kicapcus  and  the  Mnfcoutins.  Some  of  our  Geographers 
have  been  pleafed  to  call  the  laft  the  Nation  of  Fin\  and  their 
Country  the  Land  of  Fire,  An  equivocal  Word  gave  Rife  to 
this  Name. 

Fifty  Y«ars  ago,  the  Miamis  were  fettled  at  the  South  End  of 

r\^  .1    ivyr:„«,:o  ^^  Lake  Michigany  in  a  Place  called  Chicapou, 

Of  the  miamis  i,-   u    •        ir    ^l      xr              c        i-    ^     n^ 

J    L  iu  *v*  which  IS  alfo   the   Name  of  a  little  River 

Ofid  tbe^  llinois.  ^j^j^j^   ^^^^  j^j^   ^jjg  ^^^^^   ^j^^   gp^.^^  ^^. 

which  is  not  far  from  that  of  the  Hinds.  They  are  at  prefcnt 
divided  into  three  Villages,  one  of  which  is  on  the  River  St.  Jo- 
ftpky  the  fecond  on  another  River  which  bears  their  Name,  ,»id 
runs  into  Lake  £//V,  and  the  third  upon  the  River  Ouabachty 
\'  hich  rims  into  the  Mif/iJ/ippi.  Thefe  laft  are  more  known  by 
ths  Name  of  Ouyatancns.  There  is  fcarce  any  Doubt  but  rfiatthis 
Nation  and  the  /i;>/0A;  were^  not  long  fince,.oae  People,,  confider- 
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ing  the  Affinity  of  their  Languages.  I  ftiall 
with  more  Certainty,  when  I  have  been  amon" 
the  reft,  the  greatell  Part  of  the  Algonquin  Nations,  excepting 
thofe  which  are  more  advanced  towards  the  South,  employ  tncm- 
felves  bur  little  in  cultivating  the  Lands,  and  live  almoft  wholly 
upon  Hunting  and  Fifhing  ;  fo  that  they  are  not  fixed  to  any 
Place.  Some  cf  them  allow  Plurality  of  Wives ;  yet,  far  from 
multiplying,  they  decreafe  every  Day.  There  is  not  any  one  of 
thefe  Nations  that  confifts  of  fix  thoufand  Souls,  and  fome  no 
of  two  thoufand. 

The  Huron  Language  is  not  by  far  fo  extenfive  as  the  Algon  • 
f\c  L   T>   J.1    f    quin:     The    Reafon    of  which    is,    without 
Vftbefeopieof     }q^^^^^   that  the   People  who  fpeak  it  have 
the  Huron  Lan-       ^^^^  j^^^  ^.^^j^g  ^^^^  ^y^^  Algonquins  :    I  fay 
&'^^^^'  the  Huron  Lan|;uage,    in  Conformity  to  the 

common  Opinion  ;  for  fome  maintain  that  the  Iroquois  is  the 
Mother  Tongue.  Let  that  be  as  it  will,  all  the  Savages  which 
are  to  the  South  of  the  River  St.  Laurence^  from  the  River  Sorel 
to  the  End  ©f  the  Lake  £;•/>,  and  even  pretty  near  Virginiuy  be- 
long to  this  Language  :  And  whoever  underftands  the  Huron, 
underilands  them  all.  The  Diale£b  are  indeed  extremely  mul- 
tiplied, and  there  are  almoft  as  many  as  there  are  Villages.  The 
five  Cantons  which  compofe  the  Iroquois  ConunonwcaRh,  have 
each  their  own  Language  ;  and  all  that  was  formerly  called 
without  any  Diltinftion  the  Huront  was  not  the  fame  Language. 
I  cannot  find  out  to  what  Langua|;e  the  Cberokeet  belong,  a 
pretty  numerous  People,  which  inhabit  the  vaft  Meadows  which 
are  between  the  Lake  Erie  and  the  MiJJiJJippi, 

But  it  is  worth  while  to  obferve,  that  as  thegreateft  Part  of 
the  Savages  of  Canada  have  at  all  Times  been  converfant  with 
each  other,  fometimes  as  Allies,  and  fometimes  as  Enemies,  al- 
thouga  the  three  Mother  Tongues  which  I  have  fpoken  of,  have 
no  Manner  of  AfHnity  or  Agreement  with  each  other,  thefe 
People  have  nevertheless  found  Means  to  treat  together  without 
the  Help  of  an  Interpreter:  Either  that  long  Cuftom  makes 
it  eafy  to  underftand  each  other  by  Signs,  or  that  they  have 
formed  a  Kind  of  common  Jargon,  which  they  learn  by  life. — 
I  have  juft  received  Notice  that  I  muft  embark  :  I  raall  finifh 
this  Article  at  my  firft  Leifure. 
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Voyage  to    Catarocoui.      A  Defer iption  of  the  Cmntry^  and  of 
the  Falls  of  the  Ri'ver  St.  Laurence.     Defcriptton  and  Si- 
tuation  of  the   /"or/ Catarocoui.     Of  the  Lunguagts  of  Ca- 
nada, and  of  the   Peopk  that  fpeak  them.     The  Occafion   cf  the 
Warheinjoeen  //&£  Iroquois  and  the  Algonquiks. 


Mad  A  M, 


Catarocoih,  Moy  14. 


I  Departed  from  the  Fall  St.  Louis  the  Day  after  I  had  clofed 
my  laft  Letter,  and  went  to  lie  at  the.Weftern  Point  of  the  Ifle 
of  Montreal t  where  I  did  not  arrive  till  Midnight.  The  next 
Day  I  employed  all  the  Morning  in  vifiting  the  Country,  which 
is  very  fine.  In  the  Afternoon  I  crofTed  the  Lake  St.Louh  to  go 
to  the  Cafcades^  where  I  found  thofe  of  my  People  who  went 
hither  in  a  direft  Way  :  I  found  them  bufy  in  mending  their 
Canoe,  which  they  had  let  fall  in  carrying  it  on  their  Shoulders, 
and  which  was  fplit  from  one   End  to  the  other.'  This  is. 

Madam,  the  Convenience  and  Inconvenience  of  thefe  little  Car- 
riages :  The  leaft  Thing  breaks  them,    but  the  Remedy  is  ready 
anaeafy.     It  fuffices  to  furnifti  one's  fclf  with  Bark,  Gums,  and 
Roots  ;  and  there  are  very  few  Places  where  one  does  not  find^^ 
Gums  and  Roots  fit  to  few  the  Bark. 

What  they  call  the  Cafcadgs,  is  a  Water-fall  fituated  exaftly 

n /•  •**•       /•       above  the  Ifland  P«ro/,  which  makes  the  Se- 

iheFdUoUheRi^     paration  of  the  Lake  St.  Louis,  and  the  Lake 

Q     J  -^  "     des  deux  MontagneSf   (of  the   tiuo   Mountains  J, 

ver  bt.  i^aureiKe.     ^,^  ^^^j^  j^^  ^^  ^^  ^  jV^j^  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^ 

and  make  the  Canoes  pa fs  empty  in  a  Place  they  call /^  Troti^ 
(the  Holt)  :  Then  they  draw  them  to  Land,  and  make  a  Portage 
of  half  a  Quarter  or  a  League  ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  carry  the 
Canoe  with  all  the  Baggage  on  their  Shoulders.  This  is  to 
irvoid  a  fecond  Fall  called  le  Buiffon,  (the  Bujh).  This  is  a  fine 
Sheet  of  Water,  whieh -falls  from  a  flat  Rock  about  half  a  Foot 
high.  They  "might  eafe  themfelves  of  this  Trouble,  by  deep- 
ening a  little  the  Bed  of  a  fmall  River  which  runs  into  another 
above  the  Cafades :  The  Expence  would  not  be  great. 

S  ■    .  •    V  ^^  Above 
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Above  the  BuiJJhny  tke  River  is  a  Mile  wide,  and  the  Lands  on 
Rcflixicn  en  the 


fi»t  of  Cataro 
coui,  and  on  the 
Ifay  they  take  to  go 
thither. 


both  Sides  are  very  good,  ^nd  well  wooded. 
They  begin  to  clear  thole  which  are  on  the 
North  Side,  and  it  would  be  very  eafy  to 
make  a  Road  from  the  Point,  which  is  over 
againft  the  Ifland  Montreal^  to  a  Bay  which 
they  call  la  Galette.  Ihey  will  fhun  by  this 
forty  Leagues  of  Navigation,  which  the  Falls  render  almoft  im- 
practicable, and  very  tedious.  A  Fort  would  be  much  better  fitu- 
<ited  and  more  neceitary  at  la  Galette  than  at  Catarocoiiiy  bccaufe  a 
Tingle  Canoe  cannot  pifs  here  without  being  feen,  whereas  at 
Cataroceuif  they  may  llip  behind  the  lilands  without  being  ob- 
ferved  :  Moreover,  the  Lands  about  Gaktte  are  very  good, 
and  they  might  in  Confequence  have  always  Frovifions  in 
plenty,  which  would  fave  many  Charges.  Befides  this,  a  Bark 
might  go  in  two  Days  with  a  good  Wind  to  Niagara.  One  of 
the  Obje^ls  which  they  had  in  View  in  building  the  Fort  Ca- 
taroiouij  was  the  Trade  ,-with  the  Iroquois ;  but  thefe  Savages 
would  come  as  willingly  to  la  Galette,  ass  to  Catarecoui.  They 
would  have  indeed  fomething  further  to  go,  hut  they  would  avoid 
a  Paffage  of  eight  or  nine  Leagues,  which  they  mud  make  over 
the  Lake  Ontario :  In  fliort,  a  Fort  at/«  Gaktte  would  cover  the 
whole  Country,  vvhich  is  between  the  great  River  of  the  Ou- 
tuouaisy  and  the  River  St.  Laurence  i  for  they  cannot  come  into  this 
Country,  on  the  Side  of  the  River  St.  Laurence^  becaute  of  the 
Falls ;  and  nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  guard  the  Banks  ol^ 
the  River  of  the  Ouiaouais.  I  have  thefe  Remark*  from  a  Com- 
miflary  of  the  Marine  (a)y  who  was  fent  by  the  King  to  vifit 
all  the  dillan:  Polls  of  Canada. 

The  fame  Day,  May  the  third,  I  went  three  Leagues,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  Cedars ;  this  is  the  third  Fall ;  which  has  taken  its 
Name  from  the  Quantity  of  Cedars  tiiat  grew  in  this  Place  ;  but 
they  are  now  almofl:  all  cut  down.  On  the  fourth,  I  could  go  no 
farther  than  the  fourth  Fall,  which  is  called  the  Cctean  du  lac, 
(the  Hill  of  the  Lake)  tho*  it  is  but  two  Leagues  and  half  from 
the  other ;  becaufe  one  of  the  Canoes  burft.  You  'vill>  not  be 
furprifed.  Madam,  at  thefe  frequent  Wrecks,  when  you  know 
how  thefe  Gondola's  are  made.  I  believe  "hat  I  have  already 
told  you  that  there  are  two  Softs  of  them,  the  one  of  Elm  Bark, 
which  are  wider  and  more  clumfily  built,  but  commonly  bigger. 
I  know  none  but  the  Iroquois  who  have  any  of  this  Sort.  The 
others  are  of  the  Bark  of  Birch  Trees,  of  a  Width  lefs  in  Pro;, 
portion  than  their  Length,  and  much  better  made  :  It  is^thefe 
that  I  am  going  to  dcfcnb^,  becaufe  all  the  French,  and  almoft  all 
the  Savages,  ufe  them. 

(a-)  M.  dc  CUramhaut,  </'  Aieretnent, 

\'         .  Thej^ 
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They  lay  the  Bark,  which  is  very  thick,  on  flat  and  very  thin 
T)  fr'tt'     fth      ^^^^  made  of  Cedar  :  Thefe  Ribs  are  con- 
ej trip  ton oj     e    fined  their  whole  Length  by  fmall  Crofs-Bars, 
i^anoesof  Bark.  uur  ^up^^x-uo 

•'  which  feparate  the  Seats  of  the  Canoe  ;  two 

main  Pieces  of  the  fame  Wood,  to  which  thefe  little  Bars  are 
few'd,  ftrengthen  the  whole  Machine.  Between  the  Ribs 
jind  the  Bark  they  thruft  little  Pieces  of  Cedar,  which  are  thin- 
ner ftill  than  the  Ribs,  and  which  help  to  ftrengthen  the  Canoe, 
the  two  Ends  of  which  rife  by  Degrees,  and  infenfibly  end  in 
Ih^p  Points  that  turn  inwards.  Thefe  two  Ends  are  exadlly  alike; 
fo  that  to  change  their  Courfe,  and  turn  back,  the  Canoe-Mcn 
need  only  change  Hands.  He  who  is  behind  fteers  with  his 
Oar,  working  continually ;  and  the  greateft  Occupation  of  him 
who  is  forward,  is  to  take  Care  that  the  Canoe  touches  nothing 
to  burll  it.  They  fit  or  kneel  on  the  Bottom,  and  their  Oars  are 
Paddles  of  five  or  fix  Feet  long,  commonly  of  Maple  ;  but  when 
they  go  againft  a  Current  that  is  pretty  llrong,  they  muft  ufe  a 
?Qle,  and  ftand  upright.  One  muft  hate  a  good  deal  of  Praftice 
to  preferve  a  Ballance  in  this  Exercife,  for  nothing  is  lighter,  and 
(pf  Confequence  eafier  to  overfet,  than  thefe  Canoes  j  the  great- 
(;ft  of  which,  with  their  Loading,  does  not  draw  more  than  half 
H  Foot  Water. 

The  Bark  of  which  thefe  Canoes  are  made,  as  well  as  the  Ribs 
ftnd  the  Bars,  are  <ew*d  with  the  Roots  of  Fir,  which  are  more  plia- 
ble, and  dry  much  lefs  than  the  Czier.  All  the  Seams  are  gum'd 
vithin  and  without,  but  they  muft  be  viewed  every  Day,  to  fee 
that  the  Gum  is  not  peeled  off.  The  largeft  Canoes  carry  twelve 
Men,  two  upon  a  Seat ;  and  4000  /.  Weight.  Of  all  the  Sava- 
ges, the  moft  flcilful  Builders  of  Canoes  are  the  OuCaouaa  ;  and 
IP  general  the  Mgonquin  Nations  fucceed  herein  better  than  the 
Uurom.  Few  French  as  yet  can  make  them  even  tolerably ;  but  to 
|;ilide  ihem,  they  are  at  leail  as  (afe  as  the  Savages  of  tne  Coun- 
try »  and  they  pra£\ife  ^his  Exercife  from  their  Childhood.  All 
the  Canoes  even  the  fmalleft  carry  a  Sail,  and  with  a  good  Wind 
can  make  twenty  Leagues  in  a  Day.  Without  Sails  they  muft  be 
good  Canoe-Men  to  make  twelve  Leagues  in  a  dead  Water. 
From  the  Hill  of  the  Lake  to  Lake  5/.  Franfois^  is  but  a  good 
n^  1  J  I  (i,^  ^^^^  League,  This  Lake  which  I  pafled  the 
V/the  i.a.u  Dt.  g^^j^  j^  ^^^^^  Leagues  long,  and  three  Leagues 
r^n^ois.  ^.^  ^^  ^j^g  moft  m  its  greateft  Breadth.  The 

L,ands  on  both  Sides  are  low,  byt  they  feem  to  be  pretty  good. 
The  Courfe  from  Montreal  to  this  Place  is  a  little  to  the  South 
Weft  ;  and  the  Lake  of  St,  Francois  runs  Weft  South  Weft,  and 
E?vft  North  Eaft.  I  encamped  juft  above  it,  and  in  the  Night  I 
\va«  wakened  by  fome  piercing  Cries,  as  of  People  complain^ 
Jng,    J  was  frightened  at  firft,  but  foon  recovered  myfclf,  when 
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they  told  me  they  were  Huars,  a  kind  of  Cormorants  \  they  adJeJ 
that  thefe  Cries  were  a  certain  Sign  of  Wind  the  next  Day,  which 
proved  true. 

The  fixth  I  pafled  the  Che/naux  du  Lac^    they   call  thus   fom^ 
r%  1      P  J]  Camiisy  which    form   a    great    Number    of 

Uthir  talis.  iflands,    that  almoll  cover  the  River  in  this 

Place.     I  never  faw  a  Country  more  charming,  and  the  Land* 
appear  good.     The  reft  of  the  Day  we  employed  in  palling  the 
Falls,  the  moft  confiderable  of  which  they  call  the  MouUnet  j  it  is 
frightful  to  look  at,  and  we  had  a  great  deal  of  Trouble  to  geC 
thro'  it.     I  went  however  that  Day  near  feven  Leagues,  and  I 
encrimpedatthe  Botlomof  the  Long  Fall  i  this  is  aTort^tnt  half  a 
League  long,  which  the  Canoes  cannot  go  up  but  with  half  theif 
Loading ;  we  pafled  it  at  feven  in  the  Morning,  then  we  failtd 
till  three  o'clock  in  the  Afternoon  ;  but   then  the  Rain  obliged 
as  to  encamp,  and  detaineu  's  all  the  next  Day  :  There  fell  the 
eighth  a  little  Snow,  a»id  at  Night  it  froze  as  it  does  in  France 
the  Month  of  Jan.  we  were  neverthelefs  under  the  fame  Paral- 
lels as  tanruedoc.  The  ninth  we  pafTed  the  Flat  Fall,  about  feveit 
leagues  dillant  from  the  Long  Fall,  and  five  from  the  GalotSi 
which  is  the  laft  of  the  Falls.     La  Galettexs  a  League  and  a  half* 
further,  and  we  arrived  there  the  tenth.   I  could  not  fuffitientljf 
admire  the  Country  which  is  between  this  Bay  and  les  Galoti,  it 
is  impoflible  to  fee  finer  Forefts,  and  I  obfervcd  efpccially  fomd 
Oaks  of  an  extraordinary  Height. 
Five  or  fix  Leagu'^.^  Vom  la  Galctte,  there  is  an  Ifland  called 
Tonihata^  the  Soil  of  which   appears   pretty 
fertile,  and  which  h'  about   half  a  League 
long.     An  Iroquois^  whom  they  call  the  i^a* 
ker,  I  know  not  why,  a  very  fenftble  Man,,  and  well  affedled  td 
the  French,  obtained   the  Domain  of  it   from  the  late   Count  di 
Frontenac,  and  he  fliews  the  Writing  of  this  Grant  to  any  one  tha* 
will  fee  it  ;  he  has  neverthelefs  fold  the  Lordfhip^   for  four  Pots 
of  Brandy  ;  but  has  referved  to  himfelf  all  other  Profits  of  the 
Land,  and  has  afl"embled  here  eighteen  or  twenty  Families  of  hia 
Nation.     I  arrived  the  twelvth  in  his  Ifland,  and  I  paid  him  a 
Vifit ;  I  found  him   working  in  his  Garden,   which  is  not  the 
Cuflom  of  the  Savages  ;  but  he  afFefts  rII   the  Manners  of  the 
French :  H«^received  me  very  well,  and  would  treat  me,  but  the 
Finenefs  of  the  Weather  obliged  me  to  go  forward  ;  I  took  my 
Leave  of  him,  and  went  to  pafs  the  Night  two  Leagues  further, 
in  a  very  fine  Place.     I  had  ilill  thirteen  Leagues  to  Cata>  acorn  $ 
the  Weathe*-  was  fine,  the  Night  very  clear,  and  this  engag'd  us 
tq  embark  at  Three  in  the  Morning.     We   pafled  thro*  tke  mldft 
of  a  Kind  of  ArchiptlagOt  which  they  call  Miile  IJUs^  (the  Thou/and 
JJltSt)  and  I  b«liev«  there  are  above  five  hundred ;  When  we  are 
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parted  thefe  we  have  a  League  and  half  to  arrive  at  Cataroconi i 
the  River  is  more  open,  ana  is  at  leafl  half  a  League  wiJe  ; 
then  we  leave  upon  the  Right  three  great  Bays  pretty  deep, 
and  the  Fort  is  built  in  the  third. 

This  Fort  is  a  Square  with  four  Baftions  built  with  Stone, 
and  the  Ground  it  occupies  is  a  Quarter  of 
League  in  Compafs,  its  Situation  has  really 
fomething  vcvy  pleafant ;  the  Sides  of  tl;e 
River  prefent  every  Way  a  Landfcapc  well  v.ried,  and  it  is  the 
fan»e  at  the  Entrance  of  Lalce  Outarioj  which  is  but  a  fmall 
League  diftant  ;  it  is  full  of  Iflands  of  different  Sizes,  all  well 
wooded,  and  nothing  bounds  the  Horizon  on  that  Side  :  This 
Lake  was  fome  Time  called  St.  I.^uis,  afterv/ards  Frontcnac,  as 
well  as  the  Fort  of  Catarocsniy  of  which  the  Count  de  Frontenac 
was  the  Founder;  but  infenfibly  the  Lake  has  gained  its  antient 
Name,  which  is  Huron  or  Iroquois^  and  the  Fort  that  of  the 
Place  where  it  is  built.  The  Soil  from  this  Place  to  la  Galctte 
appears  fomething  barren,  but  this  is  only  on  the  Edges,  it  be- 
ing very  good  farther  on.  There  is  over-againll  the  Fort  a 
very  pretty  Ifland  in  the  midft  of  the  River ;  they  put  fome 
Swine  into  it,  which  have  multiplied,  and  given  it  the  Name 
of  IJle  des  Pores:  There  are  two  other  Jflands  ibmewhat  fmaller, 
which  are  lower,  and  half  a  League  dii>ant  from  each  other; 
one  is  called  the  IJle  of  Cedars y  the  other  IJlc  aux  Cerfs,  (Harts 
IJland).  The  Bay  of  Catarocoui  is  double,  that  is  to  fay  ^  that  al- 
moft  in  the  midft  of  it  there  is  a  Point  that  runs  out  a  great 
Way,  under  which  there  is  good  Anchorage  for  large  Barks. 
M.  de  la  SaUt  fo  famous  for  his  Difcoveries  and  his  Misfortunes, 
who  was  Lord  of  Cataracouij  and  Governor  of  the  Fort,  had 
two  or  three  here,  which  were  funk  in  this  Place,  and  remain 
there  ftill  :  Behind  the  Fort  is  a  Marfh  where  there  is  a 
great  Plenty  of  Wild  Fowl :  This'is  a  Benefit  to,  and  Employ- 
ment for,  the  Garrifon.  There  was  formerly  a  great  Trade 
here,  efpecially  with  the  Irot^uois ;  and  it  was  to  entice  them  to 
us,  as  well  as  to  hinder  their  canying  their  Skins  to  the  Eng- 
lijh,  and  to  keep  thefe  Savages  ih  Awe,  that  the  Fort  v/as  built: 
But  this  Trade  did  not  laft  long,  and  the  Fort  hias  not  hindered 
the  Barbarians  from  doing  us  a  great  deal  of  Mtfchief.  They 
have  ftill  fome  Families  here  on  the  Outfides  of  the  Place,  and 
there  are  alfo  fome  MiJ/ifaguex.^  an  Algonquin  Nation,  which  ftill 
have  a  Village  on  the  Weft  Side  of  Lake  Ontario,  another  at 
Niagara^  and  a  third  in  the  Streight. 

I  find  here.  Madam,  an  Opportunity  of  fending  my  Letters 
to  ^ebec:  I  ftiall  take  Advantage  bf  fome  leifure  Hours  to  fill 
up  this  with  what  I  have  further  to  fay  to  you  on  the  Difference 
n"  the  Languages  of  Canada,    Tliofe  who  hare  ftudied  them 
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perfetflly,  Tay  that  thofc  three  of  wliich  1  have  fpokcii  have  all 
the  Characters  of  primitive  Languages ;  and  it  is  certain  that 
they  have  not  the  fame  Origin  ;  yvhich  the  l*ronunciation  alone 
is  fufficient  to  prove.  The  Sjon  whilUes  in  fpeaking  ;  the  Hu- 
ron has  no  labial  Letter,  which  he  cannot  pronounce,  he  fpeaks 
in  the  Throat,  and  afperates  almoft  every  Syllable  ;  the  Algon- 
quin pronounces  with  more  Sweetnefs,  and  fpeaks  more  natu- 
turally.  I  can  learn  nothing  particular  of  the  iirll  of  thefe 
three  Languages,  but  our  Sntient  Miffionaries  have  much  flu- 
died  the  two  laft,  and  their  principal  Dialefts :  This  is  what  I 
have  heard  from  the  moll  fkilful. 

The  Huron  Language  has  a  Copioufnefs,  an  Energy,  and  a  Sub- 
limity perhaps  not  to  be  found  united  in  any  of  the  finefl  that 
we  know ;  and  thofe  whofe  native  Tongue  it  is,  tho'  they  are 
now  but  a  Handful  of  Men,  have  fuch  an   Elevation  of  Soul 
that  agrees  much  better  with  the  Majefty  of  their  Language, 
than  with  the  fad  State  to  which  they  are  reduced.     Some  have 
fancied  they  found  in  it   fome  Similitude  with  the  Hebrexv ; 
others,  and  the  greateft  Number,   have  maintained  it  had  the 
fame  Origin  as  the  Greek  ;  but  nothing  is  more  trifling  than  the 
Pro'ofs  they  bring  for  it.  We  mufl  not  depend  efpecially  upon  the 
Vocabulary  of  Brother  Gabriel  Saghard,  a  Recollet  who  hath  been 
cited  to  fupport  this  Opinion ;  much  lefs  on  thofe  oi  James  Car- 
tier  and  the  Baron  de  la  Hontan.     Thefe  three   Authors  took  at 
Random  fome  Terms,  fome  of  v/hich  were  Htiroriy  others  y^/. 
gsnquiit,  which  they  ill  retained,  and  which  often  iignified  quite 
different  from  what  they  thought.     And  how  many  Errors  have 
been  occafioned  by  fuch  Milcakes  of  many  Travellers. 
The  Algonquin  Language  has  not  fo  much  Force  as  the  Httron^ 

r-L      ci      i^ .1      but  has  more  Sweetnefs  and  Elegance:  Boih 

Lharader  of  the    ,  n-urrr«         n-  \t     •         " 

Ai  .      ■;  have  a  Richnefs  of  LxprelUons,  a  Variety  of 

°  ^""     Turns,  a  Propriety  of  Terms,  a  Regularity 

y^    *  •'  which  artonifli  :  But  what  is  more  furprifing 

is,  that  among  thefe  Barbarians  who  never  iludy  to  fpcak  well, 
and  who  never  had  the  Ufe  of  Writing,  there  is  not  intro- 
duced a  bad  Word,  an  improper  Term,  or  a  vicious  Conilruc- 
tion  ;  and  even  Children  preierve  all  the  Purity  of  the  Lan- 
guage in  their  common  Difcourfe.  On  the  other  Hand,  the 
Manner  in  which  they  animate  all  they  fay,  leaves  no  Room  :o 
doubt  of  their  compreh-^nding  all  the  Worth  of  their  Exprefli- 
ons,  and  all  the  Beauty  of  their  Language.  The  Dialedls  which 
are  derived  from  both,  have  not  prefervcd  all  their  Beauties, 
nor  the  fame  Force.  The  Tfonnonthouans^  for  Inflance  (this  is  one 
of  the  five  Iroquois  Cantons)  pafs  among  the  Savages  to  have  a 
vulgar  or  rude  Language. 
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In  the  Huron  all  is  conjugated ;  a  certain  Device  which  I 

0    ^'    I    '^'     /.  cannot  well  explain  to  you,  diftinguifties  the 

Particularitmof  ^^^^^^  ^j^^  j^^^^^^  ^^^  Pronouns,    the  Ad- 

m   Huron  Lan.    ^^^^^^^  ^^    r^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^j^ 

S'*^Z''  Conjugation,  one  abfolute,  and  the  other  re- 

ciprocal ;  the  third  Perfons  have  the  two  Genders,  for  there  are 
but  two  in  thefe  Languages ;  that  is  to  fay^  the  noble  and  the 
ignoble  Gender.  As  to  the  Numbers  and  Tenfes,  they  have  the 
lame  Differences  as  in  the  Greek:  For  Inftance,  to  relate  Travels, 
they  exprcfs  themfelves  differently  according  as  it  was  by  Land, 
or  by  Water.  The  Verbs  aftive  multiply  as  often  as  there  are 
Things  which  fall  under  Adion;  as  the  Verb  which  fignifies  to 
eat  varies  as  many  Times  as  there  are  Thines  to  eat.  The  Adlion 
is  expreffed  differently  in  Refpeft  to  any  thing  that  has  Life,  and 
an  inanimate  Thing  ;  thus  to  fee  a  Man,  ana  to  fee  a  Stone,  are 
two  Verbs ;  to  make  Ufe  of  a  Thing  that  belongs  to  him  that 
ufes  it,  or  to  him  to  whom  we  fpeak,  are  two  difi'erent  Verbs. 

There  is  fomething  of  all  this  in  the  Algonquin  Language,  tho* 
1   p     .    ,    .  .      -    not  the  fame,  of  which  1  am  not  able  to  give 

.tfyT-'V-^  any  Account.  Notwithftanding,  Madam,  if 
theAXgoxi^umLan-    ^^^^  ^^^  jj^^j^  j  ^^^^  ^^^^  j^  ^^jf^^^^  ^^^^  Jj^^ 

i"^S^'  Richnefs  and  Variety  of  thefe  Languages  ren- 

ders them  extremely  difficult  to  learn  j  their  Poverty  and  Barren* 
nels  produces  no  lefs  Difficulty :  For  as  thefe  People,  when  we  firft 
converfed  with  them,  were  ignorant  of  almoft  every  Thing  they 
did  not  ufe,  or  which  did  not  fall  under  their  Senfes,  they  wanted 
Terms  to  exprefs  them,  or  they  had  let  them  fall  into  Oblivion : 
Thus,  having  no  regular  Worfhip,  and  forming  of  the  Deity, 
and  of  every  Thing  which  relates  to  Religion,  but  confufed 
Ideas,  not  making  fcarce  any  Reflexions  but  on  the  Objects  of 
their  Senfes,  and  on  nothing  which  did  not  concern  their  own 
Affairs,  which  were  confined  within  a  fmall  Compafs,  and  not 
being'accuflomed  to  difcourfe  on  the  Virtues,  the  PaiEons,  and 
many  other  Subjefts  of  our  common  Converfation  ;  not  cultivat- 
ing any  Arts,  but  thofe  which  were  neceffary  for  them,  and  which 
were  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  Number  j  nor  any  Science,  only 
obferving  what  was  within  their  Ability ;  and  for  Life,  having 
nothing  fuperfluous,  nor  any  Refinement :  When  we  wanted  to 
fpeak  to  them  of  thefe  Things,  we  found  a  great  Vacuity  in 
their  Languages,  and  we  were  obliged,  in  order  to  make  our- 
felves  underftood,  to  fill  them  up  with  Circumlocutions  that  were 
troublefome  to  them  as  well  as  to  us :  So  that  after  having  learnt 
of  them  their  Language,  we  were  obliged  to  teach  them  another, 
compofcd  partly  of  their  own  Terms,  and  partly  of  our's  tranf- 
lated  into  Huron  and  Algonquin^  to  make  the  Pronunciajtion 
cafy  to  them.     As  to  Charadcn  they  had  none,  and  they  fup- 
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plied  the  Defeft  by  a  Sort  of  Hieroglyphicks.  Nothing  fur- 
prifed  them  more  than  to  fee  us  exprefs  ourfelvcs  as  eafily  by 
writing  as  by  fpeaking. 

If  it  is  aflced  how  we  know  that  the  Sicuy  the  Huron,  and  the 
jlJgonquin,  are  rather  Mother  Tongues  than  fome  of  thofe  which 
we  look  upon  as  their  Dialefts,  I  anfwer,  that  it  is  not  cafy  to 
jniftake  in  this,  and  I  think  there  needs  no  other  Proof  than  the 
Words  of  the  Abbe  Dubo/s,  which  I  have  already  cited  ;  but  in 
fhort,  as  we  can  judge  here  only  by  Comparifon,  iF  frcm  thefe 
Reflexions  we  may  conclude  that  the  Languages  of  all  the  Savagea 
of  CanadaZTC  derived  from  thofe  three  which  I  have  noted,  I  allow 
it  does  not  prove  abfolutely  that  thefe  are  primitive,  and  of  the 
£rft  Inftitu-  tion  of  Languages.  T  add,  thatihcfe  People  have  in 
their  Difcourfe  fomcthing  of  the  j^fctic  Genius,  \yhich  gives 
Things  a  Turn,  and  figurative  ExprelTicns  ;  and  this  is,  perhaps, 
what  has  perfuaded  fome  Perfcns  that  they  derive  their  Origin 
from  JJia,  which  feems  probable  enough. 

The  People  of  the  Huron  Language  have     ,.ays  applied  them- 
felves  more  than  the  others  to  cultivating  the  Land;  they  have 
alfo  extended   themfclves  much  lefs,  which  has  produced   two 
EfFefts :  For  in  the  fir  ft  Place,   they  are  better  fettled,  better 
lodged,  and  better  fortified  ;  and  there  has  always  been  amongft 
them  more  Policy,    and  a  more  diflinguifhed  Form  of  Gover- 
ment.     The  Quality  of  Chief,  at  leaft  among  the  true  Hurons, 
which  are  ihtTictincatatcst  is  Hereditary.  In  the  ftcond  Place,  till 
the  IroquohWars,  of  which  wc  have  been  WitnefTes,  their  Coun. 
try  was  more  peopled,  though  they  never  allowed  Polygamy, 
They  are  alfo  reputed  more  indudrious,  more  dexterous  in  their 
Affairs,  and  more  prudent  in  their  Refoluticns;  which  cannot  be 
attributed  but  to  a  Spirit  of  Society,  which  they  have  prcfcrved 
better  than  the  otherc.  This  is  remarkedparticularly  of  the  Hurnm, 
that  tho' fcarcely  any  longer  a  Nation,  and  reduced  to  two  Villa- 
ges not  very  large,  and  at  a  great  Diftance  one  from  the  other  ; 
yet  they  are  the  Soul  of  all  the  Councils,  when  they  confult  on 
any  general  Affairs.     It  is  true,   that  in  Spite  of  that  Differ- 
ence which  is  not  feen  at  the  firft  Glance,  there  is  much  Refem- 
blance  in  the  Senfe,  the  Manners,  and  all  the  Cultoms  of  the 
Savages  of  Canada  ;  but  this   is   the  Confequence  of  the  Inter- 
courie  which  has  been  always  between  them  for  many  Ages. 

This  would  be  the  Place  to  fpeak  to  you  concerning  the  Go- 
vernment of  thefe  People,  of  their  Culloms,  and  of  their  Re- 
ligion ;  but  I  fee  nothing  in  this  yet  but  a  Chaos,  which  it  is 
impoffible  for  me  to  clear  up. 

There  are  fome  Travellers  who  make  no  Scruple  to  fill  their 
Journals  with  whatever  they  hear  faid,  without  troubling  them- 
fclves about  the  Truth  of  any  Thing.  You  would  not,  doubtlefs, 
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have  me  follow  their  Example,  and  impofe  upon  you  for  Truili 
all  the  extravagant  Things  that  have  been  placed  to  the  Ac- 
count of  our  Savages,  or  that  have  been  taken  ai  they  could 
from  their  Traditions.  Thcfc  Traditions,  on  the  other  Hand, 
are  fo  little  to  be  relied  on,  and  almort  always  contradift  each 
other  fo  grofsly,  that  it  is  almoft  impolTible  to  difcover  any 
Thing  from  them  that  may  be  depended  on.  In  Fad,  how 
could  fuch  People,  as  we  found  thcfc,  tranfmit  faithfully  down 
to  Portcrity  what  has  paifcd  between  them  for  fo  many  Ages,  hav- 
ing nothing  to  help  their  Memory  ?  And  can  we  conceive  that 
Men,  who  think  fo  little  of  Futurity,  fliould  ever  bufy  them- 
felves  about  what  is  part,  to  make  any  faithful  Records  of  it  ? 
So  that  after  all  the  Enquiries  that  could  be  matk*,  we  are  fliil 
at  a  Lofs  to  know  what  was  the  Situation  of  Canada  when 
we  made  the  lirll  Difcovery  thereof,  about  the  Middle  of  the 
fixth  Century. 

The  only  Point  of  their  Hiftory,  which  is  derived  to  us  with 
any  Sort  of  Probability,   is  tlie  Origin  of  the 
War,  which  M.  de  Chaiv.phin  found  very  much 
kindled    between  the    Jroquois    on  the  one 
Side,  and  the  Hurons  and  Algotiquins  on  the 
other;    and   in   which  he   engaged   himfelf 
much  more  than   was  agreeable  Jto  our  true 
Intereft.   I  cannot  difcover  the  firft  Beginning 
of  this  War,  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  very  antient.  What  I  fhall 
fay  about  it,  I  give  you  Notice  before  Hand,    I  do  not  war- 
rant the  Truth  of,  though  I  have  it  from  pretty  good  Authority. 
The  Algovquinst  as  1  have  already  obferved,  poffeffed  all  that 
Extent  of  Country  which  is  from  ^ebecy  and  perhaps  a!fo  from 
Tadoufac  quite  to  the  Lake  of  NipiJ/ingy  following  the  North  Shore 
of  the  River  St.  Laurence^  and  going  up  the  great  River,  which 
runs  into  it  above  the  Ifle  of  Montreal.     By  this  we  my  judge 
that  this  Nation  was  then  very  numerous  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that 
for  a  long  Time  it  made  a  very  great  Figure  in  this  Part  of 
America^  where  the  Hurons  were  alone  in  a  Condition  to  difpute 
with  them  the  Pre-eminence  over  all  the  reft.     For  the  Chace 
they  had  no  Equals,  and  for  War  they  acknowledged  no  Supe- 
riors.    The  few  who  remain  to  this  Day,  have  not  decjenerated 
from  the  antient  Merit  of  this  Nation,   and  their  Misfortunes 
have  not  yet  leffened  their  Reputation.     The  Iroquois  had  made 
with  them  a  Kind  of  Confederacy,  very  ufeful  to  both  Sides  j  but 
which  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Savages,  amongft  whom   a  great 
Hunter  and  a  great .  Warrior  are  equally  efteemed,  gave  the 
Algonquins  a  real  Superiority  over  the  Iroquois.    The  latter,  almoft 
wholly  employed  in  the  Culture  of  the  Lands,  had  engaged  to 
give  Part  of  their  Harveft  to  the  Algonquins  j  who,  on  their  Side, 
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were  to  divide  with  them  the  Fruit  of  the  Chace,  and  to  defend 
tht'm  agriinft  wlioever  fiiould  undertake  to  dilliirb  them.  The 
r-Ao  Nations  lived  thus  a  long  Time  in  a  good  Undcrllanding ; 
but  an  ill  timed  Haughtincfs  on  one  Side,  and  a  Refentment,  which 
was  not  e.xpeded,  on  the  other  Side,  broke  this  Union,  and 
made  a  f^iarrel  between  thefe  two  People  that  hath  been  never 
reconciled. 

As  Winter  is  the  great  Seafon  for  the  Chace,  and  that  the 
F,;uth,  then  covered  with  Snow,  gives  no  Employment  to  them 
who  cultivate  it,  the  two  Confeaerate  Nations  joined  together 
to  winter  in  the  Woods ;  but  the  Iroquois  commonly  left  the  Chace 
to  the  Algojiquhisy  and  contented  themfelves  with  fleain^  the  Beafts, 
drying  the  1'  lefh,  and  taking  Ciire  of  the  Skins.  This  is  at  prefent 
every  where  the  Work  of  the  Women,  perhaps  then  it  was  not 
the  Cultoni  :  However,  the  Iroquois  made  no  Difiiculty  of  it.  From 
Time  to  Time,  however,  fome  of  them  took  a  Fancy  to  try 
themfelves  in  the  Chace,  and  the  yJIgon quins  6.1^  not  oppofe  it,  in 
which  they  were  bad  Politicians. 

It  happened  one  V\  inter,  that  a  Troop  of  both  Nations  ftopped 
In  a  Place  where  they  expeded  Plenty  of  Game,  and  fix  young 
/llgonquins,  accompanied  with  as  many  Iroquois  of  the  fame  Age, 
were  detached  to  begin  the  Chace.  They  prefently  difcovered 
fome  Elks,  and  they  all  prepared  themfelves  diredlly  to  purfue 
them ;  but  the  Algouquins  would  not  fufFer  the  Iroquois  to  fol- 
low them,  and  gave  them  to  underlland  that  they  would  have 
enough  to  do  to  Ilea  the  Beads  they  Hiould  kill.  Unfortunately 
for  thefe  Boallers,  three  Days  paffed  without  their  being  able  to 
bring  down  a  fingle  Orignal,  though  a  great  Number  came  in 
Sight.  This  bad  Succefs  mortified  them,  and  probably  was  no 
Difpleafure  to  the  Iroquois ^  who  earnelUy  defired  to  obtain  Leave 
to  go  another  Way,  where  they  hoped  to  be  more  fuccefsful. 
Their  Propofal  was  received  by  the  Algonquins^  as  was  formerly 
that  by  the  Brothers  of  Davids  which  the  young  Shepherd  made 
to  go  and  fight  with  the  Giant  Goliah:  They  told  them  that  they 
were  very'  vain  to  pretend  to  have  more  bkill  than  the  Algon- 
quins ;  it  was  their  Bufinefs  to  dig  the  Earth,  and  that  they  fhould 
leave  tiie  Chace  to  thofe  that  were  fit  for  it.  The  Iroquois^  en- 
raged at  this  Anfwer,  made  no  Reply ;  but  the  next  Night  they 
departed  privately  for  the  Chace.  'The  A 'gonquins  were  furprifed 
in  the  Morning  at  not  feeing  them,  but  their  Surprife  was  foon 
changed  into  extreme  Vexation  ;  for  in  the  Evening  of  the  fame 
Day,  they  faw  the  Iroquois  returning  loaded  with  the  Flelh  of 
Ori^nals.  There  are  no  Men  in  the  World  who  are  more  fuf- 
ceptible  of  Spite,  and  who  carry  the  EfFetts  of  it  further  : 
The  Refttlt  of  that  of  the  Algojiquins  was  fudden :  The  Iroquois 
were  no  fooner  afleep   than  they  were  all  knocked  on  the  Head. 

Such 


126  'An  Hijlcrlcal  jfcurnal  of 

Such  an  AfTaffination  could  not  be  long  a  Secret ;  and  though 
the  Bodies  were  buried  privately,  the  Nation  \v«i3  foon  informed 
of  it.  At  firll,  they  complained  with  Moderation,  but  infilled 
on  having  tb.e  Murderers  puniilicd.  They  were  too  much  dcf- 
pifed  to  obtain  this  Jullicc :  The  Algotuiuins  would  not  fubmit  to 
iiiake  even  the  lead  Satisfaiflion. 

The  Ircqiiois  in  Defpair  made  a  firm  Refolutlon  to  be  revenged 
„-,      <i      I    f    ^'^*'  ^^^^^  fcornful  Treatment,   which  irriated 
,.   ^^  *^^^^'     ^     themmore  than  the  AfTaflination  of  v/liich  they 
^*  complained.     They  fworc  they  x'.ould  ail  die 

to  the  laft  Man,   or  have    Satisfadlion ;  but  as  they  perceived 
thcmfelves  not  in  a  Condition  to  cope  with  iv.c  Jh^cnqiiit:s,  v/iiofe 
Name  alone  kept  almort  all  the  other  Nations  in  Awe,  t'.ey  de- 
parted from  them  a  great  Diftance,  to  make  a  Proof  of  their 
Arms  againft  lefs  formidable  Enemies,  which  they  did  by  Way 
of  Diverfion  ;   and  when  they  thcuj^ht   thcmfelves   fuliiciently 
inured  to  War,  they  fell  fuddcr.ly   en  the  Algtnquins,   and  began 
a  War  of  which  we  only  faw  the  End,   and  which  fct  all  Canada 
in  a  Flame.     It  was  continued  on  the  Side  of  the  Ircp:ois  with  a 
Ficrccnefa  fo  much  the   mi/e  terrible,  as  it  was  the  n.(;rj  deli- 
berate, and  had  nothing  cf  that  precipitate  Fury  whicii  hinders 
TvTeafurcs  from  being  well  taken.     Tv^f^reovcr,  the  Savages  do  not 
think  thcmfelves  thoroughly  revenged,  but  by  the  utter  Deftruc- 
tion  of  their  EntmieG,  and  this  is  ilill  truer  of  the  Iroquois  than 
of  the  reft.     They  fay  commonly  of  them,   that  they  tome  like 
Poxes,  they  attack  lil;o  J.ions,  and  fly  away  like  Birds.     Thus 
they  feldom  fail  in  their  Attempts  ;  and  this  Condudl  has  made 
them  foluccefsfnl,  th.at  had  it  not  been  for  the  French^  there  would 
perhaps  be  no  Mention  made  at  this  Day  of  any  of  the  Nations 
who  have  dared  to  cppofe  this  Torrent.     Thofe  who  fufFercd 
thcmofl  v/ere  the  Huro7:s,  W/ho  were  engaged  as  Allies  or  Neigh- 
bours of  the  A!goiiq:iws^  or  becaufe  their  Country  ky  in  the  Way 
between  both.     VVe  Iiave  {cci\   with  Aftonifliment,  one  of  the 
molt  numerous  Nations,  and  the  rncil  warlike  of  this  Continent, 
and  the  moil  citcemed  of  all  for  their  Wifdom  and  Underftand- 
ing,  difappear  almoft  entirely  in  a  fcw  Years.   We  may  alfo  fay, 
that  there  is  not  a  ?vIation  in  this  Part  oi  America^  which  has  not 
fufrercd  greatly  by  the  Iroqucis  beiiig  obliged  to  take  up  Arms ; 
and  I  know  of  none  but  the  Ahcnc.quis  in  all  Canada^  whom  they 
have  not  dared  t()  diiturb  in  their  own  Country  :  For  fince  they 
have  taken  a  Talle  for  War,  they  cannot  remain  long  quiet,  like 
Lions,  who  by  the  Sight  and  Tafte  of  Blood,  increafe  their  in- 
fatiable  Thiril  for  it.     One  would  hardly  believe  how  far  they 
have  travelled  to  feek  Men  to  iight  with.      Neverthclefs,  by 
being  thus  continually  at  WV,  a«  they  have  from  Time  to  Time 
met  with  very  great  Checks,  they  £nd  thcmfelves  greatly  dir 
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miniflied ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  Prifoners  which  they  have 
brought  from  all  Parts,  and  the  grcatell  Number  of  which  tliejr 
have  adopted,  their  Situation  would  not  be  much  more  happy 
than  that  of  the  Nations  they  have  fubducd. 

What  has  happened  in  this  Refpeft  to  the  Iroquois^  maybe  faid 
with  more  Rcalon  of  all  the  other  Savages  of  this  Country,  and 
it  is  not  ilrange  if,  as  I  have  already  obfcrved,  thefe  Nations  de- 
creafe  every  Day  in  a  very  fcnfiblc  Manner.  For  though  their 
Wars  do  not  appear  at  firft  fo  deftruftive  as  our's,  they  are  much 
more  fo  in  Proportion.  The  moft  numerous  of  thcfc  Nations 
has  never  had  perhaps  more  than  fixty  thouiand  Souls,  and  from 
Time  to  Tine  there  is  much  Blood  fpilt.  A  Surprize,  or  a  Cduj> 
de  Main,  fometimes  deftroys  a  whole  Town  ;  and  often  the  i'car 
of  an  Irruption  drives  a  whole  Canton  to  forfalce  tlicir  Country, 
and  then  thefe  Fugitives,  to  avoid  dying  by  the  Sword  of  their 
Enemies,  or  by  Torture,  expofe  themfelves  to  perifti  by  Hun- 
ger and  Cold  m  the  Woods  or  on  the  Mountains,  becaufe  they 
feldom  have  Leifure  or  Precaution  to  carry  Provifions  with  them. 
This  has  happened  in  the  laft  Age  to  a  great  Number  of  M' 
gonquinj  and  Huront,  of  whom  we  could  never  hear  any  Ac- 
count. 
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LETTER    XII. 

ji  Defcription  of  the  Country  up  to  the  Ri'ver  of  the  Onjnontacue*.* 
Of  the  Flux  and  Reflux  in  the  great  Lakes  of  Canada.  The 
Manner  hoiju  the  Sa'vnges  Jing  their  IFar-Song.  Of  the  God  of  War 
among  ji  thefe  People.  Of  the  Declaration  of  IVar.  Of  the  Necklacer 
of  Shells  :  And  of  the  Calumet :  And  of  their  Cujltms  of  Pence 
uftd  War, 

Madam,  Famine  Bay,  May  i6, 

I  Have  the  Misfortune  to  be  detained  here  by  a  contrary  Wind^ 
which  in  all  Appearance  will  laft  .1  long  Time,  and  keep 
me  in  one  of  the  v/orft  Places  in  the  World. 

I  (hall  amufe  myfelf  with  writing  to  you.  Whole  Armies  of 
thofe  Pigeons  they  call  Tourtes  pafs  by  here  continually  j  if  one 
of  them  would  carry  my  Letter,  you  would  perhaps  have  News 
of  me  before  I  leave  this  Place  :  But  the  Savages  never  thought 
of  bringing  up  Pigeons  for  this  Purpofe,  as  they  fay  the  Arabi 
and  many  other  Nations  formerly  did. 
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I  embarked  the  14th,  exaftly  at  the  fame  Hour  I   arrived  .it 

Catarocoui  the  Evening  before.     I  had  but  fix 

Leagues  to  go  to  the  Iflc  of  Chcvreuils,  ( Roe- 

Bucks)  where  there  is  a  pretty  I'ort  that  can 

receive  large  Barks ;  but  my  Canadians  had 

not  examined  their  Canoe,  and  the  Sun  had 

melted  the  Gum  of  it  in  many  Places  ;  it 

took  Water  every  where,  and   1  was  forced 

to  lofe  two  whole  Hours  to  repair  it  in  one  of  the  Iflands  at  the 

Entrance  of  the  Lake  Ontario.     After  that  we  failed  till  Ten 

■  o'clock  at  Night,  without  being  able  to  reach  the  Ifle  of  Chev- 

reuilst  and  we  were  obliged  to  pafs  the  rcll  of  the  Night  in  the 

Corner  of  a  Foreft. 

This  was  the  firft  Time  I  perceived  fome  Vines  in  the  Wood. 

Of  th   V        f    '^^^^'^  wcxQ  almoft  as  many  as  Trees  ;  to  the 

.  p    -^  J        '"     •'      Top  of  which  they  rife.     I  had  not  yet  made 

this  Remark,  becaule  I  had  always  till  then 
'Hopped  in  open  Places  ;  but  they  aflare  me  it  is  the  fame  every 
where,  quite  to  Mexico.  The  Stocks  of  thcfe  Vines  are  very  large, 
and  they  bear  many  Bnnches  of  Grapes  ;  but  the  Grapes  are 
fcarcely  fo  big  as  a  Pea  ;  and  this  mul^  be  fo,  as  the  Vines  are 
not  cut  nor  cultivated.  When  they  are  ripe,  it  is  a  good  Manna 
for  the  Bears,  who  feek  for  them  at  the  Tops  of  the  highell 
Trees.  They  have,  neveithelefs,  but  the  Leavings  of  the  iJirds, 
who  have  foon  gathered  the  Vintage  of  whole  Forells. 

I  fetout  early  next  Morning,  and  at  Eleven  o'Clock  I  (lopped 
at  the  Ifle  auxGaUotSy  three  Leagues  beyond  the  Ifle/j^.v  Chc-vres, 
(of  Goats  J,  in  4.3".  33'.  I  re-einbarked  about  Noon,  and  made  a 
Traverfe  of  a  League  and  a  half,  to  gain  the  Point  of  th:  Tra- 
njerfe.  If  to  come  hither  from  the  Place  where  I  paHed  the 
Night,  I  had  been  obliged  to  coall  the  Continent,  I  fliould 
have  had  above  forty  Leagues  to  make  ;  and  we  muft  do  this, 
when  the  Lake  is  not  verv  calm;  for  if  it  is  the  leaft  ag-i- 
tated,  the  Waves  are  as  high  as  in  the  open  Sea  :  It  is  not  eve.'i 
poflible  to  fail  under  the  Coalt,  when  the  Win^  blows  hard  from 
the  Lake.  From  the  Point  of  the  Ifle  aux  Ga/lots,  we  fee  to 
the  Weft  the  River  Chougueft,  otherwifc  called  the  River  d'On- 
nontague^  which  is  fourteen  Leagues  ofl^.  As  the  Lake  was  calm, 
and  there  was  no  Appearance  of  bad  Weather,  and  we  had  a 
little"  Wind  atEaft,  which  was  but  jull  enough  to  carry  a  Sail,  I 
refolved  to  make  diredly  for  this  River,  that  I  might  fave  fifteen 
or  twenty  Leagues  in  going  round.  My  Conduftors,  who  had 
more  Experience  than  myfelf,  judged  it  a  dangerous  Attempt ; 
but,  out  of  Complaifance,  they  yielded  to  my  Opinion. — The 
Beauty  of  the  Country  which  I  quitted  on  the  Left  Hand,  did 
not  tempt  me  any  more  than  the  Salmon,  and  Numbers  of  other 
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excelltut  Filh,  which  they  take  in  fix  fine  Rivers  which  are  at 
two  or  three  Leagues  Diftancc  one  from  the  other  (aj  :  We  took 
then  to  the  open  Lake,   and  till  Four  o'Clock  wc  had  no  Caufe 
to  repent  of  it ;  but  then  the  Wind  rofe  fuddenly,  and  we  would 
willingly  have  been  nearer  the  Shore.  We  made  towards  the  near- 
eft,  from  which  wc  were  then  three  Leagues  off,  and  we  had  much 
Trouble  to  make  it.     At  length,  at  Seven  at  Night  we  landed  at 
Famine  Bay  ;  thus  named,  fince  M.  de  la  Barret   Governor  Gene- 
ral of  Nc'Tv  Franccy  had   like  to  have  loll  all  his  Army  here  by- 
Hunger  and  Diftempers,  going  to  make  War  with  the  Iroquois, 
It  was  Time  for  us  to  get  to  Land  ;  for  the  Wind  blew  ftrong, 
Pj  r       •       f       andthe  Wives  ran /ohieh,  that  one  would  not 
Uejcrtptton  0/        ^^^^  ventured  to  pafs  the  Seine  at  Paris y  over- 
t  amine  Hay.  ^„^\^[\  the  Lou^>re,  in  fuch  Weather.     As  to 

the  reft,  this  Place  is  very  fittodeftroy  an  Army,  which  depends 
on  the  Chace  or  the  Fifiiery  for  their  Subfiftencc,  befides  that 
the  Air  appears  to  be  very  unhealthy  here.  But  nothing  is  finer 
than  the  Woods  that  cover  the  Borders  of  the  Lake  :  Tne  white 
and  red  Oaks  rife  up  here  even  to  the  Clouds.  There  is  alfo 
here  a  Tree  of  the  largell  Kind  ;  the  Wood  of  which  is  hard, 
but  brittle,  and.  much  refembles  that  of  the  Plane-Tree :  The 
Leaf  has  five  Points,  is  of  a  middle  Size,  a  \try  fine  Green  on 
the  Infide,  and  whitifti  without.  It  is  called  here  the  Cotton-Trect 
becaufe  in  a  Shell  nearly  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Korfe  Chefnut,  it 
bears  a  Kind   of  Cotton  ;    which  appears,  neverthelefs,  of  no 

Ufe. As  I  walked  upon  the  Side  of  the  Lake,  I  obferved 

that  it  lofes  Ground  on  this  Side  fenfibly  :  This  is  evident, 
becaufe  for  the  Space  of  half  a  League  in  Depth  the  Land  i.s 
much  lower  and  more  fandy  than  it  is  beyond.  I  have 
obferved  alfo  in  this  Lake  (and  they  aflureme  the  fame  happens 
in  all  the  others)  a  Kind  of  Flux  and  Reflux  almoft  momentane- 
ous  ;  fome  Rocks  which  are  pretty  near  the  Shore  being  covered 
and  uncovered  feveral  Times  within  the  Space  of  a  Qgarter  of 
an  Hour,  although  the  Surface  of  the  Lake  was  very  c?!m,  and 
there  was  fcarce  any  Wind.  After  having  confidered  this  fome 
Time,  I  imagined  it  might  proceed  from  Springs  which  are  at  the 
Bottom  of  the  Lake,  and  from  the  Shocks  of  thofe  Currents 
with  thofe  of  the  Rivers,  which  flow  in  from  all  Parts,  and  which 
produce  thefe  intermitting  Motions, 

(a)  The  River  of  the  j^Jfumit'wn,  a  League  from  the  Point  of  the  Tra^ 
•verft  ;  that  of  Sa/^Ls,  three  Leagues  further;  that  of  la  Plancbe,  (the  Plank) 
two  Leagues  further  ;  that  of  b  grande  Fam'mf,  (the  great  Famine)  two 
Leagues  more  ;  that  of  /a petite  Famine,  (the  little  Famine)  0x19  League;  that 
«f  la  grojj'e  Econr,  (the  th'nk  Bark)  one  League. 

A  Bur 
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But  would  you  believe,   Madam,  that  in  this  Seafon,  and  in 

Whv  the  Trees      ^^  Degrees  Latitude,   there  is  not  yet  a  Leaf 

,       ^   ,  upon  the  Trees,  though  we  have  fometimes  as 

Tl/'^LTT^r  great  Heat  as  you  have  in  the  Month  of  July, 
theMonth  ./May.     |j^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^j,  j^^  ^.^^^^^^  Doubt,  be- 

caufe  the  Earth,  which  has  been  covered  with  Snow  feveral 
Months,  is  not  yet  heated  enough  to  open  the  Pores  of  the 
Roots,  and  to  maKe  the  Sap  rife.  For  the  reft,  the  great  and  the 
little  Famine  do  not  deferve  the  Name  of  Rivers  ;  they  are  but 
Brooks,  efpecially  the  laft,  but  are  pretty  well  ftocked  with  Fiih. 
There  are  nerc  fome  Eagles  of  a  prodigious  Bignefs.  My  Peo- 
ple have  juft  now  taken  down  a  N«ft,  which  confifled  of  a  Cart 
Load  of  Wood,  and  two  Eagles  which  were  not  yet  fledged,  and 
which  were  bigger  than  the  largeft  Hen  Turkeys  :  They  cat 
them,  and  found  them  very  good. 

1  returned  to  Catarocoui  j  where,  the  Night  that  I  ftaid  there, 
I  was  Witnefs  to  a  Scene  that  was  fomething  curious.  About 
Ten  or  Eleven  ©'Clock  at  Night,  juft  as  I  was  going  to  Bed,  I 
heard  a  Cry,  which  they  told  me  was  a  War-Cry  ;  and'  a  little 
after,  I  faw  a  Company  of  MiJJi/aguex  enter  the  Fort  finging. 
Some  Years  fince,  thefe  Savages  engaged  themfelves  in  the 
War  which  the  Iroquois  make  with  the  Cberokeest  a  pr/Btty  nume- 
rous People,  who  inhabit  a  fine  Country  to  the  South  of  Lake 
Erie^  aiid  lince  that  1  ime  the  young  People  are  eager  for  War. 
Three  or  four  of  thefe  Heroes,  equipped  as  for  a  Mafquerade, 
their  Faces  painted  in  a  horrible  Manner,  and  followed  by  almoft 
all  the  Savages  who  live  about  the  Fort,  after  having  run  thro* 
all  their  Cabins  finging  their  War-Song  to  the  Sound  of  the 
Chichikoue  (a)^  came  to  do  the  fame  in  all  the  Apartments  of  the 
Fort,  in  Honour  to  the  Commandant  and  the  Officers.  I  confefs 
to  you.  Madam,  that  there  is  fomething  in  this  Ceremony  which 
fills  one  with  Horror  the  firft  Time  one  fees  it ;  and  I  found  by 
it  what  I  had  not  fo  fenfibly  perceived  before,  as  I  did  then,  <v/x. 
that  I  was  amongft  Barbarians :  Their  Singing  has  always  fome- 
thing mournful  and  difmal  ;  but  here  I  found  in  it  fomething  ter- 
rifying, caufed  perhaps  folely  by  the  Darknefs  of  the  Night, 
and  the  Preparation  of  the  Feaft,  for  it  is  one  for  the  Savages. 
This  Invitation  was  addreffed  to  the  Iroquois ;  but  they,  who  be* 
gin  to  be  Lofers  by  the  War  with  the  Cherokees,  or  who  were  not 
in  a  Humour  for  it,  demanded  Time  to  deliberate,  and  every  one 
returned  to  his  own  Home. 


(a)  The  Cbichikcue  is  a  Kind  of  Calibalh,  full  of  Pebbld. 
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It  appears,  Madam,  that  in  thefe  Songs  they  invoke  the  God 
Of  th    G  d    f    °^  War,  whom  the  Hufns  call  Arejkoui  ;  and 
/      «     •    oj     jj^^  Iroquois  call  him  Agrejkotu.     I  know  no^ 
^^*  -  what  Name   they  give  him  in  the  Algonquin 

Language.  But  is  it  not  fomething  ftrange  that  in  the  Gruk  Word 
Ares,  who  is  the  Mars^  or  the  God  of  War,  in  all  the  Countries 
where  they  have  followed  the  Theology  of  Homers  we  find  the 
Root  from  which  feveral  Terms  of  the  Huron  and  Iroquois  Lan- 
guage feem  to  have  been  derived,  which  relate  to  War  ?  Aregouen 
ngnifies  to  make  War,  and  is  thus  declined  ;  Gartgo,  I  make 
War ;  Sarego,  thou  makeft  War ;  Arego,  he  makes  War.  For  the 
reil,  Arejkoui  is  not  only  the  Mars  of  thefe  People  ;  he  is  alfo  their 
chief  God  ;  or,  as  they  exprefs  it,  the  Great  Spiritt  the  Creator 
and  Matter  of  the  World,  the  Genius  who  governs  every  Thing : 
But  it  is  chiefly  for  Military  Expeditions  that  they  invoke  him  ; 
as  if  the  Attribute  which  does  him  the  mod:  Honour,  was  that  of 
the  GedofHoJis :  His  Name  is  the  War-Cry  before  the  Battle,  and 
in  the  Height  of  the  Engagement  :  Upon  the  March  alfo  they 
often  repeat  it,  by  Way  of  Encouragement  to  each  other,  and  (o 
implore  his  Aififtance. 

To  take  up  the  Hatchet,  is  to  declare  War  :    Every  private 
r%eAL  n   /  Perfon  has  a  Right  to  do  it,  without  any  one 

•  ^Jf'^Lr'''    J»aving  a  Power  to  hinder  him;  unlefs  it  be 
tton  of      ar.  among  the  Hurons  and  the  Iroquois,  with  whom 

the  Mothers  of  Families  can  declare  or  forbid  War  when  they 
pleafe.  We  fliall  fee,  in  its  proper  Place,  how  far  their  Authority 
extends  in  thefe  Nations.  But  if  a  Matron  would  engage  one  who 
has  no  Dependence  on  her,  to  make  a  Party  of  War,  either  to 
appeafe  the  Manes  of  her  Hufband,  of  her  Son,  or  of  a  near 
Relation,  or  to  get  Prifoners  to  fupply  the  Places  of  thofe  in  her 
Cabin  whom  Death  or  Captivity  have  deprived  her  of,  Ihe  is 
obliged  to  make  him  a  Prefentof  a  Collar  or  Necklace  of  Shells, 
and  it  is  very  feldom  that  fuch  an  Invitation  is  without  Effe€t. 

When  the  Bafmefs  is  to  make  a  War  in  all  the  Forms  between 
two  or  more  Nations,  the  Manner  of  expreffing  it  is,  to  hang  the 
Kettle  upon  the  Fire  ;  and  it  has  its  Origin,  without  Doubt,  from 
the  barbarous  Cuflom  of  eating  the  Prifoners,  and  thofe  that 
were  killed,  after  they  had  boiled  them.  They  fay  alfo  in  direA 
Words,  that  they  are  going  to  ^4/ a  Nation ;  tofignify,  that  they  wilt 
make  a  cruel  War  againft  it  ;  and  it  feldom  happens  otherwife. 
When  they  would  engage  an  Ally  in  a  Quarrel,  they  fend  him  a 
Porcelain  ;  that  is  to  fay^  a  great  Shell,  to  invite  him  to  drink  the 
Blood,  or  (according  to  the  Meaning  of  the  Terms  they  ufe)  the 
Broth  of  the  Flefh  of  their  Enemies.  After  all,  this  Cuftom 
may  be  very  antient ;  but  it  docs  not  follow  from  hence,  that 
thefe  People  were  always  Man-Eaters  :  It  was  perhaps,  in  the 
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primitive  Times,  only  an  allegorical  Way  of  fpeakiiig,  fuch  a? 
we  often  find  even  in  the  Scripture.  The  Enemies  of  Da-viU 
did  not^  as  appears,  make  it  a  Cuftom  to  eat  the  Flefli  of  their 
Enemies,  when  he  faid,  Pf.  xxvii.  v.  2.  Jf'hen  the  Wickedy  e-vcn 
mine  Enemies,  came  upon  me  to  eat  ub  my  Fleflj.  In  after  Times,  cer- 
tain Nations  that  were  become  lavage  and  barbarous,  fubftitutcd 
the  Faft  in  the  Room  of  the  Figure. 

I  have  faid  that  the  Porcelain  of  thefe  Countries  are  Shells  : 
They  are  found  on  the  Coalls  of  AVw  Eng- 
land and  Virginia  :  They  arc  channel'd, 
pretty  longj  a  little  pointed,  without  Au- 
ricles, and  pretty  thick.  The  Fifli  that  is  in- 
clofed  m  thefe  Shells,  is  not  good  to  er.t  ;  but 
the  Infide  of  the  Shell  is  of  fuch  a  fine  Varnifh,  and  fuch  lively 
Colours,  that  Art  cannot  come  near  it.  When  the  Savages  went 
quite  naked,  they  applied  them  to  the  fame  Ufe  as  our  firft  Pa- 
rents did  the  Fig  Leaves,  when  they  faw  their  Nakednefs,  and 
were  afhamed  of  it.  They  hung  them  alfo  about  their  Necks, 
as  the  moft  precious  Thing  they  had ;  and  it  is  at  this  Day  one 
of  their  greateft  Tre?fures,  and  fineft  Ornaments.  In  a  Word, 
they  have  the  fame  Idea  of  them,  as  we  have  of  Gold,  Silver, 
and  precious  Stones  ;  being  fomuch  the  more  reafonablein  this, 
as  they  need  only  in  a  Manner  ftoop  to  obtain  Treafares  as  real 
as  our's,  fince  all  depends  upon  Opinion. 

James  Cartier  fpeaksin  his  Memoirs  of  a  Kind  of  Shell  fome- 
thinp"  like  thefe,  which  he  found  in  the  Jfle  of  Montreal :  He 
■calls  it  Efurgni ;  and  afferts,  that  it  had  the  Virtue  to  flop  bleed- 
ing at  the  Nofe.  Perhaps  it  is  the  fame  with  that  we  are  fpeak- 
ing  of ;  but  they  find  none  about  the  Ifle  of  Montreal,  and  I  never 
heard  that  thefe  Shells  had  the  Properties  which  C^ir//Vr  mentions. 
They  are  of  two  Sorts,  or  of  two  Colours  ;  one  White,  the 
Vtf  ih   9/  ■  other  Violet  :  7  he  firft  is  the  moft  common, 

J--  --  ^"'^^  and  perhaps  for  this  Reafon  is  lefs  efteemed  . 
The  fecond  appears  to  be  fomething  of  a  finer 
Grain  when  it  is  wrought.  The  deeper  th^ 
Colour  is,  the  more  valuable  it  is.  They  make  of  both  Sorts 
little  cylmdrical  Beads  :  They  pierce  them,  and  ftring  them  ; 
and  it  is  of  this  that  they  make  Strings  and  Ned-laces  of  Porcelain. 
The  Strings  are  nothing  elfe  but  four  or  five  Threads,  or  little 
Slips  of  Sicin  about  a  Foot  long,  on  which  the  Beads  are  ftrung. 
The  Necklaces  are  a  Sort  of  Fillet,  or  Diadems  formed  of  thefe 
Strings ;  which  are  confined  by  Threads,  which  make  a  Texture 
of  four,  five,  fix,  or  feven  Rows  of  Beads,  and  of  a  propor- 
tionable Length  :  This  depends  on  the  Importance  of  the  Af- 
fair they  treat  of,  and  on  the  Dignity  of  the  Perfons  to  whom  the 
Necklace  is  prefented. 
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Sy  the  Mixture  of  Beads  of  different  Colours  they  form 
what  Figures  and  Characters  they  pleafe,  ^^'hich  often  ferve  to 
cxprcfs  the  Affairs  in  Queftion.  Sometimes  alfo  they  paint 
the  Beads ;  at  leall  it  is  certain  they  often  fend  red  Necklaces, 
when  it  concerns  War.  Thefe  Necklaces  are  preferved  with  Care, 
and  they  not  only  make  a  Part  of  the  public  Trcafure,  but  they 
are  alfo  as  it  were  Records  and  Annals  which  are  laid  up  in  the 
Cabin  of  the  Chief:  When  there  are  in  one  Village  two  Chiefs 
of  equal  Authority,  they  keep  the  Treafure  and  Records  by 
Tu  ..3  for  a  Night;  but  this  Night  at  prefcnt  is  a  whole 
Year. 

It  is  only  Affairs  of  Confequence  that  are  treated  of  by 
nr  u  ■  TTr  Necklac<^s ;  for  thofe  of  lefs  Importance 
u/  their  Lje.        ^^^^  ^^^  Strings  of  Porcelain,  Skins,  Cover- 

lets,  Maiz,  either  in  whole  Grains  or  in  Flour,  and  other 
fuch-like  Things;  for  the  public  Treafure  is  a  Receptacle  for 
all  thefe.  When  they  invite  a  Village  or  a  Nation  to  enter  into 
a  League,  fometimes  inllead  of  a  Necklace  they  fend  a  Flag 
dipt  in  Blood  ;  but  this  Cuftom  is  modern,  and  it  is  very  pro- 
bable that  the  Savages  took  the  Notion  from  the  Sight  of  the 
white  Flags  of  the  French^  and  the  red  Flags  of  the  EngUjh, 
It  is  faid  alfo  that  we  made  Ufe  of  thefe  firft  with  them,  and 
that  they  took  a  Fancy  to  dye  their  Flags  in  Blood  when  they 
intended  to  declare  War. 

The  Calumet  is  not  lefs  facred  among  thefe  People  than  the 
/-»y.»  /^  ;  .  Necklaces  of  Porcelain  ;  if  vou  believe  them, 
■ -'.     jj.  '     It  IS  derived  from  Heaven,  tor  they  iay  it  is 

and  Its  Uje.  ^  Prefent  which  was  made  them  by  thj  Sun. 

It  is  more  in  Ufe  with  the  Nations  of  the  South  and  Weft,  than 
thofe  of  the  North  and  Eaft,  and  ii  is  oftencr  uled  for  Peace 
than  for  War.  Calumet  is  a  Norman  Word,  which  fignifies  Reed^ 
and  the  Calumet  of  the  Savages  is  properly  the  Tube  of  a  Pipe  ; 
but  they  comprehend  under  tnis  Name  the  Pipe  alfo,  as  well  as 
its  Tube.  In  the  Calumet  made  for  Ceremony,  the  Tube  is 
very  long,  the  Bowl  of  the  Pipe  is  commonly  made  of  a  Kind 
of  reddifh  Marble,  very  eafy  to  work,  and  which  is  found  in 
the  Country  of  the  Ajouez.  beyond  the  MiJpJJippi :  The  Tube  is 
of  a  light  Wood  painted  of  different  Colours,  and  adorned  with 
the  Heads,  Tails,  and  Feathers  of  the  fineft  Birds,  which  is  in 
all  Appearance  merely  for  Ornament.  The  Cullom  is  tofmoke 
in  the  Calumet  when  you  accept  it,  and  perhaps  there  is  no  In- 
Aance  where  the  Agreement  has  been  violated  which  was  made 
by  this  Acceptation.  The  Savages  are  at  leaft  perfuaded,  that 
the  Great  Spirit  would  not  leave  fuch  a  Breach  cf  Faith  unpu- 
liifhed  :  If  in  the  midft  of  a  Battle  the  Enemy  prefents  a  Calu- 
met it  i  s  allowable  to  refufe  it,  but  if  they  receive  it  they  muft 

inllantly 


ill 

4 


1 


'.! 


134 


yf/i  Hifiorical  Journal  of 


inftantly  lay  down  their  Arms  :  There  are  Calumets  for  every 
Kind  of  Treaty.  In  Trade,  when  they  have  agreed  upon  the 
Exchange,  they  prefent  a  Calumet  to  confirm  it,  which  renders 
it  in  fome  Manner  facred.  When  it  concerns  War,  not  only  the 
Tube,  but  the  Feathers  alfo  that  adorn  it,  are  red :  Sometimes 
they  are  only  fet  on  one  Side ;  and  they  fay  that  according  to 
the  Manner  in  which  the  Feathe:  are  difpofed,  they  immediate- 
ly know  what  Nation  it  is  that  prefents  it,  and  whom  they  in- 
tend to  attack. 

There  is  fcarce  any  Room  to  doubt  but  that  the  Savages,  in 
making  thofe  fmoke  in  the  Calumet,  with  whom  they  would 
trade  or  treat,  intend  to  take  the  Sun  for  Witnefs,  and  in 
fome  Meafure  for  a  Guarantee  of  their  Treaties  j  for  they  never 
fail  to  blow  the  Smoke  towards  this  Planet  :  But  that  from  this 
Pra6lice,  and  the  common  Ufe  of  the  Calumets,  one  ftiould  in- 
fer as  fome  have  done,  that  this  Pipe  might  well  be  in  its  Ori- 
gin, the  Caduceus  of  Mercury y  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
probable,  becaufe  this  Caduceus  had  no  Relation  to  the  Sun  ;  and 
becaufe  in  the  Traditions  of  the  Savages,  we  have  found  nothing 
that  gives  any  Room  to  judge,  that  they  ever  had  any  Know- 
ledge of  the  Greek  Mythology.  It  would  be  in  my  Opinion, 
much  more  natural  to  think  that  thefe  People,  having  found  by 
Experience  that  the  Smoke  of  their  Tebacco  draws  Vapours 
from  the  Brain,  makes  the  Head  clearer,  roufes  the  Spirits, 
and  makes  us  iltter  to  treat  of  AfTairs,  have  for  thefe  Reafons  in- 
troduced the  Ufe  of  it  in  their  Councils,  where  in  Faft  they  have 
always  the  Pipe  in  their  Mouths ;  and  that  after  havii?g  gravely  de- 
liberated and  taken  their  Refolution,  they  thought  they  could  ne- 
ver find  a  Symbol  fitter  to  put  a  Seal  to  their  Determinations, 
nor  any  Pledge  more  capable  of  confirming  the  Execution  of 
them,  than  the  Inilrument  which  had  fu  much  Share  in  their  De^ 
liberations.  Perhaps  it  will  appear  to  you  more  fimple.  Ma- 
dam, to  fay  that  thefe  People  could  not  find  any  Signs  more 
natural  to  mark  a  ilridl  Union,  than  to  fmoke  in  the  fame  Pipe; 
^fpecially  if  the  Smoke  they  draw  from  it,  is  offered  to  a  Deity 
who  puts  the  Seal  of  Religion  to  it.  To  fmoke  in  the  fame  Pipe 
therefore  in  Token  of  Alliance,  is  the  fame  Thing  as  to  drink  in 
the  fame  Cup,  as  has  been  pradifcd  at  all  Times  by  many  Na- 
tions. Thefe  are  Cuiloms  which  are  too  natural,  to  feek  any  Myf- 
teryinthem. 

The  Largenefs,  and  the  Ornaments  of  the  Calumet?,  which 
arc  prefented  to  Perfons  of  Diltinflion,  and  on  important  Occa-. 
fions,  have  nothing  neither  that  ihould  make  us  feajch  far  for  the 
Motive  of  it.  When  Men  become  ever  fo  little  acquainted,  and 
have  a  mutual  Refpeft,  they  accuftom  themfelves  to  a  certain  Re- 
gard for  one  another,  chiefly  on  Occafions  of  a  publick  Con- 
cern j 
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cern ;  or  when  they  drive  to  gain  the  Good-will  of  thofe  with 
whom  they  treat ;  and  from  thence  comes  the  Care  they  take  t9 
give  more  Ornament  to  the  Prefents  they  make.    For  the  reft, ' 
they   fay  that  the  Calumet  was  given  by  the  Sun  to  the  Pants t 
a  Nation  fettled  upon  the  Borders  of  the  Mijfouri,  and  which  ex*  \ 
tends  much  towards  New  Mixico.    But  thel'e  Savages  have  pro«  . 
bably  done  like  many  other  People,  they  have  pretended  fome-  . 
thing  marvellous,  to  make  a  Cuitom  efteemed,  of  which  they  . 
were  the  Authors ;  and  all  that  we  can  conclude  from  this  Tradi- 
tion is  that  the  Panis  were  the  moft  antient  Worfhippers  of  the 
Sun,  or  were  more  diilinguifhed  in  their  Way  of  Worftiip  of  it,  . 
than  the  other  Nations  of  this  part  of  the  Continent  of  Amerim 
cat  and  that  they  were  the  firil  who  thought  of  making  the  Ca- 
lumet a  Symbol  of  Alliance.     In  (hort  if  the  Calumet  was  in 
in  its  Inftitution,  the  Caduceus  of  Mercury,  it  would  be  employ- 
ed only  for  Peace,  or  for  Trade  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  it  is  ufed 
in  Treaties  which  concern  War.  Thefe  Reflexions,  Madam,  ap- 
peared neceflary  to  me,  to  give  you  a  perfe£t  Knowledge  of  what 
concerns  the  War  of  the  Savages,  which  I  fhall   entertain   you 
with,  in  my  Letters,  till  I  have  entirely  exhaufted  this  Subje^  ; 
if  they  are  Digreflions  they  are  not  quite  foreign  to  my  Subjefl. 
Beiides.  a  Traveller  endeavours  to  place  in  the  ben  Order  he 
can,  whatever  he  learns  on  his  Route. 

I  mm,  &c. 
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LETTER     Xlir. 

J  De/criptiott  of  the  Country  from  Famine  Bay^  to  the  River  of  Sa^ 
BLES.  Motives  of  the  Wars  of  the  Savages.  Departure  of  the  War" 
riors,  and  fwhat  preceeds  their  Departure.  Their  FarevjelL  Their 
Arms  OffeAjhfe  and  Defenfive.  The  Care  they  take  to  carry  vjith 
them  their  TvtelarDeities.  Particulars  of  the  Country  up  to 
Niagara. 

Madam,  River  of  Sables,  May  19, 

I  AM  again  detained  here  by  a  contrary  Wind,  which  arofe 
the  Moment  that  we  were  in  the  faireft  Way  to  proceed.  It 
alfo  furprifed  us  fo  faddenly,  that  we  Ihould  have  been  in  a  bad 
Condition  if  we  had  not  very  luckily  met  with  this  little  River 
to  ftielter  us.  You  muft  allow,  Madam,  that  there  are  many 
Difficulties  and  Inconveniencies  to  get  over  in  a  Journey  like 
this.  It  is  very  melancholy  to  travel  fometimes  two  hundred 
Leagues  without  finding  a  Houfe,  or  meeting  a  Man ;  not  to  be 

able 
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able  to  venture  a  Traverfe  of  about  two  or  three 
to  fave  jgoing  twenty,  without  endangering  one's  Life  by 
the  Caprice  of  the  Winds ;  to  be  detained,  as  it  fometimes 
happens,  whole  Weeks  on  a  Point  or  on  a  barren  Shore,  where 
if  it  rains  you  muft  remain  under  a  Canoe  or  under  a  Tent :  IF 
the  Wind  is  high,  you  muft  feelc  Shelter  in  a  Wood,  where 
you  are  not  without  Danger  of  being  killed  by  the  Fall  of  a 
Tree.  One  might  fliun  fome  of  thefe  Inconveniencies  by  build- 
iog  Barks,  to  fail  up  the  Lakes,  but  to  do  this  the  Trade  ought 
to  be  of  more  Worth. 

We  are  here  upon  the  Edge  of  the  Iroquois  Cantons :  We  em- 
Ti  r  'm'       r      ^^'"^^'^  Yefterday  early  in  the  Morning,  in 
fL   n    ff         "*        the  fineft  Weather  in  the  World  j  there  was 
•^'  not  a  Breath  of  Air,  and  the  Lake  was  as 

fmoothas  Glafs.  About  nine  or  ten  o'Clock  we  paflcd  the  Mouth 
of  the  River  Onnonta^ue,  which  appears  to  me  about  feventy 
Yards  wide.  The  Lands  are  fomewhat  low,  but  very  well  wood- 
ed. Almoft  all  the  Rivers  which  water  the  Iroquois  Cantons  flow 
into  this,  the  Source  of  which  is  a  Lake  called  Gannentahn,  on  the 
Border  of  which  there  are  fome  Salt  Springs.  About  half  an  Hour 
after  eleven  o'Clock,  a  little  Wind  from  tne  North  Eaft  made  us 
fet  up  our  Sail,  and  in  a  few  Hours  carried  us  to  the  Bay  of 
Goyogouinst  which  is  ten  Leagues  from  Quncniague.  All  the  Coaft 
in  this  Space  is  varied  with  Marfhes  and  high  Lands,  fomething 
fandy,  and  covered  v/ith  very  fine  Trees,  efpccially  Oak,  which 
feem  as  if  they  had  been  planted  by  the  Hand. 

A  violent  Wind  from  the  Land,  which  came  upon  us  near  the 
Bay  of  Goyogouinst  obliged  us  to  take  Shelter  in  it.  It  is  one  of  the 
fineft  Places  I  ever  faw.  A  Peninfula  well  wooded  advances 
in  the  Middle,  and  forms  a  Kind  of  Theatre.  On  the  \ti% 
of  the  Entrance,  we  perceived  a  little  Ifland,  which  hides 
the  Entrance  of  a  River  by  which  the  Goyogouins  defcend  into 
the  Lake.  The  Wind  did  not  laft,  we  purfued  our  Courfe, 
and  we  m.  ^e  three  or  four  Leagues  more.  This  Morning  we 
embarked  uefore  the  Rifing  of  the  Sun,  and  we  made  five  or  fix 
Leagues.  I  know  not  how  long  the  North  Weft  Wind  will  keep 
us  here ;  in  the  mean  time  I  fliall  refume  my  Account  of  the 
Wars  of  the  Savages  where  I  bioke  off. 

It  feldom  happens,  Madam,   that  thefe  Barbarians  refufe  to 
Motives  <which    f"pg^  I"  ^„War,  when  they  are  invited  to 
-  •-».  *L.  c^„.^    .    »t  oy  ^heir  Allies.     They  have  no  Need  in 
T^^M^r^       general  of  Invitation  to  take  up  Arms;  the 
to  make  yyar.  ^^^^  UoXxv^  or  Trifle,  even  nothing,  often 

induces  them  to  it.  Revenge  efpecially:  They  have  always 
fome  old  or  new  Injury  to  revenge,  for  Time  never  in  them 
heals  thefe  Sorts  of  Wounds,  how  light  foever  they  may  be, 

So 
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So  that  there  is  no  depending  upon  Peace  being  folidly  eftablifli- 
cd  between  two  Nations  which  have  been  Enemies  a  long  Time. 
On  the  other  Hand,  the  Defire  of  fupplying  the  Place  of  the 
Dead  by  Prifoners,  or  of  appeafing  their  Spirits,  the  Whim  of 
a  private  Perfon,  a  Dream  that  he  explains  his  own  Wav,  and 
other  Reafons  or  Pretences  as  frivolous,  are  the  Caufes  that  we 
often  fee  a  Troop  of  Adventurers  fct  out  for  War,  who  thought 
of  nothing  lefs  the  Day  before. 

It  is  true  that  thefe  little  Expeditions,  without  the  Confent  of 
the  Council,  are  commonly  of  rto  great  Confequence,  and  as 
they  require  no  great  Preparations,  little  Notice  is  taken  rif 
them ;  and  generally  fpeaking,  they  are  not  much  difpleafed  to 
fee  the  young  People  thus  exercife  themfelves,  and  they  muft 
have  very  good  Reafons  who  would  oppofe  it.    Authority  is  fel- 
dom  employed  for  this  Purpofe,  becaule  every  one  is  Mafter  of 
his  own  Condud.     But  they  endeavour  to  intimidate  fome  by 
falfe  Reports,   which  they  give  out;  they  folicit  otheis   un- 
der-hand, they  engage  the  Chiefs  by  Prefents  to  break  the  Par- 
ty, which  is  very  eaw ;  for  to  this  Purpofe  there  needs  only 
a  true  Dream  or  a  feigned  one.     In  fome  Nations  the  laft  Re- 
fource  is  to  apply  to  the  Matrons,  and  this  is  aiimoft  always  ef- 
feflual ;  but  they  never  have  Recourfe  to  this  but  when  the  Af* 
fair  is  of  great  Confequence. 

A  War  which  concerns  all  the  Nation  is  not  concluded  on  (o 
cr'L  %/r  L         cafily  :    They  weigh  with   a   great  deal  of 

rwr      •    .  d    J    thought  the  Inconveniencies  and  the   Ad- 
a    ts  iej  'v       vantages  of  it ;  and   whilft  they  deliberate, 
they  are  extremely  careful  to  avoid  every 
Thing  that  would  give  the  Enemy  the  leaft  Caufe  to  fufpeft  that 
they  intend  to  break  with  them.     War  being  refolved  on,  they 
direftly  confider  of  the  Provifions   and   the  Equipage  of  the 
Warriors,  and  this  does  not  require  much  Time.     The  Dances, 
Songs,  Feafts,  and  fome  fuperlHtious  Ceremonies,  which  vary 
much,  according  to  the  different  Nations,  require  much  more. 
He  who  is  to  command  does  not  think  of  raifing  Soldiers  till 
The     Pr  t  ^^  ^^^  fafted  feveral  Days,  during  which  he 

.-.     .f^L.r^L-r     is  fmeared  with  black,   has  fcarce  any  Con - 

tiom  of  the  Lbief,  ^   .  .,  '         .        ,        ^  , 

-'  -^      verfation  with  any  one,    invokes  Day  and 

Night  his  tutelar  Spirit,  and  above  all,  is  very  careful  toobferve 

his  Dreams.  Being  fully  perfuaded,  according  to  theprefumptuous 

Nature  of  thefe  Savages,  that  he  is  going  to  obtain  a  Viftory, 

he  feldom  fails  of  having  Dreams  according  to  his  Wiflies.  The 

Faft  being  over,  he  afrembles  his  Friends,  and  with  a  Collar  of 

Beads  in  his  Hand,  he  fpeaks  to  them  in  thefe  Terms^  «*  My 

"  Brethren,  the  Great  Spirit  authorifes  my  Sentiments,  and  in- 

fpircs  me   with  tvhat  I  ought  to  do  :  The  Bloud  of  fuch  z 
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•'  one  is  not  wiped  away,  his  Body  is  not  covered,  and  I  will 
**  acquit  myfel/ of  this  Duty  towards  him."  He  declares  alfo 
the  other  Motives  wliich  make  him  take  Arms.  Then  he  adds, 
«'  I  am  therefore  refovcd  to  go  to  fuch  a  Place,  to  pull  off 
**  Scalps,  or  to  make  Prifoners ;  o  elfe  I  will  eat  fuch  or  fuch  a 
**  Nation.  If  I  perifli  in  this  glorious  Enterprize,  or  if  any  of 
«*  thofe  who  will  accompany  me  fhoald  lofe  their  Lives,  this 
•*  Collar  fliall  fervc  to  receive  us,  that  v/e  may  not  continue  to 
•*  lie  in  the  Duft,  or  in  the  Dirt."  By  which  is  meant,  probably, 
that  it  Ihall  belong  to  him  who  fhall  take  Care  to  bury  the  dead. 
In  pronouncing  thefe  laft  Words,  he  lays  the  Collar  on  the 
Ground,  and  he  who  takes  it  up,  declares  himfelf  by  doing  it  his 
Lieutenant :  Then  he  thanks  him  for  the  Zeal  he  (hews  to  re- 
venge his  !8rother,  or  to  fupport  the  Honour  of  his  Nation.  Af- 
terwards they  heat  Water,  they  wafh  the  Face  of  the  Chief,  they 
fet  his  Hair  in  Order,  greafe  it,  and  paint  it.  They  alfo  paint 
his  Face  with  various  Coiours,  and  put  on  his  fined  Rcbe.  Thus 
adorned,  he  fines  in  a  low  Tone  the  Song  of  Death ;  hjs  Soldiers, 
that  is  to  fay,  all  who  nave  offered  to  accompany  him,  (for  no 
Perfon  is  conftrained  '  ^  p;o)  then  fmg  out  with  a  loud  Voice, 
one  after  another,  their  War-Song ;  for  every  Man  has  his  own, 
which  no  other  is  allowed  to  fing.  Then  .?.re  fome  alfo  peculiar 
to  each  Family. 

,j,i After  this  Preliminary,   which  paflbs  in  a  remote  Place,  and 

cfi  T\  :l     .■       often  in  a  Stove,  the  Chief  goes  to  communi- 

fth  C       I  cate  his  Project   to  the  Council,    which  con- 

cj     e    ouMci .  ^^.j^  ^p^^  j^  without  ever  admitting  to  this 

Confultation,  the  Author  of  the  Enterprize.  As  foon  as  his 
Projeft  is  accepted,  he  makes  a  Feaft,  of  which  the  chief,  and 
fometimes  the  only  Difli,  muft  be  a  Dog.  Some  pretend  that 
this  Animal  is  offered  to  the  God  of  War  before  it  is  put  into 
the  Kfcttle,  and  perhaps  this  is  the  Cuftom  among  fome  Na- 
tions. For  1  mull  inform  you  here.  Madam,  that  what  1 
Ihall  fay  to  you  on  this  Article,  I  do  not  warrant  to  be  the  ge- 
neral Cuftom  among  all  the  Nations.  But  it  appears  certain, 
that  on  the  Occafion  now  mentioned,  they  make  a  great  many 
Invocations  to  all  the  Spirits  good  and  evil,  and  above  all  to  the 
God  of  War. 

All  this  lafts  many  Days,  or  rather  is  repeated  many  Days 
(TL  ji/T    r  .    .L       together:  And  though  all  the  People  feem  en- 

,  ^        "I^^p  "^    tirely  employed  in  thefe  Feafts,  each  Family 

foes"  ^^^^^  '^"''  ^^^^"'■^^  t"  ^^"^^  ifs  Share  of  the 

J°^'^^'  Prifoners  that  fhall  be  made,  in  order  to  re- 

pair their  LofT-^s,  or  to  revenge  their  Slain.  With  this  View 
they  make  Prefents  to  the  Chief,  who,  on  his  Side,  wives  his 
Word  and  Pledges.  In  Cafe  of  Want  of  Prifoners  they  afk  Scalps, 
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And  this  iseafier  to  obtain.  In  fomc  Places,  as  ann)ng  the  Jro^ 
jjuoist  as  foon  as  a  military  Expedition  is  refolved  upon,  they  fct 
on  the  Fire  the  Kettle  of  WaV,  and  they  give  Notice  to  their 
Allies  to  bring  fomething  for  it ;  in  doin^  which  they  declare 
•that  thev  approve  the  Undertaking,  and  will  go  Part  in  it. 

All  tnole  who  engage  themfclv  is,  give  to  the  Chief,  as  a 
Sign  of  their  Engagement,  a  Bit  of  Wood,  with  iheir  Marie. 
Whoever,  after  this,  Ihould  go  back  from  his  Word,  would  run 
a  Rifque  of  his  Life,  at  leaft  he  would  be  difgraced  for  ever. 
The  Party  being  formed,  the  ^Var  Chief  prepares  a  new  Feaft, 
to  which  all  the  Village  muft  be  invited ;  and  before  any  Thing 
is  touched,  he  fays,  or  an  Orator  for  him,  and  in  his  Name,  **  Bre- 
••  thren,  I  knov/  that  I  am  not  yet  a  Man,  but  you  know,  ne- 
vcrthelefs,  that  I  have  feen  the  Enemy  near  enough.  We  have 
been  flain,  the  Bones  of  fuch  and  fuch  a  one  remain  yet  unco- 
vered, they  cry  out  againft  us,  we  muft  fatisfy  tiiem :  They  were 
Meni  how  could  we  forget  them  fo  foon,  and  remain  fo  long 
'♦  quiet  upon  our  Mats?  In  fhort^  the  Spirit  that  is  interefted  in 
**  my  Glory  has  infplred  me  to  revenge  them.  Young  Men  take 
"  Courage,  drefs  your  Hair,  paint  your  Faces,  fill  your  Quivers, 
*•  and  make  o-ir  Forefts  echo  with  your  Songs  of  War;  let  us  re- 
**  lieve  the  Cares  of  our  dead,  and  inform  them  that  they  arc 
going  to  be  revenged." 

After  this  Difcourfe,   and  the  Applaufes  that  never  fail    to 
„  .  r,  fojiow  it,  the  Chief  advances  into  the  midft 

i>op,gsand.Jan-    ^^  ^^^  AfTembly  with  his  Fighting-Club  or 

/.lJ       '""^      Hcad-breaker  in  his  Hand,  and  fings ;  all  his 
t>f  the  If  amors.        c  u-  c        t-      r      •  Jr/.„«-  #■«- 

•^  Soldiers  anfwer  him  fmging,    and  iwear  to 

fupport  him  well,  or  to  die  in  the  Attempt.  All  this  is  ac- 
.companied  with  very  expreflive  Geftures,  to  make  one  underftand 
that  they  will  not  fly  from  the  Enemy.  But  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  no  Soldier  drops  any  Expreflion  that  denotes  the  leaft  De- 
pendence. They  only  promife  to  aft  with  a  great  deal  of  Union 
and  Harmony.  On  the  other  Hand,  the  Engagement  they 
take,  requires  great  Returns  from  tl:  Chiefs.  For  Inftance, 
every  Time  that  in  the  public  Dances,  a  S?  age,  ftriking  his 
Hatchet  upon  a  Poft  fet  up  on  Purpofe,  puts  the  Aflembly  in 
Mind  of  his  brave  Aftions,  as  it  always  happens,  the  Chief  un- 
der whofe  Conduft  he  performed  them,  is  obliged  to  maigs 
him  a  Prefent ;  at  leaft  this  is  the  Cuftom  among  feme  Na- 
tions. 
The  Songs  are  followed  by  Dances :  Sometimes  it  is  only  walk- 
The  Notion  thefe  ^"S  ^^^^^^a  proud  Step,  but  keeping  Time ; 
People  ha<ve  if  ^}  ^^^^^^^f^^}^^yj^^;^^  ^r^txiy  hvt\y  Mo- 
jr^  '^  -J     tions,  reprefenting  the  Operations  of  a  Cara- 

^  paign,  and  always  keeping  fime.    At  length 

the  Feaft  puts  an  End  to  the  Ceremony.   I'hc  War-Chief  is  only 

T  2  a  Spcc- 


«< 


•I 


i< 


ces 


il' 


,1 


ill-'* 

■■J 


fi;i 
^1 


-I 

I 

'I 


i 


1 40  >fn  Hiftorical  Journal  of 

9  Spe^ator  of  it,  with  a  Pipe  in  his  Mouth :  It  is  the  fame 
Thing  commonly  in  all  their  Feafts  of  Preparation,  that  he 
who  gives  them,  touches  nothing.  The  following  Days,  and 
till  the  Departure  of  the  Warriors,  there  pafles  many  Things 
which  are  nor  worth  Notice,  and  which  are  not  conftantly  prac> 
tifed.  But  I  mull  not  forget  a  Cullom  which  is  lingular  enough, 
and  which  the  Iroquois  never  difpenfe  with :  It  appears  to  have 
been  invented  to  difcover  thofe  who  have  Senfe,  and  know  how 
to  be  Mailers  of  themfelves ;  for  thefe  People  whom  we  treat 
as  Barbarians,  cannot  conceive  that  any  Man  can  have  true 
Courage  if  he  is  not  Mafler  of  his  Paffions,  and  if  he  cannot 
bear  the  higheil  Provocations  :  This  is  their  Way  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

The  oldeft  of  the  Military  Troop  affront  the  young  People 
tTL  ct  •  1    L-  L    ^^  ^^^  ^°^  injurious  Manner  they  can  think 
sL        I     r.L        of,   efpecially  thofe  who  have  never  yet  feen 
f&ry  make  of  their    ^^^^^  £nemy  :  They  throw  hot  Coals   upon 
yyarrioTi,  ^^^^^  Yit2.d,%,  they  make  them  the  Iharpeft  Re- 

proaches,  they  load  them  with  the  moil  injurious  Expreffions,  and 
carry  this  Game  to  the  greateft  Extremities.  This  mufl  be  en- 
dured with  a  perfeA  Infenftbility :  Tofhew  on  thefe  Occafions  the 
lead  Sign  of  Impatience,  would  be  enough  to  be  judged  unworthy 
of  bearing  Arms  for  ever.  But  when  it  is  praflifed  by  People  of 
the  fame  Age,  as  it  often  happens,  ihe  Aggreflbr  muft  be  well 
afTured  that  he  has  nothing  to  account  ror  himfelf,  otherwifc 
when  the  Game  is  done,  he  would  be  obliged  to  make  Amends 
for  the  Infult  by  a  Prefent :  I  fay,  when  the  Game  is  done  ;  for 
all  the  Time  it  lafts,  they  muft  (uffer  every  Thing  without  being 
angry,  though  the  Joke  is  often  carried  fo  far  as  to  throw  Fire- 
brands at  their  Heads,  and  to  give  them  great  Blows  with  a 
Cudgel. 

'  As  the  Hope  of  being  cured  of  their  Wounds,  if  they  have  the 
gf.,  n  .•  Mii fortune  to  receive  any,  does  not  contri- 
V^  trtcauttons     ^^^^  ^  j-^^j.  ^^  ^^^  htzvttt  to  expofe 

for  the  -wounded.  ^YitmkXvt^  to  the  greateft  Dangers,  after 
what  I  havr  related,  they  prepare  Drugs,  about  which  their 
Jugglers  are  employed.  1  Ihall  tell  you  another  Time  what  Sort 
of  People  thefe  Jugglers  are.  All  the  Village  being  aflembled, 
one  of  thefe  Quacks  declares  that  he  is  going  to  communicate 
to  the  Roots  and  Plants,  of  which  he  has  made  a  good  Provi- 
fion,  the  Virtue  ofI»ealing  all  Sorts  of  Wcunds,  and  even  of  re- 
floring  Life  to  the  dead.  Immediately  he  begins  to  fing,  o- 
ther  Jugglers  anfwer  him  ;  and  they  fuppofe  that  during  the 
Concert,  which  you  may  imagine  is  not  very  harmonious,  and 
which  is  accompanied  with  many  Grimaces  of  the  Aflors,  the 
healing  Virtue  is  communicatea  to  the  Drugs.     The  principal 
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iaggler  proves  them  afterwards  :  He  begins  bv  making  his  Lips 
ieedy  he  applies  his  Remedy ;  the  Blood,  which  the  Impoltor 
takes  Care  to  fuck  in  dexteroufly,  ccafes  to  run,  and  they  cry 
out  a  Miracle!  After  this  he  takes  a  dead  Animal,  he  eives 
the  Company  Time  enough  to  be  well  aflured  that  he  is  dead, 
then  by  tne  Means  of  a  Pipe  which  he  has  thrull  under  the  Tail, 
he  caufes  it  to  move,  in  blowing  fome  Herbs  into  its  Mouth,  and 
their  Cries  of  Admiration  are  redoubled.  LalHy,  all  the  Troop 
of  jugglers  eo  round  the  Cabins  finging  the  Virtue  of  their  Me- 
dicines. Thefe  Artifices  at  the  Bottom  do  not  impofc  on  any 
one  ;  but  they  amufe  the  Multitude,  and  Cuflom  mud  be  fol- 
lowed. 

There  is  another  Cuftom  peculiar  to  the  Mtamh,  and  perhaps 

c       JL    *•    f        to  fome  Nations   in   the  Neighbourhood  of 

Some  particular    ^^^r^^^^  j  ^^d  thefe  Particulars  from  a  Frend^ 

Cu^omt     of    the     ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  Witnefs  of  them.     After  a 

Miamis    to  pre-     ^^^^^^  p^^j^^  ^j^^      .^^.^j^  ^^jj  j^^^  ^^  ^  j, j^^ 

pare  tbcfn/el'vesfor     ^^  ^j^^^^  ^^^^  p^g^j^  ^^j^  ^^jj,^  ^^^^  3,^j^^^ 

'^'  the  Heads  of  which  were  painted  green.    All 

the  Savages  pafTed  this  Altar  bowing;  their  Knees,  and  the  Jug* 
glers  lead  the  Van,  holding  in  their  Hands  a  Sack  which  con- 
tained all  the  Things  which  they  ufe  in  their  Conjurations. 
They  all  ftrove  to  exceed  each  other  in  their  Contorfions,  and 
as  any  one  diflinguilhed  himfelf  in  this  Way,  they  applauded 
him  with  great  Shouts.  When  they  had  thus  paid  their  firft 
Homage  to  the  Idol,  all  the  People  danced  in  much  Confufion, 
to  the  Sound  of  a  Drum  and  a  Chichicouc  ;  and  during  this  Time 
the  Jugglers  made  a  Shew  of  bewitching  fome  of  the  Savages,  who 
feemed  ready  to  expire  :  Then  putting  a  certain  Powder  upon 
their  Lips,  they  made  them  recover.  When  this  Farce  had 
lafted  fome  Time,  he  who  prefided  at  the  Feaft,  having  at  hit 
Sides  two  Men  and  two  Women,  run  through  all  the  Cabins  to 
give  the  Savages  Notice  that  the  Sacrifices  were  o;oing  to  begin. 
When  he  met  any  one  in  his  Way,  he  put  both  his  Hands 
on  hisjHead,  and  the  Perfon  met  embraced  his  Knees.  The  Vic- 
tims were  to  be  Dogs,  and  one  heard  on  every  Side  the  Cries 
of  thefe  Animals,  wno/e  Throats  they  cut  j  and  the  Savages, 
who  howled  with  all  their  Strength,  feemed  to  imitate  their  Cries. 
As  foon  as  the  Flcfti  was  dreffed,  they  offered  it  to  the  Idols  j 
then  they  eat  it,  and  burnt  the  Bones.  All  this  while  the  Jugglers 
never  ceafed  raifing  the  pretended  dead,  and  the  whole  ended  by 
the  Diftribution  that  was  made  to  thefe  Quacks,  of  whatever  was 
found  moil  to  their  Liking  in  all  the  .Village. 
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From  the  Time  that  the  Refolution  is  taken  to 


th 


make  War, 

J  ri  r.  i.  ■  (■  *'^^  ^'^^  Departure  of  the  Warriors,  they  fing 
A  uejcnption  oj  their  War-Songs  every  Night  :  The  Days 
r    Knrqiieti    for  n-  j    •  i  •         t»  ^'  rni. 

■^ ,      are  pafled   in   making   Preparations.     They 


nvnlkin?  upon 


S  or  ''^  ^^d"f  'th      ^^"P"'^  ^ovcit  Warriors  to  go  to  fing  the  War- 
Slil^*  r"        -^    Song  amongft  their  Neighbours   and  AUiet» 
Kl    R    '"     '    ^^^^  ^^^y  c"g^S^  beforehand  by  fecret  Nci- 
ing    }e    (iggag  .      gociations.   If  they  are  to  go  by  Water,  they 
build,  or  repair  their  Canoes :  If  it  is  Winter  they  furnifh  them- 
selves with  Snow  Shoes  and  Sledges.     The  Raquets  which  they 
mufl  have  to  walk  on  the  Snow  aie  abou<  thr«e  Feet  long,  and 
about  fifteen  or  fixteen  Inches  in  their  grcateft  Breadth.     Their 
Shape  is  oval,  excepting  the  End  behind,  which  terminates  in  a 
Point;  little  Sticks  placed  acrofs  at  five  or  fix  Inches  from  each 
End,  fcrve  to  ftrengthen  them,  and  the  Piece  which  is   before  js 
in  the  Shape  of  a  Bow,   where  the  Foot  is  fixed,  and  tied  with 
Leather  Thongs.   The  Binding  of  the  Raquet  is  made  of  Slips  of 
Leather  about  a  fixth  Part  of  an  Inch  wide,  and  the  Circumference 
is  of  light  Wood  hardened  by  Fire.  To  walk  well  with  thcfe  Ra- 
quets, ihey  muft  turn  their  Knees  a  little  inwards,  and  keep  their 
Lc'irs  wide  afunder.     It  is  fome  Trouble  to   accuftom  ones  (elf 
to  it,  but  when  one  is  ufed  to  it,  one  walks  with  as  much  Eafc 
and  as  little  Fatigue  as  if  one  had  nothing  on  ones  Feet.     It   is 
not  poflible   to   ufe  the   Raquets  with  our  common  Shoes,  w« 
mufl  take  thofe  of  the  Savages,  which  are  a  Kind  of  Socks,  made 
of  Skins  dried  in  the  Smoke,  folded  over  at  the  End  of  the  Foot, 
and  tied  with  Strin{>s.     The  Sledges  which  ferve  to  carry  the 
Baogage,  and  in  C^te  of  Need  the  fick  and  wounded,  are  two  lit- 
tle Boards,  very  thin,  about  half*  Foot  broad  each  Board,  and  fix 
nr  feven  Feet  long.  The  fore  Part  is  a  little  bent  upwards,  and  the 
:Sides  are  bordered  by  little  Bands,  to  which  they  fallen  Strap* 
to  bind  what  is  upon  the  Sledge.     However  loaded  thefe   Car- 
riages may  be,  a  Savage  can  draw  them  with  Eafe  by  the  Help 
©f  a  long  Band  of  Leather,  which  he  puts  over  his  Breaft,  and 
which  they  call  Collars.     They  draw  Burdens  this  Way,  and  the 
Mothers  ufe  them  to  carry  Children   with  their  Cradles,  but 
then  it  is  over  their  Foreheads  that  the  Band  is  fixed. 
All  Things  being  ready,  and  the  Day  of  Departure  being  come, 
err   r  ;;  r-    they  tJike  their  Leave  with  great  Demonftra- 

JlheFare^vdlof  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  Tendernefs.  Every  Body  de- 
0f  the  If  ar, ton.  ^^^^^  fomething  that  has  been  ufed  by  the 
Warriors,  and  In  Return  give  them  fome  Pledges  of  their  Friend- 
fliip,  and  Afiurances  of  a  perpetual  Remembrance.  They  fcarte 
enter  any  Cabin,  but  they  take  away  their  Robe  to  give  them  a 
better,  at  lead  one  Jis  good.  Laflly,  they  all  meet  at  the  Cabin 
of  the  Chief  :  'J'hcy  find  him  armed  as  he  was   the  firft  Day  he 
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fpdkc  to  them ;  and  as  he  always  appeared  in  publick  from 
that  Day.  They  then  paint  their  Faces,  every  one  according 
to  his  own  Fancy,  and  all  of  them  in  a  very  frightful  Manner. 
The  Chief  makes  them  a  fhort  Speech  ;  then  he  comes  out  of 
his  Cabin,  tinging  his  Song  of  Death  :  They  all  follow  hi:n  in  a 
Line,  keeping  a  profound  Silence,  and  they  do  the  fame  every 
Morning  when  they  renew  their  March.  Here  the  Women  go 
before  with  the  Provifions  ;  and  when  the  Warriors  come  up  with 
them,  they  give  them  their  Clothes,  and  remain  almoft  naked,  at 
leaft  as  much  as  the  Seafon  will  permit. 

Formerly  the  Arms  of  thefe  People  were  Bows  and  Arrows, 
,  .    J  and   a  Kind  of  Javelin ;  which,  as   well  as 

Pa  their  Arm,  ^^^^^  Arrows,  was  armed  with  a  Point  of 
fffenffveanddcjen'  gong  wrought  in  different  Shapes.  Bcfidcs 
l'"^''  this,   they  had  what   they  call    the    Head- 

breaker  :  This  is  a  little  Club  of  very  hard  Wood,  the  Head  of 
which  is  round,  and  has  one  Side  with  an  Edge  to  cut.  The 
greateft  Part  have  no  defenfive  Anns  ;  but  when  they  attack  an 
Intrenchment,  they  cover  their  whole  Body  with  little  light 
Boards  :  Some  have  a  Sort  of  Cuirafs  made  of  Ruflies,  or  fmall 
pliable  Sticks,  pretty  well  wrought  :  They  had  alfo  Defences 
for  their  Arms  and  Thighs  of  the  fame  Matter.  But  as  this 
Armour  was  not  found  to  be  Proof  againft  Fire  Arms,  they  have 
left  it  off,  and  ufe  nothing  in  its  Stead.  The  Wellcrn  Savages 
always  make  Ufe  of  Bucklers  of  Bulls  Hides,  which  are  very 
light,  and  which  a  Mufkct-Ball  will  not  pierce.  It  is  fomething 
furprifing  that  the  other  Nations  do  not  ufe  them. 

When  they  make  Ufe  of  our  iSwords,  which  is  very  fcldom, 
thev  ufe  them  like  Spon toons  ;  but  when  they  can  get  Guns, 
and  Powder,  and  Ball,  they  lay  afidc  their  Bows  and  Arrows,  and 
ihoot  very  well.  We  have  often  had  Rcafon  to  repent  of  letting 
them  have  any  Fire  Arms ;  but  it  was  not  we  who  firft  did  it : 
The  Iroquois  having  got  fome  o/  the  Dutch ^  then  in  Pofleffion  of 
■Ne^tj  York,  we  were  under  a  Neceffity  of  giving  the  fame  to  our 
Allies.  Thefe  Savages  have  a  Kind  ot  Enfigns  to  know  one 
another>  and  to  rally  by  :  Theft  are  little  Pieces  of  Bark  cut 
round,  which  they  put  on  the  Top  of  a  Pole,  and  on  which  they 
have  traced  the  Mark  of  their  Nation,  and  of  their  Village.  If 
the  Party  is  numerous,  each  Family  or  Tribe  has  its  Enfign  with 
its  diilinguifliing  Mark  :  Their  Arms  are  alfo  dillinguiflied  with 
different  Figures,  and  fometimes  with  a  particular  Mark  of  the 
Chief. 


But  vvliat  the 

Of  the  Care 
they  take  to  carry 
th:ir  Diitiet. 


Savages  would  flill  Icfs  forget  than  their  Ann", 
and  which  they  have  the  ^rcatell  Carcal)Out 
thev  ar>."  cajial)lc  of,  arc  tlicir  ALuutous.  I 
fliail  fpcak  of  them  more  lar^^ely  in  another 
Place  :     It  iulHccs  to  i'nv  here-,  that  they  arc 
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the  Symbols  under  whichever/  one  reprefen's  his  familiar  SpU 
rit.  They  put  them  into  a  Sack,  painted  of  various  Colours; 
and  often,  to  do  Honour  to  the  Chief,  they  place  this  Sack  in  the 
fore  Part  of  his  Canoe.  If  there  are  too  many  Manitous  to  be 
contained  in  one  Sack,  they  diftribute  them  into  feveral,  which 
are  entrnflcd  to  the  Keeping  of  the  Lieutenant  and  the  Elders 
of  each  Family  :  They  put  with  thefe  the  Prefents  which 
have  been  made  to  have  Prifoners,  with  the  Tongues  of  all 
the  Animals  they  have  killed  during  the  Campaign,  and  of 
which  they  mud  make  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Spirits  at  their  Return. 

In  their  Marches  by  Land,  the  Chief  carries  his  Sackhimfelf^ 
which  he  calls  his  Mat ;  but  he  may  eafe  himfelf  of  this  Bur- 
then, by  giving  it  to  any  one  he  chufes ;  and  he  need  not  fear 
that  any  Perfon  ihould  refufe  to  relieve  him^  becaufe  this  carries 
with  it  a  Mark  of  Diftinftion.  This  is,  as  it  were,  a  Ri^ht  of 
Reverfion  to  the  Command,  in  Cafe  the  Chief  and  his  Lieute- 
nant fliould  die  during  the  Campaign. 

But  whilfl  I  am  writing  to  you,  Madam,  I  am  arrived  in  the 
River  of  Niagara^  where  I  am  going  to  find  good  Company,  and 
where  I  (hall  ftay  fome  Days.  I  departed  from  the  River  of  Sa- 
bles the  2  1  ft,  before  Sun-rife  ;  but  tAe  Wind  continuing  aga?nft 
us,  we  were  obliged  at  Ten  o'Clock  to  enter  the  Bay  of  the 
Ifonnonthouans.  Half  Way  from  the  River  of  Sables  to  this  Bay, 
there  is  a  little  River,  which  I  would  not  have  failed  to  have  vi- 
fited,  if  I  had  been  fooner  informed  of  its  Singularity,  and  of 
what  I  have  juft  now  learnt  on  my  arriving  here. 

They  call  this  River  Cafconchiagon :    It  is  very  narrow,  and  of 
Of  th    R ".  ^^^'^^  Depth   at  its  Entrance  into  the  Lake. 

f  (i^fconchk-'^      ^  '^^'^^  higher,   it  is  one  hundred  and  forty 
^  "        Yards  wide,  and  they  fay  it  is  deep  enough 

^°"*  for  the  largeft  Veflljls*     Two  Leagues  from 

its  Mouth,  we  are  Hopped  by  a  Fall  which  appears  to  be  fixty 
Feet  high,  and  one  hundrfid  and  forty  Yards  wide.  A  Mulket 
Shot  higher,  we  find  a  lecond  of  the  fame  Width,  but  not  fo 
high  by  fwo  thirds.  Half  a  League  further,  a  third,  one  hun- 
dred Feet  high,  good  Meafure,  and  two  hundred  Yards  wide. 
After  this,  we  meet  v/ith  feveral  Torrents ;  and  after  having 
failed  fifty  Leagues  further,  we  perceive  a  fourth  Fall,  every 
Way  equal  to  the  third.  The  Courfe  of  this  River  is  one  hun- 
dred Leagues ;  and  when  we  have  gone  up  it  about  fixty  Leagues, 
we  have  but  ten  to  go  by  Land,  taking  to  the  Right,  to  arrive  at 
the  Ohio^  called  La  belle  Ri-viere  :  The  Place  where  we  meet  with 
it,  is  called  Cams ;  where  an  Ofiicer  worthy  of  Credit  (a)^  and 


(»)  M.  dc  Jtnca.n,  at  prcfent  a  Captain  in  the  Troops  of  Nenv  France. 
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the  fame  from  whom  T  learnt  what  I  have  juft  now  mentioned, 

a/fured  me  that  he  had  feen  a  Fountain,   the  Water  of  which  is 

like  Oil,  and  has  the  Tafte  of  Iron.     He  faid  alfo,  that  a  little 

further  there  is  another  Fountain  exadtly  like  it,   and  that  the 

Savages  make  Ufe  of  its  Water  to  appeafe  all  Manner  of  Pains. 

The  Bay  of  the  Tfonnonthouans  is  a  charming  Place  :  A  pretty 

A  T\  r  •    '      f    River  winds  here  between  two  fine  Meadows, 

^  Uejcnpuon  oj    bordered  with  little  Hills,  between  which  we 

Z'  ^"^  1  *'''        difcover  Vallies  which  extend  a  great  Way. 

Tfonnonthouans.     ^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  the  fineft  Profpeft    in 

the  World,  bounded  by  a  great  Foreft  of  high  Trees  ;  but  the 
Soil  appears  to  me  to  be  fomcthing  light  and  Amdy. 

We  continued  our  Courfe  at  half  an  Hour  paft  One,  and  we 
failed  till  Ten  o'Clock  at  Night.  We  intended  to  go  into  a 
little  River  which  they  called  La  Riviere  aux  BaeufSf  (Ox  River)  ; 
but  we  found  the  Entrance  (hut  up  by  Sands,  which  often  happens 
to  the  little  Rivers  which  run  into  the  Lakes,  becaufe  they 
bring  down  with  them  much  Sand  ;  and  when  the  Wind  comes 
from  the  Lakes,  thefe  Sands  are  llopped  by  the  Waves,  and  form 
by  Degrees  a  Bank  fo  high  and  fo  ftrong,  that  thefe  Rivers  can- 
not break  through  it,  unlefs  it  be  when  their  Waters  arc  fwelled 
by  the  melting  of  the  Snow. 
I  was  therefore  obliged  to  pafs  the  reft  of  the  Night  in  my 
Of  th    R'  Canoe,  where  I  was  forced  to  endure  a  pretty 

N'a  ara^     ''^'^       fuarp  Froft.     Indeed  one  could  fcarcely  here 
^      *  perceive  the  Shrubs  begin  to  bud  :    All  the 

Trees  were  as  bare  as  in  the  Midft  of  Winter.  We  departed  from 
thence  at  half  an  Hour  paft  Three  in  the  Morning,  tne  jzd,  be- 
ing Afcenjton-Day,  and  I  went  to  fay  Mafs  at  Nine  o'Clock  in 
what  they  call  le  Grand  Maraisy  (the  great  Marjh).  This  is  a 
Bay  much  like  that  of  the  Tfonnonthouans y  but  the  Land  here  ap- 
peared to  me  not  to  be  fo  good.  About  Two  in  the  Afternoon  we 
entered  into  the  River  iV/og-zir^,  formed  by  the  great  Fall  which 
I  (hall  mention  prefently  ;  or  rather,  it  is  the  River  ^t.  Laurence^ 
which  comes  out  of  the  Lake  £r//,  and  paffes  through  the  Lake 
Ontarioy  after  a  Straight  of  fourteen  Leagues.  Thev  call  it  the 
River  of  Niagara  from  the  Fall,  and  this  Space  is  about  fix 
Leagues.  We  go  South  at  the  Entrance.  When  we  have  made  three 
Leagues,  we  find  upon  the  Left  Hand  fome  Cabins  of  Iroquois 
Tfonnonthouans y  and  fome  MiJJifaguez,  as  at  Catarocoui.  The  Sieur 
Joncairey  a  Lieutenant  in  our  Troops,  has  alfo  a  Cabin  here,  to 
which  they  give  before-hand  the  Name  of  Fort  (a)  ;  for  they 
fay  that  in  Time  it  will  be  changed  into  a  real  Fortrefs. 

(a)  The  Fort  has  been  built  fince  at  the  Entrance  of  the  River  Niarargy 
on  the  fame  Side,  and  exaftly  in  the  Place  where  M.  de  Dinonville  had  ouilt 
one,  which  did  not  (ubfiA  a  long  Time.  Ther«  is  alfo  here  the  Beginnings 
•f  a  F««ri  Village.  ... 

U  I  found 


hX: 


146       *       »     jfn  Hyiorical  Journal  of 

I  found  here  feveral  OfHcers,  who  muft  return  in  a  few  Dtyt 
to  ^Bect  which  obliges  me  to  clofe  this  Letter,  that  I  may  fend 
St  by  this  Opportunity.  As  for  myfelf,  I  forefee  I  (hall  have 
Time  enougn  after  their  Departure  to  write  you  another ;  and  tho 
Place  itfelf  will  furnifh  me  with  enough  to  fill  it,  with  that 
which  I  ihall  learn  farther  from  the  Officers  J  have  mentioned. 

/  am,  ice. 


W'.. 


\\\ 


LETTER    XIV. 


>.«• 


WhatpaJJid  betnveenthe  Tfonnonthouans  and  the  Englifli,  onihe  Oc- 
cafion  of  our  Settlement  at  Niagara.  The  Fire-Dance  :  A  Story 
«»  this  Occajion,     A  Defer iftion  of  the  Fall  of  Niagara. 

Madam,  Fall  of  Niagara,  JWitiy  26. 

I  Have  already  had  the  Honour  to  inform  you  that  we  have 
here  a  Project  of  a  Settlement.  To  underfland  well  the  Oc-> 
caHon  of  it,  you  muft  know,  that  by  Virtue  of  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,  the  EngUJh  pretend  to  have  a  Right  to  the  Sovereignty 
of  all  the  Country  of  the  Iroquois,  and  of  Confequence  to  have 
no  Bounds  on  that  Side  but  the  Lake  Ontario.  Neverthelefs,  it 
was  concei'-ed  that  if  their  Pretenfions  took  Place,  it  would 
foon  be  in  their  Power  to  fettle  themfelves  drongly  in  the  Cen* 
tre  of  the  French  Colony,  or  at  leaft  to  ruin  their  Trade  entirely. 
It  was  therefore  thought  proper  to  guard  againll  this  Inconveni- 
ence ;  neverthelefs,  without  any  Infringement  of  the  Treaty  : 
And  there  was  no  Method  found  better  than  to  feat  ourfelves  in 
a  Place  which  (hould  fecure  to  us  the  ixtt  Communication  of  the 
Lakes,  and  where  the  EngUJh  had  no  Power  to  oppofe  our  Set- 
tlement. The  Commiffion  for  this  Purpofe  was  given  to  M.  de 
Joncaire  ;  who  having  been  a  Prifon''  <n  his  Youu  amongft  the 
Tfonnonthouans,  gained  fo  much  '  .  avour  of  thefe  Savages, 
that  they  adopted  him  :    And  er  the  greateft  Heat  of  the 

Wars  which  we  have  had  againil  i  ,  in  which  he  ferved  very 
honourably,  he  has  always  cnjoyi^  the  Privileges  of  hie  Adop-^ 
tion. 

As  foon  z&VL.  de  Joncaire  received  his  Orders  for  the  Execu- 
cution  of  the  Projeft  I  have  mentioned,  he  went  to  the  Tfonnon- 
thouans, and  aflembled  the  Chiefs ;  and  after  having  afiured  them 
that  he  had  no  greater  Pleafure  in  the  World  than  to  live  among 
his  Brethren,  he  added  alfo,  that  he  would  vifit  them  much 
oftener,  if  he  had  a  Cabin  among  them,  where  he  might  retire 
when  he  wanted  to  enjoy  his  Liberty.  They  replied,  that  they  had 

never 
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never  ceafed  to  Lok  upon  him  as  one  of  their  Children  ;  that 
he  might  live  in  any  Place,  and  that  he  might  chafe  the  Place 
that  he  judged  moil  convenient.  He  required  no  more :  He 
came  dire£lly  here,  £xed  upon  a  Spot  by  the  Side  of  the  River 
that  terminates  the  Canton  of  the  T/onnontbtuanst  and  built  a  Ca- 
bin upon  it.  The  News  was  foon  carried  to  New  Tork,  and 
caufea  there  fo  much  the  more  Jealoufy,  as  the  Englijh  had  never 
been  able  to  obtain  in  any  of  the  Iroquois  Cantons  what  was  now 
granted  to  the  Sieur  Joncaire. 

They  complained  in  a  haughty  Manner,  and  their  Complaints 

cTL  17  «,rn,  J.      w*r^  fupported  by  Prefents,  which  brought 

\  f.Lr^!i^\    tHe  other  four  Cantons  into  their  Inteicft  : 

it  »  sir  a  ^"^   ^^^^  ^^g"^^^'*  nothing,  becaufc  the  Iro^ 

"  quoii  Cantons  are  independent  of  each  other, 

and  very  jealous  of  this   Independence  :    It  was  therefore  ne- 
cefTary  to  gain  the  T/otmoHthouans,  and  the  Englijh  left  no  Means 
untried  for  this  Purpofe ;    but   they  foon  perceived  that  they 
Ihould  never  fuccecd  in  diflodging  M.  de  'joncaire  from  Niagara, 
Then  they  reduced  their  Terms  to  this  Requefl,  that  at  leail  they 
might  be  permitted  to  have  a  Cabin  in  the  fame  Place.     '*  Our 
Land  is  in  Peace,  ^faid  the  T/onnonthouans  to  them)  the  French 
and  you  cannot    live  together  without  dillurbing  it  :    Fur- 
thermore, (added  they)  it  is  of  no  Confcquence  that  M.  dejon^ 
**"  caire  dwells  here  ;    he  is  a  Child  of  the  Nation  ;    he  enjoys 
«*  his  Right,  and  we  have  no  Right  to  deprive  him  of  it." 
We  mull  allow.  Madam,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  Thing  but  a 
n  /•  •*«  •       r      ^^^^  ^^^  *^®  public  Gpod  that  can  engage 
Dejcription  ot       ^^  officer  to  live  in  a  Country  like  this.    It 
the  Country  of  ^x^     is   impoffible  to   fee  one  more    favagc   and 
^S^""^*  frightful.      On   one   Side  we  fee  under  our 

Feet,  and  as  it  were  in  the  Bottom  of  an  Abyfs,  a  great  River 
indeed  ;  but  which,  in  this  Place,  refembles  more  a  Torrent  by 
its  vapidity,  and  by  the  Whirlpools  which  a  thoufand  Roclcs 
make  m  it,  through  which  it  has  much  Difficulty  to  find  a  Paf- 
fage,  and  by  the  Foam  with  which  it  is  always  covered.  On 
the  other  Side,  the  View  is  covered  by  three  Mountains  fet  one 
upon  another,  the  laft  of  which  lofes  itfelf  in  the  Clouds  ;  and 
the  Poeis  might  well  have  faid,  that  it  was  in  this  Place  the  TV' 
4aHs  would  have  fcaled  Heaven.  In  fhort,  which  Way  foever 
v'ou  turn  your  Eyes,  you  do  not  difcovcr  any  Thing  but  what  in- 
fpires  a  fecret  Horror. 

It  is  true  that  we  need  not  go  far  to  fee  a  great  Change. 
Behind  thefe  wild  and  uninhabitable  Mountains  wc  fee  a  rich 
Soil,  magnificent  Forefts,  pleafant  and  fruitful  Hills  :  We 
treathe  a  pure  Air,  and  enjoy  a  temperate  Climate,  between  two 
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I^alccs,  the  \tt\  (a)  of  which  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues 
in  Compafs. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  if  we  had  had  the  Precaution  to  have 
iiecured  ourfelves  early  by  ?  good  Fortrefs,  and  by  a  moderate 
peopling  of  a  Poll  of  this  Importance,  all  the  Forces  of  the 
Iroquois  and  the  Englip>  j'>ined  together,  would  not  be  capable  at 
this  Time  of  driving  us  out  of  it,  and  that  we  Ihould  be  our- 
felves in  a  Condition  to  give  Laws  to  the  firft,  and  to  hinder  the 
greateft  Par',  of  the  Savages  from  carrying  their  Peltry  to  the 
Second,  as  they  do  with  Impunity  every  Day. 

The  Company  which  I  found  here  with  M.  de  Joncaire,  was 
compofed  of  the  Baron  de  Lrv^uJl^  the  King's  Lieutenant  at 
Montrealt  and  the  Marquis  de  Ca'vagnalt  Son  of  the  Marquis  de 
Vaudreui),  the  prefent  Governor  General  of  Neio  France^  and  of 
M.  de  Sennen'uUt  Captain,  and  the  Sieur  de  la  C&awvigfterie,  En- 
fign,  and  the  King's  Interpreter  for  the  Iroquois  Language.  Thefe 
Gentlemen  are  going  jto  negociate  an  Accommodation  with  the 
Canton  of  Onnontague,  and  had  Orders  to  vifit  the  Settlement  of 
M.  de  Jottcairey  wiui  which  they  were  very  well  fatisfied.  The 
T/onnonthouans  renewed  to  them  the  Promife  they  had  made  to  fup- 
port  him.  This  was  done  in  a  Council  ;  where  M.  de  Joncaire^ 
as  I  have  been  told,  fpoke  with  all  the  Senfe  of  the  moft  fenfible 
Frenchman^  and  with  the  moft  fublime  Iroquois  Eloquence. 

The  Night  before  their  Departure,  that  is  to  fay ^  the  24th,  a 

A  T)  r  'm'  f  ^HFfi^i,^'  %^\^  us  an  Entertainment  which  is 
*/.  P'  n  '^'^  fomething  Angular,  He  was  quite  naked  when 
the  rire-i^ance.       .^  j^  .  ^^^  ^y^^^  ^^  entered   the  Cabin 

of  this  Savage,  we  found  a  Fire  lighted,  near  which  a  Man  beat 
(fmgingatthefameTime)  upon  a  Kind  of  Drum :  Another  ihook, 
without  ceafing  his  Cktchikoue^  and  fung  alfo.  This  lafted  two 
I^ours,  till  we  were  quite  tired  of  it ;  for  they  faid  always  the 
iame  Thing,  or  rather  they  formed  Sounds  that  were  but  half 
articulate,  without  any  Variation.  We  begged  of  the  Mafterof 
the  Cabin  to  put  an  End  to  this  Prelude,  and  it  was  with  much 
Reluftance  he  gave  us  this  Mark  of  his  Complaifance.  Then 
we  faw  appear  five  or  fix  Women  ;  who  placing  themfelves  Side 
by  Side  on  the  fame  Line,  as  clofe  as  tney  could  to  each  other, 
with  their  Arms  hanging  down,  fung  and  danced,  that  is  to  fay , 
without  breaking  the  Line,  they  made  fome  Steps  in  Cadence, 
fometimes  forward  and  fometimes  backward.  When  they  had 
continued  this  about  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  they  put  out  the 
Fire,  which  alone  gave  LieKt  to  the  Cabin  ;  and  then  we  faw 
nothing  but  a  Savage,  who  had  in  his  Mouth  a  lighted  Coal, 
and  who  danced.   The  Symphony  of  the  Drum  and  the  Chichi- 

koue 

(a)  The  Lake  Ontario,  The  Lake  fri/is  three  hundred  Leagues  in  Compafs' 
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hue  ftill  continued.  The  Women  renewed  from  Time  to  Tim* 
their  Dances  and  their  Song.  Ihc  Savage  danced  all  the  Time; 
but  as  he  was  only  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  faint  Gloom  of  the 
lighted  Coal  which  he  had  in  his  Mouth,  he  appeared  like  « 
Spe^lre,  and  made  a  horrible  Si^ht.  1  his  Mixture  of  Dances, 
Songs,  Inftroments,  and  the  Fire  of  the  Coal  which  ftill  kcjpt 
lighted,  had  fomethine  odd  and  favage,  whi^.h  amufed  us  for 
half  an  Hour  ;  after  wnich  we  went  out  of  iu*i  Cabin,  but  the 
Sport  continued  till  Day-light.  And  this  is  all.  Madam,  that  I 
have  fecn  of  the  i^ ire-Dance.  I  could  never  learn  what  paficd 
the  reft  of  the  Night.  The  Mufick,  which  I  heard  ftill  forne 
Time,  was  more  tolerable  at  a  Diftance  tkan  near.  The  Con<* 
traft  of  the  Voices  of  the  Men  and  Women,  at  a  certain  Di- 
ftance, had  an  EfFeft  that  was  pretty  enough  ;  and  one  may  fay, 
that  if  the  Women  Savages  had  a  good  Manner  of  finging,  it 
would  be  a  Pleafure  to  hear  them  fing. 

I  had  a  great  Defire  to  know  how  a  Man  could  hold  a  lighted 
-  „  , .        Coal  fo  long  in  his  Mouth,  without  burning 

A  btory  ontf:is  j^^  ^^^  without  its  being  extinguiftied  ;  but 
Subject,  ^jj  jj^^j  J  ^^yjj  jg^j.j^  ^f  jj   ^^3^   ^^^^  ^^^  gj^_ 

vages  know  a  Plant  which  fecures  the  Part  that  is  rubbed  with 
it  From  being  burnt,  and  that  they  would  never  communicate 
the  Knowledge  of  it  to  the  Europeans.  We  know  that  Garlick 
and  Onions  will  produce  the  fame  EfFed,  but  then  it  is  only  for  « 
Ihort  Time  (a).  On  the  other  Hand,  how  could  this  Coal  conti- 
nue fo  long  on  Fire  ?  However  this  may  be,  I  remember  to  have 
read  in  the  Letters  of  one  of  our  antient  Miflionaries  of  CanadM 
fomething  like  this,  and  which  he  had  from  another  Miffionary 
who  was  a  Witnefs  thereof.  This  laft  ftiewed  him  one  Day  % 
Stone,  which  a  Juggler  had  thrown  into  the  Fire  in  his  Prefence, 
and  left  it  there  till  it  was  thoroughly  heated ;  after  which, 
growing,  as  it  were  furious,  he  took  it  between  his  Teeth,  and 
carrying  it  all  the  Way  thus,  he  went  to  fee  a  fick  Perfon,  whi- 
ther the  MilTionary  followed  him.  Upon  entering  the  Cabin,  he 
threw  the  Stone  upon  the  Ground ;  and  the  Miffionary  having 
taken  it  up,  he  found  printed  in  it  the  Marks  of  the  Teeth  of 
the  Savage,  in  whofe  Mouth  he  perceived  no  Marks  of  Burning. 
The  Miffionary   does   not  fay  what  the   Juggler  did  afterward 

for  the  Relief  of  the  fick  Perfon. The  following  is  a  Faftof 

the  fame  Kind,  which   comes    from   the   fame  Source,  and  of 
which  you  may  make  what  Judgment  you  pleafe. 


(a)  They  fay  that  the  Leaf  of  the  Plant  of  tl  e  Anemony  of  ConmiM^ 
though  of  a  cauftick  Nature  in  itfclf,  has  this  Viitue. 
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A  fiui'on  Woman,  after  a  Dreanij  real  or  imaginary,  was  taiceii 

Another  remark'     ^^'^^  ^  fwimming  of  the  Head,  and  almoll  a 

»ble  Storv  of  a  '     g^"^*"*^  ContraAion  of  the  Sinews.    As  from 

^,^         ^  ''  the   Beginning  of  this  Diflemper  flic  never 

flept  without  a  great  Number  of  Dreams, 
which  troubled  her  much,  flie  euefled  there  was  fome  Myftery  in 
)t,  and  took  it  into  her  Head  that  fliefliould  be  cured  by  Meant 
6f  a  Feaft  ;  of  which  ftie  regulated  herfelf  the  Ceremonies,  ac-^ 
eotding  to  what  {he  remembered,  as  ftie  faid,  of  what  flie  had 
feen  praftifed  before.  She  delired  that  they  would  carry  her 
direftly  to  the  Village  where  flie  was  born  \  and  the  Elders  whom 
ftie  acquainted  with  r^rDefip  i,  e/horted  all  the  People  toaccom-' 
jpany  her.  In  a  M(  ,  nt  '  l  Cabin  was  filled  with  People,  who 
€ame  to  offer  their  Sen:-  :  *^he  accepted  them,  and  inftrufled 
fhem  what  they  were  i;  i  ;  :.r>^  immediately  the  ftrongeft  put 
lier  into  a  Balket,  and  cai.^ecl  he  '  Turns,  fmging  with  all  their 
Strength. 

When  it  was  known  flie  was  near  the  Village,  they  siflembled  a 
great  Council,  and  out  of  Refpefl  they  invited  the  Miflionaries 
fo  It,  who  in  vain  did  every  Thing  in  their  Power  to  di/Tuade 
fhem  from  a  Thing  in  which  they  had  Reafon  to  fufpeft  there 
teas  as  much  Superftition  as  Folly.  They  liftened  quietly  to  all 
they  could  fay  on  this  Subieft  ;  but  when  they  had  done  fpeak-^ 
JnjT,  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Council  undertook  to  refute  their 
l)ifcourfe  :  He  could  not  effeft  this ;  bui  fetting  afide  the  Mif- 
fionarics,  he  exhorted  all  the  People  to  accjuit  themfelves  exaftly 
of  all  that  fliould  be  ordered,  and  to  maintain  the  antient  Cul-* 
toms.  Whilft  he  was  fpeaking,  two  Meflengers  from  the  fick 
l*erfon  entered  the  Aflembly,  and  brought  News  that  flic  would 
foon  arrive  ;  and  defired,  at  herRequell,  that  they  would  fend  to 
fncet  her  two  Boys  and  two  Girls,  drefl*ed  in  Robes  and  Necklaces^ 
withfuch  Prefents  as  flie  named ;  adding,  that  flic  would  declare  her 
Intentions  to  thefe  four  Perfons«  All  this  was  performed  imme- 
diately ;  and  a  little  Time  after,  the  four  young  Perfons  return*d 
with  their  Hands  empty,  and  almofl  naked,  the  fick  Woman 
Kaving  obliged  them  to  give  her  every  Thing,  even  to  their 
ilobes.  In  this  Condition  they  entered  into  the  Council,  which 
was  flill  aflembled,  and  there  explained  the  Demands  of  this  Wo- 
man :  They  contained  twenty-two  Articles ;  amongft  which  was 
tL  blue  Coverlet,  which  was  to  be  fupplied  by  the  MifTionaries  ; 
and  all  thefe  Things  were  to  be  delivered  immediately  :  They 
fried  all  Means  to  obtain  the  Coverlet,  but  were  conftanily  re- 
fufed,  and  they  were  obliged  to  go  without  it.  As  foon  as  the 
lick  Woman  had  received  the  other  Prefents,  flie  entered  the  Vil- 
lage, carried  in  the  Manner  as  before.  In  the  Evening  a  public 
Cryer  gave  Notice,  by  her  Order,  to  keep  Fires  lightecfin  all  the 
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Cabins,  becaufe fhe  was  to  vifit  them  all  ;  which  Hic  Oi.l  as  foon 
as  the  Sun  was  fet,  fupported  by  two  Men,  and  foIlo\  i  hj  all 
the  Village.  She  patTed  through  the  Midtl  of  all  the  M;;*,  'icr 
Feet  and  her  Leas  being  naked,  and  felt  no  Pain  ;  \  hiUt  her 
two  Supporters,  tnoueh  they  kept  as  far  from  the  Fires  as  they 
poffibly  could,  AifFered  much  by  them  ;  for  they  were  to  lead  her 
thus  through  more  than  three  hundred  Fires.  As  for  the  ficl^ 
Woman,  they  never  heard  her  complain  but  of  CoM  j  and  a)t 
the  End  of  tnis  Courfe,  (he  declared  that  (he  found  herlelf  eafed. 

The  next  Day,  at  Sun-rife,  they  began,  by  her  Order  ftill,  ^ 
Sort  of  Bacchanal,  which  lafted  three  Days  :  Tl..  firft  Day  thi? 
People  ran  through  all  the  Cabins,  breaking  and  overfetting 
every  Thing  ;  and  by  Degrees,  as  the  Noifc  and  Hurly-burly  cii^ 
creafed,  the  fick  Woman  aflured  them  that  her  Pains  diminiihcd. 
The  two  next  Days  were  employed  in  going  over  all  ths 
Hearths  (he  had  patted  before  ;  ana  in  propofing  her  Defires  in 
enigmatical  Terms  ;  they  were  to  find  them  cut  by  Guefs,  snd 
accomplifh  them  direftly.  There  were  fome  of  them  hor  i, 
obfcene.  The  fourth  Day  the  fjck  Woman  made  a  fecond  V'xiii  t<i 
all  the  Cabins,  but  in  a  different  Manner  from  the  firft  :  S'  wi. 
in  the  Midft  of  two  Bands  of  Savages,  who  marched  i'^  k:  -^'v 
with  afadandlanguifhing  Air,  and  kept  a  profound  Silence:  "^  .«?'' 
fuffered  no  Perfon  to  come  in  her  Way  ;  and  thofc  \vH^  were  af 
the  Head  of  her  Efcort,  took  Care  to  drive  all  thofe  ■."  .hat 
they  met.  As  foon  as  the  fick  Woman  was  entered  into  a  Cabin, 
they  made  her  fit  down,  and  they  placed  thcmfelves  round  her  ; 
She  fighed,  and  gave  an  Account  of  her  SafFerings  in  a  very  af, 
fefting  Tone,  and  made  them  to  underftand  that  her  pcrfcft  Cure 
depended  on  the  Accomplifhmentof  her  Defire,  which  ftie  did  not 
explain,  but  they  muft  guefs :  Every  one  did  the  beft  they  coulij  j 
but  this  Defire  was  very  complicated :  It  contained  many- 
Things  :  As  they  named  any  one,  they  were  obliged  to  give  i{ 
her,  and  in  general  fhe  never  went  out  of  a  Cabin  till  (he  had  got 
every  Thing  in  it.  When  fhe  faw  that  they  could  not  guefs 
right,  fhe  exprefled  herfelf  more  plainly  ;  and  when  they  had 
guefTed  all,  fhe  caufed  every  Thing  to  be  reftored  which  flie  had 
received.  Then  they  no  longer  doubted  but  that  fhe  was  cured. 
They  made  a  Feaft,  which  confifted  in  Cries,  or  rather  frightful 
Howlings,  and  in  all  Sorts  of  extravagant  Adions.  Laftly,  fli<j 
returned  Thanks  i  and  the  better  to  ftiew  her  Acknowledgment, 
fhe  vifited  a  third  Time  all  the  Cabins,  but  without  any  Cere- 
mony. 

The  MifTionary  who  was  prefent  at  this  ridiculous  Scene  fays, 
that  fhe  was  not  entirely  cured,  but  was  much  better  than  be- 
fore :  Neverthelefs,  a  flrong  and  healthy  Perfon  would  have 
been  killed   by  this  Ceremony.     This  Father  took  Care  to  cb- 
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lerve  to  them,  that  her  pretended  Genius  had  promifed  her  a 
|>crfe£b  Cure,  and  had  not  kept  his  Word.  I'hey  replied,  that 
IP  i'uch  a  great  Number  of  Things  commanded,  it  was  very 
diflicult  not  to  havcomit^id  one.  He  expected  that  they  would 
liavc  infifled  princioally  on  the  Refufal  ot  the  Coverlet ;  and  in 
Fa£t  they  did  juft  mention  it ;  but  they  added,  that  after 
this  Refufal  the  Genius  appeared  to  the  iick  Woman,  and  a/Tured 
her  that  this  incident  ihould  not  do  her  any  Prejudice,  be- 
caufe  as  the  French  were  not  the  natural  Inhabitants  of  the 
Country,  the  Genii  had  no  Power  over  them. But  to  re- 
turn to  my  Journey. 
When  our  Officers  went  away,  I  afcended  thofe  frightful 
Mountains  I  fpoke  of,  to  go  to  the  famous 
Fall  of  Niagara^  above  which  I  was  to  em- 
bark. This  Journey  is  three  Leagues :  It 
v/as  formerly  five,  becaufe  they  pafled  to  the 
cither  Side  of  the  River  ;  that  is  to  fay^  to  the  Weft,  and  they 
did  not  re-embark  but  at  two  Leagues  above  the  Fall  :  But  they 
have  found  on  the  Left,  about  half  a  Mile  from  this  Catara£l,  a 
Bay  wherejhe  Current  is  not  perceiveable,  and  of  Confequence 
where  one  may  embark  without  Danger.  My  firft  Care,  at  my  Ar- 
rivrJ,  v;as  to  vifit  the  fined  Cafcade  perhaps  in  the  World  ;  but  I 
dire^ly  found  the  Baron  dt  la  Hontan  was  miftaken,  both  as  to  its 
Height  and  its  Form,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  make  me  think  he 
had  never  feen  it.  It  is  certain  that  if  we  meafurc  its  Height 
by  the  three  Mountains  which  we  muft  firft  pafs  over,  there  is 
not  much  to  bate  of  the  fix  hundred  Feet  which  the  Map  of  M. 
ti-ehp  gives  it ;  who,  without  Doubt,  did  not  advance  this  Pa- 
radoXjUUt  on  the  Credit  of  Baron  de  la  Hontan  and  Father  Hen" 
itepin.  Bat  after  I  arrived  at  the  Top  of  the  third  Mountain,  I 
ohfervcdthat  in  the  Space  of  the  three  Leagues,  which  I  travelled 
aft^rvvrrds  to  this  Fall  of  Water,  tho*  we  muft  fometimes  afcend, 
we  defcended  ftill  more  ;  and  this  is  what  thefe  Travellers 
do  not  fcem  to  have  well  confidered.  As  we  cannot  approach 
the  Cafc^.de  but  by  the  Side,  nor  fee  it  but  in  Profile,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  meafure  it  with  Inftruments  :  We  tried  to  do  it  with  a 
long  Cord  fattened  to  a  Pole  ;  and  after  we  had  often  tried  this 
Way,  we  found  the  Depth  but  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  or  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Feet:  But  we  could  not  be  furethat  the  Pole 
was  not  ftopped  by  fome  Rock  which  juts  out  ;  for  although 
it  was  always  drawn  up  wet,  as  alfo  the  End  of  the  Cord  to 
which  it  was  fattened,  this  proves  nothing,  becaufe  the  Water 
which  falls  from  the;, Mountain  rebounds  very  high  in  a  Foam. 
As  for  myfelf,  after  I  had  viewed  it  from  all  the  Places  where 
one  may  examine  it  mott  eafily,  I  judged  one  could  not  give  it 
lefi  than  one  hundred  and  forty,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  Feet. 
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As  to  Its  Shape,  it  is  in  the  Form  of  a  Horfe-flioe,  and  about 
four  huiuired  Paces  in  Circumference  ;  but  exa£lly  in  the  Mid- 
dle it  is  divided  into  two  by  a  very  narrow  Iflapd  about  half  a 
Mile  long,  which  comes  to  a  Point  here.  But  thcfe  two  Parts 
do  foon  unite  again  :  That  which  was  on  ray  Side,  and  which  it 
onlv  feen  in  Pro/ile,  has  feveral  Points  which  jut  out;  bat  that 
which  T  faw  in  Front,  appeared  to  me  very  fmooth.  The  Baron 
ife  la  Heatan  adds  to  this  a  Torrent  which  comes  from  the 
Weft ;  but  if  this  was  not  invented  by  the  Author,  we  muft 
fay  that  in  the  Time  of  the  Snow's  melting,  the  Waters  come 
to  difcharge  themfelves  here  by  fome  Gutter. 

You  may  very  well  fuppofe,  Madam,  that  below  this  Fall  the 
River  is  for  a  long  Way  affeAed  by  this  rude  Shock,  and  indeed 
it  is  not  navigable  but  at  three  Leagues  Diftance,  and  exactly  at 
the  Place  where  M.  de  Joncaire  is  fituated.  One  would  imagine 
it  ihould  not  be  lefs  navigable  higher  up,  fince  the  River  falls 
here  perpendicularly  in  its  whole  Breadth.  But  befides  this  Ifle, 
which  divides  it  in  two,  feveral  Shelves  fcattered  here  and  there 
at  the  Sides  of,  and  above  this  Ifland,  much  abate  the  Rapidity 
of  the  Curren*.  It  is  nevcrthelefs  fo  drone,  notwithftanding  all 
this,  that  ten  or  twelve  O»/<j0M^'i  endeavouring  one  Day  to  crofs 
the  Ifland,  toiliun  fomc  Iroqu9is  who  purfued  them,  were  carried 
away  with  the  Current  down  the  Precipice,  in  Spite  of  what- 
ever Struggles  they  could  make  to  avoid  it. 
I  have  been  told  that  the  Fifli  that  are  brought  into 
fx,^        .  this  Current,   are   killed   thereby,  and  that 

thitclila*'^'"  ""    **^*  Savages  fettled  in  thefe  Parts  make  an 
.aji.a^e.  Advantage  of  it ;  but  I  faw  no  fuch  Thing. 

I  have  alfo  been  aflured,  that  the  Birds  that  attempted  to  flyover 
it,  were  fometimes  drawn  into  the  Vortex  which  was  formed 
in  the  Air  by  the  Violence  of  this  Torrent ;  but  I  obferved 
quite  the  contrary.  I  faw  fome  little  Birds  flying  about,  direftly 
over  the  Fall,  which  came  away  wl.hout  any  Difticulty,  This 
Sheet  of  Water  is  received  upon  a  Rock  ;  and  two  Reafons 
perfuade  me  that  it  has  found  here,  or  perhaps  has  made  here  by 
Length  of  Time,  a  Cavern  which  has  fome  Depth.  The  flrft  is, 
that  the  Noife  it  makes  is  very  dead,  and  like  Thunder  at  a  Di- 
ftance.  It  is  fcarcely  to  be  heard  at  M.  de  Joncairt*^  Cabin, 
and  perhaps  alfo  what  one  hears  there,  is  only  the  dafhing  of 
the  Water  againft  the  Rocks,  which  fill  the  Bed  of  the  River  up 
to  this  Place  :  And  the  rather,  bccaufe  above  the  CataraA  the 
Noife  is  not  heard  near  fo  far.  The  fecond  Rcafon  is,  that  no- 
thin^g  has  ever  re-appeared  (as  they  fay)  of  all  that  has  fallen 
into  it,  not  even  the  Wreck  of  the  Canoe  of  the  Outaouais  I 
mentioned  juft:  now.  However  this  may  be,  Ovid  gives  us  a 
Defcription  of  fuch  a  Catarafl,  which  he  fays  in  in  the  delirh  - 
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ful  Valley  of  Temp«,  The  Country  about  Niagara  Is  far  front 
being  To  fine,  but  I  think  its  Catarafl  is  much  finer  (a). 

For  the  reft,  I  perceived  no  Mill  over  it,  but  from  behind.  At 
a  Diftance  one  would  take  it  for  Smoke ;  and  it  would  deceive 
any  Perfon  that  fheuld  come  in  Sieht  of  the  Ifland,  without 
knowing  before-hand  that  there  is  fuch  a  furprifing  Catarafl  in 
this  Place.  The  Soil  of  the  three  Leagues  wnich  1  travelled  on 
Foot  to  come  here,  and  which  they  call  the  Portage  of  Niagara, 
does  not  appear  good  :  It  is  alfo  badly  wooded  ;  and  one  can- 
not go  ten  Steps  without  walking  upon  an  Ant-Hill,  or  without 
meeting  with   Rattle-Snakes.'  •  I   believe.  Madam,   that  I 

told  you  that  the  Savages  eat  as  a  Dainty  the  Fle(h  of  thefe 
Reptiles  ;  and,  in  general.  Serpents  do  not  caufe  any  Horror  to 
thefe  People  :  There  is  no  Anin  al,  the  Form  of  which  is  oftcner 
marked  upon  their  Faces,  and  on  other  Parts  of  their  Bodies, 
and  they  never  hunt  them  but  to  eat.  The  Bones  and  the  Skins 
of  Serpents  are  alfo  much  ufed  by  the  Jugglers  and  Sorcerers, 
to  perform  their  Deluftons,  and  they  make  tnemfelves  Fillets  and 
Girdles  of  their  Skins.  It  is  alfo  true,  that  they  have  the  Se- 
cret of  enchanting  them,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  of  be- 
numbing them  ;  fo  that  they  take  them  alive,  handle  them, 
and  put  them  in  their  Bofoms,  without  receiving  any  Hurt  ; 
and  this  helps  to  confirm  the  high  Opinion  thefe  People  have  of 
them. 

I  was  going  to  clofe  this  Letter,  when  I  was  informed  that  we* 

^       ^.  fhould  not  depart  To-morrow,  as  I  expelled. 

i>ome  Ltrcum-        j  ^^^  y^^^  j^  ^.^j^  Patience,  and  make  good 

Ufe  of  the  Time.  I  fhall  therefore  proceed  on 
the  Article  of  the  Wars  of  the  Savages, 
which  will  not  be  foon  finilhed. — As  foon  as 
all  the  Warriors  are  embarked,  the  Canoes  at  firft  go  a  little 
Way,  and  range  themfelves  clofe  together  upon  a  Line  :  Then 
the  Chief  rifes  up,  and  holding  a  Chichicoue  in  his  Hand,  he 
thunders  out  his  Son^  of  War,  and  his  Soldiers  anfwer  him  by  a 
treble  //If,  drawn  with  all  their  Strength  from  the  Bottom  of 
their  Breads.  The  Elders  and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Council  who 
remain  upon  the  Shore,  exhort  the  Warriors  to  behave  well, 
and  efpecially  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  furprifed.  Of  all 
the  Aavice  tnat  can  be  given  to  a  Savage,  this  is  the  moft  ne- 
ceffary,  and  that  of  which  in  general  he  makes  the  leaft  Benefit* 

(a)  Eft  nemus  Haemoniae  prznipta  quod  undiq;  daudit 
Sylva,  vocant  Tempe,  per  qua  Peneus  ab  imo 
Effufus  Pindo  fpuniofis  volvitur  Undis. 
DejeAifque  gravi  tenues  agitantia  Fumos 
Nubila  conducit,  fummifque  afpergine  fylvat 
Imuluit,  &  fonitu  pluliquam  vicina  f.tisat. 
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This  Exhortation  does  not  interrupt  the  Chief,  who  continues 
ringing.  Laftly,  the  Warriors  conjure  their  Relation*  and  Friends 
not  to  forget  them.  Then  fending  forth  all  together  hideous 
Howlings,  they  fet  cfF  directly  and  row  with  fuch  Speed  that 
they  arc  foon  out  of  Sight. 

The  Hurons  and  the  Iroquois  do  not  ufe  the  Chichicoue,  but 
the^  give  them  to  their  Prifoners :  So  that  thefe  Inftrumenfr, 
which  amongft  others  is  an  Inftrument  of  War,  feem  amongft 
them  to  be  a  Marie  of  Slavery.  The  Warriors  feldom  make  any 
fliort  Marches,  efpecially  when  the  Troop  is  numerous.  But  on 
the  other  Hand,  they  take  Prefages  from  every  Thing;  and  the 
Jugglers,  whofe  Bunnefs  it  is  to  explain  them,  haften  or  retard 
the  Marches  at  their  Pleafure.  Whilft  they  are  not  in  a  fuf- 
pefted  Country,  they  take  no  Precaution,  and  frequently  one 
ihail  fcarce  find  two  or  three  Warriors  together,  each  faking 
his  own  Way  to  hunt ;  but  how  far  foevcr  they  ftray  from  the 
Route,  they  all  return  punfti'^Hy  to  the  Place,  and  at  the  Hour, 
appointed  for  their  Rendezvous. 
They  encamp  a  long  Time  before  Sun-fet,  and  commonly  they 
QffL  ;.  X    leiive  before  the  Camp  a  large  Space  fur- 

/      *'    »f«w/-  j-ounded  with  Palifades,  or  rather  a  Sort  of 
^'  Lattice,  on  which  they  place  their  Manitoust 

turned  tow.Tds  the  Place  they  are  going  to.  They  invoke  them 
for  an  Hour,  and  they  do  the  fame  every  Morning  before  the^r 
decamp.  After  this  they  think  they  have  nothing  to  fear,  they 
fuppofe  that  the  Spirits  take  upon  them  to  be  Cpntinels,  and  all 
the  Army  flceps  quietly  under  their  fuppofed  Safeguard.  Expe- 
rience docs  not  undeceive  thefe  Barbarians,  nor  bring  them  out 
of  their  prefumptuous  Con6dence,  It  has  iis  Source  in  an  In- 
^lolence  and  Lazinefs  which  nothing  can  conquer. 

Every  one  is  an  Enemy  in  the  Way  of  the  Warriors ;  but  ne- 
Of  the        t'        verthelefs,  if  they  meet  any  of  their  Allies, 
rj-a-     .  D    [-^    or  any  Parties  nearly  equal  in  Force  of  Peo- 
f/far  '    pie  with  Whom  they  have  no  Quarrel,  they 

"•^      ^'^'  jmake  Friendftiip  with  each  other.   If  the  Al- 

lies they  meet  are  at  War  with  the  fame  Enemy,  the  Chief  of 
the  ftrongeft  Party,  or  of  .that  which  took  up  Arms  firft,  gives 
fome  Scalps  to  the  other,  which  they  are  always  provided  with 
for  thefe  Occafions,  and  fays  to  him,  **  Tou  ha*ve  done  your  Buji~ 
nefs\  thi  is  to  fay,  you  have  fulfilled  your  Engagement,  your 
Honour  ia  (afe,  you  may  return  Home."  But  this  is  to  be  un- 
derftood  when  the  Meeting  is  accidental,  when  they  have  not 
appointed  tnem,  and  when  they  have  no  Occafion  fw  a  Re- 
inforcement. When  they  are  juft  entering  upon  an  Ene- 
my's Country,  they  flop  for  a  Ceremony  which  is  fome- 
thing  Angular.  At  Night  they  make  a  great  Fea?l,  after 
which  they  lay  down  to  flccp :  As  foon  as  ihey  are  av/aice,  thofe 
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who  have  had  any  Dreams  go  from  Fire  to  Fire,  Tinging  their 
Song  of  Death,  with  which  they  intermix  their  Dreams  in  an 
enigmatical  Manner.  Every  one  racks  hb  Brain  to  guefs  them, 
and  if  nobody  can  do  it,  thofe  who  have  dreamt  are  at  Liberty 
to  return  Home.  This  gives  a  fine  Opportunity  to  Cowards. 
Then  they  make  new  Invocations  to  the  Spirits;  they  animate 
each  other  more  than  ever  to  do  Wonders ;  they  fwear  to  aflift 
each  other,  and  then  they  renew  their  March :  And  if  the/ 
came  thither  by  Watei,  they  quit  their  Canoes,  which  they 
hide  very  carefully.  If  every  Thing-  was  to  be  obfcrved  that  is 
prefcribcd  on  thefe  Occafions,  it  would  be  difHcult  to  furprife 
a  Party  of  War  that  is  entered  into  an  Enemy's  Country.  They 
ought  to  make  no  more  Fires,  no  more  Cries,  nor  hunt  no 
more,  nor  even  fpeak  to  each  other  but  by  Signs ;  But  thefe 
Laws  are  ill  obfcrved.  Every  Savage  is  born  premmpiuous,  and 
incapable  of  the  leaft  Reftraint.  They  fcldom  negledl,  how- 
ever, to  lend  out  every  Evening  fome  Rangers,  who  employ  two 
or  three  Hours  in  looking  round  the  Country  :  If  they  have  (ctn 
nothing,  they  go  to  fleep  quietly,  and  they  leave  the  Guard 
of  :he  Camp  again  to  the  Manitous, 

As  foon  as  they  have  difcovered  the  Enemy,  they  fend  out  a 
csr^L  '    aj.^       l     Party  to  reconnoitre  them,  and  on  their  Re- 
Ofthetr Approaches     ^^^\      ^old  a  Council.     The  Attack  is 
ana  Attacks.  generally  made  at  D.iy-break.     They  fup- 

pofe  the  Enemy  is  at  this  Time  in  their  deepefl  Sleep,  and  all 
Night  they  lie  on  their  Bellies,  without  ftirring.  The  Ap- 
proaches are  made  in  the  fame  Pofture,  crawling  on  their  Feet 
and  Hands  till  they  come  to  the  Place  :  Then  all  rife  up,  the 
Chief  gives  the  Signal  by  a  little  Cry,  to  which  all  the  Troop 
anfwcrs  by  real  Howlings,  and  they  make  at  the  fame  Time 
their  firft  Difcharge :  Then  without  giving  the  Enemy  any  Time 
to  look  about,  they  fall  upon  them  with  their  Clubs.  In  latter 
Times  thefe  People  have  fubftituted  little  Hatchets,  in  the  ftead 
of  thefe  wooden  tleai/-6nakers,  which  they  call  by  the  fame  Name; 
fince  which  their  Engagements  are  more  bloody.  When  the 
Battle  is  over  they  take  the  Scalps  of  the  dead  and  the  dying; 
and  they  never  think  of  making  Piifo.icrs  till  the  Enemy  makes 
no  more  Refinance. 

If  they  find  the  F.ncmy  on  their  Guard,  c.  coo  well  intrenched, 
thev  retire  if  they  have  Time  for  it  ;  if  not,  they  take  the  Refo- 
lution  to  fight  lloutly,  and  there  is  fometimes  much  Blood  flied 
on  both  Sides.  The  Attack  of  a  Camp  is  the  Imag<;  of  Fury 
jtf'lf ;  the  barbarous  Fierccncfsof  the  Conquerors,  and  the  Dc- 
fpair  of  the  Vanquiflied,  who  know  what  they  muft  cxpe^l  if 
they  fall  into  the  Hands  of  their  Enemies,  produce  on  either 
Side  fuch  Efforts  as  pafs  all  Dcfcription.  The  Appearance  of 
the  Comhatanw  all  befmearcd  with  black  and  red,  Hill  en- 
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creafes  the  Horror  of  the  Fight ;  and  from  this  Pattern  one 
might  make  a  true  PiAure  of  Hell.  When  the  Viftory  is  no 
longer  doubtful,  they  direftly  difpatch  all  thofe  whom  it  N/ould 
be  too  troublefome  to  carry  away,  and  feek  only  to  tire  out  the 
reft  they  intend  to  make  Prifoners. 

The  Savages  are  naturally  intrepid,  and  notwithftanding  their 
brutal  Fiercenefs,  they  yet  prefervc  in  the  midd  of  AdUon  much 
Coolnefs.  Nevcrthelels  they  never  fight  in  the  Field  but  when  they 
cannot  avoid  it.  Their  Reafon  is,  that  a  Viftory  marked  with  the 
Blood  of  the  Conquerors,  is  not  properly  a  Vidory,  and  that 
the  Glory  of  a  Chief  confifts  principally  in  bringing  back  all 
his  People  fafe  and  found.     I  have  been  told,    that  when  two 
Enemies  that  are  acquainted  meet  in  the  Fight,  there  fometimes 
paffes  between  them  Dialogues  much  like   that  of  Homer  s  He- 
roes.    I  do  not  think  this  happens  in   the   Height  of  the  En- 
gagement ;  Jut  it  may  happen  that  in  little  Rencounters,  or  per- 
haps before  pafling  a  Brook,   or  forcing  an  Intrenchment,  they 
fay  fomething  by  Way  of  Defiance,  or  to  call  to  Mind  fome  fuch 
former  Rencounter. 

War  is  commonly  made  by  a  Surprize,  and  it  generally  fuc- 
rrv  •    r  n-  ci        ceeds ;   for  as   the  Savages  very  frequently 

z         .1    i/i    1     '    neffleit   the  Precautions   neceilary  to  ihun  a 
kmiv  the  Mark  of-     o  T       r  .u  a.-  a   n  •^c  \    • 

tl  '  F  '  St  h  Surpnle,  fo  are  they  aaive  and  ucilful  in 
nemiis  eps.  furprifmg.  On  the  other  Hand,  thefe  Peo- 
ple have  a  wonderful  Talent,  I  might  fay  an  Inftin^l,  to  know 
if  any  Perfon  has  pafled  through  any  Place.  On  the  ihorteft 
Grafs,  on  the  hardell  Ground,  even  uppn  Stones,  they  difcover 
r')me  Traces,  and  by  the  Way  they  are  turned,  by  the  Shape  of 
their  Feet,  bv  the  Manner  they  are  feparated  from  each  other, 
they  diftinguifh,  as  they  fay,  the  Footfteps  of  different  Nations, 
and  thofe  of  Men  from  thofe  of  Women.  I  thought  a  long 
Time  that  there  was  fome  Exaggeration  in  this  Matter,  but  the 
Reports  of  thofe  who  have  lived  among  the  Savages  are  fo  una- 
nimous herein,  that  I  fee  no  Room  to  doubt  of  their  Sincerity  : 
Till  the  Conquerors  are  in  a  Country  of  Safety,  they  march 

n  .         ^      forward  expeditiouflv :  and   Icll  the  Wound- 

Precautions    to       j  n.     u    *^      i   u   •'«  l  i 

/• ,1      D  ^  ^^.    ed  ihould  retard  their  Retreat,  they  carry  them 

Jecurc  their  Retreat     ,     ^  .  .  ^  ,  v    "^   •     /i    i 

by  turns  on  Litters,  or  draw  them  in  Sledge* 

in  Winter.  When  they  re-enter  their  Canoes, 
they  make  their  Prifoners  fing,  and  they 
pradlife  the  fame  Thing  every  Time  they  meet  any  Allies ;  ati 
Honour  which  cofts  them  a  Feaft  who  receive  it,  and  the  un- 
fortunate Captives  fomething  more  than  the  Trouble  of  Sing- 
ing :  For  they  invite  the  Allies  to  carefs  them,  and  to  carej'i  a 
Prifoner  is  to  do  him  all  the  Mifchief  they  can  devife,  or  to  maim 
him  in  fuch  a  Manner  that  he  i&  lamed  for  ever.    But  there  are 
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f(»me  Chiefs  who  take  fome  Care  of  thefe  Wretches,  and  do  not 
fiitfer  them  to  be  too  much  abufed.  But  nothing  is  equal  to  the 
Care  they  take  to  keep  them,  by  Day  they  are  tied  by  the  Neck, 
and  by  the  Arms  to  one  of  the  Bars  of  the  Canoe.  When  they 
^o  by  Land  there  is  always  one  that  holds  them  ;  and  at  Night 
they  are  ftretched  upon  the  Earth  quite  naked ;  fome  Cords 
fartened  to  Piquets,  fixed  in  the  Ground,  keep  li.eir  Legs,  Arms, 
and  Necks  fo  confined  that  they  cannot  ftir,  and  fome  long  Cords 
alfo  confine  their  Hands  and  Feet,  in  fach  a  Manner  that  they 
cannot  make  the  leafl  Motion  without  waking  the  Savages,  who 
lye  upon  thefe  Cords. 

If  among  the  Prifoners  there  arc  found  any,  who  by  their 
Wounds  a»e  not  in  a  Condition  of  beinq;  carried  away,  they 
burn  them  direftly  ;  and  as  this  is  done  in  the  firft  Heat,  and 
when  they  are  often  in  Halle  to  retreat,  they  are  for  the  moll 
Part  quit  at  an  eafier  Rate  than  the  others,  who  are  rcferved  for 
&  flower  Punilliment. 

1'l-.c  Cuilom  among  fome  Nations  is,  that  the  Chief  of  the 
,,  ,  vliliorious  Party  leaves  on  the  Field  of  BnttJe 
his  Fighting  Club,  on  which  he  had  taken 
Care  to  trace  the  Mark  of  his  Nation,  that 
of  his  Family,  and  his  Portrait ;  that  is  to 
fay^  an  Oval,  with  iiU  the  i-'igures  he  had  in  his  Face.  Others 
paint  all  ihefe  Marks  on  the  Trunk  of  a  Tree,  or  on  a  Piece  of 
iiark,  with  Cha'coal  poundcj  and  rubbed,  mixed  with  fome 
Colours.  They  add  fome  Hieroglyphic  Charafters,  by  Means 
of  which  thofe  who  pafs  by  may  know  even  the  minuted  Cir- 
cumdances,  not  only  of  the  Adion,  but  alfo  of  the  whole  Tranf- 
a-flions  of  the  Campaign.  They  know  the  Chief  of  the  Party 
by  all  the  Marks  1  have  meniioncd  :  The  Number  of  his  Ex- 
ploits by  iO  many  Mats,  that  of  his  Soldiers  by  Lines ;  that  of 
the  Priloncrs  carried  awav  by  little  Marmojets  placed  on  a  Stick, 
or  on  a  Chichlccv.e  \  that  of  the  dead  by  human  Figures  without 
Heads,  with  Differences  to  dillinguilh  the  Men,  the  Womeo, 
and  the  Children.  But  thefe  Marks  are  not  always  fet  up  near 
the  Place  where  the  Adion  happened,  for  when  a  Party  is  pur- 
fued,  they  place  them  out  of  their  Route,  on  Purpofe  to  deceive 
their  Purfuers. 

When  the  Warriors  arc  arrived  at  a  certain  Diftance  from  the 
,  Village  from  whence  they  came,  thc)  halt, 

^jey  /ro'-     a,^j  tf,e  Qj^i^f  fends  one  to  give  Notice  of 


0/  i/jc 
ihcy  leave  rj'  tU'ir 
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his  Approach.  Among  fome  Nations,  as  foon 
a.  the  Mcffenger  is  within  hearing,  he  makes 
v;irious  Cries,  which  give  a  general  Idea  of  the  principal  Ad- 
ventures and  Snccefs  of  the  Campaign  :  He  marks  the  Number 
of  Men  they  have  loft  by  fo  many  Cries  of  Death.    Immediate- 
ly 
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ly  the  young  People  come  out  to  hear  the  Particulars :  Some- 
times the  whole  Village  comes  out,  but  one  alone  p.ddreflcs  the 
Meflenger,  and  learns  from  him  the  Detail  of  the  News  which 
he  brings  :  As  the  Meflenger  relates  a  Fadt  the  otlicr  repeats  it 
aloud,  turning  towards  thole  who  accompanied  liim,  and  they 
anfwer  him  by  Acclamations  or  difmal  Cries,  according  as  the 
News  is  mournful  or  pleafin^.  The  Meflenger  is  then  con- 
ducted to  a  Cabin,  where  the  Elders  put  to  him  the  fame  Quef- 
tions  as  before  ;  after  which  a  publick  Crier  invites  all  the 
young  People  to  go  to  meet  the  Waniors,  ainl  tlie  Women  to 

carry  them  Refrelhments. In  fome   Places   they  only  think 

at  hrft  of  mourning  for  thofe  they  have  loft.  The  Meflenger 
makes  only  Cries  of  Death.  They  do  not  ^o  to  meet  him, 
but  at  his  entering  the  Village  he  finds  all  the  People  ai- 
femblcd,  he  relates  in  a  few  Words  all  that  has  pa.Ted,  then  re- 
tires to  his  Cabin,  where  they  carry  him  Food ;  and  for  fome 
Time  they  do  nothing  but  mourn  for  the  dead. 

When  this  Time  is  expired,  they  make  another  Cry  to  pro- 
claim the  Viftory.  Then  every  one  dries  up  his  Tears,  and 
they  think  of  nothing  but  rejoicing.  Something  like  this  is 
praftifed  at  the  Return  of  the  Hunters  :  The  Worhen  who 
flayed  in  the  Village  go  to  meet  them  as  loon  as  they  are  in- 
formed of  their  Approach,  and  bcft^re  they  enquire  of  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  their  Llunting,  tlicy  inform  tliem  by  their  Tears  of  the 
Deaths  that  have  happened  fincc  their  Departure. — To  return  t© 
the  Warriors,  the  Moment  when  tiie  Women  join  them,  is  pro- 
perly fpeaking  the  Beginning  of  the  Purliflimcnt  of  tlie  Prifbn- 
crs  :  And  when  fome  of  them  r.re  intended  to  be  adopted,  which 
is  not  allowed  to  be  done  by  all  Nations;  tlielr  future  Parents, 
whom  they  take  Care  to  inform  of  it,  go  and  receive  them  at  a 
little  Diftance,  and  conduct  them  to  their  Cabins  by  fome 
round-about  Ways.  In  general  the  Captives  are  a  long  Time 
ignorant  of  their  Fate,  and  there  arc  few  who  efcupe  the  firH 
Fury  of  the  Women. 

,  I  am,  See, 
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Tbe/irjf  Rectptien  of  tht  Pri/oners.  The  Triumph  of  the  Warriors. 
The  Diftrioution  of  the  Capti'ves  :  Hoiv  they  decide  t/jeir  Fate^  am! 
'what  follcws  after.  With  ivhat  Inhumanity  they  treat  thofe  ivho 
are  condemned  to  die :  The  Courage  they  Jheav,  The  Negociations  of 
the  Satages.  - 


Madam, 


jit  the  Entrap. e  of  Lake  Erie,  May  27. 


I  Departed  this  Morning  from  the  Fall  of  Niagara,  I  had 
about  feven  Leagues  to  go  to  the  Lake  Erie,  and  I  did  it 
^without  any  Trouble.  We  reckoned  that  we  fhould  not  lay  here 
this  Night ;  but  whilft  my  People  rowed  with  all  their  Strength 
I  have  pretty  well  forwarded  another  Letter,  and  while  they 
take  a  little  Reft  I  will  finifli  it  to  give  it  to  fome  Canadian 
whom  we  met  here,  and  who  are  going  to  Montreal.  I  take  up 
my  Recital  where  I  left  ofFlaft. 
All  the  Prifoners  that  are  deftined  to  Death,  and  thofe  whof 

tri    ^  n  J?     *      ^'^^^  ^^  "°   y^^  decided,  are  as  I  have  already 
//.^y>r//  Kecep.        j^  y       Madam,  abandoned  to  the  Fury  ol 

tlOM  of  the    PrtJO'        u       xr  u  ^  ^  ^u      t«;        • 

■'  •'        the  women,  who  go  to  meet  the  Warrunf. ; 

and  it  is  furprifing  that  they  refift  ai!  rhc 
Evils  they  make  them  fufFer.  If  any  one,  efpecially,  has  loll  ti- 
tlier  her  Son  or  her  Hulband,  or  any  other  Perfon  that  v  as  vJ .  ir 
to  her,  tho*  this  Lofs  had  happened  thirty  Years  befo:,..  (he  h  a 
Fury.  She  attacks  the  firft  vv'-jo  '.lis  under  her  Hand  ;  and  one 
can  fcarcely  imagine  how  far  Ihe  js  tr  ;  ;  ted  with  Rage :  She  h?» 
no  Regard  either  to  Huma-^^ry  or  T.-t »        /   and  every  Wound  fl-^r 

fives  him,  one  would  expect  him  w  iilt  dead  at  her  Feet,  if  we 
Id  not  know  how  ingenious  thcfc  Barbarians  are  in  prolonging 
the  moft  unheard  of  Punifliment :    All  the  Night  paflcs  in  this 
Manner  in  the  Camp  of  the  Warriors. 
The  next  Day  is  the  Day  of  the  Triumph  of  the  Warriors.    The 
cru    <T  '       If   Ircquoisy  and  fomc  others,  aflcdl  a  great  Modcf- 
Ihe  triumph  of    ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^j„  ^^^^^^^  Difinterefteanefs  on  thefc 
yyarrtors.  Occafions.    The  Chiefs  enter  alone  into  the 

Village,  without  any  Mark  of  Vit!;\ory,  keeping  a  profound  Silence, 
and  retire  to  their  Cabins,  without  ihewing  that  they  have  the 
leafl.Prctenfion  to  the  Prifoners.  Among  other  Nations  the  fame 
( 'I'iljm  i i  not  obferved :  The  Chief  marches  at  the  Hea4  of 
tiii  Troop  with  the  Air  of  a  Conqueror  :  His  Lieutenant  comes 
Alttv  hi'in,  and  a  Crier  ^o^s  before,  who  is  ordered  to   renew 
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the  Death  Cries.  The  Warriors  foiio  /  by  two  and  two,  the 
I'rifoners  in  the  Midft,  crowned  with  Flowers,  their  Faccsnand 
Hair  painted,  holding  a  Stick  in  one  Hand,  and  a  Chichikoue  m  the 
other,  their  Bodies  almoft  naked,  their  Arms  tied  above  the  Elbow 
with  a  Cord,  the  End  of  which  is  held  by  the  Warriors,  and 
they  fing  without  ceaiing  their  Death  Song  to  the  Sound  of  the 
Chichikoue. 
This  Song  has  fomething  mournful  and  haughty  at  the  fame 
Time  ;  and  the  Captive  has  nothing  of  the 
Air  of  a  Man  who  fuffers,  and  that  is  vah'- 


^rhe  Boaftingi  of 


the  Prifoners. 
Sones 


quifhed.  This  is  pretty  near  the  Senfe  of  thefe 
/  am  bra-ve  and  intrepid  ;  /  do  not  fear  Deaths  nor  any 
**  Kind  of  Tortures  :  Thofe  nuho  fear  them,  are  Clonjuards  \  they  are 
**  lef  than  Women  :  Life  is  nothing  to  thofe  that  ha've  Courage  :  May 
*•  My  Enemies  be  confounded  ivith  Defpair  and  Rage  .■  Oh  !  that  f 
**  could  de'vour  them,  and  drink  their  Blood  to  the  laj}  Drop  "  From 
Time  to  Time  they  Hop  them  :  The  People  gather  round  them, 
and  dance,  and  make  the  Prifoners  dance :  They  feem  to  do  \t 
with  a  good  Will ;  they  relate  the  finert  Aftions  of  their  t  ives  ; 
they  name  all  thofe  they  have  killed  or  burnt ;  and  they  ma.'ce  par- 
ticular Mention  of  thofe  for  whom  the  People  prtfent  are  moftcon. 
cerned.  One  wnuld  fay  that  they  only  feek  to  animate  more  and  more 
againft  them  the  Matters  of  their  Fate.  In  Fadl,  thefe  Boaftings- 
make  thofe  who  hear  them,  quite  furious,  and  they  pay  dear  for 
their  Vanity  :  But  by  the  Manner  in  which  they  receive  the  molt 
cruel  Treatment,  one  would  fay  that  they  take  a  Pleafure  in  being? 
tormented. 
Sometimes  they  oblige  the  Prifoners  to  run  through  two  Ranks  of 
Savages,  armed  with  Stones  and  Sticks,  who 
fall  upon  them  as  it  they  would  knock  them 
on  the  Head  at  the  f.rli  Blow  ;  yet  it  never 
happens  that  they  kill  them  ;  fo  much  Care  do 
they  take,  even  when  they  feem  to  ftrike  at  Ran- 
dom, and  that  their  Hand  is  guided  by  Fury  alone,  not  to  touclt 
any  Part  that  would  endanger  Life.  In  this  March  every  on'  s  a 
Right  to  torment  them;  they  are  indeed  allow'dtodefend  them  es ; 
but  they  would,  if  they  were  to  attempt  it,  foon  be  overp  Vd* 
As  foon  as  they  arc  amved  at  the  Village,  tliey  lead  the  -<  from- 
Cabin  to  Cabin,  and  every  where  they  make  them  pay  tht  Wel- 
come: In  one  Place  they  pull  off  one  of  their  Nails,  in  another 
they  bite  off  one  of  their  Fingers,  or  cut  it  off  with  a  '  Knife, 
which  cuts  like  a  Saw  :  An  old  Man  tears  ihcir  Flelh  .aiu;  to  the 
Bone  :  A  Child  with  an  Awl  wounds  them  where  he  can  :  A  Wo^ 
manwhips  them  without  Mercy,  till  Ihc  is  fo  tired  that  flir  cannot 
lift  up  her  Hands  :  But  none  of  the  Warriors  lay  their  Mauds  upon 
tJ:cm,  although  they  arc  till!  their  Mafters ;  and  no  oi.e  can  muliiatc 
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the  Prifoncrs  without  their  Leave,  which  they  feldom  grant :  Buf 
this  excepted,  they  have  an  entire  Liberty  to  make  them  fufFer  ; 
and  if  they  lead  them  through  feveral  Villages,  either  of  the  fame 
Nation,  or  their  Neighbours  or  Allies  who  have  defircd  it,  they 
we  received  every  where  in  the  fame  Manner. 
After  thefe  Preludes,  they  fet  about  the  Diftribution  of  the  Cap- 
er/ n-a  L  *•  tives,  and  their  Fate  depends  on  thofe  to  whom 
ef  the  CaZ'ws  ^^^^  "^  delivered.  At  the  Rifmg  of  the  Coun- 
•^  .     .      *        *^*^»  where  they  have  confulted  of  their  Fate, 

a  Crier  invites  all  the  People  to  come  to  an  open  Place,  where  the 
Diftribution  is  made  without  any  Noife  or  Difpute.  The  Wo- 
men who  have  loft  their  Children  or  Hulbands  in  the  War,  general- 
ly receive  the  firft  Lot.  In  the  next  Place  they  fulnl  the  Promifes 
made  to  thofe  who  have  given  Collars.  If  there  are  not  Captives 
enough  for  this  Purpofe,  they  fupply  the  Want  of  them  by  Scalps ; 
with  which  thofe  who  receive  them,  adorn  themfelves  on  rejoicing 
Days ;  and  at  other  Times  they  hang  them  up  at  the  Doors  of  their 
Cabins.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  Number  of  Prifoners  exceeds 
that  of  the  Claimants,  they  fend  the  Overplus  to  the  Villages  of 
their  Allies.  A  Chief  is  not  replaced,  but  by  a  Chief,  or  by  two 
or  three  ordinary  Perfons,  who  are  always  burnt,  although  thofe 
whom  they  replace  had  died  of  Difeafes,  The  Iroquois  never  fail  to 
fet  apart  Tome  of  their  Prifoners  for  the  Publick,  and  thefe  the 
Council  diipofe  of  as  they  think  proper:  But  the  Mothers  of  Fa- 
milier.  m^y  ftill  fet  afide  their  Sentence,  ind  arc  the  Mirtrefles  of  the 
Life  and  Oea'h  even  of  thofe  who  have  been  condemned  orabfolv- 
ed  by  the  Council. 
In  fome  Nations  the  Warriors  do  not  entirely  deprive  themfelves 
,  ,  . ,  of  th<i  Right  of  difpofing  of  their  Captives  ; 
Honv  they  ticadi    ^^^  ^j^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  Council  give  them,  ar« 

ihetr  Fate.  obliged  to  put  them  again  into  their  Hands,  if 

they  require  it  :  But  they  do  it  very  feldom  ;  and  when  they  do  it, 
they  are  obliged  to  return  the  Pledges  or  Prefents  received  from  thole 
Perfons.  If,  on  their  Arrival,  they  have  declared  their  Intentions 
on  this  Subjeft,  it  is  feldom  oppofed.  In  general,  the  greatell 
Number  of  the  Prifoners  of  War  ar?  condemn<\l  to  Death,  or 
to  very  hardSlaver^',  inwhich  their Livesare  never  fecure.  Some  are 
adopted  j  and  from  that  Time  their  Condition  differs  in  nothing 
from  that  of  the  Children  f^\  the  Nation  :.  They  enter  into  all  the 
Rights  of  thofe  whofc  Places  they  fupply  ;  and  they  often  acquire 
fo  far  the  Spirit  of  the  N.ntion  of  which  they  arc  become  Members, 
thatthey  make  no  Difficulty  of  going  toWaragainft  their  own  Coun- 
trymen. The  Iroquois  would  have  fcarcely  fupported  themfelves  hi- 
therto, but  by  this  Polir".  Havinp  been  at  War  many  Years  againll^ 
ail  the  other  Nations,  tiiey  would  at  prefent  have  been  reduced  al- 
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mod  to  nothing,  if  they  had  not  taken  great  Care  to  naturalize  a 
good  Part  of  their  Prifoners  of  War. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  inftead  of  fending  into  the  other  Vil- 
lages the  Surnlus  of  their  Captives,  they  give  them  to  private  Pcr- 
fons,  who  had  not  aflced  for  any  ;  and,  in  this  Cafe,  either  they  arc 
not  fo  far  Mafters  of  them,  as  not  to  be  obliged  to  confult  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Council  how  they  (hall  difpofe  of  them  ;  or  elfe  they  are 
obliged  to  adopt  them.    In  the  firftCafe,  he  to  whom  they  make  a 
Prelent  of  a  Slave,  fends  for  him  by  one  of  his  Family  ;  then  he 
faftens  him  to  the  Door  of  his  Cabin,  and  affembles  the  Chiefs  of 
the  Council ;  to  whom  he  declares  his  Intentions,  and  afks  their  Ad- 
vice.   This  Advice  is  generally  agreeable  to  his  Defire.    In  the  fc- 
cond  Cafe,  the  Council,  in  giving  the  Prifoner  to  the  Perfon  they 
have  determined  on,  fay  to  him,  *♦  It  is  a  long  Time  we  have  been 
*'  deprived  of  fuch  a  one,  your  Relation,  or  your  Friend,  who  was  a 
*'  Supportof  our  Viilage."  Or  elfe,  '*  We  regret  the  Spirit  of  fuch 
"  a  one  whom  you  have  loft  ;  and  who,  by  his  Wifdom,  maintained 
**  the  publick  Tranquility :  He  mull  appear  again  this  Day  ;  he 
was  too  dear  to  us,  and  too  precious  to  defer  his  Revival  any 
longer :  We  place  him  again  on  hi?  Mat,  in  the  Perfon  of  thig 
*♦  Prifoner." 

There  are,  ncverthelcfs,  fome  private  Pcrfons  that  are  in  all  Ap- 
pearance more  confidercd  than  others  ;  to  whom  they  make  a  Pre- 
fent  of  a  Captive,  without  any  Conditions,  and  with  full  Li- 
berty to  do  what  they  pleafe  with  him :  And  thru  the  Council 
exprefs  theinfclveo  in  thefe  Terms,  when  they  put  him  in  their 
Hands,  "  This  is  tj  repair  the  Lofsof  fuch  a  one,  and  to  cleanfe 
"  the  Heart  of  his  Father,  of  his  Mother,  of  his  Wilt,  and  of  his 
"  Children.  If  you  are  either  willing  to  make  them  drink  the 
"  Broth  of  this  Flelh,  or  that  you  had  rather  replace  the  Deceafed 
on  his  Mat,  in  the  Perfon  of  this  Captive,  you  may  difpofe  of 
him  as  you  pleafe." 

When  a  Priloner  is  adopted,  they  lead  him  to  the  Cabin  where 
he  muft  live  ;  and  the  firll  Thing  they  do,  is  to 
untie  him.  Then  thty  warm  fome  Water  to 
wafti  him  :  They  drefs  his  Wounds,  if  hr  has 
any ;  and  if  they  were  even  putrified,  and  full  of 'Worms,  he  i.  Toon 
cured  :  They  omit  nothing  to  make  him  forget  his  Sufferings, 
they  make  him  eat,  and  clothe  him  decently.  In  a  Word,  ilicy 
would  not  do  more  for  one  of  their  own  Children,  nor  for  him 

whom  he  raijh  from  the  Deady   this  is  their  Exprcffion. Some 

Days  atter,  they  make  a  Feall  ;  during  which  they  folrmnly  give 
him  the  Name  of  the  Perfon  whom  he  replaces,  and  whofc  RJ^^Jns 
he  not  only  acquires  from  that  Time,  but  he  lays  liimfclf  iilfo  aadcr 
tile  fame  Obligations. 
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^mongil  the  HuroHSy  and  the  Inquoist  thoTe  Prifoners  they  intend 

nrtu^r.  a,^,  ,^.    ^^  \i\xxx\y  are  ibmeiimcs  as  well  treated  at  firll, 

be  it  *"^  ''*''®"  ^"  ^'^^  Moment  of  their  Execution. 

to  oe    urnt.  ^^  ^i^Q^  jj^j^j  jjj^yg  jjgpj^  adopted.  It  appears  as 

if  they  were  Vidlims  which  they  fattened  for  the  Sacrifice,  and 
they  are  really  a  Sacrifice  to  the  God  of  War.  The  only  Differ- 
ence they  make  between  thefe  and  the  other,  is,  that  they  blacken 
their  Faces  all  over  :  After  this,  they  entertain  them  in  the  bell 
Manner  they  are  .able  :  They  always  fpcak  kindly  to  them  ;  they 
give  them  the  Njimeof  5o/f/,  Bret  hers  ^  or  Nep/jevjj,  according  to  the 
person  whofe  Manes  they  are  to  appeafe  by  their  Death  :  They  alfo 
fometimes  give  them  young  Women,  to  ferve  them  for  Wives  all  the 
Time  they  h.ive  to  live.  But  when  they  are  informed  of  their  Fate, 
they  muft  be  well  kept,  to  prevent  their  efcaping.  Therefore  often- 
times this  is  concealed  from  them. 
When  they  have  been  delivered  to  a  Woman,  the  Moment  they 
rr  ,t  .  ■  .  inform  her  every  Thing  is  ready  for  Execu- 
tlm»  they  reccKve  ^^^^^  ^^^  j^  ^^  longer  a  Mother,  Ihe  is  a  Fury, 
thetr  bentence  of  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  tendered  Carefles  to  the 
(..oncimnation,  ^revitQil  Excefs  of  Rage  ;  She  begins  by  invok- 

ing the  Spirit  of  him  ftie  defires  to  revenge:    *'  Approach,   (faya 
ihe)  you   are  going  to  be  appeafed  ;    I  prepare  a  Feaft  for  thee  ; 
V  drink  great  Draughts  of  this  Broth  which  is  going  to  be  poured 
*•  out  for  thee ;  receive  the    Sacrifice  I  make  to  thee  in    facri  - 
♦^'  ficing  this  Warrior  ;  he    ftiall   be  burnt,  and  put  in  the  Kct- 
*'  tie  ;    they  (hall  apply  red  hot  Hatchets  to  his  Flefli  ;  they  Ihall 
**  pull  off  his  Scalp  ;  they  fliall  drink  in  his  Skull :  Make  theretoe 
*•  no  more  Complaints;  thou  (halt  be  fully   fiui^fied."— ^ — This 
Form  of  Speech,  which  is  properly  the  Sentence  of  Death,  varies 
much  \  to  the  Terms ;  but  for  the  Meaning,  it  is  always  much 
the  fanif.  Then  a  Cryer  makes  the  Captive  come  out  of  the  Cabin, 
and  cki  lare;,  in  a  loud  Voice  the  Intention  of  him  or  her  to  whom 
he  belongs,   and  finifhes  by  exhorting  the  young  People  to  beha\  e 
well :  Another  fucceeds,  who  addrefles  him  tiiat  is  to  fuffer,  aiul 
fay:i,  ♦*  Brothir,  take  Conra^t  ;  toou  art  '^oiti^^  to  he  burnt  :  "     And 
he  anfwers  coolly,  "  77jat  is  i>.e/i,  I grve  thee  Thanks.*^     Immedi- 
ately there  is  a  Cry  made  through  the  whole  Village,  and  the  Pri- 
loner  i^  led  to  the  Place  of  his  Puni(hment.   For  the  moll  PiU  t  they 
tie  him  to  a  Poll  by  the  Hands  and  Feet;  but  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
that  he  can  turn  round  it  :  But  fometimes,  when  the  Execution  is 
made  in  a  Cabin  from  whence  there  is  no  Danger  of  his  efcaping, 
they  let  him  run  from  one  End  to  the  other.     Before  they  begin  to 
burn  him,  he  (ings  for  the  lail  Time  his  Death-Song  :    Then  he 
recites  his  Atchievements,  and  almoll  always  in  a  Manner  the  moft 
inUiiting  to  thofe  he  {lerceivi;-  iiround  him.   Then  he  exhorts  them 
not  to  fparc  him,  but  to  rcmepiber  tlul  he  ii  a  Man,  and  a  Warrior. 
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Fiiher  I  am  much  miftaken  :  Or,  what  ought  moft  to  furprife 
us  in  thefe  tragical  and  barbarous  Scenes,  is  not  that  the  Sut- 
fcrer  Ihould  fing  aloud,  that  he  Ihould  infult  and  defy  his  Execu- 
tioners, as  they  all  generally  do  to  the  Ia(l  Moment  of  their  Breath; 
for  there  is  in  this  an  H.iughtinefs  which  elevates  the  Spirit,  which 
tranfports  it,  which  takes  it  oft'  fomcthing  from  the  '1  houghts  vi 
its  Sufferings,  and  which  hinders  it  alfo  from  Ihcwing  too  much 

Senfibility. Moreover,  the  Motions  they  make,  divert  their 

Thoughts,  take  off  the  F.dge  of  the  Pain,  and  produce  the  (ame 
F-fFeft,  and  fomething  more,  than  Cries  and  'I'carj.  In  lliort,  iltcy 
that  there  are  no  Hopes  of  Mercy,  and  Defpair  feives  Relol':tion, 
and  infpires  Boldnefs. 
But  this  Kind  of  Infcnfihility  is  not  fo  general  as  many  have 
<ri.    />  •    •*/-    /-    thought  :  It  is  not  unufuul   to  Iiear  thefe  poor 

.Jp    L?,^     Wretches  fend  forth  Cries  that  are  capable  of 
tb<  Barbarity  they     ^j^^^j^^  ^^^  ^.^^^^^^  ^^,^^^ .   ,^^^^  ^^.^.,^  ^^^^^^  ^^^ 

exera/eon thefe Uc     ^^^^^  g^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  j.^^^^.^  j-^^  ^j^^  ^,^^^_^^ 

*^"J">'^'-  and  the  rell  that  are  prefent.-  As  to  the  Caufe.i 

that  (houKl  produce  in  the  Savages  an  Inhumanity,  vvhicli  we  could 
never  have  believed  Men  to  have  been  guilty  of,  1  believe  they  ac-^ 
quired  it  by  Degrees,  and  have  been  ufed  to  it  iiifenfibly  by  Cuf- 
tom  ;  that  a  Dcfire  of  feeing  their  Enemy  behave  meanly,  the 
Infults  which  the  Sufierers  do  no:  cc.ife  to  make  to  their  '1  oi- 
inentors,  the  Defire  of  Revenge,  which  is  the  reigning  Palficn  of 
tl'.'s  People,  and  which  ihoy  do  not  think  fufiiciently  glutted  whillt 
the  Courage  of  thofe  who  are  the  O'ujtc't  of  it  is  not  lubdued, 
;iud  lallly  Superllition,  have  a  great  Share  in  it :  i'or  wiiat  Ex 
t'Jiil'5  arc  not  produced  by  a  falle  Zeal,  guided  by  io  many 
i'uilions. 

1  fhall  not.  Madam,  relate  the  Particulars  of  all  that  pafk-a 
in  thefe  horribie  Executions  :  It  would  carry  me  too  far  ;  be- 
caul'e  in  this  there  is  no  Uniformity,  nor  any  Rules  but  Caprice  and 
Eury.  Often  tiiere  are  as  many  Aclorsas  Spedators ;  //•///  is  tojuft 
all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Village,  Men,  Women,  and  Chikhen, 
and  every  one  docs  the  worit  they  can.  There  are  only  thole  of  th<; 
Cabin  to  which  the  Prifoncr  wa3  delivered,  that  forbear  to  torinent 
him;  at  leaft,  this  is  the  Pradicc  of  many  Nations.  Commonly 
ihey  begin  by  burning  the  Feet,  then  the  Legs ;  and  thus  go  Upwardi 
to  the  Head  :  And  fometimes  tliey  make  the  Punifhment  lall  a 
whole  Week  ;  as  it  happened  to  a  Cjcnt'eman  of  Canada  anioujjtl 
the  hoquois.  They  are  the  leall  fpaicd,  who  having  already  been 
taken  and  adopted,  or  fet  at  Liberty,  are  taken  a  fecond  Time, 
'i'hcy  look  upon  them  aslmnatural  Children,  or  ungrateful  Wrctci. - 
cs,  who  have  made  War  with  their  Piu-ents  and  Ucnefailors,  and 
tliey  Ihew  tliem  no  Mercy.  Jthappcr.s  fometimes  that  the  Suftercr, 
t\  \.\\  when  he  i.^  not  executed  in  a  Cabin,  is  not  ticd>  and  is  allcvtcd 
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to  defend  himfclf ;  which  he  does,  much  lefs  in  Hopes  of  faving 
lii>  Life,  than  to  revenge  his  Death  before-hand,  and  to  have  the 
Glory  of  dying  bravely.  We  have  fcen,  on  thefc  Occafions,  how 
much  Strength  and  Courage  thefe  Palfioni  can  infpire.  Here  fol- 
Jovvs  an  Inftance,  whicli  is  warranted  by  Eyc-Witneflcs,  who  are 
worthy  of  Credit. 
An  Iroquois,  Captain  of  the  Canton  of  Onneyeuth,  chofe  rather  to 
Courape  of  an  ^^^^^^  hinifelf  to  every  Thing,  than  to  difgrace 
Onne  YOUTH  '^''"^^'^  ^y  ^  f  ^>8'»t,  which  he  judged  of  dange- 
CaMain  burnt  bv  ^^"^  Confequence  to  the  your.g  People  that  were 
,'.;«„ on v«  under  his  Command.    He  fought  a  long  Time 

/,..<^«uRONs.  jj,,^  ^  j^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  refolved  todie  with  his 

Arms  in  his  Hands  ;  but  the  Hurons,  who  oppofed  him,  were 
refolved  to  have  him  alive,  and  he  was  taken.  Happily  for  him,  and 
for  thofe  who  were  taken  with  him,  they  were  carried  to  a  Village, 
where  fome  Miflionaries  rcfided,  who  were  allowed  full  Liberty  of 
<lifcourfnig  with  them.  Thefe  Fathers  found  them  of  a  Docility 
which  they  looked  upon  as  the  Beginning  of  the  Grace  of  their  Con- 
verfion  ;  they  inftrufted  them,  and  baptized  them  :  They  were  all 
burnt  a  few  Days  after,  and  fhewcd  even  till  Death  a  Refolution, 
which  the  Savages  arc  not  yet  acquainted  with,  and  which  even 
the  Infidels  attriouted  to  the  Virtue  of  the  Sacraments. 

The  Oiineyouth  Captain  nevcrthclefs  believed  that  he  was  ftill 
allowed  to  dolus  Enemic's  all  the  Mifchicf  he  could,  and  to  put  olK 
his  Death  as  much  as  poflibie.  They  made  him  get  upon  a  Sort  of 
Stage,  where  they  began  to  burn  him  all  over  the  Body  without  any 
Mercy,  and  he  appeared  at  firft  as  unconcerned  as  if  he  had  felt  no- 
thing ;  but  as  he  thought  one  of  his  Companions  that  was  tor- 
inented  near  him,  fl^.e'ved  foine  Marks  of  WeakneA,  he  Ihewc-d  on 
this  Account  agreat  Uneafinefs,  and  omitted  nothing  that  might  en- 
courage him  to  fufKer  with  Patience,  by  the  Hope  of  the  Happinef:; 
they  were  going  to  enjoy  in  Heaven  ;  and  he  had  the  Comfort  to 
fee  him  die  like  a  brave  Man,  and  a  Chriflian. 

Then  all  thofe  who  had  put  the  other  to  Death,  fell  again  upon 
him  with  fomuch  Fury,  that  one  would  have  thought  they  were  i;o- 
jng  to  tear  him  in  Pieces.  He  did  not  appear  to  be  at  all  moved  at 
it,  and  they  knew  not  any  longer  in  what  Part  they  could  make  him 
feel  Pain  ;  when  one  of  his  'I'ormentors  cut  the  Skin  of  his  Head 
all  round,  and  pulPd  it  off  with  great  Violence.  The  Pain  made 
him  drop  down#fenfelefs  :  I'hey  thought  him  dead,  and  ail  the 
People  went  away :  A  Utile  Time  after,  he  recovered  from  his 
Swoon  ;  and  feeing  no  Perfon  near  him,  but  the  dead  Body  of  his 
Companion,  he  takes  a  Fire-bn  nd  in  both  his  Hands,  though  they 
were  all  overflead  and,  burnt,  re-calls  his  Tormentors,  and  de- 
fies them  to  approach  him.  They  were  affrighted  at  his  Refo- 
lution, they  fent  forth  horrid  Cries,  and  armed  themfelves,  fonie 
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with  burning  Fire-brands,  others  with  rcd-h  Jt  Iron.;,  and  fj  II  upon 
him  all  together.  He  received  them  bravely,  and  m.iJc  clK-m  re- 
treat. The  Fire  with  which  he  was  furroiinded  forvcd  him  for  an 
Intrenchment,  and  he  made  another  with  the  Ladder^  th.it  h.iJ 
been  ufed  to  get  upon  the  Scaft'old  ;  an.l  being  thus  IbrtlMcd  in 
his  own  Funeral  Pile,  now  become  the  Theatre  of  his  \  alour,  and 
armed  with  the  Inllrumcnts  of  his  Punilhmcnt,  he  was  Jor  fom-i 
Time  the  Terror  of  a  whole  Village,  no  Body  daring  to  approach 
a  Man  that  was  more  than  half  burnt,  and  whofc  Blood  ilowcd  from 
all  Parts  of  his  Body. 

A  falfe  Step  which  he  made  in  ftrivin';^  to  (hun  a  Fire-brand  that 
was  thrown  at  him,  left  him  once  more  to  the  Mercy  of  his  Tormen- 
tors :  And  I  need  not  tell  you  that  they  made  him  pay  d<  ar  for  th^r 
Fright  he  had  juft  before  put  them  in.  After  they  were  tired  with 
tormenting  him,  they  threw  him  into  the  Midlt  of  a  great  Fire,  and 
left  him  there,  thinking  it  impoflible  for  him  ever  to  rife  up  .again. 
They  were  deceived  :  When  they  Icaft  thought  of  it,  they  faw  him, 
arm'd  with  Fire-brands,  run  towards  the  Village,  as  if  he 
would  fet  it  on  Fire.  All  the  People  were  llruck  with  Terror,  and 
no  Perfon  had  the  Courage  to  llnp  him  :  But  as  he  came  near  the 
fjril:  Cabin,  a  Stick  that  was  thrown  between  his  Lc^'S  threw  him 
down,  and  they  fell  upon  him  btfore  he  coul  I  rife  :  They  tlireitiy 
cut  off  his  I  lands  and  Feet,  and  then  rolled  him  upon  fome  burning 
Coals ;  and  la!lly,  they  threw  him  under  the  'i'rjnk  of  a  Tree  that 
was  burning.  Then  all  the  Village  came  round  him,  to  enjoy  the 
Pleafure  of  feeing  him  burn,  '{{{q  Blood  which  fiowed  from  him, 
almoil  extinguiQied  the  Fire  ;  and  they  were  no  longer  afraid  of  hi^ 
F,fforts :  But  yet  he  made  one  more,  which  allonifhed  the  boldell  : 
He  crawled  out  upon  his  Elbows  and  vCnees  with  a  threatening  Look 
and  a  Stoutnefs  which  drove  away  the  nearcft  ;  more  indeed  from 
Aftonifliment,  than  Fear;  for  what  Harm  could  he  do  tliem  in 
this  m.aimcd  Condition  ?  Some  Time  after,  a  Huron  took  him  at 
an  Advantage,  and  cut  off  Ins  Head. 

Neverthclcfs,  Madam,  if  tlicfe  People  make  War  like  Earba- 

rr-t   cin  /-./  /•     rians,  we  mud  allow  that  in  their  Treaties  of 
TleoktU of  thefe     r,  i  n    •      u    u   •   tvt       ^'     • 

n  ;  i-\'  Peace,  and  generally  in  all  their  Negotiations 
PapUtnthctr^e-  ^j^^^  difcovtr  a  Dexterity,  and  a  ftoblenefs 
goaations.  ^^  Sentiments,   which  would   do  Honour  to 

the  mod  polifhed  Nations.  They  have  no  Notion  of  making 
Conquefts  and  extending  their  Dominions.  Many  Nations 
have  no  Domain  properly  fo  cal'ed,  and  thofc  who  have  not 
wandered  from  their  Country,  and  look  upon  themfelves  as  Maf« 
ters  of  their  Lands,  are  not  fo  far  jealous  of  them,  as  to  be  of- 
finded  with  an)  me  who  fettle:,  upon  them,  provided  they  give 
the  Nation  no  Difturhancc.  Therefore,  in  tlioir  Treatie*),  they 
confider  nothing  but  to  make  themfelv-s  Allie:  againft  pc.ver- 
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ful  Enemks,  to  put  an  End  to  a  War  that  is  trouWefome  to  bot^ 
Parties  ;  or  rather,   to  fufpend  Hoftilities :  For  I  have  already 
obfei-ved,  that  the  Wars  are  perpetual  that  a*e  between  Natio^ 
and  Nation  ;  fo  that  there  is  no  depending  upon  a  Treaty  oi 
Peace,  fo  Ions  as  one  of  the  two  Parties  can  give  any  Jealoufy  to 
the  other.     Alt  tl^e.Time  they  oegociate,  and  before  they  enter 
into  a  Negociation,  their  principal  Care  is  not  to  appear  to  make 
the  firll  Steps,  or  at  leaft  tQ  perfuad6  their  Enen^y  that  it  is  nei- 
ther  through  Fear  or  Neceffity  that  they  do  it :  And  this  is  ma- 
naged with  the   greateft  Dexterity.     A   PJenipotentiary  does 
not  abate  any  Thing  of  hi§  StifFhefs,   when  the  Affairs  of  his 
Nation  are  in  the  word  Condition ;  and  he  often  facceeds  in' 
perfuading  thofe  he  treats  with,  that  it  is  their  Intereft  to  put  aw 
End  10  Hoftilities,  though  they  are  Conquerors  :    He  is  under- 
the  greateft  Obligations  to  employ  all  hi?  Wit  and  Elo<juence  ;' ' 
tQX  if  his  PropofaTs  are  not  approved  of,  he  muft,  take  great  Care 
to  keep  upon  his  Guard.     It  U  not  uncommon  that  the  Sti-oke 
of  a  Hatchet  is  the  only  Anfwer  they  make  him  :    H«  is  not- 
cut  of  Banger,  even  when  he  has  efcapcd  fhe  firft  Surprife  :  Htf" 
muft  expeft  to  be  purfued,-  and  burnt,  if  he  is  taken.     And  thalf 
fach  a  Violence  will  be  coloured  with  fome  Pretence  as   Ke- 
prifals.   This  hais  happened  to  fbme  French  among  the  Iroquois, 
to  whom  thi-'y  were  rent  by  the  Governor  General  :  An-i  during^ 
many  Years^  .the  Je/uitst  who  lived  among  thefe  Barbariatis,  tho* 
they  were  under  the  public  Proteftion,   and  were  in  fome  Mian- 
ner  the  common  Agents  of  the  Colony,  found  themfelves  every 
Day  in  Danger  of  being  facrificed  to  a  Revenge,  or  to  be  the 
Vidlims  of  an  Intrigue  of  the  Governors  of  New  Tcrk.     Laftly, 
it  is  furprifing  that  thefe  People,   who  never  make  War  through 
Intereft,  and  who  carry  their  Difintereftedhefs  to  fuch  a  Degree,* 
that  the  Warriors  do  never  burden  themfelves  with  the  Spoils  of 
the  Conquered,  and  never  touch  the  Garments  of  the  Dead  ;  and 
if  they  bring  back  any  Booty,  give  it  up  to  the  firil  that  will 
take  it  ;  in.  a  Word,. who  never  take  up  Arms  but  for  Glory,  or 
to  be  revenged  of  their  Enemies  :  It  is,  I  fay,  furpriiing  to  fee 
them  fo  well  verfed  as  they  are  in  the  Arts  of  tha .  molt  refined^ 
Policy,  and  to  maintain  Penfioners  among  their  Enemies.    They 
have  alfo,  in  Refped  to  thefe  Sort  of  Minifters',  a  Coftom  which- 
appears  at  firft  View  odd  enough,  which  may  neverthelefs  be  V 
looked  upon  as  the  EfFeftof  a  great  Prudence  :  Which   is,  that 
they  never  rely  upon  the  Advices  they  have  from  their  Pen- 
iioners,  if  they  do   not  accompany  them  with  fome  Prefents  : 
They  conceive,  without  Doubt,  that  to  make  it  prudent  to  rely 
on  fuch  Advices,  it  is  necefiary  that  not  only  he  who  gives  theni 
fhouid  have  nothing  to  hope  for,  but  alfo  that  it  fhould  coft  him 
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omething  to  give  them,  that  the  fole  Interell  of  the  Pmblic 
good  might  engage  him  to  it,  and  that  he  fliould  not  do  it  too 
Tightly. 


LETTER    XVI. 


Pe/criptien ef  Lake^Kin..  Voyage  /o  Detroit  (the  Strait): 
A  Projeit  of  a  Settlement  in  this  Place:  Honv  it /ailed.  The  Com' 
mandant  of  the  Fort  de  Pontchartrain  holds  a  Council,  and  on 
nvhat  Occafon,     The  Games  of  the  Savages, 

Madam,  Fort  de  Poutchartrflin  at  Detroit ^  June  8. 

I  Departed '  the  17  th  from  the  Entrance  of  the  Lake  Erie,   sif- 
ter I  had  clofed  my  laft  Letter,  and  though  it  was  very  late 
I  went  tbree  Leagues  that  Day  by  the  Favour  of  a  good  Wind, 
n  r  •**•         f    and  of  the  fineft  Weather  in  the  World:  The 
Z  i  E  16  ^°"'  "  *°  ^'*P  to  the  North  Coaft,  and  it 

is  a  hundred  Leagues.     From  Niagara,   talc., 
ine  to  the  South,  it  is  much  more  pleafant,  but  longer  by  half. 
Lake  Erie   is  a  hundred  Leagues  long  from  Eaft  to  WelV :    Its 
Breadth  from  North  to  South  is  thirty,  or  thereabouts.     The 
Name  it  bears  is  that  of  a  Nation  of  the  Huron  J  angutee  fettled 
on  its  Border,    and  which  the  Iroquois  have   entirely   dcftroyed. 
Erie  means  Cat,  and  the  Eries  are  named  in   fome  Relations  the 
Nation  of  the  Cat.    This  Name  comes  probably  from  the  great 
Number  of  thefe  Animals  that  are  found  in  this  Country :  They 
i^re  bigger  than  our*s,  and  their  Skins  are  much  valued.     Some 
modern  Maps  have  given  Lake  Erie  the  Name  ofConti;  but  this 
Name  is  difufed,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Conde,  Tracy,  and  Orleans, 
formerly  given  to  Lake  Huron,  the  Upper  f.aie,  and  Lake  Mi- 
chigan. 
The  28th  I  went  nineteen  Leagues,  and  found  myfelf  over 
nr  *L       tu..^    againft  the  Great  River,  which  comes  from 
Uf  tbe  nortfoem    (j.^  Eaft,   in   forty-two  Degrees  fifteen  Mi- 
^^'  •    nutes.      Neverthelefs,  the  great  Trees  were 

not  yet  grc«n.  This  Country  appeared  to  me  very  fine.  We 
made  verv  little  Way  the  29th,  and  none  at  all  the  30th.  We 
embarkea  thf;  next  Day  about  Sun-rife,  and  went  forward  apace. 
The  Hiii  of  June,  being  Whit-Sunday,  after  going  up  a  pretty 
^iver  almoft  an  Hour,  which  comes  a  great  Way,  and  runs  be- 
tween two  fine  Meadows,  we  made  a  Portage  about  fixty  Paces, 
to  efcape  going  rouAd  a  Point  which  advaaces  fifteen  Leagues 
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into  the  Lake  ;  they  call  it  the  Long  Point :  It  is  very  faiidy, 
and  produces  naturally  many  Vines.  The  following  Days  I 
iaw  nothing  remarkable  ;  but  I  coafted  a  charming  Country, 
that  was  hid  from  Time  to  Tin'e  by  fome  difagreeable  Skreens, 
but  of  little  Depth.  In  every  Place  where  I  landed,  I  was  in- 
chanted  with  the  Beauty  and  Variety  of  a  Landfcape,  bounded 
by  the  fineft  Forefts  in  the  World  :  Befides  this.  Water- Fowl 
fwarmed  every  where :  I  cannot  fay  there  is  fuch  Plenty  of  Game 
in  the  Woods ;  but  I  know  that  on  the  South  Side  there  are  vail 
Herds  of  wild  Cattle. 

If  one  always  travelled,  as  I  did  then,  wit!h  a  clear  Sky,  and 

cfi,  pi   r       r   *  charming  Climate,  on  a  Water  as  bright  as 

.h  y^^^^^J"''''  "J    the  fineft  Fountain,   and  were  to  meet  every 

ibeje  Journeys.  ^^^^^  ^j^j^   ^^^^   ^^^  pleafant  Encampings, 

where  one  might  find  all  Manner  of  Game  at  little  Coft,  breath- 
ing at  one's  Eafc  a  pure  Air,  and  enjoying  the  Sight  of  the  fineft 
Countries,  one  would  be  tempted  to  travel  all  one's  Life.  It 
putme  in  Mind  of  thofe  antient  Patriarchs  who  had  no  fixed  Abode, 
awelt  under  T?nts,  were  in  fome  Manner  Mafters  of  all  the  Coun- 
tries th^y  travelled  over,  and  peaceably  enjoyed  all  their  Produc- 
tions, without  having  the  Trouble  which  is  unavoidable  in  the 
Pofifeflion  of  a  real  Domain.  How  many  Oaks  reprefented  to 
me  that  of  Af/zMr//*  How  many  Fountains  made  me  remember 
that  of  Jacob  ?  Every  Day  a  new  Situation  of  my  own  chufing  ; 
a  neat  and  convenient  Houfe  fet  up  and  furniihed  with  Necef- 
faries  in  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  fpread  with  Flowers  always 
frefti,  on  a  fine  green  Carpet;  and  on  every  Side  plain  and  natu- 
ral Beauties,  which  Art  had  not  altered,  and  which  it  cannot 
imitate.  If  thefe  Pleafures  fuffer  fome  Interruption,  either  by 
b^d  Weather,  or  fome  unforefeen  Accident,  they  arfr  the  more 
reliftied  when  they  re-appear. 

If  I  had  a  Mind  to  moralize  I  ihould  add,  thefe  Alternatives  of 
Pleafures  and  Difappointments,  which  I  have  fo often  experienced 
fince  I  have  been  travelling,  are  very  proper  to  make  us  fenfible  that 
there  is  no  Kind  of  Life  more  capable  of  reprefenting  to  us  con- 
tinually that  we  are  only  oq  the  Earth  like  Pilgrims;  and  that 
we  can  only  ufe,  as  in  pafling,  the  Goods  of  this  World  ;  that  a 
Man  wants  but  few  Things ;  and  that  we  ought  to  take  with 
Patience  the  Misfortunes  that  happen  in  our  Journey,  fince  they 
pjifs  away  equally,  and  with  the  fame  Celerity.  In  fhort,  how 
many  Things  in  travelling  make  us  fenfible  of  the  Dependence 
in  which  we  live  upon  Divine  Providence,  which  does  not  make 
Ufe  of,  for  this  Mixture  of  good  and  evil,  Mens  Pai^ons,  but  the 
Viciflitude  of  the  Seafons  which  we  may  forefee,  and  of  the 
Caprice  of  the  Elements,  which  we  may  expeft  of  Courfe.  Of 
Con  fet)  uence  how  eafy  is  it,  and  how  many  Opportunities  have  wc 
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to  merit  by  our  Dependence  on ,  and  Refignation  to  the  Will  of  God  ? 
They  fay  commonly  that  long  Voyages  do  not  make  People  re- 
ligious ;  but  nothing  one  would  think  ihould  be  ntorc  capable  of 
making  them  fo,  than  the  Scenes  they  go  through. 
The  fourth  we  were  ftopped  a  good  Part  of  the  Pay  on  a  Point 
_        ,         ,.       which  runs  three  Leagues  North   and  South, 
y  J^'j  '^■'^'    and  which  they  call  Pointt  Pelee  (Bald  Point)  : 
and  red  Cedars.         j^  j^^   notwithftanding.    pretty  well  wooded 

on  the  Weft  Side  ;  but  on  the  Eaft  it  is  only  a  fatidy  Soil,  with 
red  Cedars,  pretty  fmall,  and  in  no  great  Number.  The 
white  Cedar  is  of  more  Ufe  than  the  red,  whofe  Wood  is 
brittle,  and  of  which  they  can  onlv  make  fmall  Gbods.  They 
fay  here  that  Women  with  Chila  ihould  not  ufe  it  for  Bufks. 
The  Leaves  of   this  Cedar  have  no  Smell,  but  the  Wood  has : 

This  is  quite   the  contrary  of  the  white  Cedar. There  arc 

many  Bears  in  this  Country,  and  laH  Winter  they  killed  on  the 
Point  Pilee  alone  above  four  hundred. 

The  fifth,  about  four  o'Clockin  the  Afternoon,  we  perceived 
Land  to  the  South,  and  two  little  Iflands 
which  are  near  it :  They  call  theih  the  IJJes 
det  Serpens  a  Sonnettes  (Rattle-Snake  IJlands) ; 
and  it  is  faid  they  are  fo  full  of  them,  that  the/  infeft  the  Air. 
We  entered  into  the  Strait  an  Hour  before  Suh  fet,  and  we  pafled 
the  Night  under  a  very  fine  Ifland,  catted  J[/Zp  des  Bois  Blanc  (of 
White  Wood).  From  the  Long  Point  to  the  Strait,  the  Courfe  19 
near  Weft  ;  from  the  Entrance  of  the  Strait  to  the  Ifle  St.  Claire, 
which  is  five  or  fix  Leagues,  and  from,  thence  to  Lake  Huron,  it 
is  a  little  Eaft  bv  South :  So  that  all  the  Strait,  which  is  thirty-two 
Leagues  long,  is  between  forty-two  Degrees  twelve  or  fifteen 
Minutes,  and  forty-three  and  half  North  Latitude.  Above  the 
Ifle  of  St.  Claire  the  Strait  grows  wider,  and  forms  a  Lake,  which 
has  received  its  Name  from  the  Ifland,  or  has  given  its  own 
to  it.  It  is  about  fix  Leagues  long,  and  as  many  wide  in  fome 
Places. 

They  fay   this  is  the  fineft  Part   of  Canada,  and  indeed   to 

ne   Nature  of    '^f%\  ¥  "  .^.J'    Appearances      Nature  ha. 
fj    Co    t  denied  it  nothing  that  can  render  a  Country 

je      un  ry.  beautiful   :    Hills,    Meadows,    Fields,     fine 

Woods  of  Timber  Trees,  Brooks,  Fountains,  and  Rivers,  and 
all  thefe  of  fuch  a  good  Quality,  and  fo  happilv  intermixed,  that 
one  could  fcarce  defire  any  Thing  more.  The  Lands  are  not 
equally  good  for  all  Sorts  of  Grain ;  but  the  greateft  Part  are 
furprilingly  fertile,  and  I  have  feen  fome  that  have  produced 
Wheat  eight  Years  together  without  being  manured.  Hcw- 
cvcr,  they  are  all  good  for  fomcthing.  The  Iflcs  feem  to  have 
been  placed  on  Purpofe  to  pleafe  the  Eye.     The   Rivers  and 
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the  Lakes  are  full  of  Fifh ;  the  Air  pure,  and  the  Climate  tem- 
preate,  and  very  healthy. 

Before  we  arrive  at  the  firft  Fort*  which  is  on  the  left  Hand, 
Ofth   S  *  League  below  the  Ifle  of  St.  Claire,  there 

rtfrj  ^^"^^i"  are  on  the  fame  Side  two  pretty  populous 
jett/ea  fuar  the  villages,  and  which  are  very  near  each  o- 
'"^^^  ther.     The  firft  is  inhabited  by  feme  Tion^ 

nontatex,  Hurom,  the  fame,  who,  after  having  a  long  Time  wan- 
dered from  Place  to  Place,  fixed  themfelves  firlt  at  the  Fall  of 
»?/.  Maryy  and  afterwards  at  Michillimakinac*  The  fecond  is  in- 
habited by  fome  Pouteouatamis.  On  the  Right,  a  little  higher, 
there  is  a  third  Village  of  Outaouais,  the  infeparable  Companions 
of  the  Huronst  fince  ^e  Iroquois  obliged  them  both  to  abandon 
their  Country.  There  are  no  Chrijiians  among  them,  and  if  there 
are  any  among  the  Pouteouatamis t  they  are  few  in  Number.  The 
Hurons  are  all  Chrijiians,  but  they  have  no  Miflionaries  :  They 
fay  that  they  chufe  to  have  none ;  but  this  is  only  the  Choice  of 
fome  of  the  Chiefs,  who  have  not  much  Religion,  and  who 
hinder  the  others  from  being  heard,  who  have  a  long  Time  defired 
to  have  one.  (a) 

It  is  a  long  Time  fince  the  Situation,  ftill  more  tlan  the  Beauty 
of  the  Strait,  has  made  tis  wifh  for  a  confiderable  Settlement 
here  :  It  was  pretty  well  begun  fifteen  Years  ago,  but  fome 
Reafons,  which  are  kept  fecret,  have  reduced  it  very  low. 
Thofe  who  did  not  favour  it  faid,  firft,  that  it  brought  the 
Peltry  of  the  North  too  near  the  Englijh,  who  felling  their  Mer- 
chandizes to  the  Savages  cheaper  than  our's,  would  draw/  all  the 
Trade  to  New  Tork,  Second,  that  the  Lands  of  the  Strait  are  not 
good,  that  the  Surface  to  the  Depth  of  nine  or  ten  Inches  is 
only  Sand,  and  under  this  Sand  there  is  a  Clay  fo  fiifF,  that  Water 
cannot  penetrate  it ;  whence  it  happens  that  the  Plains  and  the 
inner  Parts  of  the  Woods,  are  always  covered  with  Water,  and 
that  you  fee  in  them  only  little  Oaks  badly  grown,  and  hard 
Walnut-Trees }  and  that  the  Trees  ftanding  always  in  the  Wa- 
ter, their  Fruit  ripens  very  late.  But  to  thefe  Reafons  they  re- 
ply, it  is  true,  that  in  the  Environs  of  Fort  Pontchartratn  the 
Lands  are  mixed  with  Sand,  and  that  in  the  neighbouring  Forefts 
there  are  fome  Bottoms  that  are  almoft  always  full  of  Water. 
Neverthelefs,  thefe  very  Lands  have  yielded  Wheat  eighteen 
Years  together  without  being  manured,  and  one  need  not  go 
far  to  find  fome  that  are  excellent.  As  for  the  Woods,  with- 
out going  far  from  the  Fort,  I  have  feen  fome  in  my  Walks, 
which  are  no  ways  inferior  to  our  fineft  Forefts. 


(a)  They  have  at  length  given  them  one  for  fome  Years  paft. 


As 
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As  to  what  they  fay,  that  in  making  a  Settlement  at  the 
Streight,  wefhould  bring  the  Fur  Trade  of  the  North  nearer  to 
the  Englijh  ;  there  is  no  Perfon  in  Canada  \«^ho  does  not  own  tliat 
we  (hall  never  fucceed  in  hindering  the  Savages  from  carrying 
their  Merchandize  to  them,  in  whatsoever  Place  we  make  our  Set- 
tlements, and  whatever  Precautions  we  take,  if  they  do  not  find 
the  fame  Advantages  with  us  as  they  find  at  Ni'ivTcrk. — I  could 
fay  many  Things  to  you.  Madam,  on  this  Subject ;  but  theic 
Difcuffioni  would  carry  me  too  far.  We  will  talk  of  this  fome 
Day  at  our  Leifure. 

The 7th  of  June^  which  was  the  Day  after  my  Arrival  at  the 
n  •}  f  i^  Fort,  M.  de  Tonti^  who  is  the  Commandant, 
^ounalof^  three    gfl-g^bled  the  Chiefs  of  the  three  Villages  I 


o  «r-  •  «ii(;ijiiMt«.u  tiiw  w.»%,i^  w*  V..V,  w..^^  Village 

.r^K  f^T^-i  have  before  mentioned,  to  communicate  to 
/fk  c  -^^  r  tl^em  the  Orders  he  had  juft  received  from  the 
(tne  btreigbt.J  Marquis  de  Vaiidreuil.  They  heard  him  pa- 
tiently, without  interrupting  him  ;  and  when  he  had  finilhed, 
the  Huron  Orator  told  him  in  few  Words,  that  they  were  going 
to  deliberate  on  what  he  had  propofed  to  them,  and  they  would 
return  him  an  Anfwer  in  a  fliort  Time. — It  is  the  Cuftom  ©f 
thefe  People,  never  to  give  an  Anfwer  direftly,  when  it  concerns 
a  Matter  of  fome  Importance.  Two  Days  after,  they  re-af- 
fembled  in  a  greater  Number  at  the  Commandant's,  who  defired 
me  to  be  prefent  at  this  Council  with  the  Officers  of  the  Garri- 
fon.  Safieratjiy  who  is  called  by  our  French  People,  the  Kin^af 
the  Httronsy  and  who  is  adlually  the  hereditary  Chief  of  the  *77- 
•nnotitatezy  who  are  the  true  Hurons^  was  prefent  that  Day  :  Bu't 
as  he  is  ftill  under  Age,  he  only  came  for  Form  :  His  Uncle, 
who  governs  for  him,  and  who  is  called  the  Regent^  was  Spokef- 
man,  as  being  the  Orator  of  the  Nation  :  And  the  Honour  of 
fpeaking  for  all,  is  commonly  given  by  Preference  to  the  Hurons, 
when  there  are  any  in  a  Council.  At  the  firft  Sight  of  thefe  Ai- 
femblies,  one  is  apt  to  form  a  mean  Idea  of  them. — Imagine 
that  you  fee.  Madam,  a  Dozen  of  Savages  almoft  naked,  the«r 
Hair  fet  in  as  many  different  Forms,  and  all  ridiculous ;  fome 
with  lac*d  Hats  on,  and  every  one  a  Pipe  in  his  Mouth,  and  look- 
ing like  People  that  have  no  Thought  at  all.  It  is  much  if  any 
one  drops  a  Word  in  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  and  if  they  anfwer 
him  by  10  much  as  a  Monofyllable  :  Neither  is  there  any  Marks  of 
Diflin£tion,  nor  Precedency  in  their  Seats.  But  we  are  quite  of 
another  Opinion,  when  we  fee  the  Refult  of  their  Deliberations, 
Two  Points  were  confidered  here,  which  the  Governor  had 
much  at  Heart.  The  firft  was,  to  make  the  three  Villages  be 
contented  without  any  more  Brandy,  the  Sale  of  which  had  been 
entirely  prohibited  by  the  Council  of  the  Marinqi.  The  fecond 
was,  to  engage  all  the  N;;tions  to  unite  with  the  French  to  de- 
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ftroy  the  Ou/agamis,  commonly  called, /r/   Rf/narJs,  (the  Foxes), 
whom  they  had  pardoned  fome  Years  before,  and  who  were  be- 

t inning  to  commit  the  fame  Outrages  as  before.  M.  de  Tonti  at 
rft  repeated  in  few  Words,  by  his  Interpreter,  what  he  had 
more  fully  explained  in  the  firft  AflembI/ ;  and  the  Huron  Orator 
replied  in  the  Name  of  the  three  Villages :  He  made  no  Intro- 
duAion,  but  went  diredlly  to  the  Buflnefs  in  Hand  :  He  fpoke  a 
long  Time,  and  leifureiy,  (lopping  at  every  Article,  to  give  the 
Interpreter  Time  to  explain  in  French  what  he  had  before  fpoken 
in  his  own  Language.  His  Air,  the  Sound  of  his  Voice,  and 
his  Aftion,  though  he  made  no  Geftures,  appeared  to  me  to  have 
fomethin?  noble  and  engaging  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  what  he 
faid,  muft  have  been  very  eloquent ;  fmce  from  the  Mouth  of 
the  Interpreter,  who  was  an  ordinary  Perfon,  deprived  of  all  the 
Ornaments  of  the  Language,  we  were  all  charmed  with  it.  I 
muft  own  alfo,  that  if  he  had  fpoken  two  Hours,  I  fhould  not 
have  been  tired  a  Moment.  Another  Proof  that  the  Beauties 
of  his  Difcourfe  did  not  come  from  the  Interpreter,  is,  that  this 
Man  would  never  have  dared  to  have  faid  of  himfelf  all  he 
faid  to  us.  I  was  even  a  little  furprifed  that  he  had  Courage  to 
repeat  fo  faithfully,  as  he  did,  certain  Matters  which  muft  be 
difpleadng  to  the  Commandant. — When  the  Huron  had  done 
fpeaking,  Onanguice  the  Chief  and  Orator  of  the  Pouteouatamis, 
exprefled  in  few  Words,  and  very  ingenioufly,  all  that  the  firft 
had  explained  more  at  Length,  and  ended  in  the  fame  Manner. 
The  Outaouais  did  not  fpeak,  and  appeared  to  approve  of  what 
the  others  had  fpoken. 
The  Conclufion  was,  that  the  French,  if  they  pleafed,  might 
tTA    p  r  h   e        refufe  to  fell  any  more  Brandy  to  the  Savages  ; 

,  c    i        '^^^  '^*y  *^°"^^  ***^^  ^^^^  ^^'■y  "^^^^  '^^  '^*^y 

*  had  never  fold  them  any  ;  and  nothing  could 

be  imagined  more  forcible  than  what  the  Huron  Orator  faid  in 
expofing  theDiforders  occafionedby  this  Liquor,  and  the  Injury 
it  has  done  to  all  the  Savage  Nations.  The  moft  zealous  Mif- 
fionary  could  not  have  faid  more.  But  he  added,  that  they  were 
now  fo  accuftomed  to  it,  that  they  could  not  live  without  it ; 
from  whence  it  was  eafy  to  judge,  that  if  they  could  not  have  it 
of  the  French,  they  would  apply  to  the  Engiijh,  As  to  what 
concerned  the  War  of  the  Outagamis,  he  declared,  that  nothing 
could  be  refolved  on  but  in  a  general  Council  of  all  the  Nations 
who  acknowledge  Ononthio  (a)  for  their  Father;  that  they 
would»  without  Doubt,  acknowledge  the  Neceflity  of  this  War, 
but  they  could  hardly  truft  the  French  a  ftcoftd  Timfe  ;  who 
having  re-united  them,  to  help  them  to  extirpate  the  common 

(it)  This  is  the  Name  the  Savages  give  the  Governor-General, 
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Enemy,  had  granted  him  Peace  without  confulting  their  Allies, 
who  could  never  difcover  the  Reafons  of  fuch  a  Condudl. 
The  next  Day  I  went  to  vifit  the  two  Savage  Villages  which 
are  near  the  Fort  ;  and  I  went  nrll  to  the 
Hurons.  I  found  all  the  Matrons,  among 
whom  was  the  Great  Grandmother  of  Bafieratfu 
much  afHifled  to  fee  themfelves  fo  long  d'e> 
prived of  Spiritual  Helps.  Many  Things  which 
I  heard  at  the  fame  Time,  confirmed  me  in 
the  Opinion  I  had  before  entertained,  that  fome  private  Interells 
were  the  only  Obftacles  to  the  Defires  of  thefe  good  Chrijiiant. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  laft  Orders  of  the  Council  of  the  Ma- 
rine will  remove  thefe  Oppofitions.  M.  de  Tonti  afluied  me  that 
he  was  going  to  labour  ac  it  effe^ually  (bj. 

Thoie  who  conduced  me  to  this  Village  aflured  me,  that 
without  the  Hurons,  the  other  Savages  would  be  ftarved.  Thi^ 
is  certainly  not  the  Fault  of  the  Land  they  poffefs  :  With  very 
little  Cultivation  it  would  yield  them  Neccflaries  :  Fifliing 
alone  would  fupply  a  good  Part,  and  this  requires  little  Labour. 
But  fince  they  have  got  a  Reiifh  for  Brandy,  they  think  of  no- 
thing but  heaping  up  Skins,  that  they  may  have  wherewithal 
to  get  drunk.  The  Hurons,  more  laborious,  of  more  Fore- 
fight,  and  more  ufed  to  cultivate  the  Earth,  aft  with  greater 
Prudence,  and  by  their  Labour  are  in  a  Condition  not  only  to 
fubfiil  without  any  Help,  but  alio  to  feed  others  ;  but  this  indeed 
they  will  not  do  without  fome  Recompence  ;  for  amongft  their 
good  Qualities  we  muft  not  reckon  Difintereftednefs. 

I  was  ftill  better  received  by  the  Injidel  PoHteouatamis,  than  by 
rr-   n     ^,.      »      thc  Chrifitan  Hurons.     Thefe  Savages  are  the 

,i*out7uau-  -^    «-«  "^en  of  CW.  •.  They  are  mo,.ove. 

.  of  a  very  mild  Difpofition,   and  were  always 

"^*  *  our  Friends.    Their  Chief,  0»««^a/V/,  treated 

me  with  a  Politenefs  which  gave  me  as  good  an  Opinion  of  hia 
Underftanding,  as  the  Speech  which  he  made  in  the  Council ; 
He  is  really  a  Man  of  Merit,  and  entirely  in  our  Intereft. 

As  I  returned  through  a  Quarter  of  the  Huron  Village,  I  faw 
a  Company  of  thefe  Savages,  who  appeared  very  eager  at  Play. 
I  drew  near,  and  faw  they  were  playing  at  the  Game  of  the 
Dijh.  This  is  the  Game  of  which  thefe  People  are  fondeft.  At 
this  they  fometimes  lofe  their  Reft,  and  in  fome  Meafure  their 
Reafon.  At  this  Game  they  hazard  all  they  poflefs,  and  many 
do  not  leave  off  till  they  are  almoil  ftripped  c[uite  naked,  and 
till  they  have  loll  all  they  have  in  their  Cabins.     Some  havo 

(b)  The  Hurons  of  the  StreigVit  have  at  laft  obtained  a  Milfionary.  who  hat 
revived  ameng  them  their  former  Fervor, 

been 
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been  known  to  ftake  their  Liberty  for  a  Time,  which  fully 
proves  their  Paflion  for  thisi  Game  ;  for  there  are  no  Men  in  the 
World  more  jealous  of  the'^r  Liberty  than  the  Savages. 

The  Game  of  the  Dijh,  which  they  alfo  call  the  Game  of  the 

a-L  n         r       ^'^^^  Bonesf  is  only  play'd  by  two  Pcrfons  : 

.^.    rfn!'"^  "-C-       Each  has  fix  or  eight  little  Bones,  which  at 

.k    r.  1    n''  "^       firft  I  took   for  Apricot  Stones  ;  they  are  of 

tAe  littJe  nones.      ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  YAgntk  :    But  upon  viewing 

them  clofcly,  I  perceived  that  they  had  fix  unequal  Surfaces,  the 
two  principal  or  which  are  painted,  one  Black,  and  the  other 
White,  inclining  to  Yellow.  The)r  make  them  lump  up,  by 
flriking  the  Ground,  or  the  Table,  with  a  round  ana  hollow  Dilh, 
which  contains  them,  and  which  they  twirl  round  firft.  When 
they  have  no  Difh,  they  throw  the  Bones  up  in  the  Air  with  their 
Hand,'!  :  If  in  falling  they  come  all  of  one  Colour,  he  who  plays 
v/in5  ave  :  The  Game  is  forty  up,  and  they  fubtraft  the  Num- 
bers gained  by  the  adverfe  Part^.  Five  Bones  of  the  fame  Co- 
lour win  but  one  for  the  firft  Time,  but  the  fecond  Time  they 
win  the  Game  :  A  lefs  Number  wins  nothing. 

He  that  wins  the  Game,  continues  playing  :  The  Lofer  gives 
his  Place  to  another,  who  is  named  by  the  Markers  of  his  Side  ; 
for  they  make  Parties  at  firft,  and  often  the  whole  Village  is  con- 
cerned in  the  Game  :  Oftentimes  alfo  one  Village  plays  againft 
another.  E.ich  Party  chufes  a  Marker;  but  he  withdraws  when  he 
pleafes,  which  never  happens,  but  when  his  Party  lofes.  At 
tivery  Throw,  cfpecially  if  it  happens  to  be  decifive,  they  make 
great  Shouts.  The  Players  appear  like  People  poflefled,  and 
tile  SpeAators  are  not  more  calm.  They  all  make  a  thoufand 
Contortions,  talk  to  the  Bones,  load  the  Spirits  of  the  adverfe 
Party  with  Imprecations,  and  the  whole  Village  echoes  with 
Howlings,  If  z\\  this  does  not  recover  their  Luck,  the 
t-ofers  may  put  off  the  Party  till  next  Day  :  It  cofts  them  only 
ft  fmall  Treat  to  the  Company. 

Then  they  prepare  to  return  to  the  Engagement.     Each  in- 
vokes his  Genius,  and  throws  fome  Tobacco  in  the  Fire  to  his 
Honour.     They  aflc  him  above  all  Things  for  lucky  Dreams, 
i^s  foon  as  Day  appears,  they  go  again  to  Play ;    but  if  the 
Lofers   fancy  that  the  Goods  in  their  Cabins  made  them  un- 
lucky, the  fii'ft  Thing  they  do  is  to  change  them  all.     The  great 
Parties  commoitly  laft  five  or  fix  Days,  and  often  continue  ,aU 
^f^ght.     In  the  mean  Time,  as  all  the  Perfons  prefent,  at  leaft 
t^iofe  who  are  concerned  in  the  Game,  are  in  an  Agitation  that 
deprives  them  of  Reafon,  as  they  quarrel  and  fight,  which  ne- 
ver happens  among  the  Savages  but  on  thefe  Occafions,   and  in 
Drunkennefs,  one  may  judge,  if  when  they  have  done  playing 
they  do  not  want  Reft. 

It 
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It  happens  Pjiuctiincs  that  thefe  Parties  of  Play  arc  made  by 
On*  r  of  the  Phyfician,  or  at  the  Kcqucil  of 
the  Sick.  There  needs  no  more  for  this 
Puri^ofc  than  a  Dream  of  one  or  th«  ftther. 
This  Dream  is  always  taken  for  the  Order  of 
fome  Spirit ;  and  then  they  prepare  them- 
felves  for  Play  with  a  great  deal  of  Care.  They  aflemble  for  fevc . 
ral  Nights  to  try,  and  to  fee  who  has  the  luckieft  Hand.  They 
conlult  their  Genii,  they  faft,  the  married  Perfons  obfcrve  Con- 
tinence ;  and  all  to  obtain  a  favourable  Dream.  Every  Morn- 
inp;  they  relate  what  Dreams  they  have  had,  and  of  all  the 
Things  they  have  dreamt  of,  which  they  think  lucky  ;  and  they 
make  a  CoUeftion  of  all,  and  put  them  into  little  Bags  which  they 
carry  about  with  them  ;  and  if  any  one  has  the  Reputation  of 
being  lucky,  that  is^  in  the  Opinion  of  thefe  People,  of  having* 
familiar  Spirit  more  powerful,  or  more  inclined  to  do  Good, 
they  never  fail  to  make  him  keep  near  him  who  holds  the  Difti : 
They  even  go  a  great  Way  fometimes  to  fetch  him  ;  and  if 
through  Age,  or  any  Infirmity,  he  canviot  walk,  they  will  carry 
him  on  their  Shoulders. 

They  have  often  prefled  the  Miflionaries  to  be prefent  at  thefe 
Games,  as  they  believe  their  Guardian  Genii  are  the  mod 
powerful.  It  happened  one  Da)  in  a  fiuron  Village,  that  a  fick 
Perfon  having  fent  for  a  Juggler,  this  Quack  prefcribed  the 
Game  of  the  Dijhy  and  appointed  a  Village  at  fome  Diftance 
from  the  fick  Perfon's,  to  play  at.  She  immediatelyfent  to  aflc 
Leave  of  the  Chief  of  the  Village  :  It  was  granted  :  They 
played  ;  and  when  they  had  done  playing,  the  nek  Perfon  gave 
a  great  many  Thanks  to  the  Players  for  having  cured  her,  as  fhe 
faid.  But  there  was  nothing  of  Truth  in  all  this  :  On  thecon* 
trary,  fhe  was  worfe  ;  but  one  mull  always  appear  fatisfied, 
even  when  there  is  the  leaft  Caufe  to  be  fo. 

The  ill  Humour  of  this  Woman  and  her  Relations  fell  upon 
the  Miflionaries,  who  had  refufed  to  aflifl  at  the  Game,  notwith- 
(landing  all  the  Importunities  they  ufed  to  engage  them  :  And 
in  their  Anger  for  the  little  Complaifance  they  ihewed  on  this 
Occafion,  they  told  them,  by  Way  of  Reproach,  that  fince  their 
Arrival  in  this  Country,  the  Genii  of  the  Savages  had  lofl  their 
Power.  Thefe  Fathers  did  not  fail  to  take  Advantage  of  this 
Confefllon,  to  make  thefe  Infidels  fenfible  of  the  Weaknefs  of 
their  Deities,  and  of  the  Superiority  of  the  God  of  the  Chrtf' 
tians.  But  beAdes  that  on  thefe  Occafions  it  is  rare  that  they 
are  well  enough  difpofed  to  hear  Reafon,  thefe  Barbarians  re^ 
ply  coldly,  *'  You  have  your  Gods,  and  we  have  our*s  :  *Tis  9 
**  Misfortune  for  us  that  they  are  not  fo  powerful  as  your's." 

A  a  The 
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The  Strait  ii  one  of  the  Countries  of  Canada  wlie^6  a  Bo- 
ianill  mieht  make  the  moft  Difcoveries.    I  have  already  ob« 
ferved,  that  all  Canada  produces  a  great  n\any  Simples  which 
have  great  Virtues.     There  is  no  Doubt  that  the  Snow  contri- 
butes greixtly  to  it :  But  there  is  in  this  Place  a  Variety  of  Soil  \ 
which,  joined  to  the  Mildnefs  of  the  Climate,  and  the  Liberty 
which  the  Sun  has  to  warm  the  Earth  more  than  in  other  Places, 
becaufe  the  Country  is  more  open,  gives  Room  to  believe  that 
the  Plants  have  more  Virtue  here  than  in  any  other  Placet 
One  of  my  Canoe  Men  lately  proved  the  Force  of  a  P)atit» 
which  we  meet  with  every  where,  and  the 
Knowledge  of  which  is  very  neceiTary  for 
Travellers  ;  not  for  its  good  Qualities,  for  I 
never  yet  heard  it  had  any,  but  becaufe  we 
much  Care  to  Ihun  it.     They  call  it  the  Flea- 
Plant ;  but  this  Name  does  not  fufficiently  exprefs  the  EffeAs  it 
produces*    Its  Effects  are  more  or  lefs  fenfible,  according  to  the 
Conftitution  of  thofe  who  touch  it.     There  are  fome  Perfons  on 
whom  it  has  no  EfFe£t  at  all ;  but  others,   only  by  looking  on  it, 
are  feized  vith  a  violent  Fever,  which  lalls  above  fifteen  Days^ 
and  which  is  accompanied  with  a  very  troublefbme  Iteh  on  the 
Hands,  and  a  great  Itching  all  over  the  Bodvi     It  has  an  EfTeft 
on  others  only  when  they  touch  it,  and  then  the  Party  affe£(ed  apt. 

f>ears  all  over  like  a  Leper.     Some  have  beeh  known  to  havtf 
oft  the  Ufe  of  their  Hands  by  it.     We  know  no  other  Rclnedy 
for  it  as  yet  but  Patience.    After  fome  Time  all  the  Symptoms 
difappear. 
There  grow  alfo  in  the  Strait  Lemon-Trees  in  the  haturai 
^^    ,     ,.  Soil,  the  Fruit  of  which  have  the  Shape  and 

r:i  I.    '.""    Colour  of  thofe  of  PwtugaU   but  they  arc 
tfthe  Strait.  fmaller,  and  of  a  flat  Tafte.    They  arc  ex^ 

cellent  in  Conferve.  The  Root  of  this  Tree  is  a  deadly  and 
very  fnbtilc  Poifon,  and  at  the  fame  Time  a  fovereign  Antidote 
againft  the  Bite  of  Serpents.  It  muft  be  pounded,  and  applied 
dire£lly  to  the  Wound.  This  Remedy  takes  Effefl  inftantly, 
and  never  fails.  Oa  both  Sides  the  Strait  the  Country,  as  they 
fay,  preferves  all  its  Beauty  for  about  ten  Leagues  within  Land  j 
after  which  they  find  fewer  Fruit-Trees,  and  not  fo  many  Mea- 
dows. But  at  the  End  of  five  or  fix  Leagues,  inclining  towards 
the  Lake  Erie  to  the  South  Weft,  one  fees  vaft  Meadows  which 
extend  above  a  hundred  Leagues  every  Way,  ind  which  feed  a 
prodigious  Number  of  thofe  Cattle  which  I  have  already  mention<* 
cd  fcTcral  Times* 

/  am,  &c. 
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LETTER    XVII. 

Farteuj  Remarks  oh  tJl^e  CharaSlttt  CuJIwis,  and  GovernmeHt  tf  ti§ 

Savages* 

Madam,  >^/ Detroit ^z^&r Strait),  y«/i«  14. 

AFTER  I  had  clofed  my  laft  Letter,  and  given  it  to  • 
Perfon  who  was  going  down  to  ^htc,  I  prepared  myfelf 
to  continue  my  Journey,  and  in  Fa6t,  I  embarked  the  next  Day> 
but  I  did  not  go  far,  and  by  the  Want  of  Precaution  in  my  Con* 
dudors,  I  am  returned  here  to  ¥oti  Pontchurtraint  where  1  fear  I 
fhall  be  obliged  to  flay  yet  feveral  Days.  Thefe  are  Difappoint* 
ments  which  we  mud  exped  with  the  Canadian  Travelleri,  they 
are  never  in  Hafie,  and  are  very  negligent  in  taking  their  Mea* 
fures.  But  as  we  muft  make  the  beft  of  every  Thing,  I  (hall 
take  Advantage  of  this  Delay,  to  begin  to  entertain  ^ou  with  the 
Government  of  the  Savages,  and  of  tneir  Behaviour  in  public  Af* 
fairs.  By  this  Knowledge  you  will  be  better  able  to  judge  of 
what  I  fliall  have  Occaiion  to  fay  to  you  hereafter ;  but  I  fhall 
not  fpeak  very  largely  on  this  Subject :  Firft,  becau&  the  Whole 
is  not  very  intereilmg  :  Secondly,^  becaufe  I  will  write  nothing 
to  you  but  what  is  fupported  by  ^ood  Teftimony,  and  it  is  not 
eafy  to  find  Perfons  whofe  Sincerity  is  entirely  unfufpeded,  at 
kail  of  Exaggeration ;  or  who  may  not  be  fufpeAed  of  having 
given  Credit  too  lightly  to  all  they  heard ;  or  who  have  Difcerni» 
ment  enough  to  take  Things  in  a  right  View,  which  requires  a 
Ion?  Acquaintance  with  the  Country,  and  the  Inhabitant*,  t 
{hall  fay  nothine  of  my  own  on  this  Article,  and  this  will  pre- 
vent me  from  following  a  regular  Series  in  what  X  fhall  fay.  But 
it  will  not  be  difficiiTt  for  you  to  colled  and  make  a  pretty  re- 

£ular  Whole  of  the  Remarks  which  I  fhall  interfpeife  in  m;^ 
etters,  according  as  I  receive  them. 

It  mufl  be  acknowledged.  Madam,  that  the  nearer  View  we 
take  of  our  Savages,  the  more  we  difcover  in 
tiiem  ibm"^  valuable  Qualities.  The  chief 
Fart  of  the  Principles  by  which  they  regu- 
late their  Condu£l,  the  general  Maxims  by 
which  thev  govern  themfelves,  and  the  Bot- 
tom of  their  Character*  have  nothing  which 
appears  barbarous.  Furthermore,  the  Ideas,  though  quite  con- 
fuled,  which  they  have  retained  of  a  firft  Being ;  the  Traces,  tho^ 
i^SLQ^  eiaced}  of  a  religioui  Worfliip,  which  they  appear  to 
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have  rendered  formerly  to  this  Supreme  Deity  ;  and  the  faint 
Marks,  which  we  obferve,  even  in  their  mod  indifferent  Afliohs 
of  the  antient  Belief,  and  the  primitive  Religion,  may  bring 
■them  more  eafily  than  we  think,  into  the  Way  of  Truth,  and 
make  their  Converfioh  to  (^^r//?/Wirv  to  be  more  eafily  effedted 
^han  that  of  more  civilized  Nations.  In  Fa£l,  we  learn  from 
Experience,  that  Policy,  Knowlfedge,  and  Maxims  of  State,  create 
in  the  lart  an  Attachment  and  a  Prejudice  for  their  falfe  Belief, 
which  all  the  Skill,  and  all  the  Zeal  of  the  Labourers  of  the 
Gofpcl  have  much  Pains  to  overcome.  So  that  there  is  Need 
of  Grace  acting  more  powerfully  on  enlightened  Infidels,  who 
are  almoil  always  blinded  by  their  Prefuniption,  than  on  thofe 
who  have  nothing  to  oppofe  to  it  but  a  very  limited  Know- 
ledge. 

The  greateft  Pare  of  the  People  of  this  Continent  have  a  Kind 
J  r-        1  TJ       of  Ariftocratic  Government,  which  varies  al- 
A general  laea    „ioft  to  Infinity.    For  altho' each  Villr.ge  has 
tj    their    Gowrn-     j^^  ^^.^^^^  ^^^   -^  independent  of  all  the  o- 
^^"  *  ,  thers  of  the  fame  Nation,  and  on  wh<»m  his 

Subjefls  depend  in  very  few  Things  ;  neverthelefs,  no  Afi  iir  of 
any  Importance  is  concluded  without  the  Advice  of  li*  Klders. 
Tov/ards  Acadia  the  Sachems  were  more  abfolute,  aid  it  coes  not 
appear  that  they  were  obliged  as  the  Chiefs  are  in  almoU  all 
other  Places,  to  bellow  Bounties  on  private  Perfons.  On  the 
contrary,  they  received  a  Kind  of  Tribute  from  their  Subjefts, 
and  by  no  Means  thought  it  a  Part  of  their  Grandeur  to  referve 
nothing  for  themfelves.  But  there  is  Reafon  to  think  that 
the  Dilperfion  of  thefc  Savages  of  Acadia^  and  perhaps  alfo  their 
•Intercourfe  with  the  French^  have  occafioned  many  Changes  in 
their  old  Form  of  Government,  concerning  which  Lcfcarbot  and 
Xlhamplain  are  the  only  Authors  who  have  given  us  any  Parti- 
culars. 

Many  Nations  have  each  three  Families,  or  principal  Tribes, 
<ru     n'    •/*        ^^  antient,  in  all  Probability,   as  their  Ori- 

•  r  \    T<T  ■        ein.     They  are  neverthelefs  derived  from  the 

Df  the  Nations  in-     ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  j^  ^^^^  ^^^  -^  j^^j^^^ 

/o  I  noes.  w^Qti  as  the  firft^  wh  ch  has  a  Sort  of  Pre- 

eminence over  the  two  others,  who  llile  thofe  of  this  Tribe  Bro- 
thersf  whereas  between  themfelves  they  ftilc  each  other  Coujins. 
Thefe  Tribes  art  mixed,  without  being  confounded,  each  has 
its  diftinft  Chief  in  every  Village;  and  in  the  Affairs  which  con- 
cern the  whole  Nation,  thefe  Chiefs  affemble  to  deliberate 
thereon.  Each  Triba  bears  the  Name  of  fome  Animal,  and  the 
whole  Nation  has  alfo  one,  whofe  Name  they  take,  and  whofe 
Figure  is  their  Mark,  or,  as  one  may  fay,  their  Coat  of  Arms. 
They  iign  Treaties  no  otherwife  than  by  tracing  thefe  Figures 
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on  it,   unlefs   feme  particular  Rcafons  make   them  fubflitute 
others. 

Thus  the  Huron  Nation  is  the  Nation  of  tlie  Porcupine.  Its 
firft  Tribe  bears  the  Name  of  the  Bear,  or  of  the  Pot-Buck.  Au- 
thors differ  about  this.  The  two  others  have  taken  for  their 
Animals,  the  If^f  and  the  Tortoifc.  In  fliort,  each  Village  has 
alfo  its  own  Animal  ;  and  probably  it  is  this  Variety  which  has 
occafioned  fo  many  Millakcs  in  the  Authors  of  Relations.  Fur- 
thermore, it  is  proper  to  obfervc,  that  befjdes  thefe  Eir.in^ions 
of  Nations,  Tribes,  and  Villnges,  by  Animals  thero  are  yet 
others  which  are  founded  upon  feme  Cullom,  or  ^n  fome 
particular  Event.  For  Inrtancc,  the  Tiotmonfotcx  Hurons,  who 
are  of  the  firft  Tribe,  commonly  call  themfelves  the  Nation  of 
Tobacco  }  and  we  have  a  Treaty,  in  which  thefe  Savages,  who 
were  then  at  Michillimakinac,  have  put  for  their  Mark  the  Figure 
of  a  Beaver. 

The  Iroquois  Nation  have   the  fame  Animals  as  the  Hurotty  of 

Q,r        .  which  it  appears  to  be  a   Colony;  yet  with 

th  N^^"^^  '"f  "fl  ^^^^  Difference,  that  the  Family  of  the  Tor- 
r/  ■  f^'"  ^  ^     '°^^^  ^^  divided  into  two,  wluch  they  call  the 

■'^^■'*  great  and   the  little  Tortoife.     The  Chief  of 

each  F^^mily  bears  the  Name  of  it,  and  in  public  TranfadioniS 
they  never  give  him  any  other.  It  is  the  fame  in  Refpeft  to  the 
Chief  of  the  Nation,  and  of  each  Village.  But  bendes  iliis 
Name,  which  is,  as  I  may  fay,  only  a  Reprefentation,  they  have 
another  which  diftinguifhes  them  more  particularly,  and  which 
is,  as  it  were,  a  Title  of  Honour.  .  Thus  one  is  called  the  mojl 
nobley  another  the  moji  antienty  &c.  Laftly,  they  have  a  third 
Name  which  is  perfonal  ;  but  I  am  apt  to  think  that  this  is  only 
ufed  among  the  Nations,  where  the  Rank  of  Chief  is  hereditary. 

The  conferring  or  giving  thefe  Titles,  is  always  performed 
with  great  Ceremony.  The  new  Chief,  or  if  he  is  too  your.g, 
he  who  reprefents  him,  muft  make  a  Feaft  and  give  Prefents, 
fpeak  the  Elogium  of  his  Predeceffo/,  and  fing  his  Song.  But 
there  are  fome  perfonal  Names  fo  famous,  that  no  one  dares  to 
aflume  them  ;  or  which,  at  lead,  remain  a  long  Time  before 
they  are  re-ail umed  :  When  they  do  it,  they  call  it,  raifmg  froiti 
the  Dead  the  Perfon  who  formerly  had  thai  Name. 

In  the  North,  and  in  all  Places  where  the  Algonquin  Language 

Of  tl    9      /      prevails,  the  Dignity  of  Chief  is  elective  ; 
/    oe    uccej-      ^^  ^^  Ceremony  of  the  Eleftion  and   In- 
ftallation  confifts  in  Fealls,  accompanied  with 
Dances    and    Songs.       The    Chief  eledlcd 
never  fails  to  make  the   Panegyrick  of  him 
takes,  and  to  invoke  his  Genius.     Amongft  the 
4iurons,  where  this  Dignity  is  hereditary,  the  Succeflion  is  con- 
tinued 
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|muei4  t>y,  thfi  V/oman^s  Sid«  ;  fo  that  at  the  Peath  of  the 
Chief'},  it  is  not  hi^  Son  that  fucqeeds  him,  but  hii>  Siiler's  Son  ; 
qr,  in  Cafe  of  failure  of  fuch,  the  neifeft  Relation  by  the  Fe- 
jpiaje  Lin:.  Jf  a  whole  Branch  happens  to  be  extinft,  the 
Bpbleft  ^iatroi;!  of  a  Tribe  chufes  the  Perfon  flic  likes  beft,  and 
^clai:es  hipi  Chief. 

T^ey  mull  be  of  an  Age  fit  to  govern  j  and  if  the  hereditary 

nz-.A,;^  P^,,.,*,.      ^^^^^  "  "°'  °*  ^S^*  ^^^y  ^^^^^  *  Regent, 
U^tbar  rower,    ^i^ho  has  aU  the  Authority,  but  whooeFcifes 

51  in  the  Name  of  the  Minor.  In  general,  thefe  Chiefs  do  not 
\ccei,ve  any  great  IV^arks  of  Refpeft  ;  and  if  they  are  always 
o]beyed,  it  is  becaufe  they  know  how  far  their  Commands  will 
$ave  f'orce.  It  is  true  »lfo,  that  they  entreat  or  propofe,  rather 
tl\ari,  command,  and  that  they  never  exceed  the  Bounds  of  the 
^ttle  Authority  tt  ^y  have.  Thus  it  is  Reafon  that  governs  j 
and  the  Government  is  the  more  effedtual,  as  the  Obedience  i% 
jfiqrp  voluntary^  9Jid  that  ther^  is  no  Fear  of  its  degen<;rating 
^to  Tyranny. 

Beildes  this,  ^very  family  has  ^  Right  to  chufe  themfelves 
9  Couhfellor,  or  ^n  AiHilant  io  the  Chiefs 
who  is  to  watch  over  their  Interefts,  and 
without  whofe  Advice  the  Chief  cajj  under-^ 
take  nothing.  Thefe  Cou/ifellors  are  efpe- 
take  Care  of  the  public  Treaiu^c,  and  it 
^glpjigs  to  them  to  direft  how  it  is  to  pe  employed.  The  firft 
Iteccpcion  of  them  into  this  QfHce,  is  in  a  general  Council ;  but 
^,ey  do  not  give  Notice  of  this  to  their  Allies^  as  chey  do  in  the 
!^Iefibn  or  Inflallation  of  a  Chief. — ir-Jn  the  Hifrun  Nations,  the 
yforaen  ijanje  5he  Counfellprs,  and  they  often  chuije  Perfons  of 
^eir  own  Sex. 

'   XW«  Body  of  CounfelJors,   or  Affiftan^o,   i?  the  firft  of  all  : 
r^r  *i    n  J    i-     'i'^c  fecoad  Is  that  of  the  Elders  ;  that  is  tt^ 
ih  mJ^  "^    /ay,  of   all  wlio  have  attained  the  Age  of 

tp^tians.  Maturity.     I  could  never  learn  cxaftly  what 

^s.Age  is.  The  lait  is  that  of  the  Warriors  :  It  comprehends 
^  that  arc  able  to  bear  Arms.  This  Fody  has  often  at  its 
$e^  the  Chief  of  the  Nation,  or  of  ihe  Village  ;  but  he  mull 
Save  (J-iftinguilhed  himfelf  firft  by  fome  brave  Aftion,  otherwifc 
Ije  is  obl?.sred  to  ferve  as  a  Subaltern  j  that  is  te  Jay^  as  a  com- 
mon Sol4ier,  for  there  is  no  othpr  R*ak  i,^  the  Armies  of  the 
^^yages. 
A.  great  Par^  may  indeed  have  feveral  Chiefs,  becaufe  they 

i^  tb&  irar         commanded  ;  but  they  are  not  the  lefs  fub- 
\iptifs*  jeft  to  the  Commander  of  th;c  Party,  a  Kind 

<^  Qcner^}  with,QUrt.  Chara/^r,  without  real  Audicrity,  who  can 
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hfeitiitfr  reward  nor  ponifh,  whofe  Soldiers  mr.y  IcSvc  him  v/helK 
they  pleafe,  without  his  having  a  Right  to  fay  any-Thinj^  \<S 
them  on  that  Accoant,  and  who  neverthelefs  is  fcarce  ever  coh- 
tradifted.  So  true  is  it,  that  amongft  Men  who  goverii  them- 
f*lves  by  Reafcn,  and  arc  guided  by  Honour  and  a  Zdal  foJ- 
their  Country^  Independence  does  not  deftroy  Subordination^ 
and  that  a  free  and  voluntary  Obedience  is  generally  the  mof!  Id 
be  depended  on.  For  the  reft,  the  Qualities  required  in  a  War 
Chief,  art  to  be  fortunate,  brave,  and  difmterefted.  It  is  hbl 
ftrange,  that  they  fhouldobey  without  Difficulty  a  Man  in  whoiA 
theft  three  Gharafters  are  known  to  be  united.  ,  "  ,  . 
The  Won.er.  have  the  principal  Authority  among  all  lh6  Peb« 
«-,    p  y.      pie  of  the  Hieron  Language,  if  we  except  th% 

^  e    owr  0/       Iroquois  Canton  of  Onnefouth*   where  it  is  al- 
ihe  Womenin  joint     ».    ^   ^^  \.  ^  ^i      c  w  .*    -r  »t.*     -i 

\,    ,  •'  tcrnate  between  the  Sexes.    But   if  this  is 

'"w.  jj^gj^  h2i.\v^  their  Prafticc  is  feldom  cbnform- 

able  to  it.  Itt  Reality,  the  Men  acquaint  the  Women  only  vviA 
what  they  pleafe  to  let  them  know,  and  an  important  Affair  ij 
feldom  communicated  to  them,  though  all  is  tranfafted  in  their 
Namej  and  the  Chiefs  are  only  their  Lieutenants. . 

What  I  told  you.  Madam,  of  the  Great  Grandmother  of  th^ 
hereditary  Chief  of  the  Hurons  of  the  Strait,  who  could  ne- 
ver obtain  a  Miifionary  for  ner  Village,  is  a  good  Proof  that  the 
real  Authority  of  the  Women  is  confined  to  very  narrow.  Lis 
mits  J  yet  I  have  been  aflurcd,  that  they  deliberate  firl^  oH 
what  is  propofed  In  the  Council,  and  afterwards  they  give  the 
kefult  of  their  Deliberation  to  the  Chiefs,  who  make  a  Report 
of  it  to  tl.e  general  Council,  compofed  of  the  Elders  :  But  W 
feems  very  probable,  that  all  this  is  done  for  Form,  and  withth'd 
Reftriftions  1  have  mentioned.  The  Warriors  eonfuU  alfd 
among  them felves  on  every  Thing  in  their  Departnientj  but  they 
can  conclude  nothing  of  Importance,  or  that  concerns  the  Na- 
tion or  the  Village.  Every  Thing  muft  be  examined  and  de- 
termined in  the  Council  of  the  Elders,  who  give  the  final  De*- 
tree.  ,....,.. 

It  muft  hz  atknowledged  that  they  proceed  in  thefe  AflTembKei 
ir'L  nra       f     ^^^^  ^"*^^  Prudence,  Matuiity,  Ability^  ahi 
,,  ^J^V'V''^"*  V     I  v/ill  alfo  fay,  for  the  inbff  Part,  fucH  Pro- 
tbeje  Lounals,  j^j^^^  ^^   ^^^j^  have  done  feonoiir    to  M 

Areopagus  of  Athnsy  and  the  Senate  of  Romet  in  the  mott  flou- 
riftiing  tihies  oi  thofe  Republics.  The  Reafon  isr,  that  t!h4y 
tonclude  nothing  haftily,  and  that  the  ilrong  Paflions  whlclV  hav« 
inade  fuch  Alterations  in  the  Syftems  of  Policy,  even  amongll 
Chrifiiani,  have  not  yet  prevailed  in  thefe  Savages  ovcr  the  Pub- 
lic Good.  The  Parties  concerned  do  not  fail  to  eniplcfy  ftcret 
Sprihgs,  and  fuch  Intrigue  to  aceompliiE  their  Deughs,   that 
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one  would  fcarce  believe  could  enter  into  the  Thoughts  of  fiioH 
Barbarians.  It  is  alfo  true,  that  theypoflefs,  in  the  nighcll  De- 
gree, the  great  Art  of  concealing  their  Proceedings.  For  the 
moft  Part,  the  Glory  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Motives  of  Ho- 
nour, are  the  chief  Springs  of  all  their  Undertakings.  What 
we  cannot  excufe  in  them,  is,  that  generally  they  place  all  theii 
Honour  in  revenging  themfelves,  and  give  no  Bounds  to  their 
Revenge  :  A  Fault  which  Chrijlianity  alone  can  throughly  re- 
form, and  which  all  our  Politenefs  and  our  Religion  does  not 
always  correft. 

Each  Tribe  has  its  Orator  in  every  Village,   and  there  are  few 

Of  the  Orators.  '  ^"'  '^^^^  P,?'^"  who  have  a  Right  to  fpeak 
•^  in  the  public  Councils,   and  in  the  general 

AfTemblies.  They  always  fpeak  well,  and  to  the  Purpofe.  Be- 
fides  that  natural  Eloquence,  which  none  of  thofe  who  have  been 
acquainted  with  them  will  difpute,  they  have  a  perfeft  Know- 
ledge of  the  Interefts  of  thofe  who  employ  them,  and  a  Dexte- 
rity in  placing  their  Rights  in  the  faireft  Light,  that  nothing 
can  exceed.  On  fome  Occafions,  the  Women  have  an  Orator, 
who  fpeaks  in  their  Name,  and  as  if  he  was  folely  their  Interpre- 
ter. 

One  would  think  that  People,  who  we  may  fay  have  no  Pof- 

nr  *u  1  t  a  ^^^ons,  either  public  or  private,  and  who 
rir  u  J'^  have  no  Ambition  to  extend  themfelves, 
oj  tbeje  teopu,  (hould  have  very  few  Things  to  adjuft  with 
each  other.  But  the  Spirit  of  Man,  naturally  reftlefs,  cannot 
remain  without  Aftion,  and  is  ingenious  in  finding  itfelf  Em- 
ployment. This  is  certain,  that  our  Savages  negotiate  continu- 
ally, and  have  always  fome  Affair  on  the  Carpet.  There  arc 
fome  Treaties  to  conclude,  or  to  renew,  Offers  of  Service,  mu- 
tual Civilities,  Alliances  they  court.  Invitations  to  join  in 
making  War,  Condolences  on  the  Death  of  a  Chief,  or  of 
fome  confidcrable  Perfon.  All  this  is  done  with  a  Dignity,  an 
Attention,  I  will  even  venture  to  fay  with  an  Ability,  worthy 
of  the  moft  irhportant  Affairs  :  And  they  are  fometimes  more  fo 
than  they  feem  to  be ;  for  thofe  they  depute  for  thefe  Purpofes, 
have  almoft  always  fome  fecret  Inftruftions,  and  the  apparent 
Motive  of  their  Deputation  is  only  a  Vail  that  hides  another  of 
more  Confequence. 

The  Iroquois  Nation  has  for  the  two  laft  Ages  made  the  greateft 

en     P  /•       f     Figure  in  Canada.      By    their    Succeffes  in 
uje  toiicy  Of      ^^j.  ^^     j^^^g      .^^^  ^^^^  jjjg  greateft  Part 
tbe  Iroquois.  ^^  ^^^  ^^y^^^  Nations  a  Superiority,  which 

none  of  them  at  prefent  are  in  a  Condition  to  difpute ;  and 
from  a  peaceable  Nation,  as  they  were  formerly,  they  are  be- 
come very  reftlefs  and  intriguing.    But  nothing  has  contributed 

more 
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wore  to  render  them  formidable,  than  the  Advantage  of  their 
Situation  ;  which  they  foon  dUcovered,  and  knew  vqry  well 
how  to  take  Advantage  of  it.  Placed  between  \xi  and  the  Sng" 
li/hf  they  foon  conceived  that  both  Nations  would  be  obliged  to 
court  them;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  principal  Attention  of 
both  Colonies,  fmce  their  Settlement,  has  been  to  gain  ihem,  or 
at  leaii  to  engage  them  to  remain  neuter  :  Being  perfuaded  on 
their  Part,  that  if  one  of  tliefe  Nations  fliould  prevail  over  the 
other,  they  fhould  foon  be  opprefled,  they  liav.e  found  the  Se- 
cret to  balance  their  Succeifes  ;  and  if  we  confidcr  thai  all  their 
Forces  joined  together  have  never  amounted  to  more  than  five 
or  fix  thoufand  nghting  Men,  and  that  long  ago  they  w^re  di- 
minilhed  above  half,  one  muft  acknowledge  that  they  could  not, 
with  fo  fmall  a  Power,  have  fupported  themfelves  as  they  have 
done,  but  by  great  Skill  and  Addrefs. 
As  to  what  relates  to  private  Perfons,  and  the  particular  Con- 
Oy  th  t  iv  i-  cerns  of  the  Villages,  thefe  are  reduced  to  a 
.  ,J  J*L° p-t"~  very  fmall  Compafs,  and  are  foon  decided. 
fnem  of  the  ni-      r^,^^   Authority  of  the   Chiefs  does  not  ex- 

"^"'  tend,  or  very  rarely  extends,  fo  far  J  and  ge- 

nerally thofe  who  have  any  Reputation,  are  employed  only  for 
the  Public.  A  fingle  Affair,  however  trifling  it  may  be,  is  a 
long  Time  under  Deliberation.  Every.  Thing  is  treated  of 
with  a  great  deal  Circumfpe^iion,  and  nothmg  is  decide<l 
till  they  have  heard  every  pne  who  defires  it.  If  they  have 
made  a  Prefent  under  Hasid  to  an  Elder,  tofecure  his  Vote, 
they  are  fare  to  obtain  it  when  the  Prefent  is  accepted.  It  was 
fcarce  ever  heard  that  a  Savage  failed  in  an  Engagement  of  tliis 
Kind  ;.  but  he  does  not  take  it  eafily,  and  he  never  receives  with 
both  Hands.  T^he  young  People  enter  early  into  the  Know- 
ledge of  Bufinefs,  which  renders  them  fexious  and  mature  in  an 
Age  in  which  we  are  yet  Children  :  'fhis  interells  them  in  tlie 
Public  Good  from  their  early  Youth,  and  infpiires  them  wftH  aii 
Emulation,  which  is  cherifhed-  with  great  Care,  and  from  which 
there  is  Reafon  to  expeft  the  greatelt  Tunings. 
.  The  greateft  f>efeft  of*  this  Government,  is,  that  there  Ts  no 

*Th  Thf^a'  6f  Puniftiment  for  Crimes  among  tliefe  People. 
.,  r^'  J.  ■'/  indeed  this  Defeft' has  not  the  fanie  <!^onfe- 
auences  here,  which  it  would  have  with  us  : 
The  great  Spring  of  our  Paffions,  and  the  principal  Source  of 
the  Diforders  which  moft  difturb  civil  Society,  that  is  to  fay, 
Self-Intercft,  having  fcarce  any  Power  over  People,  who  never 
think  of  laying  up  Riches,  and  who  take  little  Thought  for  the 
Mwrow. 

They,  may   alfo  juftly  be  reproached  with  tlieir  Mariner  of' 
brinwni  up  their  Children.    They  know  not  what  it  is  to  chaf- 
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tifc  them  :  Whilft  they  arc  little,  they  fay  they  have  noReafon  ; 
tnd  the  Savages  are  not  of  the  Opinion,  that  Punifhment  pro- 
motes Underuanding.  When  they  are  old  enough  to  reafon, 
they  fay  that  they  are  Mailers  of  their  own  Actions,  and  that 
they  are  accountable  to  no  Perfon  for  them.  They  carry  thefe 
two  Maxims  fo  far,  as  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  ill  ufed  by 
drunken  People,  without  defending  themfelves,  for  Fear  of 
hurting  them.  If  you  endeavour  to  ^ew  them  the  FoUy  of  this 
Condudl,  they  fay,  Why  Jhould  lue  hurt  them  ?  They  knonu  not 
nvhat  they  do. 

In  a  Word,  thefe  Americans  are  entirely  convinced  that  Man  is 
born  free,  that  no  Power  on  Earth  has  any  Right  to  make  any 
Attempts  againfl  his  Liberty,  and  that  nothing  can  make  him 
Amends  for  its  Lofs.  We  have  even  had  much"  Pains  to  unde- 
ceive thofe  converted  to  Chrijlianity  on  this  Head^  and  to  make 
them  underfland,  that  in  Confequence  of  the  Corruption  of  our 
Nature,  which  is  the  £iFe£t  of  Sin,  an  unreftrained  Liberty  of 
doing  Evil  differs  little  from  a  Sort  of  Neceffity  of  committing 
it,  conftdering  the  Strength  of  the  Inclination,  which  cailies  us 
to  it ;  and  that  the  Law  which  retrains  us,  bring?  us  nearer  to 
our  firft  Liberty,  in  feeming  to  deprive  us  of  it.  Happily  for 
fhem.  Experience  does  not  make  them  feel  in  many  material 
Articles  all  the  Force  of  this  Bias,  which .  produces  in  other 
Countries  fo  many  Crimes.  Their  Knowledge  being  more  con- 
fiiied  than  our*s,  their  Defires  are  ilill  more  fo.  Being  ufed 
onhr  to  the  fimple  Neceffaries  of  Life,  which  Providence  has 
fumciently  provided  for  them,  they  have  fcarce  any  Idea  of  Su- 
perfluity. 

After  all,  this  Toleration,  and  this  Impunity,  is  a  great  Dif- 
order.  There  is  alfo  another,  in  the  DefeA  of  Subordination, 
which  appears  in  the  Public,  and  ftill  more  fo  in  Domeftic  Con- 
cerns, where  evenr  one  does  what  he  pleafes  j  where  the  Father, 
Mother,  and  Children,  often  live  like  People  met  together  by 
Chance,  and  who  are  bound  by  no  Obligations  to  each  other  ; 
where,  the  youn§  People  treat  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Family  with- 
out communicating  any  Thing  of  it  to  their  Parents,  no  more 
than  if  they  were  Strangers  ;  where  the  Children  are  brought 
up  in  an  entire  Independence,  and  where  they  accuHom  them- 
felves early  not  to  hearken  either  to  the  Voice  of  Nature,  or  the 
moil  indifpenfable  Duties  of  Society. 

If  in  the  Nations  that  are  moil  prudently  governed,  and  which 
are  retrained  by  the  Reins  of  a  moil  holy  Religion,  we  flill  fee 
fome  of  thofe  Monflers  which  are  a  Difgrace  to  Human  Nature, 
they  at  leaft  create  Horror,  and  the  Laws  fupprefs  them  :  But- 
what  is  only  the  Crime  of  a  private  Perfon,  when  it  is  attended 
with  Punifhment,  becomes  the  Crime  of  the  Nation  that  leaves- 
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tt  dnpunSflied,  as  even  Parricide  itfelf  is  among  the  Sayaeet; 
Were  it  ftill  more  uncommon  than  it  is,  this  Impunity  is  a  Blot 
which  nothing  can  efface,  and  which  appears  entirely  barba- 
rottST  -  '^'hcre  are,  however,  in  all  this,  fome  Exceptions,  which 
I  fliall  mention  prefently  ;  but,  iu  general,  fuch  i.*;  the  Spirit 
that  prevails  among  our  Savages. 

They  are  not  only  perfuaaed  that  a  Perfon  who  is  not  in  hia  , 
right  Senfes  is  not  to  be  reprehended,  or  at 
lead  not  to  be  puniflied  ;  out  they  imagine 
alfo,  that  it  is  unworthy  of  a  Man  to  defend 
himfelf  againil  a  Woman  or  a  Child ;  but  it 
is  always  underftood,  where  there  is  no  Dan- 
ger of  Life,  or  of  being  maimed  j  yet  in  this  Cafe,  if  it  is 
poflible,  they  get  away.  But  if  a  Savage  kills  another  belong- 
ing to  his  Cabin,  if  he  is  drunk,  (and  they  often  counterfeit 
Drunkennefs  when  they  intend  to  commit  fuch  Actions)  all  the 
Confeqoence  is,  that  they  pity  and  weep  for  the  Dead.  //  is  a  ■" 
Misfortune^  (t^^y  ^^x)  ^he  Murderer  kne'w  not  nvhat  he  did. 

if  he  did  it  in  cool  Blood,  they  readily  conclude  that  he  had 
good  Reafons  for  coming  to  this  Extremity  ::  If  it  is  plain  he 
had  none,  it  belongs  to  thoie  of  his  Cabin,  as  the  only  Perfons 
concerned,  to  puniih  him  •:  They  may  put  him  to  Death,  but 
they  feldom  do  it ;  and  if  they  ao,  it  is  without  any  Form  of 
Jr.iiice  ;  fo  that  his  Death  has  lefs  the  Appearance  of  a  iawful 
•Punifhment  than  the  Revenge  of  a  private  Perfon.  Sometimes 
a  Chief  will  be  glad  of  the  Opportunity  to  get  rid  of  a  bad 
Subject.  In  a  Word,  the  Crime  is  not  puniihed  in  a  Manner 
that  fatisdes  Juflice,  and  which  eflablifhes  the  public  Peace 
and  Safety. 

An  AfTaHination  which  aiij6ls  feveral  Cabins,  would  al- 
always  have  bad  Confequences.  Oftentimes  there  needs  no 
more  to  (bt  a  whole  Village  in  a  Flame,  and  even  a  whole  Na- 
tion :  For  which  Reafon,  <jn  thqfe  Occafions,  the  Council  of  the 
Elders  negleA  no  Means  to  reconcile  the  Parties  betimes  ;  and 
if  they  fucceed,  it  is  commonly  the  Public  who  make  the  Pre- 
sents, and  take  ail  the  Meafures  to  appeafe  the  Family  offended.- 
The  fpeedy  Punifhment  of  the  GuiKy,  would  at  once  put  an  End 
to  the  Affair  ;  and  if  the  Relations  of  the  Dead  can  get  the 
Murderer  in  their  Power,  they  may  punifh  him  as  they  pleafe  ; 
but  the  People  of  his  Cabin  think  it  is  not  for  their  Honour  to 
facrifice  him  ;  and  often  the  Village,  or  the  Nation,  does  not 
think  it  proper  to  conflrain  them  to  do  it. 

I  have  read  in  a  Letter  of  Father  Breheufy  who  lived  amongft 

^unified  Murder,       ^"  this  Manner      They   laid  the  dead  Body 
*     '  upon  Poles,  at  the  Top  of  sl  vabm,  and  the 
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Murderer  was  obliged  to  remaia  feveral  Days  together  a^d  to 
receive  all  that  dropt  from  the  Carcafe,  not  only  on  himfelf,  but 
alfo  on  his  Food,  which  they  fet  by  him  ;  uakfs  b];  a  cooJ&der- 
able  Pcefent  to  tJie  Cabin  oi  the  Deceaicd^  be  obtained  the  Fa- 
vQux-  of  having  hi^  Food  freed  from,  this  Poiibn ;  but  the  Mif- 
fionary  does  not  fay»  whether  this  was  done  by  pubU^  Authori- 
Ky^  or  whether  it  was  only  done  by  Way  of  Reprifal  by  the 
Ferfons  concerned,  when  they  could  get  the  Murderer  in  their 
Power.  However  this  may  oe,  the  mglk  common  Mean&  ufed 
by  the  Savages  to.  make  Amends  to  the  Relations  of  a  Perfon 
murdered,  is  to  liipply  his  Place  by  a  Prifoncr  of  War ;  in  this 
Cafe  the  Captive  is  almoll  always  adonted :  He  takes  PofTeflion 
of  all  the  Rights.  o£  the  Deceafed,  and  foon  makes  thena  forg«t 
him  whofe  Place  he  fupplies.  But  there  are  fome  odious  Crimes 
which  are  immediately  puniihed  with  Death,  at  lead  among 
Come  Nations,  amongft  which  are  Sorceries.. 

Whoever  is  fufpefted  of  Sorcery  is  fafe  no  where ;  they  even 
'  P  'fh  if  "^^^  them  undergo  a  Sort  of  Torture,  to 
y.  ""y  ^'^^  "•*  oblige  them  to  diu:over  their  Accomplices, 
magtctans.  '^^^^^  which  they  are  condemned  to  the  Pu- 

nifhment  of  Prifoners  of  War ;  but  the  Confent  of  his  Family 
is  firft  afked,  which  they  dare  not  refufe.  Thofe  who  are  lealt 
culpable  are  knocked  on  the  Head  before  they  are  burnt.  They 
treat  much  in  the  fame  Manner  thofe  that  difhonour  their 
Families,  and  commonly  it  is  the  Family  that  executes  the  De- 
linquent. 
•,  Among  the  Hurens,  who  were  much  inclined  to  (leal,  and 

Re  lati  n  f  '  ^^°  ^^^  ^'  ^°  dexteroufly,  that  our  moftfldll- 
*r/?  ■    ^^f^  ^"d  ^'^  Pick-pockets  'would  think  it  an  Honour 

i"gij."n  •  jQ  them,  it  was  allowed  when  they  found 

out  the  Thief,  not  only  to  take  from  him  again  what  he  had 
ftolen,  but  alfo  to  carry  away  every  Thing  that  was  in  his  Cabin, 
and  to  llrip  him,  his  Wife,  and  Children,  quite  naked,  without 
his  having,  the  Liberty  to  make  the  leaft  Refiftance.  And  to 
prevent. all  the  Difputes  which  might  arife  on  this  Subjeft,  they 
agreed  on  certain  Points  which  they  have  always,  obferved.  For 
Inftance,  every  Thing  found,  tho'^  it.  had  been  loft  but  a  Mor 
ment,  belonged  to  the  Perfon  that  found  it,  provided  the  Lofer 
had  not  claimed  it  before.  Rut  if  they  difcovered  the  leaft  un- 
fair Dealing  on  tlie  Part  of  the  Finders,  they  were  obliged  to 
reftore  it,  which  fometimee  occafioned  Difputes  that  were  pretty 
difhcult  to  decide  ;  The  following  is  a  fingular  Inftance  of  this 
■liind.  - 
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A  good  old  Woman*  whoTe  whole  Stock  confided  in  a  Collar 

J  r     I      J       of  Porcelain,  or  Shells,  which  was  worth  about 

Apngniar  in-    ^.     Crowns,  carried  it  always  with  her  in  a 

ftanct  o/a^.htHg    jj^^j^  g  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  working  in 

^*  the  Field,  (he  hung  her  Bag  upon  a  Tree  ; 

another  Woman  who  perceived  it,  and  who  longed  very  much 
to  iharp  ker  out  of  he«  Collar,  thought  it  a  favourable  Oppor- 
tunity to  get  it  without  being  accufed  of  Theft :  She  never  loft 
Sight  of  it,  and  in  an  Hoiu  or  two,  the  old  Woman  being  gone 
into  the  next  Field,  flic  ran  to  the  Tree  and  began  to  cry  out, 
Ihe  had  made  a  good  Find.  The  old  Woman  at  this  Cry  turned 
her  Head,  and  faid  the  Bag  belonged  to  her  ;  that  it  was  flie  who 
had  hung  it  to  the  Tree,  that  flie  had  neither  loll  nor  forgot  it,  and 
that  flie  intended  to  take  it  again  when  flie  had  done  her  Work. 
The  other  Party  replied,  that  there  was  no  judging  of  Inten- 
tions, and  that  having  qUi.vted  the  Field  without  taking  a- 
gain  her  Bag,  one  might  naturally  conclude,  flie  had  for- 
got it. 

After  many  Difputes  between  thefe  two  Women,  between 
whom  there  pafled.  neverthelefs  not  the  leaft  difobliging  Word, 
the  Affair  was  carried  before  an  Arbitrator,  who  was  the  Chief 
of  the  Village,  and  this  was  his  Decree :  **  To  judg^e  ftriftly, 
fays  he,  the  Bag  belongs  to  her  that  found  it ;  but  the  Cir- 
cumftances  are  luch,  that  if  this  Woman  will  not  be  taxed 
with  Avarice,  flie  muft  reftore  it  to  her  that  claims  it,  and 
be  contented  with  a^  fmall  Prefent,  which  the  other  is  indif- 
penfably  obliged  to  make  her:  "  The  two  Parties  fubmitted 
to  this  Decifioni  and  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  Fear  of 
being  noted  for  Avarice  has  as  much  Influence  on  the  Mind  of 
the  Savages,  as  the  Ftfar  of  Punifhmcnt  would  have,  and  that  in 
general  thefe  People  are  governed  more  by  Principles  of  Ho- 
nour than  by  any  other  Motive.  What  I  have  further  to  add* 
Madam,, will  give  you  another  Proof  of  this  :  I  have  faid  before 
that  to  hinder  the  Confequences  of  a  Murder,  the  Public  take*, 
upon  itfelf  to  make,  the  Submiflions  for  the  Guilty,  and  to  make 
Amends  to  the  Parties  concerned  :  Would  you  believe  that  even, 
this  has  more  Power  to  prevent  thefe  Diforders  than  the  fevereil. 
Laws  ?  But  this  is  certainly  true :  For  as  thefe  Suhmiffions  are 
extremely  mortifying  to  Men  whofe  Pride  furpaflfes  all  Defcrip* 
iion,  the. Criminal  is  more  afiFe£led.  by  the  Trouble  ivhich,  ue 
fees  the  Public  fuffer  on  his  Account,  than  he  would  be  for 
himfelf;  and,  a  Zeal  for  the  Honour  of  the  Nation  reftrain* 
thefe  Barbarians  much  more  powerfully,  than  tho  Fear  of  Death 
or  Puniftimcnts. 

Bdit-it  is  very  certain^  that  Impunity  has  not  always  prevailed. 
fauBongfl' themasiit  has  dpne  io  thel'e  litter  Times,  and  our 
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Miifionarlcs  have  ftill  found  fome  Traces  of  the  antient  Rigour 
with  which  they  ufed  to  fupprefs  Crimes.  Theft  in  particular  was 
looked  upon  as  a  Blot  which  diflionoured  a  Family,  and  every 
one  had  a  Right  to  wafh  away  the  Stain  with  the  Blood  of  the 
Delinquent.  Father  Brebeuf  one  Day  faw  a  voung  Huron  who 
was  killing  a  Woman  with  a  Club,  he  ran  to  him  to  prevent  it, 
and  alked  him  why  he  committed  fuch  Violence,  **  She  is  my 
"  Sifter,  replied  the  Savage,  (he  is  guilty  of  Theft,  and  I 
«*  will  expiate  by  her  Death,  the  Difgace  Ihe  ha5  brought  upon 
"  me  and  all  my  Family.**  My  Letter  is  juft  now  called  for, 
and  I  conclude  with  my  AfTurances  of  being, 

Tour*:,  &c. 
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Voyage  from  Detroit  (the  Strait)  to  Michjllimakinac. 
De/cription  of  the  Couatrj.      Of  the  Marriages  of  the  Sa- 


vages. 


Madam, 


Michillimakinac,  June  30. 

IT  was  the   i8th  of  this  Month  that  I  at  length  departed  in 
good  Earneft  from  the  Fort  of  Pontchartrain  at  Detroit,  a  lit- 
tle before  Sun-fet.     I  had  fcarce  gone  a  League,  v/hen  a  Storm, 

rt  .     .       r         accompanied  with  a  Deluge  of  Rain,  ob- 
Ueparture  from     jj^^j    ^^  ^^  ^^   ^^^^^  ^^^^   ^^^   ^^ 

i^etroit.  p^^^j  jj^^  j^jgjj^  ygjy  unplcaiantly.      The 

next  Day  alt  that  I  cauld  do  was  to  crofs  the  Lake  of  St.  Claire , 
though  this  Paflage  is  but  four  Leagues.  The  Country  ap- 
peared to  me  good  on  both  Sides.  At  half  Way  we  leave  upon 
the  Left  Hand  a  River  which  is  at  leaft  feventy  Yards  wide  at 
its  Mouth.  They  call  it  the  Huron's  Ri'ver,  becaufe  thefe  Sa- 
vages took  Refuge  here  during  the  War  with  the  Iroquois.  On 
the  Right,  and  almoft  oppofite,  there  is  another,  the  Entrance 
•of  which  is  twice  as  wide,  and  which  they  go  up  eighty  Leagues 
without  meeting  any  Fall,  which  is  rare  m  the  Rivers  of  this 
Country!  I  could  not  learn  its  Name. 

The  Route  to  Fort  Detroit,  from  the  End  of  the  Traverfe,  is 
Eaft  North  Eaft  ;  from  thence  we  turn  to  the  North  by  the  Eaft, 
even  to  the  South  for  four  Leagues,  at  the  End  of  which  on  the 
Right  Hand  we  find  a  Village  of  Miffifaguex,  iituate  on  a  fruitful 
£qu  at  the  Entrance  of  fome  very  fine  Meadows,  and  in  the  moft 

agreeable 
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c^reeable  Situation  that  can  be  fecn.  Prom  thence,  to  Lake 
Huron  they  reckon  twelve  Leagues,  and  the  Country  is  all  the 
Way  charming.  It  is  a  magnificent  Canal  as  flrait  as  a  Line^ 
bordered  with  lofty  Woods,  divided  by  fine  Meadows,  and 
fprinkled  with  Iflands,  fome  of  which  are  pretty  large.  Wc 
fteer  here  North  North  Eaft,  and  at  the  Entrance  of  Lake  Hu- 
ron, the  Courfe  is  North  for  twelve  Leagues  further. 

In  croffing  Lake  St.  Clairct  I  had  in  my  Canoe  a  young  Savage 
tr-t  w%  •     I  ilrong  and  vigorous,  and  on  the  Strength  of 

rbePa^nstheyoung  ^j^^^  ^^^^  \  ^^^^  depended,  in  granting 
Socages  take  to  a-  ^^^  ^^^  p^^  ^^^^^  J^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  .  ^^^ 
aorntbtmjel'va,  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  jj^^j^  AiTiftance.  In  Recompence 
he  diverted  me  much,  till  a  Storm  which  rofe  over  our  Heads, 
))ep'an  to  make  me  uneafy.  This  young  Man  had  been  at  hit 
Toilet  before  he  embarked,  and  he  did  not  give  three  Stroke* 
with  his  Oar,  but  he  took  his  Looking  Glals  to  fee  if  the  Mo- 
tion of  his  Arn.o  had  not  difordered  the  drefTing  of  his  Hair;  or 
if  the  Sweat  had  not  altered  the  Figures  he  had  drawn  on  his 
Face  with  Red,  and  other  Colours,  with  which  he  had  painted 
himfelf. 

I  know  not  whether  he  did  not  hope  to  arrive  at  the  Village  of 
the  MiJU^fagMtx,  before  Night,  to  be  prefent  at  fome  Feaft,  but  we 
could  not  go  fo  far.  The  Storm  began  juH  as  we  got  to  an  liland 
at  the  End  of  the  Travcrfe  of  the  Lake,  and  we  were  forced  t(» 
ftay  there.  The  young  Savage  however  did  not  appear  to  be 
much  difconcerted  at  this  Diiappointment,  for  theie  People  are 
•aiily  reconciled  to  every  Accident :  Perhaps  alfo  he  only  intend- 
ed to  (hew  himfelf  to  us  in  all  his  Fiiiery  ;  but  if  this  was  his 
JDefign  he  loft  his  Labour,  I  had  feen  him  a  few  Days  before  ia 
his  natural  Appearance,  and  liked  him  much  better  than  with 
this  odd  Mixture  of  Colours,  which  had  cofl  him  fo  much  Pains. 
We  fee  few  Women  paint  their  Faces  here,  but  the  Men,  and 
especially  the  young  ones,  are  very  curious  in  this  Ornament  t 
There  are  fome  who  employ  half  aDay  in  painting  themfelvcs  in 
this  Manner  only  to  go  from  Door  to  Door  to  belooked  at,  and 
who  retum  mightily  latisfied  with  themfelves,  tho'  Nobody  has 
faid  a  Word  to  them . 

We  entered  Lake  Huron  the  twentietii,  abont  ten  in  the 
Morning.  And  we  prefently  had  the  Diveriion  of  fifhing  for 
Sturgeon.  The  next  Day,  in  Spite  of  the  Thunder,  which 
grumbled  all  the  Day,  but  which  was  fatisfied  with  threatening 
us,  I  advanced  near  twenty-five  Lea^^es  on  the  Lake,  but  the 
twenty-third  a  thick  Fog,  which  hindered  us  from  feeing  four 
Paces  before  our  Canoe,  obliged  us  to  go  more  flawly,  becaufe  we 
failed  on  a  rocky  Bottom,  which  in  many  Places  is  not  covered  - 
with  half  a  Foot  Water :  It  extends  a  great  Way  into  the  Lake, 
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tnd  is  ten  Leagues  long  :  Our  Canatliam  call  it  lis  Pt^s  Plair^ 

(the  Flat  Country.) 

The  next  Day  we  gained  the  Ba^  of  SagMintm,  which  it  five  or 
^,    (,.  ^    fix  Leagues  wide  at  the  Mouth,  and   thirty 

nl-t'Vv'^T  "-^    deep.     The  Outacuais  have  a  Village  in  the 

^^*  fine  Country.  From  thence  \q  MichiUimakinac 

ne  fee  nothing  fine,  no  more  Vines,  bad  Woods,  and  very  little 
Game.  Ten  Leagues  above  the  Bay  of  Sagkinam  we  fee  two  pret- 
ty large  Rivers  a  League  didant  from  each  other,  and  four  or 
five  Leagues  farther  the  Bay  of  TotiHerre  (Thunder  BdyJ^  which  is 
three  Lengnes  wide  at  its  Entrance,  and  has  but  little  Depth. 

Mi€hillhnakinitc  (a)  is  43"  30  Minutes  North  Latitude,  and  the 
Courfe,  which  is  a  ico  Leagues  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Strait, 
coaAing  the  Weft  Side  of  Laxe  Hurottf  is  almoft  North.  I  arrived 
the  twenty-eighth  at  this  Pod,  which  is  much  declined  fince 
A/.  d4  lu  Mctte  Ca4)iUa(  drew  to  Detroit  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Savages  who  were  fettled  here,  and  efpecially  the  Hurans.     Seve- 
ral Outaouais  have  followed  them,  others  have  difperfed   them- 
felves  in  the  lilcs  of  Cafior  j  there  is  only  here  a  middling  Vil- 
lage, where  there  is  ftill  a  great  Trade  for  Peltry,   becaufe  it 
is  the   PalTage  or  the  Rendezvous  of  many  of  the  Savage  Na-' 
tions.  The  Fort  is  preferved,  and  the  Houfe  of  the  Miflionarie&, 
who  are  not  much  employed  at  prefent,  having  never  found  much 
Docility  among  the  Outaouais ;   but  the  Court  thinks  their  Pre- 
fence  necefli?  7,  in  a  Place  where  one  muft  often  treat  with  our  Al- 
lies, to  exercife  their  Minrftry  among  the  French^  who  come  hi- 
ther in  great  Numbers.     I  have  been  affured,  chat  fmce  the  Set- 
tlement of  Detroit,  and  the  Di^eriion  of  the  Savages  oecafion- 
ed  thereby,  many  Nations  of  the  North  who  ufed  fo  bring  their 
Peltries  hither,   have  taken  the  Route  of  Hudfn^s  B'tty,  by  the 
River  Bourbon,  and  gp  there  to  trade  with  the  EngUJh  ;  but  AT. 
di  la  Motte  could  by  no  Means  forefee  this  Inconvenience,,  fince 
we  were  then  in  Pofl'eflion  of  Hud/on* s  Bay. 

Tho  Situation  of  MichilUmakinac  is  very  advantageous  for 
Trade.  This  Pod  is  between  three  great  Lakes ;  Lake  Michi^ 
gan,  which  is  three  Hundred  Leagues  in  Compafs,  without 
mentioning  the  great  Bay  that  comes  into  it ;  Lake  Huston,  which 
is  three  Hundred  and  fifty  Leagues  in  Circumference,,  and  which 
is  triangular  ;  and  the  Upper  Lake,  which  is  five  Hundred 
Leagues.  All  three  are  navigable  for  the  largeft  Bai4cs^  and 
the  tw^  firfl;  are  only  feparated  Dy  a  little  Strait»  which  haa*  alfo 

:{a)  Some  pronounce  it  MiffiUimekintK,  which  deceived  ilf,  ^  Ig' fjfimitdar^ 
w>ia-has  madeit  t\vb'ditferehtPlace«» 
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Water  enough  for  fome  Barks  which  may  Hill  fail  without  any 
Oblbcle  through  all  the  Lake  £r//till  they  come  to  Niagara.  It 
is  true  there  is  no  C'cmmunication  between  Lake  Huron,  und  the 
Upper  Lake^  but  by  a  Canal  of  twenty-iwo  Leagues,  much  en- 
cumbered with  Falls  or  Torrents ;  but  theft  Torrents  do  not  hin- 
der the  Canoes  from  coming  to  unload  at  Michilhmakinac^  ever/ 
Thing  that  can  be  got  from  the  Vpptr  Lake. 

This  Lake  is  two  Hundred  Leagues  long  from  Eaft  to  Weft, 

r,  f  .    ■        f    and  in  many  Places  eighty  wide  from  North 
Defcrtpuon    of    ^^  ^^^^^^    ^,j  ^^^  ^^^J|  ^^  ^^^^      ^^^ 

/*.  Upper  Lake,     ^^^^j^  .  j^  ^^^^^   ^^  dangerous  to   be  fur- 
prifed  here  by  a  North  Wind.     The  North  Side  is  more  conve- 
nient for  failing,  becaufe  it  is  all  along  lined  with  Rocks,  which 
form  little  Harbours,  where  it  is  very  eafy  to  take  Refuge  ;  and 
nothing  is  more  neceflary  when  we  fail  in  a  Canoe  on  this  Lake, 
in  whitli  Travellers  have  obferved  a  pretty  fingular  Phccnome- 
non.    They  fay,  that  when  there  will  be  a  Storm  they  have  No- 
tice of  it  two  Days  before.  At  firfl,  they  perceive  a  little  Trem- 
bling on  the  Surface  of  tlie  Water,   and  that  lafts  all  the  Day, 
without  any  manifcft  Increafe  ;  the  next  Day  the  Lake  is  cover- 
ed with  pretty  large  Waves,  but  tliey  do  not  break  all  the  Day, 
fo  that  one  may  fail  without  D.inger,  and  may  alfo  make  a  great 
deal  of  Way  if  the  Wind  is  fair ;  but  the  third  Day,  when  it  is 
leaft  expedted,  the  Lake  is  all  on  Fire  ;  the  Ocean,'  in  its  greateft 
Fury,  IS  not  more  agitated,  and  one  mufc  ha^e  inUantly  fome 
Afylum  to  fly  to  for  Safely  ;  which  we  are  fure  to  find  on  the 
North  Side,  whereas  on  the  South  Coaft,  one  mull  from  the  fe- 
cond  Day  encamp  at  a  good  Dillance  from  Shore. 
The  Savages,  by  Way  of  Acknowledgement  for  the  Quantity 
J?  jl;    /•  /.  c       of  Fifli  this  Lake  affords  them,   and  through 
rin  the  Rcfpca  they  are   infpired  with  from   its 

'vagesof  /*f  upper  ^aftExtent,  havemade  it  a  Kind  of  Deity,  and 
^^^^'  offer  Sacrifices  to  it  after  their  Manner.     But 

I  think  that  it  is  not  to  the  Lake  itfelf,  but  to  the  Genius  which 
prefides  over  it,  that  they  offer  up  their  Prayers  :  If  v  e  believe 
them,  this  Lake  has  a  divine  Origin  :  *Twas  M'tchaboui  the  God 
of  the  Waters,  who  made  it  to  take  Beavers.  In  the  Canal  by 
which  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  Lake  Huront  there  is  a  Torrent 
caufed  by  fome  great  Rocks  ;  our  Miffionaries  who  once  had  here 
a  very  flourilhing  Church  called  it  the  Fall  of  St.  Mary.  Thefe 
Rocks  according  to  the  Tradition  of  the  Barbarians  are  the  Re- 
mains of  a  Caufey  or  Bank,  which  the  God  built  to  flop  theWaters 
of  the  Rivers,  and  of  the  Lake  Alimipegoriy  which  have  filled  this 
Great  Lake. 
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On  its  Borders,  in  fome  Places,  and  about  certain  Iflandt,  tkev' 
t     r-  ^j.    TUT'  ^^^  g^**'  Pieces  of  Copper,  winch  are  alio 

LopperMtnes,  f;he  Objcft  of  the  fupcrftitious  Worfhip  of  the 
Savages ;  they  look  upon  them  with  Veneration,  as  a  Preient  of 
the  Gods  who  live  under  the  Waters  j  they  gather  the  fmalleft  Bits 
of  it,  and  preferve  them  with  Care,  but  make  no  Ufe  of  them. 
They  fay,  that  formerly  there  was  a  great  Rock  that  flood  high 
above  the  Water  all  of  the  fame  Matter  \  and  as  it  does  not  appear 
at  prefent,  they  fay  that  the  Gods  have  carried  it  to  another  Place ; 
but  it  is  very  probable,  that  in  Length  of  Time  the  Waves  of  the 
Lake  halve  covered  it  with  Sand  and  Mad  j  and  it  is  certain,  that 
there  has  been  difcovered  in  many  Places,  a  pretty  lar|;e  Quantity 
of  this  Metal,  without  being  obliged  to  dig  deep  for  it.  At  my 
firft  Journey  into  this  Country,  I  knew  one  of  our  Brethren,  who 
was  a  Goldfmith  by  Trade,  and  who,  wMlft  he  was  in  the  MiiTion 
of  St.  Marx's  Fall,  went  thither  to  find  Copper,  and  had  made 
Candleilicks,  Croifes,  and  Cenfers  of  it ;  for  this  Copper  is  often 
almoft  entirely  pure. 

The  Savages  add,  that  when  Michahou  made  the  Upper  Lakcy 
S      I  fth  T  dwelt  at  Michillimekittac,  where  he  was 

^ya^  oj    e    ra-     ^^^  .  ^jjjj  Name  is  properly  that  of  a  li^^tle 
t  tons  OJ     ^  * «-     jfljjjj^  almoft  round,  and  very  high,  fituate  at 
*"'^^  ^'  the  Extremity  of  Lake  Huron,   and  by  Cuf- 

tom  it  has  given  its  Name  to  all  the  neighbouring  Country.  The 
Ifland  may  be  about  three  or  four  Miles  round,  and  one  may  fee  it 
at  the  Diftance  of  ^velve  Leagues.  There  are  two  Iflands  to  the 
South  of  it,  the  fartheft  of  which  is  five  or  fix  Leagues  longj  the 
other  is  very  fmall,  and  quite  round.  They  are  both  well  wood- 
ed, and  the  Lands  are  good  ;  whereas  that  of  Miehillimakinac  is 
only  a  barren  Rock,  and  fcarcely  covered  with  a  little  Mofs  and 
Herbs.  It  is  neverthelefs  one  of  the  moil  celebrated  Places  of 
Canada,  and  was  a  long  Time,  according  to  the  antient  Tradi- 
tion of  the  Savages,  the  chief  Abode  of  a  Nation  of  the  fame 
Name,  and  of  which  they  reckoned  thirty  Villages  in  the  En- 
virons of  the  Ifland.  They  fay,  that  the  Iroquois  deftroyed  them, 
but  they  do  not  fay  at  what  Time,  nor  on  what  Occafion.  This 
is  certain,  that  there  are  no  Marks  of  them  remaining.  I  have 
fomewhere  read,  that  our  old  Mifiionaries  have  feen  fome  Remains 
of  thefe  People  (aj» 
The  Michulimakinacs  lived  almoft  only  by  Fiftiing,  and  there  is 
perhaps  no  Place  in  the  World  where  there  is 
fuch  Plenty  of  Fifh.  The  moft  common 
Fifli  in  the  three  Lakes,  and  in  the  Rivers  that 
flow  into  them,  are  the  Herring,  the  Carp,  the  Gilt  Fifh,   the 

(a)  The  Word  Mich'ill'makinac    fignifies  a  gr«at  Number  of  Tortoifcs  ; 
but  I  never  heard  they  find  more  here  at  prefent  than  in  other  Places, 
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Pike,  the  Siargeon,   the  AJtikoMugve,  or  white  Fi(h,  uid  above 
ally  the  Trout.    They  take  three  Sorts  of  the  laft^  among  which 
fome  are  of  a  monftrons  Size,  and  in  fuch  Numbers,  that  a  Sa- 
vage with  his  Spear  mil  fometimes  (bike  fifty  in  three  Hours 
Time.  But  the  moft  famous  of  all  is  the  White  Fifli :  It  is  about 
the  Bignefs  and  Shape  of  a  Mackeral ;  I  know  of  no  iCind 
of  Fifii  that  is  better  eating.     The  Savages  fay,   that  it  was 
Michabw  who  taught  their  Anceftors  to  fiih,  that  he  invented 
Nets,  and  that  he  took  the  Notion  of  them  from  the  Spiders 
Web.    Thefe  People,  as  you  fee,  Madam,  do  not  give  greater 
Honour  to  their  God  than  he  deferves,  fince  they  are  not  afraid 
of  fending  him  to  School  to  a  vile  InfeA. 
Whatever  Lands  appear  in  Sight  hereabout,   do  not  give  an 
Idea  of  a  good  Country ;  but  there   v>   no 
Need   of  going  far  to  find  Soils  lit  for  every 
Thing.     We  may  fay  the  fame  of  the  Ifles  of 
Caftor,   which   we  leave  on  the  left   Hand^ 
a  little  after  we  enter  into  the  Lake  Michigan. 
The  Outaouais,  who  are  retired  thither,  fow  here  Maiz,  and  they 
have  learnt  this  good  Cuftom  from  the  Huronst  with  whc.m  they 
have  lived  a  long  Time  in  thefe  Parts.     The  Amikoues  formerly 
dwelt  in  thefe  Iflands  :  This  Nation  is  now  reduced  to  a  very 
fmall  Number  of  Families,  which  have  pafTed  over  to  the  liland 
hianitoualin,   on  the   North   Side  of  the   Lake  Huron.      It  is, 
neverthelefs,  one  of  the  moft  noble  of  Canada^  according  to  the 
Savages,  who  believe  it  to  be  defcended  from  the  Gnat  Cajior, 
which  is,  after  Michabou  or  the  Great  Hare,  their  principal  Deity, 
and  whofe  Name  it  bears. 

It  was  He,  as  they  fay  further,  that  formed  the  Lake  NipiJJing  j 
and  all  the  Falls  we  meet  with  in  the  Gre/it  River  of  the  Ou- 
taouais^  which  goes  out  of  it,  are  the  Remains  of  Banks  he  made  to 
conipafs  his  Defign.  They  add,  that  he  died  at  the  fame  Place,  and 
that  he  is  buried  on  a  Mountain,  which  is  feen  on  the  North  Side  of 
Lake  NifiJ/ing.  This  Mountain  reprefents  naturallv  on  one  Side 
the  Shape  of  a  Beaver;  and  this  is,  no  Doubt,  what  nas  given  Rife 
to  all  thefe  Stories  :  But  the  Savages  maintain,  that  it  was  the 
Great  Caftor  who  gave  this  Shape  to  the  Mountain,  after  he  had 
chofen  it  for  his  Burial-Place;  and  they  never  pafs  by  this  Place 
without  paying  their  Homage  to  him,  by  offering  him  the  Smoke 
of  their  Tobacco. 

This  is.  Madam,  what  I  thought  v/orthy  of  Note  in  this  Poft, 

which  is  fo  famous  in  the  Travels  and  Accounts  of  Canada. 1 

return  to  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Savages;  and  afcer 
having  mentioned  what  concerned  their  Wars,  J  am  going  to 
entertain  you  concerning  their  Marriages. 
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A  Plarality  of  Wives  is  cftablilhed  in  many  Nations  of  the 
Of  the  Ph  I't  ■^h^^'^i^  Language,  and  it  is  common  enough 
ofJVinjes  a  'dtif-  ^^  marry  all  the  Sifters;  this  Cuftom  is  found- 
/^  /  "  '^"  ed  on  the  Notion  they  have,  that  Sifters  will 
agree  together  better  than  Strangers.  In  this 
Cafe  all  the  Wives  are  upon  an  equal  Footing ;  but  among  the  true 
Algonquin!  they  have  two  Sorts  of  Wives,  and  the  fecond  are 
Slaves  to  the  firft.  Some  Nations  have  Wives  in  all  the  Places 
where  they  ftay  any  ccnfiderable  Time  for  hunting;  and  I  have 
been  rffured  that  this  Abufe  has  been  introduced  lately  among 
the  People  of  the  Huron  Language,  who  in  all  former  Times 
were  fatisfied  with  one  Wife.  But  in  the  Iroquois  Canton  of 
^fonnonthouan  there  prevails  a  much  greater  Diforder  ftill,  which 
is  a  Plurality  of  Hufbands. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  Degrees  of  Kindred,  with  Refpeft  tq 
O/*  th   Ti  Marriage,  the    Hurom  and  the   Iroquois  are 

f  J-  J   J  ^^^'^^    very  fcrupulous  in  this  Matter  :  Among  them 
^     '»  ^^  •  there  muft  be  no  Manner  of  Relation  between 

the  Parties  to  be  married,  and  even  Adoption  is  comprehended 
in  this  Law.  But  the  Hufl)and,  if  his  Wife  dies  firft,  muft  marry 
her  Sifter,  or  in  Default  of  fuch,  the  Woman  which  his  Wife's 
Family  Ihall  chufe  for  him  :  The  Woman,  on  her  Side,  is 
obliged  to  the  fame  Thing  with  Refgeft  to  the  Broth«;rs,  or  the 
Relation:  of  her  Hufljand,  if  he  dies  without  Children,  and  ihc 
is  ftill  of  an  Age  to  have  any.  The  Reafon  they  give  for  it,  is 
the  fame  that  is  mentioned  in  the  25  th  Chapter  of  Deuteronomy ^ 
verfe  6.  The  Huft)and  who  ftiould  refufe  to  marrj  the  Sifter, 
or  the  Rcla  ion  of  the  deceafed  Wife,  would  expofe  himfelf  to 
the  greateft  Outrages  that  the  Perfon  rejected  can  poffibly  do 
him,  and  would  be  obliged  to  fuiFer  them  without  Complaint  or 
Refiftance.  When  for  Want  of  any  Relations,  they  permit  a 
Widow  to  provide  herfelf  another  Way,  they  are  obliged  to 
make  her  Prefents :  This  is  as  a  Teftimony  which  they  give  of 
her  good  Conduft,  and  which  ftie  has  a  Right  to  demand, 
if  flie  has  really  behaved  well  all  the  Time  of  her  Marriage. 
There  are  in  all  Nations  fome  ccnfiderable  Families,  which 
-,      .    f     ,  cannot  marry   but  among  themfelves,   efpe- 

Particular  La^ws    ^^^jj^  ^^        ^^^  Algonquins.     In  general,  the 
for  Marriages.  Stability  of  Marriages  is  facred  in  this  Coun- 

try, and  for  the  moft  Part  they  confider  as  a  great  Diforder  thofe 
Agreements  which  fome  Perfons  make  to  live  together  as  long 
as  they  like,  and  to  feparate  when  they  are  tired  of  each  other. 
A  Hufl  and  who  Ihould  forfake  his  Wife  without  a  lawful  Caufe, 
muft  expeft  many  Infults  from  her  Relations ;  and  a  Woman 
who  fhould  leave  her  Huiband  without  being  forced  to  it  by  his 
iU  Conduft,  would  pafs  her  Time  ftill  worfe. 

Amongf 
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Among  the  Miamh,   the  Hufband  has  a  Right  to  cat  ofF  his 
Wife's  Nofe  if  fhe  runs  away  from  him  ;   but  among  the  Iroquois 
and  the  Huruns  they  may  part  by  Confent.    This  is  done  without 
Noife,  and  the  Parties  thus  feparated  may  marry  again.    Thefe 
Savages    cannot  even  conceive  that  there    can  be  any  Crime 
in  ihis.     **  My  Wife  and  I  cannot  agree  together,"  faid  one  of 
them  to  a  Miffionary,  who  endeavoured  to  make  him  compre- 
hend the  Indecency  of  fuch  a  Separation,  **  my  Neighbour's' 
**  Cafe  was  the  fame,  we  changed  Wives,  and  we  are  all  four 
"  happy :    What  could  be  more  reafonable  than  to  make  us 
"  mutually  happy,  when  it  is  fo  cheaply  done,  without  wrcng- 
**  ing  any  Body.'*    Neverthelefs,  this  Cuftom,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  is  looked  upon  as  an  Abufe,  and  is  not  anticnt,  at 
lead  among  the /r0^;^<?/.f. 

What  moft  commonly  difturbs  domeftic  Peace  among   the 

rr    1    r    r  *L      People  of  C«;W<3r,  is  Jealoufy,  which  is  equal 
Jealoufy  of  the     ^^  ^^^  gj^^^      r^^^  j^^^^^.^  ^^^q,  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

lavages,  ^^^  never  troubled  with  it ;    but  thofe  who 

^re  mod  acquainted  with  them,  affirm,  that  they  are  jealous  to 
Excefs.  When  a  Woman  has  difcovered  that  her  Hufband  has 
a  Miftrefs,  her  Rival  ought  to  be  well  on  her  Guard,  inafmuch 
as  the  unfaithful  Hufbind  cannot  defend  her,  nor  in  any  Manner 
take  her  Part.  A  Man  who  fhould  ufe  his  Wife  ill  on  this  Ac- 
count, would  be  difgraced. 

Treaties  of  Marriage  are  entirely  carried  on  by  the  Parents : 
„        /.     *     /     The  Parties  interefted  do  not  appear  at  all, 
lio-w  they  treat    ^^^  ^j^^  themfelves  up  entirely  to  the  Will 
oj  marriages.      ^     ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^j^^^  depend.     Butls  it  not 
Matter  of  Surprife  in  the  Whimficalnefs  of  tlicfe  Savages,  who 
do  not  make  themfelves  dependent  on  their  Parents  but  in  that 
Matter  only ,  where  there  is  ihe  moft  Reafon  to  ufe  their  own  Choice. 
However,  the  Parents  do  not  conclude  any  Thing  without  their 
Confent ;  but  this  is  only  a  Formality.     The  firft- Advances  muft 
be  made  by  the  Matrons,    but  there  afe  feldom  any  made  on  the 
Woman's  Side  :    Not  but  if  any  Girl  was  to  continue  too  long 
without  being  fued  for,  her  Family  would  aft  under-hand  to  find 
her  a  Suitor  ;  but  this  is  done  with  a  great  deal  of  Precaution.   la 
fome  Places  the  Women  are   not  in  Hafte  to  be  married,  be- 
caufe   they  are  allowed  to  make  what  Trials  of  it  they  pleafe, 
and  the  Ceremony  of  Marriage  only  changes  their  Condition  for 
the  worfe. 

In  general,  there  is  obferved  a  great  deal  of  Modefty  in  the 
Behaviour  of  the  young  People  whilft  they  treat  of  their  Mar- 
riage ;  and  they  fay  that  it  was  quite  otherwife  in  the  antient 
Time.  Buc  what  is  almoft  incredible,  and  which  is  neverthelefs 
^ttefted  by  good  Authors,  i»,  that  in  many  Places  the  new  mar- 
ried 
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lied  Coaple  arc  together  a  whole  Year,  living  in  a  ptrfeA  Con- 
tinence :  This  is,  they  fay,  to  ihcw  that  they  married  for  Fricnd- 
ihip,  and  not  to  gratify  a  fenfual  Paffion.  A  young  Woman 
would  sven  be  pointed  at  that  fliould  happen  to  be  with  Child 
the  firft  Year  of  her  Marriage. 

After  this  it  will  be  eafier  to  believe  what  is  faid  of  the  young 
People's  Behaviour,  during  their  Courtfhip  in  the  Places  where 
they  are  allowed  to  fee  one  another  in  private.  For  though 
Cuftom  allows  them  to  have  very  private  Meetings,  yet  in  the 

Sreateft  Danger  that  Chaftity  can  be  expofed  to,  and  even  un< 
er  the  Vail  of  Night,  they  fay,  that  nothing  pafles  againft  the 
Kules  of  the  ftri£tell  Decorum,  and  that  not  even  a  Word  is 
fpoken  that  can  gi  e  the  lead  Offence  to  Modefty.  I  make  Ac 
count.  Madam,  that  you  will  approve  mv  not  entering  into  a 
Detail  on  this  Subject,  which  lome  Aothors  have  done;  it 
would  make  the  Tlung  appear  dill  more  improbable. 

I  find  in  all  that  Has  been  written  of  the  Preliminaries  and 
Of  th   C  Ceremonies  of  the  Marriages  of  thefe  Peo- 

•  *■{/•  M>f    ^f^'^""    pie  various  Accounts,  proceeding  either  froni 
mes  0/  Marriage,      ^j^^  different  Cuftoms  of  divers  Nations,  or 
from  the  little  Care  the  Authors  of  Relations  took  to   be 
well  informed  :  Furthermore,  the  whole  appeared  to  me  to  be 
fo  little  worthy  your  Curiofity,>  that  I  thought  it  not  worth 
my  while  to  inquire  a  great  deal  about  it.     1  he  Hufband  that 
is  to  be,  fuufl  make  Prefents,  and  in  this,  as  in  everv  Thing 
elfe,  nothing  can  exceed  the  Difcketion  with  which  he  behaves, 
and  the  reipeflful  Behaviour  which  he   fliews   to  his   future 
Spoufe.     Tn  ibme  Places  the  young  Man  is  contented  to  go  and 
£t  by  the  Side  of  the  young  Woman  in  her  Cabin,  and  if  fhe 
fuffers  it,  and  continues  in  her  Place,  it  is  taken  for  her  Con- 
fent,  and  the  Marriage  is  concluded.     But  in  the  midft  of  all 
this  Deference  and  Refped,  he  gives  fome  Toker  j  that  he  will 
foon  be  Mafter.    In  Faft,  among  the  Prefents  fhe  receives,  there 
are  fome  which  ought  lefs  to  be  regarded  as  Marks  of  Friend- 
fiiip,  than  as  Symbols  and  Notices  of  the  Slavery  to  which  fhe 
is  going   to   be  reduced :   Such  are   the  Collar,  (a)  the  Kettle, 
and  a  Billet,  which  are  carried  to  her  Cabin.     This  is  to  let 
her  know,  that  fhe  is  to'carry  the  Burdens,  drefs  the  Provifions, 
and  get  Wood  for  Firing.     The  Cuftom  is  alfo  in  fome  Places 
for  her  to  bring  before- hand  into  the  Cabin  where  fhe  is  to 
dwell  after  Marriage,  all  the  Wood  that  will  be  wanted  for  the 
next  Winter.    And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  all  I  have  jufl 
faid,  there  is  no  Difference  between  the  Nations,  where  the 


(m)  Tlus  Collar  is  that  which  I  have  mentioned  before ;  that  is  ttfayf 
.lor^  and  brpad  Band  of  Leather  which  ferves  to  ^^^  Burdens* 

Women 
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Women  have  all  the  Authority,  and  thofe  where  they  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  Affairs  of  Government.  Thefr  fame  Wo- 
men, who  are  in  fome  Degree  the  MiftrefTes  of  the  State,  at 
leaft  for  Form,  and  who  make  the  principal  Body  of  it,  when 
they  have  attained  a  certain  Age,  and  have  Children  in  a  Con-> 
dition  to  make  them  refpefted,  are  not  at  all  refpefted  before 
this,  and  are  in  their  domeftic  Affairs  the  Slaves  of  the  Huf- 
bands. 
In  general  there  are  perhaps  no  People  in  the  World  who 
J,  A   more  defpife  the  Sex.    To  call  a  Savage  a 

,  ^^fl'^^'S''  "/    Woman,  is  the  greateft  Affront  that  can  be 

f'  S""'  '^''*  ?^^^"  ^*™-  NotWithflanding,  the  Children 
belong  only  to  the  Mother,  and  acknowledge 
her  alone.  The  Father  is  always  as  a  Stranger  with  Refpeft  to 
them ;  in  fuch  a  Manner,  however,  that  if  he  is  not  regarded 
as  a  Father,  he  is  always  refpe£led  as  the  Mailer  of  the  Cabin. 
I  know  not,  however,  if  all  this  is  univerfal  amongft  all  the 
People  of  Canada  that  we  are  acquainted  with  ;  no  more  than 
what  I  have  found  in  fome  good  Memoirs,  that  the  young 
Wives,  befides  what  their  Hufbands  have  a  Right  to  require  of 
them  for  the  Service  of  the  Cabin,  are  obliged  to  fupply  all  the 
Wants  of  their  own  Parents ;  which  probably  mufl  be  under- 
ftood  of  thofe  who  have  no  longer  any  Perfon  to  render  them 
thefe  Services,  and  who  are  not,  by  Reafon  of  their  Age  or  In- 
firmities, in  a  Condition  to  help  themfelves. 

However  this  may  be,  the  new  married  Man  is  not  without 
Employment.  Befides  Hunting  and  Fifhing,  which  he  is  ob- 
liged to  follow  all  his  Life,  he  mufl  at  firfl  make  a  Mat  for  his 
Wife,  build  her  a  Cabin,  or  repair  that  they  are  to  live  in  ;  and 
as  long  as  he  lives  with  his  Wife's  Parents,  he  mufl  carry  to 
their  Cabin  all  that  he  gets  by  Hunting  and  Fifhing.  Among 
the  Ireqmist  the  Woman  never  leaves  her  Cabin,  bccaufe  fhe  is 
jud^d  the  Miflrefs,  or  at  leafl  the  Heirefs  of  it.  Among  other 
Nations,  after  a  Year  or  two,  fhc  goes  to  live  with  her  Mother- 
in-law. 

The  Savage  Women  in  general  are  brought  to  Bed  without 

Of  the'  L  '         any  Pain,  and  without  any  AfTiflance  ;   but 
J  tbetr  laying'     ^j^g^.^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^j^^  ^^^  ^  ^^       Time  in  La- 

w,  and  tu  Lmje-  ^^^^^  and  fufFer  much.  When  this  happens, 
*  ^*^*'*  they  give  Notice  of  it  to  the  young  People, 

who  all  on  a  fudden,  and  when  the  Patient  leafl  expcfts  it,  come 
and  make  great  Noifes  at  the  Door  of  the  Cabin,  the  Surpiife 
of  which  has  fuch  an  ElFeft  upon  her,  as  inflantly  to  procure 
her  Delivery.  The  Women  never  lay-in  in  their  own  Cabins  ; 
many  are  taken  fuddenly,  and  bring  forth  their  Children  as  they 
arc  at  Work,  or  on  a  Journey:   For  others,  when  they  find 

them- 
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themfelves  near  their  Time,  they  make  a  little  Hut  withoat 
the  Village,  and  they  remain  there  forty  Days  after  they  are 
delivered.  But  I  think  I  have  heard  fay  that  this  is  only  done 
for  the  firft  Child. 

This  Time  being  expired,  they  extingnifh  all  the  Fires  of  the 
Cabin  to  which  fhe  is  to  return ;  they  fhake  all  the  Clothes, 
and  at  her  Return  they  light  a  new  Fire :  They  obferve  pretty 
nearly  the  fame  Formalities  with  Regard  to  all  Perfons  of  the 
Sex  in  the  Time  of  their  Terms,  ana  not  only  whilfl  thefe  laft, 
but  alfo  whilfl  a  Woman  is  with  Child,  or  gives  Suck,  (and 
they  commonly  fuckle  their  Children  three  Years)  the  Hulband 
never  approaches  them.  Nothinjg  would  be  more  Praift- worthy 
than  this  Cuftom,  if  both  Parties  preferved  the  Fidelity  they 
owe  to  each  other ;  but  there  is  often  a  Failure  on  one  Side  or 
other.  Such  is  the  Corruption  of  the  human  Heart,  that  the 
wifeft  Regulations  often  produce  the  greateft  Diforders.  It  is 
even  faid,  that  the  Ufe  of  fome  Simples,  which  have  the  Power 
to  prevent  the  Confequences  of  the  Women's  Infidelity,  is  pret- 
ty common  in  this  Country. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  Care  which  the  Mothers  take  of  their 

cfL  r      *i,  TUT       Children  while  they  are  in  the  Cradle ;  bnt 

rUiJ       '^  entirely  to  themfelves ;  not  through  Want  of 

luhtldreti.  AfFeftion  or  Indifference,  for  they  never  lofe 

the  Tendernefs  they  have  for  them,  but  with  their  Lives;  but 

becaufe  they  are  perfuaded  it  is  beft  to  leave  Nature  to  herfelf, 

without  any  Reftraint.  The  Aft  which  terminates  the  firft  Stage 

of  Infancy,  is  giving  a  Name,  which  among  thefe  People  is  an 

Affair  of  Importance. 

.This  Ceremony  is  performed  in  a  Feaft,  where  no  Perfons  are 

^  -        •     .1  •      prefent  but  of  the  fame  Sex  with  the  Child 

Qfnamingthetr    that  is  to  be  named.     While  they  are  eating 

Qhildren,  ^j^.^  ^.j^jj^  j^^  ^^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^^^  ^f  ^^^  ^^^^^^ 

or  Mother,  who  continually  recommend  it  to  the  Spirits,  efpe- 
cially  to  that  whica  is  to  be  its  Guardian  Genius ;  for  every 
Perfon  has  their  own,  but  not  at  their  Birth.  They  never  make 
new  Names,  each  Family  has  a  certain  Number,  which  they 
take  by  Turns.  Sometimes  alfj  they  change  their  Names  as 
ihey  grow  up,  and  there  are  fome  Names  which  they  cannot  go 
by  after  a  certain  Age ;  but  I  do  not  think  this  is  the  Cuftom 
every  where :  And  as  among  fome  People  in  taking  a  Name 
they  take  the  Place  of  the  Perfon  that  bore  it  laft,  it  fometimes 
happens  that  a  Child  is  called  Grandfather,  and  treated  as  fuch 
by  one  who  might  really  be  fo  to  the  Child, 

They 
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They  never  call  a  Man  by  his  proper  Name,  when  they  talk 
n       k       tf  •      ^^  ^^"^  ^^  common  Difcourfe,  this  would  be 
emar  s  on   j        unpolite ;  they  always  give  him  the  Quality 
^ """"''  h  i  has  with  Refpeft  to  the  Perfdn  that  fpeaks 

to  him  ;  but  when  there  is  between  them  no  Relation  or  Affini- 
ty, they  ufe  the  Term  of  Brother,  Uncle,  Nephew,  or  Coufin, 
according  to  each  other's  Age*  or  according  to  the  Value  they 
have  for  the  Perfon  they  addrefs. 

Further,  it  is  not  fo  much  to  render  Names  immortal,  if  I 
may  ufe  the  Expreflion,  that  they  revive  them,  as  to  engage 
thofe  to  whom  they  are  given  either  to  imitate  the  biave  Ac- 
tions of  their  Predeceflbrs,  or  to  revenge  them  if  they  have  been 
killed  or  burnt,  or  lallly  to  comfort  and  help  their  Families. 
Thus  a  Woman  who  has  loft  her  Hufband,  or  her  Son,  and  finds 
herfelf  without  the  Support  of  any  Perfon,  delays  as  little  as 
fhe  can  to  transfer  the  Name  of  him  fhe. mourns  for  to  fomc 
Perfon  capable  of  fupplying  his  Place.  They  change  their 
Names  on  many  other  Qccafions,  to  give  the  Particulars  of 
v/hich  would  take  up  too  much  Time :  There  nc'ds  no  more 
for  this  Purpofe  than  a  Dream,  or  the  Order  of  a  Phyfician, 
or  fome  fuch  trifling  Caufe.  But  I  have  faid  enough  on  this 
Head,  and  here  is  a  Traveller  waiting  to  know  if  I  have  any 
Commiffion  for  him  to  Quebec.  1  ihall  therefore  clofe  my  Letter 
a:id  give  it  him. 

I  anti  &c. 


LETTER    XIX. 

Voyage  to  the  Bay.  Defcription  of  the  Route,  and  of  the  Bay* 
Irruption  of  the  Spaniards  again/}  the  Missovkis,  and  their 
Defeat.     The  Dances  of  the  Savages,  ■ 


Madam, 


MiCHlLLlMAKINAC,    yufy  ±1. 

Letter,    I  have   made  a  Voyage 


SINCE  waiting  my  laft 
to  the  Bay  eighty  Leagues  diftant  from  this  Poft.  I  took 
Advantage  of  the  Opportunity  of  going  with  M.  de  MoH' 
tign^y  Captain  of  a  Company  of  the  Troops  which  the  King 
maintains  in  Canada,  Knt,  of  St.  Lcuis,  and  whofc  Name  is  fa- 
mous in  the  Annals  of  this  Colony  ;  but  he  is  at  lead  as  valu- 
able for  his  Probity  and  his  Charader  full  of  Equity  and  Sin- 
cerity, as  for  his  Courage  and  warlike  Exploits.  " 

D  d  We 
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We  tmbtrked  the  fecond  of  July  in  the  Afternpon,  we 
r\r  *L    It       e   coafted  for-  thirty  Leagues  a  Cape  which  fepa^ 
-t/fe^*»       ^    "'"  ^^^^  MictHgoH  from  the  Upper  Lake-,  it  is 
'**  "<*l"«"'  in  fome  Places  only  a  few  Leagues  wide,  and 

it  is  fcarce  poffible  to  fee  a  worfe  Country;  but  it  is  terminated  by 
«  pretty  River  called  the  Maniftit^  full  of  Fifli,  and  efpecially  of 
Sturgeons.  A  little  further,  going  to  the  South  Weft,  we  enter 
into  a  great  Gulf,  the  Entrance  of  which  is  bordered  with 
Iflands ;  they  call  it  the  Gulf,  or  the  Bay  of  the  Ntquets,  This  is 
a  ytry  fmall  Nation  which  came  from  tne  Borders  of  the  Upper 
L»ke,  and  of  which  there  remains  only  a  few  Families  difperfed 
liere  and  there,  without  any  fixed  Abode. 

The  Say  »f  the  Noquets  is  feparated  from  the  Great  Bay  only 

r^L  in  r  *u  ^y  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  PouteoMOtamis,  and  I  have 
J^  4/ies  ej  m  j^^^^^j  obferved  that  they  were  the  antient 
Pouteouatamis.  ^bode  of  thefc  Savages.  ^The  greateft  Part 
of  them  arc  very  well  wooded ;  but  the  only  one  which  is  ftill 
peopled  is  not  the  largeft  noi^  the  bed,  there  remains  in  it  now 
only  one  indifferent  Village,  where  we  were  obliged  to  pafs  the 
Night,  though  very  much  againft  our  Inclinations  :  We  could 
not  refnfe  the  preifing  Intreaties  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  indeed 
<  there  is  no  Nation  in  Canada  that  hath  always  been  more  fin" 
cerely  attached  to  the  French, 

The  6th  we  were  flopped  almofl  the  whole  Day  by  contrary 
Winds  ;  but  it  proving  calm  at  Night,  we  embarked  a  little  a^. 
ter  Sun-fet  by  a  fine  Moon-light,  and  we  kept  going  forwards 
twenty-four  Hours  together,  making  only  a  very  fhort  Stop  to 
fay  Mafs,  and  to  dine.  The  Sun  fhone  fo  hot,  ana  the  Water  of 
the  Bay  was  fo  warm,  that  the  Gum  of  our  Canoe  melted  in  fe- 
«veral  Places.  To  compleat  our  Misfortune,  the  Place  where  we 
flopped  to  encamp,  was  fo  full  of  Gnats  and  Mufketoes,  that  we 
could  not  clofeour  Eyes,  though  we  had  not  flept  for  two  Days 
before  ;  and  as  the  Weather  was  fine,  and  we  had  Moon-light, 
we  embarked  again  on  our  Route  at  Three  o'Clork  in  the  Morn- 
ing. 

gone  five  or  fix  Leagues,  we  found  ourfelves 
over-againil  a  little  Ifle,  which  is  not  far 
from  tiie  Wefl  Side  of  the  Bay,  and  which 
hid  from  us  the  Entrance  of  a  River,  upon 
which  is  the  Village  of  the  Malbomines,  which 
the  French  call  foiles  Jveines,  (luild  Oats),  probably  becaufe  they 
make  their  common  Food  of  this  Grain.  The  whole  Nation 
confifls  of  no  more  than  this  Village,  which  is  not  very  popu-^ 
lous.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  for  they  are  very  fine  Men,  and 
the  beft  fhaped  of  all  Canada  :  They  are  even  taller  than  the 
Psuteouatamis.    I  am  afTurcd  that  they  Have  the  fame  Origin,  and 
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•nearly  the  ftme  Language,  as  the  Noquefs  txA  the  Saultturn 
(Leapers)  ;  but  they  add,  that  they  have  alfo  a  particular  Lan^ 
guage  which  they  keep  to  themfeltres.  They  have  likewife  told 
me  fome  odd  Stories  of  them,  as  of  a  Serpent  which  goes  every 
Year  into  the  Village,  and  is  received  by  tnem  with  jgreat  Gere- 
monies,  which  makes  me  believe  that  they  are  inclined  to  Sor- 
cery. 
A  little  beyond  the  I/Iand  I  jufl  mentioned,  the  Coiunfry 
0/  thi  People  J^^"^".  ^"  Appearance  all  at  once ,  aftd 
tailed  Puans  being  wild  enough,  as  it  is  to  this  Flace« 

f (linking)    '  *^  becomes  the  moft  charming  in  the  World. 

^  *'*  It  has  even  fomething  more  fmiling  than  the 

Strait ;  but  though  it  is  every  where  covered  with  very  fine 
Trees,  it  is  much  more  fandy,  and  not  fo  fertile.  The  OtehM- 
gratf  who  are  commonly  called  the  Puanij  dwelt  formerly  on  the 
Borders  of  the  Bay,  in  a  very  delightful  Situation.  They  werd 
attacked  here  by  the  Illinois ,  who  killed  a  ^reat  Number  of 
them  :  The  Remainder  took  Refuge  in  the  River  of  the  Outei' 
gamist  which  runs  into  the  Bottom  of  the  Bay.  They  feated 
themfelves  on  the  Borders  of  a  Kind  of  Lake ;  and  I  jadge  it 
was  there,  that  living  on  Fifh  which  they  got  in  the  Lake  in 
great  Plenty,  they  gave  them  the  Name  of  Puans  ;  becaufe  all 
along  the  Shere  where  their  Cabins  were  built,  one  faw  nothing 
but  Itinking  Fifli,  which  infcftcd  the  Air.  It  appear*  at  leaft 
that  this  is  the  Origin  of  the  Name  which  the  other  Sav»;es  had 
given  them  before  us,  and  which  has  communicated  itfelt  tothe 
Bay,  far  from  which  they  never  removed.  Some  Time  after 
they  had  quitted  their  antient  Poft,  thev  endeavoured  to  revenge 
the  Blow  they  had  received  from  the  Illinois ;  but  this  Enterprize 
caufed  them  a  new  Lofs,  which  they  never  recovered.  Six  hun- 
dred of  their  beft  Men  were  embarked  to  go  in  Search  of  the 
Enemy ;  but  as  they  were  crofling  Lake  Michigan,  they  were  fur- 
prifed  by  a  violent  Guft  of  Wind,  which  drowned  them  all. 
We  have  in  the  Bay  a  Fort  which  ftands  on  the  Weft  Side  of 
Of  the  Portland  the  River  of  the  O^^P^^rV,  half  a  League 
l^F  tU,  -Mm      £■      "■''01  Its  Mouth ;  and  before  we  arrive  at  it, 

^'  Sails.     The  Otcha^ras  have  lately  come  and 

fedted  themfelves  near  us,  and  have  built  their  Cabins  about  th© 
Fort.  The  Miflionary,  who  is  lodged  pretty  near  the  Com- 
mandant,  hopes,  when  he  has  learnt  their  Language,  to  find 
them  more  docible  than  the  Sakis,  among  whom  he  labours  with 
very  little  Succefs.  Both  of  them  appear  to  be  a  good  Sort  of 
People,  efpecially  the  firft  ;  whofe  greateft  Fault  is,  tnat  they  are 
a  little  given  to  thieving.  Their  Langiiage  is  very  differcRt 
•fsom  all  (he  others,  which  makes  me  bcUcvc  that  it  is  not  derived 
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from  any  of  Canada  ;  and  indeed  they  have  always  had  more 
Intercourfe  with  the  PeoLleof  the  Weft,  than  with  thofe  we  arc 
acquainted  with  in  this  Country. 

The  Sakisf  though  they  are  but  a  fmall  Number,  are  divided 
Of  th  Saki         *"'**  '^°  Faftions,  one  of  which    fide  with 
■^  'the  Ou/agamis,   and  the  other  with  the  Poute- 

euatamis.  Thofe  who  are  fettled  in  this  Poft,  are  for  the  moft 
Part  of  the  laft  Party,  and  of  Gonfequence  in  on.r  Intereft. 
They  received  the  new  Commandant  witn  great  Demonftrations 
of  Joy.  As  foon  as  they  knew  he  was  near  arriving,  they 
ranged  themfelves  with  their  Arms  on  the  Bank  of  the  River  ; 
and  the  Moment  they  faw  him  appear,  ihey  faluted  him  with  a 
Difcharge  of  their  Mufkets,  whicn  they  accompanied  with  great 
Shouts  of  Joy.  Then  four  of  the  c ^tef  Men  wciit  into  the  Ri- 
ver, where  they  were  foon  up  to  their  Waift  ;  but  they  waded 
quite  to  his  Canoe,  and  took  him  up  in  a  great  Robe  made  of 
piany  Roe-Buck  Skins,  well  fewed  together,  of  which  each  of 
them  held  a  Corner.  They  carried  him  thus  to  his  Apartment, 
where  they  complimented  him,  and  faid  many  Things  to  him 
which  were  extremely  flattering. 

The  next  Day  the  Chiefs  of  the  two  Nations  paid  me  a  Vifit, 
and  one  of  the  Otchugras  (hewed  me  a  Catalan  Piftol,  a  Pair  of 
Spanijh  Shoes,  and  I  know  not  what  Drug,  which  feemed  to  be  a 
Sort  of  Ointment.  He  had  received  thefe  Things  from  an 
AjoueXy  and  they  came  into  his  Hands  by  the  following  Means. 
About  two  Years  ago,  fome  Spaniards^  who  came  (as  they  fay) 
Soaniards  d  -  ^^""*  ^^'^  Mexicoy  intending  to  get  into  the 
f<  tedh  th  S  '  Country  of  the  Illinoisy  and  drive  the  French 
nja  ^  th  M'C  ^^°"™  thence,  whom  they  faw  with  extreme 
foin^i  .    '     Jealouiy  approach  fo   near  the  MiJ/ouri,  came 

down  this  River  and  attacked  two  Villages  of 
the  O£iotatasy  who  are  Allies  of  the  Ajctiez  ;  from  whom  it  is 
alfo  faid  they  are  derived.  As  thefe  Savages  had  no  Fire  Arms, 
and  were  furprifed,  the  Spaniards  made  an  eafy  Conqueft,  and  • 
killed  a  great  many  of  them.  A  third  Village,  which  was  not 
far  off  the  other  two,  being  iaformed  of  what  had.pafled,  and  not 
doubting  hut  that  thefe  Conquerors  would  attack  them,  laid  an 
Ambufli,  into  which  the  Spaniards  heedlefsly  fell.  Others  fay, 
that  the  Savages  having  heard  that  the  Enemy  were  al moll 
all  drunk,  and  faft  aflecp,  fell  upon  them  in  the  Night.  How- 
ever it  was,  it  is  certain  that  they  killed  the  greateft  Part  of 
them. 

There  was  in  this  Party  two  Almoners,  one  of  whom  was  kill'd 
direftly,  and  the  other  got  away  to  iht  MiJfouriteSi  who  took  him 
Prifoner,'  but  he  efcaped  from  them  very  dcxteroufly  :  He  had  a 
very  fine  Horfe,  and  the  Mijfouritts  took  Pleafure  to  fee  him  ride 
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it,  which  he  did  very  (kilfully.  lie  took  Advantage  of  their 
Curiofity  to  get  out  of  their  Hands.  One  Day,  as  he  was 
prancing  and  exercifing  his  Horfe  before  them,  he  got  z  little 
DiAance  from  them  inlenfibly ;  then  fuddcniy  clapping  Spurs  to 
his  Horfe,  he  was  foon  out  of  Sieht.  As  they  had  taken  no 
other  Prifoner,  it  was  not  certainty  known  from  what  Part  of 
Neav  Mexico  thefe  Spat:iards  came,  nor  what  was  their  Dcfi^n  : 
For  what  I  have  already  faid  of  it,  is  only  founded  on  the  Re- 
port of  the  Savages,  wno  perhaps  intended  to  make  their  Court 
to  us,  in  publifhing  that  by  this'  Defeat  they  had  done  us  a 
great  Service. 

All  that  they  brouglit  me,  wa?  of  the  Spoils  of  the  Almoner 
that  was  killed  ;  and  they  took  from  him  alfo  a  Dook  of  Prayers, 
which  I  did  not  fee  :  It  was  probably  his  Breviary.  I  bought 
the  Piftol  :  The  Shoes  were  v/or.th  nothing  ;  and  the  Savage 
would  not  part  with  his  Ointment,  fancying  that  it  was  a  Sove- 
reign Remedy  for  all  Difeafes.  I  had  the  Curiofity  to  afic  how- 
he  intended  to  ufeit  ;  he  replied,  it  was  fufficient  to  fwallow  a 
little ;  and  with  what  Difeale  foever  one  was  attacked,  it  efFeded 
an  immediate  Cure  :  But  he  did  not"  tell  me  that  he  had  as 
yet  made  a  Trial  of  it,  and  I  advifed  him  to  the  contrary. 
We  begin  here  to  find  the  Savages  very  ignorant  ;  they  are  far 
from  being  fo  ingenious,  or  atleaA  fo  apt  to  learn,  as  thofc  who 
are  more  converfant  with  us. 

The  next  Day  feveraj  Sa^iis  came  to  the  Miffionary,  with  whom 

J  f^       •//•/.      ^  lodged,  and  invited  me  to  comcto  a  Kind 

^i^ounal  Of  the     ^^  Council,  which  they  propofed  to  hold.    I 

oAKis^  ana  on  xvh  at  r.j  j       t.  ui*i 

.^     /  confented  ;  and  when   ever)'  one  had  taken 

\JccajioK.  j^jg  pj^^^^    ^^^   ^^^j^j.  j^jj  ^    ^^jj^^  ^^  ^j^p 

Ground  before  me  ;  and  the  Orator  beginning  his  Speech,  prayed 
me  in  the  Name  of  all  the  reft  to  emjajje  the  Kin?  (a)  to  take 
them  under  his  Protedlion,  and  to  purify  the  Air,  which  for 
feme  Time  they  faid  had  been  infefted,  which  appeared  by  the 
Number  of  fick  Perfons  then  in  their  Villages,  and  to  defend 
them  from  their  Enemies.  I  replied,  that  the  King  was  very 
powerful,  and  perhaps  more  fo  than  they  imagined  ;  but  that 
his  Power  did  not  exiend  over  the  Elements  ;  and  that  when 
Difeafes,  and  other  like  fatal  Cafualties,  afflifted  his  Province., 
he  addre/Ted  himfelf,  that  an  End  might  be  put  to  them,  to  the. 
Great  Spirit  that  created  Heaven  and  Earth,  and  who  is  alone 
the  Sovereign  Lord  of  Nature  :  That  they  fhould  do  the  fame, 
apd  they  would  find  the  Benefit  of  it.  But  to  prevail  with  him 
to  hear  their  Prayers,  they  muft  firft  acknowlcdg%him,  and  ren- 

(a)  Thefe  Savages  always  fpeak  the  Title  cf   the  King  (Le  Roy)  in 
French, 

der 
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derhim  the  Worfhlp  and  Homage  which  he  has  a  Right  to  ex« 

EeiEl  from  all  reafonable  Creatures  :  That  they  could  do  nothing 
etter ,  nor  more  agreeable  to  the  King,  than  to  llften  to  the  Fa- 
ther^a^  which  his  MajeHy  had  Tent  them,  and  to  be  docible  to  his 
InftruAions  :  That  he  was  a  Man  beloved  bv  Heaven  :  That  the 
Manner  in  which  he  lived  among  them,  could  not  fail  of  making 
kim  very  much  efleemed  ;  and  that  his  Charity  towards  the  Sick, 
and  all  thofe  who  wanted  his  Affiflance,  ought  to  have  convinced 
them  of  the  tender  and  fincei'e  Affeftion  he  had  for  them  ;  and 
laflly,  that  I  would  not  receive  their  Collar,  till  they  had  pro- 
mifed  me  to  behave  with  Regard  to  this  MifHonary,  in  quite 
another  Manner  than  they  had  done  hitherto,  and  to  give  him 
BO  Caufe  for  the  future  to  complain  of  their  Untowardncfs. 
"  A%  to  the  Protedion  of  the  King,  which  you  afk,  and  the 
Requed  you  make  me  to  engage  him  to  defend  you  againft 
your  Enemies  ;  this  great  Prince  has  prevented  your  Wiflies, 
he  has  given  ^ood  Orders  on  this  Head  to  Ontnthio  (h)^  who 
is  already  inclined  to  execute  them  with  the  Zeal  and  Affec*i 
«*  tion  of  a  Father  (c).  You  can  make  no  Doubt  of  this,  if 
••  you  confider  the  Commandant  he  fends  you.  You  muft  cer- 
••  tainly  know,  and  you  feem  in  Faft  to  have  been  well  inform*d, 
*•  that  among  the  French  Captains  there  are  few  that  equal  him 
•*  in  Valour,  and  you  will  (oon  love  him  more  than  you  efteem 
*•  him  already.'* 

They  feemed  to  be  fatisficd  with  this  Anfwcr,  and  they  pro- 
nifed  me  much  more  than  they  will  perform,  in  all  Probability  : 
However,  I  took  their  Collar,  and  tfte  Miffionary  flattered  him- 
ielf  that  this  A<^ion  would  have  a  good  £fFe£l. 

In  the  Afternoon  of  the  fame  Day,  the  two  Nations  gave  us 
one  after  the  other,  the  Diverfion  of  the  Dance  of  the  Calumet 
in  a  great  Efplanade^  whicli  is  befor*;  the  Lodgings  of  the  Com- 
mandant. There  was  fome  D ifFeren  <"  ^'n  their  Way  of  perform- 
ing this  Dance  ;  butit  was  not  confderable.  However,  I  learnt 
by  it  that  thefe  Feafts  vary  much  ;  fo  that  it  is  impoflible  to  give 
a  Defcription  that  agrees  with  them  all.^  The  (Jubagras  varied 
the  Dance  fomething  more  than  the  otherj  and  fliewed  an  extra- 
ordinary Agility ;  they  are  alfo  better  made^  and  more  aflive 
than  the  Sakii, 


«( 


«f 


« 


«( 


(*)  Father  Peter  Cbardon,  a  Jejuit. 

(b)  Tliis  is  the  Name  the  Savages  give  the  Governor-General.  It  means 
Creat  Miuntain^  and  comes  from  the  Chevalier  de  Montmagh^  who  was  the  f«- 
cond  Governor  of  Canada. 

(c)  They  always  call  the  Governors,  and  the  Commandants^  their  Fathers. 
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Thii  Ceremony  it  propcrlv  a  military  Fcaft.     The  Warriori 
m.  f  .    '         -    are  tne  AAors,  and  one  would  fay,  that  it 
Difcnpuw    y    ^^^  inftituted  only  to  givr  them  an  Opportu- 
tbt$  Danet.  ^-^^^  ^^  publiftiing  their  ^reat  Atchlevement* 

in  War.  I  am  not  the  Author  of  this  Opinion,  which  does  not 
agree  well  with  their's,  who  have  maintained  that  the  Calumet 
took  its  Origin  from  the  Caducetu  of  Mercury^  and  that  in  iti 
Inftitution  it  was  eftecmed  as  a  Symbol  of  Peace.  All  thofe  i 
f;iw  dance,  fing,  /hake  the  Cbichicout,  and  beat  the  Drumj  were 
young  People eqiipped,  as  when  they  prepare  for  the  March  ; 
they  nad  painted  their  Faces  with  all  Sorts  of  Colours,  their 
Heads  were  adorned  with  Feathers,  and  they  held  fome  in  their 
Hands  like  Fans.  The  Calumet  was  alfo  adorned  with  Fea- 
thers, and  was  fet  up  in  th«  moft  confpicuous  Place.  The  Band 
of  Mufic,  and  the  I)anters  were  round  about  it,  the  Speftatori 
divided  here  and  there  in  little  Companies,  the  Women  fe- 
parate  from  the  Men,  all  feated  on  the  Ground,  and  drefTed 
tn  their  iioeil  Robes,  which  at  fome  Diilance  made  a  pretty 
Shew. 

Between  the  Mufic  and  the  Commandant,  who  fat  before  the 
Door  of  his  Lodging,  they  had  fet  up  a  Pofl,  on  which  at  the 
End  of  every  Dance  a  Warrior  came  and  gave  a  Stroke  with 
his  Hatchet ;  at  this  Signal  there  was  a  great  Silence,  and  this 
Man  repeated  with  a  loud  Voice,  fome  oT  his  great  Feats ;  and 
then  received  the  Applaufcs  of  the  Speftators,  and  after  went  t» 
to  his  Place,  and  the  Sport  began  again.  This  lafled  two  Hours 
for  each  of  the  Nations ;  and  I  acknowledge  to  You,  Madam, 
that  I  took  no  great  Plcafure  in  it,  not  only  on  Account  of  the 
fame  Tone,  and  the  Unpleafantnefs  of  the  Mufic,  but  becaufe 
all  the  Dances  confifted  in  Contorfions,  which  feemed  to  me  to 
exprefs  nothing,  and  were  no  Way  entertaining. 

This  Fead  was  made  in  Honour  of  the  new  Commandant ; 
yet  they  did  him  none  of  the  Honours  which  are  mentioned  ia 
lome  Relations .  They  did  not  take  him  and  place  him  on  a  new 
Mat ;  they  made  him  no  Prefent,  at  leaft  that  I  know  of ;  they 
did  not  pafs  any  Feathers  over  his  Head  ;  I  did  not  fee  the  Calu- 
met  presented  to  him ;  and  there  were  no  Men  <}uite  naked, 
painted  all  over  their  Bodies,  adorned  with  Plumes  of  Feathers;, 
aad  Beads,  and  holding  a  Calumet  in  their  Hands.  Perhaps  in 
is  not  the  Cuftom  of  thefe  People,  or  IVL  Je  Montigty  had  ex- 
empted  them  from  thefe  Ceremonies.  I  obferved  only,  that 
from  Time  to  Time  all  the  Affembly  fet  up  great  Shouts  to 
applaud  the  Dancers,  chiefly  during  the  dancing  of  the  Otchagrasy 
who,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Frntch,  bore  away  all  the  Honour  <of 
the  Day. 

I  Ihottli 
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Dance  of  the  Difcovery  :  It  has  more  Adion, 
and  (  rprefies  better  than  the  foregoing  the 
Subjefl  it  reprefents.  It  is  a  natural  Repre- 
fentation  of  all  thatpafles  in  an  Expedition  of  War;  and,  as  I 
have  before  obfe^^ved,  that  the  Savages  for  the  greatell  Part  only 
endeavour  to  furprife  their  Enemies,  this  is  no  Doubt  the 
Reafon  why  they  have  given  this  Dance  the  Name  of  the  Dif- 
tO'oery, 

However  that  may  be,   only  one  fingle  Man  performs   this 
Danc)t :    At  firft  he  advances  flowly  into  the  midft  of  the  Place, 
where  he  remains  for  fome  Time  motionlefs,  after  which  he  re- 
prefents one  after  another,    the  Setting  out  of  the  Warriors,  the 
March,  the  Encamping;  he  goes  upon  the  Difcovery,  he  makes 
his  Approach,  he  Hops  as  to  take  Breath,   then  all  on  a  fudden 
he  grows  furious,  and  one  would  imagine  he  was  going  to  kill 
every  Body;  then  he  appears  more  calm,  and  takes  one  of  the 
Company  as  if  he  had  made  him  a  Prifoner  of  War;   he  makes 
SI  Shew  of  knocking  another's  Brains  out ;  be  levels  his  Gun  at 
another ;  and  laftly,   he  fets  up  a  running  with  all  his  Might ; 
then  he  flops  and  recovers  himfelf :  This  is  to  reprefent  a  Re- 
treat,  at  firll:  precipitate,   and   afterwards  lefs    fo.     Then  he 
exprefles  by  different  Cries  the  various  AfFedions  of  his  Mind 
during  his  laft  Campaign,  and  finilhes  by  reciting  all  the  brave 
Adlions  he  has  performed  in  the  War. 

When  the  Dance  of  the  Calumet  is  intended,  as  it  gehern.lly 
^  i  cr  /  •  is,  to  conclude  a  Peace,  or  a  Treaty  of  Al- 
,  /,  f  /    liance  aeainft  a  common  Enemy,   they  crave 

MeaLZrDance  a  Serpeni  on  the  Tube  of  the  Pipe,  and  fet 
c  u  o  \^  «.  on  one  Side  of  it  a  Board,  on  which  is  repre- 
ojm  i^aiumet.  ^^^^^^  ^^^  y^^^  ^^  ^y^^  ^^^  confederate  Na- 
tions, with  the  Enemy  under  their  Feet,  dillinguiihed  by  the 
Mark  of  his  Nation.  Sometimes  inftead  of  a  Calumet,  they  fet 
up  a  Fighting-Club.  But  if  it  concerns  only  a  fingle  Alliance, 
they  reprefent  two  Men  joining  one  Hand,  and  holding  in  the 
other  a  Calumet  of  Peace,  and  having  each  at  his  Side  the  Mark 
of  his  Nation.  In  all  thefe  Treaties  they  give  mutual  Pledges, 
Necklaces,  Calumets,  Slaves  j  fometimes  Elks,  and  Deer  Skins 
well  drefled.and  ornamented  with  Figures  made  with  Porcupines 
Hair;  and  then  they  reprefent  on  thefe  Skins  the  '^hings  I  have 
mentioned,  either  with  Porcupines  Hair,  or  plain  Colours. 
There  are  other  Dances  lefs  compounded,  the  only  Defign  of 
^  ,     T^  which  is  to  give  the  Warriors  an  Oppor- 

anc  5,  tunity  of  relating  all  their  brave  Anions. 
This  is  what  the  Savages  are  moft  ready  to  do,  and  they  are 
never  tired  of  it.    He  that  gives  the  Fcaft  invites  all  the  Vil- 
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lage  by  beating  a  Drum,  and  they  meet  in  his  Cabin,  if  it  can 
contain  all  the  Guefts.  The  Warriors  dance  one  after  another, 
then  ftriking  on  a  Poll,  Silence  is  mad  :  They  fay  what 
they  pleafe,  and  they  ftop  from  Time  to  Time  to  receive 
the  Applaufes  of  the  Auditors,  who  are  not  fparing  of 
them.  But  if  any  one  boafts  falfely,  any  Perfon  is  allowed  to 
take  Dirt  or  Aihes  and  rub  his  Head  with  them,  or  play  him  any 
other  Trick  he  thinks  proper.  Commonly  they  black  his  Face, 
faying,  **  What  I  do  is  to  hide  your  Shame,  for  the  firft  Time 
*•  you  fee  the  Enemy  you  will  turn  pale."  He  who  has  thus 
puniflied  the  Bragadocio,  takes  his  Place,  and  if  he  commits 
the  fame  Fault,  the  other  never  fails  to  return  the  Compliment. 
The  greateft  Chiefs  have  no  Privilege  in  this  Matter,  and  they 

mull  not  be  affronted  at  it. This  Dance  is  always  performed 

in  the  Night. 

In  the  weftern  Parts  there  is  another  Dance  ufed,  which  is 
-.  called  the  Dance  of  the  Bull.  The  Dancers 
^  form  feveral  Circles  or  Rings,  and  the  Mu- 
fic,  which  is  always  the  Drum  and  the  Chi. 
chicoiie^  is  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  Place.  They  never  fcparate  thofc 
of  the  fame  Family  :  They  do  not  join  Hands,  and  every  one 
carries  in  his  Hand  his  Arms  and  his  Buckler.  All  the  Circles 
do  not  turn  the  fame  Way ;  and  tho'  they  caper  much,  and  vtvy 
high,  they  always  keep  Time  and  Meafure. 

From  Time  to  Time  a  Chief  of  a  Familv  prefents  his  Shield  : 
They  all  ftrike  upon  it,  and  at  every  Stroke  he  repeats  feme  of 
his  Exploits.  Then  he  goes  and  cuts  a  Piece  of  Tobacco  at  a 
Poft,  where  they  have  faftened  a  certain  Quantity,  and  gives  it 
to  one  of  his  Friends.  If  any  one  can  prove  that  he  has  done 
greater  Exploits,  or  had  a  Share  in  thofe  the  other  boafts  of,  he 
has  a  Right  to  take  the  Piece  of  Tobacco  that  was  prefented, 
and  give  it  to  another.  This  Dance  is  followed  by  a  Feaft  ; 
but  I  do  not  well  fee  from  whence  it  derives  its  Name,  unlefs 
it  be  from  the  Shields,  on  which  they  ftrike,  which  are  covered 
with  Bull's  Hides. 

There  are  Dances  prefcribed  by  their  Phyficians  for  the  Cure 

^  J     J    of  the   Sick,  but  they   are   generally    very 

,  ./"p/  /'•  ^^^  lafcivious.  There  are  fome  that  are  entirely 
tytbe  fhyjtctans.       ^^^  Diverfion,  that  have  no  Relation   to  any 

Thing.  They  are  almoft  always  in  Circles,  to  the  Sound  of 
the  Drum  and  the  Chichicouey  the  Men  apart  from  the  Wo- 
men. The  Men  dance  with  their  Arms  in  their  Hands,  and 
tho'  they  never  take  hold  of  each  other,  they  never  break  the 
Circle.  As  to  what  I  faid  before,  that  they  are  always  in  Time, 
it  is  no  difficult  Thing  to  believe,  becaufe  the  Mufic  of  the  Sa- 
vages has  but  two  or  three  Notes,  which  are  repeated  continually. 
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This  makes  their  Fcails  very  tirefome  to  an  Ewo/umi  after  he 
3ia£  fecn  them  once,  becaufe  they  \»£L  a  Ipjig  Time,  and  you  heayr 
always  the  fame  Thing. 

M  the  Nations  near  the  Bay,  if  we  except  the  Pouteoutamis,  are 
ja\3icii  more  rude  and  ignorant  than  the  others,  they  are  alfo 
more  ^ivea  to  Supcrftilion.  The  Sun  and  Thunder  are 
their  principal  Deities,  and  they  fpem  to  be  more  ftron^ly  per- 
fuaded  than  thofe  we  we  cpnverfant  with,  that  every  Species 
©f  Animals  has  a  Guardian  Genius,  who  watches  for  its 
JPrefervatioa.  A  Frenchman  having  one  Day  thrown  away  a 
Moufe  he  had  jiilt  catched*  a  little  Girl  topk  it  up  to  eat  it:  The 
Pather  of  the  Child,  who  faw  it,  fnatched  it  from  her,  and  began 
to  make  great  Carefibs  to  the  dead  Animal,  The  Frenchman 
aflced  him  the  Reafon,  he  replied,  **  //  is  to  appectfe  the  Genius 
•*  tf  the  Mice,  that  he  may  not  torment  my  Daughter ,  after  Jhe  has 
**  eaten  this,**  After  which  he  returned  the  Animal  to  the  Child, 
who  eat  it. 

They  have  above  all  much  Veneration  for  Bears :  As  foon 
^  they  have  killed  one,  they  have  a  Feaft,  accompanied  with 
feme  odd  Ceremonies.  The  Head  of  the  Bear,  painted  with 
all  Sorts  of  Colours,  is  placed  during  the  Repaft  on  an  elevated 
place,  and  there  receives  the  Homage  of  all  the  Guefts,  who 
celebrate  by  Songs  the  Praifes  of  the  Animal,  while  they  cut  his 
iPody  in  Pieces,  and  feaft  upon  it.  Thefe  Savages  nave  not 
only,  like  the  reft,  the  Cuftom  of  preparing  themfelves  for  their 
|;reat  Hunting  Matches  by  Fafting,  which  the  Outagamis  extend 
even  to  ten  Days  together,  but  alfo,  while  the  Hunters  are 
jn  the  Field,  they  often  oblige  their  Children  to  faft.  They 
obferve  their  Dreams  while  they  faft,  and  draw  from  thence 
good  and  ill  Prelages  of  the  Succefs  of  the  Chace.  The  In- 
tention of  thefe  Fafts  is  to  appeafe  the  Guardian  Genii  of  the 
Animals  which  they  are  to  hunt ;  and  they  pretend  that  they  in- 
form thejn  by  Dreams,  whether  they  will  hinder  or  favour  the 
Hunters. 

The  Nation  which  for  twenty  Years  laft  has  been  the  moil 
talked  of  in  thefe  weftern  Parts,  is  the  Outagamis.  The  natu- 
ral Fiercenefs  of  thefe  Savages,  four'd  by  the  ill  Treatment 
they  have  feveral  Times  nvet  with,  fometimcs  without  Caufc, 
end  their  Alliance  with  the  Jroquoisy  who  are  always  difpofed  to 
create  us  new  Enemies,  have  rendered  them  formidable.  They 
have  lince  made  a  ftriift  Alliance  with  the  Siouxt  a  numerous 
Nation,  which  has  inured  itfelf  to  War  by  Degrees;  and  this 
Union  has  rendered  all  the  Navigation  of  the  upper  Part  of  the 
Miffijffippi  almoft  impradicable  to  us.  It  is  not  quite  fafe  to  na- 
vj^ate  the  River  pf  the  llUmiiy  unle&  we  arc  in  a  Condition  \o 
•  prevent 
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prcvtfat   a  Surpvife  whicli  k  a  great  Injury  to  the  Trade  be- 

sureen  tW  twaCotonieSo 

i  met  in  the  Bay  iovM  Sioux,  of  whom  I  made  many  ftnqui- 

^    .      nr    .        ritfs  about  the  Countries,  which  are  to  the 

tt'l»Qrth  and    ^*^  *^  North  Weft  of  C«»«iAr ;  and  th^" 

W^  /"Canada"      ^  lc»ow  we  maft  not  entirely  d'epehd  o» 

^^  *      what  the  Savages  (ay;    yet   by  coraparina 

what  I  have  heard  from  them,  witsh  that  wnick-  X  have  beard 

Irom  many  others,  I  havtf  great  Reaibn  to  belkve  tfiat  there 

are  en  this  Continent  fome  Spmmards  or  other  European  Coio- 

niti,  much  more  North  than  any  we  know  of  New  Mexico  and 

Caii/hraiet,  and  that  in  goiit|g  up  the  Mijfewri  as  far  as  it  is  na- 

vital>Ie,  we  come  to  agreait  River  that  runs  to  the  Weft,  and 

diicharges  itfelf  intO'  the  South  Sea,     Independent  of  fuch  Di(^ 

covcry,  which  I  believe  more  eafy  this  Way  than  by  the  North, 

I  can  make  no  Doubt,  on  weighing  the  Information  I  have 

had  from  many  Places,  and  which  agree  pretty  well  together, 

that  by  endeavouring  to  penetrate  to  the  Source  of  the  Aff^- 

riy  one  fhould  find  wherewithal  to  make  one  Amends  for  the 

Charges  and  Fatigues  of  Atch  an  Enterprize. 

/  am,  8cG*    I 
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LETTER    XX. 

l^epartwre from  Michi-llimAtKinac.  Remarks  on  the  Cufrenti  9f 
the  Laiie,  Portrait  of  the  Sax K0E3e/ Cak At) a.  their  ^ood 
emd  bad  ^aUtie$» 

MAt>Aii,  Lake  MiCHrcAifi,  ^u^  fi, 

I  Departed  ft6m  MichillimakiH'ac  the  Day  befbi<e  Yefterday  at 
Noon,  and  I  am  detained  hemer  in  a  Ittde  liknd  tJiat  has 
no  Name ;  a  Canoe  that  caitie  ftom  die  River  St.  Js^ftph^  wLxchei' 
I  am  going,  cannot  go  oat,  no  mone  than  out^s,  though  they 
have  the  Wind  favon^-abte  i^r  tifvm  j  but  Aey  fay  it  is  too  ftormy, 
and  the  Lake  tba  rongh,  whiek  gives  me  airefh  Opportunity  of 
writing  ta  you. 
Though  tfic  Wind'  wair  againftr  nw,  when  I  embarked  th# 
nemarki  an  the  *?**  ^  ^«««^i8^*,  good  Leagues  that  Day, 
Current  of  the  which  proves  Aat  I  was  dnven  by  the  Cur- 
laokei,  rents.     I    had  already  obferved    the    fam« 

Things  upon  entering  the  Bay,  and  was  fur- 
pnfed  at  it.  It  is  certain  that  this  Bay,  having  no  othei' Outlet, 
Qifchargcr  itfelf  into  Lake  Miirhigani  and  Lake  Miehigewt  f<x 
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the  fame  Reafon,  muft  diilhargc  its  Waters  into  Lake  Huron, 
and  the  rather,  becaufe  both  the  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  re- 
ceive feveral  Rivers ;  Lake  Michigan  efpecially,  which  receives 
a  great  Number,  fome  of  which  are  little  inferior  to  the  Seine  ; 
thefe  great  Currents  are  not  perceivable  but  irv  the  midft  of  the 
Channel,  and  produce  Eddies  or  counter  Currents,  of  which  we 
take  Advantage  when  we  go  along  Shore,  as  they  are  obliged  to 
do  who  go  in  Canoes  of  Bark. 

I  went  at  firftfive  Leagues  to  the  Weft,  to  get  into  Lake  Mi- 
chigan, I  then  turned  to  the  Souths  and  this  is  the  only  Route  we 
have  to  take  for  a  hundred  Leagues  to  the  River  St.  Jofiph,  No- 
thing is  finer  than  the  Country  which  feparates  the  Lakes  Michigan 
and  Huron :  Yefterday  I  went  three  Leagues  further,  and  a  high 
Wind  obliged  me  to  flop  at  this  Ifland.  I  fhall  Ihun  the  Irk. 
ibmenefs  of  waiting  here,  by  employing  myfelf  in  finifhing 
my  Account  of  the  natural  Inhabitants  of  this  vaft  Countiy, 
a  great  Part  of  which  I  have  already  travelled  over. 

The  Savages  of  Canada  are  generally  well  made,  and  of  a 
Pi    V    f  th     ^^^^y  Stature;    but  it  is  not  unufual  in  fome 
or  rat    oj      e    f^jations  to  fee  fome  of  only  a  middle  Stature; 
^  ^  "^*  but  it  is  very  uncommon  to  fee  any  that  are 

deformed,  or  that  have  any  outward  Blemifli.  They  are  ro- 
buft,  and  of  a  healthy  Conftitution  :  They  would  be  very  long 
lived,  if  they  fpared  themfelves  a  little  more  ;  but  the  greatelt 
Part  ruin  their  Conftitutions  by  forced  Marches,  by  defpcrate 
Faftings,  and  by  gi  jat  Exceffes  in  eating  :  Befides  that,  during 
their  Childhood,  they  have  often  their  naked  Feet  in  the  Water, 
on  the  Snow  and  Ice.  The  Brandy  which  the  Europeans  have 
fupplied  them  with,  and  for  which  they  have  fuch  a  ftrong  In- 
clination that  exceeds  all  that  can  be  faid  ofit,  and  which  they 
alwavs  drink  till  they  are  drpnk,  has  compleated  their  Ruin, 
and  has  not  a  little  contributed  to  the  Deftrudlion  of  all  thefe 
Nations,  'vhich  are  at  prefent  reduced  to  lefs  than  the  twentieth 
Part  of  what  thejr  were  a  hundred  and  fifty  Years  ago.  If  this 
continues  they  will  become  entirely  extind. 

Their  Bodies  are  not  confined  in  their  Infancy  like  our's,  and 
efh  '  c^  ^i  nothing  is  more  proper  to  make  their  Joints 
T*«r  Strength,     ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  give  them  that  Supplenefs  in  all 

their  Limbs,  which  we  fo  much  admire  in  them,  than  this  Li- 
berty, and  the  Exercifes  to  which  the  Children  there  are  ac- 
euftomed  very  early.  The  Mothers  fuckle  them  a  long  Time, 
and  there  are  fome  that  at  fix  or  feven  years  old  ftill  take  the 
Breaft.  Neverthelefs,  this  does  not  hinder  them  from  taking 
all  Kinds  of  Food  the  firft  Year  :  In  fhort,  the  open  Air  to 
which  they  are  expofed,  the  Fatigues  they  make  them  fuiFer, 
but  by  little  and  little,  and  in  a  Manner  proportioned  to  their 

Age, 
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Age,  withplain  and  natural  Food  ;  all  this  forms  Codies  capable 
ofperformmg  and  of  fuffering  incredible  Things ;  the  Excefs  of 
which,   as  I  have  already  obferved,    deftroys  many   before  they 
arrive  at  an  Age  of  Maturity,     We  have  feen  fome,  after  their 
Stomachs  were  fwelled  four  Inches,  flill  continue  eating  as  hear- 
tily as  if  they  had  juft  begun  :  When  they  find  thcmfclvcs  over- 
charged they  fmoke,  then  they  fleep,   and  when  they  wake  the 
Digeftion  is  generally  perfefted.  Sometimes  they  take  an  Emetic, 
after  which  they  begin  to  eat  again. 
In  the   Southern  Countries  they  have  but  little  Reftraint  in 
o-f  .    rr-  the  Article  of  Women  ;  who,  on  their  Side, 

ar2  very  laicivious.     rrom  hence  ariies  the 
Corruption  of  Manners,  which  for  fome  Years  pnfl  has  inre<fled 
the  Northern  Nations.     The  Iroquois  in  particular   were  chafle 
enough,  till  they  were  cohverfant  with  the  Illinois,    and  other 
neighbouring  People  of  Louijiana  :    They  have  gained  nothing 
by  their  Acquaintance  with  them,  but  adopting  their  Vices.     It 
is  certain  that  Effeminacy  and  Lull  were  carried  in  thefe  Parts  to 
the  greateft  Excefs.     There  were  amongfl  them  fome   Men  wno 
were  not  alhamed  to  drefs  themfelves  like- Women   and  to  fub- 
mit  to  all  the  Employments  that  belonged  to  the  Women  ;  from 
whence  there  followed   a  Corruption  that  cannot  be  exprefTed. 
Some  have  pretended,  that  this  Cullom  came  from  I  know  not 
what  Principle    of  Religion  :    But  this   Religion,    like  many 
others,  has  taken  its  Rife  from  the  Depravation  of  tlie  Heart  ; 
or  if  this  Cu'!   .n  took  its'  Rife  from  the  Spirit,  it  ended  in  the 
Flefli.      Thefe  effeminate  Perfons  never  marry,   and  abandon 
themfelves  to  the  mod  infamous  Paffions  j  they  are  alfo  treated 
with  the  greateft  Contempt. 
On  the  other  Hand,  though  the  Women  are  flrong  and  lufty, 
rrrt     1   r>      .        they  are  unfruitful.     Befides    the   Reafons  I 
•J  .»y    have  already  mentioned,  that  is  to  fay,  the 

irpeop  e  .  fpjj^^g  ^^^qj  take  to  fuckle  their  Children, 
their  Cuftomof  Continence  all  this  Time,  and  the  exceinve  La- 
bours they  are  obliged  to  undergo,  in  whatfoever  Condition  they 
find  themfelves,  this  Barrenncfs  proceeds  alfo  from  the  Cuftoia 
eilablifhed  in  many  Places,  which  permits  young  Women  topro- 
fHtute  themfelves  before  they  are  married  ;  add  to  this,  the  ex- 
treme Neceflity  to  which  thefe  People  are  often  reduced,  and  which 
takes  away  their  Defire  of  having  Children. 

For  the  reft,  it  is  certain,  that  they  have  great  Advantages  over 

77>  j4J      /  "^  »  ^"^  ^  confidcr,  as   the  chief  of  all,  the 

^1     ,  *        Perfedtnefs  of  their  Senfes,  eitiier  internal  or 

they  have (yver  us,  ^        i        t      c   •»        r    /u      c  l-  i 

-^  external.      In   bpite   ot    the    bnow,    which 

dazzles  their  Eyes,  and  the  Smoke,  which  almo'l  fmothers  them 
for  iix  Months  in  the  Year,  their  Sight  never  decays  :    Their 

/  •  •     •       Hearin(j 


i*!l*'<ia 


Villi 


214  An  WJiorical  Journal  of 

Hearing  is  extremely  quick,  and  their  Smelling  {q  esr^fuHtte,  that 
they  frnell  Fire  a  long  Time  before  they  can  (ftfcorer  h.  On 
Account  of  the  Exquiiitenefs  of  their  Smell,  they  can't  bear  the 
Scent  of  Muflt,  nor  any  ftron?  Smell.  They  fay  atfo,  that  they 
like  no  Odours,  but  thofe  of  Eatables. 

Their  Apprehenfionis  very  wonderful :  It  is  enough  for  them 
to  have  been  but  once  in  a  Place,  to  have  an  exa^  Idea  of  it, 
r/hich  is  never  effaced.  If  a  Foreft  is  ever  fo  laigv^  and  path- 
lefs,  they  crofs  it  without  wandering,  when  they  have  well  con- 
fidered  certain  Marks,  by  v/hich  they  guide  thenrfefrcs. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Acadia^  and  of  the  Environs  of  the  Gulf 
of  5/.  Laurence^  in  their  Canoes  of  Bark  (to  pafs  over  to  Terre  de 
Labrador  (Nenv  Britain)  to  feek  out  the  EJkimauXy  with  whom 
they  were  at  War)  would  go  thirty  or  forty  Leagues  on  the 
main  Sea  without  Compafs,  and  make  the  Land  exaAly  at  the 
Place  they  propofed.  In  the  moft  cloudy  Weather  they  will 
follow  the  Sun  many  Days,  without  making  any  Miftake  :  The 
beft  Clock  cannot  give  us  better  Information  of  the  Progrefs  of 
the  Sun,  than  they  can,  only  by  viewing  the  Sky  ;  h  that  do 
what  you  can  to  put  them  out  of  their  Way,  *tis  very  rare  that 
they  lofe  their  Route.  They  are  born  with  this  Talent  :  It 
is  not  the  Fruit  of  their  Obfervations,  nor  of  long  Cuffom  : 
Youth,  who  never  before  went  out  of  their  Village,  travel  as  fc- 
curely  as  thofe  who  have  been  molv  ufed  to  range  the  Country. 
The  Beauty  of  their  Imagination  is  equal  to  its  Vivacit) ,  and 
0-7  .  pj  this  appears  in  all  their  Difcourfe.     They  are 

t  oar  £.ioqmnce.    ^^j^j.    ^t  Repartee,  and  their  Speeches  are 

full  of  ihining  PafTages,  that  would  have  been  applauded  in  the 
public  AfTcmblies  at  Rome  and  Athens.  Their  Eloquence  has 
fomething  in  it  fo  ftrong,  fo  natural,  fo  pathetic,  that  Art  cannot 
attain,  and  which  the  Greeks  admired  in  the  Barbarians  :  And 
though  it  does  not  appear  to  be  fupported  by  Aflion,  though 
they  make  no  Geftures,  and  do  not  raife  their  Voice,  we  feel  that 
they  are  thoroughly  afTefted  with  what  they  fey,  and  their  Elo- 
quence is  perfuaflve. 
It  would  be  ftrange,  that  with  foch  a:  fine  Itrtagiiiatlon,  they 
^y  .    f^  fhould  not  have  an  excellent  Memt^ry.  They 

TibetrMm^y,      ^^^  deftitute  of  all  the  Heltos  we  have  in- 

ihll  Judment"*       ""^^^^'^  '°  ^^'^  °".''''  °'  ^^  ^"PP^f.  ^  ^^^^• 
"^  -/ "  i"'^"  •         Neverthelefs,  it  is  fcarcely  credible  of  how 

many  Matters,  with  what  particular  Circumftanccs,  and  with 
how  much  Order,  they  treat  in  their  Councils.  On  fomc  Occa- 
fions,  however,  they  ufe  little  Sticks,  to  rccolleft  the  Articles 
they  are  to  difcufs  j  and  by  this  they  form  a  Sort  of  local  Me- 
mory fo  certain,  that  they  will  fpeak  four  or  five  Hours  toge- 
ther, will  difplay  twenty  Prefcnts,  etch  of  which  requires  an  en- 
tire 


Travels  in  North  Amtrica. 


'5 


tire  Dirceurfe,  without  forgetting  any  Thing,  or  even  without 
H«fitatioii>  Their  Narration  is  clear  and  exa£t ;  and  though 
they  ufe  many  Allegories,  and  other  Figures,  it  is  animated,  and 
has  all  the  pleaiing  Tarns  which  their  Language  affords. 

They  have  a  true  and  folid  judgment,  and  go  diredly  to  the 
Mark  in  View,  without  ftopping,  without  wandering,  and  with- 
out bein|;  put  on  a  wrong  Scenf.  They  readily  conceive  all  that 
is  within  the  Compafs  of  their  Knowledge  ;  but  to  put  them  in 
a  Way  of  fucceeding  in  the  Arts,  without  which  they  have 
lived  hitherto,  as  they  have  not  the  leafl  Idea  of  them,  it  would 
require  a  great  deal  of  Labour  ;  and  the  more  To,  as  they  have 
the  highefl  Contempt  for  tvtxy  Thing  which  they  do  not  6nd 
neceflary,  that  is  to  Jay^  for  what  we  value  moft.  It  would  aifo 
be  no  imall  Difficulty  to  make  them  capable  of  Reilraint  and 
Application  in  Things  merely  fpeculative,  or  which  they  fhould 
look  upon  as  ufelefs.  As  to  what  relates  to  their  own  Concerns^, 
they  negle^  nothing,  nor  do  any  Thine  precipitately :  And 
though  they  iire  fo  flow  in  taking  their  Refolutions,  yet  they  arc 
as  warm  and  a<5live  in  putting  them  in  Execution.  This  is  ob. 
ierved  efpecially  of  the  Hurons  and  the  Iroquois.  They  are  not 
only  ready  at  Repartee,  but  al fo  witty. 

An  (httaouais,  named  Jahn  It  Blanc^  a  bad  Cbrifiiaft,  and  a 
great  Drunkard,  being  aflced  by  C<mte  d«  Fronttnac^  what  he 
thought  Brandy  was  made  of,  which  he  loved  fo  well,  faid  it  was 
an  Extrad  of  Tongues  and  Hearts  ;  for  (added  he)  when  I  have 
drank  it,  I  fear  nothing,  and  I  talk  to  Admiration. 

The  greateft  Part   of  them  have  truly  a  Noblenefs  and  an 

tru  •   r     *    r     Equality  of  Soul,  to  which  we   feldom  ar- 

oj  i^oiii.  ^     Philofophy  and  Religion.     Always  Mailers 

of  themfelves,  in  the  moft  fudden  Misfortunes,  we  can't  per- 
ceive the  leaft  Alteration  in  their  Countenances.  A  Prifoner, 
who  knows  in  what  his  Captivity  will  end,  or,  which  is  perhaps 
more  furprifrng,  who  is  ftill  uncertain  of  his  Fate,  does  not  lofe 
on  this  Account  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour's  Sleep  :  Even  the  firft 
Emotions  do  not  find  them  at  a  Fault. 

A  Huron  Captain  was  one  Day  infulted  and  Uruck  by  a  young 
Man.     Thofe  who  were  prefent,  would  have  punifhed  this  Au- 
dacioufnefs  on  the  Spot.     *'  Let  him  alone,    (faid   the  Capt  in) 
'  Did  not  you  fm  the  Earth  irembU  ?  He  is  Juffitiently  informed  of 
"  his  Folly  r 

Their  Conftancy  in  fufTering  Pain,   is  beyond  all  Expreflion. 

Th  'r  C    fi  ^   young  Woman  fliall  be  a  whole  Day  in 

.    f  ff.  •     p"^-^    Labour,  without   making   one  Cry  :    If  fhe 

•"    '"^    ^'"'      fhewed  the  leaft  Weaknefs,  they  would  efteem 

her  unworthy  to  be  a  Mother  ;  hecaufd,  as  they  fay,  Ihe  could 
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«nly  breed  Cowards.     Nothing  is  more  common,  than  to  fee 
Perfons  of  all  Ages,  and  of  both  Sexes,  fufFer  for  many  Hours, 
and  fometimes  many  Days  together,  the  iharpcft  EfFefts  of  Fire, 
and  all  that  the  mofl  induftrious  Fury  can  invent  to  make  it 
moft  painful,  without  letting   a   Sigh  efcape.     Thcjr  are  em- 
ployed for  the   moll  Part,   during  tlieir  Sufferings,  in  encou- 
raging their  Tormenters  by  the  moftinfulting  Reproaches, 
.     An  Oiitcigamiy  who  was  burnt  by  the  Illinois  with  the  utmoft 
Cruelty,  perceiving  a  Frenchman  among   the  Spectators,  begged 
of  him  that   he   would  help  his  Enemies  to  torment  him  ;  and 
upon  his  afiting  why  he  made  this  Requeft,  he  replied,  **  Bt- 
•  •  cai'fe  I  jhould  have  the  Comfort  cf  dying  by  the  Hands  of  a  Man. 
;*«  My  greateji  Grief  (adds  he)  is,    that  I  never  killed  a  Man  J* 
But  (faid  an  Illinois)  you  '.-a-ve  killed  fuch  and  fuch a  PerfonJ'* 
As  for  the  Illinois,  (replied  the  Prifoner)  I  have  killed  enough 
of  them,  hut  they  are  no  MenJ* 
What  I  haveobferved  in  another  Place,  Madam,  to  lefTen  the 
Aftoniihment  which  fuch  an  Infenfibility  fills  one  with,  does  not 
hinder  us  from  allowing   that  fuch  a  Behaviour  fhews  a  great 
deal  of  Bravery.     There  muft   always    be,  to  elevate  the   Soul 
above  the  Scnfe  of  Pain  to  fuch  a  Degree,  an  Effort  which  com- 
mon Souls  are  not  capable  of.     The  Savages  exercife  themfelves 
-  in  this  all  their  Lives,  and  accuflom  their  Children  to  it  from 
their  tendered  Years.     We  have  feen  little  Boys  and  Girls  tie 
themfelves  together  by  one  Arm,   and  put  a  lighted  Coal  be- 
tween them,  to  fee  which  would  fhake  it  off  firft.     In  fhort,  we 
mufl  alfo  allow,    that   according  to  Cicero'' s  Remark,    an  Habit 
of  I/abour  makes  us  bear  P.ain  more  eafily  (a).     But  there  are 
perhaps  no  Men  in  the  World  who  fatigue  themfelves  more  than 
the  Savages,  either  in   their   Huntings,   or  in  their  Journies. 
Laftly,   what  proves  that  this  Kind  of  Infenfibility  is  in  thefe 
Barbarians  the  EfTed  of  a  true  Courage,  is,  that  it  is  not  found 
in  all  of  them. 

It  is  not  furprifing  that  with  this  Greatnefs  of  Soul,  and  thefe 
elevated  Sentiments,  the  Savages  fliould  be  intrepid  in  Danger, 
and  cf  a  Courage,  Proof  againfl  every  Thing.  It  is  true,  that 
in  their  Wars  they  expofe  themfelves  as  little  as  may  be,  becaufe 
they  make  it  their  chief  Glory  never  to  buy  the  Viftory  at  a 
dear  Rate;  and  becaufe  of  their  Nations  not  being  numerous, 
they  have  made  it  a.  Maxim  not  to  weaken  them  :  But  when 
they  miift  fight,  they  do  it  like  Lions,  and  the  Sight  of  their 
Blood  does  but  encreafe  their  Strength  and  Courage.  They 
have  been  in  many  Aftions  with  our  brave  Men,  who  have  feen 
them  perform  Things  almoft  incredible. 

(a)  Confuetudo  enim  laborum  perpeffionem  dolorum  efiicit  faciliorem, 

2  lufc.  IS'  ' 
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A  Mifljonary  having  accompanied  feme  Abenak'ts  in  an  Expe- 
dition againft  Nfw  England^  and  knowing  that  a  great  Party  of 
the  Englijh  were  purfuing  them  in  their  Retreat,  endeavoured  all 
he  could  to  make  them  make  Hafle  forward,  but  without  £ffe£l. 
All  the  Anfwer  he  received,  was,  that  they  were  not  afraid  of 
thofe  People.  At  laft  all  the  Englijh  came  in  Sight,  and  they  were 
at  leaft  twenty  to  one.  The  Savages,  without  feeming  at  all  fur- 
prifed,  firft  conduced  the  Father  to  a  Place  of  Safety,  then 
went  and  waited  boldly  for  the  Enemy  in  a  Place  where  there 
was  only  fome  Stumps  of  Trees.  The  Engagement  lafled  al- 
moft  the  whole  Day.  The  Abenakis  did  not  lofe  a  Man,  and 
put  the  Englijh  to  Flight,  after  having  covered  the  Field  of 
Battle  with  the  Dead.^— I  had  this  Account  from  the  Mif- 
fionanrhimfelf  (aj. 

But  what  furprifes  infinitely  in  Men  whofe  whole  outward 

rrt  •  V  J  r  Appearance  proclaims  nothino-  but  Barbarity, 
.  ^^"'f'^'^'"^'  is  Z  fee  them  behave  ^  ch  other  with  fuch 
to  each  other.  Kindnefs   and  Reg:      .    that  are   not  to  be 

found  amongfl  the  moil  civilized  Nations.  Doubtlefs  this  pro- 
ceeds in  fome  MeafUre  from  the  Words  mine  and  thine  being 
as  yet  unknown  to  thefe  Savages.  Thofe  cold  Words,  as 
St.  Chryfojlom  calls  themi  Which  extinguifhing  in  our  Hearts  the 
Fire  of  Charity,  lights  up  that  of  Covetoufnefs.  We  are 
e(5^ually  charmed  with  that  natural  and  unafFefted  Gravity  which 
reigns  in  all  their  Behaviour,  in  all  their  Adlions,  and  in  the 
greateft  Part  of  their  Diverfions  ;  as  likewife  with  the  Civility 
and  Deference  they  fliew  to  their  Equals,  and  the  Refpeft  of 
young  People  to  the  Aged  ;  and  lalHy,  never  to  fee  them  quar- 
rel among  themfelves  with  thofe  indecent  Expreffions,  and  the 
Oaths  and  Curfes,  fo  common  amongft  us.  All  which  are  Proofs 
of  good  Senfe,  and  a  great  Command  of  Temper. 

I  have  already  faid,  that  one  of  their  Principles^  nnd  that  of 
which  they  are  the  moft  jealous,  is,  that  one  Man  owes  nothing 
to  another  :  But  from  this  bad  Maxim  they  draw  a  good  Infe- 
rence, that  is  to  fay y  that  we  muft  never  do  an  Injury  to  any 
Perfori,  from  whom  we  have  received  no  Wrong.  There  is  no- 
thing wanting  to  their  Happinefsj  but  to  behave  between  Na- 
tion and  Nation,  as  they  do  between  private  Perfons,  and  never 
to  attack  any  People  of  whom  they  have  no  Caufe  to  complain, 
and  not  to  carry  their  Revenge  fo  far. 

On  the  other  Hand,  we  muft  allow  that  what  we  moft  admire 
in  the  Savages,  is  not  always  pure  Virtue  ; 
that  Conftitution  and  Vanity  have  a  great 
Share  in  it,  and  that  their  beft  Qualities  arc 
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tarniflied  by  great  Vices.  Thefe  Men,  who  at  firft  View  ap- 
pear to  us  fo  contemptible,  of  all  Mankind  have  the  greateft 
Contempt  for  all  others,  and  the  higheft  Opinion  of  themfelves. 
The  proudeft  of  all  were  the  Huronst  before  SuccefTes  had  lifted 
up  the  Hearts  of  the  Irofuoht  and  grafted  in  them  a  Haughti- 
nefi,  which  nothing  can  yet  fupprefs,  on  a  fierce  Rudenefs, 
which  before  was  their  diftingui/hine  Chara^er. 

On  the  other  Side,  thefe  People,  fo  proud  and  jealous  of  their 
Liberty,  are  beyond  all  Imagination  Slaves  to  Human  Refpefi : 
They  are  accufed  of  being  light  and  inconftant ;  but  they  are 
fo,  rather  through  a  Spirit  of  Independence,  than  by  Charadler, 
as  I  have  obferved  of  the  Canadians.  They  are  dilbuHful  and 
fufpicious,  cfpecially  towards  us  ;  treacherous,  when  their  In- 
iext^  is  concerned  ;  Diflbmblers,  and  revengeful  to  Excefs. 
Time  does  not  abate  in  them  their  Defire  of  Revenge  :  It  is  the 
moft  precious  Inheritance  which  they  leave  to  their  Children, 
and  which  is  tranfmitted  from  Generation  to  Generation,  till 
they  find  an  Opportunity  to  execute  it. 

As  to  what  we  call  more  particularly  the  Qualities  of  the 

'  0ual't'  f  th  ^"*"'»  ^^  Savages  do  not  value  themfelves 
,    XQiaimes  t>j     t     ^luch  ©n  them  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly, 

"^^  '  they  are  not  Virtues  in  them.     Fnendfhip, 

Compafiion,  Gratitude,  Attachment,  they  have  fomething  of  all 
this,  but  it  is  not  in  the  Heart ;  and  in  them  it  is  lefs  the  Efiedt 
of  a  good  Difpofition,  than  of  Reflexion,  or  InAinA.  The  Care 
they  take  of  Orphans,  Widows,  and  the  Infirm,  and  the  HoTpita* 
lity  they  exerciie  in  fuch  an  admirable  Manner,  are  to  them  only 
the  Confequence  of  their  Perfuafion,  that  all  Things  ought  to 
be  in  common  among  Men.  Fathers  and  Mothers  have  a  Fond- 
nefs  for  their  Children,  which  rifes  even  to  Weaknefs  ;  but 
which  does  not  incline  them  to  make  them  virtuous,  and  which 
appears  to  be  purely  Animal.  Children,  on  their  Side,  have  no 
natural  Gratitude  for  their  Parents,  and  they  even  treat  ihem 
fometimes  with  Indignity,  efpecially  their  Fathers.  I  have 
heard  fome  Examples  of  this  Sort,  that  are  horrible,  and  which 
cannot  be  related :  But  here  f<^Ilows  one  Inftance  that  was  pub- 
lic. 

An  /rfffKWj,  who  ferved  a  long  Time  in  our  Troops  againfthis, 

P      4,1     f  the    own  Nation,  and  even  as  an  Oflicer,   met  his 

f-   T^Tan'     ^    Father  in  an  Engagement,  and  was  going  to 

*ii,'jy^  '""  f-  kill  bim.  When  he  difcovejed  who  he  was, 
ChiUren  for  their     ^^  ^^jj  ,^j^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^j^  ^^  j^j^^  „  ^^^ 

faren  s.  „  jf^^^^  once  given  me  Life^  and  now  I  give  it  ta 

■*  you.  Let  me  meet  ivith  you  no  more;  for  I  ha've  paid  the  Debt  I 
•'  o'w*d you.'**  Nothing  can  better  prove  the  Nexeifity  of  Edu- 
cation, and  that  Nature  alone  does  not  fnfiiciently  infirufl  us  in 

our 


P„,i„larP>ie^-    OfefolncTi.    Every  o«  »»°»8^        tetwctn 

f^p,amnsth.Sa-    Friend  Marly  of  h«o«»S„,,  ^Mih 

,4"-  whom  there  is  a  ?»'»*J,f  ,|e!r  common  In- 

ie    but  oS  wh?  did  nQt.P«f«V'^\^ed  Ais  MiffioWty,  if   . 

;"t?e>frJXv^.»-r4s  ^Hi:irrtey 'at'^hf 

Tys  depenl: .  Some  report  ^^'^^^oU  believe  at  leaft  «  » 

.  '"Xciur.f  ^Sava«.d«.not  ^^ro«^^^^^^^^^ 

* "  tweenthe  we  ana  u  ^       (Wafthy ,  and 

'^heCdhur  of     ^^^^  imagined.     ^.^^^^ . -^  appears  more  in 

the  Salvages.  of  a  dirty  dark R«^»  ^^y^is  -Jlot  their  natu- 

'         iSs^RTd^- \Td"it  iTfu^r^Sng  f  t  X^^^;  o  thl^eat  H-s 
c'o^trn^tu^^^  all  the  Inclemen- 

of  the  Sun  in  Summer,  »nd>in  *ii  P 
ciesof  the  Air,  .  ^ 
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It  is  not  fo  eafy  to  give  a  Reafon  wky  they  have  not  a  Hair 

my  thiy  ha<ve  °"  ^'^^l  ^^''^'i^^u  ^A  excepting  the  Hairs  of 
no  Beards  Head,  which  they  have  all  very  black, 

the  Eye  Lafhes,  and  Eyebrows,  which  fome 
alfo  plucic  off ;  and  'tis  the  fame  Cafe  with  almoft  all  the  Amt- 
ricans.  What  makes  it  ftill  more  furprifing,  is,  that  their  Chi], 
dren  are  born  ^<rith  a  thin  Hair,  and  pretty  long,  all  over  their  Bo- 
dies, but  which  difappears  after  eight  Diys.  The  old  Men  have 
alfo  fome  Hairs  on  the  Chin,  as  we  fee  fome  old  Women  have 
with  us.  I  have  ki^own  fome  who  attribute  this  Singularity  to 
the  conflant  Cuflot^  the  Americans  have  of  fmoking,  knd  which 
is  common  to  both  Sexes.  Others  think  it  more  natural  to  fay, 
that  this  proceeds  from  the  Quality  of  their  Blood  ;  which  be- 
ing more  pure,  becaufe  of  thePlainnefs  of  their  Aliments,  pro- 
duces lefs  of  thofe  Superfluities,  which  our's,  being  morcgrofs, 
fupplies  fo  plentifully^ ;  or  that  having  fewer  Salts,  it  is  lefs  fit  for 
thele  Sort  of  Produftions.  There  is  no  Doubt  that  it  is  at  leaft 
this  Plain nefs  of  Food  which  renders  the  Savages  fo  fwift  of 
Foot.  I  have  fpen  a  Man  who  came  from  an  Ifland  not  far  from 
JapoMy  who,  before  he  had  eat  any  Bread,  aflured  me  that  he 
could  travel  on  Foot  thirty  Leagues  a  Day,  commonly  without 
Fatigur  ;  but  fince  he  had  been  ufed  to  Bread,  he  could  not  tra- 
vel with  the  fame  Eafe. 

This  is  certain,  that  our  Savages  think  it  a  very  great  Beauty 
to  have  no  Hair  |)ut  on  the  Head  ;  that  if  they  have  any 
grow  on  their  Chin,  they  pluck  it  off  direftly  ;  that  the  f'aro- 
/M»/,  the  firft  Time  they  faw  them,  appeared  frightful  to  them 
with  their  long  Beards,  as  was  then  the  Fafliion  ;  that  they  do 
not  think  our  white  Colour  handfome  ;  and  that  they  founa  the 
Flefh  of  the  Englijh  and  Frenchy  when  they  eat  it,  of  a  bad 
Ta/le,  becaufe  it  was  fait. 

Thus,  Madam,  the  Idea  which  we  formerly  had  iiviffwrtf/^of 
Savages,  which  were  reprefented  as  hairy  Men,  is  not  only  en- 
tirely the  Reverfe  of  the  Americaniy  but  it  is  exaAly  that  which 
they  at  firil  had  of  us,  becaufe  they  thought  al}  our  Bodies  were 
like  our  Breads  and  Chins.  ^     ^ 
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Journey  to  the  River  Sr.  Josivu.  Remarks  on  the  Rt<vers  fwhicb 
run  into  Lake  Michigan  from  the  Eafi  Of  Father  Mar- 
ijUBTTE's  Rifvert  aud  the  Origin  of  its  Name.  Tvjo  Games 
of  the  Savages.  Some  Remarks  on  the  Character  of  theft 
People, 


Madam, 


St.  Joseph,  Auguft  i6. 


J^ anger  of  the  Na- 
mgation  of  Lake 
Michigan. 


IT  is  eight  Days  fince  I  arrived  at  this  Poft,  where  we  have 
a  Miffion,  and  where  there  is  a  Commandant  with  a  fmal) 
Garrifon.  The  Houfe  of  the  Commandant,  which  is  a  trifling 
Thing,  is  called  the  Fort,  becanfc  it  is  furrounded  with  a  poor 
Palifade,  and  it  is  much  the  fame  Thing  in  all  other  Places, 
excepting  the  Forts  of  Chambly  and  Cataracoui,  which  are  real 
Fortreffes.  There  are  however  in  all  of  them  feme  Pieces  of 
Cannon  or  Pattereroes,  which,  in  Cafe  of  Need,  are  fufficient  to 
prevent  a  Coup  de  Mai/ ,  and  to  keep  the  Savages  in  Awe. 
We  have  here  two  Villages  of  Savages,  one  of  Miamis  and 
the  other  of  Pouteouatamiest  they  are  both  for 
the  moft  Part  Chrijiiansy  but  they  have  been 
a  long  Time  without  Paftors,  and  the  Mif- 
fionary  that  was  lately  fent  hither  will  have 
no  little  Trouble  to  reftore  the  Exercife  of  Religion.  The 
River  St.  Jofeph  comes  from  the  South  Eaft  to  difcharge  itfelf 
into  the  Bottom  of  Lake  Michigan^  the  Bail  Coail  of  which  we 
muft  range,  which  is  a  hundred  Leagues  long,  before  we  enter 
this  River.  Then  we  go  up  it  two  hundred  Leagues  to  arrive 
at  the  Fort :  This  Navigation  requires  much  Care,  becaufe 
when  the  Wind  comes  from  the  open  Lake,  that  is,  the  Weft, 
the  Waves  are  the  whole  length  of  the  Lake ;  and  the  Weft 
Winds  are  very  common  here.  It  is  alfo  very  probable  that 
the  Number  of  Rivers,  which  run  into  the  Lake  on  the  Weft  Side, 
eontribute  by  the  Shock  of  their  Currents  with  th:  Waves,  to 
render  the  Navigation  more  dangerous :  It  is  certain  that  there 

are  few  Places  in  Canada  where  there  are  more  Wrecks But 

I  Ipake  up  my  Journal  again  where  I  left  off. 
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ill  An  'ff ififfricai  Jmrnal  of  " 

The  firfl:  oi  Jugujiy  after  having  failed  Crofs  a  Bsiy  that  is  thirty 

Tlevtarks  on  fhe    ^-?^»*"  ^^^^P'-  ^  ^^^'   ^"  5^«  %*^'  t*^*^  !«" 
Ri'vers    toe    meet 
nvith  in  this  Route. 


of  Caftort  which  appeared  to  be  very  well 
wooded  ;  and  fome  Leagues  further,  on  the 
Left.  I  perceived  on  an^minence  of  Sand  a 


Kind  of  Bufh,  which,  when  we  are  over  againft  it  has  the  Shape 
of  an   Animal  lying  down.     The  French  call  it  Uours  qui  dort 


(the.JkepingBtar)y  and  the  Savaj?es  the  Bear  lying  down.     I  went 
twenty  l^eagues  that  Day,  and  encamped  in  a  litile  Ifland, 
4A?  .30'  T>Iorth  Latitude ;  this  is  nearly  the  Latitude  cSTHmhreal. 
Wxom  the  Entrance  of  Lake  Michigan  to  this  Ifland,  the  Coaft 
is  very  fandy,  but  if  we  go  a  little  Way  into  the  Country  it  ap- 
pears  to  be  very  good,  at  leaft  to  judge  of  it  by  the  fine  Forells 
vrith  v^ichit  is  covered.   On  the  other  Hand,  it  is  well  watered, 
for  we  went  not  a  League  without  difcovering  either  fome  large 
firobic,  or  fome  pretty  River,  and  the  farther  we  :gio  South,  the 
■Rivers  j^ow  larger,  and 'have  a    longer  Courfe,  the  Ptninfnlay 
itwiiith  rep'iratcs  Lake  JUiehigan  from  Lake  HuiroHt  growing  wider 
'asiitad%Tinces  to  the  South.     Nevertfael^fs,  the  jgieateft  Part  of 
"tifde  Rivers  are  but  narrow,  and  (hallow  at  th»irMoath.« ;  but 
"they  have  this  Singularity,  that  theyfotm  X«kes  uesr^tfacr  En- 
trance of  two,  three,  or 'four  Leagues  round.  '  This  proceeds, 
noDotrbt,   from  the  Quantity  of  Sand  Whirh  they  bring  down : 
Thefe  'Sands  being  driven  back  by  the  Waves  of  the  Lake, 
Wluch  ahnoft  always  come  from  the  Weft,  gather  at  the  Mouths 
t)f  the  Rivers,  whofe  Waters  being  ftopt  fay  thefe  Banks,   which 
vheypafs. over  with  Difficulty,  bave  mode  themfcflves  by  Degrees 
'thefe  Lakes,  or  Ponds,  Which  prevent  the  Inundation  df  the 
whole  Country  when  cthe  Snows  imelt. 

On-tte  third  I  entered  Father  Marfuette*j  tLivcr  tG  escamine  if 
JT  *L^     -k/i        wli^t  1  had 'heard  of  it  was  true.     It  is  at 

fl«ett?r;?W    "    «  only  «^B«»«*»  bttt  fift«n  P«^«  l^ig^e^ 
«l  vfr.       which  is 'near  twn>  Leasnestround,  to<natke  a 

TalTage  for  it  into  the  Miehigany  one  would  think  they  had  dug 

aw^y  with  Pickaxes,  a  gceat  Miil,  which  we  Ibave  to  the  Left 

atthe^ntranre,  and  on  the  Ri^btthe  Coaft  ^is  vseny  \xM  for  the 

length  of  a  good  Mtfftet-^hot.;   then  all  at  on«e»itmftfs  very 

'iiign.     It  'had  been  thus  reprefentedto  me.;  oonveming  which, 

thts    is  the  coriflam    Tradition  <&f    all  our  tDravdlers,   and 

^faat  I  have -heard  f^m  feime  atitient  Miffionaries. 

Father  JMjf  Marfueftet  a  Native  of  Xant  in /P/'m^,  where 

fiis  Family 'ftill^ioHs  a  dffiingttifhed  Rank,   was  cue  of  the  moll 

llluftrious  Millionaries  of  -Pikw  -^ance ;  he  travdlled  over  almoll 

all  Parts  of  it,  and  made  many  Difcoveries ;  the  laft  of  which 

was  the  Miffijpppi,  which   he  entered  with  the  Sieur  Joliet  in 

1673.    Two  Years  after  this  Difcovery,  of  which  he  publifhed 

an 
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an  Account,  as  he  waa  going  from  Chicagouj  wHch  is  at  tho 
Bottom  of  Lake  MukigMt,  to  MichilliinmhiniUy  he  entered  the  Ri* 
ver  I  am  fpeaking  of;  the  Entrance  of  which  was  then  at  the 
Extremity  of  the  low  Land,  which  I  have  faid  w«  loavc  to 
the  Right  at  entering  it.  Ke  fvt  up  his  Altar  here,  and  faid 
Mafs.  After  this,  he  went  a  little  Diftance  to  return  Thanks, 
and  prayed  the  two  Men  who  managed  his  Canoe,  to  leave  him 
alone  for  half  an  Hour.  This  Time  being  expired,  they  went 
to  feek  him,  and  were  greatly  furprifed'  to  find  him  dead  ;  but 
they  recolle^d,  that  upon  entering  the  River,  he  had  faid  that 
he  mould  finifti  his  Journey  there.  Neverthelefs,  as  it  was  too 
far  from  thence  to  Mirhiliimakirac,  to  carry  his  Body  thither,  they 
buried  him  pretty  near  the  Side  of  the  River  ;  which  from  that 
Time  has  retired,  as  out  of  Refpedl,  to  the  Cape,  at  the  Foot  of 
which  it  now  runs,  and  where  it  has  made  a  new  Pa/Tage.  ifho 
Year  following,  one  of  the  two  Men  who  had  performed  the 
laft  Duties  to  this  Servant  of  God,  returned  to  the  Place  where 
he  had  buried  him,  took  up  his  Remains,  and  carried  them  to 
Wchillimakhac,  I  could  not  learn,  ©r  I  have  forgot,  what  Name 
this  River  had  before;  but  at  prefent  the  Savages  always  call  it 
the  River  of  the  Black  Gorvn  (a).  The  French  have  given  it 
the  Nanre  of  Pather  Marquette  ;  and  never  fail  to  invoke  him, 
when  they  find  themfelves  in  any  Danger  on  the  Lake  Michigan. 
Many  have  affirmed,  that  they  believe  it  was  owing  to  his  Inter- 
ceffion,  that  they  hare  efcaped  vetv  great  Dangers. 
I  went  three  Leagues  further  tnat  Day,  and  encamped  at  the 
r)f    L      J     J    Entrance  of  the  River  St.  Nicolast  on  the  Side 

the ihiuPituT  °^.? p^"'y  ^f"'^  '^^'''K ^°"r.' ^"' "^ ^" 

wide  as  the  former.     1  found  here  a  great 
Number  <5f  red  and  white  Pines,  the  laft  have  the  hardeft  Bark, 
but  thebeft  Wood,  and  fhed  a  Gum  v/hich  is   pretty  fine;   the 
fwft  have  the  fofteft  Bark,  but  the  Wood  is  heavier.     They  draw 
from  thefe  the  Tar  of  which  the  beft  Pitch  is  made,     /failed 
thus  pleafantly  to  the  River  St.  Jofephy  which  I  entered  the  6th, 
very  late,  or  the  7th  very  early  in   the  Morning,   for  it  was 
about  Midnight  when  we  arrived  here,  having  refted  ourfelvet 
two  good  Hours  at  the  Side  of  the  Lake  of  La  Riwere  Noire- 
(the  Black  River )y  which  is  eight  Leagues  diftant,   and  where- 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  Gin-fcng. 
The  River  St.  Jo/eph  is  above  a  hundred  Leagues   long>  an4* 
A  Ad      t  re  f    *'*  Source  is  not  far  from  Lake  Erile<    It   \$ 
the  Auth'c'r^s  ""in  tL    J^^'S^^le  eighty  Leagues,  and  in  the  twenty- 

River^K.  Jofeph.     ^r ^^"^^Tc  \  "^'"^  "/  J°  f!,"**  "^ 

•'      ^        the  hort,    I  faw  none  but  good   Lands,   co» 

vered  with  Trees  of  a  prodigious  Height,  under  which  there 

*  (a)  Thus  the  Savages  call  the  Jefuits.    They  call  the  Priefts,    ths  tVhiu 
Capes  J  and  the  Recollcts,  the  Grfy  Gdwrn, 
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grows  in  fome  Places  very  fine  Capillairey  (Maiden  Hair).  I  was 
two  Days  making  this  Way,  but  the  Night  of  the  firft  was  very 
near  putting  an  End  to  my  Journey.  I  was  taken  for  a  Bear, 
and  I  was  within  a  Hair's  Breadth  of  being  killed  under  this  De- 
nomination, by  one  of  my  Canoe  Men  in  the  following  Manner. 
After  Supper  and  Prayer,  as  it  was  very  hot,  I  went  to  take  j^ 
Walk,  keeping  always  by  the  Side  of  the  River.  A  Spaniel 
that  followed  me  every  where,  took  i.  Fancy  to  jump  into  the 
River,  to  fetch  I  know  not  what,  which  I  had  thrown  in  with, 
out  Thought.  My  People,  who  thought  I  was  g^one  to  Reft, 
cfpecially  as  it  was  late,  and  the  Night  dark,  hearing  the  Noife 
this  Creature  made,  thought  it  was  a  Roe-Buck  that  was  croffing 
the  River  ;  and  two  of  them  immediately  fet  out  with  their 
Guns  charged.  Luckily  for  me,  one  of  the  two,  who  was  a 
blundering  Fellow,  was  called  back  by  the  refl,  for  Fear  he 
ihould  occafion  the  Lofs  of  their  Game  ;  otherwife  it  might 
have  happened,  that  by  his  blundering  I  fhould  have  been  (hot. 

The  other  advancing  flowly*  perceived  me  about  twenty 
Paces  from  him,  and  made  no  Doubt  that  it  was  a  Bear  Handing 
upon  his  hind  Feet,  as  thefe  Animals  always  do  when  they  hear 
a  Noife.  At  this  Sight  he  cocks  his  Gun,  which  he  had  loaded 
with  three  Balls  ;  and  crouching  down  almoft  t§  the  Ground, 
made  his  Approaches  as  filently  as  poflible.  He  v^as  going  to 
fire,  when  on  my  Side  I  thought  I  faw  fomething,  without  be- 
ing able  to  diflinguifh  what  it  was  ;  but  as  I  could  not  doubt  but 
that  it  was  one  of  my  People,  I  thought  proper  to  afk  him  if  by 
Chance  he  did  not  take  me  for  a  Bear  :  He  made  me  no  An- 
fwer,  and  when  I  came  up  to  him,  I  found  him  like  one  Thun- 
der-ftruck,  and  as  it  were  feized  with  Horror  at  the  Blow  he 
was  juft  going  to  give.  It  was  his  Comrades  who  told  me  what 
had  pafled. 

The  River  5/.  Jofcph  is  fo  convenient  for  the  Trade  of  all 
Parts  of  Canada^  that  it  is  no  Wonder  it  has  always  been  much 
frequented  by  the  Savages.  Furthermore,  it  waters  a  very  fertile 
Country :  But  this  is  not  what  thefe  People  value  moft .  It 
is  even  a  great  Lofs  to  give  them  good  Lands :  Either  they 
make  no  Ufe  of  them,  or  they  foon  make  them  poor  by  fowing 
their  Maiz. 

The  Ma/coutins  had,  not  long  11  nee,  a  Settlement  on  this  Ri- 
ver ;  but  they  are  returned  to  their  own  Country,  which  is,  as 
.  they  fay,  ftill  finer.  The  Pouteouatamies  have  fuccefllvely  occu- 
pied here  feveral  Polls,  and  remain  here  ftill.  Their  Village  is 
on'  the  fame  Side  as  the  Fort,  a  little  lower,  and  on  a  very  fine 
Spot.  The  Village  of  the  Miamits  is  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
River.  ft 
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Thefe  Savages  who  have  at  all^Tinies  applied  themfelves  more 

Of  the  Gin-feng    ^^*"  *«  ^*"»  *°  P^^*^^'  J^«'  /  j»»f,^  ^  t!?"^ 
rr^^fiAii  <*"  Gm-fengy  and  are  perfuaded  that  this 

#/i.anaaa.  pj^^  ^^  ^^^^  y.^.^^^  ^^  ^.^^^^^  Women  fruit- 

ful. But  I  do  not  think  that  it  was  for  this  Reafon  they  called  it 
Ahe/outchenza,  which  means  a  Child  :  It  owes  this  Name  to  the 
Shape  of  its  Root,  at  leaft  among  the  Iroquois.  You  have  feen 
without  Doubt,  Madam,  what  Father  Lafttauy  who  brought  it 
firft  to  France^  has  wrote  of  it  under  the  Name  of  AurtUa  Cana- 
denjii  :  It  is  at  leail  for  Shape  abfolutely  the  fame  as  that  which 
comes  to  us  from  CUfina,  and  which  the  CJ^ne/i  get  from  Corea 
and  Tartary.  The  Name  they  give  it,  which  iignifies  the 
Likenefs  of  a  Man ;  the  Virtues  they  attribute  to  it,  and  which 
have  been  experienced  in  Canada  by  thofe  who  have  u&d  it,  and 
the  Conformity  of  the  Climate  (aj^  are  great  Reafons  to  think, 
that  if  we  took  it  as  coming  from  Chinay  it  would  be  as  much 
edeemed  as  that  the  Chinee  fell  us ;  perhaps  it  is  fo  little  ef> 
teemed  by  us,  becauie  it  grows  in  a  Countiy  that  belongs  to 
us,  and  that  it  has  not  the  Recommendation  of  being  entirely 
Foreign. 
In  going  ap  the  River  St.  Jofeph,  I  obferved  feveral  Trees, 
c\r  4L     »  which  I  had  not  feen   in  any  other  Place. 

cr    -^    j\l  T?    The  moft  remarkable,  and  which  I  took  at 

V^^^'  large,  and  bears  Beans  which  appear  very 

good  to  the  Eye ;  but  the  more  they  are  boiled  the  harder  they 
grow,  fo  that  they  could  never  be  ufed.  The  Fields  which  fur* 
round  the  Fort  are  fo  full  of  Sa/Tafras,  that  it  perfumes  the  Air ; 
but  it  is  not  a  great  Tree  as  in  Carolina :  They  are  little  Shrubs 
which  grow  near  the  Ground ;  perhaps  alfo  they  are  but  Shoots 
of  the  Trees  that  were  cut  down  to  clear  the  £nvirons  of  the 
Fort,  and  of  the  Savage  Villages. 
There  are  here  many  Simples,  which  they  fay  the  Savages 
make  Ufe  of  a  little  at  a  Venture,  without 
any  other  Principle  than  a  flight  Experiment 
made  by  Chance,  and  which  fometimes  de- 
ceiyes  them ;  for  the  fa?ie  Remedies  do  not 
aft  equally  on  all  Sorts  of  Sj^bjefls,  atvacked 
with  the  fame  Diftempers ;  but  thefe  People 
know  not  how  to  make  all  thefe  Diftinflions.  One  Thing  which 
much  furprifes  me,  is  the  impenetrable  Secrecy  t^icy  keep  con- 


iSecrecy  of  the 
Savartf    cpncerfi- 
ing  their  ^impleft 
and  the  Mines  of 
their  Cojtnfry, 


(•)  The  Slack  River  (la  Riviere  Noire)  is  in  4?  Deg.  50  Min.  it  is  in 
the  fame  Latitude  they  get  the  Gin-feng  of  Corea  for  the  Emperor  ol  China, 
Some  of  our's  has  been  carried  to  China,  and  being  prepared  by  the  Chinefe, 
they  have  fold  it  as  coming  from  Ctrta  or  Tanary^  for  the  reft;  this  Prepa- 
ration adds  nothing  to  it. 
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cerning  their  Simples,  or  the  little  Curiofity  of  the  Freaeh  to 

St  the  Knowledge  of  them.  ^  If  the  laft  are  not  in  Fault,  no- 
ing  nukes  it  appear  more,  in  mv  Opinion,  xk^t  the  Sarares 
are  not  pleafed  to  fee  us  in  their  wouBtry :  And  we  have  wktt 
Proofs,  wluch  are  as  clear  as  this.    It  is  very  likely  aUb  that 
they  are  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  Regard  to  their  Simples,  as 
they  are  about  their  Minej  {  that  is  tojM,  that  they  would  iaou. 
die,  if  they  difcovered  any  of  them  to  dtraajgers. 
The  Savages  of  thefe  Farts  are  naturally  Thieves,  and  think 
^., ..    w.     .       all  good  Prizes  that  they  can  catch.    It  is 
u/tb€Mtamts,     ^^^  ^jj^^  jf  ^g  ^^^  difcover  that  we  have 

loft  any  Thing,  it  is  fufiicient  to  inform  the  Chief  of  it,  and 
we  are  fure  to  recover  it;  but  we  muft  give  the  Chief  more  tuan 
the  Value  of  the  Thing,  and  he  requires  farther  fome  Trifle  for 
the  Perfon  that  found  it,  and  who  is  probably  the  Thief  him- 
felf :  I  happened  to  be  in  this  Cafe  the  Day  after  my  Ar^val, 
and  they  (hewed  me  no  Favour.  Thefe  Barbarians  would  fooner 
en|[age  in  a  War  than  make  the  leaft  Concef&ons  on  this 
Point. 

Some  Days  after  I  paid  a  Vifit  to  the  Chief  of  the  Miamus^ 
who  bad  got  the  Start  of  me :  He  is  a  tall  Man,  well  fhaped, 
but  much  disfigured,  for  he  has  no  Nofe  :  I  was  told  that  this 
Misfortune  happened  to  him  in  a  drunken- bout.  When  he 
heard  I  was  coming  to  fee  him,  he  went  and  placed  himfelf  at 
the  Bottom  of  his  Cabin,  on  a'  Sort  of  an  Alcove,  where  I 
found  him  fitting  with  his  Legs  acrofs,  after  the  Eaftern  Man- 
ner, He  faid  very  little  to  me,  and  feemed  to  aflume  a  proud 
Gravity,  which  he  did  not  maintain  well :  This  is  the  firft  Sa- 
vage Chief  that  I  faw,  who  obfervcd  this  Ceremony  ;  but  I  was 
told  beforehand  that  he  muft  be  treated  in  the  fame  Way,  if  you 
would  not  be  defpifed  by  him. 

That  Day  the  Poweouatamis  were  come  to  play  at  the  Game  of 

fT-L    n  r      Stranvs  witli  the  Miamts :   They  played  in  the 

The  Lrame  of      ^j^^  ^^^j^  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^^^    ^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

fmall  Reeds  about  the  Bignefs  of  a  Wheat  Straw,  and  about  fix 
Inches  long.  They  take  a  Parcel,  which  are  commonly  two 
hundred  and  one,  and  always  an  odd  Number.  After  having 
fhuffled  them  well  to|;ether,  making  a  thoufand  Contorfions, 
and  invoking  the  Genii,  they  feparate  them  with  a  Kind  of  an 
Awl,  or  a  pointed  Bone,  into  Parcels  of  ten  each :  Every  one 
takes  his  own  at  a  Venture,  and  he  that  happens  to  get  the  Par- 
cel with  eleven,  gains  a  certain  Number  of  Points  that  are  a- 
greed  on.  The  whole  Game  is  fixty  or  eighty. 

There  are  other  V/ays  of  playing  this  Game,  and  they  would 
have  explained  them  to  me,  but  I  did  not  comprehend  it,  only 
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that  fometimes  the  Nomber  Nine  wins  Uie  Game.    They  added, 

that  there  was  as  mnch  Skill  as  Hazard  in  this  Game,  and  that  the 

Savages  are  great  Sharpers  in  this  as  well  as  in  alt  other  Games  ; 

and  that  they  are  fo  eager  at  it,  that  they  play  whole  Days  and 

Nij^hts,  and  fometimes  do  not  leave  ofi*  playing  till   they  are 

quite  naked,  and  have  nothing  more  to  lofe.     They  have  another 

Game,  at  which  they  do  ndi  play  for  any  Thing,  but  merely  for 

Diverfion;  but  it  has  almoft  always  fomc  bad  Qonfequences 

with  Refped  to  their  Manners. 

As  foon  as  it  is  Night,   they  fet  up  in  the  Middle  of  a  great 

J  4L^  n  Cabin  feveral  Pofts  in  a  Ring,  in  the  Midft 

Anotbtr  Lrame.      ^^^  ^j^^.  £aftrumenta  of  Mufic :  They  place 

on  each  Poft  a  Packet  of  Down,  and  which  mai!>be  each  of  a 
different  Colour.  The  young  People  of  both  Sexes,  mingled 
together,  dance  round  about  thefe  Pofts  :  The  young  Women 
have  alfo  Down  of  the  Colour  they  like.  From  Time  to  Time 
a  young  Man  fteps  out  of  the  Ring,  and  goes  to  fake  from  a 
Fdl  fome  Down  of  the  Colour  which  he  knows  hb  Miftrefs 
likes,  and  putting  it  upon  his  Head,  he  dances  round  her,  and 
by  a  Sign  appoints  her  a  Place  of  Rendezvous.  When  the 
Dance  is  over,  the  Feaft  begins,  and  lafts  all  Day :  At  Night 
everyone  retires,  and  the  youn^;  Women' manage.  Matters  fo 
well,  that  in  Spite  of  the  Vigilance  of  their  Mothers,  they  go  to 
the  Place  of  Aflignation. 

The  Miamis  have  two  Games  more,  the  iifft  of  which  is  ' 
called  the  Gamg  of  the  Bat.  They  play  at  it  with  a  Ball,  and 
Sticks  bent  and  ending  in  a  Kind  of  Racket.  '  They  fet  op 
two  Pofts,  which  ferve  for  Bounds,  and  which  are  diftant  from 
each  other  according  to  the  Number  of  Players.  For  Inftance, 
if  they  are  eighty,  there  is  half  a  League  Diftance  between  the 
Pofts.  The  Players  are  divided  into  two  Bands,  which  have  each 
their  Poft :  Their  Bniinefs  is  to  ftrike  the  Ball  to  the  Poft  of 
the  adverfe  Party  without  letting  it  fall  to  the  Ground,  and 
without  touching  it  with  the  Hand,  for  in  either  of  thefe  Cafet 
they  lofe  the  Game,  unlefs  he  who  makes  the  Fault  repairs  it 
by  ftriking  the  Ball  at  one  Blow  to  the  Poft,  which  is  often  im- 
poffible.  Thefe  Savages  are  fo  dexterous  at  catching  the  Ball 
with  their  Bats,  that  lometimes  one  Game  will  laft  many  Days 
together. 

The  fecond  Came  is  much  like  the  former,  but  is  not  (b  dan- 
gerous. They  mark  out  two  Bounds,  as  in  the  firft,  and  the 
Players  occupy  all  the  Space  between.  He  that  is  to  begin, 
throws  a  Ball  up  in  the  Air  as  perpendicularly  as  poffible,  that 
he  may  catch  it  the  better,  ana  throw  it  towards  the  Bounds. 
All  the  others  have  their  Hands  lifted  up,  and  he  that  catches 
the  Ball  repeats  the  fame,  or  throws  the  Ball  to  one  of  his  Band 
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.  that  he:  Judges  more  nimble  and  dexterous  than  hiihfelf ;  foht9 
t  win  the  Game,  the  Ball  muft  never  have  been  in  the  Hands  of 
the  adverfe  Party  before  it  comes  to  the  Bound.    The  Women 
alio  play  at  this  Game,  but  it  is  but  feldom :  Their  Bands  coaftft 
of  four  or  five,  and  the  firft  that  lets  the  Ball  fall,  lofes  the 
Game. 
The  Pottteouatumh  have  here  a  Chief,  and  an  Orator,  who 
are    Perfons  of    Merit.      The  firil,  named 
Piremotit  is  a  Man  upwards  of  fixty,  very  fo- 
ber  and  prudent :  The  fecond,  named  Ouila- 
meki  is  younger :  He  is  a  Chrifiian,  and  well 
inftrudted,   but  he  makes  no  Exercife  of  his 
Religion.     One  Day  as  I  was  making  him  fome  Reproaches  on 
this  Account,  he  left  me  fuddenly,  went  into  the  Chapel,  and 
/aid  his  Prayers  aloud,  fo  that  we  heard  him  at  the  Miffionary's 
Lodeing.    It  is  difficult  to  find  a  Man  that  fpeaks  better,  and 
who  lias  more  Senfe.    On  the  other  Hand,  he  is  of  a  very  amiable 
CharaAer^  and  fincerely  attached  to  the  French^    Pirtmon  is  not 
inferior  in  any  Refpe6t,  and  I  have  heard  them  both  in  a  Coun- 
cil at  the  Commandant's,  where  they  fpoke  with  a  great  deal  of 
Eloquence. 

'  Many  Savages  of  the  two  Nations  which  are  fettled  on  this 
i  <rA  /•  V  r-  r  River,  are  juft  returned  from  the  Englijh  Co- 
ibe  Ja^l^onje^  ^^^^^^^  whither  they  went  to  fell  their  Peltry, 
ounces  0/  Urunk-  ^^^  ^^^  whence  they  have  brought  back  a 
'""v^*     .  great  deal  of  Brandy.     It  has  been  divided 

according  to  Cuf^m  ;  that  is  to  fay,  every  Day  they  dillribute  to 
a  certain  Number  of  Perfons  as  much  as  is  neceflary  for  each  to 

get  drunk,  and  the  whole  was  drank  in  eight  Days#  They 
egan  to  drink  in  the  two  Villages  as  foon  as  the  Sun  was  fet, 
and  every  Night  the  Country  refounded  with  frightful  Cries  and 
Kowlings.  One  would  have  faid  that  a  Flight  of  Devils  had 
efcaped  from  Hell,  or  that  the  two  Villages  were  cutting  one 
another's  Throats.  Two  Men  were  lamed :  I  met  one  or  them 
who  broke  his  Arm  with  a  Fall,  and  I  faid  to  him,  that  certainly 
another  Time  he  Would  be  wifcr :  He  replied,  that  this  Accident 
was  nothing,  that  he  ihould  foon  be  cured,  and  that  he  would 
begin  to  drink  again  as  foon  as  he  had.  got  a  frelh  Stock  of 
Brandy. 

Judge,  Madam  j  what  a  Miflionary  can  do  in  tht  midftof  fuch 
a  piforder,  and  how  greatly  it  muft  aSTeft  an  honeli  Man,  who 
has  qxiitted  his  own  Country  to  gain  Souls  to  God,  to  be  obliged 
to  be  a  Witnefs  of  it,  without  having  it  in  his  Power  to  remedy 
it.  Thefe  Barbarians  are  fenfible  that  Drnnkennefs  ruins  and 
deflroys  them  ;  but  when  one  ftrives  to  perfuade  them  that  they 
Should  be  the  firft  to  afk  that  we  (kould  hinder  them  of  a  Liquor 

that 


AUiw™  jjj  P"""Pr',i  !„m  this  lam  fp»'"''S 

»'»■"  '  %Z  SaVaSs.  before  they  fell  «»  \7^  b„barSas  and 

«"•'«"•    71^  wir  wW'h  *«y  ">*"'"  ?  ft  frh  their  Happinefs : 
of,  excepting  War.  wn  !       „  dift„rb  th«r  n  |p  _^^^^ 

inhuman  Manner.    B  ^^^^  "^""'^i  uAe  Commerce 

Drunkennefs  hath  «»      ^^^^j^  p^,i,es,  f "^  '"  ,f'*ith  the  pre- 
:yLirNo?wi&ding,as.l«ya2.-^^^^^^^ 

t'°V-  taSt-    Th*a«^«%^t''theSn^^^^ 

of  *«i.?Cf«ce"edtm'Nam«.  ,,^  ^if.  they  lead 

"weS  «knowU'''S«*«  "hSd    bVbefides  that  .«  thi. 
wemun  appears 'ery  hard ,  du'.         ,         ^f 

H«;/.V-  ./'*«    nUhing  giv«  ""f  ^"S  feature, Vl^. 
fomc  Beggarsby  Protem    ,  ^^         ^,,  happy  m  tn 

of  our  Convcnicncies.  our  R^^^^^^^^  themfelves  that  they 

moved  them,  and  that  ^W  ar^  P^      ^^o  went  to  Paru  in  1 660 
::S  tl^^'i^i  !^^oy.^  Hou..  and  all  the  Beauu^^ 
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of  that  great  City,  admired  nothing  in  it,  and  would  have  pre- 
ferred their  Villages  to  the  Capital  of  the  mod  flourifhing  King, 
dom  of  Europe,  if  they  had  not  fecn  the  Street  of  la  Huchettt, 
where  the  Shops  of  the  roafting  Cooks,  which  they  always  found 
fupilifhed  with  all  Kinds  of  Meat,  charmed  them  greatly. 
We  cannot  even  fay  that  they  are  fo  highly  delighted  with 
en,  r  *  A*  '^***'  ^^y  ^^  living,  only  becaafe  they  arc 
.lIl    ^™^'      not  acquainted  with  the  Swectnefs  of  our's. 

^  T/'-"'*'^  A  good  Number  of  the  /"r/^r*  have  lived 
IVay  6f  Ifvtng.  y^y.^   ^^^^^   ^^^  ^^^^   y^^^^  ^^  ,^^,j  ^,^^^^^ 

with  it,  that  many  Perfons  could  never  prevail  with  ikem  to  re- 
turn, though  they  might  have  been  very  much  ae  their  Eafe  in 
the  Colony.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  never jpollible  for  a  fingle 
Savage  to  conform  to  our  "Way  of  living.  We  have  taken  Chil- 
dren  from  tlie  Cradle,  and  brought  tnem  up  with  much  Care, 
and  omitted  nothing  to  hinder  their  knowing  any  Thing  of 
what  pa/Ted  amongft  their  Parents.  All  thefe  Precautions  were 
cfelers  :  The  Force  of  Blood  prevailed  over  Education.  As 
foon  as  they  found  therafelves  at  Liberty,  they  have  torn  their 
Garments  to  Pieces,  and  went  through  the  Woods  to  feek  their 
Countrymen,  whofe  Way  of  Life  appeared  to  them  more  pleafing 
than  that  they  led  with  us. 

An  Iroquois,  named  la  Plaque ^  lived  many  Years  with  the  French  % 
the  fame  who,  as  I  have  told  yon.  Madam,  in  faving  his  Father's 
Life  in  an  Engagement,  thought  he  had  fully  fatisfied  all  the 
Debt  he  owed  him :  He  was  alfo  made  a  Lieutenant  in  our 
Troops  to  fix  him,  becaufe  he  was  a  very  brave  Malt ;  but  he 
could  not  continue  in  our  Way  of  living  :  He  returned  to  his 
Nation,  only  carrying  from  us  our  Vices,  without  corredling  any 
of  thoTe  he  brought  with  him.  He  loved  Women  to  Excefs  : 
He  was  well  Aiaped :  His  Valour  aod  his  brave  A£^ions  gave 
him  a  great  Reputation  :  He  had  a  great  deal  of  Wit,  and  very 
amiable  Manners :  He  had  many  Intrigues  with  other  Men's 
Wives ;  and  his  Biforders  went  fo  far,  that  it  was  debated  in  the 
Council  of  his  Canton,  whether  the^  Ihould  not  take  him  off.  It 
was  however  concluded,  by  the  Majority  of  Votes,  to  (pare  his 
Life  ;  becaufe,  as  he  was  extremely  courageous,  he  woula  people 
the  Country  with  good  Warriors. 
The  Care  wi.ich  the  Mothers  take  of  their  Children,  whilft 
they  are  yet  in  the  Cradle,  is  beyond  all  Ex- 
pi-elTion,  and  proves  very  clearly  that  we  often 

r  L-    ni-u         'Poil  ^*  when  we  exceed  the  Limits  which 
•/  thetr  L,:Udren,     ^^^^^^   ^^^    ^^^^^^  ^^^     ^j^^^   ^^^^  j^^^,^ 

them  :  They  carry  them  every  where  with  them  ;  and  when  they 
feem  ready  to  fink  under  the  Burdens  they  load  themfelves  with. 
the  Cradle  of  their  Child  is  reckoned  as  nothing.     One  would 
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even  fty,  that  this  additional  Weight  is  an  Eafement  that  renders 
the  reft  lighter. 

Nothing  can  be  neater  than  thefe  Cradles  :  The  Child  lies 
very  conveniently,  and  very  eafy  in  them  ;  but  it  is  bound  only 
as  high  as  the  Waift  ;  fo  that  when  the  Cradle  is  upright,  thcfc 
little  Creatures  have  their  Heads  and  half  their  Bodies  hanging 
dowo.  In  Europe  thjty  would  fancy  that  a  Child  that  was  left  in 
this  Condition,  would  grow  quite  deformed  ;  but  it  happens  di- 
reftly  contrary  :  This  renders  their  Bodies  fupp!e  ;  and  they  are 
ail,  in  Fa^f  of  a  Stature  and  Port,  that  the  beft  ihaped  among 
us  would  envy.  What  can  we  fay  againlt  fuch  a  general  Expe- 
rience ?  But  what  I  am  going  to  mention,  cannot  be  foeafil/ 
julHfted. 

There  are  on  this  Continent  fome  Nations  which  they  call 

tTL      V    /         f^  Heads,  which  have  in  Fadt  their  Foreheads 
CI  .     ''77''«"      very  flat,  and  the  Top  of  their  Heads  fome- 
Shapes  ^htchjme    ^.^       lengtliened.     This  Shape  is  not  the 
^^e to tbeir  Lbtl-     ^^^  ^^  Nature;    it  is  the  Mothers  who 
'^"''  give  it  their   Children  as  foon  as   they  are 

born.  For  this  End,  they  apply  to  their  Foreheads,  and  the 
back  Part  of  their  H^s,  two  Mafles  of  Clay,  or  of  fome  other 
heavy  Matter,  which  they  bind  by  little  and  little,  till  the  Skull 
has  taken  the  Shape  they  defire  to  give  it  It  appears  that  this 
Operation  is  very  painful  to  tlie  Childrcxi,  whofe  Noftrils  Ihcd 
a  whitifli  Matter,  pretty  thick.  But  neither  this  Circumflance, 
nor  the  Cries  of  thefe  little  Innocents,  alarm  then  Mothers,  jea- 
lous of  procuring  them  a  handforae  Appearance,  without  which 
they  can't  conceive  how  others  can  befatisfied.  It  ^^  quite  the 
reverfe  with  certain  Alfonquins  amongd  us,  named  k  und  Henids, 
or  Bo^l  Heads,  whom  I  have  mentioned  before ;  for  they  make 
their  Beauty  confift  in  having  their  Heads  perfeftly  round,  and 
Mothers  take  Care  alfo  very  early  to  give  them  this  Shape. 

I  would  willingly,  Maaam,  take  Advantage  of  the  Leifure  I 
have  in  this  Place,  and  which  perhaps  will  be  longer  than  I  de- 
fire,  to  finifli  what  I  have  to  fay  to  you  on  this  Subjeft  ;  but 
fome  Troubles  which  have  happened  to  me,  and  the  approaching 
Departure  of  a  Traveller,  who  is  returning  to  the  Colony,  oblige 
me  to  interrupt  this  Recital,  which  I  fhall  refume  the  firft  Oppor- 
tunity. 

/  am.  Sec, 
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Sequel  of  the  CharaHer  of  the  Savages,  and  their  Wajf  of  living. 

Madam,  St.  Joseph's  River,  Jugufi  8. 

IRefume  the  Coarfc  of  my  Memoirs,  where  I  broke  it  off. 
You  will  think,  perhaps,  that  I  do  not  obferve  a  fufficient 
Regularity  :  But  we  excufe,  at  leaft  in  a  Relation,  what  we  ad- 
mire in  an  Ode  :  V/hat  in  a  Lyrick  Poet  is  an  EfFed  of  Art,  is  a 
Matter  of  Necefljty  in  a  Travelkr,  who  cannot  relate  Things 
but  as  he  gets  Information,  and  who  is  obliged  to  write  what  he 
fees,  for  Fear  of  forgetting  it. 
The  Children  of  the  Savages,  when  they  leave  the  Cradle,  are 

u^L  *'*  •  y/.  *  "o'  confined  in  any  Manner  ;  and  as  foon  as 

irbattttstbat  j^       ^^j.   ^^^^j  their  Hands  and  Feet, 

Jtrengthem  .he  ba-  ^^     j^^  ^^^^^       ^^^.^  they  will  quite  naked, 

vages,  "^^f'^^'J  j^j^  jjj^  ^3j^^^  j^j^  jj^g  ^6oi^,  into  the  Dirt, 

them  Jo  lueUjoapd  ^^j  j^^^  ^j^^  ,3^^^^  ^j^j^,^  ^^^^^  their  Bodies 

ftron^,  their  Limbs  very  fupt  le,  and  hardens  them  a^ainft  the 
Injuries  of  the  Air  ;  but  alio,  as  I  obfcrved  before,  it  makes 
them  fubjeft  to  Diftempers  of  the  Stomach  and  Lungs,  which 
deftroys  them  early.  In  Summer  they  run,  as  foon  as  they  are 
up,  to  the  River,  or  into  the  Lakes,  and  continue  there  a  Part  of 
t^  •  Day,  playing  like  Fifli  when  it  is  fine  Weather  at  the  Sur- 
face of  the  Water  (a)^  It  is  certain  that  nothing  is  better  than 
this  Exercife  to  make  their  Joints  free,  and  to  render  them  nim- 
ble. 

They  put  a  Bow  and  Arrows  into  their  Hands  betimes,  and  to 

ctu  '  c  nv  excite  in  them  that  Emulation,  which  is  ihe 

IbezrjirjtLxer.    y^^^  Teacher  of  the  Arts,  there  is   no  Need 

Z!L:^  '    to  fet  their  Breakfaft  on  the  Top  of  a  Tree, 

as  they  did  by  the  young  iiafW?«o»w»/.*  They 
are  ail  bom  with  that  Paffion  for  Glory,  that  has  no  Need  of 
a'Spur ;  and  indeed  they  (hoot  with  a  furprizing  Exaftnefs,  and 
with  a  little  Praftice,  they  acquire  the  fame  Dexterity  in  the  Vfe 
of  our  Fire  Arms.  They  make  them  alfo  wreftle,  and  they  pur- 
fue  this  Exercife  fo  eagerly,  that  they  would  often  kill  one  ano- 
ther, if  they  were  not  parted :  Thofe  who  are  worfied  are  fo  en- 


(aj  It  is  very  probable  that  this  is  iAxe  lUafon  WI7  the  Small-Pox  is  fo  fa- 
tal among  the  Savages.  Much  Bathing  hardens  the  Skin,  and  prevents  the 
£ruption  of  the  PuAules. 
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raged  at  it,  diatthey  do  not  take  the  haft  Repofe,  till  they  have 
their  Revenge, 
la  general  oat  may  fay,  that  the  Fathers  and  Mothers  negleiSt 
r  L^  4L  •  nothing  to  infpite  their  Children  with  cer- 
Ih  nubat  ibetr  ^^^  Principles  of  Honour,  which  they  pre- 
Education  conjijts.  f^^^^^i  their  J^ves,  but  of  which  they  often 
make  a  bad  Application ;  and  in  this  their  whole  Education  con- 
fi^s.  When  they  give  them  IndruAipns  on  this  Head,  it  is  al- 
ways in  an  indirect  Way ;  the  moft  common  is  to  relate  to  them 
the  brave  Actions  of  their  Anceftors,  or  of  their  Countrymen. 
Thefe  young  People  are  hred  ac  thefe  Stories,  and  are  never  eafy 
till  they  find  an  Opportunity  of  imitating  the  Examples  they 
have  made  them  admire.  Sometimes,  to  correal  them  for  their 
Faults,  they  ufe  Prayers  and  Tears,  but  never  Menaces.  They 
would  make  no  Impreffion  on  Spirits,  prepoHe/Ted  with  an  Opi- 
nion that  no  Perfon  has  a  Right  to  ufe  Compulfion. 

A  Mother,  who  fees  her  Daughter  behave  ill,  falls  a  crying:  On 
the  Daughter's  afking  the  Caule,  (he  is  fatisfied  with  faving.  Ton 
difgrace  me.  It  feldom  happens  that  this  Way  of  reproving  is  not 
effectual :  Neverthelefs,  fince  they  have  converfed  more  with  the 
Trench,  fome  of  them  begin  to  chaftife  their  Children  ;  but  this 
is  fcarcely  amongft  any  but  the  Cbriftians,  or  '^^ofe  that  are  fettled 
in  the  Colony.  Generally  the  grecteft  Punifhment  they  ufe  to 
correft  their  Children,  is  to  throw  a  little  Water  in  their  Faces. 
The  Children  are  much  affected  by  it,  and  by  eveiy  Thing  that 
favours  of  Reproof ;  the  Caufe  of  which  is,  that  Refentment  is 
their  ftrongeft  PaiEon,  even  at  that  Age. 
We  have  known  fome  Girls  hang  themfelves,  for  having  only 
r\r  *L  j>  n:         received  a  flight  Reprimand  from, their  Mo- 

fth  s      ^  '^^"»  ^^  *   ^^"^   Drops  of  Water  in  their 

oj   be  aavages.        paces  j  and  who  have  given  Notice  of  it,  by 

faying,  Tou  jhall  Ic/eycur  Daughter.  The  greateft  Misfortune  is, 
that  it  is  not  to  Virtue  that  they  exhort  thefe  young  .People  ;  or, 
which  is  the  fame  Thing,  that  they  do  not  always  give  them 
true  Notions  of  Virtue.  In  Reality  they  recommend  nothing 
to  them  fo  much  as  Revenge,  and  't  this  of  which  they  fliew 
them  the  moft  frequent  Examples. 

One  would  expert.  Madam,  that  a  Childhood  fo  badly  di/ci- 
plined,  fhould  be  followed  by  a  Youth  of  Turbulence  and  Cor- 
ruption :  But  on  one  Hand,  the  Savages  are  naturally  calm,  and 
early  Mafters  of  themfelves ;  Reafon  alfo  guides  them  rather 
more  than  other  Men  :  And  on  the  other  Hand,  their  Conftitu- 
tion,  efpecially  in  the  Northern  Countries,  does  not  incline  them 
to  Debauchery  ;  yet  we  find  ibme  Cuftoms  among  them,  in 
which  Chaftity  ii  entirely  difregarded  ;  but  it  appears  that  this 
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eroceeds  more  from  Soperftition,  than  the  Depravation  of  iTte 
Heart. 

The  Huronst  when  we  firft  beean  td  converfe  with  them,  were 
more  lafcivious,  and  very  brutal  in  their  Pleafures.  The  young 
Perfons  of  both  Sexes  abandoned  themfeWes  without  Shame  to 
all  Manner  of  Diflblutenefs  ;  and  it  was  chiefly  amone  them, 
that  it  was  not  efteemed  a  Crime  for  a  Girl  to  pvoftitute  nerfelf. 
Their  Parents  were  the  firft  to  engae^e  them  in  this  Way,  and 
many  did  the  fame  by  their  Wives,  for  a  bale  Intereft.  Many 
never  married,  but  took  young  Women  to  ferve  them,  as  they 
faid,  for  Companions ;  and  all  the  Difference  they  made  between 
thefe  Concubines  and  their  lawful  Wives,  was,  that  with  the  firft 
•  there  was  no  Agreement  made :  For  the  reft,  their  Children  were 
on  the  fame  Foot  as  the  others  ;  which  produced  no  Inconveni- 
ence, in  a  Country  where  there  are  no  Eftates  to  inherit. 

One  does  not  diftinguifh  Nations  here  by  their  Drefs.    The 
Men,  when  it  is  hot,  have  often  only  fomethfng  of  an  Apron  to 
.  cover  their  Nakednefs.     In  Winter  they  clothe  themfelves  more 
or  lefs,  according  to  the  Climate.    They  wear  on  their  Feet  a 
.   Sort  of   Sandals,  maue  of  Roe-Buck  Skins  fmoked  :  Their 
Stockings  are  alfo  Skins,  or  Bits  of  Stuffs,  which  thev  wrap 
round  their  Legs.     A  Warftcoat,  made  of  Skin,  covers  them  to 
the  Waift,  and  they  wea^  over  that  a  Rug  or  Blanket,  when  they 
can  have  it ;  if  not,  they  make  themfelves  a  Robe  with  a  Bear's 
Skin,  or  of  feveral  Beaver  or  other  like  Skins,  or  Furs,  with 
the  Hair  inwards  .r    The  Women's  Waiftcoats  reach  juft  below 
their  Knees ;  and  when  it  is  very  cold,  or  when  they  travel, 
they  cover  their  Heads  with  their  Blanket,  or   their  Robe. 
I  have  feen  feveral  who  had  little  Caps,  like  Skull  Caps ;  others 
have  a  Sort  of  Capuchin,  fattened  tO  their  Waiftcoats  ;  and  they 
have  befides  a  Piece  of  Stuff  which  ferves  them  for  a  Petticoat, 
which  covers  them  from  the.Waift  down  to  the  Middle  of  the  Leg. 
They  ^are  all  very  defirous  of  having  Shirts  and  Shifts  ;  but 
they  n^ver  put  them  under    their  Waiftcoats,    till  they  are 
dirty,  and  then  they  wear  them  till  they  drop  to  Pieces,  for  they 
never  take  the  Trouble  to  wafh  them.     Their  Waiftcoats  are 
generally  dreffed  in  the  Smoke,  like  their  Sandals ;  that  is  to  fay-y 
'    after  they  have  hung  a  proper  Time  in  it,   they  rub  them  a  lit- 
tle, and  then  they  m;iy  be  waftied  like  Linen  :   They  prepare 
;   them  alfo  by  foaking  {hem  in  Water,  then  rubbing  them  with 
theh  Hands  till  they  are  dry  and  pliable  ;  but  the  Savages  think 
onr  Stuffs  and  Blankets  are  much  more  convenient. 

Many  make  various  Figures  all  over  their  Bodies  by  pricking 
themfelves,  others  only  in  fome  Parts.  They 
don't  do  this  merely  for  Ornament :  They 
find  alfo,  as  it  is  faid,  great  Advantages  by 
this  Cuftom,      It  ferves  greatly  to  defend 
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them  from  the  Cold,  renders  them  lefs  fenHble  of  the  other  in- 
juries of  the  Air,  and  frees  them  from  the  Perfecution  of  the 
Gnats.  But  it  is  only  in  the  Countries  po/Tefied  by  the  Eugli^, 
efbecially  in  Firgima,  that  the  Cuftom  of  pricking  themielves 
all  over  the  Body  is  very  common.  In  New  France  the  greated 
Part  are  fatisfied  with  fome  Figures  of  Birds,  Serpents,  or  other 
Animals,  and  even  of  Leaves,  and  fach-ltke  Figures,  without 
*Order  or  Symmetry,  but  according  to  every  one's  Fancy,  often 
in  the  Face,  and  fometimes  even  on  the  Eye-lids.  Many  Wo- 
men are  marked  in  the  Parts  of  the  Face  that  anfwcr  to  the  Jaw 
Bones,  to  prevent  the  Tooth-ach. 

This  Operation  is  not  painful  in  itfelf.  It  is  performed  in 
this  Manner  :  Thev  be^in  by  tracing  on  the  Skin,  drawn  very 
tight,  the  Figure  they  intend  to  make  ;  then  they  prick  little 
lK>les  dofe  together  with  the  Fins  of  a  Filh,  or  with  Needles, 
all  over  thefe  Traces^  foas  to  draw  Blood  :  Then  they  rub  them 
over  with  Charcoal  Duft,  and  other  Colours  well  ground  and 
powdered.  Thefe  Powders  fink  into  the  Skin,  and  the  Colouri 
are  never  effaced  :  But  foon  after  the  Skin  fwells,  and  forms  a 
Kind  of  Scab,  accompanied  with  li;flammation.  It  commonly 
excites  a  Fever  j  and  if  the  Weather  h  too  hot,  or  the  Opera- 
tion has  been  carried  too  far,  there  is  Hazard  of  Life. 

The  Colours  with  which  they  paint  their  Faces,  and  the 

jT  d    h      ^^^^^'^  '^'y  "^^  themfclvcs  with  all  over 

vwt  an   wjr    their  Bodies,  produce  the  fame  Advantages, 

'"   /««'    ibeir     ^^j^   ^j   jj^g^  p^^^g  ^^  gjyg  jj^g  f^^g 

good  Appearance,  as  pricking.  The  War- 
riors paint  themfelves,  when  the^r  take  the  Field,  to  intimidate 
their  Enemies,  perhaps  alfo  to  hide  thei*-  Fear  ;  for  we  muil  not 
think  they  are  all  exempt  from  it.  The  young  People  do  it  to 
conceal  an  Air  of  Youth,  which  would  make  them  lefs  taken  for 
old  Soldiers,  or  a  Palenefs  remaining  after  fome  Dillemper,  and 
which  they  are  apprehenfive  might  be  taken  for  the  £fFe£l  of 
Want  of  Courage:  They  do  it  alfo  to  make  them  look  handfome; 
but  then  the  Colours  are  more  lively,  and  more  varied.  They 
paint  the  Prifoners  that  are  going  to  die ;  but  I  don't  know 
why  :  Perhaps  it  is  to  adorn  the  Victim,  who  is  to  be  facrificed 
to  the  God  of  War.  Lallly,  they  paint  the  Dead,  to  expofe 
them  drefTed  in  their  ^neft  Robes  ;  and  this  is,  without  Doubt, 
to  hide  the  Palenefs  of  Death,  which  disfigures  them. 
The  Colours  they  ufe  on  theie  Occafions  are  the  fame  they  em- 
cf,    ^  ploy  to  dye  Skins,  and  they  make  them  from 

ofthM*^  certain  Earths,  and  the  Bark  of  fome  Trees. 

/     t     en»  They  jire  not  very  lively,  but  they  do  not 

very  eafily  wear  out.    The  Men  add  to  this  Ornament  the  Down 
of  Swans  cj-  other  Birds,  which  they  Ilrew  upon  their  Hair  after  it 
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has  beeii  gi^afed,  like  Powder.  They  add  to  thi i  Feathers  of  all 
Coloars,  and  Banches  of  the  Hair  of  divefs  Animals,  all  placed 
in  an  odd  Manner.  The  Placiiifi^  of  their  Hair,  fottielimes  (land- 
ing up  like  Briftles  on  orte  Side,  and  flatted  on  the  other,  or 
drefTed  in  a  thoufand  different  FalhioHs,  Fbndtoti  in  their  Ears, 
and  fometimes  in  dieir  Noftrils,  a  great  Sh6ll  Of  Porcelain  hang. 
ing  about  their  Neck,  or  on  their  Bread,  fome  Crowns  made  of 
XM  Plumage  of  fcarce  Birds,  the  Claws,  Feet,  or  Heads  of 
Birds  of  Prey,  little  Horhs  of  Roe-Bucks,  all  thefe  Things 
made  up  their  Finery.  Bat  whatever  they  have  mOft  precious  is 
always  employed  to  adorn  the  Captives  when  thefe  Wretches 
make  their  firft  Entry  into  the  Village  of  their  Conquerors. 
It  is  obfervabf^  that  the  Men  take  very  little  Pains  to  adorn 

cTL    n  ,     ^"y  P^*"'  ^^^  ^^^^  Heads.     It  is  juft  the  Re- 

ibe  UrnamHtt    ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  Women  :  They  wear  fcarcely 

Hair,  and  they  would  think  themfelves  difgraced  if  it  was  cut 
off ;  therefore,  when  at  the  Death  of  a  Relation  t^ey  cut  off 
Part  of  it,  they  pretend  by  this  to  (hew  the  greateft  Grief  for 
their  Lofs.  To  preferve  their  Hair  they  greafe  it  often,  and 
powder  it  with  the  Dnft  of  Spruce  Bark,  and  fometimes  with 
Vermilion,  then  they  wrap  it  I'p  in  the  Skin  of  an  Eel  or 
a  Serpent,  in  the  Fa(hion  of  Whifkers,  which  hang  down  to 
their  Waift.  As  to  their  Faces,  they  are  fatisfied  with  tracing 
fome  Lines  on  them  with  Vermilion,  or  other  Colours. 

Their  Noftrils  are  never  bored,  and  it  is  only  among  fome  Na- 
tions that  they  bore  their  Ears ;  then  they  wear  in  them  Pendants, 
as  do  alfo  the  Men,  made  of  Beads  of  Porcelain.  When  they  are 
drefTed  in  their  greateft  Finery,  they  have  Robes  painted  with 
all  Sorts  of  Figures,  with  little  Collars  of  Porcelain  fet  on  them 
without  much  Order  or  Symmetry,  with  a  Kind  of  Border  tole- 
rably worked  with  Porcupine's  Hair,  which  they  paint  alfo  of 
various  Colours.  They  adorn  in  the  fame  Manner  the  Cradles 
of  their  Children,  and  tht<y  lead  them  with  all  Sorts  of  Trin- 
kets. Thefe  Cradles  are  made  of  light  Wood,  and  have  at  the 
upper  End  one  or  two  Semicircles  of  Cedar,  that  they  may  co- 
ver them  without  touching  the  Head  of  the  Child. 

Befides  the  Houfhold  Work,  and  providing  Wood  for  Fuel, 
the  Women  have  almoft  always  the  fole  Trouble  of  cultivatmg 
the  Lands:  As  foon  as  the  Snow  is* melted,  and  the  Waters 
fufficiently  drained,  they  begin  to  prepare  the  Earth,  which 
coniifls  in  ftirrine  it  lightly  with  a  Piece  of  Wood  bent,  the 
Handle  of  which  is  very  fong,  having  firft  fet  Fire  to  the  dry 
Stalks  of  the  Maiz  and  other  Herbs  that  remained  after  the  Jall 
Harvcft.    Befides  Xh^t  the  Grain  thefe  People  make  Ufe  of  is 

Summer 


Travels  in  North  America,  237 

Summer  Grain,  they  pretend  that  the  Natnre  of  the  Soil  of  this 
Coantry  will  not  dlow  of  fowing  any  Thing  before  Winter. 
Bat  I  oelieve  the  true  Reafon  why  Seeds  would  not  prow  if 


they  were  ibwed  in  Autumn  is,  that  they  would  be  deftroyed  by 
the  Winter,  or  rot  at  the  melting  of  the  Snow.  It  may  alio 
be,  and  this  is  the  Opinion  of  many  Perfons,  that  the 
Wheat  they  cultivate  in  Canada^  though  originally  brought  from 
France,  has  in  Procefs  of  Time  contraded  the  Property  of 
Summer  Seeds,  which  have  not  Strength  enough  to  ihoot  fe- 
veral  Times,  as  thofe  do  which  we  fow  in'  September  and  0(- 
tober. 

Beans,   or  rather  the  Kidney-Beans,     are  fowed   with  the 
fKf.t'     n  Maiz,  the  Stalks  of  which  ferve  to  fupporc 

^  ju  a  them:  I  think  I  have  heard  that  the  Sa- 
ing  and  tlarvefi,  ^  received  this  Seed  from  us,  on  which 
they  fet  a  high  Value,  and  it  differs  nothing  from  our's. 
But  I  was  furprifed  that  they  made  little  or  no  Ufe  of  our  Peas, 
which  have  acquired  in  the  Soil  of  Canada,  a  Degree  of  Good- 
nefs  much  fuperior  to  what  they  have  in  Europe.  Sun- 
flowers, Water-Melons,  and  Pomkins  are  fet  by  themfelves ; 
and  before  they  fow  the  Seed,  they  make  it  ihoot  in  the  Smoke, 
in  light  and  black  Earth. 

For  the  moft  Part  the  Women  help  one  another  in  the  Work 
of  the  Field,  and  when  it  is  Time  to  gather  the  Harveft,  they 
have  fometimes  Recourfe  to  the  Men,  who  do  not  difdain  to 
aiTift  in  it.  It  ends  in  a  Feflival  and  Fead,  which  is  made  in  the 
Ni|;ht :  Grain,  and  other  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  are  kept  in  Holes, 
which  they  dig  in  the  Earth,  and  which  are  lined  with  large 
Pieces  of  Hark.  Many  leave  the  Maiz  in  the  Ear  as  it  grows, 
made  up  in  Ropes  as  we  do  Onions,  and  fpread  them  on  great 
Poles  over  the  Entrance  of  the  Cabins.  Others  get  out  the 
Grain,  and  fill  great  Baikets  with  it  made  of  Bark,  full  of 
Holes  to  hinder  it  from  heading.  But  when  they  are  obliged 
to  be  abfent  fome  Time,  or  are  afraid  of  fome  Irruption  of  an 
Enemy,  they  make  great  Holes  in  the  Earth  to  hide  it,  where 
this  Grain  keeps  very  well. 
In  the  northern  Parts  they  fow  little,  and  in  many  Places 

nr  *i,   M  •  "O"*^  ^'  ^^^ »  ^"'  *^^y  purchafe  the  Maiz  by 

7  '*"  ^'''**  Exchange.  This  Grain  is  very  wholefome. 
it  is  nouriihin^;,  and  light  of  Digeftion.  The  moft  common 
Way  of  preparing  it  among  our  French  Travellers  is  by  Lixi- 
yating,  that  is  to/ay,  by  boiling  it  fome  Time  in  a  Sort  of  Lie. 
This  Way  keeps  it  a  long  Time;  they  make  Provifion  of  it  for 
^ong  J'  irneys,  and  as  they  want  it,  they  boil  it  again  in  Water, 
or  in  Broth,  if  they  have  any  Thing  to  make  it  of,  and  they  put 
a  little  Salt  to  it. 
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It  is  not  an  unpleafant  Food,  but  many  People  are  pcrfuadcd 
that  too  frequent  Ufe  of  it  is  prejudicial  to  Health,  becaufe  the  Lye 
gives  it  a  corrofive  Quality,  the  EfFefts  of  which  are  felt  in 
Time.  When  the  Maiz  is  in  the  Ear,  and  ftill  green,  fome 
broil  it  on  the  Coals,  and  it  has  a  very  good  Taftc.  Our  Cana- 
dians call  it  Bkdgroule,  There  is  a  particular  Sort  that  opens 
as  foon  as  it  is  laid  on  the  Fire,  they  call  it  BledJUrtrit  and  it 
is  very  delicate.  This  is  what  they  treat  Strangers  with.  Tfcey 
carry  it  in  fome  Places  to  Perfons  of  Diftinftion,  who  arrive  in  a 
Village,  much  ia  the  fame  Manner  as  they  do  in  France  the  Pre- 
fentof  a  Town. 

Laftly,  it  is  of  this  Grain  they  make  the  Sagamit/y,  which  is 

OftbtS-  -»im't      ^^  "*°^  common  Food  of  the  Savages.    For 

^    -^         '^**     ^  "    this  Purpofe  they  begin  by  broiling  it,  then 

^*  th'jy  pound  it,   and  take  off  the  Huflc,  then 

they  make  a  Sort  of  Broth  with  it,  which  is  infipid  enough 

when  they  have  no  Meat,  or  Prunes  to  give  it  a  Relifli.     They 

fometimes  reduce  it  to  Flour,  which  they  call  here  Farine  frtide 

(cold  Flour),  and  this  is  the  beft  Provifion  that  can  be  made  for 

Travellers.     Thofe  who  travel  on  Foot  cannot  carry  any  other. 

They  alfo  boil  the  Maiz  in  the  Ear,   while  it  is  dill  foft,    then 

they  broil  it  a  little,  they  get  out  the  Grain,  and   dry  it  in  the 

Sun  ;  this  they  keep  a  long  Time,  and  the  Sagamitty  they  make 

of  it  has  a  very  good  Tafte. 

You  will  perceive.  Madam,  by  the  Detail  of  thefe  Me/Tes, 
that  the  Savages  are  not  nice  in  their  eating.  We  fliould  think 
that  they  have  a  very  depraved  Tade,  if  it  wasjpoflible  to  make  a 
fixed  Rule  fur  Taile.  They  love  Greafe,  and  it  predominates  in 
all  their  Difhcs,  if  they  can  get  it.  A  few  Pounds  of  Candles 
in  a  Kettle  of  Sagamitty  makes  them  think  it  e;^cellent.  They 
even  fometimes  put  7'hings  into  it  which  cannot  be  mentioned, 
and  they  are  furprifcd  to  (ee  our  Stomachs  turn  at  them. 

The  Nations  of  the  South  had  only  Veflels  of  baked  Earth  to 

drefs  thcii  Meat.     In  the  North  they  ufed  Kettles  of  Wood,  and 

they  made  the  Water  boil  by  throwing  in  Flints  mad?  red  hot. 

They  found  our  Iron  and  Tin  Kettles  much  more  convenient, 

and  this  is  the  Merchandize  which  we  are  fure  to  find  a  Vent  for 

when  we  trade  with  them.     In  the  Nations  of  the  Weft,   the 

wild  Oats  fupply  the  Want  of  Maiz  :  It  is  quite  as  wholefome, 

and  if  it  is  not  lo  nourifhing,  the  Flefh  of  the  Buffalo,  which 

abounds  in  thefe  Parts,  makes  Amends  for  it. 

Among  the  wandering   Savages,    who   never    cultivate  the 

rM-     L      D   I    Earth,  when  the  Chace  and  the  Filhery  fail. 

Of   the    Kock    their  only  Refource  is  a  Kind  of  Mofs,  which 

Tripe,  and  rotten  ^^   ^^  ^^^^^j^^    j^^^j^^^    ^^^    ^j^j^j^    ^^^ 

y/beat.  Jf^^^j^  pg^pig  ^j^ll  cj-^.^^  ^  ,^  Ho^i^,^     No. 

thing  is  more  infipid  than  this  Mof$«  which  has  but  little  Sub- 

ftance; 
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fiance:  This  is  being  reduced  to  what  is  jull  fufficlent  to  keep 
them  from  ftarving.  I  ftill  find  it  harder  to  conceive,  which  yet 
I  have  heard  affirmed  by  Perfons  of  Credit,  that  feme  Savages 
cat  by  Way  of  Dainty  a  Sort  of  Maiz,  which  they  leave  to  rot  in 
a  ftandine  Water,  as  we  do  Hemp,  and  they  take  it  out  all  black 
and  ftinking.  They  add  alfo,  that  thofe  who  have  a  Liking  to 
fuch  a  ftrange  Mefs  as  this  is,  will  not  lofe  any  of  the  Water,  or 
rather  Mud,  that  drops  from  it,  the  Smell  of  which  alone  would 
make  the  Heart  heave  of  any  other  People.  It  was  probably 
Neceflity  that  difcovered  this  Secret,  and  if  this  does  not  give 
it  all  its  Relifli,  nothing  proves  more  clearly  that  there  is  no 
difputing  about  Taftes. 
The  Savage  Women  make  Bread  of  Maiz,  and  tho*  it  is  only 
nr  L  B  J  r  ^  ^^^s  of  Parte  ill  wrought,  without  Leaven, 
tlj  -^    and   baked   under  the  Alhes,   thefe   People 

with  it ;  but  it  mud  not  be  eaten  hot :  It  will  not  keep  when  it 

is  cold.     Sometimes  they  mix  with   it  Beans,   various  Fruits, 

Oil,  and  Greafe.     They  muil  have  good   Stomachs   that  can 

digeft  fuch  Hclch-potch. 

The  Sun-Flowers   only  ferve  the  Savages  for  an  Oil,  which 

J,    .        -p  they  rub  themfelves  with.     They  get  it  more 

.         Tl      ju      commonly    from   the    Seed  than   from    the 
kc.  and  their  Uje.     ^^^  ^^  ^j^.^  pj^^^^     ^j^j^   ^^^^  ^j^^^^  y^^^ 

little  from  a  Sort  of  Potatoes,  which  we  call  in  France  Topi- 
nambours.  The  Potatoes  which  are  fo  common  in  the  Weji-lndian 
lilands,  and  in  the  Continent  of  South  Americat  have  been 
planted  with  Succefs  in  Louijiana.  The  continual  Ufe  which  all 
the  Nations  of  Canada  made  of  a  Sort  of  Petun^  or  wild  To- 
bacco, which  grows  every  where  in  this  Country,  have  made 
fome  Travellers  fay  that  they  fwallowed  the  Smoke,  and  that  it 
ferved  them  for  Food  ;  but  this  is  not  found  true,  and  was 
founded  only  on  obferving  them  often  remain  a  long  Time  with- 
out eating.  Since  they  nave  tailed  our  Tobacco,  they  can 
fcarcely  bear  their  Petun^  and  it  is  very  eafy  to  fatisfy  them  on 
this  Head,  for  Tobacco  grows  very  well  here ;  ana  they  fay 
alfo,  that  by  chuflng  proper  Soils,  we  might  have  a  moil  excellent 
Sort. 
The  little  Works  of  the  Women,  and  which  are  their  common 
»«■  ,  -  .»  Employment  in  the  Cabins,  are  to  make 
irons  0/  we  Threadof  the  inner  Membranes  of  the  Bark 
of  a  Tree,  which  they  call  the  nxhite  Wood, 
and  they  work  it  pretty  nearly  as  we  do  Hemp.  The  Women 
alfo  dye  every  Thing  :  They  make  alfo  feveral  Works  with 
Bark,  on  which  th?y  work  fmall  Figures  with  Porcupines  Hair  : 
They  make  little  Cups,  or  other  Utenfils  of  Wood  ;  they  paint 
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and  embroider  Roe-Buck  Sldns ;  they  knit  Girdles  and  Garters 
with  the  Wool  of  the  Buffaloes. 

As  for  the  Men,  thejr  glory  in  their  Idleness,  and  in  Reality 

TV  k  f  th  ^^^  ^^^  above  half  their  Lives  in  doin^  bq. 
M     "   ^  thing,  in   the  Perfnafion  thait  daily   Labour 

*"'  dii^races  a  Man,  and  is  only  the  Duty  of 

the  Women.  Man,  they  fay,  is  only  made  for  War,  Hunting, 
and  Fifliine.  Nevertheleis,  it  belongs  to  them  to  make  all  Things 
neceiTary  for  thefe  three  Exercifes :  Therefore,  making  Arms, 
Nets,  and  all  the  Equipage  of  the  Hunters  and  Fifiiers,  chiefly 
belong  to  them,  as  well  as  the  Canoes,  and  their  Rigging, 
the  Raquets;  or  Snow  Shoes,  the  building  and  repairing  the 
Cabins,  but  they  often  oblige  the  Women  to  affilt  them.  The 
Chrijliam  employ  tbemfelves  fomething  more,  but  they  only 
do  it  by  Way  of  Penance. 

Thefe  People,  before  we  had  furnifhed  them  with  Hatchets, 

(TL  '   cr  I  ^^  other  Tools,  were   greatly   embarrafled 

y^«r  1091S.         j^  ^^  j^^^  ^^^  r^^^^^^  ^jg^  them  for 

Ufe.  They  burnt  them  at  the  Foot,  and  to  fplit  and  cut  them, 
they  ufed  Hatchets  made  of  Flints,  which  did  not  break,  bi)t 
took  up  a  great  deal  of  Time  to  fharpen.  To  fix  them  in  the 
Handle,  they  cut  off  the  Head  of  a  young  Tree,  as  if  they 
would  have  grafted  it,  they  made  a  Notch  in  it,  in  which 
they  thruft  the  Head  of  the  Hatchet.  After  fome  Time, 
the  Tree,  by  growing  together,  kept  the  Hatchet  fo  fixed  that  it 
could  not  come  out;  then  they  cut  the  Tfee  to  fuch  a  Length  as 
they  would  have  the  Handle. 

Their  Villages  have  generally  no  regular  Form.   The  greateft 

<n»   F        fthe    ^^^  ^^  ^^^  antient  Relations  reprefent  them 
I  be  tormojttH    ^^  ^  xoyxndi  Form,  and  perhaps  their  Authors 
'''U^g"'  had  not  feen  but  of  this  Sort.     For  the  reft, 

imagine  you  fee.   Madam,  a  Heap  of  Cabins  without  Order, 
or  being  fet  on  a  Line :  Some  like  Cart-Houfes,  others  like 
'  Tunnels  built  of  Bark,  fupported  by  fome  Polls,   fometimes 
plaiftered  on  the  Out/tde  with  Mud,  in  a  coarfe  Manner  :    In  a 
Word,  built  with  lefs  Art,  Neatnefs,  and  Solidity,   than  the 
Cabins  of  the  Beavers.     Thefe  Cabins  arc  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
Feet  in  Breadth,  and  ibmetimes  a  hundred  in  Length  :  Then  they 
contain  feveiral  Fires,  for  a  Fire  nevcrtakes  up  more  than  50  Ftct. 
When  the  Floor  is  not  fufiicient  for  all   the  Inhabitarits  i ' 
fleep  on,   the  young  People  lay  pn  a  wide  Bench,  or  a  Kind  o- 
Stage,  about  five  or  fix  Feet  high,  that  runs  the  whole  Length  of 
the  Cabin.     The  Furniture  and  the  Provifions  are  over  this, 
placed  on  Pieces  of  Wood  put  acrofs  under  the  Roof.     For  the 
moft  Part,  there  is  before  the  Door  a  Sort  of  Porch,  where  the 
you  no;  People  fleep  in  the  Summer,   and  which  ferves  for  a 
Wood-Houfe  in    the  Winter.     The  Doors   arc  nothing  but 
'^  Bark, 
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Bark,  fixed  up  like  the  Umbrello  of  a  Window,   and  they  never 

(hut  clofe.    The(e  Cabins  have  neither  Chimnies  nor  Windows* 

but  they  leave  an  Opening  in  the  Middie  of  che  Roof,  by  which 

Part  of  the  Smoke  goes  out,  which  they  are  obliged  to  (hut  when 

it  rains  or  fnows ;  and  then  they  muft  put  oat  the  Fife,  if  they 

will  not  be  blinded  with  the  Smoks. 

The  Savages  fortify  themfdves  better  than  they  lodge  :  We 

efL    •sjt  r   ^c  ^'fOM  Villages  pretty  well  paliiFadoed  with 

Thf  M.^er  tf   Redoubts,  where  they  always  take  Care  to 

foriifyiHg      tbm-    ^^^^    ^       ^^    Provifion    of    Water    and 

^"''^"'  Stones.      The  Palifladocs  arc  even  double. 

and  fometimes  treble,  and  have  commonly  Battlements  at  the 

laft  Enclofure.     The  Pofts  the^  are  compofed  of  are  interwoven 

with  Branches  of  Trees,  that  leave  no  Plac^  open.     This  waft 

fafficient  to  fupport  a  long  Siege,  before  thefe  People  knew  the 

Ufe  of  Fire  Arms.     Every  Village  has  a  pretty  large  open  Place, 

but  it  is  feldom  of  a  regular  Figure. 

Formerly  the  Iroquois  built  their  Cabins  much  better  than  the 
other  Nations,  and  than  they  do  rhemfelves  at  prtfent :  They 
fomeames  »,vrought  Figures  in  Reliavo  on  their  Cabins,  tho'  the 
Work  was  very  rude ;  but  fince  in  feveral  Incurfions  their  Ene- 
mies have  burnt  almoft  all  their  Villages,  they  have  not  taken  the 
Pains  to  re-eftablifh  them  in  theiriirft  State.  But  if  thefe  People  take 
(o  little  Pains  to  procure  the  Conveniencies  of  Life  in  the  Places  of 
their  ordinary  Reiidence,  what  can  we  think  of  their  Encamp- 
ings  in  their  Travels,  and  their  Winter  Quarters.     An  anti^tit 
Mifllonary  (a)t  who  to  lay  himfelf  under  a  Neceflity  of  learrA 
ing  the   Language  of  the  Mflnfagnaij,   would  accompany  them 
in  their  Hunting  during  the  Winter,  has  given   us  an  Account 
of  it,  which  f  fliall  traiiA:ribe  almoft  Word  for  Word. 
Thefe  Savages  inhabit  a  Country  very  wjld  and  .uncultivated, 
n^  L  ■   izr-  *       but  not  fo  much  as  that  which  they  chafe  for 
VftUfirmnter    tjieir  Hunting.  You  muft  march  a  long  Time 
^^^r^'  before  you  coifte  to  it,  and  you  m«ft  carry  oti 

your  Back  ull  you  want  for  £ve  or  £jc  Months,  throhgh  Wavs 
ibmetinies  fo  frightful,  that  one  can't  conceive  how  the  wild 
Creatures  can  come  here.  If  they  had  not  the  Precaution  to  fur- 
niih  themfelves  {With  the  Bark  of  Trees,  they  would  Have  no- 
thing to  defend  them  from  the  Snow  and  Rain  during  die  Jour- 
ney. As  foon  as  they  arrive  at  the  Place  propofe^  they  accom- 
modate themfelves  a  little  better  ;  but  thil|cc.>fms  only  in  not 
being  expofed  continually  to  all  the  Injuries  of  the  Air. 

Every  Body  is  employed  for  this  End ;  and  the  Miflionaries, 
ivho  at  fird  had    no  Body    to   ferve    them,    and   for  yAiota 
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had  no  Regard,  were  not  fpared  any  mere 
than  the  reft  ;  they  did  not  even  allow  them  a  feparate  Cabin, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  lodge  in  the  firft  that  would  receive 
them.  Thefe  Cabins,  among  thegreatcft  Part  of  the  Jlgonquin 
Nations,  are  much  in  the  Shape  ot  our  Ice-Houfes,  round,  and 
ending  in  a  Cone  :  They  have  no  other  Support  but  Poles, 
fixed  in  the  S>:ow,  tied  together  at  the  Ends,  and  covered  with 
Pieces  of  Bark  ill  joined  together,  and  not  well  fattened  to  the 
Poles  J  fo  that  the  Wind  comes  through  on  every  Side. 

The  fetting  up  thefe  Cabins  is  but  the  Work  of  half  an  Hoar 
at  moft.  Some  Branches  of  Pine  ferve  for  Mats,  and  there  are  no 
other  Beds.  Thconly  Convenience  attending  this  is,  that  theymay 
be  changed  every  JJIay.  The  Snpw,  which  ts  heaped  up  round 
about  them,  forms  a  Sort  of  a  Paraj^et,  which  has  its  Ufe,  for  the 
Winds  do  not  pierce  through  it.  By  the  Side,  and  under  the 
Shelter  of  this  Parapet,  they  fleep  as  quietly  on  thefe  Branches, 
covered  with  a  poor  Skin,  as  on  the  fofteft  Bed.  The  Mifliona- 
ries  have  fome  Difficulty  to  accuftom  themfelves  to  this  Lodg. 
ing,  but  Fatigue  and  Neceflity  foon  reconcile  them  to  it.  They 
cannot  fo  well  reconcile  themfelves  to  the  Smoke,  which  almoll 
always  fills  the  Top  of  the  Cabin  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  one 
cannot  (land  upright  in  them  withouthavingone'sHeadin  a  Sortof 
a  Cloud.  This  is  no  Trouble  to  the  Savages,  accuftomed  from  their 
Childhood  to  fit  or  lie  on  the  Ground  all  the  Time  they  ore  in 
their  Cabins  :  But  it  is  a  great  Punifiiment  to  the  Frenchy  who 
can't  reconcile  themfelves  to  this  Inaftion. 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  Wind,  which  enters  as  I  before  ob- 
ferved,  on  all  Sides,  blows  in  a  Cold  that  chills  one  Part,  whild 
one  is  fmothered  and  broil'd  on  the  other.  Often  oiie  cannot  dil- 
tinguifli  any  Thing  at  two  or  three  Feet  Diftance ;  and  our 
Eyes  water  fo,  that  we  are  blinded  :  Sometimes,  to  get  z. 
little  Breath,  we  are  forced  to  lie  on  our  Bellies,  with  our 
Mouths  almoft  clofe  to  the  Ground.  The  fliorteft  Way  would 
be  to  go  out ;  but  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Time  this  is  not  to 
be  done  ;  fometimes  becaufe  of  a  Snow  fo  thick,  that  it  darkens 
the  Day,  and  fometimes  becaufe  there  blows  a  dry  Wind,  that  cuts 
the  Face,  and  even  Ihivers  the  Trees  in  the  Forefts.  Never the- 
lefs,  a  Miflionary  is  obliged  to  fay  his  Office,  to  fing  Mafs,  and 
to  perform  all   the  other  Duties  of  his  Miniftry. 

To  all  thefe  Inconveniencies  we  muft  add  another,  which  at 
firft  will  feem  a  Trifle  to  you,  but  which  is  really  very  confidera- 
ble  ;  it  is  the  Troublefomenefs  of  the  Dogs,  The  Savages  have 
always  a  great  Number  that  follow  them  every  where,  and 
which  are  very  much  attached  to  them  ;  they  are  not  fawning, 
becaufe  they  are  never  fondled,  but  they  are  bold  and  ikilhil 
Hunters. 

I  have 
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I  have  already  faid  that  the  Savages  break  their  Does  very 
early  to  that  Sort-  of  Huntit4g  they  are  intended  for ;  I  add,  that 
every  Man  mud  have  many,  becaufe  a  great  Number  are  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  Teeth  or  the  Hon:s  of  the  wild  Creatures,  which 
they  attack  with  a  Courage  that  nothing  can  daunt.     Their 
Mailers  take  little  Care  to  teed  them  :  They  live  by  what  they 
can  catch,  and  this  is  not  much,  fo  thev  are  always  very  lean  : 
On  the  other  Hand,  they  have  little  Ha.^r,  which  makes  them 
very  fenfible  of  the  Cold.     To  keep  themfelves  warm,  if  they 
can't  come  to  the  Fire,  where  it  would  be  diflinolt  for  them  all  to 
find  Room,  the  ^h  there  fhould  be  no  Perfon  in  the  Cabin,  they 
go  and  lie  down  on  the  firft  they  meet  with  ;  and  often  one  wakes 
ID  the  Night  in  a    Surprize,  almoft  ftifled    by  two  or  three 
Dogs.     If  they  were  a  little  more  difcreet  in  placing  themfelves, 
their  Company  would  not  be  very  troublefome  ;  one  could  put  up 
with  it  well   enough ;    but  they  lie  where   they  can :    Drive 
them  away  as  often  as  you  pleafe^   they  return  direftly.     'Tis 
nuich  worfe  in  the  Day-time  ;  as  foon  as  any  Meat  appears,  you 
are  incommoded  with  the  Bullle  they  make  to  have  their  Share. 
A  poor  Miffionary  is  lying  on  the  Ground  leaning  on  his  El- 
bow near  the  Fire,  to  fay  his  Breviary,  or  to  read  a  Book,  ftriving 
as  well  as  he  car  to  endure  the  Smoke  ;  and  he  niuft  alfo  bear 
the  Perfecution  of  a  Dozen  Dogs,   which  do  nothing   but   run 
over  him  backwards  andforwe^ds  after  a  Piece  ofMeat  they  have 
difcovered.     If  he  has  Need  of  a  little  Reft,  it  is  hard  for  him 
to  find  a  Little  Nook,  where  he  may  be  free  from  this  Vexation. 
Jf  they  bring  liim  any  Thing  to  eat,  the  Dogs  get  their  Nofcs 
in  his  Dilh  before  he  can  have  bis  Hand  in  it ;  and  often  while 
he  is  employed  in  defending  his  Portion  againft  thofe  that  attack 
him  in  F-ront,  there  comes  one  behind  that  carries  off  half  of  it, 
or  by  running  againft  him,  beats  the  Difh  out  of  his  Hands,  and 
fpills  the  Sagamitty  in  the  Afties. 

Ofrentimes  the  Evils  I  have  mentioned,  are  effaced  by  a 
greater ;  in  Comparifon  of  which  the  others  are  nothing,  <viz. 
Hunger.  The  Provifions  they  carry  with  them  do  not  laft 
long :  They  depend  on  the  Chace,  and  that  fails  fometimes.  It 
is  true,  that  the  Savages  can  bear  Hunger  with  as  much  Patience 
as  they  take  little  Precaution  to  prevent  it  ;  but  they  are  fome- 
times reduced  to  fuch  Extremity,  that  they  fink  under  it. 

The  Miffionary,  from  whom  I  took  this  Account,  was  obliged, 
in  his  firft  Winter  encamping,  to  eat  the  Eel  Skins  and  Elk  Skins, 
with  which  he  had  patched  his  Caffock  ;  after  which  he  was 
forced  to  eat  young  Branches,  and  the  fofteft  Bark  of  Trees. 
Neverthelefs,  he  ftood  this  Trial,  without  lofing  his  Health  ; 
but  all  Perfons  have  not  his  Strength. 
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The  NaflSneTs  alone  of  theCaMns,  and  the  StifAeh  ^h'lch  na. 

Vk  w  as  r  T  turally  arifes  from  it,  i^  areal  Puniihineht  t» 
.  Jc!  ^''•^'*^/'  "J  any  oic  but  a  Savage.  It  is  e*fy  t<r  judge 
tife  savages,  ^^^  ^^^  y^^y^  muft  %©  aimyng  Vho^Xc  wfio 

never  change  their  Linen  br  Clothes  Wtt  whin  they  drop  to 
Pieces,  ana  who  take  ho  Care  to  ivaiTi  them.  In  Slimmer  they 
bathe  .every  Day  ;  but  they  rub  themfelves  di^e£tlv  with  Oil  or 
Greafe  of'  a  ftrong  Scent.  In  Wintef  they  continue  in  their 
Filth,  and  in  all  Soafohs  on6  cannot  ^ter  into  their  Cabins  with, 
out  being  atmoft  poifoned. 

A\\  they  V  It  25  not  onl}^  without  any  Seafonine^,  and  commonly 
▼c'r,  ^^(»;  •,  ,  but  there  reigns  in  their  Meals  a  Sfovenlinefs  which 
tim^^h  jiH  Defcription.  What  I  have  feen,  and  what  I  have 
hear<  wouJt;  frighten  you.  There  are  few  Animals  who  do  not 
feedcii.uier.  "nd  after  we  have  ffeen  what  paflcs  among  thefe 
People  in  this  /in'cle,  one  can  no  longer  doubt  that  Fancy  has 
a  great  Share  in  our  Antipathies  ;  and  that  many  Meflbs,  which 
really  hurt  our  Health,  do  not  produce  this  EfTeA  but  by  thr 
Power  of  thefe  Antipathies,  and  by  the  little  Courage  we  have 
to  conquer  them. 

We  muft  neverthelefs  ackndwledge,  that  Things  are  a  little 
changed  in  all  thefe  Articles  fince  our  Arrival  in  this  Country. 
I  have  feen  fome  who  have  endeavoured  to  procure  themfelves 
ibme  Conveniencies^  which  jperhaps  they  will  foon  find  it  hard  to 
be  deprived  of.  Some  b^egin  alfo  to  take  a  little  more  Precau- 
tion not  to  find  themfelves  unprovided,  when  the  Chace  fails  ; 
^nd  among  thofe  who  dwell  in  the  Colony,  there  is  little  to  add 
to  make  them  arrive  at  the  Point  of  having  tolerable  Neceira- 
ries  :  But  it  is  to  be  feared,  when  they  are  got  io  far,  they  will 
foon  go  further,  and  feek  for  Superfluities,  which  will  make 
them  more  unhappy  (lill,  than  they  are  at  prefent  in  the  midil 
of  the  greateft  Indigence. 

However,  it  will  not  be  the  Miffionarics  who  Will  cxpofe  th(*m 
to  this  Danger,  fieing  perfukded  that  it  is  morally  impoflible  to 
take  the  exa£l  Medium,  and  keep  within  it,  they  ihuch  rather 
chufe  to  partake  with  fhefe  People  of  what  i^  tnoft  troublefome 
jn  their  Way  of  .living,  than  to  Opdn  their  iiyes  on  the  Means 
of  finding  out  Conveniencies :  Ana  indeed  thofe  who  are  Wit- 
neffes  of  their  Sufferings,  can  hardly  conceive  how  they  can  fop- 
port  them  J  and  the  rather,  becaufc  they  have  ho  Relaxation, 
and  that  all  the  Seafons  have  their  particular  tnconveniencies. 
As  their  Villages  are  always  fituated  near  Woods,  or  on  the 
Side  of  fbme  Water,  and  often  between  both. 
As  ibon  as  the  Air  begins  to  grow  warm,  the 
Mufketoes,  and  an  infinite  Number  of  other 
fmall  Flies,  begin  a  Perfecutionmc.e grievous 
than  the  Smoke,  which  we  are  often  obliged 
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fometimes  »»."-"  ^^od*.  wro'  d^*'""';'  ^hcrc  there  is  n« 
'^«^"f-^*"btttSeAri«^«  «P^\S,t  as*  Valentin  Summer 
gei  ot  ^«"8  r  He«  of  the  Sun.  which  w  as 

a,  the  Wind  "  P*  ^5^**  Jj^^oes,  the  conW  Poltu     ^^  ^^^ 
If  one  travel,  m  ^pprehenfions  wc  are  un  ^     ^^ 

t^^  ^r  "*oi^d1S^  flo^  P'^Sref'  th^y^tiS:  The  little  Societ. 
,»„'t  be  avoided,  tn  ^^^  "^"'^^Hinrand  who  never  fpeafc 

by  thcleaft  ^^"ipeoplewho  Wn^^^r  X '^  vou  with  their  ill 
oie  can  have  ^'^^^^l^^  Thing,  who  ^^^^J°^^  Caprices  and 

Man  who  is  P"' »«  "^ »  „  of  fo»=  ""f"  7 


at  the  SigM  »'  -"  -  f'fcveral  M*"'""^" '  e      ' '- v 

h„  coft  the  I-''"  virions  where  thev  ^'M'P'i,.,,,  either  to  the 
clared  between  the  rsa«  f"'l^="'''ru„„ible  Torments  : 

hardeft  Servitude,  or  w|  ^^^^  ^j.^  "'-^w  beei  lefs  ftvere .. 
This  is,  M»'i?»',f  to  fome  Time  paft  « ''»'f''^5,  Qofpel  other 
trtl)  have  led.  ".  ^Xfo,  the  Labourers  of  the  ,  F  ^^^^ 
fomeRefpeas,tt  hwna  j       „ce  """^  ^^^ f»me  Meifure 

i„«ard  Troubles,  and  o.    ^.  _^  H  encreafe  m  thej^  ^^^^    f  .^^ 

far  from  being  >«ff«"«i    '„d  as  the  natura'  i»n  ^^^^ 

as  the  Colony  encreafes,M^h  all  Sorts  ot        {J^f,. 

Country  have  «>°«fS"  Portrait  of  *'feP^°P^';„d  CuHom. 
Inihort.  tomakea^br  Appearance  and  Manne^^  b- 

A  M'  '"'"■■  which  are  '""'^.^em  a  fecial  l-'?^';'; 
,r,«  ./  '*'  S«-  fervable  '■"""Ky  »«  the  Imperfeftiou. 
^^J  free    f'°?,*T  Society  among  u  •  Jhey 

which  fo  oft^en  dUl^b  ^^ifb^fthey  do  *at^^n  cMd  W^^^ 

appear  to  be  wuhoutl  p,i„ciple,  wbich  th«^         „  Reafon. 
and  fometimes  througn  thofe  who  give  i>       ^j^;     and 

Unbridled  P^®""  Hhe  "»»  «^="^*'='^  ,^^  ^u  E^tbT  before  the 
They  feem  to  lead  the  m  pecple  on^"""' ji^v,leag. 

they  were  perhaps  tnew,      r 
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Knowledge  of  the  Objcfts,  which  fo  much  work  upon  and  feduce 
ns,  had  excited  in  them  Defires  which  Ignorance  kept  in  Supine, 
neis ;  and  which  have  not  as  yet  made  any  great  Ravages  among 
them.  Wedifcover  in  them  a  Mixture  of  the  fierccft  and  the  moft 
gentle  Manners,  the  Imperfe£lions  of  wild  Beads,  and  Virtues  and 
Qualities  of  the  Heart  and  Mind,  which  do  the  greateft  Honour 
to  Human  Nature.  One  would  think  at  firft  that  they  have  no 
Form  of  Government,  that  they  acknowledf^e  neither  Laws  nor 
Subordination  ;  and  that  living  in  an  entire  independence,  they 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  folely  guided  by  Chancr,  and  the  wildeft 
Caprice :  Neverthelefs,  they  enjoy  almoft  all  the  Advantages 
that  a  well  regulated  Authority  can  procure  for  the  beft  go- 
verned Nations.  Born  free  and  independent,  they  look  with 
Horror  even  on  the  Shadow  of  a  defpotic  Power ;  but  they  fel- 
dom  depart  from  certain  Principles  and  Cuftoms,  founded  on 
good  Senfe,  which  are  to  them  inftead  of  Laws,  and  which  in 
wme  Meafure  fupply  the  Place  of  a  lawful  Authority.  They 
will  not  bear  the  lead  Reftraint  ;  but  Reafon  alone  keeps  them 
in  n  Kind  of  Subordination  ;  which,  for  being  voluntary,  is  not 
the  lefs  cfFcftual  to  obtain  the  End  intended. 

A  Man  who  IhouM  be  highly  efteemed  by  them,  would  find 
them  docible  enough,  and  would  make  them  do  almoft  what  he 
pleafed  ;  but  it  is  noteafy  to  obtain  their  Efteem  to  fuch  a  De- 
gree :  They  never  give  it  but  to  Merit,  and  to  fuperior  Merit ; 
of  which  they  are  as  good  Judges  as  thofc  amongft  us,  who 
think  they  have  the  moft  Difcernment. 

They  rely  much  onPhyfiognomy,  and  perhaps  there  are  no  Men 
m  the  World  who  are  better  Judges  of  it.  Tht  Reafon  is,  that 
they  have  none  of  that  Refpedl  for  any  Perfon  whatfoever,  which 
feduces  us  :  And  ftudying  only  pure  Nature,  they  have  a  perfeft 
Knowledge  of  it.  As  they  are  not  Slaves  to  Ambition  andlntereft, 
and  that  there  is  fcarce  any  Thing  but  thefe  two  Paflions  which 
has  weakened  in  us  that  Senfe  of  Humanity  which  the  Author  of 
Nature  had  graved  in  our  Hearts,  the  Inequality  of  Conditions 
is  no  Way  neceflary  to  them  for  the  Support  of  Society. 

Therefore,  Madam,  we  do  not  fee  l;ere,  at  leaft  we  feldom  meet 
with  thofe  haughty  Spirits,  who,  fiill  of  their  own  Grandeur,  or 
their  Merit,  almoft  fancy  they  are  a  different  Species,  difdaining 
the  reft  of  Mankind,  by  whom  of  Confequence  they  are  never 
trufted  nor  beloved  ;  who  think  none  like  themfelves,  becaufe 
the  Jealoufy  which  reigns  among  the  Great,  does  not  permit 
them  to  fr.^  each  other  near  enough  ;  who  do  not  know  them- 
felves, becaufe  they  never  ftudy  their  own  Hearts,  but  always 
flatter  themfelves  ;  who  do  not  confider  that  to  win  the  Hearts  of 
Men,  we  muft  in  fbme  Meafure  make  ourfelves  their  Equals  : 
So  t^at  with  this  pretended  Superiority  of  Knowledge,   which 
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they  look  upon  as  the  eflentlal  Property  of  the  eminent  Rank 
they  poflefs,  the  greateil  Part  of  them  live  in  a  proud  and  incu- 
rable Ignorance  of  what  concerns  them  the  moft  to  know,  and 
never  enjoy  the  true  Pleafures  of  Life. 

In  this  Country  all  Men  think  thcmfelves  equally  Men  ;  nnd 
in  Man  what  they  efteem  moll,  is  the  Man.  Here  is  no  Di- 
ftinifiion  of  Birth ;  no  Prerogative  allowed  to  Rank,  which  hurts 
the  Rights  of  private  Perfons  ;  no  Preheminence  given  to  Me- 
rit, that  infpires  Pride,  and  which  make»  other  People  feel  too 
much  their  Inferiority.  There  is  perhaps  lefs  Delicacy  of  Sen- 
timents than  among  us,  but  more  Juftnels ;  lefs  of  Ceremonies, 
and  of  what  may  render  them  equivocal ;  lefs  of  Confidcralion 
to  ourfelves. 

Religion  alone  can  bring  to  Perfcftion  the  ^ood  Qualities  of 
thefe  People,  and  correfk  their  evil  ones  ;  this  is  common  to 
them  with  others,  but  what  is  peculiar  in  them  is,  that  they  Hart 
fewer  Obftacles  when  they  begin  to  believe,  which  can  only  be 
the  Work  of  fpecial  Grace.  It  is  alfo  trnc,  that  to  eftablifh  perfect- 
ly the  Empire  of  Religion  over  them,  they  ought  to  fee  it  praftifed 
in  all  its  Purity  by  thofe  who  profefs  it  ;  they  are  very  apt  to  be 
f(^andalized  at  the  Behaviour  of  bad  Chri^iansy  as  all  thofe  are, 
who  are  inftrafted  for  the  firft  Time  m  the  Principles  of  the 
Gofpel  Morality. 

You  will  a(k  me,  Madam,  if  they  have  any  Religion  ?  to 
this  I  reply,  that  we  cannot  fay  they  have  none,  but  that  it  is 
pretty  hard  to  define  what  they  have.  I  will  entertain  you  more 
fully  on  this  Article,  at  my  firft  Leifure  ;  for  though  I  am  not 
much  employed  here,  I  am  fo  often  interrupted,  that  I  fcarcc 
get  two  Hours  in  the  Day  to  myfelf.  This  Letter,  as  well  as 
moft  of  the  preceeding,  will  inform  you,  that  I  do  not  write  re- 
gularly. I  content  myfelf  at  prefent  with  adding,  to  finiih  the 
Portrait  of  the  Savages,  that  even  in  the  moft  indifferent  Ac- 
tions, we  find  fome  Traces  of  the  primitive  Religion,  but  which 
efcape  the  Obfervation  of  thr^e,  who  do  not  confider  them  with 
Attention,  becaufe  they  are  ftill  more  effaced  through  the  Want 
of  Inftru6tion,  than  altered  by  the  Mixture  of  a  fuperftitioo:; 
Worfhip,  or  fabulous  Traditions. 

/  tfw,  Uz. 
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LETTER    XXIII. 

Of  the  TratiUivns,  tmi  •/  the  Religtw  of  the    Savage  y 

Canada. 

Madam,  Jt  the  Fort  of  the  Rinttr  St.  Joseph,  Stpt.  8. 

THIS  Letter  will  be  very  long,  if  fome  unforereen  Acci- 
dent  does  not  oblige  me  to  jput  off  to  another  Oppioituni- 
ty,  what  I  have  to  entertain  you  with  concerning  the  Belief,  thc 
Traditions,  and  the  Religion  of  pur  Savages. 
Nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  (he  Savages  of  this  Conti- 

(fL    %T  »•       *■   'I'^Qt  ^^^^  ^"  ^^^^  °^  ^  ^i*^  ^cing,  but  at  the 
Ihe  mum  oj    ^^^^  ^j^g  nothing  is  more  obfcure.     They 
the  S'^cfsof  the    ^         j^  general,  in  making  him  the  firft  Spi- 
%Jrtgim  of  Man.  P^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  Qxtzx.ox  of  the  World  ;  but 

when  we  preft  them  a  little  on  this  Article,  to  know  what  they 
mean  by  the  first  Spitit,  we  find  nothing  but  odd  Fancies.  Fa- 
bles fo  ill  conceived,  Syllems  fo  little  digelKd,  and  fo  little  Uni- 
formity, that  one  can  fay  nothing  regular  on  this  Subject.  They 
fay  that  the  ^iOMv  come  much  nearer  than  the  reft  to  what  we 
ought  to  think  of  this  firft  Principle.  But  the  little  Intercourfe 
we  have  had  with  them  hitherto,  has  not  aiForded  me  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  learning  their  Traditions,  as  far  as  I  coHldhave  wilhcd* 
to  fpeak  of  t^em  with  any  Certainty. 

Almoft  all  the  Algonquin  Nations  have  civen  the  Name  of  the 
Great  Hare  to  the  nrft  Spirit,;  fome  call  him  Michabouf  otheri 
Jtahvctm.  TJie  ^reateft  Part  fay,  that  being  fuppprted  on  the 
Waters  with  all  his  Court,  all  compofed  of  four-tooted  Creatures 
like  himfelf,  he  lbrm«d  the  Earth  out  of  a  Grain  of  Sand,  t^ken 
from  the  Bottom  of  the  Ocean  ;  and  created  Men  of  the  dead 
fiodies  of  Animals.  There  ane  fome  alfo  thajt  fpeak  of  a  God  of 
the  Waters  who  oppofed  the  Defign  of  the  Greoi  Hare,  or  at 
leaft  refofed  to  favour  it.  This  God  is,  according  to  fome,  the 
great  Tiger,  but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  there  are  no  true  Tigers 
jnCoMoJa;  therefore  this  Tradition  might  probably  be  derived 
from  fome  other  Country.  Laftlv,  they  have  a  third  God  named 
Matcomekf  whom  they  invoke  during  the  Winter,  and  of  whom  I 
could  learn  nothing  particular. 

The  Arejkoui  of  the  Hurons^  and  the  Agrefkoue  of  the  Iroquois^ 
is  in  the  Opinion  of  thefe  People  the  Supreme  Being,  and  the  Go  J 
of  War.  Thefe  People  do  not  give  the  fame  Origin  to  Men  as  the 
Jlgon^uins,  and  they  do  not  go  fo  far  back  as  the  Creation  of  the 

World, 


irawh  in  North  America. 


Mo 

travel:  in  ^^°"";"'."' .; rworU  ..  firft;  =>■«» 

trani  Jhf  foon  appea^d  »  ^-1".^;^^,.  hi.hcft  Pan 
of  Heaven  per«.vmg  It.  threw  n  ^^^^  g^^^  „f  ,  Tor 

:y '"S.  t  ^l^:  f<S";vo  ChUarc.  one  of  «h,ch 
„'ven  of  the  Huiband  of  ^'"W„*f  7A^,.;,/ir.»,  and  of 

Jcupka  is  the  Sun.     J^%ll\\{,^r,  taken  for  ^r./c«/,  as  bc 

'"  V'  '"fe:''  Tcthc  N^/ure  of  FalfcUood  to  contrad^ 
&ZTZ':i  Principle  .„  ,Heir  Notio. . 

The  Gods  of  the  Savages  have,  accorm  g  ^  j^_,„     ,j 

^  Bodies,  and  live  much  in  u         f„convemen- 

rWr  A'"'""  °/    we  do,  but  without  any  ^       ,^.^^^  Sfi- 

Spiriu.  cics  which  wx  are  f^bj^"  °-  „.„ncnt  Nature       . 

ir,gni«esa.ong.hen.o„,y^^^^^^^^^^ 

every  Thing  that  is  ""' ''>%^^ ,''  efs  to  iheir  r«"=."^'f  pi^S; 

Tin^d^Vf  ?^r K  S"^  ^t:^^  i 

According  to  the /ro7«o-'^>  ^^^       tSpre  came  then    a  {^  ciugt, 

r/V««i  but  one  can  ^^  ce  Qc        '        ^  j^  ji,„ertca.     ^rSavaffes 
much  ficlher  Date,  which  v^ ^;^^^;  .^^„  ^^  ^he  Stones    he  Savap 

tell  about  their  principal  1^^  ^ 


h  •'1 


II 


250  An  Hificrkal  Journal  of 

But  befides  the  firft  Being,  or  the  Great  Spirit,  and  the  othcf 
Gods  which  are  confounded  with  him,  they  have  an  infinite 
Number  of  Genii,  or  Subaltern  Spirits,  good  and  evil,  which 
have  their  particular  Worfhip. 

The  Iroquois  place  Atahentfie  at  the  Head  of  the  evil  Spirits, 
r\c*L.  n  J  A  *"*1  make  Joujkeka  the  Chief  of  the  Good. 
%,     f  They  even  confound  him    fometimes  with 

nnl^eniu  ^^^  q^j  ^j^^  expelled    his    Grandmother 

from  Heaven,  for  fuffering  herfelf  to  be  feduced  by  a  Man. 
Thev  addreis  themfelves  to  the  evil  Genii,  only  to  beg  that  they 
would  do  them  no  Harm ;  but  they  fuppofe  that  the  others  watch 
over  Men  for  their  Good,  and  that  every  Man  has  his  own  Genius. 
In  the  Huron  Langui^e  they  call  them  Okkis,  and  in  the  Algon^ 
auin,  Manitous.  They  have  Recourfe  to  them  when  they  are 
m  any  Danger,  when  they  go  on  any  Ei  terprize,  and  when  they 
would  obtain  fome  extraordinary  Favour.  They  think  they  may 
tfk  any  Thing  of  them,  however  unreafonable  it  may  be,  or 
however  contrary  even  to  good  Behaviour  and  Honefly.  But 
Children,  they  fuppofe  are  not  born  under  their  Prote£lton. 
They  muft  firft  know  how  to  handle  a  Bow  and  Arrows,  to  merit 
this  Favour.  There  muft  alfo  be  fome  Preparations  to  receive  it. 
This  is  the  moft  important  Affair  of  Life.  Thefe  are  its  prin- 
cipal Ceremonies : 

They  begin  by  blacking  the  Face  of  the  Child  ;  then  it  muft 
«-,  ^        faft    for    eight  Days,   without    having   the 

Ibi  necejjan  leaftNourifhmenf;  and  during  this  T  me  his 
Freparations  tcob-  ^^^^^^  Guardian  Genius  mull  appear  to  him 
iain  a  Guardian  .^^  ^^^  Dreams.  The  empty  Brain  of  a  poor 
K^enius,  Child,  juft  entering  on  the  firfl  Stage  of  Youth, 

can*t  fail  of  fumifliing  him  with  Dreams ;  and  every  Morning 
thev  take  great  Care  to  make  him  relate  them.  However,  the 
Fauing  often  ends  before  the  Time  appointed,  as  few  Children 
have  Strength  to^be^ir  it  fo  long  ;  but  that  creates  no  DifHculty. 
They  are  acquainted  here,  as  in  other  Places,  with  the  conveni- 
ent Ufeof  Difpenfations.  TheThin^  which  the  Child  dreams 
of  moft  frequently,  i  1  fuppofed  to  be  his  Genius  ;  but  no  doubt 
this  Thinjp  was  confidered  at  firft  only  as  a  Symbol,  or  Shape 
under  which  the  Spirit  manifefts  himfelf :  But  the  lame  has  hap- 
pened to  thefe  People,  as  tc  *ill  thofe  who  have  erred  from  the 
primitive  Religion  :  They  nave  attached  themfelves  to  the  Re- 
prcfentation,  and  have  loft  Sight  of  the  Reality. 

Neverthelefs,  thefe  Symbols  fignify  nothing  of  themfelves : 
Sometimes  it  is  the  Head  of  a  Bird,  fumetimes  the  Foot' of  an 
Animal,  or  a  Piece  of  Wood  :  In  a  Word,  the  moft  ordinary 
Things,  and  the  leaft  valued.  They  preferve  them,  however, 
with  as  much  Care  as  the  Antients  lid  their  PennUu    There  i« 

even 
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even  nothing  in  Nature  that  hath  not  its  Spirit,  if  we  believe  the 
Savages ;  but  they  are  of  all  Degrees,  and  have  not  the  fame 
Power.  When  the^  do  not  comprehend  a  Thing,  they  affign 
to  it  a  fuperior  Genius,  and  their  Wayof  Expreflion  in  this  Cafe 
is  to  fiy.  It  is  a  Spirit.  It  is  the  fame  for  ftronger  Reafons  with 
Re(pe£t  to  Men,  thofe  who  have  fingular  Talents,  or  who  do  ex- 
traordinary Things,  they  fay  are  Spirits;  :.bat  is  t»/ay,  they 
have  a  Guardian  Genius  of  a  more  exalted  Degree  than  Men 
in  general. 

Some,  efpecially  the  Jugglers,  endeavour  to  perfuade  the 
Multitude  that  they  are  fometimes  in  a  Trance.  This  Madnefs 
has  exifted  at  all  Times,  and  among  all  Nations,  and  has  given 
fiirth  to  all  the  falfe  Relieions.  The  Vanity,  which  is  fo  natural 
to  Mankind,  has  never  imagined  a  more  eifeAual  Method  to 
rule  over  the  Weak  :  The  Multitude  at  laft  draw  after  them 
thofe  who  pride  themfelves  raoft  in  their  Wifdom.  The  Anuri" 
xan  Impoftors  are  not  behind-hand  with  any  in  this  Point,  and 
they  know  how  to  obtain  all  the  Advantages  from  it  which  they 
propofe.  The  Jugglers  never  fail  to  puulifli,  that  during  their 
pretended  Extacies,  their  Genii  give  them  great  Informations  of 
Things  done  at  the  greated  Diilance,  and  offuture  Events ;  and 
as  by  Chance,  if  we  will  not  allow  the  Devil  any  Share  in  it, 
they  fometimes  happen  to  divine  or  guefs  pretty  right,  they 
acquire  by  this  a  great  Reputation  :  They  are  reckoned  Genii  of 
the  firft  Order. 
As  foon  as  they  have  declared  to  a  Child  what  he  mud  for 


«       .  f        the  Time  to  come  look  upon  as  his  Guardian 

I  *  ,  .  ^  r!  Genius,  they  inllrud  him  carefully  of  the 
r  y^^,  "'*  '""*  Obligation  he  is  under  to  honour  him,  to 
4ina  -why.  ^^j^^  ^j^g  Council  he  fhall  receive  from  him 

in  his  Sleep,  to  merit  his  Favours,  to  put  all  his  Truil  in  him, 
and  to  dread  the  EfFedls  of  his  Anger  if  he  negleds  his  Duty 
towards  him.  The  Feftival  terminates  in  a  Peak,  and  the  Cuf- 
tom  is  alfo  to  prick  on  the  Body  of  the  Child,  the  Figure  of  his 
Okkit  or  his  Manitou.  One  would  imagine  that  fuch  a  folcmn 
Engagement,  the  Mark  of  which  can  never  be  effaced,  Ihould 
be  inviolable ;  neverthelefs,  there  needs  only  a  Triile  to  break 
it. 

The  Savages  do  not  easily  acknowledge  themfelves  in  the 
Wrong,  even  with  their  Gods,  and  make  no  Difficulty  to  juftify 
themfelves  at  their  Expence :  Therefore,  the  iirll  Time  they  have 
Occafion  to  condemn  themfelves,  or  to  lay  the  Blame  on  their 
Guardian  Genius,  the  Fault  always  falls  on  the  latter.  Tiiey 
ieek another  without  any  Ceremony,  and  this  is  done  with  the 
fame  Precautions  as  at  firft.  The  Women  have  alfo  their  Mam- 
toujf  or  their  OUis,  but  they  do  not  fo  much  regard  them  as  the 

-.   . .        Kk  2  Men; 
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Men  ;  perhaps,  bccauft  tlicydo  not  find  thern  fo  much  Employ- 
ment. 
They  make  to  all  thcfe  Spints  different  Sorts  of  Offerings,  which 

or       y   /      you  may  call,  if  you  pleafe,  Sacriiices.     They 
Sacrifices  nf  the     ',  .'        .      • ,  •    ^         1   .1,.  i  „u«     r> 

^         ''       J  throw  into  the  ilivcrs  and  the  Lakes  Pttun^ 

oa-jages.  Tobacco,  or  Birds  that  h;:vc  had  their  Throats 

cut,  to  unJer  the  God  of  lac  VV'aters  propitious  to  them.  In 
Honcurof  the  Sun,  andfometimes  alfo  or  the  inferior  Spirits,  they 
throw  into  the  Fire  P-^rt  cf  every  Thing  they  ufe,  and  which  they 
acknowledge  to  hold  »rom  them.  It  isibmetimesout  of  Gratitude, 
but  oftencr  through  Intcrell :  Their  Acknowledgment  alfo  is  in- 
terefted ;  for  thefc  I'coole  have  no  Sentiments  of  the  Heart  towards 
their  Deities.  V/e  have  ohferved  alfo  on  fome  Occafions  a  Kind  of 
Libations,  and  all  this  is  acompani'd  with  Invocations  in 
myftcrious  Terms,  which  the  Savages  could  never  explain  to 
the  Europeans,  cither  that  in  Fait  they  hav.no  Meaning,  or  that 
the  Scnfe  of  them  has  not  been  tranfmitt'id  by  'Fradition 
V'ith  the  Words  ;  perhaps  alfo  they  keep  it  as  a  Secret  from 
us. 

Wc  find  nlfo  Collars  of  rorcel.ain.  Tobacco,  Ears  of  Maiz, 
Skins,  and  uhole  Animals,  efpccially  Dogs,  i;n  the  Sides  of 
difficult  .ind  dangerous  Ways,  on  Rocks,  or  by  the  Side  of  the 
Falls  ;  and  thcfr  arc-  fo  many  Offerings  made  to  the  Spirits  which 
prcfidc  in  thefc  IMaces.  I  have  nlrtady  faid  that  a  Dog  is  the 
moll  common  Vidim  that  they  facrifice  to  ihcm  :  Sometimes  they 
luing  hi:u  up  aiive  on  a  Tree  l>y  the  hind  Feet,  and  let  liim 
die  there  ravir.p  mad.  The  War  FealK  which  is  always  of 
\J0^  ,  m.iy  very  well  ?lfo  pafs  for  a  Sacrifce.  In  fhort,  they 
render  much  tlie  fame  Honours  to  the  mifchi'vous  Spirits,  as  to 
thofe  that  arc  be».ef;cc'nt,  when  they  have  any  Thing  to  fear 
from  tluir  Malice. 

Thus,  Madam,  amoiiq;  thcfe  People,  whom   feme  have  repre- 

Oft^^eFaPt  fentcd  .is  having  no  Idea  of  Religion,    or  a 

/  '        /'•'•         Deity,  almoll  every  Thing  appears  to  be  the 

Objedt  of  a  Religious  Worflnp,  or  at  leall  to  have  feme  Relation 

to  it.  in>rnf;  have  lancied  that  their  Fails  were  only  intended  to  ac- 

cuftom  then  to  heir  Uunf^cr,  and  I  agree  that  they  may  be  partly 

defigr.cd  for  this  End ;  but  all  the  Circumftances  which  .iccompany 

them,  lca\c  no   Room  to  doubt  that  Religion  is   the  principal 

Motive;  was  it  only  their  Attention,  which  I  h.ivc  fpoken  of,  to 

obferve  their  Dreams  during  that  Time;  for  it  is  certain  that  thcfe 

Dreams  arc  cllecmed  rs  real  Grades,  and  Notices  from  Heaven. 

Thei'*  is  Hill  Icfs  Room  to  doubt  that  Vows  are  among  thcfe 

Qf  y  ^  .  People  pure  Ads  of  Religion,  and  the  Cullom 

•^         *■'*  of  them  is  abfolutcly  the  lame  as  with  us.  For 

InUance,  when  they  arc  out  of  Provifions,  as  it  often  happens  in 

their 
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iheir  Journies  and  ia  their  Huntings,  they  promife  their  Genii 
to  give  in  Honour  of  them,  a  Portion  of  the  firfl  Beall  they  (hall 
itill  to  one  of  their  Chiefs,  and  not  to  eat  till  they  have  perform- 
ed their  Promife.  If  the  Thing  becomes  impofllble,  becaufe  the 
Chief  is  at  a  great  Dillance,  they  burn  what  was  defigned  for 
him,  and  make  a  Sort  of  Sacrifice. 

Formerly  the  Savages  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Acadia 
had  in  their  Country,  on  t!ic  Side  of  the  Sea,  a  very  old 
Trtt^  of  which  they  ufed  to  tell  many  wonderful  Stories,  and 
uhich  was  always  loadfd  with  Offerings.  Tlv-  Sea  having  laid 
all  its  Roots  bare,  it  fupportcd  itfclf  llill  a  long  Time  againlt 
the  Violence  of  the  Wiiids  and  Waves,  whicli  connimcd 
the  Savages  in  their  Notion,  that  it  was  the  Seat  of  fr-ine  great 
Spirit:  Its  Fall  was  not  even  cap:'.!'''-*  of  undeceiving  tiiem,  .ind 
as  long  as  there  appeared  fomc  Ends  of  the  Brancljcs  out  of  the 
Water,  they  paid  it  the  fame  Honours  as  the  .vhole  I'ree  had  re- 
ceived while  it  was  ftandin'^i:. 
Tlie  grcatcll  i'art  of  their  Fcafln,  thc-Ir  Songs,  and  their  Dances 

frr       f^-  •.      r-    av>pear  to  me  to  have   hud  th.eir    Rife    from 

I ijt  Affinity  of    D   ,•    •  1  AM  .  /•  f         'T'        - 

,,     (,      ■"     -^     L     Religion,    and  itill  to  prclervc    lome  Traces 

,,    ,       ^  of  It ;  but  one  niufl.  have  t^ood  hves,  or  ra- 

trt  lews  •  .^.' 

•'       *  tl'.er  a  very  lively  IiVjaiMnatio;!,    to  pcr.;civc 

in  them  all  that  fome  Travellers  ha*'c  pretended  to  difcovcr.     I 
have  met  with  fome  who  could  not  help  thinlcing  that  our  Sa- 
vages were  (icf-ended  from  the  7.  Tt-v,  and  found  in  every  Thin^ 
fome  Afhnity  between  tijcfc  i^arh.-iri;  nr.  and  the  People  of  God. 
There  is  indeed  a  Refemhl:;r.ce  i!\  lome  Tl.ings,  as  not  to  uf(i 
Knives  in  certain  Meal?,  &  not  to  break  the  Bono  5  of  the  Bc:'.R  they 
cat  at  thofe  Times,  and  the  Separation  of  tlic  Women  during  the 
Time  of  t'ltlr  ufuul  Infirmities.     Some  Pcrfons,    tliey  lay,    have 
heard  them,  or  thought  they  heard  them,    pronounce  the  VVord 
Hallelujah    in    their  Songs  :    But   who  can  believe,    that  wlien 
they  pierce  their  Ears  ani  Nofcs,  they  do  it  in  Purfuancr  of  the 
I.a.v  of  Circum':ifion  ?  On  the  other  Hand,  don't  v,e  kuow  diat 
the  Cuftom  of  Circumcifion  is   more  antient  than  the  J^avv   iliat 
was  given  to  Ahrahnm  and  his  Poftcriry  :     The  Feaft  tliey  make 
at  the  Return  of  the  Hunters,  and  of  \i  hich  they  muil  leave  no- 
thing, has  alfo  been  taken  for  a  Kind  of  Burnt-OfFering,  or  fur  a 
Remain  of  the  Paflovrr  of  the  Ijradiics  ;  and  the   rather,  they 
fay,  becaufe  when  anv  one  cannot  compafs  his  Portion,   he  may 
get  the  Aflillance   of  his  Neighbours,   a--  was  prailifed  by  the 
iVoplc  of  God,  when  a  Family  was  not  fu.licient  to  cat  the  whole 
l^afchal  Lamb. 
An  antient  Miifionary  (a)^  w-ho  lived  a  long  Time  v/Ith  the  0«- 
Thdr  Priedt         f^'^ouals^  lus  written,  that  among  ilief:  Savagci 
'^  *        an  old  Man  performs  the  Office  of  a  Prielt  at 

(u)  Failicr  ClauiU  A''tuez,  a  yfjuir, 
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the  Feafts,    which  I  have  juft  mentioned  ;  that  they  begin  byi 
giving  Thanks  to  the  Spirits  for  the  Succefs  of  the  Chacc  ;  J.\ 
terwards  another  takes  a  Loaf  of  Petunt  breaks  it  in  two,  and  1 
throws  it  into  the  Fire.  This  is  certain,  that  thofe  who  have  men. 
tioned  them  as  a  Proof  of  the  Poffibility  of  Atheifin^  properly  fo 
called,  are  not  acquainted  with  the  n.     It's  true  that  they  never 
difcourfc  about  Religion,  and  that  their  extreme  Indolence  on  this 
Point  has  always  been  the  greateft  Obftade  we  have  met  with  in 
converting  them  to  Cbripianity.     But  however  little  they  dif. 
coarfe  about  it,  we  fhould  do  wrong  to  conclude   from  thence 
that  they  have  no  Idea  of  God. 

Indolence  is  their  prevailing  Charafter  :  It  appears  even  in 
the  Affairs  which  concern  them  moft :  But  in  Spite  of  this  Fault,  Q 
in  Spite  even  of  that  Spirit  of  Independence  in  whicn  they  arc 
bred,  no  People  in  the  World  have  a  greater  Dependence  on  the 
confufed  Ideas  they  have  preferved  of  the  Deity  ;  even  to  that  De- 
gree, that  they  attribute  nothing  to  Chance,  and  that  they  draw 
Omens  from  every  Thing  ;  which  they  believe,  as  I  have  faid 
before,  are  Notices  from  Heaven. 

1  have  read  in  fome  Memoirs,  that  many  Nations  of  this  Con- 
tinent have  formerly  had  youn_^  Maids,  who 
never  had  any  Converfaticn  with  Man,  and 
never  married.  I  can  neither  warrant,  nor 
contradid  this  Fad.  Virginity  is  of  itfelf  ^  Sute  fo  perl'cft, 
that  it  is  no  Wonder  it  has  been  refpefttd  in  ail  the  Countriej 
of  the  World :  But  our  oldeft  Mifliorjaries  have  faid  nothing, 
that  I  know  of,  of  thefc  Veftals  ;  though  nany  agree  concern- 
ing the  H^fteem  they  had  for  Celibacy  in  f1)me  Countries.  I 
find  alfo,  that  among  the  Huroas  and  th^  l  cquois  there  were, 
not  long  fincc,  a  Kind  of  Hermitf ;  vho  ci;vrved  Continence} 
and  they  fliew  \x^  fome  very  falutury  i  lunts,  which  the  Savages 
fay  have  no  Vii '  u ;,  if  shey  are  not  adminiftered  by  Virgin  Hands. 

The  Belief  the " 

Their  1  bought  s 
of  the  Immortality 

"     '    '^ '  Truth,    they  cannot  well  define  citlier  one 

or  the  other.  When  we  afk  what  they  think  of  their  Souls, 
they  anfwer,  they  areas  it  were  the  Shadows,  and  the  animated 
Images  of  the  Body  :  And  'tis  in  Confcquence  of  this  Princi- 
ple, that  thty  believe  every  Thing  is  animated  in  the  Univerle. 
Therefore  it  is  entirely  by  TratStion  that  they  hold  that  our 
Souls  do  not  die.  In  the  diiferent  Expreflions  they  ufe  to  ex- 
plain themfelves  on  this  Subjeft,  they  often  confound  the  Soul 
with  its  Faculties,  and  the  Faculties   with  their  Operations, 

^  though 


i:t\ 


ciinblifhed  amongft  our  Americans^  is  that 
th*e   Immortality  of  the  Soul.     Neverthe- 
kii,  they  do  not  believe  it  purely  fpirltual, 
more  than  their  Genii  ;  and  to  fpeak  the 
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though  thry  know  very  well  Y<w  to  make  the  Diilindion,  whea 

they  chufc  :o  fpeak  corre£lly. 
They  fay  alfo  tha:  the  Soul,  feparated  from  the  Body,  has  ftill 
(TL  '    \r  *•       /<    the  fame  Inclinations  it  had  before  ;  and  this 
Jbeir  Notion  of     -^  ^^^  ^^^{^^  why  they  bury  with  the  Dead 

"a  ?  iZhen I-     *^*'*y  '^^^'^S  '^7  "^^*^ '^^'■"  '"''"S-     '''^*^y 
J*  ^^'",1"     are  Jilfo  perfuadea,  that  the  Soul  remains  near 

'i''*  which  I  (hall  prefentlv  mention  ;  that  after- 

wards it  goes  into  the  Country  of  Souls,  where,  according  to 
fome,  it  is  transformed  into  a  Dove. 

Others  think  there  are  two  Souls  in  every  Man  :  They  attri- 

i^,      ,  tribute  to  one  al!   I  have  juft   mentioned  : 

Why  they  carry     r^.       .     ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  j^^^^^  ^^^  ^.^ 

Pro<vi/tetts  to  the     ^^^  ^^        j^^^  another  ;    which  nevertheleft 
'*  feldom  nappens,  they  fay,  but  to  the  Souls  of 

Children  ;  which  having  little  enjoyed  Life,  are  allowed  to  be- 
gin a  new  one.  For  this  Reafon,  they  bury  Children  by  the 
Sides  of  Highways,  that  the  Women,  as  they  paf'?  by,  may  ga- 
ther their  Souls.  Now  thefe  Souls,  which  fu  faithfully  keep 
Company  with  their  Bodies,  mufl  be  fed  ;  and  it  is  to  fulfil  this 
Duty,  that  they  carry  Provifions  to  the  Tombs  :  But  this  cocs 
notlaft  long,  and  thefe  Souls  mud  accuftom  themfclves  in  Time 
to  fad.  It  IS  hard  enough  fometimes  to  get  a  Subfillence  for  the 
Living,  without  burthening  themfelvcs  farther  with  pre vidir.g 
Food  Tor  the  Dead. 
But  one  Thing  which  thefe  People  never  fail  to  perform,  in 
whatfoever  Extremity  they  find  themfel'cs, 
is,  that  as  among  us  the  Spoils  of  the  Dead 
enrich  the  Living,  among  them  they  not 
only  carry  to  the  Grave  all  that   the   DeceaicJ  poffeiVeJ,  but 

alfo  Prefents   from   their    Friends    and  Relations. Thfy 

were  highly  provoked,  when  they  favv  fome  Frvtch  open  th« 
Graves,  to  get  the  Gowns  of  Beaver  Skins  in  which  the  Dead 
were  buried.  The  Graves  are  fo  facred  in  this  C  'ntry,  tliat 
to  profane  them  is  the  greatcfl  Hoilility  th-it  tan  committsd 
|>gainfta  Nation,  and  the  greateft  Sign  that  they  come  to  no 

Terms  with  them. 
I  havementioned  that  the  S-uls,  when  theTime      ome  that  they 

Of  th  C  /  ^^'^  ^"  P**^'  ^'^^  ^^^^  froitx  thei  iiodies,  go  to  a 
,/•  /  f  ^^'^  '^  Region  which  is  appointed  •  0  their  everlall- 
ing  Abode.  This  Countr) .  liy  the  Savage?, 
is  very  far  to  the  Weft,  and  the  Souls  are  fevers;!  Months  trave?- 
^ing  thither.  They  have  alfo  great  Dil!i':.:l:t<r!»  to  furniount,  arnl 
tliey  run  through  great  Dangers  before  thi;y  arrive  there.  They 
fpcak  efpecially  of  a  River  they  have  to  pafi,   where  many  ha\c 

o  bcco 


Tht  Preftnts  they 
make  to  the  Dead. 


^■i,;(l 


1 

i 


1'f 
IB 


! 


An   Hijlorical  yourrial  of 


I 


256 

been  wreclred  ;  of  a  Dog,  from  wliich  they  find  it  hard  to  de- 
fend themfelves  ;  of  a  Place  of  T<^rment,  where  they  expiate 
their  Faults  ;  of  another,  where  the  Souls  are  tormented  of  the 
Prifoners  of  War  that  have  been  burnt. 

This  Notion  is  the  Reafon  why,  after  the  Death  of  thefe 
Wretches,  for  Fear  their  Souls  fliould  flay  about  the  Cabins,  to 
revenge  their  Sufferings,  they  very  carefully  vifit  all  Placcb, 
ftriking  continually  with  a  Stick,  and  fending  forth  hideous  Cries, 
to  drive  away  thefe  Souls. 

The  Iroquois  fay,  that  Atahentsic  makes  her  ordinary  Re- 
fidence  in  this  Tartarus^  and  that  fhe  is  folely  employed  in  de- 
ceiving Souls,  to  dcllroy  them.  But  Jouskfra  omits  nothin;^ 
to  defend  them  againft  the  evil  Defigns  of  his  Grandmother. 
Among  the  fabulous  Stories  which  they  tell  of  Vvhat  paffcbin 
this  Hell,  which  fo  much  refembles  thofe  of  Homer  and  Virgil, 
there  is  one  that  fecms  to  be  copied  from  the  Adventure  of  Or- 
phtus  and  Emydice.  There  is  fcarce  any  Thing  in  it  to  change 
but  the  Names. 

For  the  reft.   Madam,  the  Happinefs  which  the  Savages  hope 

,r        .1       ^         to   enjoy  in  their  fancied  Eliftwu,  they  do 
//^ly    tbe^   pre-         ^  j  -r  1  ..u      n  j    c  W 

not  recard  precifcly  as  the  Reward  ot  Vir- 
tue. To  have  been  a  good  Hunter,  a  gal- 
lant Warrior,  fortunate  in  all  his  F.nter- 
prizcs,  to  have  killed  and  burnt  a  great  Number  of  Enemies; 
thefe  are  the  only  Titles  which  give  them  a  Right  to  their  Pa- 
radife  :  All  the  Hap,"inefs  of  wliich  confifts  in  finding  a  hunt- 
iar^and  fifliing  Place  that  never  fails,  an  eternal  Spring,  great 
Plenty  of  all  Things,  without  being  obliged  to  labour,  and  all 
the  iMeafurcs  of  Senfc  :  And  this  is  all  they  aflc  of  their  God^ 
in  their  Jjife.  All  their  Songs,  which  are  oi-iginally  their  Prayers, 
rnn  only  on  the  prcfcnt  Good.  Thei#  is  no  Mention  made, 
uo  more  than  in  their  Vovs,  of  a  future  Life.  They  think 
themfelves  furc  of  being  happy  in  the  other  World,  in  Propor- 
tion to  wiiat  they  have  been  in  this. 

Tlie  Souls  of  Bcalls  have  alfo  their  Place  in  the  Country  oi" 

nr  /     c    /     r    ^o"Js  ;  for,  according  to  the  Savages,  they 

^/  *''<'  ^°"''  y     arc  no  lefs  jaimortal  than  our's.     They  alfo 

■*    -'^■^'  allow  them  a  Sort  of  Reafon  ;  and  not  only 

each  Species,  but  alfo  each  Animal,  if  we  may  believe  them,  has 

alfo  its  Guardian  Genius.     In  a  Word,  they  make  no  Difference 

between  us  and  Biutcs,   but  that  our   Souls   are  ibmcthing  nt  a 

better  Sort.     Man,  they  fay,   is  the   King  of  Animals,  which 

.h.wc  all  the  fame  Attributes ;  but  Man  pofleircs  them  in  a  much 

higher  Degree.     They  believe  alfo  that  in  the  other  World  tl'.crc 

•re  Models  of  all  Sons  of  Souls ;   but  they  don'i  trouble  il^eni- 

{clvcj 
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Th.r.«noi.ng.»whj^  aud  Extravag^c  .  than^/^  ^^^^ 
rh  N.i-»  'f   «gafd»th«rDre«n»:  but  'My   ^^^^    ,,,, 
/)„«..,  """iin     in  th.  Manner  °f  "P^'^^f  i,  «  th«  reaTon- 
„  /A.  S«*-«"-         on  thU  Matter.    Somenm  „„i„„5 1" 

h='eX?vS"X^^  '^'  "^' 

«8?'''/  X^l  »  i«'-«  *"'  Tcr„cri«  that  we  mould 

?'  '^W  In  Confequence  of  this  Prm"ple.  *'/  -^^^       ^„.i 
"f  Religion  to  obV  theCe  ^"f'^^'^ti^uX^  it  cut  olf  wh<=n  he 

awoke,  after  he  Iw^prep^^^       ,,,,^  he  was  a  1  "'j"=^   ,|.„„,a 
Tnlnce  ?o  dream  they  fee  many  Elks,    s       .  y  ^^^^    j  ^^^^.^  ^^ 
n^tnUVhTng"  wit?  tSS  own  Eyes.  ^^^         ,  .„a 
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not  hold  him  any  longer,  they  hid  all  the  Arms  for  Fear  of  for 
Accident.  Some  thought  it  proper  to  prepare  a  Draught  k 
him,  made  of  certain  Herbs  of  great  Virtue  ;  but,  when  they 
leaft  expected  it,  the  pretended  Madman  jump'd  into  the  River. 
He  was  taken  out  immediately,  and  he  complained  of  Cold  ; 
yet  he  would  not  come  near  a  good  Fire  that  was  prefently  made; 
He  fat  down  at  the  Foot  of  a  Tree  ;  and  as  he  feemed  more 
calm,  they  brought  him  the  Drink  they  had  prepared  for  him. 
*'  Tou  muft  give  it  to  tbit  Child"  (faid  he)  and  what  he  called  a 
Child,  was  the  Skin  of  a  Bear  fluffed  with  Straw  :  He  was 
obeyed,  and  they  poured  all  the  Drink  into  the  Jaws  of  this  Fi- 
gure :  Then  they  aik*d  him,  what  it  was  that  troubled  him  } 
*'  /  haw  dreamt  (replied  he)  that  a  Huart  (a  Kind  of  Cor- 
"  morant)  is  got  into  my  Stcmach."  Then  they  all  fell  a  laugh- 
ing :  But  fomething  was  to  be  done  to  cure  his  Imagination  ; 
and  th?  Method  they  took  for  it,  was  as  follows  : 

They  all  began  to  counterfeit  themfelves  mad,  and  to  cry  out 
as  loud  as  they  could,  that  they  had  alfo  an  Animal  in  their 
Stomachs;  but   they  did  not  chufe  to  jump  into  the  River  to 
drive  them  out,  as   it  was  very   cold  ;  they   had  rather  fweat 
themfelves.     The  whimfical  Perfon  liked  this  Advice  vtry  well. 
They  prefently  made  a  Stove,  and  they  entered  into  it,  crying 
out  as  loud  as  they  could  bawl :    Then  they  all  began  to  coun- 
terfeit the  Cry  of  the  Animal,  which  they  pretended  was  in  their 
Stomachs;  one  a  Goofe,   another  a   Duck,  another  a Buftard, 
another  a  Frog  :  The  Dreamer  alfo  counterfeited  his  Huart.  But 
the  Joke  was,  that  all  the  reft  beat  Time,  by  ftrikina  upon  him 
with  all  their  Strength,   with   Defign  to  tire  him  and  make  him 
fleep.  For  any  but  a  Savage,  there  was  Beating  enough  to  hinder 
him  from  clofing  his  Eyes  for  many  Days  ;  neverthelefs,  they  ob~ 
tained  what  they  defired.     The  Patient   flept  a  long  Time,  and 
when  he  awoke  he  was  cured  ;  feeling  no  Effefts  of  the  Sweat- 
ing, which  was  enough  to  have  weakened  him  greatly,   nor  ct 
the  Blows  with  which  ne  was  bruifed  all  over  ;  having  loft  even 
the  Remembrance  of  a  Dream,  for  which  he  had  paid  w  dear. 
But  it  is  not  the  Perfon  alone,   who  has  had   a  Dream,  that 
muft  fatisfy  the  Obligations  that  he  imagine*^ 
are  impofed  on  him  by  it  ;  but  it  would  alfo 
be  a  Crime  in  any  Perfon  that  he  addreftes 
himfclf  to,  to  refufe  him  any  Thing  he  de- 
flrf'd  in  dreaming.     And  yon  muft  perceive, 
Madnni,  that  this  may  havediiagreeable  Con- 
fcquenco?.     But  as  the  Savapes  are  not  Self- 
interefteH,  they  abufe  this  Piinciplc  much  lefs  than  they  wcuIJ 
in  other  Places.     U  the  Thing  defired  is  of  fuch  a  Nature  that 
if  cannot  be  iuj  plied  by  a  rrivatc  Perfon,  the  Public  takes  Cari 
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weighty  Affair  of  State.     They  had  no  fooner  re-entered  their 
Cabins,  but  inftantly  there  came  forth  Men,  Women,'  and  Chil. 
dren,  almoft  quite  naked,  though  the  Weather  was  exceffive  eold. 
They  entered  directly  into  all  the  Cabins,  then  they  went  rav. 
Jng  about  on  every  Side,  without  knowing  whither  they  went, 
or  what  thev  would  have :  One  would  have  taken  them    for 
People  drunk,  or  (lark  mad. 
Many  carried  their  mad  Freaks  no  further  and  appeared  no  more : 
Others  were  refolved  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Privilege  of  the  Fcfti. 
val,   during  which  they  are  reputed  to  be  out  of  their  Senfes, 
and  of  Confequence  not  refponfible  for  what  they   do,   and  fo 
revenge  their  private  Quarrels.  They  did  fo  to  fome  Purpofc :  On 
fome  they  threw   whoTe  Pails  full  of  Water,   and  this  Water, 
which  froze  immediately,  was  enough  to  chill  them  with  Cold 
who  were  thus  ufed.     Others  they  covered  with  hot  A(hes,  or  all 
Sorts  of  Filth  :  Others  took  lighted  Coals,  or  Fire-brands,  and 
threw  them  at  the  Head  of  the  firft  they  met :  Others  broke 
every  Thing  in  the  Cabins,  falling  upon  thofe  they  bore  a  Grudge 
to,  and  beating  them  unmercifully.     To  be  treed   from   this 
Perfecution,  one  mull  guefs  Dreams,  which  often  one  can  form 
no  Conception  of. 

The  Miflionary  and  his  Companion  were  often  on  the  Point 
of  being  more  than  Witneffes  of  thcfe  Extravagancies  :  One  of 
thefe  Madmen  went  into  a  Cabin,  where  he  had  feen  them 
take  Shelter  at  the  firft.  Happy  for  them,  they  were  juft  gone 
out ;  for  there  was  great  Realon  to  think  this  furious  Fellow  in- 
tended them  fome  Harm.  '  Being  difappointed  by  their  Flight, 
he  cried  out,  that  they  muft  guefs  his  Dream,  and  fatisfy  ir 
immediately  :  As  they  were  too  long  about  it,  he  faid,  / 
Muji  kill  a  Frenchman  :  Immediately  the  Mafter  of  the  Cabin 
threw  him  a  French  Coat,  to  which  this  Madman  gave  fevera) 
Stabs. 

Then  he  that  had  thrown  the  Coat,  growing  furious  in  his 
Turn,  fajd  he  would  revenge  the  Frenchman^  and  burn  the  whole 
Village  to  the  Ground,  He  began  in  Faft  by  fetting  Fire  to 
his  own  Cabin,  where  the  Scene  was  firft  afted;  and  wlien  all 
the  reft  were  gone  out,  he  (hut  himfelf  up  in  it.  The  Fire, 
which  he  had  lighted  in  feveral  Places,  did  not  yet  appear  on  the 
Outfide,  when  one  of  the  Miftionaries  came  to  the  Door  :  He  was 
told  what  had  happened,  and  was  afraid  that  his  Hoft  could  not 
get  out,  tho'  he  might  be  willing  :  He  broke  open  the  Door, 
laid  hold  of  the  Savage,  turned  him  out,  put  out  the  Fire,  and 
|hut  himfelf  up  in  the  Cabin.  His  Hoft  neverthelefs  ran 
.through  the  Village,  crying  out  that  he  would  burn  it :  They 
threw  a  Dog  to  him,  in  Hopes  that  he  would  glut  his  Fury 
on  that  Animal ;  he  faid  it  was  not  enough  to  repair  the 
'.-..•...-.  •  •  Affroni 
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himfelf  eafy  without.  Sometimes  there  were  Troops  of  People  that 
made  Sham-Fights ;  fomctimes  Companies  of  Dancers,  who 
a£ied  all  worts  of  Farces.  This  Madnefs  lafted  four  Days,  and 
it  appeared  that  it  was  out  of  Refpeft  to  the  two  Je/uits  that  they 
hadf  thus  fhortened  the  Time  :  But  there  were  as  manv  Diibrders 
committed  in  this  Space  of  Time,  as  they  ufed  to  do  in  fifteen 
Days.  Neverthelels,  they  had  this  further  Regard  for  the 
Miflionaries,  that  they  did  not  difturb  them  in  their  Funftions, 
and  did  not  hinder  the  Chrifttans  from  acquitting;  themfelves  of 
their  religious  Duties.  But  I  have  faid  enough  on  this  Arti- 
cle. I  cu)fe  my  Letter  to  give  it  to  a  Traveller,  who  is  return- 
ing to  the  Colony,  aiTuring  you  that 

/  attif  &c. 


LETTER    XXIV. 

Sequel  of  the  Traditions  of  the  SavagE9» 

At  the  Fort  of  the  River  St.  Joseph,  Sept.  14. 


Madam, 


TK  R  E  E  Days  ago  I  left  this  Place,  to  go  to  Chicagouy  by 
coafting  the  South  (hore  of  Lake  Michigan ;  but  we  found 
the  Lake  fo  rough,  that  we  thought  it  betterto  return  hither ;  and 
take  another  Route  to  get  to  Lowjlana.  Our  Departure  it  fixed 
for  the  i6th,  and  I  {hall  take  Advantage  of  thefe  two  Days  Dc-. 
lay,  to  proceed  in  my  Account  of  the  Cufloms  and  Traditions  o| 
Our  Americans. 

The  Savages,  in  what  I  faid  to  you  in  my  former  Letter,   ac- 
Of    th  I    knowledge  only  the  Operations  of  the  Good 

fy  ./  f  /J!  Genii.  The  Wizards  alone,  and  thofe  who 
^"*  J^"  '     "^^  Enchantments,  are  reputed  to  hold  any 

a^tzaras.  Correfpondencc  with  the  Evil  ;  and  ^tis  Wo- 

jnen  moft  commonly  that  follow  this  deteftable  Trade.  The 
Jugglers  by  Profeffion  not  only  forbear  it,  at  leaft  openly,  but 
they  make  it  a  particular  Study,  to  know  how  to  difcover  En- 
chantments, and  to  hinder  their  pernicious  Effedts.  At  the  Bot- 
tom, in  all  the  Stories  I  have  heard  on  this  Matter,  there  is  fcarce 
ar^  Thing  but  juggling.  They  ufe  on  thefe  Occafions  either  Ser- 
pents, out  of  which  they  take  the  Venom  ;  or  Herbs,  gathered 
at  certain  Seafons  ;  or  pronounce  certain  Words  ;  or  ufe  Ani- 
mals whofe  Throats  they  liave  cut,  and  fome  Parts  of  which  are 
thrown  in^o  the  Fire. 

/  .     Among 
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Among  the  Illinois^  and  fome  other  Nations,  they  make  little 
Marmr/ets  to  reprefent  thofe  whofe  Days  they  would  fhorten,  and 
which  they  ftab  to  the  Heart.  At  other  Times  they  take  a  Stone, 
and  by  the  Means  of  feme  Invocations  they  pretend  to  form  one 
like  it,  in  the  Heart  of  their  Enemy.  I  am  perfuaded  this  fei- 
dom  happens,  unlefs  the  Devil  is  concerned  in  it ;  however, 
they  are  fo  afraid  of  Magicians,  that  the  leaft  Suibicion  is  enough 
to  caufe  whoever  is  the  lead  fufpeded  of  being  inch,  to  be  cut  to 
Pieces.  Yet  though  this  Profeffion  is  fo  dangerous,  there  arc 
People  to  be  found  every  where,  who  have  no  other.  It  is  alio 
true  that  the  moft  fenfible,  and  the  leaft  credulous  of  thofe  who 
have  been  moft  converfant  with  the  Savages  ;  do  allow  that 
there  is  fometimes  Ibme  Reality  in  their  Magic. 

Why  fliould  thefe  Infidels,  Madam,  be  the  only  People  in 
whom  we  Ihould  not  difcover  the  Operation  of  the  Devil  ?  and 
what  other  Mafter  but  this  mifchievous  Spirit,  <wJi?o  ivas  a  Mur^ 
<dererfrom  the  Beginning  ^«^  could  have  taught  fo  many  People, 
who  have  had  no  Correfpondence  with  each  other,  an  Art,  which 
we  cannot  look  upon  as  abfolutely  trifling,  without  contradidling 
the  facred  Writings  ?  We  muft  therefore  acknowledge,  that  the 
Infernal  Powers  have  fome  Agents  upon  Earth,  but  that  God  has 
confined  their  Malignity  within  very  narrow  Limits ;  and  per- 
mits but  feldom,  that  we  fhould  feel  the  ElFefts  of  the  Power  he 
has  thought  fit  to  leave  to  them  only  to  make  it  fubferve,  fome- 
times to  his  Jurtice,  and  fometimes  to  his  Mercy, 

We  may  fay  much  the  fame  of  the  Jugglers   of  Lanadn^  who 

nr*L  ^v      1         make  a  Profeffion  of  correfponding  only  with 
"^fthe  Jugglers,     ^j^^^  ^^^^  ^^jj  ^j^^  beneficial  Genii,  and  who 

boaft  of  knowing  by  their  Means  whatever  pafles  in  the  moft  dif- 
tant  Countries,  and  whatever  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  the  moft  dif- 
tant  Ages  ;  and  who  pretend  to  difcover  the  Rife  and  Nature  of 
the  moft  hidden  Difeafes,  and  to  have  the  Secret  of  curing  them; 
to  difcern  in  the  moft  intricate  Affairs  what  Refolution  it  is  beft 
to  take;  to  explain  the  moft  obfcure  Dreams,  to  obtain  Succefs  to 
the  moft  difUcult  Undertakings  ;  to  render  the  Gods  propitious 
to  Warriors  and  Hunters.  Thefe  pretended  good  Genii,  are 
like  all  the  Pagan  Deities,  real  Devils,  who  receive  Homage* 
that  are  due  only  to  the  true  God,  and  whofe  Deceits  are  ftiU 
mote  dangerous  than  thofe  of  the  evil  Genii,  becaiife  they  con- 
tribute more  to  keep  their  Worlhippers  in  Blindnefs. 

It  is  certain,  that  amongft  their  Agents  the  boldeft  are  tlie 
moft  refpefted  ;  and  with  a  little  Artifice,  they  eafily  perfuade 
People  who  are  brought  up  in  Superftition*    Tho'  they  have  lecn 

(<>)  Jchn  viii.  44.  . 
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the  Birth  of  thefe  Impoftors,  if  they  take  a  Fancy  to  give  them- 
felves  a  fupernatural  Birth,  they  find  People,  who  believe  them 
on  their  Word,  as  much  as  if  they  had  feen  them  come  down 
from  Heaven,  and  who  take  it  for  a  Kind  of  Enchantment  and 
IliuAon,  that  they  thought  them  born  at  firll  like  other  Men : 
Their  Artifices  are  neverthelefs,  in  general,  fo  grofs,  and  fo  com- 
mon, ihat  there  are  none  but  Fools,  and  Children,  that  are  im- 
pofed  upon  by  them;  unlefs  it.iswhen  they  aft  as  Phyficians :  For 
every  one  knows,  that  in  what  concerns  the  Recovery  of  Health, 
the  greatell  Credulity  is  to  be  found  in  all  Countries,  as  well 
among  thofe  who  value  themfelves  moft  on  their  Wifdom,  as 
among  the  Weaker  Sort. 

After  all.  Madam,  I  repeat  it,  it  is  difficult  not  to  acknow- 
ledge that  among  thefe  Infidels  there  fometimes  pafs  Things 
that  are  very  capable  of  deceiving,  atleail  the  Multitude,  not  to 
fay  more.  I  have  heard  fome  Perfons  fay,  whofe  Truth  and 
Judgment  I  could  no  Way  fufpeft,  that  when  thefe  Impollors 
ihut  themfelves  up  in  their  Stoves  to  fweat,  and  this  is  one  of 
their  moft  common  Preparations  to  perform  their  Tricks,  they 
difi^er  in  nothing  from  the  Pytbonijks,  as  the  Poets  have  repre- 
iented  them  on  thj  Tripod :  That  they  are  feen  to  become  con- 
vulfed,  and  poffefled  with  Enthufiafm,  to  acquire  Tones  of  the 
Voice,  and  to  do  Aftions  which  appear  to  be  beyond  the  Strength 
of  Nature,  and  which  feize  the  moft  unprejudicct'  Speftators 
with  a  Horror,  and  a  Diforder  of  Spirits,  that  they  cannot  over- 
come. 

It  is  alfo  afTerted,  that  they  fuffer  much  on  thefe  Occafions ; 
and  that  there  are  fome  who  do  not  readily  engage,  even  when 
they  are  well  paid,  to  give  themfelves  up  in  this  Manner  to  the 
Spirit  that  agitates  them.  But  we  need  not  believe  that  there  is 
any  Thing  fupernatural  in  this,  that  after  coming  out  of  thefe 
violent  Sweats  they  go  and  throw  themfelves  into  cold  Water, 
and  fometimes  when  it  is  frozen,  without  receiving  any  Damage. 
This  is  common  to  them  with  the  other  Savages,  and  even  with 
other  People  of  the  North  (a).  This  is  a  Matter  which  Phyfic 
cannot  eafily  account  for,  but  in  which  'tis  certain  the  Devil 
has  no  Share. 

It  is  alfo  true,  that  the  Jugglers  are  too  often  right  in  their 
Predidlions,  to  make  it,  believed  that  they  always  guefs  by 
Chance ;  and  that  there  pafles  on  thefe  Occafions  Things  that 
it  is  fcarce  poflible  to  attribute  to  any  natural  Secret.  Some 
Perfons  have  feen  the  Ports  which  enclofed  thefe  Stoves,  bend 
down  quite  to  the  Earth,  whilft  the   Juggler  was  very  tranquil, 

(a)  The  Poet  Rc^nmd zti»r^%  us,  in  his  Voyag«  io  Lapland,  that  lie  faw 
the  lame  Thing  done  in  Bothnia. 

.  %  without 
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without  an^  Motion,  and  without  touching  them,  finging 
and  foretelling  Things  that  fhould  come  to  pafs.  The  Let- 
ters of  the  antient  Miifionaries  are  full  of  Fa6b,  which  leave  no 
Room  to  doubt  that  thefe  Seducers  have  a  real  Correfpondence 
with  the  Father  of  Deceit  and  Lies.  Many  of  the  French  have 
talked  to  me  in  the  fame  Manner.  I  will  only  relate  to  you  one 
Story  which  I  have  from  its  Source. 

You  have  fccn  at  Par's  Madam  de  Mar/oMy  and  flie  is  there  llill. 
This  is  what  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil^  her  Son-in-Law,  at  pre- 
fent  our  Governor-General,  told  me.  this  Winter,  and  which  he 
learnt  of  this  Lady,  who  is  very  £ar  from  being  fufpeded  of 
Weaknefs  and  Credulity.  She  was  one  Day  very  uneafy  about 
her  Hulband,  M.  de  Mar/ony  who  was  Commandant  of  a  Pod 
which  we  have  in  Acadia  r  He  was  abfent,  and  the  Time  was 
paft  which  he  had  fet  for  his  Return.  A  Woman  Savage,  who 
law  Madam  de  Marfan  was  troubled,  afked  her  the  Cauie  of  it ; 
and  being  told  it,  (he  faid,  after  pauiing  a  little  on  the  Matter, 
"  DorCt  trouble  your/elf  any  longer  j  your  Hujband  luill  come  back  on 
"  /uch  a  Dayt  and  at  fucb  an  Houry  (which  fhe  named)  fwearing  a 
"  grey  Hat.**  As  Ihe  perceived  that  the  Lady  gave  no  Heed  to 
her  PrediAion,  on  the  Day  and  at  the  Hour  fhe  had  foretold,  fhe 
came  again  to  the  Lady,  and  afked  her  if  ihe  would  come  and 
fee  her  Hufband  arrive,  and  prefled  her  in  fucb  a  Manner  to 
follow  her,  that  fhe  drew  her  to  the  Side  of  the  River.  They 
had  hardly  got  thither,  whon  M.  de  Mar/on  appeared  in  a  Canoe, 
wearing  a  grey  Hat ;  and  being  informed  of  what  had  paiTed, 
he  declared  that  he  could  not  coaceive  how  the  Sdvagc  could 
have  foreknown  the  Hour  and  the  Day  of  his  Arrival. 
This  Example,  Madam,  and  many  others  that  I  know,  which 
f.f,  p  are  equally  certain,  prove  that  the  Devil  is 

U/  fyromancy.     ^^,^^^^^5  concerned  in   the   Magic  of  the 

Savages  ;  but  it  belongs  only,  they  fay,  to  the  Jugglers  to  raifc 
up  Spirits,  when  public  Affairs  are  concerned.  It  is  faid  that 
all  the  Algonqmns  and  Abenaquis  formerly  pra£tifed  a  Kind  of 
Pyrornancy,  of  which  this  was  the  whole  Myftery  :  They  re- 
duced to  a  very  fine  Powder  fome  Coals  of  Cedar  Wood  ;  they 
placed  this  Powder  after  a  particular  Manner,  then  they  fet  Fire 
to  it,  and  by  the  Turn  the  Fire  took  in  running  on  tiiis  Powder, 
they  difcovered,  as  it  is  faid,  what  they  fought  for.  They  add, 
that  the  Abenaquisy  on  their  Converfion  to  Chrijlianityy  could 
hardly  be  brought  to  forfake  a  Cuflom,  which  they  looked  upon 
as  a  very  innocent  Means  of  knowing  what  paffed  at  a  Diflancs 
from  them. 
I  never  heard  that  private  Perfons,  who  defired  to  be  ac- 
r  a  It  t'  I-  Quainted  with  thefe  Secrets,  were  obliged, 
th  %  1  "''  *or  t^»'  Purpofc,  to  go  thro'  aoy  Ccremonv  > 
'  J^W^*'  but  the  J  ugglers  by  Profclhon  are  never  invelted 
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with  this  Chara£ler,  which  makes  them  contra^  a  Kind  of  Leagce 
with  the  Genii,  and  which  procures  them  Refpefl,  till  they 
have  prepared  themfelves  for  it  by  Failings,  whicn  they  carry  to 
an  uncommon  Lenjgth ;  and  during;  which  they  do  nothing  but 
heat  a  Drum,  cry,  howl,  ling,  and  knoke.  The  Inftalment  is  af- 
terwards made  in  a  Kind  of  BacchanaU  with  Ceremonies  fo  ex- 
travagant, and  accompanied  with  fo  many  furious  Adions,  that 
ope  would  fay  that  the  Devil  then  takes  Poireflton  of  their  Per- 
fons. 

But  they  are  not,  neverthelefs,  theMinifters  of  thefe  pretended 

Of  th   P  '  fi        Deities,  but  onlv  to  declare  their  Will  to 

/  tbe  tnejts.      ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  Interpreters  ;  for  if  we 

may  eive  the  Name  of  Sacrifices  to  the  Offerings  which  thefe 

People  make  to  their  Deities,  the    Jugglers  are   never   their 

Priefls.     In  the  public  Ceremonies,  they  are  the  Chiefs ;  and  in 

private  Ceremonies  it  is  generally  the  Father  of  the  Family,  or 

the  chief  Perfon  of  the  Cabin.     The  chief  Employment  of  the 

Jugglers,  oratleafl  that  by  which  they  get  moll,  is  Phyftck :  They 

praAife  this  Art  on  Principles  founded   on   the  Knowledge  of 

Simples,  on  Experience,  andon  Circumllances,  as  they  do  in  other 

Places  ;  but  they  mofl  commonly  alio  join  with  thefe  Principles, 

Superilition  and  Impofture,  of  which  the  Vulgar  are  always  the 

Dupes. 

There  are  perhaps  no  Men  in  the  World  who  are  more  the 

'>  '  m.  T\-      Dupes  of  fuch  Impodors  than  the  Savages, 

ihe  common  JJt~     ^^^,  ^^^^^  ^^  f^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  j^^^  ^^^^  ^^ p.   _ 

jremferj  of  the  ba-  ^^^^  rpj^^^  ^^^  not  only  almoft  all  of  a  healthy 
''^^i'^'  and  ftrong  Conflitution,  but  they  have  never 

known  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Diilempers  which  we  are  fubjedl 
ta^  but  iince  they  converfed  with  us.  They  knew  not  what  the 
Small-Pox  was,  when  they  took  it  from  us  ;  and  we  muil  attri- 
bute the  great  B^avages  it  has  made  amongfl  them  to  this  Igno- 
rance. The  Gout,  the  Gravel,  the  Stone,  the  Apoplexy,  and 
many  other  Difeafes,  fo  common  in  Europe ,  have  not  yet  reached 
this  Part  of  the  New  World,  among  the  natural  Inhabitants  of 
the  Country. 

'Tis  true,  that  their  Exceffes  in  their  Feafls,  and  their  immo- 
derate Fails,  make  them  fubjefi  to  Pains  and  WeaknefTes  of  the 
Stomach  and  Breaft,  which  deilroy  a  great  Number  of  them  : 
Alfo,  many  young  Perfons  die  of  the  Phthifick ;  and  they  fay  that 
this  is  the  Effe^  of  the  great  Fatigues  and  violent  Exercifes  to 
which  they  expofe  themfelves  from  their  Childhood,  before  they 
are  flrong  enough  to  fupport  them.  'Tis  a  Folly  to  believe,  as 
fome  do,  that  their  Blood  is  colder  than  our^s,  and  to  attri- 
bute to  this  Caufe  their  Infeniibility  in  Torments ;  but 
their  Blood  is  extremely  balfamic ;  and  this  arifes,  without 
'  Doubt, 
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Doubt,  from  their  ufing  no  Salt  nor  any  of  thofe  Things  we  ufe» 
to  give  a  higher  Relifh  to  our  Meats. 

They  feldom  look  upon  a  Difeafe   as  merely  natural,    or 

The  Uf  ih  S  '    among    the   common    Remedies   they   ufc, 
yj    r.z.^'    allow  any  to  have  in  themfelves  the  Virtue 
nmgesmakeoftbetr    ^^  healing.     The  great  Ufe  they  make  of 
Smpies.  ^j^gj^  Simples,  is  for  Wounds,  Fraftures,  Dif- 

locations,  Luxations,  and  Ruptures.  They  blame  the  great  In- 
cifions  which  our  Surgeons  make  to  cleanfe  Wounds  :  They 
fqueeze  out  the  Juice  of  many  Plants,  and  with  this  Compofition  they 
draw  out  all  the  Corruption,  and  even  the  Splinters  of  broken  Bones, 
Stones,  Iron,  and  in  general  all  the  foreign  Matter  that  remains 
in  the  wounded  Part.  Thefe  fame  Juices  are  all  the  Food  of  the 
Patient,  till  the  Wound  is  clofed.  The  Perfon  that  drefles  the 
Wound,  takes  alfo  fome  of  thefe  Juices  before  he  fucks  it,  if 
he  finds  it  necefTary  to  ufe  that  Method.  But  there  is  feldom  a 
Neceffity  to  do  this ;  mod  commonly  they  find  it  fufHcient  to 
fyrinee  the  Wound  with  thefe  Juices. 

All  this  is  according  to  Rule  ;  but  as  thefe  People  mull 
have  fomething  fupernatural  in  all  their  Tranfaftions,  the  Juggler 
often  tears  the  Wound  with  his  Teeth,  and  afterwards  fhewing 
a  Bit  of  Wood,  or  fome  fuch  Thing,  that  he  had  the  Precaution 
to  put  before-hand  in  his  Mouth,  he  makes  the  Patient  believe  that 
he  drew  it  out  of  the  Wound,  and  that  this  was  the  Charm  which 
caufed  all  the  Danger  of  his  Malady.  This  is  certain,  that 
they  have  wonderful  Secrets  and  Remedies.  A  broken  Bone  is 
well  united,  and  grows  folid  in  eight  Days.  A  French  Soldier, 
who  was  in  Garfifon  in  a  Fort  of  Acadia,  was  troubled  with  the 
fallinp  Sicknefs  ;  and  his  Fits  were  grown  fo  frequent,  as  to  at- 
tack him  almoft  every  Day  with  great  Violence,  A  Woman 
Savage,  who  happened  to  be  prefent  at  one  of  his  Fits,  went 
and  made  him  two  Boluffes  of  a  powdered  Root,  the  Name  of 
which  fhe  concealed,  and  defired  that  he  would  take  one  at  the 
End  of  his  next  Fit,  giving  Notice  that  he  would  fweat  much, 
and  have  great  Evacuations  both  upwards  and  downwards  ;  and 
added,  that  if  the  firft  Bolus  did  not  carry  off  all  the  Complaint, 
the  fecond  would  entirely  cure  it.  The  Thing  happened  as  the 
Woman  had  faid  :  The  Patient  had  another  Fit  after  the  firil 
Dofe,  but  it  was  the  laft.  He  enjoyed  afterwards  a  perfect 
State  of  Health. 

Thefe  People  have  alfo  quick  and  fbvereign  Remedies  againft 

p..  ,  the   Pally,  the  Dropfy,    and    the  Venereal 

Re    7'"  Difeafe.     The  Shavings  of  Guiacum  Woo(}, 

em  tes,  ^^^  ^^  SafTafras,  are  their  comnwn  Specifics 

in  the  two  laftDifeafes  :  They  make  a  Drink  of  thefe  Woods 
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Vfhich  cures  and  prevents   thefc  Difeafes,  if  it  is  conftantly 
ufed  (a). 

la  acut?  Difeafes,  as  in  the  Pleurify,  they  work  on  the  Side 
oppofiti;  the  Pain  :  They  apply  Cataplaihis,  which  draw,  and 
prevent  the  Humours  from  fettling.  In  the  Fever  they  ufe  cold 
Lotions,  v/ith  a  Decoction  of  Herbs,  and  by  this  prevent  In- 
flammations and  Delirium.  They  boaft  efpecially  of  the  EfFefts 
of  Diet,  but  they  make  it  confift  only  in  abftaining  from  certain 
AliiTientE,  whicn  tjicy  efleem  hurtful. 

Formeriy,  i'i«y  had  not  the  Ufe  of  Blood-letting,  and  inftead 
of  it,  they  ufed  Scarifications  in  the  Places  where  they  felt  Pain : 
Then  they  applied  a  Sort  of  Cupping  Veflel  made  of  Gourds, 
which,  they  filled  with  combuftible  Matter,  which  they 
ff !  on  Fire.  They  very  commonly  ufed  feveral  Kinds  of  real 
Ci'jftics ;  but  as  they  were  not  acquainted  with  the  Lapis  Inftr- 
nalis  (the  Blue  Stonejy  they  ufed  inftead  of  it  rotten  Wood. 
At  prefent  Bleeding  fupplies  the  Place  of  thefe  Operations.  In 
the  northern  Parts,  they  frequently  ufe  Clyllers ;  a  Bladder 
ferves  them  for  a  Syringe.  They  have  a  Remedy  againft  the 
Dyfcntery,  which  is  almoft  always  efFeftual :  This  is  a  Juice 
they  fqueeze  out  of  the  Extremities  of  the  Branches  of  the  Ce- 
dar-Tree, after  they  have  been  well  boiled. 

But  their  great  Remedy,  and  their  great  Prefervative  againft 

Of  S       /'  all  Difeafes,  is    Sweating.      I  have   before 

/    'wea  tng.      ^^j  j  ^.^^^  Madam,  that  at  their  coming  out  of 

the  Stove,  and  while  the  Sweat  runs  down  from  all  Parts  of  their 
Bodies,  they  go  and  plunge  into  a  River ;  if  there  is  not  ai.y  near 
en«ugh,  they  get  fome  Body  to  throw  the  coldeft  Water  over  them. 
They  frequently  fweat  only  to  recover  the  Fatigue  of  a  Journey, 
to  calm  their  Spirits,  and  to  enable  them  the  better  to  difcourfc 
on  Affairs.  As  foonas  a  Stranger  comes  into  a  Cabin,  they 
make  a  Fire  for  him,  they  rub  his  Feet  with  Oil,  and  then  they 
conduft  him  to  a  Stove,  where  his  Hoft  keeps  him  Company, 
They  have  alfo  another  Manner  of  promoting  Sweats,  which 
they  ufe  in  certain  Diflempers  :  It  confiits  in.  laying  the  Patient 
along  upon  a  Kind  of  Couch,  a  little  elevated,  under  which  they 
boil,  in  a  Kettle,  fome  Wood  of  Epinettey  and  Branches  of  Pine. 
The  Vapour  vv'hich  .arifes  from  it,  caufes  a  moft  plentiful 
Sweat  (b) :  They  fay  alfo  Vhat  the  Smell  is  very  wholefome.  The 
Sweat  of  the  Stoves^  that  is  procured  only  by  the  Vapour  of 
Water  poured  apon  hot  Flints,  has  not  this  Advantage,  i    <'  - 

'  (i.J  They  liave  fince  talked  of*  a  Powder,  compofed  of  three  Simples, 
which"  a  .<>avage  gave  to  one  of  our  Mifflonaries,  and  which  radically  cutoi 
in  a  few  Days,  the  moft  inveterate  Fremb  Difcafe. 


{1>J  This  feems  to  dcferve  the  Attention  of  th^  European  Phyficiani. 
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on  which  the  nvhole 
Praaice  of  Phyfic 
is  founded  among 
the  Savages. 


In  jtcadia,  a  Diftemper  was  never  confidered  to  ht  of  much 
fl-^  p  .  .  f  Conlequence,  but  when  the  Patient  refufed 
...i.:.u*L?"xl  all  Kind  of  Nourifliment,  and  many  Na- 
tions are  ftill  in  the  fame  Error :  Let  a  Per- 
fon  have  any  Kind  of  Fever,  if  they  can 
eat,  they  eat  of  every  Thing  like  other  Peo- 
ple. But  as  foon  as  the  Diftemper  appears 
daneerous,  that  is  to/ap  when  the  Patient  refufes  all  Kinds  of 
Food,  they  employ  all  their  Attention.  It  is  true  that  the 
Principles  on  which  all  the  Phyfic  of  the  Savages  is  founded, 
arc  :try  extraordinary :  I'hey  refufe  the  Patient  nothing  that 
he  aiks,  becaufe,  fay  they,  his  Defires  in  this  State  are  the  Or- 
ders of  the  Genius,  that  prefides  over  his  Prefcrvation  (a)  :  And 
when  they  call  in  the  Jugglers,  'tis  lefs  on  Account  of  their 
Skill,  than  becaufe  they  (uppofe  they  are  better  informed  by 
the  Genii  of  the  Caufe  of  the  Diltemper,  and  of  the  Remedies 
for  the  Cure. 

Furthermore,  they  will  have  nothing  to  reproach  themfelves 
with :  One  would  imagine  that  Death  lolcs  fomething  of  its  Ter- 
ror, when  it  follows  ^ter  a  Courfe  of  Phyfic,  though  this  Phyfic 
might  be  the  Caufe  of  it.      Our  Savages  are  with  Regard  to  this 
Notion   under  the  general    Law,   and  the  common    Prejudice 
of  all  Nations,  and  all  Ages ;  and  they  are  the  more  excufable 
for  carrying  their  Credulity  io  far,  as  they  acknowledge  fome- 
thing fupcrnatural  in  all  Diftempers ;  and  as  they  make  Reli- 
gion fhare  in  the  Art  of  healing  them,  they  think  themfelves 
the  lefs  obliged  to  be  guided  by  Reafon,  and  make  it  a  Duty  to 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  led  blindfold. 
Oftentimes  the  Patient  takes  it  into  his  Head  that  his  Diftem- 
Their  exfrava-     P®*"  "  '^®   ^^^^   °^  Witchcraft :   Then  all 
Not'         f   *^"'  ^^"i^  is  to   difcover  it,   and  this  is  the 
Dillemtr^^^  Duty  of  the  Juggler.   He  begins  by  fweating 

J     pers.  himfelf,  and  when  he  has  throroughly  tired 

Mmfelf  with  bawling,  beating  himfelf,  and  invoking  his  Ge- 
nius, the  irft  extraordinary  Thing  that  comes  into  his  Thought, 
he  afcribes  as  the  Caufe  of  the  Diftemper.  Many,  before  the/ 
enter  into  the  Stove,  take  a  compound  Potion,  very  proper, 
as  they  fay,  to  make  them  receive  the  heavenly  Inipreffion  ; 
and  they  pretend  that  the  Prefence  of  the  Spirit  is  manifefted 
by  a  ftrong  Wind  that  rifcs  on  a  fudden,  or  by  a  Bellowing 
which  they  hear  under  Ground,  or  by  the  Agitation  or  fhaking 
of  the  Stove.  Then  full  of  his  pretended  Deity,  and  more  like 
one  poffeflfed  with  the  Devil,  than  a  Man  infpired  by  Heaven, 
he  pronounces  his  Decifion  in  a  magifteiial  Tone  on  the  State 
of  the  Patient,  and  fometimes  hits  pretty  right. 

(a)  This  feems  to  deferve  to  be  atten«Ied  to,  as  Experience  has  often  protrt 
tbjtt  the  Indulgence  of  the  Defiret  of  the  Sick  has  been  falutary. 
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But  thefe  Quacks  have  found  out  a  pretty  ftngular  Way  of 
1  J.  a        /•  *A      J^ot  being  anfwerable  for  £vents.     As  icon 
Impojture  of  tbi    ^^  they   perceive  a  Patient  has  the  Symp- 
jugglers,  ^^^j  ^^  Death,  they  never  fail  to  give  Orders, 

that  are  Co  difficult  to  be  put  in  Execution,  that  they  are  always 
fure  of  an  Excufe,  on  Account  of  their  Orders  not  having  been 
pan£lttally  followed.     It  is  not  to  be  conceived  to  what  Ex- 
travagancies they  go   on  thefe  Occafions :    They  order  fome 
Patients  to    counterfeit  themfelves  mad:    In  fome  DiAempers 
they  order  Dances,  which  are  generally  very  lafcivious.^    One 
would  think  for  the  moft  Part,   that  they  have  the  Cure  of  the 
Patient  lefs  in  View,   than  to  hallen  nis  Death.     But  what 
ftiews  the  Force  of  Imagination  is,  that  thefe  Dofiors,  with 
all  their  Follies,  perform  as  many  Cures  as  our's. 
In  fome  Nations,  when  the  Diftemper  is  defperate,  they  kill 
a^t.  r     h  *     *^*  Patients  to  put  them  out  of  their  Pain. 
v^«r  cr«f//y/o    In  the  Canton  of  Onnwtague,  they  deftroy 
ibe  ^tck  in  dejpe-  Children  that  lofe  their  Mothers  at  their 

rate  Lajes,  ^j^^j^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^jj^^  ^j^j^  ^^^^^  becaufe 

they  are  perfuaded  that  another.  Woman  cannot  nurfe  them, 
and  that  they  would  pine  to  Death.  But  I  think  however 
that  lately  they  have  laid  afide  this  barbarous  Cuflom.  Some 
others  forfake  the  Difeafed  when  the  Dodlors  give  them  over, 
and  let  them  die  with  Hunger  and  Thirft.  There  are  fome, 
who,  to  hinder  the  Diftortion  of  the  Features  in  dyin^  Per- 
fons,  clofe  their  Eyes  and  Mouth,  when  they  fee  them  in  the 
Agony  of  Death. 

In  Jiadia,  the  Jugglers   are  called  jiuimoitis,  and  it  is  ge- 
ryr.  r    A  nerally  the    Chief  of  the    Village  who   is 

/•Ad-  inverted  with  this  Dignity ;  therefore  they 

«/^  Acadia.  jj^^g  jj^jjj,g  Authority  than  the  other  Jugglers, 

though  they  hax'C  not  more  Skill,  nor  lefs  of  Impofture.  When 
they  are  called  to  a  Patient,  the  firft  Thing  they  do  is  to 
view  him  attentively  for  fome  Time,  then  they  blow  upon 
him :  If  this  has  no  EfFea,  "  The  Reafon  is,  that  the  Devil  is 
**  within  him,  fay  they,  but  however  he  muft  come  out ;  yet 
•<  let  every  one  be  upon  his  Guard,  for  this  evil  Spirit  out  of 
••  Spite  may  fall  upon  one  of  the  Company."  Then  they  en- 
ter into  a  Kind  of  Madnefs,  they  make  ftrange  Poftures, 
they  cry  .out,  they  threaten  the  pretended  Devil,  they 
fpeak  to  him  as  if  they  have  feen  him,  and  they  make  PafTes 
at  him  :  But  all  this  is  only  a  Farce  to  hide  their  Impof- 
turt.  ■ 

When  they  enter  the  Cabin,  they  always  have  the  Precau- 
tion to  thruft  into  the  Earth  a  Piece  of  Wood,  fattened  to  a 
String:  Afterwards  they  offer  the  End  of  the  String  to  all 
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the  Company  prefent,  defiring  them  to  pull  up  this  Piece  of 
Wood  ;  and  as  no  Pcrfon  en  fcarce  ever  accomplilh  it,  they  ne- 
ver fail  to  fay  it  is  the  Levil  that  holds  it;  then,  feigning  to 
ftab  this  pretended  Devil,  theyloofe  the  Wood  by  little  and  little, 
by  raking  the  Earth  round  about  it ;  after  which  they  draw  it  up 
with  Eafe,  and  all  prefent  cry  out,  Fidory  !  To  this  Wood  there  i« 
faftened  underneatn  a  little  Bone,  or  fome  fuch  Thing,  which 
they  did  not  fee  at  firft ;  and  the  Quacks  making  the  People 
prefent  obferve  it,  cry  out,  **  This  'was  the  Cau/e  of  the  Dijient^ 
*'  per  ;  it  was  necejfary  to  kill  the  Devil  to  get  it.** 

This  Farce  lafteth  four  or  five  Hours,  at  the  End  of  which  the 
Dodor  wants  Reft  and  Refrefhment  :  He  goes  away,  aHuring 
the  Patient  that  he  will  infallibly  recover,  if  the  Didemper 
has  not  got  the  upper  Hand  ;  that  is  to  fm,  if  the  Devil,  be* 
fore  his  Retreat,  has  not  already  given  him  a  mortal  Wound. 
But  how  is  the  Dodlor  to  know  this  ?  He  pretends  to  know 
it  by  Dreams ;  but  he  takes  fpecial  Care  not  to  fpeak  plainly 
till  he  fees  what  Turn  the  Diftemper  is  like  to  take.  When 
he  judgeth  it  is  incurable,  he  retires,  and  after  his  Example 
every  Body  forfakes  the  fick  Perfon.  If  after  three  Days  he 
is  ftill  alive,    the  Dentil  (faith  the  Doftor)    is  refolved  he  Jhall 

not  recover f  and  ivill  not  let  him  die  :  We  tnuji  out  of  Charity  put 

an  End  to  his  Sufferings.**  Immed'itely  the  deareft  Friends  of 
the  Patient  fetch  cold  Water,  and  pour  on  his  Fare  till  he 
expireth. The  Delufion  is  fuch,  that  many  Thanks  are  re- 
turned to  the  Doftor,  with  a  confiderable  Reward. 

Some  Nations  of  the  South  have  Maxims  that  are  entirely  the 
Reverfe  :  They  never  pay  the  Doftor  till  after  the  Cure.  If 
the  Patient  dies,  the  Doftor  is  in  Danger  of  his  Life.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Iroquois^  every  Diftemper  is  a  Defire  of  the  Soul,  and 
Death  is  the  Confequence  of  not  nccomplifhin^  the  Deiire. 

I  make  an  End,  Madam,  becaufe  the  Article  of  the  Dead 
would  carry  me  too  far,  and  every  Thing  is  getting  ready  for 
mjr  Joui-ncy.  In  all  Probability  I  fhall  foon  have  Leifurc  to 
write  to  you  again  ;  bat  you  will  not  hear  from  me  the  fooncr  on 
this  Account ;  for  from  hence  to  the  Illinois  there  is  no  Like- 
lihood that  I  fhall  find  any  Opportunity  of  fending  you  my 
Letters  ;  fothat  if  I  write  any  before  I  arrive  there,  you  will  re* 
ceive  them  as  late  as  if  I  wrote  them  from  that  Country. 

/  am.  Sec. 


?■' 


•il'j: 


,  *  > 
nil' 


J 


[:!t 


^'m' 


'■'.  <,' 


M 


,'■■' 


II; 


1:1 1  '  n 


LETTER 


272 


4 

An  Hifiorical  Journal  of 


\ 


LETTER    XXV. 

Departure  from  the  Fort  of  the  River  St.  Joseph.     The  Sources  if 
M^Theakiki.     What  pajfes  at  the  Death  of  the  Savages  :    Of 
their  Funerals  ;  of  their  Tombs  ;    of  their  Mourning  ;  of  Widitnu- 
bood't   of  the  Feftival  of  the  Dead. 

Madam,  From  the  Source  of  the  Th  e  a  iciki»  5"^//.  17. 

I  Did  not  expefl  to  ta.ke  up  my  Pen  to  write  to  you  To  Toon  ; 
but  my  Conductors  have  jud  now  broke  their  Canoe,  and 
here  I  am  detained  the  whole  Day  in  a  Place  where  I  can  find 
nothing  tliat  can  excite  the  Curiofity  of  a  Traveller ;  therefore 
I  can  do  nothing  better  than  employ  my  Time  in  entertaining 
you. 

I  think  I  informed  you  in  my  lad,  that  I  had  the  Choice  of 
two  Ways  to  go  to  the  Illinois :  The  firll  was  to  return  to  Lake 
Michigan,  to  cpall  all  the  South  Shore,  and  to  enter  into  the  lit- 
tle River  Chickgou.  After  going  up  it  five  or  fix  Leagues,  they 
pafs  into  that  of  the  Illinois,  by  the  Means  of  two  Portages,  the 
longefl  of  which  is  but  a  League  and  a  Quarter.  But  as  this 
River  >s  but  a  Brook  in  this  Place,  I  was  informed  that  at  that 
Time  of  the  Year  I  fhould  not  find  Water  enough  for  my 
Canoe ;  therefore  I  took  the  other  Route,  which  has  alfo  its  In- 
conveniencies,  and  is  not  near  fo  pleafant,  but  it  is  the  fureft. 
I  departed  Yefterday  from  the  Fort*  of  the  River  St.Jofeph, 
wy^.  ^         and  I  went  up  that  River  about  fix  Leagues, 

r  vJfw-^r'"  I  l*n<ied  <>»  '^e  Right,  and  I  walked  a 
J'ort  ijt.  joicpn.       League  and  a  Quarter;  at  firft  by  the  Bankof 

the  River,  then  crofs  the  Country  in  a  vaft  Meadow,  interiperfed 
all  over  with  little  Clufters  of  Trees,  that  have  a  very  fins  EfFe^. 
They  call  it  the  Meadow  de  la  Teie  de  Baeuf  (the  Buffalo's  Head) 
becaufe  they  found  here  a  Buffalo's  Head  of  a  monftrous  Size. 

Why  fhould  there  not  be  Ciants  amone  thefe  Animals  ? 1 

encamped  in  a  very  fine  Place,  which  tney  call  the  Fort  des  Re- 
nardsy  (of  the  Faxes),  becaufe  the  Renards,  thatistosay, 
the  Outa^amis,^  had  here,  and  not  long  fince,  a  Village  fortified 
after  their  Manner. 

This  Morning  I  walked  a  League  further  in  the  Meadow, 
having  almoft  all  the  Way  my  Feet  in  Water.  Then  I  met  with  a 
little  Pool,  which  communicates  with  feveral  others  of  different 
Bignefs,  the  largefl  of  which  is  not  one  hundred  Paces  in  Com- 
pais.    Thefe  ate  the  Sources  of  a  River  called  Theakiki,  and 
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which  our  Cantulians  by  Corruption  call  Kiakiki,  Theak  fignifies 
a  Wolf,  I  forget  in  what  Language  ;  but  this  River  is  fo  call'd^ 
becaufe  the  Meh:ngaiis,  which  are  alfo  called  ihe  fVtltxst  fortnetly 
took  Refuge  he-' 

We  put  our  C.  .  vhich  was  brought  hither  by  Into  Men>  into 
the  fecond  of  thefe  Jprings,  or  Pools,  and  we  embarked  ;  but  we 
found  fcarce  Water  enough  to  keep  it  afloat ;  Ten  Men,  in  two 
Days,  might  make  a  ilrait  and  navigable  Canal,  which  would  fave 
much  Trouble,  and  ten  or  twelve  Leagues  Way  )  for  the  River, 
at  the  firft  coming  out  from  its  Spring,  is  fo  narrow,  and  we  are 
continually  obliged  to  turn  fo  fhort,  tnat  every  Moment  ore  is 
in  Danger  of  breaking  the  Canoe,  as  it  has  juftnow  happened  to 

us. But  let  us  return  to  the  Savages ;  and  after  having 

feen  in  what  Manner  they  are  treated  in  their  Dtftempers,  let  us 
fee  them  die,  and  what  pafles  after  their  Death. 
In  general,  when  they  think  thetnfelres  paft  Recovery,  they 
lETL  *  J.  tr  mcettheir  Fate  with  a  Rcfolution  truly /?«><?/, 

.  Jr^  /T'  f  and  thty  often  fe-  their  Days  Ihortened  by  the 
tht  Dtath  of  a  ha-  Ytr{ovi%  that  are  moft  dear  to  them,  without 
'"'^^''  (hewing  the  Icaft  Chagrin.     The  Declaration 

of  the  Sentence  of  the  Doftor  is  fcarcely  finifhcd  to  a  dving 
Man,  before  hfe  makes  an  Effort  to  fi  ^^rangue  thofe  that  are  about 
him.  If  it  is  the  Chief  of  a  Family,  he  firft  makes  his  Funeral 
Oration,  which  he  finishes  by  giving  very  good  Counfel  to  his 
Children.  After  this,  he  takes  Leave  of  every  Body,  gives 
Orders  for  a  Feafl,  in  which  they  muft  ufe  all  the  Provifions  that 
remain  in  the  Cabin^  and  then  he  receives  the  Prefents  of  his 
Family. 

Durinof  this  Time  they  cut  the  Throats  of  all  the  Dog?  they 
can  catch,  that  the  Souls  of  thefe  Animals  nay  go  into  the 
ether  World,  and  give  Notice  that  fuch  a  Perfon  will  arrive 
there  foon  ;  and  all  the  Bodies  are  put  into  the  Kettle,  to  en- 
large the  Feaft.  After  the  Feaft  is  over,  they  begin  to  weep  : 
Their  Tears  arc  interrupted  to  bid  the  laft  Farewel  to  the  dyin^ 
Perfon,  to  wifh  him  ajgobd  Journey,  to  comfort  hitft  on  his  being 
feparated  from  his  Relations  and  Friends,  and  io  aflure  him  that 
his  Children  will  maintain  all  the  Glory  he  has  acquired;  1 

Wemuft  acknowledge.  Madam,  that  the  Calmncfs  witJi\<rhic^ 
thefe  People  look  Death  in  the  Face^  has  fomething  in  it  very 
admirable ;  and  this  is  fo  univerfal,  that  perhaps  there  nevef 
was  an  Inftance  of  a  Savage  fhe*'  i.ng  any  Concern  upon  hearing 
that  he  had  but  a  few  Hours  to  live.  The  fame  Printiplc,  and 
the  fame  Spirit,  prevails  every  where,  though  the  Cuftoms  vary 
tnuch  in  all  that  I  have  juft  mentioned,  according  i^  th^  different 
Nations.  In  moft  Places  there  are  Dances,  Songi;  Intocations^ 
and  Feafls  ordered  by  the  Doftors,  which  are  almoft  always  Rcj 
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medies  more  fit,  according  to  our  Notions,  to  kill  a  Man  iluit 
was  well,  than  to  cure  a  fick  Perfon.  In  fome  Places  they 
ufe  no  Means  at  all  :  They  are  fatisfied  with  having  Recourle 
to  the  Spirits  ;  and  if  thefick  Perfon  recovers  his  Health,  they 
^  have  all  the  Honour  :  But  the  dying  Perfon  is  always  the  Icalt 
^  concerned  about  his  Fate. 

It  may  further  be  added,    that  if  thefe  People  fhevv  fo  little 

cfL  ■   /^        r       Judgment  in  their   Manner  of  treating  the 

Thetr  Unerojtty     ^.^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  acknowledge  that  they  behave 

to  the  Dead.  towards  the  Dead  with  a  Generofity  and  an 

^  AfFedion  that  cannot  be  too  much  admired.     Some  Mothers  have 

been  known  to  have  kept  the  dead  Bodies  of  their  Children  whole 

^  Years,  and  could  never  go  from  them  ;  others  draw  Milk  from 

their  Breafts,  and  pour  it  upon  the  Tombs  of  thefe  little  Crea- 

futures.     If  a  Village  happens  to  take  Fire,  in  which  there  are 

any  dead  Bodies,   this  is  the  firft  Thing  they  take  Care  to  pre- 

'*  ferve  :  They  ftrip  themfelves  of  every  Thing  that  is  moll  valu- 

j  able,  to  adorn  the  Dead  :  From  Time  to  Time  they  open  their 

J  Collins  to  change  their  Drefs  ;  and   they   deprive   themfelves 

-of  Food  to  carry  it  to  the  Sepulchres,  and  to  the  Places  where 

-they  fancy  their  Souls  walk.     In  a  Word,  they   are  at  much 

I  greater  Expences  for  the  Dead,  than  for  the  Living. 

h^  foon  as  the  fick  Perfon   expires,  the  Place   is  iilled  with 

r\r   L  •     F  mournful  Cries  ;  and  this  lafts  as  long  as  the 

U/  their  lune-     p^^.j^   j^  ^^^^  ^^   ^^^^^^   ^^^  Expence,  for 

they  mud  keep  open  Table  all  this  Time. 
The  dead  Body,  dreiTed  in  the  fineft  Robe,  with  the  Face  painted, 
the  Arms  and  all  that  belonged  to  the  Deceafed  by  his  Side,  is 
expofed  at  the  Door  of  the  Cabin  in  the  Pofture  it  is  to  be  laid 
in  the  Tomb  ;  and  this  Pofture  is  the  fame,  in  many  Places,  as 
that  of  the  Child  in  the  Mother's  Womb.  The  Cuftom  of  fome 
Nations  is  for  the  Relations  of  the  Deceafed  to  faft  to  the  End  of 
the  Funeral  ;  and  all  this  Interval  is  paffed  in  Tears  and  Cries, 
in  treating  their  Vifitors,  in  praifing  the  Dead,  and  in  mutual 
Compliments.  In  other  Places  they  hire  Women  to  weep,  who 
perform  their  Duty  punftually  :  They  fing,  they  dance,  they 
weep  without  ceafing,  always  keeping  Time  :  But  thefe  De- 
monftrations  of  a  borrowed  Sorrow  do  not  prevent  what  Natu.e 
requires  from  the  Relations  of  the  Dtceafed. 
{'  It  appears  to  me,  that  they  carry  the  Body  without  Ceremony 
nr  *!,  cr  k  '°  ^^^  Place  of  Interment ;  at  leaft  I  find  no 
•   u/  the  lombs.      i^enti^n  about  it  in  any  Relation  :  But  when 

It  is  in  the  Grave,  they  take  Care  to  cover  it  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
that  the  Earth  does  not  touch  it  :  It  lies  as  in  a  little  Cave  lined 
with  Skin,  much  richer  and  better  adorned  than  their  Ca- 
Wiis.  Then  they  fet  up  a  Poll  on  the  Grave,  and  fix  on  it  every 
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Of  Apparitions,     go^t  all  fanner  ot  way  •  ^^  ^^^^ 

thev  dep  ived  themfelves  of  cheir  molt  n     ^^^  ;^^     ^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

rariota   Pruc-     there  till  the  pepartu«  ^^  There  are 

rues  about  the         ^^rry  it  w  th  ^^^^"^^"/^^^Ve  the^me  with  Re- 
Dead,  fome  Nations  who prattiie        ^^^.^^  j^, 

.    .n  «n   their  Dead  ;  and  I>^^^Vtho'-e  who  die   in  War 
card   to  an   ineir  ^     r,M-»   Bodies  ot  tno.t  wi  Curv- 

Ws««  of  ^f':?:'-A(hc  bro»gl.t  back  to  be  UuU"  A^  B"rf;^ 
^-e  burnt  and  th.rAm«_    Thefe  Buryng-'.ap;  _^_^  g  ^^ 
'^ffieffi  J.  a.  nac.  ^^^^^^^^^  .he  Koot  oj 

Village.     Others  bury  t  .e.r  u  ._^  (,^  , ,  yU  t U  t 

Before  I  ^^fcnbe  it,  it  is  p    ^  .^^^^^  ^^''-PP'^V  ,  t  1   the  Bo-W 
Savages  believe,  ^^^^^^^^^    ^  An'^er  is   not  upp^'^^^  ^^^^  '^^'         is 
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is  found.  Then  the  Preliminaries  of  Tears,  Dances,  Songs, 
and  Feads,  being  ended,  they  car^  the  Body  to  the  ufual  Bury, 
ing- Place;  or,  if  they  are  too  far  off,  to  the  Fiace  where  it  is  tore, 
main  till  t."ie  Feftival  of  the  Dead.  They  dig  there  a  very  lai^e 
Pit,  and  they  make  a  Fire  in  it  :  Then  ferae  young  Pcrfons 
approach  the  Coq^e,  cat  out  the  Flcft  in  the  Parts  which  had 
been  marked  out  by^a  Maftcr  of  the  Ceremooies,  and  throw  then 
into  the  Fire  with  the  Bowels  :  Then  they  place  che  Corpfe, 
thus  mangled,  in  the  Place  deftined  for  it.  During  th^  whole 
Operation,  the  Women,  efpecially  the  Relations  of  the  Deceafed, 
go  continually  round  thofe  that  are  at  it,  exhorting  them  toac- 
quit  themfelves  well  of  their  Employment,  and  put  Beads  of 
Porcelain  in  their  Mouths,  as  we  would  give  Sugar-Plumbs  to 
Children  to  entice  them  to  do  what  we  defire. 

The  Interment  is  followed  by  Prefents,   which  they  make  to 
UTL  ^  ^  /r     /•     the  afflifled  Family;  and  this  is  called r<?<z*mf 
fTbat  pajfes  af     ty  j),^j^     Thefe   Pi-efents   are  made  in  thJ 
ter  the  Interment,        ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Village,  and  fometimes  in  the 
Name  of  the  Nation.     Allies  alfo  make  fome  Prefents  at  the 
Death  of  confiderable  Perfons  :  But  firft  the  Family  of  the  De- 
ceafed makes  a  great  Feaft  in  his  Name,  and  this  Feaft  is  ac- 
companied with  Games,   for  which  they  propole  Prizes,  which 
are  performed  in  this  Manner :    A  Chief  throws  on  the  Tomb 
three  Sticks  about  a  Foot  long  :  A  young  Man,  \  Woman,  .ind 
a  Maiden,  take  each  of  them  one  ;  i^nd  thofe  of  their  Age,  their 
Sex,   and  their  Condition,    ftrive   to  wreft  them   out  of  their 
Hands.     Thofe  with  whom  the  Sticks  remain,   ire  Conquerors. 
There  are  alfo  Races,  and  they  fometimes  (hoot  at  a  Mark.     In 
fliort,  by  a  Cuftom  which  we  find  ellablilhed  ya  all  the  Times  of 
Pagan  Antiquity,  a  Ceremony  entirely  mournful  is  terminated 
\iy  Songs,  and  Shouts  of  Viftory. 
It  is  true,   that  the  Family  of  the  percafed  take  no  Part  in 
^-  j^  thefe  Rejoicings :    They  obferve  even  in  his 

KJJ  Mourning.       p^^^j^^  ^^^^^  ^^  Ohiequies,  a  Mourning,  the 

Laws  of  which  are  very  fevere  *,  They  muft  have  their  Hair  cut 
pff,  and  their  Faces  blacked  :  They  muft  ftand  with  their  Heads 
wrapped  .»n  a  Blanket :  They  muft  not  look  at  any  Pcrfon,  nor 
make  any  Vifit,  nor  eat  an}  Thing  hct :  They  muft  deprive 
themfelves  of  all  Pleaforcs,  wear  fcarce  any  Thing  on  their  Bo- 
dies, and  never  warm  themfelves  at  the  Pire,  even  in  the  Depth 
of  Winter. 

After  this  deep  Mourning,  which  lafts  two  Years,  they  begin 

afecond  more  moderate,  wliich  hi»1«   two  or  three  Years  longer, 

and  which  may  be  foftcned  by  little  and   little  ;  but  they  dif- 

penfc  with  nothing  Jiat  is  prefcribcd,  without  the  Confent  of  the 
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craven  i/*  ^-^'  —  ,  ,  ™,  r, 

♦^*  Widow  belongs.    Tnel« 
0/  mdcwhood     ^f  tte  L^s  of  f ^"^^X^idow.  (h/  finds 

r.:.«iiUi«fftoniatnf  »g»'"'  i  u  ;  rhlldren  :   He  enters  into 
**  '     wimes  the  Father  of  her  V""",,;.  ftrft  Hulband. 

Sfckts^"'^"^'^^  -""  -^^'-  "°"'^^ 

&=rf«'«f 'ST'^JheCw  Compliment  they  xake  .0  , 

TheU  and  S^^d even.  t{ a  S-^^^^^^ 

The  notion  of     i„  theil  Cabins.    «  'o  «  /j^^,  )oft  fince  they 

A  Swawifo"  near  R^lf'^'Vuev  out  their  Hands  on  hi. 
,fo>  mho  die  wo.  (^„  him  laft.  i  "7  /.  •  f„  underlland  who 
ImDe^k'-  Head,  and  theyjivehm^  All  this  U 

•,-.  ,hev  weep  for.  v/i*oot  mentioning  h'^»gj,,,i         But 

^uUtdVSire,  -;i,''rf7rU"appeVo  be  ajy  Wa^ 
what  I  am  g»i»g.»°  gP'^'^htviour  of  thcfc  People  towards  riiofe 
T'S'^Ua^ioto^Bea*.  even  though  it ..  m  War,  .nd 

hey  expire.    They  f  «'"'/';„  the  great  Ceremony,  which 
p7ce,  a'nd  they  gi^VXrs  am-g  fome^Nations,  and  every  tc. 

Ye'Trmon^XH^-  and  the  M»«^  ,,^  ^„^  ^  &„i  . 

They  call  it  the  ^'4''"'''  ?C'f4a  "hat  was  moftumform  and 

And  hire  follows  what    «-^"„f^»^fy  ^lich  is  the  moft  finguUr 

remarkableconcern.ngth.st.er«n    7.  1^^  fhey 
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chufc  the  King  of  the  Feaft,  whofe  Duty  it  is  to  give  Orders  for 
evtry  Thing,  and  to  invite  the  neighbouring  Villages.  The 
Day  appointed  being  come,  all  the  Savages  affemble,  and  go  in 
Proccfiion  two  and  two  to  the  Burying-PIace.  There  every  one 
labours  to  uncover  the  Bodies  ;  then  they  continue  fomc  Time 
contemplating  in  Silence  a  Speftacle  fo  capable  of  exciting  the 
moft  ferious  Reflexions,  The  Women  firft  interrupt  this  religj. 
ous  Silence,  by  fending  forth  mournful  Cries,  which  cncreafe 
the  Horror  with  which  every  one  is  filled. 

This  firft  Adt  being  ended,  they  take  up  theCarcafles,  and  pick 
up  the  dry  and  feparated  Bones,  and  put  them  in  Parcels  ;  and 
thofe  who  are  ordered  to  carry  them,  take  them  on  their  Shoul- 
ders.  If  there  are  any  Bodies  not  entirely  decayed,  they  wafh 
them  ;  they  clean  away  the  corrupted  Flefli,  and  all  the  Filth,  and 
wrap  them  in  new  Robes  of  Beaver  Skins  :  Then  they  return  in 
the  fame  Order  as  they  came ;  and  when  the  Proceflion  is  come 
into  the  Village,  every  one  lays  in  his  Cabin  the  Burden  he  was 
charged  with.  During  the  March,  the  Women  continue  their 
Lamentations,  and  the  Men  fhew  the  fame  Signs  of  Grief  as 
they  did  on  the  Day  of  the  Death  of  thofe  whofe  Remains  they 
have  been  taking  up.  And  this  fecond  Ait  is  followed  by  a 
Feaft  in  each  Cabin,  in  Honour  of  the  Dead  of  the  Family. 

The  following  Days  they  make  public   Feafts  ;  and  they  arc 
accompanied,  as  on  the  Day  of  the  Funeral,  with  Dances,  Games, 
and  Combats,  for  which  there  are  alfo  Prizes  propofed.     From 
Time  to  Time  they    make   certain  Cries,  which  they  call  the 
Cries  of  the  Souls.     They  make   Prefents   to  Strangers,  among 
whom  there  are  fometimes  fomc  who  come  an  hundred  and  fifty 
Leagues,  and  they  receive  Prefents  from  them.     They  alfo  take 
Advantage  of  thcfe  Opportunities  to  treat  of  common    Aflairs, 
or  for  the    Eleftion   of  a  Chief.     Every  Thing  paftes  with  a 
great  deal  of  Order,    Decency,    and  Modefty  ;  and  every  one 
appears  to  entertain  Sentiments  fuitable   to  the  principal  Ac- 
tion.    Every  Thing,    even  in   the  Dances  and  Songs,  carries 
ai>  Air  of  Sadnefs  and  Mourning;  and  one  can  fee  in  all.  Hearts 
pierced  with   the  fharpeft  Sorrow.     The  moft   Infenfible  would 
he  afFeded  at  the  Sight  of  this  Speftacle.     After  fome  Days  are 
paft,  they  go  again  in  Procelfion  to  a  great  Council-Room  built 
for  thePurpofe  :  They  hang  up  againft  the  Walls  the  Bones  and 
the  Carcafies  in  the  fj'n^e  Condition  they  took   them  from  the 
Burying-Place,  and  they  lay  forth  the  Prefents  defigned  for  the 
Dead.     If  among  th  fe  faa  Remains  there  happens  to  be  thofe 
of  a  Chief,   his  Succeftbr  gives  a  ^  reat  Feaft  in  his  Name,  and 
fings  his  Song.     In  many  Places  the  Bones  are  carried  from  Vil- 
lage to  \  illage,  are  received  every  where  with  great  Demonftra- 
tions  of  Grief  and  Tendcrnefs,  and  every  where  they  make 
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them  Prefents  :  Laftly,  they  carry  them  to  the  Place  where 
they  are  to  remain  always.  But  I  had  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  all 
thefe  Marches  are  made  to  the  Sound  of  their  Inftruments,  ac- 
companied with  their  beft Voices,  and  that  everyone  in  thcfe 
Marches  keeps  Time  to  the  Mufic. 

This  laftandcommonBurial-Placeis  a  great  Pit,  which  they  line 
with  their  fineft  Furs,  and  the  beft  Things  they  nave.  The  Pre- 
fents defigned  for  the  Dead,  arc  fet  by  themfclvcs.  By  Degrees,  as 
theProceffion  arrives,  each  Family  range  themfelves  on  a  Kind  of 
Scaffolds  fet  up  round  the  Pit  ;  and  the  Moment  the  Bones  are 
laid  in,  the  Women  renew  their  weeping  and  wailing.  Then 
all  prefent  go  down  into  the  Pit,  and  every  one  takes  a  li'^tlc 
of  the  Earth,  which  they  keep  carefully.  They  fancy  it  pro- 
cures Luck  at  Play.  The  Bodies  and  the  Bones,  ranged  in  Or- 
der, are  covered  with  entire  new  Furs,  and  over  that  with  Bark, 
on  which  they  throw  Stones,  Wood,  and  Earth.  Every  one  re- 
turns to  his  own  Cabin  ;  but  the  Women  come  for  feveral  Days 
after,  and  pour  Sagamitty  on  the  Place. 

/  amy  &c. 
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THE  Night  of  the  17th  of  this  Month,  the  Froft,  which  for 
eight  Days  part  was  perceivable  every  Morning,  encreafed 
Goniiderably.  This  was  early  for  this  Climate,  for  we  were  in  41" 
J  n  r  ■j.4'  r  40' Lat.  The  following  Days  we  went  forward 
thf^^tl^\)ir  '^^''^  Morning  to  Night,  favoured  by  the  Cur- 
rent, which  is  pretty  ftronjr,  and  fometimes 
by  the  Wind  :  In  Fail,  we  made  a  great  deal  of  Way,  but  we  ad- 
vanced very  little  on  our  Journey  :  After  havhig  gone  10  or  J2 
Leagues,  we  found  ourfelves  fo  near  our  laft  Encampment,  tiiat 
Perions  in  both  Places  might  have  fecn  each  other,  and  even 
have  talked  toget'oer,  at  leaft  with  a  Speaking-Trumpet.  But 
it  was  fome  Confcl.itioo  to  us,  that  t!:'V  River  and  its  Uordtrs 
were  covered  with  Wild-Fov/1,  fattened  with  wild  Oats,  vvluch 
were  then  vipe.  I  alfj  gathered  fome  ripe  Grapes,  which  were 
:md  Bignefs  of  a  Mulket-Bal!,  and  loft  enough,  5>iic 
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'I  of  a  bad  Tafte.     This  is  probably  the  iame  that   they  call  ia 

•  Louisiana  Raijin  Prune  (the  Plumb  GrmpeJ,  The  River  by 
'  Degrees  grows  lefs  windine^ ;  but  its  Borders  are  not  eieafant  till 
'"  we  are  ifirty  Leagues  from  its  Source.  It  ie  idib  for  all  this  Space 

ver/  narrow,  and  as  it  is  bordered  with  Trees,   whofe  Roots  are 

•  in  the  Water,  when  one  falls  it  bars  op  the  whole  River,  and 
it  takes  a  great  deal  of  Time  to  clear  a  Paflage  for  a  Ca- 
noe. 

Having  got  over  thefc  Difficulties,   the  River,  about  fifty 
Leagues  from  its  Source,   forms  a  fmall  Lake,  and  afterwards 

•  grows  confiderably  wider.  The  Country  begins  to  be  fine :  The 
^  Meadows  here  extend  beyond  the  Sight,  in  which  the  Buffaloes 
■  go  in  Herds  of  2  or  ^  hundred :  But  one  muft  keep  a  good  Look- 
'  out,  not  to  be  furprifed  by  the  Parties  of  Shux  and  Outagamit, 
^  which  are  drawn  hither  by  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Itlituts, 

,-  their  mortal  Enemies,  and  who  give  no  Quarter  to  the  French 
'  they  meet  on  their  Route.  The  MisfcM-tune  is,  that  the  Thealaki 
lofes  its  Depth  as  it  grows  wider,  fo  that  we  are  often  obliged 
CO  unlade  the  Canoes  and  walk,  which  is  always  attended  with 
feme  Danger,  and  I  fliould  have  been  greatly  perplexed,  if  they 
had  not  given  me  an  Efcort  at  the  River  St.  Jofeph. 

What  furprifed  me  at  feeing  fb  little  Water  in  the  Theakiki  was, 
that  from  Time  to  Time  it  receives  fome  pretty  Rivers.    I  faw 
one  among  the  refl,  above  lixty  Yards  wide  as  it's  Mouth,  which 
t^ey  have  named  the  Iroquois  River,  becaufe  thefe  gallant  Men 
fuffered  themfelves  to  be  furprifed  here  by  the  IlUnoisy  who  killed 
a  great  Number  of  them.    This  Blow  humbled  them  the  more^ 
as  they  greatly  defpifed  the  Illinois,  who  for  the  moft  Part  can 
never  face  them. 
The  27  th  of  September  we  arrived  la  Fourche  (ai  the  Fork\) 
nr*L    v        r    this  is  the  Name  the  C«»/z///tf«/ give  the  Place 
KJt  the  Kt<ver  oj    ^j^^^  ^j^  Theakiki  and  the  River  of  the  II- 
ti,e ILLINOIS.  /,^„>join.     Thelaft.aftera  Gourfe  of  fixty 

Leagues,  is  flill  fo  fhallow,  that  I  faw  a  Buffalo  crofs  it,  and  the 
Water  did  not  come  above  the  Middle  of  his  Legs.  On  the  con* 
trary,  the  Theakiki,  beiides  bringing  it's  Waters  a  hundred 
Leagues,  is  a  fine  River.  Neverthelefs  it  lofes  it's  Name  here, 
without  doubt  becaufe  the  Illitiois  being  fettled  in  many  Places  of 
the  other  have  given  it  their  Name.  Being  enriched  ail  at  once 
by  this  Jun^ion,  it  yields  to  none  that  we  liave  in  France ;  and 
I  dare  afTure  you.  Madam,  that  it  is  not  poffible  to  fee  a  better 
nor  a  finer  Country  than  that  it  waters ;  at  leaft  up  to  this  Place, 
from  whence  I  write.  But  it  is  fifteen  Leagues  below  the 
Fork  before  it  acquires  a  Depth  anfwerable  to  its  Breadth,  al- 
though in  this  Interval  it  receives  many  other  Rivers. 
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The  largeft  is  called  Pijlicoui,  and  comes  from  the  fine  Country 
of  the  Ma/coutins.  It  has  a  Fall  at  its  Mouth,  )yhic|i  (hey  call 
la  Charbofuere  (the  Coal  Fall)  becaufe  they  find  inany  Coals  in 
its  Environs.  In  this  Route  we  fee  only  vaft  Meadows,  wit)ilitt)(; 
Clutters  of  Trees  here  and  there,  which  feem  to  haveBcen'plahted 
by  the  Hand  ;  the  Gfafs  grows  fo  high  in  them,  that  one  might 
lofe  one's  felf  amongft  it ;  but  every  where  we  meet  with  P£ths 
that  are  as  beaten  as  they  can  be  in  the  mod  populous  C6un- 
tries ;  yet  nothing  pafies  through  them  but  Bnfialoes,  and  from 
Time  to  Time  fome  Herds  of  Deer,  and  fome  Roe-Budcs. 

A  League  below  the  Coal-Fall  we  fee  on  the  Ri^ht  a  Rock 
quite  round,  and  very  high,  the  Top  of  which  is  like  a  *Tcr- 
rafs ;  they  call  it  the  Fort  of  tht  Miatnisy  becaufe  '  thefe  Savages 
had  formerly  a  Village  here.  A  League  farther  on  the  leftj  M/t 
fee  another  juiH  like  it,  which  they  call  only  Le  Ro<ker  (tht  Rock.) 
It  is  the  Point  of  a  Ytxy  high  Place,  that  runs  for  the  Length  of 
two  hundred  Paces,  always  following  the  Side  of  the  River,  which 
widens  very  much  in  this  Place.  It  is  perpendicular  on  every 
Side,  and  at  a  Diiiance  one  would  take  it  for  a  Fortrefs.  Here 
are  ftill  fome  Remains  of  Palifadoes,  becaufe  the  lllimis  former- 
ly made  an  Intrenchment  here,  which  they  can  eafily  repair  in 
Cafe  of  any  Irruption  of  their  Enemies. 

The  Village  is  at  the  Foot  of  the  Rock  in  ^n  Ifland,  wiiich 
with  feveral  others,  all  wonderfully  fruitful,  divide  the  River  in 
this  Place  into  two  pretty  large  Channels.  I  landed  the  29th 
about  four  in  the  Afternoon,  and  I  found  fome  French  here,  who 
were  trading  with  the  Savages.  As  foon  almofi  as  I  had  iet  my 
Foot  on  Shore,  I  was  vifited  by  the  Chief  of  the  Village^  He 
is  a  Man  about  forty,  well  Ihaped,  mild,  of  a  very  pleaftrig 
Countenance,  and  the  French  faid  many  Things  in  his  PrWife.  " 

Then  I  went  up  the  Rock  by  a  tc'erably  eafy  Way,  but' very 
narrow.  I  found  a  very  iinooth  Terrafs,  of  a  great  Extent ; 
and  where  all  the  Savages  of  Canada  could  not'  force  two  hun- 
dred Men,  who <h^  Eire.  Arms,  if  they  could  haveWater,  which 
they  can  get  only  from  the  River ;  and  to  do  this  ihey  muft 
expofe  themfelves.  All  the  Recourfe  of  thofe  who  (h'ould  hap- 
pen to  be  befieged  ^re,  would  be  the  natural  Iinpatie^ce  of 
thefe  Barbarians.  In  fmall  Parties  they  will  wait  without  Un> 
eaiinefs  eight  or  ten  Days  behind  a  Buih,  in  Hopes  that  fome  Bo- 
dy will  pafs  by,  whom  they  may  kill  or  take  Prifoner  :  But 
when  they  are  a  numerous  Body  of  Warriors,  if  they  do  not 
prefently  fucceed,  they  foon  grow  weary,  and  take  the  firil  Ex- 
cufe  to  retreat.  This  they  never  want ;  for  there  needs  only  for 
this  Purpofea  Dream,  real  or  feigned. 
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The  Rain,  and  ftill  more  a  SpeAacle,   which  filled   me 


with 


»      *•      r  *L     Horror,  hindered  me  from  making  the  Tour 
Recepuenof  the    ^^  ^y^^^^  j^^^j^^^  ^^^  whence  I  hoped  to  dif- 
Prtjoners    amn^      ^^^^^  ^  Country.     I  perceived  at  the 

the  ILLINOIS.  g^j^  and  juft  above  the  Village,  the  Bodies  of 
two  Savages  that  had  been  burnt  a  few  Days  before,  and  which 
were  abandoned  according  to  Cuftom,  to  the  Birds  of  Prey,  in 
the  fame  Pofture,  in  which  they  were  executed.  The  Way  of 
burnine  the  Prifoners  among  thefe  fouthern  Nations,  is  feme- 
thing  nngular ;  and  they  have  alfo  fome  Cuftoms  different  from 
the  others  in  their  Manner  of  behaving  towards  thefe  unhap< 
py  Wretches. 

When  they  have  made  a  military  Expedition,  which  has  fuc- 
ceeded,  the  Warriors  order  their  March  fo,  that  they  never  arrive 
at  the  Village  till  Night.  As  foon  as  they  are  near  it,  they 
halt  ;  and  when  it  is  Night,  they  depute  two  or  three  young 
People  to  the  Chief,  to  acquaint  him  with  the  principal  Adven- 
tures of  the  Campaign.  Next  Day,  at  the  Appearance  of  the 
Dawn  they  drefs  their  Prifoners  in  new  Robes,  adorn  their  Hair 
with  Down,  paint  their  Faces  with  various  Colours,  and  p,it  a 
white  Stick  in  their  Hands,  which  is  fet  round  with  the  Tails  of 
Roe-Bucks.  At  the  fame  Time  the  War-Chief  makes  a  Cry, 
and  all  the  Village  aflembles  at  the  Water-fide,  if  they  are  near 
a  River. 

As  foon  as  the  Warriors  appear,  four  young  Men  in  their  fined 
Drefs  embark  in  zPeUiaugre(a)t  the  two  firft  carry  a  Calumet,  and 
go  finjging  all  the  Way,  to  fetch  the  Prifoners,  which  they  bring  as 
in  Triumph  to  the  Cabin,  where  they  are  to  be  fentenced.  The 
Mailer  of  the  Cabin,  to  whom  it  belongs  to  decide  their  Fate,  firft 
gives  them  fomething  to  eat,  and  during  this  Meal  he  holds  a  Coun- 
cil. If  they  give  his  Life  to  ^ny  one,  two  young  Men  go  and  untie 
him,  take  him  each  by  one  Hand  and  make  him  run  full  Speed 
to  the  River,  where  they  throw  him  in  Headforemoil.  They 
throw  themfelves  in  after  him,  wafh  him  ^yell,  ^nd  lead  him  to 
the  Perfon  whofe  Slave  he  is  to  be. 

As  to  thofe  who  are  condemned  to  die,  as  foon  as  the  Sentence 

Th  '  M  f   ^^  pronounced,   the   Cry  is  made  to  affcmble 

I  f"^  '^^^^^91  the  Village;  and  the  Execution  is  deferred, 
burning  them,  ^^j^  .^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^^j^  ^^  ^^^j^^  ^^^  Prepara- 

tions for  it.  They  begin  by  ilripping  the  Sufferer  quite  naked : 
They  fix  in  the  Earth  two  Polls,  to  which  they  faften  two  crofs 
Pieces,  one  about  two  Feet  from  the  Ground,  and  the  other  fix  qr 
feven  Fee^  higher,  and  this  is  what  they  call  a  Frame.     They 

(a)  This  is  a  long  Boat,  made  of  thf  fingle  Trunk  of  a  Tr«c,    They  ufe 
biit  few  Cftnoes  of  Bark  in  thefe  faits. 
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maice  the  Sufferer  get  upon  the  firft  crofs  Piece,  to  which  they 
iailen  his  Feet,  at  a  little  Diflance  from  each  other  :  Then  they 
tie  his  Hands  to  the  upper  Angles  of  the  Frame ;  and  in  this 
Pofture  they  burn  him  in  all  Parts  of  the  Body. 

All  the  Village,  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  gather  round 
him  ;  and  tvtry  one  has  a  Right  to  torture  him  as  they  pleafe* 
if  no  one  prefent  has  anv  particular  Reafon  to  prolong  his  Suf- 
ferings, his  Puniftiment  his  foon  over  ;  and  commonly  they  dif- 
patch  him  with  their  Ari'ows,  or  elfe  they  cover  him  with  the 
Bark  of  Trees^  which  they  fet  on  Fire.  Then  they  leave  him  in 
his  Frame,  and  towards  ^light  they  run  through  all  the  Cabins, 
ftriking  with  little  Sticks  on  the  Furniture,  on  the  Walls,  and  on 
the  Roofs,  to  hinder  his  Soul  from  flaying  there  to  r^veAg^  the 
Injuries  thcy  have  done  to  his  Body.  The  reft  of  the  Night  is 
paired  in  Rejoicings.  • 

If  the  Party    has  met    no    Fnediy,    ol-  if  it  has  been 
c      D    .'    /       obliged  to  fly,  ic  enters  the  Village  by  Day, 

uttes    concerning      been  beaten,  it  enters  by  Night,  after  having 
ihur    Parties   of       .     ^  Notice  of  their   RetSrn   by  a  Cry  of 
'*'*•  Death,   and  named  all  thofe  they  have  loft, 

cither  by  Diftempers,  or  by  the  Sword  of  the  Enemy.  Sometimes 
the  Prifoners  are  condemned  and  executed  before  they  arrive  at 
the  Village  ;  efpecially  when  they  have  any  Room  to  fear  they 
will  be  refcued.  Some  Time  fince  a  Frenchman  being  taken  by 
the  Qutagamiiy  thefe  Barbarians  held  a  Council  on  their  Route, 
to  know  how  they  ftiould  difpofe  of  him.  The  Refult  of  the 
Deliberation  was  to  throw  a  Stick  up  in  the  Tree,  and  if  it 
lodged  therti  to  burn  their  Prifoner  ;  but  to  throw  it  only  a  cer- 
tain Number  of  Times.  By  good  Fortune  for  the  Prifoner, 
though  the  Tree  was  very  ;hick  of  Branches,  the  Stick  always 
fell  to  the  Ground. 
I  Aayed  twenty-four  Hours  at  the  Rock,  and  to  pleafd  the  Sa- 
<ifL  J  1  r  iQ  vages,  and  to  Ihew  my  entire  Confidence  in 

The  dolefulSongs    ^y^^^^  ^j^^     j^  ^^^  Conduftors  wete  en- 

V  '**  Illinois.  camped  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River,  I  lay 
in  a  Cabin  in  the  midft  of  the  Village*  I  paft  the  Night  quiet 
enough  ;  but  I  was  waked  very  eaiiy  by  a  Woman,  who  lived  irt 
the  next  Cabin;  when  fhe  awoke,  the  Remembran-i  of  her  Son, 
whom  fhe  had  loft  feme  Years  before,  carte  into  her  Mind,  and 
immediately  fhe  began  to  weep*  and  to  fing  in  a  very  doleful 
Tone. 

The  Illinois  have  the  CharaiJler  of  being  cunning  Thieves, 
for  this  Reafon  I  caufed  all  my  Baggage  to  be  carried  over  to  the 
6ther  Side  ;  but  in  fpite  of  this  Precaution,  and  the  Vigilance 
of  my  People,  at  our  Departure  we  miffed  a  Gun,    and  fome 

Oo  2  Trifles, 
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Trifles,  which  we  couI4  ncver^  recover.  The  faipe  ^vienlng  we 
paHcd  the  laft  Place  pf  the  River,  where  one  is  oBIiged  to  drar 
the  Canoe ;  Afterwards  the  River  ha«  every  where  a  Breadth  and 
Depth,  that  makes  it  equal  to  ihoft  of  the  largell  Rivers  of  £«. 

Vf.  ^  . 

1  ifaw  alfo  this  Day,  for  the  firft  Time,  (bpne  Carrots  :  There 
are  fome  oh  the  Sides  of  the.  Theakikit  but 
in  Summer  only.  Theie  were  Tome  Stagelen 
that  were  going  to  the  'MiJ/ijipi,  where  Oiere 


rope, 


Of  the  Parrots 
•f  Lonifiana. 

are  fomeih  allSeafons :  They^arel^ut  little  bigger  than  a  Black. 

bird,  thei^  Heacl  is  yellow,  with  a  red  Spot  in  the  Middle,  Green 

prevails  in  alj  the  reft  of  their  f  lumag'e.     The  two  following 

pays  we  tn^veried  a  cfharmin^  Country,    and  the  third  of  Qth. 

ver  about  Noon  we  foun^  ourftrves  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Lake 

Pimiteouy  ;  it  is   the  River  which  grows  wi'ler  here,  and  which 

tor  thre"  Leagues  is  one  League  in  Breadth.     At   the  End  of 

thefe  three  Leagues,  we  find  oh  the  Right  a  fecond   Village  of 

Illinois^  diftant  aoout  fifteen  Leagues  ifi-om  that  of  the  Rock. 

Nothing  can  be  more  pleafaht  than  the  Situation  ;  it  has  over 

nr  tL    vii         againftit, asin  Perfpeftive,  avery  fineForeft, 

-p/ ;Vi^    -^     which  was  tlien  of  all  Colours,  and   behind 

«/-l'imiteouy.  j^  ^  pj^.^  ^^  ^^  immenfe  Extent,  bordered 

with  Woods.  The  Lake  and  the  River  fwarm  with  Fifh,  and  their 
Sides  with  Wild-Fowl.  I  met  alfo  in  this  Village  iovix  French  Ca- 
hadiantt  who  informed  me  that  I  was  between  four  Parties  of 
Enemies,  and  that  it  was  not  fafe  for  me  either  to  go  forward, 
or  to  return;  tWy  told  me  further,  that  on  the  Route  which  I 
had  travelled,  there  were  thirty  Outagamis  in  Ambufh;  that  the 
like  Number  of  the  fame  Savages  were  ranging  round  the  ViU 
lage  of  Pimteouy,  and  others^  to  the  Number  of  eighty  kept 
at  the  Bottom  of  the  River,  divided 'iiito  two  Bands. 

This  Account  made  me  recolle£t  what  had  hajjpeined  to  us  the 
Evening  before ;  we  had  ilopt  at  "tjhe  End  of  the  Ill'ahd,  to  look 
for  fome  Buftards,  at  which  ipme  of  my^  "People  had  fired  j  and 
yvc  heard  fomebody  cutdiig  of  .Wbcd|n 'the  Middle  of  the  Ifland. 
The.  Nearnefs  of  the  Village  of  P/«r;>«^,'niade  us  judge  that  it 
was  fome  lUineisy  and  we  held  in  that  Opinion  ;  but  it  is  very 
likely  that  they  were  Outagamis^  who  having  difcovej-ed  us,  and 
^ot  daring  to  attack  us,  becaufe  1  had  twelve  Men  well  armed, 
thought  to  draw  fome  of  us  into  the  Woods,  judging  that  they 
fhoutdhaive  aneafy  Conqj^ueft  of  the  reft  j  biit  our  little  Curi- 
ofity  kept  us  from  this  Misfortune,  which  I  fhould  certainly  not 
■  have  efcaped,  if  I,  had  not  had  an  Efcort  commanded  by  a  Man, 
iwho  was  not  of  a  Humour  to  flop  where  there  was  no  real  Oc 
cafion.  \ 
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What  further  confirmed 
was,  that  thirty  Warriors 
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the  Account  of  the  four  Frenchmen 
of  Pimiteom,  commanded  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Village,  were  in  the  Field,  to  endeavour  toeet 
more  certain  News  of  the  Enemy  ;  and  that  a  few  Days  before 
their  Departure,  there  had  been  an  Aftion  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood, in  which  the  two  Parties  had  each  made  one  Prifoner : 
The  Outagami  had  been  burnt  about  a  Mufket-Shot  from  the 
Village,  and  he  was  flill  in  his  Frame.  The  Canadians^  who 
afiifted  in  his  Punifhment,  told  me  that  it  lafted  five  Hours,  and 
that  this  unfortunate  Wretch  had  maintained  till  his  Death  that 
he  was  an  Illinois,  and  that  he  had  been  taken  in  his  Childhood 
by  the  OutagamiSf  who  had  adopted  him. 

However,  he  had  fought  very  well,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
a  Wound  received  in  the  Leg,  he  had  not  been  taken. 
But  as  he  could  give  no  Proofs  of  what  he  had  alledged,  and 
had  been  very  near  making  his  Efcape,  they  would  not  believe 
him  on  his  Word.  He  made  it  appear  in  the  midil  of  his  Tor* 
ments,  that  Braver v,  and  Courage  in  bearing  Pain,  are  very  dif- 
ferent Virtues,  ana  that  they  do  not  always  go  together,  for 
he  made  moil  lamentable  Cries,  which  only  ^rvcd  to  animate 
his  Executioners.  It  is  true  that  an  old  Woman,  whofe  Soi^^ 
had  been  formerly  killed  by  the  Outagamis,  made  him  fuffer 
all  the  Pains  that  Fury  infpired  by  Revenge  could  invent. 
However,  at  laft  they  took  Pity  on  his  Cries,  they  covered 
him  with  Straw,  which  they  fet  on  Fire ;  and  as  he  had  Aill 
fome  Life  in  him  after  it  was  burnt  out,  the  Children  killed 
him  with  their  Arrows^  Generally,  when  a  Sufferer  does  not  die 
bravely,  it  is  a  Woman,  or  Children,  that  give  him  his  Death'i 
Wound :  He  does  not  deferve,  they  fay,  to  die  by  the  Hand  of 
a  Man. 

Ifound  myfelf.  Madam,  greatly  embarrafTed.     On  one  Side, 

my  Conductors  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  go  forward  ;  on   the 

other,  it  was  very  inconvenient  for  my  Afi'airs  to  winter  at/*/- 

miteouj :  I  fhould  then  have  even   been  obliged  to   follow    the 

Savages  in  their  Winter-Quarters,  and  this  would  have  made 

me  lofe  a  whole  Year.     At  laf^the  two  Canadians ^  of  the  four 

which  I  found  at  Pimiteouj,  offered  to  encreafe  my  Efcort,  and 

they   all  took  Heart.     I   would  have  departed  the  next  I>ay, 

the  fourth  of  O^ober,  but  the  Rain,  and  fome  other  Difficultie* 

which  we  met  with,  ftopt  me  the  whole  Day. 

The  Warriors,  who  had  been   out   on  the  Difcovery,  cams 

cr/.     n-'xr    ;  •       back  in  the  Afternoon,  without  making  any 

I  be  Uimculttes     ^       htczyxk  they  had  feen  nothing.     They 

tn  nyhich  I  ftmnd    ^jj  ^j^j  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^j^j^  ^  ^^^^^  g^^^  ^^ 

^yJ^J'  an  Air:  They  were  only  armed  with  Ar- 

rows, and  a  round  Shield  of  Buffalo's  Hides,  and  they  did  not 
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fpcm  to  take  any  Notice  of  mc.  It  is  the  Cuftom  of  th*  War . 
tiors  to  falute  no  Perfon  when  they  arc  in  a  Bodv  for  War :  But 
atmoft  as  foon  as  they  had  got  into  their  Cabins,  the  Chief  having 
drefled  himfelf,  came  and  paid  mc  a  Vifit  of  Ceremony.  He  is 
librout  forty  Years  old,  pretty  t.'ill,  and  fomcthing  lean,  of  a 
Jrtild  Charaftdr,  and  very  rational.  He  is  alfo  the  braveft  Sol- 
dier of  his  Nation,  and  there  is  no  Illinois  that  defervcb  better 
than  he  the  Sirname  (a)  that  Homer  gives  by  Way  of  Preference 
to  the  Hero  of  his  Iliad.  This  is  faying  a  great  deal,  for  the 
lUinoii  are  perhaps  the  fwifteft  Runners  in  the  World  :  Thd 
Mijfottrites  are  the  only  People  that  can  difpute  this  Glory  with 
them< 
As  I  perceived  a  Crofs  of  Copper,  and  a  little  Figure  of  thtf 

A    remarkable     ^^'■S^\**!uS'"?,*^u?V'!l\^"^  °U**^'  ^*- 
t\      ^  .L    r<L  r    vage,    I  thought  he  had  been  a  Chnftiatit 

lf7'S.l^  '^  bu?  they  afTuFed  me  that  he  had  only  put 
6j  nmiteouy.  himfelf  in  this  Equipage  out  of  Refpeft  to 

ftrt.  They  told  nle  farther  what  I  am  going  to  relate,  without 
fequiring  you  to  believe  more  of  it,  than  the  Credit  of  my  Au- 
thors defervc  :  They  are  Canadian  Travellers,  who  certainly 
did  not  invent  what  they  told  me,  but  who  heard  it  reported  as 
6  certain  Fadt.     This  is  the  Story. 

The  Image  of  the  Virgin,  which  the  Chief  wore,  having 
fallen  into  his  Hands,  I  know  not  how,  he  was  curious  to  know 
t^ho  it  feprefented  :  They  told  hrm  it  was  the  Mother  of  God^ 
and  that  the  Child  which  (he  held  in  her  Arms,  was  God  him- 
felf,  who  made  .iimfelf  Man  for  the  Salvation  of  Mankinds 
Thejr  explained  to  him  in  few  Words  the  Myftery  of  this 
ineffable  Incarnation;  and  farther  told  htm,  that  the  Chriftiani 
Always  addrefl<:d  thehlfelves  to  this  divine  Mother  when  they 
fftx^  in  any  Danger,  and  that  they  feldom  did  it  in  vain.  Thef 
SafVage  liftened  to  this  Difcourfe  with  much  Attention ;  and 
fome  Time  after,  as  he  was  hunting  alone  in  the  Woods,  an 
Outagantif  who  had  laid  in  Ambufh,  flievved  himfelf  the  Moment 
after  he  had  difcharged  his  Gun  at  fome  Game,  and  took  Aim  at 
iim.  Then  he  remembered  what  had  been  told  him  of  the  Mother 
fef  God :  He  invoked  her,  and  the  Outagami  attempting  to  Ihoot^ 
tih  Gun  mifled  Fire :  He  cocked  it  again,  and  the  fame  Thing  hap- 
pened five  Times  together.  During  this  Time,  the  Illinois  charged 
nJs  own,  and  in  his  Turn  took  Aim  at  his  Enemy,  who  chofe  ra- 
ther to  furrender  than  be  (hot.  Since  this  Adventure,  the  Chief 
iievef  goes  out  of  the  Village  without  carrying  his  Safeguard  with 
Jiim,  with  which  he  thinks  himfelf  invulnerable.  If  the  Story  is 
ifoie,  it  is  \cry  probable  that  it  was  the  Fault  of  the  Miflionar/ 
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fi)one  that  has  hindered  him   from   beccming  a  Cirijiitdff,   aii4 

that  the  Mother  of  God,  after  having  preierved  him   from  « 

temporal  Death,  will  obtain  for  him  the  U  race  of  a  finccrc  CqiI" 

veriion  faj. 

As  foon  as  the  Chief  had  left  me,  I  went  out  to  viHt  the 

Th    M  f    ^''*^^'""'^'   ^^  ^^   Village,    and   1   perceived 

V  ann       r     two  Savatjes,  who  went  from  Cabin  to  Cabin, 

Mourmng for    the     ....:,: f.A   :_   .i.  r -t- .1.     w/   * 

Dead   among    the 
Illinois. 


wailing  much  in  the  f.intc  Tone  as  the  Wo* 
man  of  the  Rocky  \  mentioned  before.  Ono 
had  lod  his  Friend  in  the  lad  Battle,  the 
other  was  the  Father  of  him  that  had  been  flain.  I'hey  walked 
a  great  Pace,  and  put  their  Hands  on  the  Heads  of  all  they  met; 
vrobably  to  invite  them  to  (hare  in  their  Grief.  Thole  who 
nave  fought  Refemblances  between  the  Hebrcvcs  and  the  uimc- 
ricanit  would  not  have  failed  to  have  taken  particular  Notice  of 
this  Manner  of  Mourning,  which  fome  Expreflions  of  Scripture 
might  give  Room  to  tnefe  Conjedurers  to  judge  might  have 
been  in  Ufe  among  the  People  of  God. 

About  Evening,  the  Chief  defircd  mc  to  come  to  a  Houfe 

Th  C        fth      ^^^^^  ^'^^  °^  °"'"  Miflionaries    had   lodged 

r>L-  /r'^^^  %  /    {aoi^  Years  before,   and  where  probably  they 

Chief  for  my  baft-     ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  Council :    I  went  thither. 

^'  and  found  him  there  with  two  or  three  EU 

ders.  He  began  by  faying  that  he  was  defirous  of  informing 
me  of  the  great  Danger  to  which  I  was  going  to  expofe  myfrlt, 
by  continumg  my  Route  :  That  upon  thoroughly  confidering  all 
Circumftances,  he  advifed  me  to  put  off  my  Departure  till  the  Sea- 
fon  was  a  little  more  advanced ;  th-at  he  hoped  then  the  Enemy's 
Parties  would  be  retired,  and  leave  me  a  free  Pafl'age,  As  ho 
might  have  his  Views  in  detaining  me  at  Pimiteouyy  I  let  him 
know  that  I  was  not  much  afFefted  with  his  Reafons,  and  added, 
that  I  had  fome  more  prevailing  ones  to  haften  my  Departure, 
He  feemed  to  be  concerned  at  my  Anfwer,  and  I  foon  found 
that  it  proceeded  from  his  AfTedion  for  me,  and  his  Z^al  for  puf 
Nation. 

"  Since  your  Refolution  is  taken,  faid  he,  I  ain  of  Opinion, 
*'  that  all  the  French  who  are  here,  ftiould  join  themfelves  tQ 
'*  you  to  ftrengthen  your  Efcort :  I  have  alfo  already  dedarp4 
my  Thoughts  to  them  on  this  Matter,  and  haye  ftrongly  re^ 
prefented  to  them,  that  they  would  be  for  ever  loft  tp  all  Ho= 
nour,  if  they  Ihould  leave  their  Father  in  Danger,  without 
fliaring  it  with  him.  I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  accompany 
you  myfelf  at  the  Head  of  all  my  Soldiers,  but  you  know 
piy  Village  is  in  Danger  of  being  attacke4  every  pay,  gni 
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it  is  not  proper  for  me  to  be  abfent,  and  to  le.tve  it  un« 
guarded  in  uich  Circumilsinccs.     As  for  the  French^  nothing 
can  detain  them  here,  but  an  IntercJl  which  they  ought  to 
facrifice  to  your  Prefervation.     This  is  what  I  have  given 
them  to  underftandi  and  have  farther  told  them,  that  if  any  one 
of  them  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  it  would  only  be 
the  Lofs  of  a  Man,  whereas  a  Father  was  alone  to  be  edecm- 
ed  as  many,  aud  that  they  ought  to  run  all  Hazards,  to  pre- 
vent fo  great  a  Misfortune," 
I  was  charmed,  Madam,  with  the  Wifdom  of  this  Man,  and 
more  Hill  with  his  Generoiity,  which  inclined  him,  out  of  his 
Regard  for  me»  to  deprive  himfelf  of  four  Men,  whofe  AHtftance 
was  a  Matter  of  Confequence,  in  his  prefent  Situation.  I  made  no 
Doubt  before,  that  in  his  Willingnefs  to  detain  me,  he  had  a  View 
of  making  Ufe  of  my  Efcort  in  Cafe  of  Need.     I  gave  him 
many  Thanks  for  his  Good-will  and  his  Care,  and  I  aiTured 
him  that  I  was  very  well  fatisfied  with  the  French^  that  I  would 
divide  them  with  him,  and  leave  him  'two  for  his  Defence,  in 
Cafe  he  ihonld  be  attacked ;  that  the  other  two  fhould  accom- 
pany me  till  I  was  in  si  Place  of  Safety,  and  with  this  •  Rein- 
forcement I  fhould  think  myfelf  in  a  Condition  to  go  an/ 
where  without  Fear.    He  pre£ed  me  no  further  to  Aay,  and  I 
retired. 
This  Morning  he  came  to  pay  me  a  fecond  Vi£t,  accompanied 
^       f.    ,.      with  his  Mother-in-Law,  who  carried  a  young 
tiecaujes  hts     ^j^j^j  j^  ^^^  ^^^  .  ,,  You  fee,  faid  he,  ad- 
Dciughur  to  be     .,  ^^^       ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  a  Father  in  great 
daptizea.  .,  Afflifbon.     This  is  my  Daughter,  who  is 

•*  dying,  her  Mother  died  in  bringing  her  into  the  World,  and 
no  Woman  could  fuccceed  in  nurfing  her.  She  brings  up  all 
(he  takes,  and  has  perham  but  a  few  Hours  tc  live :  You 
will  do  me  a  Pleafure  to  baptize  her,  that  ihe  may  go  to  fee 
God  after  her  Death."  The  Child  was  really  very  ill,  and 
pad  all  Hopes  of  Recovery,  fo  I  made  no  Scruple  to  bap- 
tize it. 

.  Should  my  Travels  have  been  ufelefs  in  all  other  Rei^£ts,  I 
acknowledge  to  you.  Madam,  I  fhould  not  regret  all  the  Fa- 
tigues and  Dangers  of  thcni,  fmce,  in  all  Probs^bility,  if  I  had 
j\ot  come  to  Pwiitemy,  this  Child  had  never  gone  to  Heaven, 
where  i  make  no  Doiibt  (he  will  foon  arrive.  I  hope  alfo,  that 
this  little  Angel  will  obtain  for  her  Father  the  fame  Grace  he 
has  procured  ^r  her.  I  depart  an  Hour  hence,  and  I  truft  this 
Letter  with  the  two  Frenchmen  I  leave  here,  and  who  intend  to 
take  the  firH  Opportunity  to  return  to  Canada* 

I  am,  &c. 
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Qf  tht  Courfi 

tf«i  PlarMSt  Ecltpjes,  ana 
Time. 


Madam,  .w  T  was  not  fo  eafy  at  leavinl 

T  Confers  very  fmccrely.   '^f^^^/^ne,  as  well  for  m/  own 

»'  openly.  bcca«reh^dfo«««       Tiding  .»  fear  fr  m  S»r^ 
commanded  f<.;^  but  ^^  ^^^  ^      1, ^''''o^  of  tKc  moll 

^«  brought  into  an  Ambujh  >>/«•  0"^^*??,  ,  Buffalo,  aDeer, 
:rth:EnV»- ''l;ZX:  tn 'k:' way  in  Hopes  of  get- 

.   w     f  nc.  ,.r»  much  dlftin!<.iH.td  himfdt  ajalrft  tl» 

«„«*,comnund.dwV'<°f-  ^      _     .,    .;i   V-  ,  .,v-     Th.y 

-sit  ..     j?    "    :  !»«-.■-'•■■■ 
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They  reckon  70  Leagues  from  Pimiteouy  to  the MiJJijffippi:lh?Mc 

The  C     fe    f     already  faid  that  it  was  1 5  from  the   Rock  to 

#/.*  p-  J!    e  X     Ptmeteouy;  the  firft  of  thefe  two  Villages  is  in 

IllinoiT  4*  Degrees  Lat.  the  Entrance  of  the  River 

of  the  JUittois  is  in  40  Degrees  j  fo  that  from 
ihe  Rock  this  River  runs  Weft,  inclining  a  little  to  the  South, 
but  it  makes  many  Windings.  From  Time  to  Time  we  meet  with 
Iflands,  fome  of  which  are  pretty  large :  Its  Banks  are  but  low 
in  many  Places  :  In  the  Spring  it  overflows  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Meadows,  which  are  on  the  Right  and  Left,  and  which 
are  afterwards  covered  with  Grafs  and  Herbs,  that  grow  very 
high.  They  fay  it  abounds  with  Fiih  every  where,  but  we  had 
no  Time  to  iifti,  nor  any  Nets  that  were  fit  for  its  Depth.  Our 
l^ufinefs  was  fooner  done  by  killing  a  Buffalo,  or  a  Roe-Buck, 
and  of  thefe  we  had  the  Choice. 

The  6th  we  faw  a  great  .Number  of  Buffaloes  crofling  the 
River  in  a  great  Hurry,  and  we  fcarce  doubted  but  that  they  were 
hunted  by  one  of  the  Parties  of  the  Enemy,  which  they  had 
ipoken  or:  This  obliged  us  to  fail  all  Night,  to  get  out  of  fuch 
a  dangerous  Neighbourhood.  The  next  Day  before  it  was  light 
We  paff^d  the  Saguimont,  a  great  River  that  com^  from  the 
South ;  riv  or  fix  Leagues  lower  we  kft  on  the  fame  Hand 
another  fmalicr,  called  the  River  of  the  :Mif<>/^««:  Thefe  are 
""jpreat  Roots,  v^^hich  eaten  raw,  are  Poifon,  but  being  roafled  by  a 
fmaU- Fire  for  five  or  fix  Days  or  more,  have  no  longer  any  hurt- 
ful Quality.  Between  thefe  two  Rivers,  at  an  equal  Diftance 
from  DOth  we  find  a  Marfh  called  Machoutin,  which  is  exadly 
iialf-way  from  Pimiteouy  to  the  MiJJiffippi. 

Soon  after  we  had  paffed  the  River  of  the  Macopinesy  we  per- 
ceived the  Banks  of  the  MiJfiJlJippiy  which  are  very  high.  We 
towed  however  above  twenty-four  Hours  longer,  and  often  with 
pur  Sail  up,  before  we  entered  it ;  becaufe  the  River  of  the  II- 
iinois  changes  its  Courfe  in  this  Place  from  the  Weft  to  the 
Sc-^th  and  by  Eaft.  One  might  fay,  that  out  of  Refentment  at 
being  obliged  to  pay  the  Homage  of  its  Waters  to  another  Ri- 
ver, it  fought  to  retuin  back  to  its  Spring. 

Its  Entrance  into  the  MiJJiJJippi  is  Eaft  South  Eaft.    It  was  the 
f,       .  10th,  about  half  paft  Two  in  the  Morning, 

^-^^^^  *  that  we  found  ourfelves  in  this  River,  which 

at  that  Time  made  fo  much  Noife  in  frcnce^  leaving  on  the 
Right  H.  .nd  a  great  Meadow,  out  of  which  there  rifes  a  little 
River,  in  which  there  is  a  great  deal  of  Copper.  Nothing  can 
be  more  charming  than  all  this  Side ;  but  it  \%  not  quite  the  fame 
on  the  Left  Hand.  We  fee  there  only  very  high  Mountains 
interfperfcd  with  Rocks,  between  which  there  grows  fome  Ce- 
dars; 
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Jars ;  but  this  is  only  a  Skreen  that  has  little  Depth,  and  which 

hides  fome  very  fine  Meadows. 

The  loth,  about  Nine  in  the  Morning,  after  we  had  gone  five 

<n^  r.^4i...^,.    Leagues  on  the  MijfiJJippiy  we  arrived  at  the 

r  It^tJrP^'Z    Mouth  of  the  Miffouri,  which  is  North  North 

'-liJi-Vrlr     "         Weft,  and  South  South  Eaft.     I  believe  this 

/^(TMiUiUippi.         is  the  fineft  Confluence  in  the  World.     The 

two  Riveiv  are  much  of  the  fame  Breadth,  esich  about  half  a 


oppofite  diiore,  witnou**  mixing 
afterwards  it  gives  its  Colour  to  the  MiJJiffippiy  which  it  never 
lofes  again,  but  carries  it  quite  down  to  the  Sea. 

The  fame  Day  we  went  to  lay  in  a  Village  of  the  Caoquias, 
and  the  Tamarouas :  Thefe  are  two  Nations  oi  Illinois y  which  ar^ 
united,  and  who  do  not  together  niake  a  very  numerous  Village.  It 
is  fituated  on  a  little  River,  which  comes  from  the  Eaft,  and  which 
has  no  Water  but  in  the  Spring  Seafon  ;  fo  that  we  were  forced 
to  walk  a  good  haif  League  to  the  Cabins.  I  was  furprifed  that 
they  had  chofen  fuch  an  inconvenient  Situation,  as  they  might 
have  found  a  much  better;  but  they  told  me  that  the  MiJJjJJippi 
wafhed  the  Foot  of  the  Village  when  it  was  built,  and  that  in 
three  Years  it  had  lolt  half  a  League  of  Ground,  and  that  they 
were  thinking  of  looking  out  for  another  Settlement. 

I  pafled  the  Ni^ht  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Mifiionaries,  which 
are  two  Ecclefiaftics  of  the  Seminary  of  ^ebec,  formrrly  my 
Difciples,  but  who  might  be  now  my  Matters.  The  oldeft  of 
the  two  (a)  was  abfent  j  I  found  the  youngeft  (b)  fuch  as  he 
liad  been  reported  to  me,  fevere  to .  himfelf,  full  of  Charity  for 
others,  and  making  Virtue  amiable  in  his  own  Perfon.  But  he 
has  fo  little  Health,  that  I  think  he  cancot  long  fupport  the 
Way  of  Life,  which  they  are  obliged  to  lead  in  thefe  Mif- 
iions. 

The  eleventh,  after  having  gon?  five  Leagues,  we  left  on  our 
""ight  the   Rivlr  of  Maramegy  where   fome 


Of  the  ^"'♦'.qpSfeSbns  are  adually  employedl'n  ieeking  SiU 

'"^o*  Madam,  tp  know  what  Succefs  there  is  to  be- 

€xpeftcd  from  thefe  Searches.  This  is  what  I  have  heard  con- 
cerning them,  from  an  intelligent  Perfon,  who  has  been  here 
many  Years.  In  17 19  the  Sieur  de  Lochon,  fent  by  the  Weftern 
Company  in  the  Capacity  of  a  Founder,  having  dug  in  a  Place 
that  was  (hewed  him,  took  up  a  pretty  large  Quantity  of  the 
Mineral,  a  Pound  of  which,  that  took  up  four  Days  to  melt^ 
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J)roduced,  as  they  fay,  two  Drachms  of  Silver;  b»i5  fomfc  Perfdn* 

;  lufpeA  he  put  in  the  Silver.    Some  Months  after  he  returned 

;  Again^  and  withoat  thinking  any  more  of  Silver,  fron\'twoor 

t  thiree  thoufand  Weight  of  the  Mineral  he  e^tra£te^  foorteen 

f  Founds  of  ver)r  bad  Lead,  which  coft  him  1400  Livings:  Beiag 

I.  difhearfened  with  this  bad  Succefs,  he  returned  to  Pranci. 

u     The  Company,  being  perfuaded  of  the  Certainty  of  thi  Signs 

1  which  had  been  reported  to  them,  thought  the  Unflcilfulnefstof 

K  the  Founder  was  the  only  Caufe  of  this  ill  Succefs,  and  fent  in 

;  his  Stead  a  Spaniard,  named  Antbnny^  taken  at  the  Siege  of  Pen- 

Jacola,  and  who  hiA  bcTen  a  Slave  in  the  Gallies>  but  who  boaft- 

ed  of  having  woilced  at  a  Mine  in  Mexin.    He  was  allowed  a 

confiderable  Sal^y,  but  he  fucceeded  little  better  than  the  Sieur 

de  Locbon.    He  was  not  dijheartened  however,  and  People  were 

willing  to  believe  he  failed  only  through  Want  of  Skill  to  build 

Furnaces.     He  gave  up  the  Lead,  ana  undertook  to  get  Silver, 

he  found  Means  to  open  the  Rock,  which  was  eight  or  ten  Fe6t 

thick,  and  he  blew  up  feveral  Pieces  of  it.  Which  he  put  into 

melting  Pots ;  'twas  reported,  that  he  got  two  or  three  Drachms 

of  Silver,  but  many  Perfons  ftill  doubt  of  it. 

During  thefe  Tranfaftions,  there  arrived  a  Company  of  the 
King's  Miners,  the  Chief  which  was  one  Renaudieret  who  de- 
termining to  begin  with  the  Lead  Mine,  did  nothing  at  all,  be- 
<:aufe  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  Company  underilood  the  Con- 
ftruftion  of  Furnaces.     *Twas  very  furprifing,  to  fee  the  Eafi- 
iitfi  of  the  Company  in  advancing  large  Sums,  and  the  little 
Precaution  they  took  to  be  afiured  Df  the  Capacity  of  thofe  they 
employed.     La  Renaudiere  and  his  Miners  not  being  able  to  ac- 
coraplirti  the  making  of  Lead,  a  particular  Company  undertook 
ttxc  Mines  of  Marameg,  and  the  Sietir  Remud,  one  of  the  Di- 
rcdors,  furveyed  them  verj'  carefiilly*     He  found  here  in  the 
Month  of  June  lail  a  Bed  of  Lead  at  only  <.he  Depth  of  two 
Feet  through  the  whole  Length  of  a  Mountain,  r  hich  extends 
a  great  Way,  and  he  is  adually  at  Work  upoq  it.     He  flatters 
himfelf  alfo  that  there  is  Silver  under  the  Lea4;  but  every 
Body  is  not  of  his  Opinion:  .Time  will  difcover  >vhat  there  is 
in  it. 

I  p.rrived  the  next  Day  at  the  Kajkafquias  at  Nine  in  the 
*  Tk  r  '  4-  r  Morning.  The  Je/uits  had  here  a  very  flou- 
.1  %'J'pi''^  'J  rifliing  Miffion,  which  has  lately  been  di- 
tie  Kafkafquias.  ^ij^a Into  two,  becaufc  it  was  thought  pro- 
per  to  form  two  Villages  of  Savages  inftead  of  one.  The  moil 
populous  is  on  the  Side  of  tlie  MiJ^ppi ;  two  Je/uits  (a)  have 
the   Government  cf  it  in   Spiritual  Affairs.     Half  a  League 


(a)  Father  Lt  EovUngtr,  and  Tather  de  Kereben. 
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lower  is  the  Fort  ^e  Cbarirest  about  a  Moficet  Shot  from  the 
River.  M.  Dugtu  de  Boifirilland^  a  Canadian  Gentleman,  com- 
mands here  for  the  Company,  to  which  this  Place  belonrs ;  and 
all  the  Space  between  thefe  two  Places  begins  to  be  peopled  with 
French,  Four  Leagues  farther,  and  a  League  from  the  River, 
there  is  a  large  Village  of  French^  almoil  all  Canadiam^  who 
have  a  Jejuit  for  their  Priell  (b).  The  fecond  Village  of  the  ////. 
noii  is  two  Leagues  diHant  from  it,  and  farther  up  in  the  Coun- 
try.    A  fomrth  Jefuit  has  the  Care  of  it  (c). 

The  French  are  here  pretty  much  at  their  Eafe.  A  Flemings  « 
Servant  of  the  Jefuiu^  has  taught  them  how  to  fow  Wheat,  and  it 
thrives  very  well.  They  have  fome  Horned  Cattle  and  Fowls, 
The  Illincist  on  their  Side,  cultivate  the  Lands  after  their  Man- 
ner»  and  are  very  laboriQiis.  They  alfo  breed  Fowls,  whicli 
they  (c\\  to  the  French.  Their  Wives  are  fufEciently  dexterous  : 
They  fpin  the  Buffalo's  Wool,  and  make  it  as  fine  as  that  of  the 
EKgliJh  Sheep.  Sometimes  one  would  even  take  it  for  Silk. 
They  make  Stuffs  of  it,  which  they  dye  black,  yellow,  and  a 
dark  red.  They  make  iG owns  of  it,  which  they  lew  with  the 
Thread  made  of  the  Sinews  of  Roe-Bucks.  Their  Method  of 
making  this  Thread  is  very  eafy.  When  the  Sinew  is  well 
cleaned  from  the  Flefli,  they  expofe  it  in  the  Sun  two  Days: 
When  it  is  dry,  they  beat  it,  and  get  out  of  it,  without  any- 
Trouble,  a  Thread  as  white  and  as  fine  as  that  of  Malines,  and 
much  ftronger. 

The  French  Village  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  a  River ;  the 
Banks  of  which  are  fo  high,  that  although  the  Waters  fome- 
times  rife  twenty-five  Feet,  it  feldom  runs  out  of  its  Bed.  All 
this  Country  is  open  :  It  confifts  of  vaft  Meadows,  which  extend 
for  twenty-nve  Leagues',  and  which  are  feparated  only  by  little 
Groves,  which  are  all  of  good  Wood.  There  are  efpeciallir 
fome  white  Mulberry-Trees  ;  but  I  was  furprized  that  they  (\ii*' 
fer  the  Inhabitants  to  cut  them  down  to  build  their  Houfes  ; 
and  the  rather,  becaufe  they  do  not  want  other  Tr?es  fit  for  that 

Among  the  Fruit-Trees,  which  are  peculiar  to  this  Country, 
F    't  T        f      ^^  ^      remarkable  are  thofe  which  bear  the 
I  ouifiana  ^  '  Fruits  called  the  Pacancy  the  Jchniney  and  the 

Piakimine.  The  Pacane  is  a  Nut  of  the 
Length  and  Shape  of  a  large  Acorn.  There  are  fome  which 
have  a  very  thin  Shell,  fome  have  a  harder  and  thicker  one,  and 
this  is  fo  much  taken  from  the  Fruit  :  They  are  alfo  fomething 
fmaller.  They  are  all  of  a  very  fine  and  delicate  Tafte.  Thnr 
Tree  that  bears  them  grows  very  high :    Its  Wood  and  Bark,  ixt 
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Smelly  and  the  Shape  of  its  Leaves,  appeared  to  me  to  be  much 
like  the  Walnut-Trees  of  Europe. 

The  Acimine  is  a  Fruit  of  the  Length  of  three  or  four  Inches, 
and  an  Inch  Diameter  :  Its  Pulp  is  tender,  fomethine  fweetifli, 
and  full  of  a  Seed  like  that  of  the  W;:cer  Melon*  The  Acimnt 
Tree  does  not  grow  large,  nor  very  high.  All  thofe  I  have 
feen,  are  little  more  than  Shrubs  of  a  brittle  Wood.  Its  Bark  is 
thin  :  The  Leaves  are  as  long  and  large  as  thofe  of  the  Chef- 
nnt-Tree,  but  of  a  darker  Green. 

The  Piakimine  is  of  the  Shape,  and  a  little  bigger  than  a 
Damfon  :  Its  Skin  is  tender,  its  Subitance  watery,  its. Colour 
red ;  and  it  has  a  very  delicate  Taile.  It  has  Seeds  which  dif- 
fer in  nothing  from  thofe  of  the  Acimine^  but  in  being  fmaller. 
The  Savages  make  a  Pafte  of  this  Fruit,  and  form  little  Loaves 
of  it  about  an  Inch  thick,  and  of  the  Confiftence  of  a  dry'd  Pear. 
The  Tafte  at  firfl  feems  a  little  infipid,  but  one  grows  eafily 
us*d  to  it.  They  are  very  nourifhing,  and  a  fovereign  Remedy, 
it  is  faid,  againft  a  Loofcnefs  and  the  Bloody-Flux.  The  Pia- 
kimine Tree  is  a  fine  Tree,  as  high  as  our  common  Plumb- 
Tree?,  :  ^.Its  Leaves  have  five  Points  :  Its  Wood  is  tolerably 
hard,  and  its  Bark  very  rough. 

The  Ofageiy  a  pretty  numerous  Nation,  fettled  on  the  Side  of 
a  River  that  bears  their  Name,  and  which 
runs  into  the  Mijfourij  about  forty  Leagues 
from  its  JunAion  with  the  Mijfijfippi.,  fend 
once  or  twice  a  Year  to  fing  the  Calumet 
amongfl  the  Kajkafquias^  and  are  aftually 
I  have  alfo  juft  now  feen  a  Miffourite  Woman, 
who  told  me  that  her  Nation  is  the  firft  we  meet  with  goin?  up 
the  Mijfouri^  from  which  (he  has  the  Name  we  have  given  Tier, 
for  Want  of  knowing  her  true  Naifte.  It  is  fituated  80  Leagues 
from  the  Confluence  of  that  River  with  X^ai&MiJJiJJippi, 

Higher  up  we  find  the  Can/ez ;  then  the  Q£iotatas^  which 
iaxat  z?^  MaHotatas  \  then  the  Ajouezy  and  then  the  Panis^  a 
very  populous  Nation,  divided  into  feveral  Cantons,  which  have 
Names  very  different  from  each  other.  This  Woman  has  con- 
firmed to  me  what  I  had  heard  from  the  Sieux^  that  the  Mijfouri 
rifes  out  of  fome  naked  Mountains,  very  high,  behind  which 
there  is  a  great  River,  which  probably  rifes  from  them  alfo,  and 
which  runs  to  the  Weft.  This  TelUmony  carries  fome  Weight, 
becaufeof  all  the  Savages  which  we  know,  none  travel  farther 
than  the  Miffourites. 
•All  the  People  I  have  mentioned,  inhabit  the  Weft  Side  of 
the  Mijfouri^  except  the  Ajouexy  which  are  on 
the  Eaft  Side,  Neighbours  of  the  Sioux^  and 
their  Allies.  Among  the  Rivers  which  run 
into  the  MiJJiJJitpi,  above  the  River  of  the  //- 
linoisi  one  of  tlie  moft  coniiderable  is  the  Ri- 
ver 
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rer  of  Bulls,  >vhich  is  twenty  Leagues  diftant  from  the  River  of 
the  IlUmist  and  which  omes  from  the  Weft.  They  have  difco- 
vcred  in  its  Neighbourhood  a  very  fine  Salt-Pit.  They  have 
alfo  found  feveral  fuch  on  the  Sides  of  the  Maramcg,  abcut 
twenty  Leagues  from  hence.  About  forty  Leagues  further,  we 
leave  t|ie  ^enefifiy  or  the  River  of  /Ajr  Rock  ;  fo  called,  becaufe 
it  is  ovtr-againft  a  Mountain  which  is  in  the  Bed  of  the  MiJJif- 
fippi,  and  where  fome  Travellers  have  affirmed  there  was  Rock 
Chryftal. 

Twenty- five  Leagues  higher,  we  find  the  River  Ouifconjivg^  nn 
the  Right  Hand,  by  which  Father  A/«r^««/^,  and  the  S'ltxit  Joliet, 
entered  the  MiJJiffippi,  when  they  firll  difcovered  it.  The  Ajoucz^ 
\vho  arc  in  this  Latitude,  that  is  to  fay,  in  about  43*.  lor.  who 
travel  much,  and  who  go,  we  are  aflured,  from  twenty- five  to 
thirty  Leagues  a  Day,  when  they  have  not  their  Families  with 
them,  fay  that  fetting  out  from  their  Habitations,  they  come  in 
three  Days  to  a  People  called  Omans  ;  who  are  of  a  fair  Com< 
plexion,  with  light  Hair,  efpecially  the  Women.  They  add, 
that  this  Nation  is  continually  at  War  with  the  Panis^  and  other 
Savages  further  to  the  Weft  ;  and  that  they  have  heard  them 
fpeak  of  a  great  Lake,  very  diftant  from  them,  in  the  Environ* 
of  which  there  are  People  like  the  French,  who  have  Buttons  to 
their  Clothes,  who  build  Towns,  who  ufe  Horfes  for  hunting 
the  Buffaloes,  which  they  cover  with  Buffaloes  Skins  ;  but  who 
have  no  Arms  but  Bows  and  Arrows. 

On  the  Left,  about  fixty  Leagues  above  the  River  of  Bulls, 
we  fee  the  Moingona  come  out  of  the  Midft  of  an  immcnfe  and 
magnificent  Meadow,  which  is  quite  covered  with  Buffaloes  and 
other  wild  Creatures.  At  its  Entrance  into  the  MiJJiJippi,  it  has 
little  Water,  and  i*^  is  alfo  but  narrow  :  It  has  nevcrthelefs  a 
Courfe,  as  they  fay,  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues,  winding 
from  the  North  to  the  Weft.  They  add,  that  its  Source  is  in  a 
Lake,  and  that  it  forms  a  fecond  fifty  Leagues  from  thcfirlL 

From  this  fecond  Lake  it  inclines  to  the  Left,  and  enters  the 
Blue  River  ;  thus  named,  becaufe  of  its  Bottom,  which  is  an 
EzTth  of  this  Colour.  It  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  River  Sf» 
Peter.  Ingoing  up  the  Moingona,  they  find  a  great  deal  of  Coal ; 
and  when  they  have  gone  up  it  one  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues, 
they  perceive  a  great  Cape,  which  makes  the  River  wind  ;  the 
Water  of  v.hich,  in  this  Part,  is  red  and  ftinking.  It  is  affured, 
that  many  Mineral  Stones  have  been  gathered  on  this  Cape,  and 
that  Antimony  has  been  brought  hither  from  thence. 

A  League  above  the  Mouth  of  the  Moingona,  there  are  two 
Falls  in  the  Mijpffippi,  which  are  pretty  long,    where  they  are 
obliged  to  -Unload  and  tow  the  Pettiaugre  :  And  above  the  fe- 
cond Fall,  that  is  to  fay,  twenty-one  Leagues  from  x\i%Moingcfia, 
"*:^        •  thry 
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they  find  on  both  Sides  the  River  Lead  Mines,  difcovered  for- 
merly by  a  famous  Traveller  of  Canada,  named  Nicolas  Ferrott 
and  which  bear  his  Name.  Ten  Leagues  above  the  Qui/conjing^ 
on  the  fame  Side,  begins  a  Meadow  fixty  Leagues  long,  bordered 
by  Mountains,  which  make  a  charming  Profpe£l.  There  is 
Another  Meadow  on  the  Wefl  Side,  but  not  fo  long.  Twenty 
Leagues  higher  than  the  Extremity  of  the  firll,  the  River  grows 
wider,  and  they  have  named  the  rlace  the  Lake  de  ben  Secours, 
(of  good  Succour).  It  is  a  League  wide,  and  fevcn  Leagues  in 
Compafs,  and  it  is  al(b  environed  with  Meadows.  NicJas  Fer- 
ret built  a  Fort  on  the  Right. 

At  coming  out  of  the  Lake,  we  meet  with  f^'IJU  Pe/ge,  (tk 
hnld  IJland)  ;  fo  called,  becaufe  there  is  not  one  Tree  in  it ;  bat 
it  is  a  very  fine  Meadow.  The  French  of  Canada  have  oftcii 
made  it  the  Centre  of  their  Trade  in  thefc  Weftern  Parts  ;  and 
many  have  wintered  here,  becaufe  all  the  Country  is  \try  fit  for 
Hunting.  Three  Leagues  below  Vljle  Felee,  we  leave  on  the 
Right  Hand  the  River  of  St.  Croix,  (the  Holy  Crofs),  which 
comes  from  the  Environs  of  the  Upper  Lake.  They  fay  that 
Copper  has  been  found  pretty  near  its  Mouth.  Some  Leagues 
further,  we  leave  on  the  Left  Hand  the  River  of  St,  Ficrre,  (St, 
Feter),  the  S'Hes  of  which  are  peopled  with  Sioux,  and  the 
Mouth  of  which  is  not  far  from  the  Fall  of  St.  Anthony.  The 
MiJJiJpppi  is  little  known  above  this  great  Cafcade. 

To  return  to  the  IlUnois.—li  it  is  true  which  I  have  been  af- 
fured  of  in  many  Places,  and  which  the  MrJJhurite  Woman  I  men- 
tioned before  confirmed  to  me,  that  they  and  the  Miamis  come 
from  the  Borders  of  a  Sea  very  diftant  to  the  Weft  (a),  it  ap- 
pears that  their  firft  Station,   when   they   came  down  into  this 
Country,  was  the  Moiugona  :  At  lead  it  is  certain  that  one  of 
their  Tribes   bears   that  Name.     The  others  are  known  by  the 
Names  of  the  Feorias,  the  Tamarouas,  the  Cap^mias,  and  the  Kaf- 
kafquias  :  But  thefe  Tribes  are  now  much  intermixed,   and  re- 
duced to  be  very  inconfiderable.     There  remains  at  prefent  but 
very  few  of  the  Ka/kafquias ;    and  the  two  Villages  that  bear 
their  Name,   are  almoit  wholly  compofed  of  Tamarouas,  and  of 
'  Metchigaffiias,  a  (Grange  Nation,  who  came  from  the  Borders  of 
a  little  River,   which  we  fliall  meet  with  going  down  the  MiJ/tf* 
fppi,  and  whom  the  Kajkofquias  have  adopted. 

This  is,  Madiim,  all  that  I  can  at  prefent  inform  you  of,  con- 
cerning Lcuijianay  into  which  I  am  but  newly  come.  But  be- 
fore I  iinifn  this  Letter,  I  mull  con;municate  to  you  feme  Ac- 

(a)  A  Woman  of  the  Miamis,  Prifoner  of  the  Shax,  affured  Father 
St.  Pc,  at  prefent  Superior  of  the  WifTjons  of  I\.'czu  V^arcc,  that  flie  was  car* 
ried  by  tbe  itioux  to  a  Village  oi  t^er  vwu  Nation,  that  was  Very  near  the 
Sea.  , 

cdunti. 
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Sin  cj  thejirjiWo- 
marti  and  of  the 
Deluge. 


''ountSj  which  will  ferve  as  a  Supplement  to  what  1  have  already 
faid  of  the  Savages  in  general,  and  which  I  learnt  on  my  Route 
from  the  River  ^t.  Joftph  to  this  Place. 
You  may  have  obferved  in  the  Fable  of  Jtahentfc  driven  from 
Heaven,  fome  Traces  of  the  Story  of  the 
firft  Woman,  banifhed  from  the  terreflrial 
Paradife,  in  Punishment  of  her  Difobedi- 
ence  ;  and  the  Tradition  of  the  Deluge,  as 
well  as  of  the  Ark,  in  which  Noah  faved 
himfelf  with  his  Family.  This  Circumftance  does  not  hinder 
me  from  adhering  to  the  Opinion  of  F.  de  Acojiat  who  thinks 
that  this  Tradition  does  not  relate  to  the  univerfal  Deluge,  but 
a.particular  Deluge  in  America.  In  Fadl,  the  Algonqumsy  and 
almoft  all  the  People  who  ipeak  their  Language,  taking  for 
granted  the  Creation  of  the  nrft  Man,  fay  that  his  PoUerity  be- 
ing almoft  all  entirely  deftroyed  by  a  general  Inundation,  one 
named  MfJJhuy  others  call  him  Saketchaky  who  faw  all  the  Earth 
deeply  covered  with  Waters  by  the  overflowing  of  a  Lake,  fent 
a  Raven  to  the  Bottom  of  this  Abyfs,  to  fetch  him  fome  Earth  : 
That  this  Raven  not  having  well  executed  his  Commiffion,  he 
fent  a  Muik  Rat  on  the  fame  Errand,  who  fucceeded  better : 
That  out  of  this  little  Earth,  which  the  Animal  brought  him,  he 
reftored  the  World  to  its  firft  State  :  That  he  fhot  Arrows  into 
the  Trunks  of  the  Trees  which  ftill  appeared,* and  that  thefe 
Arrows  turned  into  Branches :  That  he  wrought  many  other 
Miracles  ;  and  that,  in  Acknowledgment  of  the  Service  which  ; 
the  Muik  Rat  had  done  him,  he  married  a  Female  of  that  Spe* 
cies,  by  which  he  had  Children,  which  re-peopled  the  World  : 
That  he  communicated  his  Immortality  to  a  certain  Savage,  and 
gave  it  him  in  a  little  Pacquet,  with  Orders  not  to  open  it,  on 
the  Penalty  of  loiing  fuch  a  precious  Gift. 

The  Hurons  and  the  Iroquois  fay  that  Tarenhiaouagont  the  King 
of  Heaven,  gave  his  Wife  a  Kick,  fo  violent,  that  it  threw  her 
from  Heaven  to  the  Earth  :  That  this  Woman  fell  upon  th« 
Back  of  a  Tortoife  ;  which  beating  off  the  Waters  of  the  De- 
luge with  his  Feet,  he  at  laft  difcovered  the  Earth,  and  car- 
ried the  Woman  to  the  Foot  of  a  Tree,  where  (he  laj-in  of 
Twins  ;  and  that  the  Elder  killed  the  Younger. 
It  is  not  furprizing  that  thefe  People,  who  are  fo  indifTcrent 

cr-t      -KT  .•       e    about  Things  paft,  and  who  are  very  little 

Thetr  Notions  of  j      j    *^    4^1.-  ..  /v     u 

.1    o.  J  nr      concerned   about  Things   to    come,    Ihould 

the  btars  and  rla-     ,  ir        1  j  r    -.u      tj  j 

nave  no  Ivnowledge   or    th«   Heavens,  and 

fhould  make  no  Difference  between  the  Pla- 
nets and  fixed  Stars  ;  unlcfs  it  be  that  they  divide  fhc  laft,  as  we 
do,  into  Conftellations.  They  call  the  Pkiadea,  the  yialc  and 
Female  Dancers.     They  give  the  Name  of  the  Btar  to  the  four 
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firft  of  thofc  we  call  the  Great  Bear  ;  the  three  others,  which 
make  its  Tail,  are,  according  to  them,  three  Hunters,  who  pur- 
fue  the  Bear  ;  and  the  little  Star  that  accompanies  the  middl(( 
one,  is  the  Kettle,  which  the  fecpnd  carries  with  him.  The  Sa- 
vages  of  Acadia  call  this  Conflell^tion  and  the  following,  fimply 
the  Great  and  the  Little  Bear :  Bui  may  we  not  judge,  that  when 
they  talked  in  this  Manner  to  the  Sieur  Lefcarbott  they  only  re- 
peated what  they  had  heard  from  feveral  of  the  French  ? 

The  grcateft  Part  of  the  Savages  call  the  Pole  Star,  the  Star 

xj      .1     I  that  never    moves.     It  is  this   that    guides 

*z.  A?  JP  L  them  in  their  Travels  by  Night,  as  thi  Sun 
the  North  nvhen  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  Compafs  in  the  Day.  They 
the  Sky  ts  cloudy.  ^^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^^  j^^^j^^  ^^  dUHnguifii  the 
North.  They  pretend  to  have  obfe. .  ed  that  the  Tops  of  the 
Trees  always  lean  a  little  that  Way,  and  that  the  inward  Skin 
of  their  Bark  is  always  thicker  on  that  Side  :  But  they  do  not 
truft  fo  entirely  to  thefe  Obfervations,  as  not  to  take  other  Pre- 
cautions not  to  go  wrong,  and  to  find  their  Way  back  when  they 
return. 

As  to  what  regards  the  Courfe  of  the  Stars  and  Planets,  the 
Caufes  of  the  Ccleftial  Phcenomenons,  the  Nature  of  Meteors, 
and  fuch-like  Things,  they  are  in  all  thefe  Refpeds,  as  in 
every  Thing  elfe  that  does  not  afFedl  them  fenfibly,  in  a  mod 
profound  Ignorance,  and  a  perfeft  Indifference.  If  an  Eclipfc 
happens,  they  imagine  there  is  fome  greatCombat  in  the  Heavens; 
and  they  fhoot  many  Arrows  into  the  Air,  to  drive  away  the  pre- 
tended Enemies  of  the  Sun  and  Moon.  The  Hurons,  when  the 
?  'oon  is  eclipfed,  fancy  that  ihe  is  fick ;  and  to  recover  her  from 
this  Sicknefs,  they  make  a  great  Noife,  and  accompany  this 
Noife  with  many  Ceremonies  and  Prayers ;  and  they  never  fail 
to  fall  upon  the  Dogs  with  Sticks  and  Stones,  to  fet  them  a 
yelping,  becaufe  they  believe  the  Moon  loves  thefe  Animals. 

Thefe  Savages,  and  many  others,  could  never  be  brought  to 
believe  that  an  Eclipfe  is  an  indifferent  Thing,  and  purely  natu- 
ral. They  expedt  Good  or  Evil  from  it,  according  to  the  Place 
of  the  Heavens  where  the  Planet  is  darkened^  Nothing  fur- 
prized  them  more,  than  to  fee  how  exadtly  the  Miifionaries  fore- 
told thefe  Phcenomenons ;  and  they  concluded  that  they  muft 
alfo  forefee  their  Confequences. 

Thefe  People  are  not  better  acquainted  with  the  Nature  of 
Thunder  :  Some  take  it  for  a  Voice  of  a  particular  Species  of 
Men,  who  fly  in  the  Air.  Others  fay,  the  Noife  comes  from 
certain  3irds,  that  are  unknown  to  them.  According  to  the 
Montagnais,  it  is  the  Effort  which  a  Genius  makes  to  bring  up  si 
Snake  which  he  hath  fwallowed,  and  they  found  this  Notion  on 
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obferving,  that  when  the  Thunder  falls  upon  a  Tree,  it  leaves  a 
Mark  fomething  like  the  Shape  of  a  Snake. 

They  all  reckon  the  Months  by  the  Moons;  the  ereateftNum- 

Th  '  M  f    ^^^  reckon  but  twelve  in  the  Year,  and  fome 

,.  .J^    annertj    y^y^^^^^^     fj^g  Inconveniencies,  which  may 
im  tng    tme.  ^^.j^^  irom  this  Diverfity,  are  not  of  any  great 

Confequence  among  People,  who  have  no  Annals,  and  whofc 
Affairs  do  not  depend  on  Annual  Epochas.  There  is  alfo  among 
them  a  great  Variety  in  the  Names  of  the  Seafons  and  of  the 
Moons,  becaufe  in  all  the  different  Nations,  thefe  arc  dif- 
tinguilhed  or  marked  out  by  their  Hunting  and  Filhing,  their 
Sowing  and  Harveil,  the  Aril  Appearance  and  the  Fall  of  the 
Leaves,  the  Paflage  of  certain  Beads  and  Birds,  the  Time  when 
the  Roe-Bucks  fhed  their  Hair,  and  the  Rutting  Time  of  va- 
rious Animals ;  and  thefe  Things  vary  much  according  to  the 
different  Cantons. 

There  are  fome  Nations,  where  they  reckon  the  Years  by  the 
twelve  Signs,  unlefs  when  they  fpeak  of  their  Age,  and  on  fome 
other  Occafions,  in  Regard  to  which  they  ufe  the  Lunar  Years. 
They  have  not  among  any  of  them  any  Diftinftion  of  Weeks, 
and  the  Days  have  no  particular  Names. in  any  of  their  Lan- 
guages. They  have  four  fixed  Points  in  the  Day,  <vix..  the  rifing 
and  felting  of  the  Sun,  Noon  and  Midnight,  and  whatever 
Weather  they  happen  to  have,  they  arc  never  miflaken  in  thefe. 
For  the  reft,  that  aftronomical  Exaftnefs  in  adjufting  the  Lunar 
with  the  Solar  Years,  Baron  la  Hontan  does  them  the  Honour  of 
attributing  to  them,  is  a  meer  Invention  of  this  Writer. 

They  have  no  chronological  Computation,  and  if  they  preferve 
the  Epochas  of  certain  remarkable  Events,  they  do  not  compre- 
hend exaftly  the  Time  that  is  paft  fmce :  They  are  fatisfied  with 
remembering  the  Fadts,  and  they  have  invented  feveral  Way  of 
preferving  the  Remembrance  of  them.  For  Inflance,  the  Hurom 
and  the  Iroquois  have  in  their  public  Treafuries  Belts  of  Proce- 
lain,  in  which  are  wrought  Figures,  that  revive  the  Memory  of 
Tranfaftions.  Others  make  ufe  of  Knots  of  a  particular  Form, 
and  if  in  thefe  Things  their  Imagination  labours,  yet  it  always 
leads  them  to  the  Point  propofed.  Laftly,  thev  all  reckon  from 
one  to  ten,  the  tens  by  ten  to  a  hundred,  the  hundreds  by  ten  to 
21  thoufand,  and  they  go  no  farther  in  their  Calculations. 
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LETTER    XXVIII. 

Of  tbt  Colony  of  the  Illinois.  Jewrtuy  t»  ih*  Aicahsas.  Defcrip' 

tien  of  the  Country. 


Madam, 


Kaskas<^;ias,  Ko'v.  S. 


MY  laft  Letter  is  eone  for  Canada^  from  whence  I  am  aiTured 
that  it  will  go  fooner  to  France  by  Vljle  Royal.  And  in- 
,  if  it  ihould  happen  tomifcarry  bv  the  Way,  the  Lofs  would 
not  be  great.  I  begin  this  aeain  at  Uvt  Kafiafquiast  but,  accord- 
ing to  all  Appearances,  I  fhalT  not  finifh  it  here.  I  have  been 
here  above  a  Month,  and  I  am  haflening  my  Departure  as  much 
as  poffible. 

As  I  have  as  yet  feenin   Louijiana  only  this  Pod,  the  firll  of 

cTL  rim   r   i-    ^  ^X  Right  of  Antiquity,  I  cannot  judge  of 

thi/^ftfll   >'  ^y  Comparifon  with  others.     But  it  ap- 

the  fojt  0/  the  ii-     ^^^^^  certain  to  me,  that  it  has  two  Advan- 

**^*'  tages,  one  of  which  can  never  be  difputed, 

and  the  other  renders  it  at  prefent  neceflary  to  the  whole  Province. 
The  firft  arifes  from  its  Situation,  which  is  near  Canada^  with 
which  it  will  always  have  a  Communication  equally  ufeful  to  the 
two  Colonies.  The  fecond  is,  that  it  may  be  made  the  Granary 
of  Louijiana^  which  it  can  fupply  with  Plenty  of  Wheat,  though 
it  fhould  be  quite  peopled  down  to  the  Sea. 

The  Land  is  not  only  fit  to  bear  Wheat,  but  has  hitherto  refu- 
fed  nothing  that  is  neceflary  for  the  Food  of  Man.  The  Climate 
is  very  mild,  in  thirty-eight  Deeret'!,  thirty-nine  Minutes  North 
Latitude  :  It  would  be  very  eafy  to  ^reafe  Flocks  here.  They 
jnight  alfotame  the  wild  Buffaloes,  from  which  they  would  ob- 
tain a  great  Benefit  in  the  Trade  of  their  Wool  and  Hides,  and 
for  the  Suilenance  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  Air  is  good  here,  and  if  we  fee  fome  Diftcmpers,  we  may 
attribute  them  only  to  Poverty  and  Diflblutenefs,  and  perhaps 
in  fome  fmall  Degree  to  the  Lands  newly  turned  up  ;  but  this 
laft  Inconvenience  will  not  continue  always,  and  the  Climate 
will  not  at  all  afFeft  thofe  who  hereafter  fhall  be  born  here. 
Laftly  we  are  aflured  of  the  lllinoisy  more  than  of  any  Nation  of 
Savages  in  Canada^  if  we  except  the  Abenaquis.  They  are  almoft 
all  Chrijiiansy  of  a  mild  Difpofition,  and  at  all  Times  very  af- 
fe^iooate  to  the  Frewh* 
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I  am  here,  Madam*  one  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues  from  the 

p  *        r>  u        Place  where  I  began  this  Letter  :  I  am  going 
Extrme  Lold.        ^^  ^^.^  j^  j^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  j^  ^j^j^  ^  Traveller, 

who  reckons  to  be  at  New  Orleans  much  fooner  than  I,  becaufe 
he  will  flop  no  where,  and  I  muft  make  fomc  Stay  at  the 
Hatches.  I  had  depended  on  two  Things  on  leaving  the  IlUnoij ; 
the  firft,  that  as  I  was  going  down  a  very  rapid  River,  and  on 
•  which  I  was  in  no  Danger  of  being  ilopt  by  thofe  Falls  and 
Torrents  fo  frequent  in  the  Rivers  of  Canada,  I  fliould  not  be 
long  in  my  Journey,  thoujgh  I  had  near  four  hundred  Leagues  to 
go,  oecaule  of  the  Windings  which  the  River  makes.  I'he  fe- 
cond  was,  that  my  Route  being  all  the  Way  to  the  South,  it 
would  be  quite  unnecefTary  to  take  any  Precautions  againil  the 
Cold  ;  but  I  was  miflaken  in  both.  I  found  myfclf  obliged  to 
fail  (lill  flower  than  I  had  done  on  the  Lakes,  which  I  was 
obliged  to  crofs,  and  I  fufFer'd  a  Cold  as  piercing  as  any  I  had 
ever  felt  at  ^ehec. 

It  is  true,  that  it  was  (lill  quite  another  Thing  at  the  Kafiafqui- 
as,  which  I  had  left  a  few  Days  before;  for  the  River,  as  I  heard 
on  my  Route,  was  foon  frozen  in  fuch  a  Manner  that  they  went 
upon  it  in  Carriages.  It  is  notwithftanding  a  good  half  League 
wide  at  that  Place,  and  more  rapid  than  the  Rhone.  I'his  is  the 
more  furprizing,  as  generally  excepting  fome  flight  Frofls,  caufed 
by  the  North  and  >Jorth  Weft  Winds,  the  Winter  in  this  Coun- 
try is  fcarcely  perceivable.  The  River  was  not  frozen  where  I 
was,  but  I  was  all  Day  in  an  open  Pcuiaugre,  and  by  Confe- 
quence  expofed  to  all  the  Injuries  of  the  Air,  and  as  I  had  taken 
no  Precaution  againft  the  Cold  which  Idid  not  expeft,  I  found 
it  very  fevere  (a). 

If  I  could  have  made   more  Way,  I  (hould  have  found  every 
cTL     lur  r    ^^y  ^  fenfible  Decreafe  of  the  Cold  ;  but  v/e 

1  he  manner  of    n^^ft  ^^vigate  the  MiJJiffipti  with  Prudence. 
J^?^^'"'^  '^'  We  do  not  readily  haz=.rd  ourfelves  unon  it 

Mimilippi.^  in   Canoes  of  Bark,    becaufe  the   River  al- 

ways bringing  down  a  great  Number  of  Trees,  which  fall  frcm 
it's  Sides,  or  which  are  brought  into  it  by  the  Rivers  it  receives ; 
m;iny  of  thefe  Trees  are  ftopt  in  palfing  by  a  Point,  or  on  a 
Shoal ;  fo  that  every  Moment  one  is  expofed  to  run  upon  a 
Branch  or  againft  a  Root  hidden  under  the  Water,  and  there 
needs  no  more  to  fpilt  thefe  brittle  Carriages ;  efpecially  when 
to  (hun  an  Enemy's  Party,  or  for  any  other  Reafon,  we  proceed 
in  the  Night,  or  fet  out  before  Day. 

Therefore  one  is  obliged  to  ufe  Pettiaugres  inftead  of  Canoet 
•f  Bark,  that  is  to  fay  y  Trunks  of  Trees  made  hollow,  which.are 


(*)  This  lafted  two  Months, 


not 


I'l 


-02 


An  Hlftorical  Journal  of 


»ot  fubjedl  to  the  fame  Inconveniences,  but  which  are  very  chm- 
fy,  and  are  not  managed  as  we  plcafe.  I  am  in  one  which  is  made 
of  a  Walnut-Tree,  fo  narrow  that  it  will  not  bear  a  Sail  ;  and 
xny  Conduftors  accuftomed,  to  the  little  Paddles,  which  they  ufe 
in  the  Canoes,  find  it  difficult  to  manage  the  Oars.  Add  to  this, 
if  the  Wind  is  a  little  frefli,  the  Water  comes  into  the  Pettiaugre, 
and  this  frequently  happens  at  this  Seafon  of  the  Year. 

It  was  the  tenth  of  Nouembery  at  Sun-fet,  that  I  embarked  on 

Wh  the  Lea'vcs  '^^  ^^"^^  ^^^'^^  °^  Kajkafquias  ;  I  had  but  two 

£■  11  r  r          J   .  Leagues  to  the  Mifjiflippu  neverthelefs  I  was 

falljo  foorij  ana  ap-  ,,.°  j^                    ";    u  \.  u  \c  wt            ^   ■l 

"^^       r  1  \        lu  obliged  to  encamp  at  about  half  Way,  and  the 


pear  fo  late  on  the     "''"^^  ^"  V       1 5        \      I  Vr     T  ^ ' 
T         f  Louif  a-     "  y      could  make  but  fix  Leagues  on 

^'^  ^  "J  '     the  River.     The  Leaves  fall  fooner  in  this 

Country  than  in  Francey  and  new  ones  do  not 
appear  till  the  End  of  May  ;  and  yet  it  very  feldom  fnows  here, 
and  I  have  already  obferved  that  the  Winters  here  are  generally 
very  mild.  What  then  can  be  the  Reafon  of  this  Backwardnefs  ? 
I  can  fee  no  other  than  the  Thicknefs  of  the  Forefts,  which  hin- 
ders the  Earth  from  being  fo  foon  warmed,  to  make  the  Sap 
rife. 
The  1 2th,  after  having  gone  two  Leagues,  I  left  Cape  St.  Antho- 
Of  th"  R  if  nyorv  the  left  Hand.  It  is  here  that  we  begin 
J  "  '^*  to  fee  Canes  or  Reeds  :  They  are  much  like 
thofe  which  grow  in  many  Places  of  Europey  but  they  are  higher 
and  llronger.  It  is  faid  that  they  are  never  feen  but  in  a  good 
Soil ;  but  the  Lands  where  they  grow  muft  be  moift,  and  of  Con- 
fequence  fitter  for  Rice  than  Wheat.  They  do  not  take  the  Pains 
to  pull  them  up,  when  they  would  clear  the  Land  where  they 
grow ;  and  indeed  it  would  not  be  very  eafy  to  do  it,  their  knotty 
Roots  being  very  long,  and  joined  together  by  a  great  Number  of 
Filaments,  which  extend'a  great  Way.  Thefe  Roots  have  natu- 
rally a  pretty  fine  Polifh,  and  come  near  to  thofe  of  the  Bamboos 
of  Japan;  of  which  they  make  the  fine  Canes  which  the  Dutch 
fell  by  the  Name  of  Rottangs. 

They  content  themfelves  therefore  when  they  would  cultivate 

WJ   Wh    t  h        ^  Field  covered  with  thefe  Reeds,  to  cut  them 

p     /j  •  '^^    down  at  the  Foot ;  and  then    leave  them    to 

notjucceecied  m        ^^^^  ^^^  afterwards  burn  them:  The  Alhes 

oui  lana.  ^^^^^  ^j^^^  ^^^  Manure,  and  the  Eire  opens 

the  Pores  of  the  Earth,  which  they  ftir  lightly,  and  then  fow  what 

they  ple^fe  ;  Rice,  Maiz,  Water  Melons,  in  a  Wc  J  all  Sorts  of 

Grain  and  Pulfe,  except  Wheat,  which  in  thefe  rich  Soils  fhoots 

into  Straw  and  produces  no  Ears.  This  Defeft  might  be  remediel 

by  throwing  Sand  on  this  Soil,  and  by  fowing  Maiz  on  it  for 

ibme  Years, 
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As  for  the  high  Grounds,  and  others,  which  are  not  expofed  to 
the  Inundations  of  the  River,  they  are  very  fit  at  prefcnt  to 
bear  Wheat,  and  if  the  Trials  which  they  have  made  in  fome 
Places  have  not  fucceeded,  becaufe  the  Grain  grew  fmut' ;•,  it 
was  becaufe  the  Country  not  being  open  enough,  the  Air  is  too 
much  confined  to  difperfe  the  Mills  that  breed  the  Smut.  The 
Proof  of  this  is,  that  among  the  Illinoist  where  there  are  more 
Meadows  than  Woods,  Wneat  grows  up  and  ripens  as  well 
as  in  France. 

The  13th,  after  a  very  hot  Night,  we  went  about  three 
Leagues  in  Spite  of  a  South  Wind,  which  ws  continually  blow- 
ing ftrongerand  ftronger,  and  which  became  at  lail  fo  violent, 
that  it  obliged  us  to  flop.  A  great  Rain  made  it  fail  in  the 
Evening,  and  about  Midnight  there  arofe  a  North  Weft  Wind, 
which  began  the  extreme  Cold  I  have  mentioned.  To  com- 
pleat  our  ill  Luck,  an  Accident  ftopt  us  all  the  next  Day,  tho* 
It  was  not  fafe  for  us  to  remain  where  we  vvere.  It  is  not  long 
fince  that  the  Chcrokees  killed  forty  Frenchmen  here,  at .  whoic 
Head  was  a  Son  of  M.  de  Ramezai^  Governor  of  Montreal^  and 
one  of  the  Baron  ae  Lon£ueuil*r,y  the  King's  Lieutenant  for  the 
fame  Town.  Befides  tnefe  Savages,  who  are  not  yet  reconciled 
to  ns,  the  Outagamis,  the  Sioux^  and  the  ChicachaSf  kept  us  in 
great  Uneafinefs,  and  I  had  with  me  only  three  Men. 

The  15th,  the  Wind  changed  to  the  North,  and  the  Cold  en- 

„.        0     u        crcafed.       We  went    four  Leagues    to    the 
,     /w  h    1    ^  *     So^^^^»  ^^^^  ^^'^  found  that  the  River  turned 
^  ''      four  Leagues  to  the  North.      Immediately 

after  this  Reach,  we  pafied  on  the  Left  by  the  fine  River  Ouabacht 
(Wabache)^  by  which  one  may  go  quite  up  to  the  Iroquois, 
when  the  Waters  are  high.  Its  EiitraiTce  into  the  MijftJJippi  is 
little  lefs  than  a  Quarter  of  a  League  wide.  There  is  no  Place 
in  Louijiana  more  fit,  in  my  Opinion,  for  a  Settlement  than  this, 
nor  where  it  is  of  more  Confequcnce  to  have  one.  All  the 
Country  that  is  watered  by  the  Ouabache,  and  by  the  Ohio  that 
runs  into  it,  is  very  fruitful :  It  confilb  of  vaft  Meadows,  well 
watered,  where  the  wild  Buffaloes  feed  by  Thoufands.  Fur- 
thermore, the  Communication  with  Ccmada  is  as  eafy  as  by 
the  River  of  the  Illinois,  and  the  Way  much  fliortcr.  A  Fort, 
with  a  good  Garrifon,  would  keep  the  Savages  in  Awe,  efpe- 
cially  the  Cherokees,  who  are  at  prefcnt  the  mofl  numerous  Na- 
tion of  this  Continent. 

Six  Leagues  below  the  Mouth  of  the  Ou\bach%    we  find  on 

■r       51/f  the  fame  Side   a   very  high  Coaft,   on.wnicii 

iron  mines.  ^1        r       ,,-  t        tTt-  \tt 

they  lay  there  are    Iron  Mines.     Wc  went  a 

great  Way  this  Day,   which  was  the  i6th;    but  we  fiflcred 

much 
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much  by  the  Cold :  It  ftill  encreafed  the  fcllowing  Days,  iKo* 

the  Wind  was  changed  to  South  South  Weft.     We  were  alio 

obliged  to  break  the  Ice,   tho*  it  was  indeed   but  thin,   to  get 

forward.     The  19th,  we  went  four  Leagues,  after  which  a  South 

Wind  ftopt  us  fhort,     I  never  felt  a  North  Eaft  Wind  ftiarper 

than  this  from  the  South.     It  is  very  probable,   that  is  was  Itill 

the  North  Eaft  Wind  that  blew,   but  which  the  Land  reflefted 

fometimes  one  Way,  and  fometimes  another,  as  we  turned  with 

the  River. 

We  meet  on  this  Route  with   a  Kind  of  wild  Cats,  called 

jrrjjr-  .    rjT/-  I  '  P'''}u3c,  which  are  very  much  like  our*s,  but 

UddCats,Wal'    ^^  J  ohktvcdi  fome  that  had  fhorter 

nutJrees,andthar     r^j^^^  and  others  that  had  much  longer,  and 

troperttes,  ^^^^^^  .  r^^^^  ^^^^  j^^j^  ^^^^  ^.j^^    ^^^  ^^^^ 

aflured  me,  that  they  are  very  carnivorous  and  good  Hunters. 
The  Forcfts  are  full  of  Walnut-Trees,  like  thofe  of  Canada^  and 
their  Roots  have  feveral  Properties,  which  I  have  not  heard  re- 
marked of  the  others.  They  are  very  foft,  and  their  Bark  dyes 
&  black  Colour  ;  but  their  principal  Ufe  is  for  Phyfic.  They 
ftop  the  Flux  of  the  Belly,  and  are  an  excellent  Emetic. 

The  twentieth  it  fnowed  all  Day,  and  we  nevef  ftirred  :  The 
Weather  grew  milder,  but  the  next  Night  the  South  Weft  Wind 
cleared  the  Sky,  and  the  Cold  began  again  with  tlie  greateft  Se- 
verity. The  next  Morning  fome  Brandy,  which  we  had  left 
all  Night  in  the  Fettiaugre  was  found  thick  like  frozen  Oil ;  and 
fome  Spanifti  Wine  which  I  had  for  the  Mafs  was  frozen.  The 
farther  we  went  down  it,  the  more  we  found  that  the  River  wind- 
ed; the  Wind  followed  all  thefe  Turnings,  and  which  Way  fo- 
ever  it  came,  theCold  was  ftill  excelfive.  They  had  never  known 
any  Thing  like  it  in  this  Country  in  the  Memory  of  Man. 

The  fame  Day  we  perceived  on  the  right  Side  of  the  River 
-  ,  a  Poft  fet  up :  We  went  near  it,  and  we 
^  ^  found  it  was  a  Monument  fet  up  by  the  Illi- 
nois, for  an  Expedition  they  had  lately  made 
againft  the  Chicachas.  There  were  two  Figures  of  Men  without 
Heads,  and  fome  entire.  The  firft  denoted  the  Dead,  and  the 
fecond  the  Prifoners.  One  of  my  Conduftors  told  me  on  this 
Occafion,  that  when  there  are  any  French  among  either,  they  fet 
their  Arms  a-kimbo,  or  their  Hands  upon  their  Hips,  to  diftin- 
ffuifh  them  from  the  Savages,  whom  they  reprefent  with  their 
Arms  hanging  down.  This  Diftindion  i«  not  purely  arbitrary; 
it  proceeds  trom  thefe  People  having  cbferv'ed  that  the  French 
often  put  thcmfelves  in  this  Pcfture,  which  is  not  ufed  among 
them. 


Marks 
Warriors. 
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Of  the    Chca-     „,,rly  in  the  fame  l^l^/^r^^^'^^g  the  People 
^has,  prefent.   He  reckons  them  amo§  J^^ 

off/.-./,  who  fub^Uted  to  the  5/.«.^^^^^^^^^  i    ,Ueir 

ubmiffion  lalled  no  l;-Ser^l;-.i\-f  ^  S/.«/.^v/.  bought  the 
Neighbourhood ;  and  it  is  "^^^^'^ '"^^^^  ^They  are  ftiU  the 
V  ftiy  dear  which  they  g^^^^^^^^^^^^^n^uch  more  numerous 
bravert  Soldiers  <.f  ^^«'>7\  J£TeY  are  at  prefent;  but  for 
,^1  the  Time  of  Ferdinand  de  S(^o  ^^an  in^y  r        ^^^^^    ^.  „- 

tie  RicheT  which  this  Hiftonan  S^^^^^^^^^^^^r 
tve  neither  ^-m  where  they  couM^etho^^ 
up  the  Sourcefroni  whence  they  deriv       ^^^  ^^.^  Neighbour 
neither  more  wealthy,   nor  lefs  lavag 

Nations.  ,.  .  .   .,     r//-„,/,,  which  fet  us  at  War  wit«i 

It  was  our  Alliance  with  the  ^'^"^'^^     blow  up  the  Fire.  Our 
,V,Chuachas.  and  the  ^«^f  ^^^^'^^^^^^  Ic  is  a  Barrier, 

Settlement  in  Louiftana  "^^^^^^^ul  Colonies  of  No^'th  Amerua, 
which  we  fet  between  the^^lP^^^^^^^^^  employ  all  Sort    of 

and  Me-iico,   and  we  mull  expect  tncy  ^    .^^^^  of  feeing 

Means   o  break  it.     The  Spamards.  who  aje      j  ^^^^^^^^ 
u   fortify  ourfelvesin  this  Country,  are  J^^  j^        ^^^    I 

importance  of  the  Service  we  ^^f^^^'^^^  p^ft  of  the  Illinois^  the 
hTI pafied  by  the.Place  -^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  who  followed  me 
r^vU^j  had  their  Revenge  on  ^^o  r*^  .    ^^^  ^^^^^5,  by 

"r^«r-     '^^^^''^  ^Tfhen  Iheyiw  tl^  FrencJmen  over- 
he  Side  of  the  River,  ^"^^^^^^Xw^^^^^^ 
againft  them,  they  moved  the  Keea  »         ^  ^^^^^       ^^      other 
fllves  ;  the  Frenchmn  thought  that  ^^  ^.^^  .^.  ^^      ^^^  Mo- 

Beaft,  and  they  approacheH.  ^^^^^^^^^      fired  upon  them,  and 
ment  they  prepared  to  land,  the  c^/r«  fortunate  in  not 

Taid^iem'dUin  tl^^'^J/^fpf^ple  wo" IdU  no  Opportunity 
]3eing  feen  by  them,  for  my  i'eop^  ^ 

of  groing  after  Game.  ,  ^ad  a  very  fine  uay , 

«,w    ./**.    slw.thlcoldw«~beXuthof    the 
Chicachas.  pay  we  P»f  4  ~^°'  „,„o*,  but  it  comes 

River  of  the  «,V«*<.^.  «»»'^  "  Zl  South.  They  recko? 
,  "at  Way.  Its  Mouth  w  North  ana  Leagues  ;  but  the 
fto'mthenee  to  the  ^[f/t'^'^efb/und /  l^othing  would 
Wav  would  not  be  half  fo  m""*  °J    -c  (he  Seafon  was  mil- 

»ofreLT^XSar.U.-^e  Kumb^^ 
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iflands  well  wooded,  feme  of  which  are  pretty  large,  form  very 
agreeable  Canals,  where  the  largeft  Ships  may  pafs :  For  they 
fay,  that  at  above  a  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues  from  the  Sea,  they 
find  in  this  River  even  to  fixty  Fathom  Water. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  Forefts,  which  cover  almoft  all  this 
cfL     V     »      r    great  Country,  there  are  perhaps  none  in  the 
I  he  tortjti  oj    ^orldthat  are  comparable  to  them,  if  we 
J^ouuiana.  confider  either  the  Bignefs   and    Height  of 

the  Trees,  or  the  Variety,  and  the  Ufes  that  may  be  made  of 
them ;  for  excepting  Woods  for  dying,  which  require  a  warmer 
Sun,  and  which  are  found  only  between  the  Tfopicks,  we  can- 
not fay  that  there  is  any  Kind  of  Wood  wanting  here.  There 
are  Woods  of  Cyprefs  that  extend  eight  or  ten  Leagues.  All  the 
Cyprefs  Trees  here  are  of  a  Bignefs  proportionable  to  their  Height, 
wjfiich  exceeds  that  of  the  higheft  Trees  in  France.  We  begin  to 
be  acquainted  in  Europe  with  that  Species  of  Ever-Green 
Laurel,  which  we  call  the  Tulip  Tree^  from  the  Shape  of  its 
Flowers.  It  grows  higher  than  our  Horfe-Chefnut  Trees,  and 
has  a  finer  Leaf.  The  Capalme  is  ftill  bigger  and  higher,  and 
there  diftills  from  it  a  Balfani,  which  perhaps  is  not  much  in- 
ferior to  that  of  Peru.  All  the  known  Species  of  Walnuts  arc 
here  very  numerous,  and  alfo  ail  the  Woods  that  are  fit  for 
Building,  and  the  Carpenters  tJfe,  that  can  be  defired  :  But  in 
ufine  them.  Care  muft  be  taken  not  to  fix  upon  thofe  which  grow 
on  the  Side  of  the  River,  nor  where  the  Inundation  of  the  River 
Ireaches,  bccaufe  having  their  Roots  continually  in  the  Water, 
they  will  be  too  heavy,  and  will  foon  rot. 

At  length,  I  arrived  Yefterday,  December  the  2d,  at  the  firft 
Village  of  the  Akanfasy  or  Akanfeasy  about  ten  in  the  Morning. 
This  Village  is  built  in  a  little  Meadow,  on  the  Weft  Side  of 
the  MiJJiJJippi^  There  are  three  others  in  the  Space  of  eight 
Leagues,  and  each  makes  a  Nation,  or  particular  Tribe  :  There 
is  alfo  one  oi  the  four  which  unites  two  Tribes  ;  but  they  are 
all  comprifed  under  the  Name  of  Akanfas.  They  call  the  Sa- 
vages which  inhabit  the  Village  from  whence  I  write,  Ouyapes. 
The  Weftern  Company  have  a  Magazine  here  which  expefls 
fome  Merchandizes,  and  a  Clerk,  who  fares  but  poorly  in  the 
mean  Time,  and  who  is  heartily  weary  of  living  here. 

The  River  of  the  Akanfas ^  which  they  fay  comes  a  great  Way, 
r\,r  -x-.-  Vw  runs  into  the  Mijpfftipi  by  two  Channels,  four 
•        /.    Ail-_      Ltiaeues  diftant  from  each  other. 


HiveroftheAk^n' 
fas. 


The  firft 
is  eight  Leagues  from  hence.  This  River 
comes,  as  they  fay,  from  the  Country  of  cer- 
tain Savage?;  whom  they  call  the  Black  Panisy  and  I  think  they 
are  the  fame  which  are  more  commonly  known  by  the  Name  of 
Panit  Ricaras,    I  have  with  me  a  Slave  of  this  Nation. ,  One 
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goes  up  the  River  of  the  Akanfas  with  Difficulty,  becaufe  there 

are  many  Falls  or  Torrents   in  it,    and  in  many   Places  the 

Waters  are  often  fo  lowi   that  there  is  a  Neceffity  to  tow  the 

Petiaugres. 

The  Separation  of  its  two  Branches  is  made  at  feven  Leagues 

T\'a-     f<r  I,       above  the  fecond,  and  the  fmalleft  of  its  two 

r  rTC    c  Mouths,    but  only  at   two  Leagues    above 

"J  '^^  AJcanias.        ^^^  ^^^^     j^  receives  a  fine  River  that  comes 

from  the  Country  of  the  O/ages,  and  which  they  call  La  Riviere 
hlancbe  (the  White  Riwr).  Two  Leagues  higher  are  the  Tori^ 
mas,  and  the  Topingas.,  who  make  but  one  Village.  Two 
Leagues  higher  are  the  Sothouis.  The  Kappas  are  a  little  farther. 
This  Nation  was  very  numerous  in  the  Time  of  Ferdinand  de 
Soto,  and  even  when  M.  de  la  Sale  finifhed  the  Difcovery  of  the 
MiJiJJippi.  Over  againft  their  Village,  we  fee  the  fad  Ruins 
of  Mr.  Latu^s  Grant,  of  which  the  Company  remains  the  Pro- 
prietors. 
It  was  here  that  the  nine  Thoufand  Germans  were  to  be  fent, 
M       T  a    '         which    were    raifed   in    the   Palatinate,    and 

-,      /*  'tis  ereat  Pity  they  never  came  here.     There 

Grant.  -      °^       ^         -      u  t     -r  n- 

IS  not  peniaps  in  all  Loutjiana  a  Country  more 

fit,  after  that  of  the  Illinois,   to  produce  all  Sorts  of  Grain,   and 

to  feed  Cattle.  But  Mr.  La^<j  was  ill  ufed,  as  well  as  the  greateft 

Part  of  the  other  Grantees.     It  is  very  probable,  that  in  a  long 

Time  they  will  not  again  make  the  like  Levies   of  Men  ;  they 

have  Need  of  theni  jn  the  Kingdom,    and  indeed  it  is  pretty 

common  among  us  cc   fquare  our  Meafures  according  to  the  Suc- 

cefs  of  fuch  Enterprizes,   inflead  of  obferving  what  their  Mif- 

carriage  was  owing  to,  in  order  to  corred  what  was  before  done 

amifs, 

I  found  the  Village  of  the  Ouyapes  in  the  greateft  Defolation. 

t/r   ,  /.,  Not  long  fince,  a  Frenchman  p  iffing  this  Way 

J^ortaUty  among   ^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^j^^  ^^^  Small-Pox  :  The  Di^ 

e       an  as.  ^temper  was   communicated  prefently  to  fome 

Savages,  and  foon  after   to  the  whole  Village.     The  Burying- 
Place  appears  like  a  Foreft  of  Poles  and  Polls  newly  fet  up,   and 
on  which  there  hangs  all  Manner  of  Things:    There  is  every. 
Thing  which  the  Savages  ufe. 

I  had  fet  up  my  Tent  pretty  near  the  Village,  and  all  the 
Night  I  heard  weeping ;  the  Men  do  this  as  well  as  the  Wo- 
men :  They  repeated  without  ceafing  Nibahani,  as  the  Illinois 
do,  and  in  the  fame  Tone.  I  alfo  faw  in  the  Evening  a  Wo- 
man, who  wept  over  the  Grave  of  her  Son,  and  who  poured 
upon  it  a  great  Quantity  of  Sagamitty.  Another  had  made  a  Firp 
by  a  neighbouring  Tomb,  in  all  Appearcncc  to  warm  the  Dpad. 
The  Akanfas  are  reckoned  to  be  the  talleft  and  bell  fhaped  of 

Rr  2  ^    >U 
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all  the  Savages  of  this  Continent,  and  they  are  cr 
of  Diftinftion  t/je  Jint  Men.  It  is  thought,  and  pi 
Reafou.  that  thev  have  the  fame  Oriein  as  the 


railed  by  \V,iv 

^ ^    .  perhaps  for  this 

Reafou,  that  theylhave  the  fame  OrigTn  as  the  Canje^t  of  the 
Mi£outi,  and  the  Pouteouatamis  of  Canada.  But  my  Pettiaugre  is 
loaded,  and  I  have  only  Time  to  clofe  my  Letter,  after  having 
a/Tured  you,  that  ,  ,, 


am. 


&c. 
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LETTER     XXIX. 


Journey  from  the  AKkH'&^s  to  the  Natchez.  Defer  ipt  ion  of  the 
Country:  Of  the  Ri'ver  of  the  Y  a  sovs  :  Of  the  Manners  ^  Cuf- 
tomSf  and  Religion  of  the  Natchez,  , 


Madam, 


Jt  the  Natchez,  Dec.  25. 


I  Departed  the  3d  of  December  fomcthing  late  from  the  Village 
of  the  Ouyapes ;  neverthelefs  I  went  to  encamp  a  little  be- 
low the  firft  Mouth  of  the  R?ver  of  the  Akanfas^  which  appear- 
ed to  me  to  be  at  mod  but  five  hundred  Paces  wide.  The  next 
Day  I  pafTed  by  the  fecond,  which  is  very  narrow,  and  the  5th 
we  puftied  on  to  La  Point  coiipk  (the  Point  cut  off).  This  was  a 
pretty  high  Point,  which  advanced  into  the  River  on  the  Weft 
Side  :  The  River  has  cut  it  off,  and  made  it  an  Ifland,  but  the 
rtew  Channel  is  not  yet  paffable,  but  in  the  Time  of  the  Floods. 
They  reckon  from  this  Place  to  the  principal  Branch  of  the  River 
of  the  Akanfas  twenty-two  Leagues,  but  it  is  not  perhaps  ten 
in  aftrait  Line,  for  the  River  winds  much  in  the  feventy  Leagues 
we  make  to  go  from  the  Village  of  the  Ouyapes  to  the  River  of 
the  Yafous  or  Yachoux,  which  I  entered  the  9th  in  the  Afternoon. 
It  has  not  fnowed  here,  as  in  the  Country  of  the  Illinois^  and 
at  the  River  Ouybache^  but  there  has  fallen  a  hoar  Frpft,  which 
has  broke  all  the  tender  Trees,  with  which  the  low  Points  and 
the  wet  Lands  are  covered  ;  one  would  think  that  fome  one  had 
broken  all  their  Branches  with  a  Stick. 

The  Entrance  of  the  River  of  the  Ydfous  is  North  Weft,  and 
r.    ,        South  Weft,  and  is  about  a  hundred  Perches 
■^  wide  :  Its  Waters  are  reddifh,  and  they  ,fay, 

they  give  the  Bloody-Flux  to  thofe  who  drinic 
them :  And  befides  this,  the  Air  is  very  unwholfome.  I  was 
obliged  to  go  up  it  3  Leagues  to  get  to  the  Fort,  which  I  found 
all  in  Mourning  for  the  Death  of  M.  Bizart,  who  commanded 
here*    Every  where  that  I  met  with  any  Frenchmen  in  Louifienay 

I  had 


River 
Yafous. 


A  Grant 

fituated. 
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gineer. 
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Of  the  Fort  of 
the  Yalbus. 


I  had  heard  very  high  Elogiums  of  this  Officer,  who  was  borA 
in  Canada :  His  Father  was  a  Siuifsy  and  a  Major  at  Montredl, 
M  the  Tafous  they  told  me  extraordinary  Things  of  his  Relii. 
gion,  his  Piety,  and  his  Zeal,  of  which  he  was  the  Viftifti, 
Every  Body  regretted  him  as  their  Father,  and  every  one  ft>- 
grees,  that  this  Colony  in  lofxng  him  has  had  an  irreparable 
jjofs. 
He  had  chofen  a  bad  Situation  for  his  Fort,  and  he  was 
preparing,  when  he  died,  to  remove  it  -ft 
League  higher  in  a  very  fine  Meadow,  wheffe 
the  Air  is  more  healthy,  and  where  there  Ji 
a  Village  of  Ta/uus,  mixed  with  Couroas  and  Ofogoulasy  which 
all  together  may  have  at  moft  two  hundred  Men  fit  to  beistt 
Arms.  We  live  pretty  well  with  them,  but  do  not  put  tob 
much  Conf.dence  in  them,  on  Account  of  the  Conne£liOns 
which  the  Tafous  have  always  had  with  the  Englijh. 

There  are  many  Caimans  in  this  River,  and  I  faw  two,  which 
ne  tU  r  ■  were  at  leaft  from  twelve  to  fifteen  Feet  long. 

or  Crocodikr^'''''     ^^  ^^^"^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^"^  '^"  '^^  ^'^^'^^*  '^^ 
their  Cry  fo  much  refembles  the  Bellowiitg 

of  Bulls,  that  it  deceives  one.  Our  French  People  nevcrtheldB 
bathe  in  it  as  freely  as  they  would  in  the  Seine.  As  I  declared  ttiy 
Surprife  at  it,  they  replied,  that  there  was  no  Caufe  to  fear;  thrft 
indeed  when  they  were  in  the  Water,  they  faw  themfelves  almoft 
always  furrounded  with  Caimans,  but  they  never  came  nent 
them,  that  they  feemed  only  to  watch  co  feize  upon  them  at  thfe 
Moment  of  their  coming  out  of  the  River ;  and  that  then  to 
drive  them  away,  they  rtirred  the  Water  with  a  Stick,  which 
they  always  had  the  Precaution  to  carry  with  them,  and  that  this 
made  thefe  Animals  run  away  far  enough  to  give  them  Time 
to  get  out  of  Danger. 
The  Company  has  in  this  Poft  a  Magazine  of  Expeflation,  . 
as  at  the  Akanfas ;  but  the  Fort  and  the  Land 
belongs  to  a  Society  compofed  of  M.  leBlane^ 
Secretary  of  State,  of  M.  le  Comte  de  Bellt- 
JJle,  of  M.  le  Marc^uis  d^Asfeld,  and  M.  le  Blonde  Brigadier  En- 
gineer. The  laft  is  in  the  Colony  with  the  Title  of  Direfttfr 
General  of  the  Company.  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  why  they  chofe 
tlie  River  of  the  Tafous  for  the  Place  of  their  Grant.  Therfe 
was  certainly  Choice  .f  better  Lands,  and  a  better  Situation.  It 
is  true,  that  it  i<>  of  Importance  to  fecure  this  River,  the  Source 
of  which  is  not  far  from  Carolina  ;  but  a  Fort  with  a  good  Gar- 
rifon  to  keep  under  the  Tafcust  who  are  Allies  to  the  Chtcacha*, 
would  be  fufficient  for  that  Purpofe.  It  is  not  the  Way  to  fettlfe 
a  Colony  on  a  folid  Foundation,  to  be  obliged  always  to  be  oh 
their  Guard  againft  the  Savages  who  are  Neighbours  of  the  Eug- 
lijh. , 


A  Grant 
ftuated. 


badly 


iiu'Llil 


if:t 


,  sjio  ^n  hiijiorical  jfourTial  of 

I  departed  from  the  Ta/ous  the    loth;  and  the  13th,  had  it 

r  Jr     AC)  "o'  \i^tn  for  a  Natche  Savage,  who  had  aflced 

(.uij  ana  ^ar-     ^^^  p^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^    j  ^^^ 

^*  been  loll  in  a  Gulf,  which  none  of  my  Con- 

duflors  knew,  and  which  one  does  not  difcover  till  one  is  fo 
far  engaged  in  it,  that  it  is  impoffiblc  to  get  out.  It  is  on  the 
Left  Iliind,  at  the  Foot  of  a  great  Cape,  where  they  affirm 
there  is  a  Quarry  of  very  good  Stone:  This  is  what  they  are 
moft  afraid  of  wanting  in  this  Colony  ;  but  in  Recompencc, 
they  may  make  as  many  Brick  as  they  pleafe. 

The  15th  we  arrived  at  the  Natchez.  This  Canton,  the  fincft, 
7)  r  -'ht'       f      ^^^  ^^^  fertile,  and  the  moft  populous  of 

,,  J^^^'f'^^r.r  2II  Loultianay  is  forty  Leagues  diftant  from 
i^  Country  of  the     ^^^  y^J.^^^^  ^^^   ^^  \^^   ^^^    ^^^^       ^j^^ 

'  Landing-Place  is  over-againft  a  pretty  high 

Hill,  and  very  fteep  ;  at  the  Foot  of  which  runs  a  little  Brook, 
that  can  receive  only  Boats  and  Pettiaugres.  From  this  firft  Hill 
we  afcend  a  fecond  fmaller  one,  and  not  fo  fteep,  at;  the  Top 
of  which  they  have  built  a  Kind  of  Redoubt,  inclofed  with  a 
fmgle  Palifade.  They  have  given  this  Intrenchment  the  Name 
of  a  Fort. 

Several  little  Hills  rife  above  this  Hill,  and  when  we  have 
paiTcd  them,  we  fee  on  every  Side  great  Meadows,  divided  by 
little  Clumps  of  Trees,  which  have  a  very  fine  EfFedl.  The 
Trees  moft  common  in  thefe  Woods  are  the  Walnut  and  the 
Oak  ;  and  all  about  the  Lands  are  excellent.  The  late  M. 
dUber'vilhy  who  was  the  firft  that  entered  the  MiJiJJjppi  by  its 
Mouth,  being  come  as  high  as  the  Natchezy  found  this  Country 
fo  charming,  and  fo  advantageoufly  iituated,  that  he  thought  he 
could  find  no  better  Situation  for  the  Metropolis  of  the  new  Co- 
lony. He  traced  out  the  Plan  of  it,  and  intended  to  call  it  Ro- 
/alicy  which  was  the  Name  of  Madam,  the  Chancellor's  Lady  of 
Pantchartrain.  But  this  Projed  is  not  likely  to  be  foon  exe- 
cuted, though  our  Geographers  have  always  roundly  fet  down 
in  their  Maps,  the  Town  of  Rofalie  at  the  Natchez. 

It  is  certain  that  we  muft  begin  by  a  Settlement  nearer  the 
Sea  :  Eut  if  Louijiana  ever  becomes  a  fiourifliing  Colony,  as 
may  very  well  happen,  I  am  of  Opinion  that  they  cannot  find  a 
better  Situation  for  the  Capital  than  in  this  Place.  It  is  not 
fubjeft  to  the  Inundation  of  the  River,  the  Air  is  pure,  and 
the  Country  very  extenfive,  the  Soil  is  fit  for  every  Thing, 
and  well  watered,  it  is  not  too  far  from  the  Sea,  and  nothing 
hinders  Ships  from  coming  hither.  Laftly,  it  is  near  all  the 
Places  where,  according  as  appears,'  there  is  any  Deiign  to  make 
Settlements.  The  Company  have  a  Ware-houfe,  and  keep  a 
Clerk  here,  who  has  not  as  yet  much  Employment, 
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Among  a  great  Number  of  particular  Grants,  which  are  al- 
ready in  a  Condition  of  producing  fomething,  there  are  two  of 
the  nrft  Magnitude  ;  that  is  to  fay^  four  Leagues  fquare  :  One 
belongs  to  a  Society  of  5/.  Malo^  who  bought  it  of  M.  Hubert^ 
governing  Commiflary,  and  Prefident  of  the  Council  of  Lruiji^ 
ana  :  The  other  belongs  to  theCdmpj^ny,  who  have  font  hitTier 
fome  Workmen  from  Clerac  to  make  Tobacco  here.  Thefe  two 
Grants  are  fo  fituated,  that  they  make  an  exaft  Triangle  with 
the  Fort,  and  the  Didance  of  one  Angle  from  the  other  is  a 
League.  Half  Way  between  the  two  Grants,  is  the  great  Vil- 
lage of  the  Natchez,  I  have  carefully  vifited  all  theie  Places  : 
And  here  follows  an  Account  of  what  I  found  moll  remarkable. 

The  Grant  of  theMaloins  is  well  fituated  j  it  wants  nothing  to 
make  an  Improvement  of  the  Land  butNegroes,  or  hired  Servants, 
I  fhould  prefer  the  laft  :  When  the  Time  of  their  Service  is  ex- 
pired, they  become  Inhabitants,  andencreafe  the  Number  of  the 
King's  natural  Subjefts  ;  whereas  the  firft  p  .vays  Strangers; 
And  who  can  be  aflured,  that  by  continue.. ^y  encreafing  in  our 
Colonies,  they  will  not  one  Day  become  formidable  Enemies  ! 
Can  we  depend  upon  Slaves,  who  are  only  attached  to  us  by 
Fear,  and  for  whom  the  very  Land  where  they  are  born  has  not 
the  de2Lr'N3.me  o(  Mother  CGu;!tiy  P 

The  firft  Nicjht  I  lay  in  this  Habitation,  there  was  a  great 
Alarm  about  Nine  at  Night.  I  enquired  the  Caufe  of  it,  and 
they  told  me  that  there  was  in  the  Neighbourhood  a  Beaft  of  an 
unknown  Species,  of  a  monftrous  Size,  and  the  Cry  of  which 
refembled.no  Animal  that  we  knew.  .  However,  no  Perfon  af- 
firmed that  he  had  fecn  it,  and  they  only  guefTed  at  its  Size  by 
its  Strength.  It  had  already  carriecl  off  fortie  Sheep  and  Calves, 
and  killed  fome  Cows.  I  fald  to  thofe  who  told  me  this  Story, 
that  a  mad  Wolf  might  have  done  all  this  ;  and  as  to  the  Cry, 
People  were  mift'aken  every  Day.  I  could  bring  no  Body  to  be 
of  my  Opinion  ;  they  would  have  it,  that  it  was  a  monftroiis 
Be^ft  :  They  had  juft  then  heard  it,  and  they  ran  out  armed  with 
the  firft  Thing  they  could  find,  but  all  to  no  Purpofe. 

The  Grant  of  the  Company  is  ftill  more  advantageoufly  fita- 

S    f  r     f   T       ^^^^   ^         ^^^^   ^^  '■^^    Maloins.     The  lame 
»         .     1.   n    '     River  waters  both,  and  afterwards  difcharg-es 

pacco  ttt  this  Lan-       •    /-  ,/•  •    ^       ^,        n/r-rr^..-      ..  T  *  r 

itlelf  into  the  MzJ/jJ/ippt,  two  Leagues  from 
the  Grant  of  the  Maloins,  to  which  a  mag- 
nificent Cyprefs  Wood,  of  fix  Leagues  Extent,  makes  a  Screen, 
that  covers  all  the  back  Parts.  Tobacco  has  fucceeded  very  well 
here,  but  the  Workmen  of  CIcrac  are  almoft  all  returned  to 
France, 


t:r 


I  fa'!^ 


^,      • 
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',    I  faw  in  the  Garden  of  the  Sieui  /c  AW/-,  chief  Clerk,  very 

'     C //       I//'  ^"^  Cotton  on  the 'IVcc,   and  a   little  IcwcV 

o»,    »  igo.      ^^^  begin   to    fee  fomc  wild  lndit;0.     They 

Jjave  not  yet  made  a  Trial  of  it  ;    but   it  is  very  likely  tliat  it 

will  turn  out  as  well  as  that  they  found  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Jh- 

i/iingot  which  is  as  much  clleenied  there  as  th:it  which  is  biouglu 

from   other  Places.     And  furthermore.   Experience   tenches  us 

that  the  Soil  which  naturally  produces  Indigo,   is  very   fit  to 

^car  any  foreign  Sort  that  one  chufes  to  fow  in  it. 

•    The  ^reat  Village  of  the  Natche!:.  is  at  prefent  reduced  to  w 

'     n  r    m'        f    ^^^^  ^^^   Cabins.      The    Rcafon    which   I 

ejcrtp  ton    oj    J^eard  for  it  is,  that  the  Savages,  from  whom 

the  great   Ktllage     ^^^  ^^^^^  ^j^j^^  ^^^  ^  ^   .^  ^^  ^...^^  ^j, 


they 


and  the  Temple  of    L      ^'^''^  """"    c         i  -^        i  I 

/,  M  f-  1,  have,  get  as  far  from  him  as  they  can  ;  and 

tipe  iNatcnez.  therefore  many  Villages  of  this  Nation  have 

been  formed  at  fome  Diflance  from  this.  The  Tiouxy  their  Al- 
lies and  our*s,  have  alfo  fettled  a  Village  in  their  Neighbour- 
hood. 

.  The  Cabins  of  the  great  Village  of  the  Natihz,  the  only 
one  I  faw,  are  in  the  Shape  of  a  fquare  Pavillion,  very  low, 
and  without  Windows  ;  the  Top  is  rounded  much  like  an 
Oven  :  The  greatcll  Part  are  covered  with  the  Leaves  and  Stalk;; 
of  Maiz ;  fome  arc  built  of  Clay  mixed  with  cut  Straw,  which 
icemed  to  me  to  be  tolerably  flrong,  and  which  were  covered 
within  and  without  with  very  thin  Mats.  That  of  the  Grer.t 
Chief  is  very  neatly  plaiflertd  in  the  Infide  :  It  is  alfo  larger 
and  higher  than  the  reft,  placed  on  a  Spot  fomething  elevated, 
and  flands  alone,  no  other  Building  adjoining  to  it  on  any  Side.  It 
fronts  the  North,  with  a  large  open  Place  before  it,  which  is  not 
of  the  moft  regular  Figure.  All  the  Furniture  I  found  in  it  was  a 
narrow  Couch  of  Boards,  raifed  about  two  or  three  Feet  from  the 
Ground.  Probably  when  the  Great  Chief  wants  to  lie  down, 
he  fpreads  a  Mat  upon  it,  or  fome  Skin. 

There  was  not  a  Soul  in  the  Village  :  All  the  People  were 
gone  to  a  neighbouring  Village,  where  there  was   a  Feafl,  and 
?n  the  Doors  were  open  ;    but  there  was  nothing  to  fear  from 
Thieves,  for  there  was  nothing  to  be  feen  any  where  but  the  bare 
Walls.     Thefe  Cabins  have  no  Vent  for  the  Smoke,  neverthe- 
lefs,  all  thofe  which  I  entered,  were  white  enough.     The  Tem- 
ple is  very  near  the    Great    Chief's   Cabin,    turned  towards 
the  Eaft,  and  at  the  End  of  the  open  Place.     It  is  compofed  of 
the  fame  Materials  as  the  Cabins,  but  its  Shape  is  different ;  it 
is  a  long  Square,  about  forty  Feet  by  twenty  wide,  with  a  com- 
mon Roof,  in  Shape  like  cur's.     At  the  two  Ends  there  is  to  Ap- 
pearance like  two  Weather-cocks  of  Wood,  which  reprefent  very 
indifferently  two  Eagles. 

The 


Travels  in  North  America.  3 1 3 

The  Door  is  in  the  midft  of  the  Length  of  the  Building, 
which  has  no  other  Opening  :  On  each  Side  there  are  Benches  of 
Stones.  The  Infide  anfwers  perfeftly  this  ruftick  Outfide. 
Three  Piecea  of  Wood,  which  touch  at  the  Ends,  and  which 
are  placed  in  a  Triangle,  or  rather  equally  dillant  from  ea<:h 
other,  take  up  almoft  all  the  Midft  of  the  Temple.  Thefe 
Pieces  are  on  Fire,  and  burn  flowly.  A  Savage,  whom  they 
call  the  Keeper  of  the  Temple,  is  obliged  to  tend  the  Fire, 
and  prevent  its  going  out.  If  it  is  cold,  he  may  have  his  Fire 
apart,  but  he  is  not  allowed  to  warm  himfelf  at  that  which  burns 
in  Honour  of  the  Sun.  This  Keeper  was  alfo  at  the  Feaft, 
at  leaft  I  faw  him  not  j  and  his  Brands  made  fuch  a  Smoke  that  it 
blinded  us. 

As  to  Ornaments,  I  faw  none,  nor  abfolutely  any  Thing  that 
could  make  me  know  that  I  was  in  a  Temple.  I  faw  only  three 
or  four  Chefts  placed  irregularly,  in  which  there  was  fome 
dry  Bones,  and  upon  the  Ground  fome  wooden  Heads,  a  little 
better  wrought  than  the  two  Eagles  on  the  Roof.  In  fliort,  if  I 
had  not  found  a  Fire  here,  I  Ihould  have  thought  that  this  Tem- 
ple had  been  a  long  Time  abandoned,  or  that  ic  had  been  plun- 
dered. Thofe  Cones  wrapped  up  in  Skins,  which  fome  Rela- 
tions fpeak  of ;  thofe  Bodies  of  the  Chiefs  ranged  in  a  Circle 
in  a  round  Temple,  terminating  in  a  Kind  of  Dome  ;  that  Al- 
tar, i^c.  I  faw  nothing  of  all  this.  If  Things  were  thus  in 
Times  paft,  they  are  very  much  changed  fince. 

Perhaps  alfo,  for  we  ought  to  condemn  no  Body,  but  when 
there  is  no  Way  to  excufe  them  ;  perhaps,  I  fay,  that  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  the  French  made  the  Natchez  fear  that  the  Bodies  of 
their  Chiefs,  and  every  Thing  that  was"  moft  precious  in  their 
Temple,  were  in  fome  Danger,  if  they  did  not  convey  them  to 
another  Place  j  and  that  the  little  Attention  they  have  at  pre- 
fentto  guard  this  Temple,  proceeds  from  its  being  deprived  of 
what  it  contained  moft  facred  in  the  Opinion  of  thefe  People. 
It  is  true,  notwithftanding,  that  againft  the  Wall,  over-againfl: 
the  Door,  there  was  a  Table,  the  Dimenfions  of  which  I  did  not 
take  the  Pains  to  meafure,  becaufe  I  did  not  fufpefl  it  to  be  an 
Altar.  I  have  been  aflured  fince,  that  it  is  three  Feet  high,  Ave 
long,  and  four  wide. 

I  have  been  further  informed  that  they  make  a  little  Fire  on  it 
with  the  Bark  of  Oak,  and  that  it  never  goes  out;  which  is 
falfe,  for  there  was  then  no  Fire  01.  it,  nor  any  Appearance  of 
there  ever  having  been  any  made.  They  fay  alfo,  that  four  old 
Men  lay  by  Turns  in  the  Temple,  to  keep  in  this  Fire  ;  that  he 
who  is  on  Duty,  muft  not  go  out  for  the  eight  Days  of  his 
Watch  ;  that  they  carefully  take  the  burning  Afhes  of  the  Pieces 
(hat  burn  in  the  midft  of  the  Temple,  to  put  upon  the  Althr ; 
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that  twelve  Men  are  kept  to  furnifh  theBark ;  that  there  are  Marmo- 
fct$of  Wood,  and  aFieure  of  a  Rattle-Snake  likcwife  of  Wood, 
which  they  fet  upon  tne  Altar,  and  to  which  they  pay  great 
Honours.  That  when  the  Chief  dies,  they  bury  him  direttly  ; 
that  when  they  judge  his  Fleih  is  confumed,  the  Keeper  of  the 
Temple  takes  the  Bones  up,  wafh^s  them  clean,  wraps  them  in 
whatever  they  have  moft  valuable,  and  puts  them  in  great  Baf- 
kets  made  of  Canes,  which  Ihut  very  dole  ;  that  he  covers  thefe 
Bafkets  with  Skins  of  Roe-Bucks  very  neatly,  and  places  them 
before  the  Altar,  where  they  remain  till  the  Death  of  the  reigning 
Chief ;  that  then  he  enclofes  thefe  Bones  in  the  Altar  itfelf,  to 
make  Room  for  the  lad  dead. 

I  can  fay  nothing  on  this  laft  Article,  only  that  I  faw  f  )me 
Bones  in  one  or  two  Chefts,  but  they  made  not  half  a  Human 
Body  ;  that  they  appeared  to  be  very  old,  and  that  they  were 
not  on  the  Table  which  they  fay  is  the  Altar.  As  to  the  other 
Articles,  ift.  As  I  was  in  the  Temple  only  by  Day,  I  know  not 
what  paffes  in  it  at  Night.  2d.  There  was  no  Keeper  in  the 
Temple  when  I  vifited  it.  I  very  well  faw,  as  I  faid  before, 
that  there  were  feme  Marmofets,  or  grotefque  Figures  j  but  lob- 
ferved  no  Figure  of  a  Serpent. 

As  to  what  I  have  feen  in  fome  Relations,  that  this  Temple 
is  hung  with  Tapeftry,  Jind  the  Floor  covered  with  Cane  Mats ; 
that  they  put  in  it  whatever  they  have  that  is  handfomeft,  and 
that  they  bring  every  Year  hither  the  firft  Fruits  of  their  Harveft, 
we  muft  certainly  abate  a  great  deal  of  all  this.  I  never  faw 
any  Thing  more  flovenly  and  dirty,  nor  more  "in  Diforder.  The 
Billets  burnt  upon  the  bare  Ground  ;  and  I  faw  no  Mats  on  it, 
no  more  than  on  the  Walls.  M.  It  Noivt  who  was  with  me, 
only  told  me  that  every  Day  they  put  a  new  Billet  on  the  Fire, 
and  that  at  the  Beginning  of  every  Moon  they  made  a  Provifion 
for  the  whole  Month.  But  he  knew  this  only  by  Report ;  for 
it  was  the  firfl  Time  he  had  feen  this  Temple,  as  well  as  myfelf. 

As  to  what  regards  the  Nation  of  the  Natchez  in  general,  here 

Of  th    N  t'       ^o^lows  what  I  could  learn  of  it.     We  fee 
f  th  Natch^  '^^    nothing  in  their  outward   Appearance  that 
^     ^  *        diftinguiflies  them  from  the  other  Savages  of 

Canada  and  Louijlana.  They  feldom  make  War,  not  placing 
their  Glory  in  deftroying  Men.  What  diftinguiflies  them  more 
particularly,  is  the  Form  of  their  Government,  entirely  defpo- 
tic  ;  a  great  Dependence,  which  extends  even  to  a  Kind  of 
Slavery,  in  the  Subjefts ;  more  Pride  and  Grandeur  in  the  Chiefs, 
and  their  pacific  Spirit,  which,  however,  they  have  not  en- 
tirely preferved  for  fome  Years  part. 

The   Hurons   believe,  as   well  as  they,  that  their  hereditary 
Chiefs  are  defcended  from  the  Sun  ;  but  there  is  not  one  that 
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'*"•      ,«■*/.  r.w  fp"'"  °f  *"  '^."oned  Tmong  tScm  four 

Garnlaff'^ r  7I*  years  aeo  they  reckoned  amonB 
People,  and  about  f'"^""  »8      ,uat  'hey  «"«  ""J/^^^^,  dif. 

'»  ""7r  Mouth  of  the  M.£ijJ!fP'-^'  ^They  attribute  thi. 

The  Gr..t  Chief  of'he^^  ,,„,y3.  a,  ?^r8„,ttft  related  to 
0/  ri.    Gr«/     Son  of  the  Woman  who^>"4i;       ;„  ,hi. 
^.-^      --V   *A*       ,  !-     t\.at   fucceeds   nim._  *    /^^?,^,    and 
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Sonof  the  Woman  Who  xs  ^^ 

a/./,    ««^-'      him,   that  fucceeds  ^^iro^.- W^    ^"^ 
Wman-Chief.  Woman    the  Title  ^^^  Government, 

had  the  Misfortune  to  uiip^^       ^^  j^^^l  ^^^-  ediatelv   obeyed. 
Guards,  ^v^om  they  call  ^  ^^^  ^k^^iS^ 

^v?^-  'tbfe^s    In'd  e'vel^  'the  ^^^^^^^^^^^  up  a  Cry, 
Their  Subjects,  ai  .,^^„  ti„ee  1  im",  =   1  ^^  they 

proach  them,  but  they  w  ^^      ''°/''   wTen  they  meet 

Uich  i.  a  KL-nd  of  »"«    ,^;      backwards     When       y  ^.^^^ 
retire,  and  ^ey  'e™-        ^  „„ge  thcmfelv«  o  ^_^^ 

them,    they  mull  ftop^  fame  Cries   ""Sthebellof 

of  "^'  ^v.'^'  SuHeaTare  alfo  obliged  to  ca^^  hem  t^ 

have  a  RigJ"  '°  ^'^'1  ,^.  Qreat  Chief 

out  of  «he /am*  V'^1-       ^,  ^he  Sun  appears,  the  Or         ^^^ 

Every  M»;"»B' ^'^ '^^i,  Cabin,  turns  h'^fc"  J^.''*  Then  they 
comes  to  the  Door  01  n  ^^^^  ^  ''"'f^flu  Purpofe,    he 

howls  three  l^^^^^^^i^ci  k,vc.  ""'r  J°,'<,tUrds?he  Sun  ; 
bringhimacawm    ,    Smoke  of  his  Tobacco  t  ^^      ^^ 

^r^V:  dl    he  fame  Thing  "«»t V«t>°  b',  the  Sun,  from 
-:^&:t -ttu  OrSr  He  «e^^ -- 

l^^;^^a^;SiP-e.  _^,    .    ,      _.: 
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When  this  Great  Chief,  or  the  Woman  Chief  dies,  all  their 

What  happens  at 
the  Death  of  the 
Great  Chief  y  or  the 
Woman-Chief. 

Chief  fometimes 


Allon.'Zt  or  Guards,  are  obliged  to  follow 
them  into  the  other  World  :  But  they  are 
not  the  only  Perfons  who  have  this  Honour  • 
for  fo  it  is  reckoned   among  them,   and  is 

greatly   fought  after. ^The  Death  of  a 

cofts  the    Lives   of  more   than  a   hundred 


Perfons ;  and  I  have  been  aflured  that  very  few  principal  Per- 
fons of  the  Natchez  die,  without  being  efcorted  to  the  Country  of 
Souls  by  fome  of  their  Relations,  their  Friends,  or  their  Ser- 
vants. It  appears  by  the  various  Relations  which  I  have  feen 
<)f  thefe  horrible  Ceremonies,  that  they  differ  greatly.— I  fhall 
here  defcribe  the  Obfequies  of  a  Woman-Chief,  as  I  had  it  from 
a  Traveller^  who  was  a  Witnefs  of  them,  andon  whofe  Sincerity 
I  have  good  Reafon  to  depend* 

The  Hulband  of  this  Woman  not  being  noble,  that  is  to  fay, 
of  the  Family  of  the  Great  Chief,  his  eldeft  Son  iVrangled  him, 
according  to  Cuftom  :  Then  they  cleared  the  Cabin  of  all  it 
contained,  and  they  eredled  in  it  a  Kind  of  Triumphal  Car,  in 
which  the  Body  of  the  deceafed  Woman,  and  that  of  her  Hus- 
band, were  placed*  A  Moment  after  they  ranged  round  thcio 
Carcafles  twelve  little  Children,  which  their  Parents  had 
ftrangled  by  Order  of  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  the  Woman- 
Chief,  and  who  fucceeded  to  the  Dignity  of  her  Mother.  This 
being  done,  thcyerefted  in  the  public  Place  fourteen  Scaffolds, 
adorned  with  Branches  of  Trees,  and  Cloths  on  which  they  had 
painted  various  Figures.  Thefe  Scaffolds  were  defigned  for  as 
many  Perfons,  who  were  to  accompany  the  Woman-Chief  into 
the  other  World.  Their  Relations  were  all  rmind  them,  and 
*fteemed  as  a  great  Honour  for  their  Families  the  Permiffion  that 
they  had  obtained  to  facrifice  themfelves  in  this  Manner.  They 
apply  fometimes  ten  Years  before-hand  to  obtain  this  Favour ; 
and  the  Perfons  that  have  obtained  it,  muft  themfelves  make  the 
Cord  with  which  they  are  to  be  ftrangled. 

They  appear  on  their  Scaffolds  "JrefTed  in  their  richeft  Ha- 
bits, holding  in  their  Right  Hand  a  great  Shell.  Their  neareft 
Relation  is  on  their  Right  Hand,  having  under  their  Left  Arm 
the  Cord  which  is  to  ferve  for  the  Execution,  and  in  their  Right 
Hand  a  fighting  Club.  From  Time  to  Time  their  neareft  Re- 
lation makes  the  Cry  of  Death  ;  and  at  this  Cry  the  fourteen 
Viftims  defcend  from  their  Scaffolds,  and  go  and  dance  all  toge- 
ther in  the  Middle  of  the  open  Place  that  is  before  the  Temple, 
and  before  the  Cabin  of  the  Woman-Chief. 

That  Day  and  the  following  ones  they  fhew  them  great  Re- 
fpeft  :  They  have  each  five  Servants,  and  their  Faces  are  painted 
red.  Stome  add,  that  during  the  eight  Days  that  precede  their  Death, 
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they  wear  a  red  Ribbon  round  one  of  their  Legs  ;  and  that  du- 
ring this  Time,  every  Body  ftrives  who  fhall  be  the  firft  to  feaft 
them.  However  that  may  be,  on  the  Occafion  I  am  fpeaking 
of,  the  Fathers  and  Mothers  who  had  ilrangled  their  Cliildrenf 
took  them  up  in  their  Hands  and  ranged  themfelves  on  both 
Sides  the  Cabin  :  The  fourteen  Perfons,  who  were  alfo  deftincd 
to  die,  placed  themfelves  in  the  fame  Manner,  anH  were  followed 
by  the  Relations  and  f^riends  of  the  Deceafed,  all  in  Mourn- 
ing ;  that  is  to  fay^  their  Hair  cut  off  :  They  all  made  the  Air 
reK>und  with  fuch  frightful  Cries,  that  one  would  have  faid 
that  all  the  Devils  In  Hell  were  come  to  howl  in  the  Place. 
This  was  followed  by  the  Dances  of  thofe  who  were  to  die,  and 
by  the  Songs  of  the  Relations  of  tiie  Woman-Chief. 

At  laft  they  began  the  Procefllon.  The  Fathers  and  Mothers, 
who  carried  the  dead  Children,  appeared  tlie  firft,  marching 
two  and  two,  and  came  immediately  before  the  Bier  on  which 
was  the  Body  of  the  Woman-Chief,  which  four  Men  carried  on 
their  Shoulders.  All  the  others  came  after  in  the  fame  Order  at 
the  firft.  At  every  ten  Paces,  the  Fathers  and  Mothers  let  their 
Children  fall  upon  the  Ground  :  Thofe  who  carried  the  Bier, 
walked  upon  them,  then  turned  quite  round  them  ;  fo  that  when 
the  Procefllon  arrived  at  the  Temple,  thefe  little  Bodies  were  all 
in  Pieces. 

While  they  buried  the  Body  of  the  Woman-Chief  in  the 
Temple,  they  undreffed  the  fourteen  Perfons  who  were  to  die  : 
They  made  them  fit  on  the  Ground  before  the  Door,  each  having 
two  Savages  by  him  ;  one  of  whom  fat  on  his  Knees,  and  the 
other  held  his  Arms  behind.  Then  they  put  a  Cord  about  his 
Neck,  and  covered  his  Head  with  a  Roe-Buck's  Skin  :  They 
made  him  fwallow  three  Pills  of  Tobacco,  and  drink  a  Glafs  of 
Water  ;  and  the  Relations  of  the  Woman-Chief  drew  the  two 
Ends  of  the  Cord,  iinging,  till  he  was  ftrangled.  After  which, 
they  threw  all  the  Carcafles  into  the  fame  Pii,  which  they  covered 
with  Earths 

When  the  Great  Chief  dies,  if  his  Nurfe  is  livi;.^,  fhe  mull 

die  alfo. The  Trench  not  being  able  to  hinder  this  Barbarity, 

have  often  obtained  Leave  to  baptize  the  young  Children  that 
were  to  be  ftrangled  ;  and  who  of  Confequence  aid  not  accom- 
pany thofe,  in  whofe  Honour  they  were  facrificed,  in  their  pre- 
tended Paradife. 

We  know  no  Nation  on  this  Continent,  where  the  Female  Sex 

,^  ^    .      are  more  irregular,  than  in  this.     They  arc 

ame  s  oj    j      even  forced  by  the  Great  Chief  and  his  Subal- 
terns to  proftitute  themfelves  to  all  Comers  : 
And  a  Woman,  for  being  common,  is  not  the  lefs  efteemed.     Al- 
though Polygamy  is  permitted,  and   the  Number  of  Women 

they 
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they  may  have  is  unlimited,  commonly  each  has  only  one,  bnt  he 
may  put  her  away  when  he  pleafes ;  a  Licence  which  few  but 
the  Chiefs  make  Ufe  of. — The  Women  are  pretty  well  fhaped 
for  Savages,  and  neat  enough  in  their  Drefs,  and  in  every  Thing 
they  do.  The  Daughters  of  the  Noble  Families  can  marry 
none  but  obfcure  Perfons  ;  but  they  have  a  Right  to  turn  away 
their  Hufbands  when  they  pleafe,  and  to  take  another,  provided 
there  is  no  Relationfhip  between  them. 

If  their  Hulbands  are  unfaithful  to  them,  they  can  order  them 
to  be  knocked  on  the  Head,  but  they  are  not  fubjeft  to  the 
fame  Law  themfelves.  They  may  alfo  have  as  many  Gallants 
as  they  think  fit,  and  the  Hufbandis  not  to  take  it  amifs.  This 
is  a  Privilege  belonging  to  the  Blood  of  the  Great  Chief.  The 
Hufband  of  any  one  of  thefe  muft  ftand  in  the  Prefence  of  his 
Wife  in  a  rcfpedful  Pofture  ;  he  does  not  eat  with  her;  he  fa- 
lutes  her  in  the  fame  Tone  as  her  Domefticks.  The  only  Pri- 
vilege which  fuch  a  burthenfome  Alliance  procures  him,  is  to  be 
exempt  from  Labour,  and  to  have  Authority  over  thofe  who 
fcrve  his  Wife. 

The  Natchez,  have  two  War  Chiefs,  two  Mailers  of  the  Cere- 
monies for  the  Temple,  two  Officers  to  re- 
gulate what  is  done  in  Treaties  of  Pcice  or 
War,  one  that  has  the  Infpeftion  of  Works, 
and  four  others  who  are  employed  to  order  every  Thing  in  the  pub- 
lic Feafts.  It  is  the  Great  Chief  who  appoints  Perfons  to  thefe 
Offices,  and  thofe  who  hold  them  are  relpefted  and  obeyed  as  he 
would  be  himfe^f.-.-The  Harveft  among  the  Natchez  is  in  coi^. 
mon.  The  Great  Chief  fets  the  Da^  for  it,  and  calls  the  Vil- 
lage together.  Towards  the  End  of  July  he  appoints  another 
Day  for  thcBcginningof  a  Feilival,  which  lafts  three  Day^,  which 
are  fpent  in  Sports  and  Feafting. 

Each  private  Perfon  contributes  fomething  of  his  Hunting, 

n  r    A/-      /-        ^^5  Fifliing,  and  his  other  Provifions,  which 
D^Jcnpiton  of  a     ^^^^^^  j,^  ^^j^^   ^^^^^^  ^^^  Melons.     The 

tejti^ai.  ^     ^j.^^j  ^j^j^^  ^^^  ^^^  Woman-Chief  prefide 

at  the  Feaft,  fitting  in  a  Cabin  raifed  above  the  Ground,  and  co- 
vered with  Boughs  :  They  are  carried  to  it  in  a  Litter,  and  the 
Great  Chief  holds  in  his  Hand  a  Kind  of  Sceptre,  adorned  with 
Feathers  of  various  Colours.  All  the  Nobles  are  round  him  in  a 
refpedlful  Pofture.  The  laft  Day  the  Great  Chief  makes  a 
Speech  to  the  Affembly  :  He  exhorts  every  Body  to  be  exaft  in 
th?  Performance  of  their  Duties,  efpecially  to  have  a  great  Ve- 
neration for  the  Spirits  which  refide  in  the  Temple,  and  to  be 
careful  in  inftrufting  their  Childttn,  If  any  one  has  diftin- 
guiflied  himfelf  by  fome  Aftion  of  Note,  he  makes  his  Elogium. 
Twenty  Years  ago,  the  Temple  was  reduced  to  Aikes  by  Light- 
ning. 
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ning.     Seven  or  eight  Women  threw  their  Children  into   th  ? 
mioft  of  the  Flames  to  appeafe  the  Genii.     The  Great  Chief 
immediately  fent  for  thefe  Heroines,  gave  them  publicly   threat 
Praifes,    and  finifhed  his  Difcourfe  by  exhorting  the  other  Wo- 
men to  follow  their  great  Example  on  a  like  Occafion. 
The  Fathers  of  Families  never  fail   to  bring  to  the  Temple 
cr/.    /;  /t  V    >      *^®  ^^^  Fruits  of  every  Thing  they  gather  ; 
J  J  ^?k  cr    ■"     and  they  do  the  fame  by  all  the  Prefeats  that 
offered tn  the  Tem^     are    made    to   the   Nation.       They    expofe 

*  ^*  them  at  the  Door  of  the  Temple,  the  Keeper 

of  which,  after  having  prefented  them  to  the  Spirits,  carries 
them  to  the  Great  Chief,  who  diftributes  them  to  whom  he 
pleafes.  The  Seeds  are  in  like  Manner  offered  before  the 
Temple  with  great  Ceremony  :  But  the  Offerings  which  are  made 
there  of  Bread  and  Flour  every  new  Moon,  are  for  the  Ufe  of 
the  Keepers  of  the   Temple. 

The  Marriages  of  the  Natchezy  are  very  little  different  from 
O/*  th  '  M  thofe  of  the  Savages  of  Canada  :  The  prin- 
UJ  tbetr  or-  ^^^^  Difference  we  find  in  them  confifts  in  that 
^^'^i"'  here  the  future  Spoufe  begins  by  making,  to 
the  Relations  of  the  Woman,  fuch  Prefents  as  have  been  agreed 
upon  ;  and  that  the  Wedding  is  followed  by  a  great  Fcaft.  The 
Rcafon  why  there  are  few  but  the  Chiefs  who  have  feveral  Wives, 
is,  that  as  they  can  get  their  Fields  cultivated  by  the  People 
without  any  Charge,  their  Wives  are  no  Burthen  to  them.  The 
Chiefs  marry  with  lefs  Ceremony  flill  than  the  others.  It  is 
enough  for  them  to  give  Notice  to  the  Relations  of  the  Woman 
on  wnom  they  have  call  their  Eyes,  that  they  place  her  in  the 
Number  of  their  Wives.  But  they  keep  but  one  or  two  in  their 
Cabins;  the  others  remain  with  their  Relations,  where  their 
Hufbands  vifit  them  when  they  pleafe.  No  Jealoufy  reigns  in 
thefe  Marriages :  The  Natchex  lend  one  another  their  Wives 
without  any  Difficulty ;  and  'tis  probably  from  hence  that 
proceeds  the  Readinefs  with  which  they  part  with  them  to  take 
others. 
When  a  War  Chief  wants  to  levy  a  Party  of  Soldiers,  he 
plants,  in  a  Place  marked,  out  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  two  Trees  adorned  with  Feathers,  Ar- 
rows, and  Fighting-Clubs,  all  painted  red, 
as  well  as  the  Trees,  which  are  alfo  pricked  on  that  Side  v/hich 
is  towards  the  Place  whither  they  intend  to  carry  the  War. 
Thofe  who  would  enlift,  prefent  themfelves  to  the  Chief,  well 
dreffed,  their  Faces  fmeared  with  various  Colours,  and  declare 
to  him  the  Defire  they  have  to  learn  the  Art  of  War  under  his 
Orders ;  that  they  are  difpofed  to  endure  all  the  Fatigues  of 
War,:and  rea4y  to  die,  if  needful,  for  their  Country. 
When 
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When  the  Chief  has  got  the  Number  of  Soldiers  that  the 

Of  the  Provi-     Expedition    requires,    which  he   intends  to 

c^/f.^  w^^      '    »nake,  he  caufes  a  Drink  to  be  prepared  at 

Jionsjorirar.  j^.^  ^^^^.^^    ^^j^j^j^  .^   ^^jj^^   the  Medicine  tf 

War.    This  is  a  Vomit  made  with  a  Root  boiled  in  Water :  They 

give  to  each  Man  two  Pots  of  it,  which  they  muft  drink  all  at 

once,  and  which  they  throw  up  again   almoft  as  foon  as  they 

have  drank  it,  with  moft  violent  Reachings.     Afterwards  they 

labour  in  making  the  neceffary   Preparations ;   and  till  the  Day 

fettled  for  their  Departure,  the  Warriors  meet  every  Evening  and 

Morning  in  an  open  Place,  where  after  much  dancing,  and 

telling  their  great  Feats  of  War,   every  one  fings  his  Song  of 

Death. Thefe  People  are  not  lefs   fuperftitious  about  their 

Dreams,   than   the  Savages  of  Canada :    There  needs  only  a 

bad  Omen  to  caufe  them  to  return  when  they  are  on  a  March. 

The   Warriors  march  with  a  great  deal  of  Order,  and  take 

r\r.i  •    Ti/r     1      great  Precautions  to  encamp,  and  to  rally. 
Of  their  March'     Pri  r.      r    j        ..  c       .       u  »  ..u  ' 

•'    J    P        ^       f  hey  often  lend  out  Scouts,    but  they  never 

'menu  ^"  Centinels  at  Night:    They  put  out  all 

the  Fires,  they  recommend  themfelves  to  the 
Spirits,  and  they  fleep  in  Security,  after  the  Chief  has  exhort- 
ed every  one  not  to  fnore  too  loud,  and  to  keep  always  their 
Arms  near  them  in  good  Condition.  Their  Idols  are  expofed 
on  a  Pole  leaning  towards  the  Enemy,  and  all  the  Warriors, 
before  they  lay  down,  pafs  one  after  another,  with  their 
Fighting-Clubs  in  their  Hands,  before  thefe  pretended  Dei- 
ties :  Then  they  turn  towards  the  Enemy's  Country,  and 
make  great  Threatnings,  which  the  Wind  often  carries  another 
Way. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Natchez  exercife  on  their  Prifoners, 
Ofth  P  V  during  the  March,  the  Cruelties  which  are 

/  .  joners.  ^^^^  ^^  Canada.  When  thefe  Wretches  are 
arrived  at  the  Great  Village,  they  make  them  fing  and  dance 
feveral  Days  together  before  the  Temple.  After  which,  they 
are  delivered  to  the  Relations  of  thofe  who  have  been  killed  du- 
ring the  Campaign.  They,  on  receiving  them,  burft  into 
Tears,  then  after  having  wiped  their  Eyes  with  the  Scalps  which 
the  Warriors  have  brought  home,  they  join  together  to  rewar4 
thofe  who  have  made  them  the  Prefent  of  their  Captives,  whofe 
Fate  is  always  to  be  burnt. 
.  Tlic  Warriors  change  their  Names  as  often  as  they  perform 

fj  -    ,      new  Exploits :   They  receive  them  from  the 

always  fome  Relation  to  the  Aftion  by  which 
they  have  merited  this  Diftindlion.  Thofe  who  for  the  firft 
Time  have  made  a  Prifoner,  or  taken  off  a  Scalp,  niuft,  for  a 

Month, 
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They  imagine,  *»""Sed  or  burnt,  would  '^«<^«.";"  „o„al, 

the  P-  ^  y»  would  be  put  «.«  i.     r      * 

Us  them  their  L'«s.    Ttoe     ^^^_^  ^^^^^  D°?°"-„:Is  Xi?" 

out  being  obiigea  wanted.      Adouv  tyfaait 

Weather,  according  a  jhey  ar  ^^  ^'"''f'^f'Tis 

Time  they  make  a  CoHettion  i         /        j.  ^^  £arth.     It  «  " 

Si^f!{?»eP^^afohirXte^et.hem. 


^'fthe  Bufinefs  is  to  ob'-^n  f-;fX&o:d7  to  pafs  away  ; 
Roof  of  their  Cabins,  "">''' ^^'ff  J"  difperfed,  they  dance  and 
■^  .  .^.,._  r^t~..A^  tiafs  away,  ana  are  ""j"      ,,       .v- Smoke  o1 


R^^f  :,rthr  CaU^s    make  Signs^o  ^  -rdrthe/d-ce  akc 
:„Tif  the  Clouds  P,>iS     the"the/fwf »«  '^'^{^;^\°i 

?ht  OperatioL  laft,  J^-^^  *^Xi„  what  they  have  prom.a 
but  dance  and  fing.  "  « '^V J  j  „ot  fucceed,  they  are  put-  to 
they  are  well  rewarded  ;  'f  ^g  ""^  „„,  ,he  fame  who  under- 
DeLh  without  ^^■J^^XU.r :  The  Gen.us  of  one  Per 

fn^can^orasthey  fay,  give  both  .^  ^„^,;      ..cf  .heir 

Mourning  amonyhefej^^e^^^^^,^^^^^^^^^^^ 

0/  Mourning.       ,bfe„ti_ng  'hemfelveU|om P  ^^.^^^^_  ^^^. ^ 
B„t  I  know  not  how  long  "  lafts      1       ^^^^^  ^^^-^^^  j  have  be- 
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Body  is  in  fome  Sort  the  Slave  of  thofe  who  command,  all  ths 
Honours  of  the  Dead  are  for  thofe  who  do  fo,  efpecially  iur 
the  Grc?it  Chjcf,  apd  the  Woman  Chief, 
Treaties  of  Peace  and  Alliances  are  made  wi^h  great  Pomp, 

OfTreat'es  *"^  ^^^  Great  Chief  on  thcfe  Occafions  al- 

•^  "*  ways  lupports  h;s  Dignity  like  a  true  So- 

vereign. As  foon  as  he  is  informed  of  the  Day  of  the  Arrival 
of  the  Ambaffadors,  he  gives  his  Orders  to  the  Mailers  of  the 
Ceremonies,  for  the  Preparations  for  their  Reception,  and  names 
thofe  who  are  by  Turns  to  maintain  thefe  Envoys ;  for  it  is  at 
the  Cofl  of  his  Subjedls,  that  he  defrays  the  Expences  of  the 
l^mbafTage.  The  Pay  of  the  Entry  of  the  Ambaffadors,  every  one 
])as  his  Place  affigned  him  according  to  his  Rank ;  and  when  tl^e 
Ambaffadors  are  come  within  five  hundred  Paces  of  the  Great 
Chief,  they  flop,  and  fmg  the  Song  of  Peace. 

Commonly  the  Embalhr  is  compofed  of  thirty  Men  and  fix 
Women.  Six  of  the  beft  Voices  march  at  the  Head  of  this 
Train  and  fmg  ^loud,  the  reft  follow,  and  the  Chichicoue  Cerves  to 
regulate  the  Time.  When  the  Great  Chief  makes  Signs  to  the 
Ambafifadors  to  approach,  they  renew  their  March  :  Thofe  who 
f  arry  the  Calumet,  dance  as  they  fing,  and  turn  themfelves  on 
fvery  Side,  v/ith  many  Motions,  and  make  a  great  many  Gri- 
maces and  Contortions.  They  renew  the  fame  Tricks  round 
about  the  Great  Chief  ^h^n  they  are  come  near  him  ;  then  they 
rdb  him  with  their  palumpt  from  Head  to  Foot,  and  afterwards 
go  and  rejoin  their  Company. 

Theii  they  ^11  a  Calumpt  witli  Tobacco,  and  holding  Fire  in 

Ila-M  the  Gre  t  ^^^  Hand,  they  advance  all  together  towards 
Chief  ei  es  A  d-  Great  Chief,  and  prefent  nim  the  Calu- 

^»M  tV^j«.i.!!/r'  ™Pt  lighted.  They  fmoke  with  him,  and 
m*  to  Atnbajja-     j^j^^  x.oynzxdiS  the  Sky  the  firft  WhiiFof  their 

*  Tobacco,  the  fecond  towards  the  Earth,  and 

the  third  round  about  the  Horizon.  When  they  have  done  this, 
they  prefent  their  Caluniets  to  the  Relations  of  the  Great  Chief, 
and  the  Subaltern  Chiefs.  Then  they  go  apd  rub  with  their 
Hands  the  Stomach  of  the  Great  Chief,  after  which  they  rub 
themfelves  all  over  the  Body ;  and  laftly,  they  lay  their  Calu- 
mets on  Forks  over-againft  the  Great  Chief,  and  the  Orator 
pf  the  Emba/fy  begins  his  Speech,  which  lafts  an  Hour. 

When  he  has  finifhed,  they  make  Signs  to  the  Ambaffadors, 
who  till  now  were  ftanding^  to  fit  down  on  Benches  placed  for 
them  near  the  Great  Chief,  who  anfwers  their  Difcourfe,  and 
fpeaks  alfo  a  whole  Hour.  Then  a  Mailer  of  tjie  Ceremonies 
lights  a  great  Calumet  of  Peac^,  and  makes  the  AmbaHadors 
jfmoke  in  it,  who  fwallow  the  firft  Mouthful.  Then  the  Great 
Chief  enquires  after  their  Health,  and  all  thofe  who  are  prefent 

■  '  at 
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at  the  Audience  make  them  the  fame  Compliment ;  then  they 
condufl  them  to  the  Cabin  that  is  appointed  for  them,  and 
where  they  give  him  a  great  Feaft.  The  Evening  of  the  fame 
Day  the  Great  Chief  makes  them  a  Vifit ;  but  when  they  kno\t 
he  is  ready  to  dp  them  this  Honour^  they  go  to  feek  him,. an/ 
carry  him  on  their  Shoulders  to  th^ir  Lodging,  and  make  him 
fit  on  a  great  Skin.  One  of  them  places  nimfelf  behind  him» 
leans  his  Hands  on  his  Shoulders,  ahd  fhakeS  him  d  pretty 
lon^  Time,  whilft  the  reft,  fitting  round  on  the  Earth,  fing 
their  great  Anions  in  the  Wars. 

Thefe  Vifits  are  renewed  every  Morning  and  Evening ;  but 
in  the  laft  the  Ceremonial  varies.  The  Ambafliadors  fe:  up  a 
Poft  in  the  midft  of  their  Cabin,  and  fit  all  round  it :  The 
Warriors  who  accompany  the  Great  Chief,  or  as  they  call  him, 
the  Surtf  driefTed  in  their  fineft  Robes,  dance,  and  one  by  one 
ftrikfe  the  Port,  ind  relate  their  braveft  Feats  of  Amis ;  ^fter 
which  they  make  Prefents  to  the  Ambaffadors.  The  next  Day 
they  are  permitted  for  the  firft  Time  to  walk  iabout  the  Vil- 
lage, and  every  Night  they  make  them  Entertainments,  which 
confift  only  in  Dances.  When  they  are  on  their  Departure,  the 
Matter  of  the  Ceremonies  fupplies  them  with  all  the  J^rovifi- 
ons  they  may  warit  for  their  Journey,  and  this  is  always  at 
the  Expence  of  private  Perfons. 
The  greiteft  P'art  of  the  Nations  of  Louifiana  had  formerly 
jp  ,.  ..  -,  p.  their  Temples,  as  well  as  the  J^aichtK,  and  Jn 
Kehpon  0/  ftre  ^jj  ^^^^^  Temples  there  was  a  perpetual  Fire. 
tn  rioriaa.  j^  ^^^^^  ^j^^  probable,  that  the  MaubiUtns 

had  ovef  all  the  People  of  this  Part  of  Tloriita^  a  Kind  of  Pri- 
macy of  Religion  ;  for  it  was  it  their  Fire  they  were  obliged  to 
kindle  that,  which  by  Negligence  or  Accident  had  been  fuffer- 
ed  to  go  out.  But  at  prefent  the  Temple  of  the  Natchez,  is  the 
6nly  one  that  fubfifts,  and  it  is  held  in  great  Veneration  among 
all  the  Savages  which  inhabit  this  vaft  Continent,  the  Decrease 
cf  which  Nation  is  as  conilderable,  and  has  been  ftill  more  fud- 
den,  than  that  of  the  Savaees  of  Canada^  without  its  being 
poffible  to  difcovei"  the  trtfe  Cauffc  of  it.  Whole  Nations  have 
entirely  difappeared  within  forty  Vears  at  moft.  Thofe  which 
ai-e  ftiil  fubufting,  are  but  the  Shadow  of  what  they  were  when 
M.  de  la  Sale  difcovered  this  Country.  I  take  my  Leave  of  you. 
Madam,  for  Reafons  which  I  ihall  have  the  Honour  to  explain 
t6  you  foon. 

;'.',    ^-  ■  .  /  ahtt  &c. 
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LETTER    XXX. 

Journey  from  the  Natchez  to  New  Orleans.  Defiription  of 
the  Country,  and  of  federal  Villages  of  the  SAVAcns,  and  of  the 
Capital  of  Louisiana. 

> 

Madam,  New  Orleans,   January  lo. 

I  Am  at  length  arrived  in  this  famous  City,  which  they  have 
called  la  nouvelle  Orleans.  Thofe  who  have  given  it  this 
Name,  thought  that  Orleans  was  of  the  feminine  Gender :  But 
what  fignifies  that  ?  Cuflom  has  eflablifhed  it,  and  that  is  above 
the  Rules  of  Grammar. 

This  City  is  the  firft,  which  one  of  the  greateft  Rivers  in  the 
World  has  feen  raifed  on  its  Banks.  If  the  eight  Hundred  fine 
Houfes,  and  the  five  Parifhes,  which  the  News-Papers  gave  it 
feme  two  Years  ago,  are.  reduced  at  prefent  to  a  hundred  Bar- 
racks, placed  in  no  very  great  Order ;  to  a  great  Store-Houfc, 
built  of  Wood ;  to  two  or  three  Houfes,  which  would  be  no 
Ornament  to  a  Village  of  France ;  and  to  the  half  of  a  ferry 
Store-Houfe,  which  they  agreed  to  lend  to  the  Lord  of  the 
Place,  and  which  he  had  no  looner  taken  Poffealon  of,  but  they 
turned  him  out  to  dwell  under  a  Tent ;  what  Pleafure,  on  the 
other  Side,  to  fee  infenfibly  encreafing  this  future  Capital  of  a 
fine  and  vaft  Country,  and  to  be  able  to  fay,  not  with  a  Sigh, 
like  the  Hero  oi  Virgil,  fpeaking  of  his  dear  native  Place  con- 
fumed  by  the  Flames,  and  the  Fields  where  Troy  Town  had  been 
(a)t  but  full  of  a  well  grounded  Hope,  this  wild  and  defart 
P'ace,  which  the  Reeds  and  Trees  do  yet  almoft  wholly  cover,  will 
be  one  Day,  and  perhaps  that  Day  is  not  far  off,  an  opulent 
City,  and  the  Metropolis  of  a  great  and  rich  Colony. 

You  will  afk  me,  Madam,  on  what  I  found  this  Hope  ?  I  found 
it  on  the  Situation  of  this  City,  at  thirty-three  Leagues  from 
the  Sea,  and  on  the  Side  of  a  navigable  River,  that  one  may 
come  up  to  this  Place  in  tvvienty-four  Hours:  On  the  Fruitfulnefs 
of  the  Soil ;  on  the  Mildnefs  and  Goodnefs  of  its  Climate,  in 
30°  North  Latitude;  on  the  Indullry  of  its  Inhabitants ;  on  the 
Neighboiirhood  of  Mexico,  to  which  we  may  go  in  fifteen  Days 
by  Sea  i  on  that  of  the  Havamiab,  which  is  ftill  nearer ;  and  of 


(a)  Et  Campos,  ubi  Troja  fuit. 


tke 


there  any  '  "^  conMerable  Begi>."">g'>  T.^' '^  find  on  .he 


Miffioiariei  f    ,he  fr.W^  ""''L'!  till  aft"    C-Vi*«.ai. 
,A,Natchez«.i/i-    that    kept    me    there   t     ^^f,l„„ 

:•  tfcou^ry.  Jh»ovf  aK-^V,--fa^ 

would  l-^rr^^et  'them  to  embrace  Chrfafy.  f„„, 

r^,  French  ^^-  Hoalhold  even  ot  the  r^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ,^e 
priced  of  fpiritnal  ^^^^0^1  P^^^^^iJ.-  ^  '  u.  Madam,  that  t)ie 
^;Vj.    '  Honour  of  telling  y     . 

r-J  Father  PWPull".     (b)  ^         . 

Davion,  i 
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Canton  of  the  Kntrher  is  the  moft  populous  of  the  Colony  ;  re- 
tcrthelefs,  it  is  five  Yeai£  fince  any  Frenchman  has  heard  Mafs 
Jiere,  or  even  feeh  a  Prieft.  I  foon  faw  that  the  Privation  of 
!he  Sacraments  had  produced  in  the  greateft  Paft  of  them  that 
Indifference  for  the  Exercifes  of  Religidn,  which  \i  the  com- 
inon  EfTedl  of  fuch  Privation  .  Yet  many  flleUred  a  great  Defire  to 
fake  Advantage  of  my  Prcfence^  for  regulating  the  Affairs  of 
their  Confciences ;  ind  t  thought  it  was  my  Duty  to  help 
thfcm  to  this  Comfort  without  much  Sttllicitation. 

The  firll  Propofal  that  they  made  to  me  was,  that  I  would 
egret  to  marry,  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Ghurchj  for^ie  Inhabi- 
tants,  who  by  Virtue  of  a  civil  Contradt,  drawn  up  in  the  Pre- 
ifence  of  the  Commandant  and  ihe  principal  Clerk,  lived  toge- 
ther without  any  Scl-uple,  alled^-ing,  as  well  as  they  who  had 
authorized  this  Concubitiage,  the  Nrceffity  of  peopling  the 
Country,  and  the  Intpoffibility  of  having  a  Prieft.  I  repreicnted 
to  them,  that  thfere  war  one  at  the  Ya/ous,  and  at  New  Orleans^ 
ind  that  the  Mattfi/  was  worth  the  Pains  of  faking  the  Journey  : 
They  replied,  that  the  contraAing  Parties  were  not  in  a  Con- 
fliiion  to  take  l-jng  Journiesj  nor  to  be  at  the  Expence  of  bring- 
ing a  Prieft  hitn  -.  In  (hort,  the  Evil  was  done,  and  there 
remained  nothing  but  to  remedy  iv^  which  I  did.  Then  I 
tonfefl'ed  all  who  prefented  thcinfel"  cs,-  but  the  Number  of  thefe 
^as  riot  fo  great  as  I  had  hoped. 

Nothing  more  -ietaining  me  at  the  Natchezt  I  departed  from 
f^  ^  -         thence  the   26th  of  December^  pretty  late,  ac- 

,y  ^-^""'T'  ^"'"'  companied  by  M.  <*e  Pauger,  the  King's  En- 
tje^sz,    lez.  gineer,  who  was  vifiting  tne  Colony,   to  ex- 

."fhiinft  ihfe  Places  wlicre  it  was  fit  to  build  Forts.  We  went  four 
y.eagucs,  and  encamped  at  the  Side  of  a  little  River,  which 
<te  foupd  on  the  Left.  We  re-embarked  the  nfeiit  Day  two 
incurs  before  it  was  light,  with  the  Wind  pretty  high,  and 
aigainft  us.  The  River  ih  this  Place  makes  a  Circuit  of  four- 
teen Leagues ;  and  as  we  turned^  the  Wind  turned  with  us, 
feeing  beiat  ;n  back  by  the  Land,  and  by  the  Iflands,  which  we  found 
in  great  Numbers,  fo  that  it  was  always  in  our  Fares.  Not- 
<\*ithftanding  which,  we  went  ten  Leagues  farther,  and  en- 
feredinto  another  little  River  on  the  Left  Hand.  All  Night  we 
|iaard  a  great  Noife,  and  I  thought  it  was  the  Effeft  of  the 
Wind,  that  was  grown  ftronger,  but  they  affured  me  that  the 
River  had  been  very  quiet,  and  that  the  Noife  which  had  waked 
nie,  was  made  by  the  Fiih,  that  daihed  about  the  Water  with 
their  Tails.  t 

'-'  .      ■  /"     y  ^'  '         .  '     ^  '-^     ^  '  '    The 
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Travds  tn  ^or..  ^^^  ^^  ^^.^^^^  ^^ ;. 

«  V    ,ft..r  having  gone  two  Leagues,  j  ^o  me 

The  aSth,  after  ^^v.^g  ^?       t'/fBrol  ;  b--^  ^  ^'I^^^^^" 
D./cr///'»«   f      at  hrft  to  be  but  a  Uroo  ^  .^  ^^^^^^^   ^ 

,^  yUlage  of  the      shot  D^ftancc   from  Us         ^ 
Tonicas.  very  pretty   Lake.     M         ^      ^^j  ^^    piace 

;»Mf  as  it  does  on  the  o^njr  9      ^.    •        ^as  it? 
nues  to  throw  itfclt  as*  .^^^   ^j-  the    ^^"';  .  p. 

de.««ly  Pjoplf  ;.  ,  Chief  i.  very  much  adorned  o^  the  Oat    .^ 
TheCabmof.heCh>e^^  Cabinof  »S-age,    W'^  „„^f  „, 
Of, te  Chief 'f    feme  Figure.  .n^eUeyo, J^  ^1^^^     ^      , 
,fe  Wcas-  done  as  •'""P^f '  i^bot  fome  Bp«s,  which 

a„d  feemed  to  be  not  at     ,  ^^  ^_^^^  S.     and  hi  n, 

Savaees  of  C"""'''';.  T-^irf     He  loves  oiir  Nation,   an 
Comiandanfs  a,  f'f^P^J^Viceriie  h?s  rendered  u     ^^Tm 
Caufe  to  repent  of  «^S«v       Ue,  with  gf  «  ^trJof  us  t, 
with  the  Frnf,  ^."°l.    jj  very  well.,    fte  Has  lear 
he  underftands  h'«  J'gf  ;„ecloned  very  rich.    He  has_  a       5 

hoard  op  Money,  and  ne  •       .jyage,  and  he  takes  a  rri 
rTme  le?t  off  the  Dr'fs  of  J  ^    %{     „  oar  Mode 

The    State    «/     the  jr^'/A«- J,, f,,  „„dred  Paces  Diameter; 
,t,>  nation.  all  ftand,  is  about  a^   »  ^^  ^^^^  p      f„f . 

„d  notwithftandUS  the  Heat;^  *e^^^„^  ,,,,,,!„,  at  a  Kind 

tT^:S.trha}H'Villages   Pf  this  Nation  at  ^,f^ 

;r:  -Ti^Btiii^^^^^^^^^^ 

T'^  «r  ""g    X   '"-"^  ••    r'  ^hal^b    nt^their  T^emple  ; 
whom    they    g       .^         becaufe  he  naa   "«   i-i^t^d  their  Fne 

"'."Jl-l'illl^fstthavenpt.baiU.  -'jfJel'V  t^cir 
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they  heard  all  he  could  fay  to  them  with  an  Indifference,  which 

he  could  never  conquer,  and  he  has  forfakcn  them  in  his  Turn. 

From  the  Bottom  of  the  Lake,  or  the  Bay  of  the  Tcnicas,  \f 

J De/crhtion  of    ^^  ^^^^  Canoes  of  Bark,   we  might  make  a 

the  Red  River  Po^agc  of  two  Leagues,  which  would  favc 

ten  on  the  MiJJiJJippi ;  but  this  is  not  prafti- 
cable  with  Pettiaugres.  Two  Leagues  lower  than  the  River  of 
the  TonicaSf  we  leave  on  the  Right  Hand  the  Red  Ri'ver,  or  Rio 
Colorado;  at  the  Entrance  of  which,  the  famous  Ferdinand de 
SotOi  the  Conqueror  of  Florida^  ended  his  Days  and  his  Exploits, 
or  rather  his  Rambles.  This  River  runs  Eaft  and  Weft  fome 
Time,  then  turns  to  the  South.  It  is  fcarcely  navigable  for  Pet- 
tipugres,  and  that  for  no  more  than  forty  leagues  ;  after  which 
we  meet  with  unpafTable  Marflies.  Its  Mouth  appeared  to  me  to 
be  about  two  hundred  Fathom  wide.  Ten  Leagues  higher,  it 
receives  on  the  Right  Hand  the  Black  Rinjer^  oiherwife  called 
the  River  of  the  Ouatchitas  ;  which  comes  from  the  North,  and 
has  Water  only  for  feven  Months  in  the  Year.  « 

Neverthelefs,  there  arc  fevcral  Grants  fituated  here,  which  in 
all  Appearance  will  not  grow  very  rich.  The 
Motive  of  this  Settlement  is  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  the  Spaniards y  which  at  all  Times 
has  been  a  fatal  Enticement  to  this  Colony.  In  Hopes  of 
trading  with  them,  they  leave  the  beft  Lands  in  the  World  un- 
cultivated. The  Natchitoches  are  fettled  on  the  Red  Ri'ver,  and  we 
have  judged  it  convenient  to  build  a  Fort  among  them,  to  hinder 
the  Spaniards  from  fettling  nearer  us.  We  encamped  the  twenty- 
ninth,  a  little  below  the  Mouth  of  the  Red  River y  in  a  very  fine 
Bay. 

The  30th,  after  having  gone  five  Leagues,  we  paffed  a  fecond 
0-,     p  .  Point  cut  off.     The  MiJJiJJjppiy  in  this  Place, 

ibe  foint  cut       ^^^^^  ^  gj^^j  Winding.     Some  Canadians^ 

^df'  by  Dint  of  hollowing  a  little  Brook,  which 

was  behind  the  Point,  brought  the  Waters  of  the  River  into  it  ; 
which  fpreading  themfclves  impetuoufly  in  this  new  Channel, 
com^  leatly  cut  off  the  Point,  and  hath  faved  Travellers  fourteen 
Leagues  of  Way.  The  old  Bed  of  the  River  is  aftually  dry,  and 
has  no  Water  in  it  but  in  the  Seafon  of  the  Floods  ;  an  evident 
Proof  that  the  MiJJiJJippi  cafts  itfelf  here  towards  the  Eaft  ;  and 
this  deferves  to  be  confidered  with  the  greateft  Attention,  in 
making  Settlements  on  either  Side  of  the  River.  The  Depth  of 
this  new  Channel  has  been  lately  founded,  and  they  have  let  out 
a  Line  in  it  of  thirty  Fathom  long,  without  finding  any  Bot- 
tom, V 

•      '  9  ^« 


7A.  Grm;/  <  Name  of  ^/./O-^^^  and  /C.///-  It  is  fitu- 
St.  Rcyne.  ^^^^  are  MelTrs.  de  ^°%%"^^^\^^,\,crt  is  nothing 
,^,  /  M.  /.-  ated  on  a  very  fe^^^^^^m^^^.g  „f  the  Rwer : 
dc  Mcziercs.  to  fear  from  the  over  J  ,^    ^^^^^  they 

B.  wUh  No.Wn«  NcchinS  -n  be  ^  ^^^^ 
want   Men   f«r /^^^^^Vus  to  be  the  Condition  of  th.s  v^^ 

bour  ;  -«d  \^^' ^?^r!,Uc^  t^     Day.  and   <^^"^.«  ^^    f^he  next 
Wc  went  a  League  luftuer  v  ^^^     ^^     5  an  jn 

^"7-       Trent  of  Cloth  at  prf^lf^'T;,-"      where  the  Ma- 
and  a  g^cat  Tent  oi  v.  ^^^^  ^;^,^  ^ja;*r,  ^^  ig^ye.     I  am 

afraid  that  t)y  enac  *,  ^^^^ 

might  ro^"'  ';f..^„  fn  ihe  Wood,  there  is  uu  ,  ^^^ 


whkh  perhaps  may  '^PP^?^;' f^  ,„  i„  it.     I  h>« '"^J^^   f-, 

has,  an>o"S,<"''".  r-ntton-Trees  I  mentioned  m  anou 
Ro^t  of  thofe  great  Cotton  1  r    ^^  ^^^        '^°«°  dy  ag''""  ="" 
,„d  which  «f.  «"^^^°"o„„.,V,   is  a  «"=""  e  ofthe  Bark,  boil 
„acle  f"™.  fskb     You  muft  take  the  In^^f  ^^''^  Aen  lay  on 
Hurts  of  the  5Kin.     '  ^      ^  ^,•,th  this  Water,  au 

.    t      Thpv  brought  us  here  d  11    ii,.p,f  Wreaking  a 
of  Lc.:fian^^  ^Ci"  Jhat  thefe Animalswere  capabk  of 
and  they  affured  us  that  ._^  ^_^  ^  ^,.^.. 

,,;„..M.ately*eKlnrsI-i=— •="'''     '  j^.^, 

c  .         U  u       ,  '     : 
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large  Iron  Bar.  If  the  Fafl  is  true,  for  I  fhould  be  willing  t^ 
fee.it  before  I  believe  it,  the  Saliva  of  thefe  Animals  nuit 
be  a  very  powerful  Diflblvent.  As  for  the  Leg  of  a  Man, 
I  would  not  trull  it  in  their  Jaws.  This  is  certain,  that  the 
Meat  of  that  which  I  faw,  was  enough  io  fatisfy  ten  Perfons  who 
had  good  Stomachs.  We  flaid  all  the  Day  in  this  Grant,  which 
is  not  much  forwarder  than  the  reft,  and  which  they  call  U  Baton 
rouge f  (the  red  Stick). 

The  next  Day  we  made  eleven  Leagues,  and  we  encamped  a 

Ts  r  '..•         /.     little  below  the  Bayagoulas,  which   we  had 

U^crtptton    of     J  f J         j^g  j^j  ,  ^  j^^j^j    ^j.jg^  having  vifited 

the  Bayagoulas.      ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^j^„^  ViU^^  Sj  ^^^^ 

tioned  before.  It  was  very  populous  about  twenty  Years  fince. 
The  Small-Pox  has  dcftroyed  a  Part  of  its  Inhabitants,  the 
reft  are  gone  away  and  difperfed  :  They  have  not  fo  much  as 
even  heard  any  News  of  them  forfeveral  Years,  and  'tis  a  Doubt 
whether  there  is  a  iingle  Family  remaining.  The  Land  they 
poflefTed  is  very  rich.  Meftrs.  Paris  have  a  Grant  here,  where 
they  have  planted  in  Rows  a  great  Number  of  white  Mulberry- 
Trees,  and  they  make  very  fine  Silk  here  already.  They  alfo  be- 
fin  to  cultivate  here,  with  much  Succefs,  Indigo  and  Tobacco, 
f  they  laboured  the  fame  in  i\\  other  Places,  tne  Proprietors  of 
Grants  would  foon  be  indemnified  for  all  their  Expences. 

The  3d  of  January  we  arrived  about  Ten  o*Clock  in  th« 
J     J        *    j^'  Morning  at  the  little  Village  of  the  Oumas, 
L    f^  1  f   which  18  on  the  Left,  and  where  there  are 

L  ni^7!!!  u  fomeFr^^f/^Houfcs.  A  Quarter  of  a  League 
/^irClietimac,.us.  higher  up  in  the  Country,  is  the  great  Vil- 
lage. Tliis  Nation  IS  very  well  affcfted  to  us.  The  MiJ^^ppi 
begins  to  fork,  or  to  divide  into  two  Branches,  two  Leagues 
higher.  It  has  hollowed  itfelf  on  the  Right,  to  which  it  always 
inclines,  a  Channel,  which  they  call  the  Fork  of  the  Chetimachast 
or  Sitimachas  ;  and  which,  before  it  carries  its  Waters  to  the 
Sea,  forms  a  pretty  large  Lake.  The  Nation  of  the  Cbetimacbas, 
is  almoft  entirely  deftroyed  ;  the  few  that  remain  are  Slaves  in 
the  Colony. 

We  went  that  Day  fix  Leagues  beyond  the  Oumar,  and  we 
paiTed  the  Night  on  the  fine  Spot  where  they  had  fettled  the 
Grant  of  M.  le  Marquis  D^Jncenisy  at  prefent  Duke  de  Bethune  ; 
which,  by  a  Fire  happening  in  the  great  Magazine,  and  by  feve- 
tal  other  Accidents  one  after  another,  is  reduced  to  nothing. 
The  Colapijfas  had  here  formed  a  little  Village,  which  did  not 
fubfift  long. 

The  4th' we  afrived  before  Noon  at  the  great  Village  of  the 

Colapijj^s,     It  is  the  fineft  Village  of  Louijiana^   yet  they  reckon 

in  it  but  two  hundred  Warriors,  who  have  the  Charaderof  being 

-.J  ■  9  very 


very  brave.    T 
ihofc  of  the  S 
They  have  a  < 
Leaves  of  the 
ftdeismadeot 
The  Cabin  < 
not  before  fee 
the  JV«/c^«  .\s 
of  this  Villa 
landed,  befoi 
furprifed,  m  a 
dreffed  in  a 
Sleeve*  on  in 
quired  into  tt 
not  antient ; 
of  a  Drum  t< 
Allies,  and  t 
vcntion.— -" 
Wfl,andth< 

becoming. 
After  Din 

rhe   Grai 
M,    le    Co 


Defcri 
tU  Taei 


•      Trctveh  in  North  America.  33' 

•    *kA  SKaoe  of  a  Pavilion,  HKC 


((deis  made  of  Mats. ,  ,_^..  f.^  p«et  Diameter  :    I  Jad 


avcs  of  the  Lattamer,  *. -  - 

Ml-  i«  S  Savagey^^^  ;^:  ^r  been 
MU-r  and  that  this  Kind  of  »«J^;J'    ^^    ed  here  than  in  La- 

,^,ai.dth«tway  „d  we  ftoPP'^ 

""Xr  Sin-.  -  T'  n.";:^!" r*"-'  «"^'.  *'r H.! 
M.    le    Comte      biudon  on  u.  which 's  alio  ^  ^^     ft 

D- Artagnan.  Store-Houfe,  if  «  •>«  ".o'^^'  ,he  (irft  Objcft 

.«.hc«ft     ThUHoufeUon*^^ 

ffof?SfRW«"bLW^ 
and  It  >Y\?J\f;etherwith  M.  CW"''.    TLv^ave  noPrieft, 

D./cr//'''"'    e/*     poleffed  by  the  ^W"'  ^^     figure  in  thi. 
Taenfas.  ^  U.de  la  Sale,  m^^^^Z'^^''      6 


iU  Taenfas. 


•     ;«  the  Troops  of  Lol/i/i<»«lt 
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Country,  but  who  have  entirely  difappcared   for  fome  Years. 
This  is  the  fineft  Place,  and  the  bcl^   boil  of  Louijiana.    M.  de 
Meu/e^  to  whom  it  was  granted,  has  done  nothing  here  yet ;  Ne- 
vcrthelefs  he  keeps  here  a  Direftor,  who  has  neither  Men  nor 
Merchandize. 
The  5th  we  Hopped  to  dine  at  a  Place  which  they  call  the 
Defcrittion    of    ^^^P'^'"*^^^*  ^"^  which  is  but  three  Leagues 
the  Chapitoulas       ^i^^^it  '^on*  ^^^  Orleans^   where  we  a*  ived 
"^  '     at  Five  in  the  Evening.    The  Chapitoulas^ 

and  fome  neighbouring  Habitations,  are  in  very  good  Condition. 
The  Soil  is  fruitful,  and  it  is  fallen  into  the  Hands  of  People 
that  are  Ikilful  and  laborious.  They  are  the  Sieur  du  Breuil  and 
three  Canadian  Brothers,  named  Chawvins,  The  laft  have  con- 
tributed nothing  but  their  Induftry,  which  was  perfedled  by  the 
NecefTity  of  labouring  for  a  Subfiftence.  They  have  loft  no 
Time,  they  have  fpared  no  Pains,  and  their  Example  is  a  Leflbn 
for  thofe  lazy  People,  whofe  Poverty  very  unjuftly  difparag^s  a 
Country  which  will  render  a  hundred-fold  of  whatever  is  fowcd 

in  it-  ,  J  ^ 
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Journey  from  New  Orleans  to  the  Mouth  of  the  Mississippi  : 
Defer  I pt  ion  of  this  Ri'vir  quite  to  the  Sea^  Rifexiom  on  the 
Grants. 


Toulouse  Island,  a;  La  Balise  (theYivoYy  erSEA 
Maek)    January  26. 
Madam, 

THE  Environs  of  Ne-w  Orkans  have  nothing  very  remarka- 
ble. I  did  not  find  this  City  fo  well  Atuated  as  I  had  been 
told.  Others  are  not  of  the  fame  Opinion.  Thefe  are  thf  Rea- 
fons  on  which  their  Opinion  is  founded :  I  will  afterwards  ex- 
plain mine.  The  firfl:  is,  that  about  a  League  from  hence,  in- 
clining to  the  North  Eaft,  they  have  found  a  little  River,  which 
they  have  called  the  Bayouc  of  St.  John  (a),  which  at  the  End 
of  two  Leagues  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Lake  Pontchartrain, 
which  communicates  with  the  Sea  :  By  this  Means,  they  fay,  it 

(a)  Bayouc  in  the  Savage  Language-  figtViftcs  a  Rivulet. 
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is  eafy  to  keep  up  a  certain  Commerce  between  the  Capital  an4 
ta  Maubiky  Biloxiy  and  all  the  other  Pofts  which  we  poflefs  near 
the  Sea.     Thefecond  is,   that  below  this  City,  the  River  make$ 
a  great  Turn,  which  they  have  called  le  Detour  aux  Anglouy  (thf 
Englijh  Reach),  which  may   caufe  a   Retardment,  which  they 
judge  very  advantageous  to  prevent  a  Surprifc.     Thefc   Rca- 
fons  are  (pecious,  but  they  don't  appear  to  me  to  be  folid;   fpr 
in  the  firft  Place,  thofe  who  have  rcafoncd  in  this  Man;ier,  havf 
fuppofed  that  the  Entrance  of  the  River  could  receive  none  but 
fmall  Veflcls  ;  therefore  in  this  Cafe,  what  is  there  to  he  feared 
from  a  Surprife,   if  the  .Town  is  ever  fo  little  fortified,    as  I 
fuppofe  in  my  Turn  it  will  be  foon  ?   Will  they  come  to  attack 
it  with  Boats,  or  with  Veflels  which  cannot  carry  Guns  ?  On  thjj 
other  Hand,  in  whatever  Place  the  City  is  fituatcd,  muft   hot 
the  Mouth  of  the  River  be  defended  by  good  Batteries,  and  by^ 
Fort,  which  will  at  leaft  give  Time  to  receive  Intelligence,  and 
to  kcap  themfelves  reader  to  receive  the  Enemy  ?     In  the  fecoiid 
Place,  what  Neceflitv  is  there  for  this  Communication,  which 
cannot  be  carried  on  But  by  Boats,  and  with  Pofts,  which  they 
cannot  fuccour  if  they  were  attacked ;  and   from  which  cojni*  . 
fequently   they  can  receive   but  weak  Succours,  which  for  thif 
moft  Part  are  good  for  nothing  :    I  add,  that   when  a   Veflei  \ 
muft  go  up  the  Englijh  Reach.,  they  muft  change  their  Wind  every 
Moment,   which  may  detain  them  whole  Weeks  to  make  feve^i 
eight  Leagues. 

A  little  below  AVxw  Orleans,  the  Land  begins  to  have  but  little 
L  'ttl   D  tth    f    ^^P^^  '^^  '^°^^  Sides  of  the  MiJ/iJ/fppiy  and  thi$ 
/--.._.....  i.;._.     goes  on  diminiihing  quite  to  the  Sea.    It  is  4  ' 
Point  of  Land,  which  does  not  appear  very  ■ 
antient ;  for  if  we  dig  ever  fo  little  in  it,  v/9 
find  Water;    and  the   Number  of  Shoals   and  little  lilands, 
which  we  have  feen  formed  within  twenty  years  paft  in  all  thp 
Mouths  of  the  River,  leave  no  Room  to  doubt  that  this  Slip  of  ( 
Land  was  formed  in  the  fame  Manner.     It  appears  certain,  that 
when    M.   de  la   Sale  came   down  the  MiJ/ijJtppi  quite  to   this 
Sea,  the  Mouth  of  this  River  was  not  the  fame  ^s  it  i$  a(  prc« 
fent. 

The  more  we  approach  the  Sea,  the  more  what  I  fay  appe^r^ 
evident:  The  Bar  has  fcarce  any  Water  in 
the  greateft  Part  of  thofe  Jittw  Outlets, 
which  the  River  has  opened  for  jtfelf,  an4 
which  arc  fo  much  encrcafed  only  by  the 
Means  of  the  Trees,  which  are  brought  down 
with  the  Current,  one  of  which  being  ftopt  by  its  Branches,  oj 
by  its  Roots,  in  a  Place  where  there  is  little  Depth,  llop$  g^ 
tiipufand  others.    I  have  fccn    Heaps  oi  thefe  2op   J^eaguei 
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from  hence,  one  of  which  alone  would  have  filled  all  the 
Wood- Yards  of  Paris.  Nothing  is  capable  of  removing  them, 
the  Mud  which  the  River  brings  down  ferves  them  for  a  Ce- 
ment, and  covers  them  by  Degrees  ;  every  Inundation  leaves  a 
new  Layer,  and  in  ten  Years  at  moll  the  Reeds  and  Shrubs  be- 
gin to  grow  upon  them.  Thus  have  been  formed  the  greateft  Part 
of  the  Points  and  Iflands,  which  make  the  River  fo  often  change 
its  Courfe. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  faid  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
l>  ^         former  Letter  concerning  the  prefent  State  of 

-Ki       r\  \  ^<?'W  Orleans.     The  truell  Idea  that  you  can 

New  Urleans.  c  r  -^    •     ..  r    ^  /  ir 

form  ot  It,  is  to  reprefent  to  yourlelf  two 

hundred  Perfons  that  are  fent  to  build  a  City,  and  who  are  en- 
camped on  the  Side  of  a  great  River,  where  they  have  thought 
of  nothing  but  to  Ihelter  themfelves  from  the  Injuries  of  the 
Air,  whilft  they  wait  for  a  Plan,  and  have  built  themfelves 
Houfes.  M.  de  Pau;erj  whom  I  have  ftill  the  Honour  to  ac- 
company, has  juft  now  fliewed  me  one  of  his  drawing.  It  is 
very  fine  and  very  regul;:r  ;  but  it  will  not  be  fo  eafy  to  exe- 
cute it,  as  it  was  to  trace  it  on  Paper.  We  fct  out  the  zzd  of 
yuiy  ijr  Bikxi,  wliich  is  the  Head-Quarters.  Between  Ne^v  Or- 
leans and  the  Sea  there  are  no  Grants :  they  would  have  too  lit- 
tle Depth  ;  there  are  only  fome  fmall  private  Habitations,  and 
fome  Magazines  for  the  great  Grants. 

Behind  one  of  thcfe  Habitations,  which  is  on  the  Right, 
immediately  below  the  Englijh  Reach,  there 
was  not  loag  fince  a  Village  of  the  Chaou- 
achusj  the  Ruins  of  which  I  vifited.  I  found 
nothing  entire  but  the  Cabin  of  the  Chief,  which  was  pretty 
much  like  the  Houfe  of  one  of  our  Peafants  in  France^  only 
with  this  DiiFerence,  that  it  had  no  Windows.  It  was  built  of 
Branches  of  Trees,  the  Vacancies  between  which  were  filled 
up  with  the  Leaves  of  Lattanier ;  the  Roof  was  of  the  fame 
Strudlure.  This  Chief  is  very  abfolute,  as  are  all  thofe  of  Flo' 
rie/a  ;  he  never  hunts  '^r  Jhoots  but  for  his  Diverfion,  for  his 
Subjeds  are  obliged  to  givt  him  Part  of  their  Game.  His  Vil- 
lage is  at  prefent  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River,  half  a  Lea tc 
lower,  .ind  the  Savages  have  tranfported  thither  even  to  the 
Bones  of  their  Dead. 

A  little  below  their  new  Habitation  the  Coaft  is  much  higher 
than  any  where  hereabout,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  they 
flioold  have  placed  the  City  there.  It  would  be  but  *wenty 
Leagues  from  the  Sea,  and  with  a  South  Wind,  or  a  moderate 
South  Eaft,  a  Ship  would  get  up  in  fifteen  Hours.  The  Night 
of  the  23d  we  quitted  the  Boat  which  had  brought  us  hither, 
and  embarked  in  a  Brigantine,  in  which  we  fell  down  with  the 
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Stream  all  Ni?ht.     The  next  Morning  by  Day- Break  we  had 
pafled  a  new  Cii-cult,  which  the  River  makes,  and  which  the/ 
call  the  Reach  of  the  Piakimines. 
We  found  ourfelves  foon  after  in  the  midft  of  the  PafTes  of 
OftheP/r    f   *^*  ^iffllFpph  where  it  requires  the  greateft 
tb  Miffiffo     '        Attention  to  work  the  Ship,  that  it  may  not 
"P  '  be  drawn  into  feme  one  of  them,  from  whence 

it  would  be  impoflible  to  recover  it.  The  greateft  Part  are  only 
little  Rivulets,  and  feme  are  even  only  feparated  by  Sand-Banks, 
which  are  almoft  level  with  the  Water.  It  is  the  Bar  of  the 
MijffiJJippi  which  has  fo  greatly  multiplied  thefe  PafTes ;  for  it  is 
ealy  to  conceive  by  the  Manner  in  which  I  have  faid  there  are 
formed  every  Day  nc«v  Lands,  how  the  River,  endeavouring  to 
efcape  by  where  it  finds  the  leafl  Refinance,  makes  itfelf  a  Paf- 
fage,  fometimes  one  Way  and  fometimes  another  ;  from  whence 
it  might  happen,  if  Care  was  not  taken,  that  none  of  thefe 
PafTages  would  be  practicable  for  VefTels.  The  Night  of  the 
24th  we  anchored  beyond  the  Bar,  over-aojainfl  la  Balife. 

The  contrary  Wind  keeping  us  flill  htre,  v,e  were  willing  to 
make  fome  Advantage  of  this  Delay.  Yeller- 
duy,  the  25th,  being  Sunday^  I  began  by 
finging  a  great  Mafs  in  the  Ifland,  which 
they  call  la  Balifey  on  Account  of  a  Sca- 
Mark  which  they  have  fet  up  for  the  Dircftion  of  Ships.  — 
I  afterwards  blelfed  it,  wc  named  it  Touloufe  IJIand,  and  we 
fang  the  TV  Demn.  This  Ifland  is  fcarce  more  than  half  a 
League  in  Compafs,  taking  in  alfo  another  Ifland  which  is  fe-> 
parated  from  it  by  a  Gutter,  where  there  is  always  Water.  On 
the  other  Hand  it  is  very  low,  excepting  only  one  Place,  where 
the  Floods  never  come,  and  where  there  is  Room  enough  to 
build  a  Fort  and  fome  Magazines.  They  might  unload  Vefreli 
here,  which  could  net  eufily  pafs  the  Bar  with  their  whole 
Lading. 

iVl.  de  Pauger  founded  this  Place  with  the  Lead,  and  found 

«  ,  «    .  the  Bottom  pretty  hard,  and  of  Clay,  tho' 

i^ait  bprinxs.         ^j^^^.^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  j^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  jj^^j^  Springs 

but  which  yield  little  Water;  this  Wstcr  leaves  on  the  Sand 
a  very  fine  Salt.  When  the  River  is  lowefl,  that  is  tofaj^  durirg 
the  three  hottefl  Months  of  the  Year,  the  Water  is  fait  round 
this  Ifland  :  In  the  Time  of  the  Floods,  it  is  quite  frefh,  and 
the  River  preferves  its  Frefhnefs  a  good  League  in  the  Sea.  At 
all  other  Times  it  is  a  little  faltifh  beyond  the  Bar.  Therefore 
it  is  entirely  a  Fable,  which  has  been  reported,  that  for  twenty 
Leagues  the  Mijpjftp^i  does  not  mix  its  Waters  wi^h  thofe  of  the 
Sea. 

M.  Pau' 
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M?/tbtytZ"ml    l?""^!"g  *"4  difcovering  the  only^Mouth  of 
fiffiDDi  River  whica  is  navigable  ;  and  thefe  are 

^'^  '  cxaftly  our  Obfervations  on  the  State  in  which 

we  found  it,  for  T  <lo  not  anfwer  for  the  Changes  which  may 
happen  in  it.     It  run:  North  Weft  and  South  Eaft  the  Space  of 
three  hundred  Fathom,  in  goin^  up  from  the  open  Sea  quite  to 
the  Ifland  of  Touloufty  over-againil  which  there  are  three  little 
i/Iands,  which  have  yet  nothing  growing  on  them,  though  they 
are  pretty  high.     In  all  this  Interval,  its  Breadth  is  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Fathom,  its  Depth  is  eighteen  Feet  in  the  Mivi- 
dle^  the  Bottom  foft  Oofe  :  But  we  mull  navigate  here  with  the 
Sounding- Line  in  Hand,  when  we  are  not  ufcd  to  the  Channel. 
From  hence  going  upwards,  we  make  ftill  the  North  Well  for 
four  hundred  Fathom,  at  the  End  of  which  there  is  ftill  fifteen 
Feet  Water,  the  fame  Bottom;  and  it  is  to  be  obferved  that 
every  where  the  Anchorage  is  fafe,  and  that  we  are  flieltered 
from  all  the  Winds  but  the  South  and  the  South  EaP:,  which 
fnay,  when  they  are  violent,  make  the  Ships  drive  with  their 
Anchors,  but  without  Danger,  becaufe  they  would  run  on  the 
Bar,  which  is  a  foft  Oofe  :    Then  we  make  the  North  Weil 
by  North  Eaft  for  five  hundred  Fathom.     This  is  properly  the 
Bar,  twelve  Feet  Water,  mean  Depth  ;  we  muft  alfo  work  here 
with  great  Attention,  for  we  meet  with  many  Banks :  This  Bar 
is  two  hundred  and  fifty  Fathom  wide  between  low  Lands  tha» 
are  covered  with  Reeds. 
In  the  Pafs  of  the  Eajiy    which  is  immediately  above,  we 
c\  u     V  fr  make  full  Weft  for  a  League  :  It  is  two  hun- 

Uiher  fajjes.         ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  Fathom  wide,  and  from  four  to 

fifteen  Feet  in  Depth.  Then  all  at  once  we  find  no  Bottom.  In 
taking  again  the  great  Pafs  at  coming  off  the  Bar,  we  make 
again  the  North  Weft  the  Space  of  three  hundred  Fathom,  and 
we  have  always  here  45  Feet  Water.  We  leave  on  the  Right 
the  Pafs  of  Sem-vob,  by  which  Boats  may  go  to  Bilexit  making 
the  North  :  This  Place  took  its  Name  from  an  Officer,  whom 
M.  d*  Iberville  made  Commandant  in  the  Colony  upon  his  Re- 
turn to  France. 

Then  we  muft  return  to  the  Weft  and  by  North  Weft  for  fifty 
Fathom,  and  in  a  Kind  of  Bay,  which  we  leave  on  the  Left;  at 
the  End  of  this  Space  there  are  three  Pafles,  one   ;3  the  South 
South  Eaft,    another  to  the  South,   and  a  third   to  the  Weft 
South  Weft.  This  Bay  is  notwithftanding  only  ten  Fatfhom  deep, 
and  tu/cnty  wide  ;  but  thefe  Pafles  have  little  Water.     We  con- 
tinue to  follow  the  fame  Rhumb  of  the  Wind,  and  at  fifty  Fa- 
thom farther  there  is  on  the  fame  Hand  a  fecond  Bay,  which  is 
twenty  Fathom  wide,  and  fifty  deep.  It  contain*  two  little  Pafles, 

which 


rrawh  in  IJorth  Ammca.  _    ^ 

over-againft  the  Pals  a  la  ^^"^^J/^^^Ji;  for  Pettiaugres.    Then 

"  I  think  it  would  be  bf  JJ^X '  «o»W  be  cafier  ;  to  effcft 

one,  andnotning      „,,:j,  , he  floating  Treei 

Mtam  of.  open-    this  we  need  only  gui  Ri,,„  is  almoft 

i„S  the  frincipal    ;„„  ,hem,  with  w^ch  m        .^  ^^^,^  j.^,_ 

P»;:-.  always  covered.    F^"™  "     ,^5  River,  not 

Zi  the  colony   -m»rF"fes  .  -   .^^^  being  united    -   o^ 
Si;r::nH  tpe'^n  "^^  «  le  tl  Poin" 'c J  off.  which    . 

£ran?:^^^/5^^^'------"'r'7h 

be  very  difficult.  ,  ^  of  the  RWer  between  the 

As  to  what  concerns  the  Breadth  oi  ^^^^  ^ea 

AS  to  wn  ^^^^  „  ,0  Jay,  lor  ^^  ^^^ 

5.W/^  of  the     from  the  Ifl^^^/^/j^f  J^^i  than  fifty  Fa- 
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alfo  .-ncrcafes  from  the  Bar  upwards,  which  is  the  Reverfe  of 
all  other  Rivers,  which  are  commonly  the  deeper  the  nearer 
they  come  to  the  Sea. 

It  would  be  here  a  proper  Place,  Madam,  to  entertain  you 
with  the  Caufes  of  the  Failure  of  thofe  numerous  Giants,  whicli 
have  made  fo  much  Noife  in  France^  and  on  which  fo  many  Pcr- 
fons  had  built  fuch  mighty  Hopes  ;  but  I  had  rather  refer  this 
to  our  firft  Interview,  and  confine  myfclf  at  prefent  to  communi- 
cate to  you  my  Thoughts  of  the  Method  that  Perfons 
ihould  purfue  in  fettling  in  this  Country,  if  the  bad  Succefs  of  fo 
rjany  Efforts,  and  of  fuch  large  Sums  advanced  to  no  Purpofe, 
does  not  r  tirely  ♦^  fgul  our  Nation. 

ItappCi  ,  tc        inat  the  Habitations  ought  not  to  be  placed 
^,  '^n  the  Side  of  the  River  ;  but  I  would  have 

vyhm  U:,:  ,.  -      ^^gj^  removed  higher  up  the  Country,  at  leafl 

yT'/"*^^'     ■*    a  '  "»rter  of  a  League,  or  even  half  a  League. 
«  p  wea.  J  ^^  ^^j  ignorant  that  it  is  polTible  to  be 

fretd  from  the  Inconveniencies  of  the  common  Floods,  by  mak- 
ing good  Ditches  ;  but  I  think  it  is  a  great  Inconvenience  to 
build  npon  a  Soil,  where  if  you  dig  ever  fo  little,  you  immedi- 
ately find  Water ;  and  of  Confequence  one  can  have  no  Cellars. 
I  am  alfo  of  Opinion,  that  they  would  be  great  by  Gainers  leav- 
ing the  Lands  all  open  to  the  annual  Inundation  of  the  River. 
The  Mud  that  fettles  on  them,  when  the  Waters  are  gone  ofl", 
renews  and  enriches  them  :  One  might  employ  a  Part  of  them  in 
Pafturage,  the  other  might  be  fown  with  Rice,  Pulfe,  and  in  ge- 
neral with  every  Thing  that  requires  rich  and  wet  Lands.  In 
Time  wc  fhould  fee  on  both  Sides  the  M/^/^///  nothing  but  Gar- 
dens, Orchards  and  Meadows,  which  would  be  fuffic'ent  to  feed 
the  People,  and  would  fupply  Matter  for  an  ufeful  Commerce  with 
our  Iflands,  and  the  other  neighbouring  Colonies.  In  fhort,  { 
think  I  could  anfwer  for  it,  having  landed  twice  or  thrice  everv 
Dav  as  I  came  down  the  River,  that  almoft  every  where,  at  a 
little  Diftanee  from  the  Sides,  we  may  find  high  Grounds,  where 
we  might  build  on  a  folid  Foundation,  and  where  Wheat 
would  grow  very  well,  when  they  have  given  Air  to  the  Country 
by  thinning  the  Woods. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  Navigation   of  the  River,  it   will 
rv.^    ,      .  always  be  difficult  when  we  are  to  £0  up  it, 

njhlfiT   b^R-      ^^^^^"^'^   °(  '^*   ^xrtv^gl\i   of   the   Current, 
<i}~^    '"^  which  obliges   us  even   in  going   down  to 

be  very  cautious,  often  bears  upon  Points 
that  run  out,  and  upon  Shoals  ;  fo  that  to  navigate  it  faklyt 
we  muil  have  VefTels  that  have  both  Sails  and  Oars.  More- 
over,  as  we. cannot  go  forward  at  Night  when  it  is  cloudy, 
{hde Voyages  will  be  always  very  tedious  and  expenilvjC,  at  lea 4 


From  ivhcnce 
proceeds  the  ivrong 
Notion  ijuhich  they 
have  in  Fiance  o/" 
this  Country. 


f^avels  in  North  yim erica,  .^39 

till  the  Borders  of  the  River  have  Settlements  near  each  other, 
on  the  whole  Extent  of  the  Country,  that  is  between  the  Illimis 
and  the  Sea. 
Such,  Madam,  is  this  Country  which  they  have  fo  much 
taliced  of  in  France  for  fome  Years,  and  of 
which  few  People  have  a  jull  Idea.  We  have 
not  been  the  firft  Europeant  to  acknowledge 
the  Goodnefs  of  it,  and  to  negleft  it.  Fer- 
dinand dt  Soto  run  over  it  for  three  whole  Years, 
and  his  Hiftorian  CaJ  could  not  forgive 
him  for  not  having  made  a  folid  Settlement  here.  "  Where  could 
"  he  go,  fays  he,  to  do  better  ?'* 

Indeed  I  never  heard  Louifiana  lightly  fpoken  of,  but  by  three 
Sorts  of  People  that  have  been  in  the  Country,  and  whofe  Tef- 
timony  is  certainly  to  be  rejefted.  The  firft  are  the  Mariners, 
who  from  the  Road  of  Ship  IJland^  or  Ifle  Dauphin^  could  fee 
nothing  but  that  liland  quite  covered  with  a  barren  Sand,  and  the 
ftill  more  fandy  Coaft  of  Biloxi^  and  who  fuffered  themfelves  to- 
be  perfuaded  that  the  Entrance  of  the  MiffiJJippi  was  impaflable 
for  Ships  of  a  certain  Bulk,  or  that  it  was  neceflary  to  go 
Leagues  up  this   River    to  find  a  Place  that   >vas  habiir 


le 
oaU 
nd 


They  would  have  been  quite  of  another  Opinion,  if  the' 
have  miftrufted  thofe  wno  talked  to  them  in  this  Mant  ^ 
have  difcovered  the  Motives  which  induced  them  fo  to  do. 

The  zd  Sort  are  poor  Wretches,  who  being  driven  ort  'if  F  tame 
for  theirCrimes,  or  bad  Conduft,  true  or  falfe,  or  wh  fh"*her 
to  ftiun  the  Purfuitof  their  Creditors,  have  engaged  therufelves 
in  the  Troops  and  in  the  Grants.  Both  the(e  looking  upon 
this  Country  as  a  Place  of  Baniftiment;  are  difgufted  at  every 
Thing.  They  do  not  intereft  themfelves  in  the  Succefs  of  a  Colo- 
ny, of  which  they  are  Members  againft  their  Inclination,  and  the/ 
concern  themfelves  very  little  about  the  Advantages  which  it  may 
procure  for  the  State  :  The  greateft  Part  of  them  are  not  even 
capable  of  perceiving  thefe  Advantages. 

The  third  Sort  are  thofe,  who  having  feen  nothing  but  Pover- 
ty in  a  Country  on  which  exceflive  Expences  have  been  beftowed, 
attribute  to  it  without  Refleflion  what  we  ought  entirely  to  caft 
on  the  Incapacity,  or  on  the  Negligence,  of  thofe  who  had  the 
Care  of  fettling  it.  You  alfo  know  very  well  the  Reafons  they 
had,  to  publifh  that  Louijiana  contained  great  Treafures,  and  that 
it  brougnt  us  near  the  famous  Mines  of  St.  Barhty  and  other  ftill 
richer,  from  which  they  flattered  themfelves  thev  Ihould  eafily 
drive  away  the  PofTeflbrs ;  and  becaufe  thefe  idle  Stories  had 
gained  Credit  with  fome  ftUy  People,  inftead  of  imputing  to 


(•)  Garcifaji  dt  k  Vtga\  Hiftory  of  the  Con^ueft  of  Fhr'tda. 
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themfelves  the  Error,  in  which  ihey  were  engaged  by  their  foo- 
li(h  Credulity,  they  have  difcharged  their  Spleen  on  the  Coun- 
try,  where  they  have  found  nothing  of  what  had  been  promifed 
them.  /  am*  ice. 


LETTER    XXXII. 


Dt/cription  of  the  Biloxi  ;  Of  the  Cassine,  or  Apalachine  : 
Of  the  Myrtle  Wax  :  Of  Mavhile  :  Of  the  TchmSlas :  Of  the  Bay 
of  St.  Bernard.  Voyage  from  BiLOxi  to  New  Orleans  hy 
the  Lakeof  Pontchartrain. 


Madam, 


On  Board  /^^  A  d  o  u  r  ,  April  5 . 


THE  26th,  after  having  clofed  my  Letter,  I  embarked,  and 
we  prepared  to  fail  ;  but  after  we  had  made  one  Tack  to 
the  South,   the  Wind  coming  againft  us  obliged  us  to  return  to 

Arrival  at  Bi-    ?"^  Anchorage,  and  to  remain  there  the  two 
Jqj^j  following  Days.     The  25th  we  weighed  An- 

'  chor  early   in  the  Morning,  but  the  Wind 

was  fo  weak,  and  the  Sea  ran  fo  high,  that  in  twenty- four 
Hours  we  made  but  fourteen  Leagues,  which  was  but  half  the 
Way  we  had  to  go.  The  30th  we  had  neither  the  Wind  more 
favourable,  nor  the  Sea  more  calm  till  towards  four  in  the  Af- 
ternoon, when  a  Shower  of  Rain  cleared  up  the  Weather,  which 
was  very  thick,  and  calmed  the  Sea  :  But  after  an  Hour  or  two 
,the  Mid  returned,  and  became  fo  thick,  that  not  being  able  to  fee 
how  to  fleer  our  Veflel,  we  came  to  an  Anchor.  The  next  Day 
^s  the  Fog  did  not  difperfe,  M.  de  P auger  and  I  went  into  the 
Boat,  to  gain  the  Road  of  Uljle  aux  Vaijfeaux  (Shit  IJland)  ;  we 
yifited  there  fome  Ships  of  prance,  and  we  got  tack  to  Biloxi 
8J>0uL  five  in  the  Afternoon, 
I  All  this  Coall  is  extremely  flat ;  Merchant  Ships  cannot  come 

n /•  ^4'      /-.I      nearer  it  than  four  Leagues,  &  the  fmalleftBri- 

r.a^T  T.L      gantine  than  two :  And  even  thefe  are  obliged 
J3  ««^  of  the    ^^  g^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^j^g^  ^^^  ^j^ J  jj  j^^j.^^  ^^ 

North- Weft,  or  elfe  they  find  themfelves  on 
Ground;  as  it  happened  the  Night  before  I  debarked.  The 
Road  is  the  whole  Length  of  Ship  ijland,  which  extends  a  fmall 
League  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  but  has  very  little  Breadth.  To  the 
£aft  of  thi:s  Ifland  is  Dauphin  IJland,  formerly  called Ma^rr^  IJland, 
where  there  was  a  tolerable  Port*  which  a  Ouft;  of  Wind  (hut  up 
in  two  Hours,  a  little  more  than  a  Year  ago,  by  filling  the  En- 
trance 
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trance  of  it  with  Sand.  To  the  Weft  of  Ship  IJlaud  lie  one  be- 
hind the  other,  the  Ifland  da  Chats  or  de  Bienville^  the  Ifland  a 
Corne,  and  the  Ifles  de  la  Chandehur. 

What  they  call  the  Biloxi  is  the  Coaft  of  the  Main  Land,  which 
n /•  A.-  r*L  is  to  the  North  of  the  Road.  This  is  the  Name 
Defmpttonoftht     ^^  ^   ^^^j^^   ^^  Savages  which  were  fettled 

*  °^^'  there  formerly,  but  who  are  now  retired  to- 

wards the  North  Weft,  on  the  Borders  of  a  little  River,  called 
the  Ri'verof  Pearlsy  becaufc  they  have  found  in  it  a  poor  Sort  of 
Pearls.  They  could  not  have  chofen  a  worfe  Situation  for  the 
General  Quarters  of  the  Colony  ;  for  it  can  neither  receive  any 
Sucours  from  the  Ships,  nor  give  them  any  for  the  Reafons  I  have 
mentioned.  Befides  this,  the  Road  has  two  great  Faults ;  the  An- 
chorage is  not  good,  and  it  is  full  of  Worms,  which  damage  all 
the  Ships  :  The  only  Service  it  is  of,  is  to  (helter  the  Ships  from 
a  fudden  Guftof  Wind,  when  they  come  to  difcover  the  Mouth  of 
the  MiJJtJ/ippiy  which  having  only  low  Lands,  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  approach  in  bad  Weather,  without  having  firft  dif« 
covered  it. 

The  Biloxi  is  not  more  valuable  for  its  Land,   than  for  its  Sea. 

nr*L  n  (T  ^'  **  nothing  but  Sand,  and  there  grows  there 

u/  the  L^alUne.     j.^^j^  ^^^^^^^  p. ^^^^  ^^^  Cedars.  The  Caftne,  o. 

therwife  called  Apalachiney  alfo  grows  there  every  where  in  Plenty, 
It  is  a  very  fmall  Shrub,  the  Leaves  of  which,  infufcd  like  thofc 
of  Tea,  pafs  for  a  good  Diffblvent,  and  an  excellent  Sudorific  ; 
but  its  principal  Quality  is  diuretic.  The  Spaniards  ufe  it 
in  all  Florida  \  it  is  even  their  common  Drink.  It  began  to  be 
ufed  in  Paris  when  I  left  it  ;  but  we  were  then  in  a  bad  Time 
for  new  Trials  ;  they  dropt  as  fuddenly  as  they  were  taken  up. 
Neverthelefs,  I  know  that  feveral  Perfons  who  have  ufed  Apala* 
ihinct  praife  it  greatly. 

There  are  two  Kinds,  which  differ  only  in  the  Size  of  the 
Leaves.  Thofe  of  the  large  Sort  are  above  an  Inch  long,  the 
others  are  little  more  than  half  that  Length.  In  Shape  and  Sub- 
ftance  they  are  much  like  the  Leaves  of  Box,  except  that  they  are 
rounder  at  the  Ends,  and  of  a  brighter  Green.  The  Name  of 
Aptdachine^  which  we  have  given  to  this  Shrub,  comes  from  the 
Apalachesy  a  People  of  Florida^  from  whom  the  Spaniards  learnt  its 
Ufe,  and  this  is  their  Manner  of  preparing  it. 

They  fet  on  the  Fire  in  an  earthen  Pot  a  certain  Quantity  of 
Leaves,  and  they  let  them  parch  in  it  till  their  Colour  becomet 
rs.'ddi(h,  then  they  pour  boiling  Water  on  them  gently,  till  the 
Pot  is  full.  This  Water  takes  the  Colour  of  the  Leaves,  and 
it  froths  when  it  is  poured  out  like  Beer.  They  drink  it  as  hot  at 
poftible,  and  the  Savages  would  fooner  go  without  eatinq^,  than 
aUfs  drinking  it  Night  and  Morning;  they  think  they  ftiould  be 
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iick  if  they  went  without  it,  and  it  is  faid  the  Spaniards  havr 
the  fame  Notion. 

Half  an  Hour  after  they  have  taken  it,  it  begins  to  pafs  off, 
ind  this  lalh  an  Hour.  It  is  hard  to  conceive  how  a  Drink, 
which  pades  fo  foon  through  the  Body,  can  be  fo  noiiriihing  ;ii 
they  fay  it  is :  It  is  eafier  to  comprehend  that  it  may  clcaiifc 
>way  whatever  hinders  the  FafTage  of  the  Urine,  and  caufcs 
Pifeafes  of  the  Reins.  When  the  Savages  would  purge  thcm- 
felvcs,  they  mix  Sea  Water  with  it,  md  this  produces  great  Eva- 
cuations ;  but  if  the  Dofc  of  Sea  Water  is  too  ftrong,  it  may  kill 
them  }  and  this  is  noi  without  Example.  I  have  fcen  it  taken  in 
Trance  without  fo  much  ado  in  preparing  it,  and  in  the  Man- 
ner one  makes  Tea,  but  only  doubling  the  Quantity,  and  tnak- 
Ing  it  boil  near  half  an  Quarter  of  an  Hour;  ana  I  make  no 
Poubt  but  that  it  has  then  -k  great  EfTefl. 

They  find  here  alfo  a  Kind  of  Myrtle  with  lacge  Leaves, 
f\r  *u  Tui  tl  which  I  knew  already  was  very  common  on 
cy  iht  myrtle  ^^^  Coaftof  Acadia,  and  of  the  Englijh  Cole, 
nies  on  this  Continent.  Some  give  it  the 
Name  of  Laurel,  but  they  are  miAaken  :  Its  Leaves  have  the 
Smell  of  Myrtle,  and  the  Englilh  always  call  it  the  Candle  Myrtle, 
This  Shrub  bears  a  little  Grain,  which  being  thrown  into  boil- 
ing Water,  fwims  upon  it,  and  becomes  a  green  Wax,  lefs  fat 
Sinamore  brittle  than  that  of  Bees,  but  as  good  to  burn.  The  on- 
ly Inconvenience  they  have  found  in  it  is,  that  it  breaks  too  eafily, 
but  they  might  mix  it  with  another  Wax  extremely  liquid,  which 
they  get  in  the  Woods  of  the  Iflands  of  America  ;  which 
It^wever  is  not  neceffary,  unlefs  they  want  to  make  large  Ta- 
pers, I  have  feen  Candles  made  of  it,  which  gave  its  good  a 
!i.ighf,  and  which  laded  as  long  as  our^s.  Our  Mifiionar^es  of  the 
Ivleighbourhood  of  Acadia  mix  Suet  with  it,  which  makes  them 
apt  to  run»  becaufe  the  Suet  does  not  mix  well  with  this  Wax. 

The  Sieur  Alexandre,  who  is  here  in  the  Service  of  the  Compa- 
sy  In  the  Quality  of  Surgeon  and  Botanifi,  mixes  nothing  with 
it>and  his  Candles  have  not  this  Fault  ;  their  Light  is  foft  and 
irery  clear,  and  the  Smoke  they  make  when  they  are  blown  out, 
ias  a  Smell  of  Myrtle  very  agreeable.  He  is  in  Hopes  of  finding 
a  Way  to  blanch  them,  and  he  fhewed  me  a  Mafs  of  it,  which 
was  above  half  blanched  (a).  He  fays,  that  if  they  would  al- 
low bim  five  or  fix  of  thofe  Slaves,  who  are  leaft  fit  for  the  com- 
mon Labours,  to  gather  the  Grain  in  the  Seafon ;  he  could  make 
Waxcaough  to  load  a  Ship  every  Year. 


\ 


(fa)  This  has  not  been  followed,  as  is  faid,  becaufe  this  Wax  is  confide - 
i^i;^  altered  in  blanching. 
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At  thirteen  or  fourteen  Leagues  from  the  Bi/exit  inclininj;  totho 

nr^L  ui     k'l        ^*^»  ^*  ""^  *^*  River  of  the  MauhiUt  which 
Uftbe  MauDile.     ^^^ ^  ^^^^  j,^^  j^^^.^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^ ^j^ 

of  which  is  over-againft  Dauphin  IJlanH*  It  rifes  in  the  Country 
of  the  Chicachmsy  and  its  Courfe  is  about  a  hundred  and  thirty 
Leagues.  Its  Bed  is  very  narrow,  and  it  winds  much,  which 
does  not  hinder  its  being  very  rapid.  But  there  ;:re  fcarce  any 
but  the  little  Pettiaugres  that  can  go  up  it  when  the  Waters  are 
low.  We  have  on  this  River  a  Fort,  which  has  been  a  long 
Time  the  principal  Pod  of  the  Colony ;  yet  the  Lands  are  not 
good,  but  its  Situation  near  the  Spaniardt  made  it  convenient 
ror  trading  with  them,  and  this  was  all  they  fought  for  at  that 
Time. 

It  is  reported,  that  at  fome  Leagues  beyond  the  Fort» 
they  have  difcovered  a  Quarry ;  if  this  is  true,  and  the  Quarry 
abounds  with  Stone,  it  may  prevent  the  entire  Dcfertion  ot  this 
Port,  which  many  Inhabitants  Vgin  to  forfake,  being  un- 
willing to  cultivate  an^  longer  a  Soil  which  does  not  anfwer 
the  Pains  they  take  to  improve  it.  Neverthclefs,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  they  will  eafily  refolve  to  evacuate  the  Fort  of  Maw 
bilty  though  it  fhould  ferve  only  to  keep  in  our  Alliance  the 
Tchafiast  a  numerous  People,  who  make  us  a  neceflary  Bafiier 
againll  the  Ch'cachas^  and  againll  the  Savages  bordering  on 
Carolina.  GarcilaJJh  de  la  Vega^  in  his  Hillory  of  Florida^  fpeaks 
of  a  Village  called  Mauvilla^  which  no  doubt  gave  its  Name  to 
the  River,  and  to  the  Nation  that  was  fettled  on  its  Borders. 
Thefe  Mawvilians  were  then  very  powerful ;  at  prefent  there  are 
hardly  any  Traces  left  of  them. 

They  are  at  prefent  engaged  in  feeking  to    the  Weft  of 

Of  th   B     St      *^^  ^'JPf^PP'*  a  Place  fit  to  make  a  SettU- 
Be        d       ^      *     "'^"'»  which  may  bring  us  nearer  to  Mexico  ; 

rnara,  ^^^  ^^^^  think  they  have  found  it  at  a  hun- 

dred Leagues  from  the  Mouth  of  the  River,  in  a  Bay  which 
bears  the  Name  fometimes  of  St.  Magdalen^  and  fometimos  of  St» 
Louist  but  oftencr  that  of  St.  Bernard.  It  receives  many  Rivers, 
fome  of  which  are  pretty  largo,  and  it  was  there  that  M.  dg  la 
Sale  landed,  when  he  mifled  the  Mouth  of  the  MiJJiJJippi.  A 
Brigantine  has  been  fent  lately  thitherto  reconnoitre  it,  but  they 
found  there  fome  Savages,  who  appear  little  difpofed  to  re- 
ceive us,  an  d  whom  they  did  not  treat  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
to  gain  them  to  us.  I  alfo  hear  that  the  Spaniards  have 
very  lately  prevented  this  Defign,  by  fettling  there  before 
us. 

There  is  in  Truth  fomething  more  prefllng,  aud  better  to  be 
done,  than  this  Enterprise.  I  know  that  Commerce  is  the  Soul 
x>f  Colonie;$y  and  that  they  are  of  no  Ufe  to  fuch  a  |Cingderr.  as 
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our's  but  for  this  End,  and  to  hinder  our  Neighbours  from  grow- 
ing too  powerful ;  but  if  they  do  not  begin  by  cultivating  the 
Lands,  Commerce,  after  having  enriched  fome  private  Perfons, 
will  foon  drop,  and  the  Colony  will  not  be  eftablilhed.  The 
Neighbourhood  of  the  Spaniards  may  have  its  Ufe,  but  let  us 
leave  it  to  them  to  approach  us  as  much  as  they  will,  we  are 
not  in  a  Con  lition,  and  we  have  no  Need,  to  extend  ourfelves 
farther.  Th  jy  are  peaceable  enough  in  this  Country,  an*^  they 
will  never  be  ftron>  enough  to  give  us  any  Uneafinefs.  It  is 
not  even  their  Intereft  to  drive  us  out  of  this  Country  ;  and  if 
they  do  not  comprehend  it  yet,  they  will  without  Doubt  foon 
be  fenfible  that  they  cannot  have  a  better  Barrier  againU  the 
Engltp  than  Louijiana, 
The  Heat  was  already  very  troublefome  at  the  Biloxi  in  the 
♦  _.,     ^..  >,    Middle  of  Marcbt  and  I  judgt  that  when  the 

L  -a'\     ''"^^  '        ^'*"  ^**  ^^^^  heated  the  Sand  on  which  we 
the  Uiioxi.  ^^j,^  j^^j.^^  ^^g  Heat  muft  be  exceflive.   They 

fay  indeed  that  without  the  Breeze,  which  rifes  pretty  regularly 
every  Dav  between  nine  and  ten  in  the  Morning,  and  continues 
till  Sun-f2t,  it  would  beimpoflible  to  live  here.  The  Mouth  of 
the  MiJpJJippi  is  in  29°  Latitude,  and  the  Coaft  of  the  Biloxi  is  in 
thirty.  We  had  here  in  the  Month  of  February  fome  cold  Wea- 
ther, when  the  Wind  blew  from  the  North  and  North  Weft, 
.btl:  it  did  not  laft  lone  ;  and  it  was  even  followed  by  gn^at 
Heats,  with  Thunder  and  Lightening,  and  Storms ;  fo  that  in  the 
Morning  we  were  in  Winter,  and  in  the  Afternoon  in  Summer, 
with  fomifniall  Intervals  of  Spring  and  Autumn  between  both. 
The  Breeze  comes  generally  from  the  Eaft :  When  it  comes 
from  the  South,  it  is  onlv  a  reflefted  Wind,  which  if  much  lefs 
refrelhing ;.  but  it  is  ftill  a  Wind,  and  when  it  fans  entirely 
there  is  no  breathing. 
The  24th  of  March  I  departed  from  the  Biloxi,  where  I  had  been 
-^  ftopt   by  a  Jaundice,   which  held  me  above 

Departure  Jrom    ^  Month,  and  I   returned   to  Neiu  Orleans^ 
the  liiloxi.  where  I  was  to  embark  in  a  Pink  belonging 

to  the  Company,  named  the  Adour.  I  made  this  Voyage  in  a 
Pettiaugre,  and  I  never  yet  made  one  more  difagreeablc.  Five 
Leagues  from  the  Biloxi,  the  Weft  Wind,  which  in  three  Hours 
brought  me  there,  gave  Place  to  a  Sonth  Wind  fo  violent,  that 
I  was  obliged  to  ftop.  I  had  fcarce  i  imc  to  fet  up  my  Tent, 
before  we  were  overflowed  with  a  Deluge  of  Rain,  accompanied 
with  Thunder. 

Two  little  Veflels  that  fet  out  with  me,  were  willing  to  take 

Advantage  of  the  Wind,  which  carried  them   a  great  Way  in  a 

few  Hours,   and  I  was  very  forry  that  I  could  not  do  the  fame, 

but  I  foon  heard   that  their  Fate  defervcd  rather  Pity   than 
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Envy:  The  firft  was  in  continual  Danger  of  being  loft,  and  her 
Pariengers  arrived  at  New  Orleans  rather  dead  than  alive.  The 
other  was  run  a-ground  about  half  Way,  and  five  P'drfons  were 
drowned  in  a  Me?dow,  of  which  the  Storm  had  made  a  Lake. 
The  Wind  contirued  all  Night  with  the  fame  Vidence,  and 
the  Rain  did  not  ceafe  till  the  next  Day  at  Noon.  Ic^gan 
again  at  Night,  and  continued  till  bay,  with  Thunder. 
When  we  fail  in  Sight  of  this  Coaft,  it  appears  very  plea- 
nir       .  •  fant,   but  when  we  come  nearer  it  is  not  the 

"    ^^  *  the  Biloxit  and  we  find    on   it  only    poor 

Woods.  I  obferved  here  a  Kind  of  Sorrel,  which  has  the  tame 
Tafte  as  our's,  but  the  Leaves  of  which  are  narrower;  .And  which 
caufes,  as  they  fay,  the  Bloodv-Flux.  There  Is  alfo  in  thefe 
Parts  a  Kind  of  A(h,  which  they  call  Boi$  d^ Amourette  (Lovers 
WoodJt  the  Bark  of  which  is  full  of  Prickles,  and  pafles  for 
a  fovereign  Remedy,  and  very  fpeedy  aeainft  the  Tootn-Ach. 

The  26th  it  rained  all  the  Day,  ancT  tho'  the  Sea  yvas  calm, 
we  made  little  Way.  We  got  a  little  farther  the  27:11,  but  the 
following  Night  we  went  out  of  our  Courfe  above  the  iflandof 
Pearls.  The  next  Day  we  went  and  encamped  at  the  £ntran6e 
of  Lake  Pontchartraifiy  having  left  a  little  before  on  the  ^ight 
the  River  of  Pearht  which  has  three  Mouths.  The  Sepc/ation  of 
thefe  three  Branches  is  at  four  Leagues  from  the  Set,  and  the 
iiloxies  are  a  little  above  it. 

In  the  Afternoon  we  croffed  the  Lake  of  Pmtchartrasn :  This 

tif  *u  t  L  r  Traverfe  is  feven  or  eight  Leagues,  and  at 
T»  ^ '^'/f*^  V  Midnight  we  entered  the  Bayouc  of  St.  John. 
Pontchartrain.        ^^^^^  ^j^^  ^^.^^  navigated  this  Lake,  jfound 

it,  as  thqr  fay,  fo  full  of  Caimans,  that  uiey  could  fcar(ie  give  a 
StroHc  or  the  Oar  without  hitting  onel    They  are  at  prefent  very 
fcarce  in  it,   and  we  only  faw  fomc  Traces  of  them  ait  our  en- 
camping;  for  thefe  Animals  lay  their  Eggs  on  the  Land. — Af- 
ter t  had  refted  myfelfalittle  at  coming  out  of  the  Lake,  I 
purfuedmy  Way  by  Land,  and  I  arrived  at  New  Orleans  before 
Day. 
The  Jdour  was  gone  from  thence,  but  not  far,  and  I  came  np 
n-or    /*     r  *L     with  her  the  next  Day,  the  firft  of  JpriJ.  The 
Vfculty  of  the    jn^ndation  was  at  its  Height,  and  of  Confe- 
Nasvtgatxon  down    -^ence  the  River  much  ftiore  raoid  than  I 
*'**  found  it  two  Months  before.     Moreover,  a 

Ship,  efpecially  a  Pink,  is  not  fo  eafily  worked  as  a  Sloop  ;  and 
as  our  Sailors  were  not  ufed  to  this  Navigation,  we  had  a  great 
deal  of  Trouble  to  get  out  of  the  River.  The  Ship,  driven 
fometimes  to  one  Shore,  and  fometimes  to  the  other,  often  t;  nglcd 
its  Yards  and  Tackling  in  the  Trees,  and  they  w^tc  obliged 
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more  that*  once  to  cut  away  fomc  of  the  Tackling,  to  free 
from  this  Einbarraflinent.  It  was  worfe  ftill  when  we  came  to 
the  Pafles,  for  the  Currents  always  drew  us  into  the  neareft  with 
great  Violence.  We  got  even  into  one  of  the  fmal-eft,  and  1 
could  never  yet  conceive  how  we  could  get  out  again.  We 
came  off  however  with  the  Lofs  of  an  Anchor,  which  we  left 
there :  We  had  already  loft  one  two  Days  before,  fo  that  we  had 
only  two  remaining.  Such  a  bad  Beginning,  made  us  a  little 
thoughtful,  but  the  Youth  and  little  Skill  of  thofe  with  whom 
they  had  trufted  us,   gave  .  s  ilill  more  Uneariner3. 

The  Adour  is  a  very  pretty  Veflel,  of  three  huudred  Tons 
cTL   o/.-*  •/;  Burthen.     It  failed  from  Franc,   with  a  very 

^  j/'^  *//««-  g^p^  ^^^^  yj^jg^  ^j^^  Conduft  of  1  Captain 
manaca.  ^^^  underftood  his  Bufinefs,  ani    a   Lieu- 

tenant who  had  a  very  good  Charader.  The  latter  was  left  fick 
at  St.  Domingo:  The  Captain,  fonn  after  his  Arrival  at  the 
Biloxit  quarrelled  with  one  of  the  Direftors  of  the  Company, 
who  dif^)laced  him.  To  fupply  the  Places  of  thefe  two  Officers, 
they  have  chofen  a  young  Man  of  St.  Malo^  who  came  three 
Years  ago  to  Louijiana,  in  the  Station  of  Pilot's  Mate,  or  Ap- 
prentice, and  who  fmce  that  Time  got  the  Command  of  a 
Sloop  in  the  Road  of  the  BiJoxi,  to  go  fomctimes  to  la  MauhiU^ 
and  lometimes  to  Neiju  Orleansi  with  Provifions.  He  appears  to 
have  every  Thing  that  is  requifite  to  become  a  fldlful  Mariner ; 
he  loves  his  Bufinefs,.  and  applies  himfelf  to  it ;  but  we  Ihould 
be  vtry  willing  to  fee  nothing  of  his  little  Experience,  efpe- 
cially  in  a  Navigation  which  is  attended  with  great  DiAi- 
cultiet. 

He  has  fur  his  fecond,  an  Officer  who  came  from  France  in 
the  Quality  of  Eniign  ;  he  alfo  is  a  young  Man,  very  fit  to 
be  a  Subaltern  under  Principals  of  Experience,  who  would  leave 
nothine  to  him  but  the  Care  of  executing  their  Orders.  It 
would  be  hard  to  find  a  Seaman  of  more  Courage  in  a  Storm, 
which  he  has  been  ufed  to  from  his  Childhood,  in  the  painful 
Fiflieries  of  Nevjfoundland 'j  and  two  or  three  Shipwrecks,  from 
which  he  has  happily  efcaped,  has  given  him  a  Confide«:e, 
which  I  (hall  be  much  furprifed,  if  he  does  not  come  into  a  bad 
Plieht  by. 

Our  firft  Pilot  appears  a  little  more  experienced  than  thefe 
twc  Officers,  and  they  depend  much  on  the  Knowledge  he  has 
of  lihe  Channel  of  Bahama^  which  he  has  parted  once  already. 
But  this  is  but  little  to  be  acquainted  with  this  Paflage  the  moft 
dangerous  that  there  is  in  the  American  Seas,  and  where  they 
reckon  Shipwrv."ks  by  thoufands.  Moreover,  I  am  greatly  ap- 
prehenfive  that  a  certain  felf-fufficient  Air  which  I  obferve  in 
Iiim,  will  produce  fome  fatal  Eifefl.     He  has  two  Subalterns, 

9  '         who 


Travels  in  North  yimerica.  347 

^'s  ^H  who  are  very  good  natured   Fellows ;  we  have  fifty  SailoYs  of 
le  to   ^H  Brefa^ne,  a  little  mutinous,  but  llrong  and  vigorous ;  almoil  all 
fith   ^H  have  Dcen  at  the  Cod-Fifhery,  and  that  is  a  good  School.     The 
id  I    ^H  Seamen  appear  to  be  Men  of  Judgment  and  Experience. 
We    j^H      In  Spite  of  all  thefe  Hindrances  which  I  have  mentioned,  wc 
left    ^B  anchored  on  the  Outfidc  the  Bar  the  zd  at  Night ;  we  pafTed  it 
had    ^H   the  3d,  and  for  Want  of  \7ind  we  could  go  no  farther.     Yef- 
Jittle    ^H   terday  we  were  again  ftopt  all  the  Day,  and  this  Night  we  have 
|hom     ^H   had  a  Storm  from  the  South,  which  made  us  give  Thanks  to  ' 
the  Lord  tnat  we  were  not  at  Sea  fo  near  the  Coaft.     I  hope. 
Madam,  to  write  to  you  in  a  fhort  Time  from  St.  Domingo,  whi- 
ther our  Pink  is  bound  to  take  in  a  Cargo  of  Sugar,  which  lays 
there  ready  for  us.     I  take  the  Advantage  of  a  Sloop  which  is 
goin^  up  to  Nt'ov  Orleansy  to  fend  this  Letter  to  you  by  a  Veflel 
that  is  bound  direiflly  for  France.  ^ 

/  amy  &c. 


LETTER     XXXIII. 

y»ya^e  to  the  Channel  <?/*B'\HAMA.  Shipnvreck  of  the  A  dour  : 
Return  to  Louisiana  along  the  Coaji  of  Florida  :  Dejcripticn 
of  that  Coajl. 


Madam, 


At.  the  BiLOxi,  June  5. 


IPromifcd  to  write  to  you  immediately  from  St.  Domingo.. 
But  behold  after  two  Months  I  am  here,  as  far  oiF  as  1  was 
then  :  The  Recital  of  the  fad  Event  that  has  brought  me  back 
to  this  Colony,  and  which  has  but  too  well  juftified  my  Appre- 
henfions,  with  fonie  Obfervations  on  a  Country  which  1  did 
not  exped  to  fee,  will  make  the  Subjeft  of  this  Letter.  I 
am  not,  however,  fo  much  to  be  pitied  as  you  may  think.  I 
am  very  well  recovered  of  my  Fatigues.  I  have  gone  through 
great  Dangers,  but  have  happily  efcaped  from  them  :  The  Evil 
that  is  palt  is  but  a  Dream,  and  often  a  pleafant  one. 

It  was  but  half  an  Hour  at  moll,  after  I  had  clofed  my  Let- 

cTL    A  J         /•       ter,  v/hen  the  Wind  coming  to  the  North 

The  Adour  fds     ^^^  ^^  prepared  to  fail.   I  thought  that  the 

^«'^'  Rcfpedt   due    to    the    facred    Day    of  ¥.ajier 

would  have  entrared  the  Captain  to  have  waited  till  the  next 

Day,  efpccially  as  it  was  pait   Noon  ;  but  he  had  few  Provifi- 

ons,  and  one  Day's  Delay  might  have  bad  Confequenccs.     Our 
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Kafee  was  itten^cd  with  Hill  Worfe.  Wc  foon  loft  Sight  of 
Ljind,  an4  at  the  End  of  ah  Hbor's  Sail,  after  having  had  the 
Pleafure  of  (ecine  the  Waters  of  the  Ri^cr  arid  thoft  of  the  Sea 
mix  to|g;ether  without  bein^  blended*  we  no  longer  perceived 
any  I^itference,  finding  only  Salt  Water. 

It  mav  be  faid,  perhaps,  thit  we  had  <|tt!tted  the  right  Chan. 
nel,  and  I  ^llow  that  it  may  bie  trbe;  out  that  Struggle  which 
we  obferyea  fo  near  the  Mouthy  does  not  (hkw  a  River  vi£lnri> 
OU8,  tnat  opens  Itfelf  a  friee  Paflage,  and  for  twenty  Leagues 
gives  Laws  to  the  Oce^n.  Beflc^s,  if  this  Fa£l  was  true,  at 
leaft  in  the  Time  of  the  Inundation,  ih  which  Time  we  were, 
how  .came  we  to  have  fo  much  Trouble  to  find  the  Mouth  of 
the  River  ?  The  Difi^erence  alone  bf  the  Colour  of  the  Waters 
would  have  difcovered  it  to  ^hy  the  leaU  attentive. 

In  Hegard  to  this  Colour,  I  have  faid  that  the  MiJtJJippi,  af- 

^.y.         .  ter  its  Jur.ilion  with  the  Mijfonrty  took  the 

Qbjrr^uation   on     ^.^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  p.^^^^  ^.j^.  .^ 

i7,JV'17  '^  are  white  :  But  would  you  believe  it,  Ma- 

Mimmppi.  j^jjj^  jjj^^  ^f  gjj  jjjg  Waters,  that  we  can  lake 

for  a  Ship's  Provifion,  there  are  none  which  keep  fweet  fo  Jong 

as  thefe  ?  Befides  this,  they  are  excellent  to  drink  when  they 

have  been  left  to  fettle  in  Jars,  at  the  Bottom  of  which    hsy 

leave  a  Kind  of  white  Tartar,  which,  in  all  Likelihood,  H;,t.-> 

equally  to  give  them  the  Colour  they  have,  to  purify  them, 

and  to  preferve  them. 

The  11th  at  Noon,  after  having  fuffered  exceffive  Heafs  for 

n  /•  -A*-        r     feveralDays,  and  more  intolerable  ftill  •''  the 
iJeJcnption  of     ^.  .^  ^y^^^  j^  ^^  p        ^^  difcoverv,     Jape 

'?C  b  ^"^*  "^^'^^  "  °"  '^^^  ^°"^  ^'-  '^  ""^  ^^-^  ^^^ 

cj  v.,UDa.  ^^  Cuhat  md  very  hieh.  At  Sun-fet  we  w  ere 

over-againd  it,  we  then  flee. id  tc  'h"  Eaft,  and  failed  in  Sight 
of  the  Shore ;  the  next  Morning,  ai  l>ay-break,  we  were  over- 
againft  the  Havannak  :  Thh  Cay  U  about  eighteen  Leaguci 
from  Cape  Sed^  and  about  halt-way  we  difcover  a  very  high 
Mo'jntain,  the  Top  of  which  is  a  Kind  of  Platform.  They  call 
it  the  Table  »f  Marianne. 

.  Two  Leagues  beyond  the  Hwvannaht  there  is  a  little  Fort  on 
the  Coaft,  which  is  called  la  Hou^ue,  from  whence  We  begin  to 
difcover  the  Pain  de  Matatice  (the  Bread  of  MatanceJ.  This  is  a 
Mountain,  the  Top  of  which  refembles  an  Oven,  or  if  you  pleafe, 
a  Loaf.  It  ferves  to  reconnoitre  the  Bay  of  Maiance^  which 
M  fourteen  Leagues  Diftance  from  the  Ha'vannah.  The  Heat  con- 
tinued increafm?,   and  indeed  we  were  on  the  Confines  of  the 

rorrid  Zone :  And  withal,  we  had  fcarce  any  Wind,  and  got 
iorwsuC.  only  by  Favour  of  the  Current,  whicli  runs  to  the 
Faft. 

The 
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The  14th,  about  fix  in  the  Evening,  we  difcofered  from  the 
Top  of  the  intin  Maft  the  Coaft  of  Florida.  There  is  no  pru-» 
dent  Mariner,  who  on  difcovering  this  Coaft,  if  he  has  not  at 
leaft  fix  or  feren  Hoars  Day-Light  to  run,  does  not  tack  about 
and  keep  off  the  Land  till  the  next  Day,  there  being  no  Coail 
in  the  World  where  it  is  of  more  Importance  to  fee  every 
Thing  clearly^  becaufe  of  the  Diverfity  of  the  Currents,  which 
we  muft  never  Hatter  ourfelves  that  we  certainly  know.  We 
had  an  Inftance  of  no  long  Date  in  die  Spanijh  Galleons,  which 
Wvrre  loft  here  fome  Years  ago,  for  Want  of  the  Precaution 
wi.ich  I  have  jttft  mentioned.  The  Chevalier  </*  Here^  Captain 
of  a  Ship,  who  accompanied  them,  did  all  in  his  Power  to  en- 
gage the  General  of  the  Flota  to  wait  till  Day-Light  to  enter 
into  the  Channel,  but  he  could  not  fucceed  with  him,  and  he 
did  not  think  proper  to  throw  himfelt  away  along  with  him. 
Our  Captain,  who  had  received  good  Inftrudions  on  this  Head* 
had  refolved  to  make  Ufe  of  them ;  but  too  great  Readinefs 
to  hearken  to  others  had  the  fame  Effedt  with  Regard  to  him, 
as  Prefumption  had  on  the  Spanifh  General.  His  firft  Pilot, 
who  thought  himfelf  the  moll  flcilful  Man  in  the  WoJl,  and 
his  Lieutenant,  who  knew  not  how  to  doubt  of  any  Thing, 
were  of  Opinion  to  continue  the  Route,  and  he  had  not  the 
Refolution  to  oppofe  them.  He  propofed  at  leall  to  make  the 
North  Eaft,  and  the  Confequences  proved,  that  if  his  Opinion 
had  prevailed,  we  had  efcaped  Shipwreck.  But  he  could  pre- 
vail only  for  making  the  North  North  Eaft,  the  Pilot  pofitive- 
ly  affirming  that  the  Currents  bore  violenrly  to  the  Eaft.  He 
faid  the  Truth,  but  it  is  only  when  we  are  near  the  Land  on 
that  Side,  as  they  bear  to  the  Weft  on  the  other  Side,  on 
which  we  then  were. 

At  fevcn  o'Clock  the  Land  appeared  ftill  at  a  confidcrable 

c/.'a        l    r      Diftance,  and  they  could  not  fee  it  but  from 

th  A^W  ^^^  Bound-Top  ;  but  half  an  Hour  after,  the 

^  ■  Weather  growing  cloudy,  a  Sailor  obfcrved 

by  the  Help  of  fome  Flafties  of  Lightening,  that  the  Wafr  had 
changed  Colour.  He  gave  Notice  of  it,  but  his  Infr  ation 
was  received  with  Laughter,  they  told  him  it  was  the  ,hten- 
ing  that  had  made  the  Water  appear  white.  He  ftill  .utain- 
cd  his  Opinion,  many  of  his  Companions  were  foon  '  ught  to 
agree  with  him  :  The  Oflicers  would  have  made  a  icft  of  it 
ftill,  but  they  cried  fo  loud,  and  were  fo  many  '  the  fame 
Opinion,  that  the  Captain  ordered  the  Lead  to  b  urown  out. 
They  found  but  fix  Fathom  Water;  the  only  fure  Step  they 
could  have  taken  was  to  eaft  Anchor  that  Moment,  but  there  MT.t 
no  Anchor  ready.  They  thought  to  tack  about,  and  perhaps  it 
had   been  Time  enougn,  if  tiiey  liad  ufed  Difpatch ;  but  they 
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amufed  thcmfelves  with  founding  again,  and  they  found  only 
five  Fathom  Water.  Prcfcntly  after  they  founded  again  and 
found  only  three.  Reprefent  to  yourfelf.  Madam,  a  Parcel  of 
Children,  who  feeing  themfclves  drawn  towards  the  Brink  of  a 
Precipice,  are  only  attentive  to  know  the  Depth  of  it,  without 
taking  any  Meafures  to  avoid  it. 

Now  there  arofe  a  coifufed  Noife,  every  Man  cried  out  as 
loud  as  he  could  bawl,  the  OHkers  could  not  make  themfelves 
heard,  and  two  or  three  Minutes  after  the  Ship  ran  aground  : 
There  rofc  at  this  Inilant  a  Kind  of  Storm,  and  the  Rain  which 
followed  foon  after  made  the  Wind  fall;  but  it  foon  rofe  again, 
fettled  in  the  South,  and  grew  Ihonger  than  before.  The  bhip 
began  immediately  to  lay  hard  upon  her  Helm,  and  they  were 
afraid  that  the  Main-Mall,  which  at  every  Shock  rofe  pretty 
high,  would  jump  out  of  its  Step  and  fplit  the  Ship's  Bottom. 
It  was  tried  in  the  ufual  Way,  condemned,  and  cut  down  im- 
mediately, after  the  Cantain  had  given  it  the  firft  Stroke  with 
a  Hatchet,  according  to  Cullom. 

Then  the  Lieutenant  went  into  the  Boat,  to  try  to  difcover  in 
what  Place  we  were,  and  in  what  Condition  the  Ship  was.  He 
obferved  that  in  tlie  fore  Part  we  had  but  four  Feet  Water,  that 
the  Bank  on  which  wc  were  wrecked  was  fo  Imall,  that  it  was 
but  juft  large  enough  to,  receive  the  Ship,  and  that  all  round 
it  ftie  .vould  have  floated.  But  if  we  had  efcaped  this  Bank, 
we  could  not  have  fhunned  another,  for  we  were  furroundcd 
Vkiili  them,  and  it  is  certain  we  fliould  not  have  met  with  one  fo 
commodi(  Ts. 

The  \\  Hid  coniiniicd  to  blow  violently  ;  our  Ship  continued 
to  bear  hard  u|)Oii  hci-  Helm,  and  at  every  Shock  we  expefted 
it  to  fplit.  l\\\  the  Eitcds  of  Fear  werf  painted  on  our  Faces, 
and  after  the  tir'l  Tun.ult  formed  by  the  Cries  of  the  Sailors 
who  worked  the  Miip,  and  by  the  Groans  of  the  Paflengers,  who 
exported  Dcaiii  every  Moment,  a  dec.''  and  mournful  Silence 
prevaihai  through  all  t\c  Company.  VV^e  heard  afterwards  that 
fome  Perfons  took  their  Meaiuie>  tccretly  not  to  be  nonpluflied, 
in  Cafe  the  Veflel  fliould  go  to  Pieces :  Not  only  the  Boat,  but 
the  Canoe  alfo  were  in  the  Water,  Vt-ith  every  "1  hing  in  Readi- 
nefs,  and  fome  truily  Sailors  v/erc  ordered  privately  to  be  ready 
at  the  firll  Signal.  They  afl'urcd  me  afterwards,  that  they  had 
agreed  not  to  leave  me  in  the  Danger. 

This  IS  certain,  that  1  palled  the  Nic;ht  without  clofmg  my 
Eyes,  and  in  the  Situatioa  of  a  Man  w^io  does  not  expert  to 
fee  the  Day  again.  It  appeared  however,  and  difcovered  to  us 
the  Land  at  more  than  two  Leagues  {"rom  us.  It  was  no;  that, 
which  we  difcovered  at  firll,  and  which  we  faw  ilill  at  a  great 
Diilance:  but  a  lov«  Land,  and  which  appeared  to  us  very  unBt 
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to  be  inhabited.    Neverthelefi,  this  Sight  v/as  a  Pleafurc  to  ts, 

and  gave  us  a  little  Courage. 

Then  they  confidered  if  there  was  no  Likelihood  of  getting 

njr    r  f  I     l\it  Adour  afloat  a«»ain,  and  becaufe  it   was 

Mea/ures  ivhch       ^^^  ^^  j^^^^  ^^^^^^^j  g^^.  ^^  ^^^^  ^ 

they  take  to /a<ve  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^,^^  f.ime^  Time  of  the 
tbemjelves.  Uc^xs^  of  getting  out  of  fuch   a  had  Situa- 

tion, fuppofing  it  impoflible  to  recover  the  ship.  Tiien  they 
recollefted  that  they  (hipped  a  flat-bottom'd  Boat,  with  Dc- 
fign  to  ufe  it  at  St.  Domingo^  to  load  the  Sugars  they  were  to 
take  in  there.  This  was  a  very  piudent  IVecaufion  of  the  Cap- 
tain, who  had  been  told  that  in  thrit  Countrv  the  Loadin<>  often 
detains  Ships  in  the  Road  much  lonjrer  than  is  convenient  for 
the  Intereft  of  the  Owners,  and  the  l4ealth  of  the  Ship's  Com- 
pany :  But  Providence  had  another  View  without  Doubt  in  in- 
ipiring  him  witli  this  Thought.     This  Boat  faved  us. 

I  do  not  well  know  what  paflcd  the  fame  Day  between  the 
Officers  and  the  Pilot,  but  there  was  no  more  Talk  of  recover- 
ing the  VefTel.  Many  have  faid,  that  all  their  T-fForts  for  this 
Purpofe  would  have  been  ufelefs ;  but  the  Captnin  complained 
to  me  more  than  once,  that  they  would  not  fufler  him  to  make 
this  Attempt  in  the  Way  he  chofe.  They  refolved  therefore 
the  fame  Day  to  carry  all  the  People  to  Land,  and  they  labour- 
ed all  the  Morning  to  make  a  Raft,  that  tl»ey  might  not  be 
obliged  to  make  Several  Trip?. 

However,  they  did  not  rhink  proper  yet  to  forf.xkc  the  Ship, 
and  there  were  none  but  the  Paflengors  that  were  embarked  in 
the  Long-Boat,  and  on  the  Haft.  At  a  Cjun-Shot  from  the  Ship 
we  found  the  Sea  very  hic-^h,  and  the  BilT.et  which  we  were  car- 
rying to  Land  was  wetted  :  A  little  Pettiaugre  that  fol'owed 
the  Boat  could  with  Dilliculty  keep  above  Vv'^atcr,  and  tlie 
Raft,  which  carried  tv/enty-tv/o  Men,  was  carried  fo  far  by  the 
Current,  that  we  thnup-ht  it  loft. 

The  Boat,  in  which  I   was,    made   Hafte    to   Land,    that 

p  ^  ^1  n  might  go  to  alhft  the  others ;  but  as  we 

Salvages  of  the  ^     j*'  .  n.  •     j 

in     J    i-.L    A4  were  readv  to  ^o  alhore,  we  rerceived  a  nrct- 

Iflanas  of  the  Mar-  ^     ,  r^  r  o  j         l 

-'  •'  *y  large  Company  or  Savages   armed  with 

■^'■'*  Bows   and    Arrows,    which  approached   us. 

This  Sight  made  us  refleft,  that  wc  were  without  Arms,  ztA 
we  ftopt  fome  Time  without  daring  to  advance.  We  even 
thought,  all  Things  well  confidered,  that  it  would  be  impru- 
dent to  go  any  farther.  The  .^avages  perceived  our  Diftrefs, 
and  eafily  conceived  the  Caufe  of  it.  They  came  rear  us,  and 
cried  out  to  us  in  Spani/h,  that  they  were  Friends.  When  tlu'v 
faw  this  did  not  encourage  us,  they  quitted  their  Anns,  and 
came  to  us,  being  up  to  the  Wailt  in  Water. 

We 
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We  were  foon  furroHoded  by  them,  and  it  is  certain,  that 

What  faffed  be-    embarraffed  as  we  were  with  Things  in  4 

tnueenthtmandui      ^^*   ^***^*  ^*   "^^^^^   ""'  ^*^»  "  was  very 
fweentbemandus,    ^^^^   ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^   ^^      They  aflced 

us  at  firft  if  we  were  Etiglt/hi  we  anfwcred  them,  we  were  not, 
but  Allies  and  good  friends  of  the  Spamards:  They  feemed 
jnuch  rejoiced  at  this,  inviting  us  to  land  on  their  liland,  and 
afloring  us  we  fliould  be  as  fafc  there  as  in  our  Ship.  Miftruil 
on  fome  Occafions  only  fcrves  to  difcovcr  Wcaknofs,  and  gives 
PJfe  to  dangerous  Surmifes.  Therefore,  we  thought  it  bell  to 
Accept  the  Invitation  of  thefe  Barbarians,  and  followed  them  to 
iheir  Iflund,  which  we  found  to  be  one  of  the  Iflands  called  the 
Martyrs, 

But  what  feems  moil  remarkable  is^  that  we  determined 
to  take  this  Step  upon  the  coming  up  of  the  Pettiaugre,  in 
which  there  were  but  five  or  fix  Men,  whilll  we  were  talking 
with  the  Savages ;  we  certainly  ran  a  great  Rifque  in  truHing 
ourfelves  without  Arms  into  the  Hands  of  thefe  Floridiam,  and 
we  were  well  convinced  of  it  in  the  Sequel  :  Four  or  five  Men 
more  were  not  capable  of  making  them  change  their  Defign,  fup- 
pofing  thefe  Barbarians  had  any  ill  Intentions  againft  us  ;  ana  I 
never  think  of  the  Boldnefs  which  this  light  Reinforcement  infpi- 
red  us  with,  but  I  Ti^prefent  to  myfelf  thoie  Perfons,  who  cannot  go 
alone  in  the  dark,  and  whom  the  Prefence  of  a  Child  immeai- 
ately  emboldens,  by  employing  their  Imagination,  which  alone 
caufes  all  their  Fear. 

However,  we  were  no  fooner  landed  on   the  Ifland,  than  we 

cfL     T>  ft  began  to  diftrull  the  Oificers,  having  likewife 

ibe   i^Y^g";'    but  little  Ground  to  depend  on  the  Savages. 

begtn  todtftruji  the    rj.^^  Captain  of  the  Adour  had  brought  us  hi- 

bbip    Company.        ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  j^^  j^^j  p^^  ^^  ^^  gj^^^^ 

he  took  Leave  of  us,  faying,  he  was  obliged  to  return  on 
Board,  where  he  had  many  Things  to  do,  and  he  would  fend  us 
diredly  whatever  we  wanted,  efpecially  A:ms.  There  was  no- 
thing in  this  but  what  was  reafonable,  and  we  eafily  conceived 
that  his  Prefence  was  neceflary  in  his  Ship:  But  we  refled^ed 
that  he  had  brought  away  only  the  Paffengers,  and  that  all  the 
Ship^s  Company  would  be  compleat,  upon  the  Return  of  the 
Captain. 

This  made  us  fufpeft  that  the  Boat,  which  they  fpoke  of  to 
us,  was  only  a  Lure  to  anuife  us,  and  they  had  only  landed  us  as 
People  that  were  a  Burthen  to  them,  that  they  miglit  take  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Boat  and  the  Canoe,  to  go  to  the  HofpaHnah^  or 
to  St.  Jugujiin  in  Florida.  We  were  all  more  confirmed  in  th  efe 
Sufpicions,  when  we  found  that  we  all  had  the  fame  Thought ; 

this 


„j«r  Man^uvres  to  ma..  .        .    „^ft  ,„d  grew  v.ry 

Lrf  /•r.a./*""-       had  been  carried  a  gr  '^^^  ^,  foon  aJ 

'The  Billows  drove  ^^-^^^^^X^^^^^'  ^^5^ '  Thctc  , 

Symptoms  amongft  them  '^Mat^y        .f  ;,         „o.  remea'ed 
I  iodeed  then:  wasevery  Th">g  "     .      ^g.  Uked  well  enough 

S";  a^  'h*  ■»»«•  '.'  ''^  ,„  mike  himfelf  obeyed  by  the 
S&ors  knew  not^^w  to  make  ^„^,„, 

ro'rSuPy^^a'wt ^Si  not  b-^'^frs^age,  followed 
To  en^eafe  our  UneaCnefs,  J  ^°'^P„',J;„d.  that  if  we  had 
'  ,      us  dofe,  and  ««  ""J."     ,hea,  it  would  not 

rroubkjirmlh,     „„  vioto:e  to  f";.fC,;",„„\rics,  and  pa,- 

S^a^cu  be  eafy  to  lt"» J-t-fXtCe  wer.  not  willing 

,ic»larl¥,thal  we  ought  to  guard  weu^  himfelf  Don  Jntcr.,,, 
^tfe.  The  moil  dai.nguvn«d  caue  ^.„  ^ 

f„d  fpoke  Spanljh  V«"y  ;«',^-    ifh,  raw  any  one  well  dr.tr.a 
^fjjh  Gravity  and  Manner..    ,^^  ^  he 
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he  aflced  him  if  he  was  a  Caval/ero,  and  he  had  btgun  with  tell- 
ing us  that  he  was  one,  and  the  moft  diftinguifhed  of  hi ;  Na- 
tion. However,  he  had  not  very  noble  Inclinations ;  he  l(  urej 
for  every  Thing  he  faw,  and  if  they  had  not  been  denied, '^he 
and  his  Company  had  left  us  nothing  but  what  they  could'  not 
carry  away.  He  aflced  me  for  my  Girdle ;  I  told  him  I  could 
not  fpare  it ;  he  conceived  that  it  was  only  neceffary  for  my 
Caflbck,  and  aflced  it  of  me  with  great  Importunities. 

We  learnt  of  him  that  almoft  all  the  Savages  of  his  Village 
Tf^io  ihet    Sa      ^'^^  been  baptized  at  the  Hai'aunaff,  whither 
'V^gesnvere.         '     jhey  made  a  Voyage  once  a  Year.    They  arc 
•^         _  forty-five  Leagues  diltant  from  it,  and  they 

make  this  Paflage  in  little  Pettiaugres  very  flat,  in  which  Peo- 
ple would  not  venture  to  crofs  the  Seine  at  Parts.  Don  Antotth 
farther  informed  us  that  he  had  a  King,  who  was  called  Don 
Diegot  and  that  we  fhould  fee  him  next  Day.  He  then  afked  us 
what  Refolution  we  intended  to  take,  and  ofFered  to  conduft  us 
to  St.  Auguftin.  We  let  him  know  that  we  took  his  Offer  in 
good  Part,  we  treated  him  and  all  his  Company  well,  and  they 
returned  well  fatisfied  to  all  Appearance. 

The  Bodies  of  thefe  Savages  are  re4der  than  any  I  have  vet 
feen :  We  could  never  learn  the  Name  of  their  Nation :  But 
although  they  did  not  appear  to  have  the  befl  Difpofition,  they 
did  not  feem  to  us  {o  mifchievous,  as  to  be  of  thofe  Calos  or  Car- 
losy  fo  much  decried  for  their  Cruelties,  and  whofe  Country  is 
not  far  from  the  Martyrs,  I  do  not  believe  that  thefe  are  Men- 
Eaters  ;  but  perhaps  they  behaved  fo  well  to  us  only  bccaufe 
we  were  the  ftrongefl.  I  know  not  what  Quarrel  they  have  had 
with  the  Englijhf  but  we  had  great  Reafon  to  believe  that  thev 
did  not  love  them.  The  Vifit  of  Don  Anto7uo  might  very  well 
proceed  from  no  other  Motive  than  to  enquire  if  we  were  not  of 
that  Nation,  or  if  it  would  not  be  too  great  a  Rifque  for  them  to 
attack  us. 

The  1 6th  I  thought  myfelf  obli|;ed  to  go  to  encourage  thofe 
_..-    »  who  remained  in  the  Ifland,   and   to  whom 

X    cVf  '"     the  Savages  kept  the  Promife  they  had  made 

the  bbip.  ^^^  jj^g  Evening  before.  I  pafled  almofl  the 

whole  Day  with  them  ;  and  in  the  Evening,  at  my  Return,  1 

feund  all  the  Ship  in  an  Uproar.     The  Authors  of  the  Diftur- 

hance  were  inferior   Officers,  and   all   the   befl  Sailors  were  of 

their  Side.     They  w  mted  to  be   revenged  of  the  Lieutenant->; 

who  till  then,  as  they  faid,  had  treated  them  with  great  Haughti- 

nefs  and  Severity.    The  Wine,  which  they  had  at  Difcr.etion, 

heated  their  Heads  more  and  more,  and  it  was  fcarce  any  longer 

pofitble  to  nuke  them  hear  Reafon. 

The 
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The  Captain  ftiewcd  on  this  Occafion  a  Prudence,   a  Steadi- 
er/    c*    V    r     ^^^^*  *"*^  ^  Moderation,  which  one  would  not 
r  Lf^A"^^'     ^ave  expcaed  from  his  Age,    his  Want  of 
of  the  upcers.         Experience,  and  his  pad  Conduft :    He  knew 
how  to  makchimfelf  beloved  and  feared  by  People,  who  fcarcc 
any  longer  hearkened  to  any  Thing  but  their  Fury  and  Caprice. 
The   Lieutenant,  on  his  Part,   confounded  the  mod  mutinous 
by  his  Intrepidity  ;    and  having  found  Means   to  feparate  and 
employ  them,  he  carried  his  Point,  and  reduced  them  to  Obedi- 
ence,    They  had  at  laft  got  from  the  Bottom  of  the  Hold,  the 
Boat  fo  much  promifed,  and  they  had  carried  it  to  the  Ifland.  It 
was  ncceflary  to  fit   it  up,  and   to  lodge  themfelves  till  it  was 
ready,  and  to  get  out  of  the  Ship  Provifions  and  Ammunition, 
to  fortify  themfelves  againll  any  Surprize  of  the  Savages,     Th« 
Captain  employed  in  thefe  Works  all   thofe  whom   he   moft 
diilrutled  ;  and  entreated  of  me  to  flay  on  board,  to  afTifl  the 
Lieutenant  in  keeping  the  reft  to  their  Duty. 
The   17th,   at  Day>break,  there  appeared  a  Sail  two  Leagues 
from  us.     We  made  Signals  of  Diftrcfs  with 
our  Flag  (aj^   and   fome  Time  after  we  ob- 
fi-Tved  that  he  lay  by  to  wait  for  us.     Imme- 
diately the  Lieutenant  took  the  Canoe,  .md 
went  aboard  to  afk  the  Captain  if  he  would  take  us  all  in.    Bat 
it  was  only  a  IJrigantine  of  one  hundred  Tons,    which  had  been 
plundered  by  Pirates,  and  which  for  three  Days  had  made  many 
Efforts  to  getoutof  this  Bay  ;  where  the  Currents,  the  Captain 
faid,  being  flronger  this  Year  than  had  ever  been  known,  had 
drawn  his  Brigaiitine  againfl  all  his  Endeavours  to  the  contrary, 
though  he  made  the  Eall-North-Ealt.     It  is  true,    that  we  had 
this  only  from  our  Lieutenant,  whom  fome  fufpcdled  of  invent- 
ing this  Story,  that  he  might  attribute  to  the  Strength  and  Irre- 
gularity of  the  Currents,  the  Misfortune  in  which  his  Obftinacy 
had  engaged  us. 

However  that  might  be,  the  Englijh  Captain  confentcd  to  take 
in  twenty  Perfons,  if  we  would  fupply  him  with  Provifions  and 
Water,  of  which  they  wore  in  great  Want.  The  Condition 
was  accepted,  and  the  Captain  approached  us  in  Fadl,  with  Inten- 
tion to  drop  an  Anchor  as  near  us  as  poflible;  but  a  llrong 
Wind  from  the  South  rifing  on  a  fudden,  he  was  obliged  to 
purfue  his  Route,  that  he  might  not  expofe  himfelf  to  the  Dan- 
ger of  being  loft,  in  endeavouring  to  fuccour  us.  The  19th  we 
again  faw  three  Ships  under  Sail.  They  went  to  make  them  the 
fame  Propof'als  as  to  the  firft,  but  they  could  not  perluaJe  them  to 

♦ 

(/1;  This  js  df)"!"  by  IioUUng  the  Flag  to  the  Top  of  the  Staff,  ai\d  twiAing 
it  about  itfo  that  «c  can't  fly  abroad. 
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accept  tbci^.    They  were  alfo  Engti/h^  who  complained  of  be- 
ing plundered  by  Pirates. 

The  fame  Day,  as  ti^ere  was  nothing  left  in  the  jtdmr  th«t  we 
coiUd  carry  away,  we  took  our  laft  Leave  of  her,  with  fo  much 
the  more  Regret,  as  that  for  the  four  Days  which  (he  had  been 
a-gro«nd,  fhe  had  not  taken  a  Drop  of  Water  ;  and  we  went  all 
toXand  after  Sun-fet.  We  found  here  fome  Tents,  which  they 
had  (et  op  with  the  Sails  of  the  Ship ;  a  Guard-Houie,  where 
Day  and  Ni^ht  they  kept  a  ftrid  Watch  }  and  fome  Provifions, 
well  fecurcd  in  a  Warehoufe,  where  they  alfo  kept  a  Guard. 
The  Ifland  ia  which  we  were,  might  be  about  fo«tr  Leagues 
!>/•....  >.  in  Compafs.  There  were  fome  to  the  Right 
*lJ^nZT.Z  If  and  Left  of  different  Extents  ;  and  that 
theMixiiyrJjrands.    ^^^^^  ^^  garages  had  their  Cabins,  was  the 

leaflof  all;  and  the  neareft  our*s.  They  lived  there  entirely  by 
£fhing ;  and  all  this  Coaft  abounds  with  Fiih,  in  Proportion  as 
the  Earth  is  incapable  of  fupplyiag  any  NecefTaries  for  Life. 
As  to  their  Drefs,  fome  Leaves  of  Tress^  or  a  f*iece  of  Bark, 
fufficcs  them;  they  have  nothing  covered  but  what  Decency 
teaches  all  Men  to  hide. 

The  Soil  of  thefe  Iflands  is  a  very  fine  Sand,  or  rather  a  Kind 
of  Lime  calcin'd,  ever/  where  intermixed  with  a  white  Coral, 
which  is  eafily  reduced  to  Powder.    There  arc  alfo  only  Buihes 
and  Shrubs  here,  without  a  iingle  Tree.    The  Shores  of  the  Sea 
are  covered  with  tolerably  fine  Shells  ;  and  they  find  here  fome 
Sponges,  which  feem  to  be  thrown  up  by  the  Waves  of  the  Sea 
in  ftorray  Weather.    They  fay,  that  what  keeps  the  Savages 
here,  are  the  Slupwrecks«  which  tre  common  enough  in  the 
Channel  of  B€^ma,  and  of  which  they  always  make  their  Ad- 
vantage.    W%  do  not  fee  even  a  fmgle  Beaft  in  all  thele  lilands ; 
which  feem  to  be  accurfed  by  God  and  Man^  and  where  there 
would  be  no  Inhabitants,  if  there  were  not  found  fome  Men 
iblely  attentivt;  to  take  Advantage  of  other^s  Miafortunes,  &nd 
often  to  put  the  finifhing  Stroke  to  them. 
The  2oth  Don  Di^go  paid  us  a  Vifet.    He  is  a  young  Masi,  of 
vc*    r       *L     ^  Stature  under  the  middle  Si9e>  and  of  an 
f^ijtt  /rem  tb«    Aopearance  bP.^l  enough.     He  wa*  alfioft  us 
Cactqm  of  the  Sa-    ^^^^  ^^  ^^  Subjefts,  and  the  few  Clones  be 
i>ag€i,  jj^j  ^  were  mot  worth  picking  off  a  Dung- 

hill. He  had  about  his  Head  a  Kind  of  Fillet,  of  I  knew  not 
what  Stuff,  and  which  fome  Travellers  would  cettaiiriy  have 
called  2L Diadem,  He  had  no  Attendants,  no  Mark  of  Dignity; 
nothing,  in  a  Word,  to  fhew  who  he  was.  A  young  Woman 
pretty  well  fhaped,  and  decently  drcfitd  as  a  Savage,  accoi»pa- 
nied  hira,  and  they  told  us  it  was  the  Queen  his  Spoiif«% 
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We  irefcei^ed  their  Floridiaa  Majeftics  with  fome  Statelinefs ; 
hdwevdr,  we  Ihowed  them  fome  Marks  of  Friendfliip,  and  they 
feemed  very  well  fatisfied  with  us.  But  we  could  difcover  no- 
tkin|;  in  thefe  of  thofe  Caciques,  whofe  Power  and  Riches  are 
fo  highly  extolled  by  the  Hiftorian  of  Flonda.  We  faid  a  few 
Words  to  Don  Dtego,  of  the  Offer  that  Don  Jntonio  had  made  to 
usa  to  carry  u&  to  St.  Augufiin^  and  he  gave  us  Room  to  hope, 
that  he  woi^ld  do  us  all  the  Semces  that  lay  in  his  Power.  To 
engage  him  the  more  in  our  Intereft,  I  made  him  a  Prefent  of 
one  of  my  Shirts,  and  he  received  it  with  a  great  deal  of  Thank- 
fnlnefs. 

He  came  again  the  next  Day,  wearing  my  Shirt  over  his 

4  ti^  ■/    /'*/■•      ^^S^*  which  hung  down  to  his  Heelfi  ;  and 
^bontyff  WIS    j^g  j^j  ^j  j^^^  jj^^^  j^g  ^^^  ^j  properly  the 

<.Aetque,  Sovereign  of  his  Nation,   but  that  he  keld 

his  Dignity  under  another  Ocique,  farther  off.     However,   he 
is  abfoTate  in  his  own  Village,  and  had  jaft  then  given  a  very 
good  Proof  of  it.     Don  Jnfoftlo,  who  appeared  to  be  twice  his 
Age,  and  who  cOuld  eafily  have  beaten  two  fuch,    eame  to  fte 
us   ibon  after,   and   told  us  that  Don  Diego  had  threshed  him 
ilbundly,   becaufe  he  had  got  drunk  in  the  Jehttry  where,  in  all 
Likelihood,  they  had  forgotten  fome  Remains  of  Brandy. — The 
moft  confiderable  Difference  that  appears  between  the  Savages 
of  Canada  and  thofe  of  Florida^   is  riie  Dependence  which  the 
latter  have  on  their  Chiefs,  and  the  Refpcfk  they  flicw  them« 
Alfo  we  fee  not  in  them,  as  in  the  Savages  of  CanaJa^  tlwfe  ele- 
vated Sentiments,  and  that  Noblenefs,  which  Independence  pro- 
duces, and  which  is  fupplied  in  civilized  States  by  the  Princi- 
ples of  Religion  and  Honour,  which  proceed  from  Education. 
The  22d,  Don  Di^o  came  to  dine  with  us  without  Cerc- 
n     j\i»i*  mony,  dreffed  as  the  Day  before.  He  feemed 

^'^h^^fT  ^°  ^^  "*"*^^  pleafedwith  this  Drefs,  which 
tmjes  ifinyt/  jtr  ^^^  j^j^^  ncverthelefs  a  very  ridiculous 
mt  gtmng  us  ^j^..  ^j^j^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^j^  jjj  i^^y^^^g^^ 
0««/«/fl  M.  Au-  ^.^  gj^^y  refemble  a  Man  who  goes  to 
^"  *"•  make  the  Amende  honorable  (a).    Either  from 

Religion  or  Antipathy,  we  could  never  engage  him  to  eat  any 
Meat  :  We  had  ftill  the  Remains  of  a  Fim,  which  he  had 
ient  us  the  Day  before,  be  eat  fome  of  this,  and  drank 
Water. 

After  Dinner,  we  were  willing  to  talk  of  Bufincfs ;  but  he  told 
us  direftly,  that  after  having  well  confidered  of  ©tjt  Propofal,  he 
could  neither  givj  us  Don  Antoniot  nor  any  of  his  People,  to 

j[a)  *That  u,  to  do  Penance  in  a  white  Sheet,  with  a  Torch  in  his  Hand. 
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condu£):  us  to  St.  Augujlin,  becaufe  on  ti  e  Route  which  w«  were 

obligfed  to  take  there  were  fome  numerous  Nations,  with  whom 

he  was  at  War.  I  know  not  whether  they  did  not  then  repent  of 

having  fo  inconfiderately  forfaken  the  Adour^  for  after  Don  Diego 

left  us,   they  fent  the  Canoe  to  her  ;  but  thofe  who  went  iii 

it  to  hery    told  us  at  their  Return,  that  the  Savages  had  broke 

her  to  Pieces,  and  that  flie  was  filling  with  Water. 

The  23d,  the  Boat  was  finifhed,  and  they  thought  in  earneft 

fj..      J  J.,  to  rcfolve  what  Courfe  to  take.     They  had 

r hey  deliberate     ^^^  ^j^^j^^  ^f   ^^^^    ^^^  ^^       ^^^^  jj^jj_ 

•"  '^'  ^Y^'  '^'^  ed  :  Some  were  for  hazarding  the  Paflage 
are  to  take.  ^^  ^^  Ha<vannah^   the  others  were  for  follow- 

ing the  Coaft  to  6^/.  Augujlin.  The  latter  Courfe  feemed  the 
Taifefl;,  the  former  was  the  fhortefl.  But  if  this  was  a  prudent 
Courfe,  we  ought  to  have  done  it  the  Day  after  the  Ship- 
wreck, or  rather  have  fent  the  Long-Boat  to  the  Hwvannah, 
to  have  informed  the  Governor  of  our  Situation,  and  to  have 
alked  him  to  fend  us  a  Brigantine.  The  Rigging  alone  of  the 
Adour,  would  have  been  more  than  fufficient  to  have  repaid 
the  Expences  he  might  have  been  at. 

However  that  might  be,  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Ship's  Com- 

cTL         J'   -J  J     pany  were  of  the  laft  Opinion  ;  it  was  im- 
Tbeyaredi'vtded.     ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^.^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^     ^^^^ 

were  forty ;  and  they  demanded  the  Boat  and  the  Canoe,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  yield  to  their  Requeft.  The  Chaplain  of  the 
Adour  was  of  this  Number :  If  it  had  npt  been  fo,  I  Ihould  have 
thought  myfelf  obliged  to  accompany  them ;  but  it  was  neceffary 
to  divide  the  fpiritual  Aids,  as  we  did  the  Provifions,  The  next 
Morning,  after  Mafs,  the  Chaplain,  who  was  &  Dominican  Fa.- 
thcr,  defired  that  I  would  blefs  the  three  Vehicles :  I  obeyed-, 
and  I  baptized  the  Boat,  and  called  it  the  5/.  Saviour,  In  the 
Evening  after  Prayers,  I  made  a  laft  Effort  to  bring  all  our 
People  to  be  of  one  Opinion  ;  I  eafily  obtained,  that  the  Day 
following  they  fhould  depart  together,  that  they  fhould  go  to 
encamp  in  the  Ifland  tliat  was  fartheft  from  the  Land,  and  that 
they  fhould  determine  there  according  ♦o  the  Wind. 

We  departed  in  Faft  the  25th  about  Noon,  and  we  failed  to- 
gether for  feveral  Leagues ;  but  towards  Sun-fet,  we  faw  the 
Boat  take  the  Channel,  that  they  muft  crofs  to  go  to  the  Ha- 
•vannahi  without  concerning  themfelves  about  the  Canoe,  whofe 
Provifions  they  carried ;  and  which  not  being  able  to  follow 
them,  was  obliged  to  join  us.  We  received  them  kindly,  tho* 
amongft  thofe  who  were  in  it,  there  v/ere  fome  whom  we  had  Rea- 
fon  not  to  be  pleafed  with.  We  landed  in  the  Ifland,  where  we 
had  agreed  all  to  unite,  and  where  a  Company  of  Savages  were 
^ome  already,  I  know  not  with  what  Defign.  We  were  upon  our 
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Guard  all  Night,  and  we  departed  very  early  in  the  Morn- 
ing. 

The  Weather  was  charming,   and  the  Sea  fine,  and  oui  Com- 
The  B    t  take     P*"^  began  to  envy  thofe  that  were  in  the 

-z.  D    .    r.L  T>:      Boat,  as  having  taken  the  better  Courfe.  Some 
the  Route  of  the  D\-     ,        '  *        ^ -.^    <>  r^i.-  c  .l        l 

j     .         ■'  began  to  murmur  at  it,  &  our  Chiefs  thought 

it  beft  to  feem.  willing  to  fatis fy  them  :  So 
they  took  the  Route  of  the  Channel.  After  two  Hours,  the 
Wind  grew  ftronger,  and  they  fancied  they  faw  the  Appearances 
of  a  Storm  ;  then  they  all  agreed  that  it  was  Raflinefs  to  en- 
gage ourfelves  in  fuch  a  long  Tiaverfe,  in  fuch  Boats  as  cur's ; 
for  nothing  could  be  weaker  than  our  Boats,  which  took  Water 
every  where :  But  as  to  go  tp  St.  Augufiint  we  mull  have  gone 
all  the  Way  back  which  we  had  made  hitherto,  we  unanimouily 
agreed  to  go  towards  the  Biloxi. 

So  we  made  the  Weft,  but  we  did  not  advance  much  that 
f     f  f        f.     Day*  and  we  were  obliged  to  pafs  the  Night 

2  ^        .L   Ti/r»       iu  the  Boat,  which  was  far  from  having  Room 
6et*ween  the  JVIar-  v  r  n  ^    i      j  rn.     ° .». 

tvrs     d  th  T  r-    *"ough  for  us  all  to  lay  down.    The  27th,  we 
tie  Iff   d  "    encamped    in  an  Ifland,    where  we  found 

fome  Cabins  forfaken,  fome  Paths  a  great 
deal  trodden,  and  the  Footfteps  of  Spanijh  Shoes.  This  is  the  firft 
of  the  Turtle  IJlands,  The  Soil  is  the  fame  as  at  the  Martyrs.  I  can*t 
conceive  what  Men  can  do  in  fuch  a  bad  Country,  and  fodiftant 
from  any  human  Habitation.  We  ftill  fleered  Weft,  and  wc 
failed  with  fuch  a  Rapidity,  that  could  only  proceed  from  the 
Currents. 

We  went  a  great  Way  again  the  25th,  till  Noon.  Though 
we  had  little  Wind,  the  Iflands  feemed  to  run  Poft-hafte 
by  the  Side  of  us.  At  Noon  we  took  the  Elevation,  which 
we  found  twenty-four  Degrees  fifteen  Minutes.  If  our  Sea 
Charts  were  exadt,  we  were  at  the  Weft  End  of  the  Turtle 
IJlands.  It  was  hazardous  to  engage  ourfelves  in  the  open  Sea, 
and  if  I  could  have  governed,  we  ftiould  have  left  all  thefe 
Iflands  on  the  Left  Hand  j  but  our  Officers  were  afraid  they 
fliould  not  find  a  PafTage  between  them  and  the  Continent. 
They  had  great  Reafon  to  repent  it,  for  we  were  afterwards 
two  Days  without  feeing  Land,  tho'  we  fleered  continually 
North  and  North  Eaft. 
Then  our  Sailors  began  to  defpair,  and  in  Reality  there  needed 

^    9^/>    9  7      d      ^^^y  a  Guft  of  Wind,  fcveral  of  which  we 
iJye  tailors     e*     j^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  sAx^c^y  to  drown  us.     Even  the 

J*  '^'  calm  Weather  had  its  Inconveniencies  ;  they 

were  obliged  to  row  all  Day,  and  the  Heat  was  exceflive.    The 

Sailors  had  Reafon  enough  to  be  diflatisfied  :  The  Obftinacy  of 

,two  Qr  three  People  had  cxpofed  us  to  the  Danger  in  which  v.'c 

found 


360  An  Hifimcai  Jmrnai  (^ 

foand  oorfelves ;  but  the  Mifchief  was  doae,  ud  required  m> 
other  Remedy,  than  Murmuring.  Since  our  Departure  from 
JjQmJiana,  I  could  not  prevail  with  the  greatcil  Part  to  come  to 
the  Sacraments,  very  few  had  even  performed  the  Duties  oiEafitr. 
I  took  Advantage  of  this  Occafion  to  engage  every  Body  to  pro- 
mife  to  confefs  themfelves,  and  to  communicate  as  Toon  as  wf 
ihould  come  again  to  Land :  The  Promife  was  fcarcely  made, 
when  the  Land  appeared. 
We  fleered  diredly  for  it,  and  we  airived  there  before  Noon. 

Th,  Inccm,eni^  l}!^  f  *»  f  ^oon  we  were  in  26  Degrees  56 
:  ^  ..  ^  a  Minutes  Latitude.  We  had  always  the mau 
naese/tbtsLcaJf,  ^and  in  Sight,  without  being  able  to  ap- 
proach it,  becaufc  it  was  bordered  with  Iflands  and  Peninfula's, 
the  greateft  Pr .  t  of  which  are  low  and  barrea,  and  between 
which  there  is  fcarce  a  PafTage  for  a  Canoe  of  Ba.-Ic  What  we 
faSered  the  mod  from  was,  that  we  found  no  Water  in  them. 
The  next  Day  we  were  often  ftopt  by  contrary  Winds,  but  we 
found  Shelter  every  where,  and  we  got  a  fmall  Matter  by  Ihoot- 
5ng  and  fifliine.  We  wanted  nothing  but  Water  :  I  took  the  Ad- 
vantage of  this  Delay  to  make  every  Body  keep  the  Promiie 
they  had  made  of  coming  to  the  Sacrament. 
It  appears  that  there  are  few  Savages  in  all  this  Country. 

rk       D       c        W^  ^^w  **"^y  ^^  ®**^  Day,  who  came  t»- 
w  trwijiom    ^^^jg  ^^  j„  ^  Pettiaugre :  We  waited  for 

f  them ;  but  when  they  had  reconnoitred  us, 

they  did  not  dare  to  approach,  and  insi.de  all  the  Haile  they 
could  back  to  Shore.  The  joth,  we  were  obliged  to  netreach 
the  Allowance  of  Brandy,  which  we  Had  hitherto  dilbihuted 
every  Day  to  each  Man,  as  there  was  but  little  left,  which  we 
judged  neccffary  to  preferve  for  more  pFeifing  Occafions.  We 
began  ^Ifo  to  be  fparing  of  our  P<-ovinbns,  dpeciaily  the  Bif- 
ket.  Part  of  whicn  had  been  fpoiled^  So  that  we  were  reduced 
10  great  Extremities,  having  often  at  a  Meal  only  a  Hand- 
ful of  Kice,  which  we  were  obliged  to  boil  in  brackifli  W»- 

But  this  Coaft  is  the  Kingdom  of  Cyclers,  as  the  ^eat  Baafc 
Sfi  NewfowdHandy  and  th«  Gvilf  and  the  Riv«r  St,  Ltaamee 
are  that  of  the  Cod  -  Fifh.  All  th«j(e  low  Lands,  wiikh  we 
coeiled  as  near  as  poflible,  are  bordered  with  Trees,  to  which 
there  are  faftened  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  little  Oyflers,  of 
An  exquifite  Tafte  :  Others,  much  larger  and  lefs  d^ty,  are 
found  in  the  Sea  in  fach  Numbers,  that  they  form  Banks  in  it, 
which  we  take  at  firft  far  Rocks  on  a  JLevel  with  the  Surface  of 
the  Water.  As  we  did  not  dve  to  leave  the  Slvn-e,,  we  often 
entered  into  pretty  deep  BaySj  which  we  wore  ^li^d  to  go 
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round,  which  greatly  lengthened  our  Way ;  but  as  fooh  as 
the  main  Land  difappeared,  our  Men  thought  themfelves  loil. 
The  15  th,  in  the  Morning,  we  met  a  Upanip  Long-Boat,  in 
IV  t  th  ^^^^^  "^^xt,  about  fifteen  Perfons:  They  were 
Part  of  the  Crew  of  a  Ship  which  had  been 
wrecked  about  the  River  St.  Martin,  It  was 
twenty-five  Days  fince  this  Misfortune  had 
happened,  and  for  forty-two  Perfons  they 
had  only  a  little  Boat,  which  they  made  Ufc  of  by  Turns, 
and  which  obliged  them  to  make  very  fliort  Journies.  This 
Meeting  was  a  good  Providence  in  our  Favour,  for  v/ithout 
the  Inftruftion  which  the  Spanijh  Captain  gave  us,  we  could 
never  have  found  the  Route  which  we  were  to  keep ;  and 
the  Uncertainty  of  what  might  become  of  us,  might  have  in- 
clined our  Mutineers  to  fome  Violence,  or  to  fome  defperate 
Refolution. 

The  next  Night  we  were  in  very  great  Danger.     We  all  lay 
j^  ^ ,  .        in  a  little  Ifland,  except  three  or  four  Men, 

Mr^'W  "^^^  guarded  the  Boat.     One  of  them,  after 

J  ^'^    '  having  lighted  his  Pipe,  imprudently  fet  his 

Match  on  the  Side  of  the  Boat,  exadlly  in  the  Place  where  the 
Arms,  the  Powder,  and  the  Provifions  were  kept  in  a  Cheft  co- 
vered with  a  Tarpaulin  :  He  fell  afleep  after  this,  and  while  he 
ilept,  the  Tarpaulin  took  Fire.  The  Flame  waked  him  as  well 
as  his  Companions,  but  in  one  Minute  more  the  Boat  had  been 
blown  up  or  funk  ;  and  I  leave  you  to  judge  what  would  have 
become  of  us,  having  only  a  Canoe,  which  could  hold  but  the 
fixth  Part  of  our  Company,  without  Provifions,  Ammunition, 
or  Arms,  and  on  an  Ifland  of  Sand,  in  v/hich  there  grew  only 
fome  wild  Herbs. 

The  next  Day,  the  i6th,  the  Canoe  left  us  to  go  to  join  the 
Spaniards.  We  had  the  Wind  againft  us,  and  we  were  obliged 
to^o  with  the  Sounding- Line  in  Hand,  becaufe  the  Coail  was 
fo  flat,  and  fo  paved  with  fharp  Flints,  that  at  flx  Leagues  from 
the  Shore  our  Boat,  which  drew  but  two  Feet  Water,  was  every 
Moment  in  Danger  of  ftriking  and  bulging.  We  were  in  the 
feme  Diftrefs  the  two  following  Days,  and  the  20th  we  en- 
camped in  an  Ifland  which  makes  the  Eaft  Point  of  the  Bay  of 
the  Apalmches.  All  Night  we  faw  Fires  on  the  main  Land, 
which  we  were  near ,  and  we  had  obferved  the  fame  for  fome 
Days.  '' 

The  2ift  we  fet  off  with  a  very  thick  Fog,  which  being  foon 
difperfed,  we  faw  fome  Buoys,  which  the 
Spaniards  had  told  us  to  follow.  We  follow- 
ed them  mating  the  North,  and  we  found 
Help  it  was  impoflible  10  fliun  the  Sand- 
A  a  a  BrxnUu, 
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Banks,  of  which  this  Coall  is  full,  and  which  for  the  mo(c  Part 
are  covered  with  Oyfters.  About  ten  o'clock  we  perceived  a 
fquare  Fort  of  Stone,  with  pretty  regular  Baftions ;  we  imme- 
diately hoifted  the  white  Flag,  and  a  Moment  after  they  called 
out  to  us  in  French  not  to  come  any  nearer. 

We  llopt,  and  in  a  Moment  we  faw  a  Pettiaugre  coming  to- 
wards us,  with  three  Men  in  it.  One  of  the  three  was  a  Bif- 
eayneer  :  He  had  been  a  Gunner  in  Louijiana^  and  he  was  in  the 
fame  Employment  at  5/.  Mark.  After  the  common  Queftions, 
the  Bifcayneer  was  of  Opinion,  that  only  the  Captain  of  the 
Adour  and  I  fhould  go  to  fpeak  with  the  Commandant,  which 
we  accordingly  did.  This  Commandant  was  only  a  Deputy, 
and  a  Man  of  Senfe :  He  made  no  Difficulty  to  let  our  Boat 
come  up  to  the  Fort,  and  he  invited  our  Officers  and  the  prin- 
cipal Paflengers  to  Dinner  ;  but  it  was  after  our  Boat  had 
been  vifited,  and  all  the  Arms  and  Ammunition  taken  out, 
and  carried  to  his  own  Magazine,  with  a  Promife  to  reftore 
them  when  we  ihould  depart. 

This  Poft,  which  M.  Delille  has  fet  down  in  his  Chart  under 

rk  /•  •..•      ^.z.      the  Name  of  5/.  M«m ^*y^W«f>6^,  was  always 
Befcrtptionofthe     ^^jj^^   ^^^  ^^^^^     ^.j^^    Spaniards   had  for- 

K^oun  ry,  merly  a  confiderable  Settlement  here,   but 

which  was  reduced  to  be  of  little  Confequence,  when  in  1704 
it  was  entirely  deftroyed  by  the  Englijh  of  CaroUnay  accompa- 
7'.i<;0  by  a  great  Number  of  the  Savages  called  Alibamons.  The 
Si'.inijh  Garrifon,  which  confided  of  thirty-two  Men,  was  made 
r'rifoners  of  War;  but  the  Savages  burnt  17  of  them,  among 
whom  were  three  Francifcan  Friars ;  and  of  feven  Thoufand 
Apalachest  who  were  in  this  Canton,  and  who  had  almoft  all  em- 
braced Chrifiianityy  there  remained  at  St.  Mark  but  four  hundred, 
who  withdrew  towards  the  MaubiU,  where  the  greateft  Part  of 
them  are  at  prefent. 

The  Forefts  and  Meadows  near  the -Fort  are  full  of  wild  Cattle 
and  Horfes,  which  the  Spaniards  let  run  here,  and  as  they  want 
them,  they  fend  fome  Savages,  who  take  them  with  Snares. 
Thefe  Savages  are  alfo  Apalaches,  who  probably  went  away 
when  the  Fnglijh  took  this  Place,  and  who  returned  after  they 
were  retired.  For  the  reft,  this  Bay  is  exaftly  what  Garcilajfo 
de  la  Vepay  in  his  Hiftory  oi Florida,  calls  the  Port  of  Aute.  The 
Fort  is  Duilt  on  a  little  Eminence,  furrounded  by  Marfhes,  and 
a  little  below  the  Confluence  of  two  Rivers,  one  of  which  comei 
from  the  North  Eaft,  and  the  other  from  the  North  Weft.  They 
are  but  fmall,  and  full  of  Caimans,  and  notwithftanding  pretty 
well  ftored  with  Fiih. 
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Two  Leagues  higher,  on  the  River  of  the  North  Weft,  there 

0/  the  Apala-    "  ^^^^"585  ofjpalaches ;  and  in  the  Lands  • 
V  -^  '^  to  the, Weft,  at  a  League  and  half  from  the 

Fort,  there  is  a  fecond.  This  Nation  for- 
merly very  numerous,  and  which,  divided  into  feveral  Cantons, 
poftefted  a  very  large  Country,  is  at  prefent  reduced  to  be  very 
inconffderable.  It  embraced  Chrijiianity  long  ago,  yet  the 
Spaniards  do  nOt  truft  them,  and  they  do  right :  For  befides 
that  thcfe  ChriJHanSy  being  deftitute  of  all  fpiritual  Aids  for  a 
great  Number  of  Years,  are  no  longer  fuch  but  in  Name,  their  ' 
Conquerors  treated  hem  at  firft  with  fo  much  Severity,  that  they 
ought  always  to  look  upon  them  as  Enemies  not  well  recon- 
ciled. It  IS  difficult  to  make  good  Chriftians  of  People,  to 
whom  their  firft  Treatment  rendered  tlhrifiianity  odious. 

Thev  told  us  at  8t,  Mark^  that  a  Refolution  was  taken  to 
re-eftaolifti  this  Port  in  its  firft  State,  and  that  they  expefted  here 
five  thoufand  Families :  This  is  much  more  than  the  Spaniards 

of  Florida  can  raife. The  Country  is  fine,  well  wooded,  well 

watered,  and  they  fay  that  the  farther  you  advance  into  the 
Country,  the  more  fruitful  it  grows.  They  confirmed  to  us  at 
this  Fort,  what  the  Spaniards  whom  we  met  had  told  us  al- 
ready, ;hat  the  Savages  of  the  Martyrs^  and  their  King  Don  Diego^ 
were  a  bad  Sort  of  People,  and  that  if  we  had  not  kept  a  good 
Guard,  they  would  have  done  us  fome  Injury.  They  told 
us  farther,  that  a  Spanijh  Brigantine  being  lately  wrecked  • 
near  the  Place  were  we  met  four  Savages  in  a  Pettiaugre, 
all  the  Crew  had  been  empaled,  and  eaten  by  thefe  Barba- 
rians. 

St,  Mark  is  dependent  on  St  Auguftin  for  Military  and  Civil 
Affairs,  and  on  the  Ha<vannah  in  Spirituals.  Notwithftanding, 
it  is  the  Convent  of  the  Cordeliers  of  St,  Auguftin  that  fends  a 
Chaplain  hither :  I  found  one  here,  who  was  a  very  amiable  Per- 
fon,  and  who  did  us  a  very  great  Service.  He  informed  us,  that 
the  Commandant  of  St.  Mark  wanted  to  detain  us  till  he  had 
given  Advice  of  our  Arrival  to  the  Governor  of  St.  Auguftin^ 
and  had  received  his  Orders.  I  defired  him  to  afk  this  Officer 
if  he  was  in  a  Condition  to  fupport  us  all  the  Time  that  we 
ftiould  be  here,  fince  what  Provifions  we  had  left,  were  fcarce 
fufficient  to  carry  us  to  Louijiana. 

He  acquitted  himfelf  very  well  of  his  Commiffion,  and  hir 
Difcourfe,  accompanied  with  fome  Prefents,  which  he  hinted 
to  us  that  we  ought  to  make  the  Governor,  had  all  the  Ef- 
feft  which  we  expeded  from  it.  This  Officer  granted  ns, 
with  a  very  good  Grace,  fome  Guides,  which  we  defired 
of   him  for    St.   Jo/eph,  which   is  thirty    Leagues   from   St, 
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Mark  ;  and  the  Way,  as  we  had  been  informed,  not  eafy  to 
find. 

This  obliged  us  to  ftay  the  next  Day,  and  I  was  net  forry  for 
it,  for  befides  being  pretty  well  lodged  ir.  the  Fort  with  the 
Cordelier  (a  Dillin£lion  that  was  paid  to  me,  and  which  I  owed 
to  ray  Habit)  I  was  glad  to  take  a  fliori  Survey  of  the  Environs 
of  the  Fort.  They  go  by  Land  from  St.  Mark  to  St.  Auguftin  ; 
the  Journey  is  eighty  Leagues,  and  the  Way  very  bad. 

We  departed  the  2 2d  in  the  Morning,  and  the  25th,  about 

jy  .  ^         ten  o'clock,  our  Guides  made  us  undertake 

St   Mark'^        '^     *  Traverfe  of  three  Leagues,  to  enter  into 

a  Kind  of  Channel,  formed  on  one  Side  by 
the  Continent,  and  on  the  ether  by  a  String  of  Iflands,  of  various 
Extents.  Without  our  Guides,  we  Ihould  never  have  dared  to  en- 
gage ourfelves  among  them,  and  we  (hould  have  miHed  the  Bay  of 
St.  Jo/eph.  We  were  now  almoft  deflitute  of  Provifions,  and  the 
Diiticulty  of  finding  Water  encreafed  every  Day.  One  Evening 
that  we  had  dug  at  ten  Paces  from  the  Sea,  on  a  pretty  high 
Ground,  and  got  none  but  brackifh  Water,  which  Vv'as  impcffible 
to  drink,  I  thought  of  making  a  (hallow  Hole  clofe  to  the  Sea 
Side,  and  in  the  Sand  :  It  immediately  filled  with  Water  that 
was  tolerably  frefh,  and  as  clear  as  if  it  had  been  taken  from 
the  fineft  Spring;  but  after  I  had  filled  a  Veflel,  it  flowed  no 
more,  which  made  me  judge  that  is  was  Rain  Water,  gathered 
in  this  Place,  meeting  with  a  hard  Bottom,  and  I  judge  that 
this  may  often  happen. 

As  foon  as  we  had  got  a-head  of  the  Iflands,  we  failed  till 

crv      /  P    r       *^"  o'clock  at  Night.     Then  the  Wind  fell, 
jtaes  at  rema-     ^^^  ^^^  rj,.^^^  ^j^.^,j^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  fupplied 

the  Want  of  it,  and  we  went  forward  all 
This  is  the  firft  Time  that  I  obferved  any  regular 
Ti3es  in  the  Gulf  of  M^rjr/Vo,  and  the  two  Spaniards  told  us,  that 
from  this  Place  to  Perfacole  the  Flux  is  twelve  Hours,  and  the 
Reflux  as  much.  Next  Day,  the  26th,  a  contrary  Wind  kept 
us  till  Night,  in  an  Ifland  pretty  well  wooded,  which  is  ten  or 
twelve  Leagues  long,  and  where  we  killed  as  many  Larks  and 
Woodcocks  as  we  pleafed.  We  faw  alfo  here  a  great  Number 
of  Rattle-Snakes.  Our  Guides  called  it  the  IjU  des  Chiens  (of 
Dogs)y  and  from  the  Beginning  of  it,  they  reckoned  ten  Leagues 
to  St.  Mark,  and  fifteen  to  St.  Jo/eph;  but  they  were  certainly 
miftaken  in  the  laft  Article,  for  it  is  at  leafl  twenty  Leagues,  and 
very  long  ones. 

The  27th,  at  eleven  o'Clock  at  Night,  we  ran  upon  a  Bank 
of  Oyfters  as  large  as  the  Crown  of  my  Hat,  and  we  were 
above  an  Hour  in  getting  off  again.  We  went  from  thence  to 
pafs  the  Night  in  a  Country  Houfe,   belonging  to  a  Captain  of 
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the   Garrifon  of  St.  Jo/epht  named  Dionizt   and  at  our  Arrival 

they  told  us  very  ftrange  News. 

They  aiTored    us   tnat    all  Lomjiana  was  evacuated    by   the 
»  ,f  jj  French  ;    that  a  large  French  Ship   came  to 

raije  Alarm,         ^^.^  jjj^^^^   ^^^^   ^.^^    embarked  there    the 

Commandant,  the  Direflor,  and  all  the  Officers  ;  that  after  their 
Departuie,  the  Savages  had  killed  all  the  Inhabitants  and  Sol- 
diers that  were  left,  except  a  fmall  Number  who  had  favcd  them- 
felves  in  two  Sloops  ;  that  being  in  Want  of  Provifions,  they 
were  gone  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Jo/eph  ;  that  thofe  who  arrived  firll 
were  well  received,  but  tliat  they  would  not  pcrnut  the  others 
to  land,  for  Fear  left  fo  many  French  being  together,  they  Ihould 
be  tempted  to  make  themfelves  MaAers  of  this  Poft,  which  we 
formerly  pofTeiTed. 

All  this  Story  had  fo  little  Probability,  that  I  could  not  pof. 
fibly  believe  it ;  but  it  was  told  with  fo  many  Circumftances,  and 
coming  from  People  who  had  fo  little  Intereil  to  impofe  upon  us, 
and  who  being  but  at  feven  Leagues  from  St.  Jo/epht  might  have 
News  from  thence  every  Day,  that  it  feemed  hard  (o  think  i| 
ihould  be  without  any.  Foundation.  The  grcatell:  Fart  of  our 
People  were  ftruck  with  it  ;  and  I  fovmd  in  myfelf  that  thefe 
general  Confternations  are  communicated  to  the  Heart,  in  Spite  of 
our  Underftanding,  and  that  it  is  £s  impoflible  not  ;o  feel  fome 
Fear  in  the  midft  of  People  who  are  feized  with  it,  as  not  to  be 
aifti&ed  with  thofe  that  weep.  I  did  not  in  the  leaft  believe 
what  they  had  juft  told  us,  and  yet  I  could  not  be  eafy. 

In  the  mean  Time  our  Company,  in  Spite  of  their  Defpair, 
finding  Plen^ty  of  Provifions,  and  the  Servants  of  the  Sieur 
Dioniz  very  obliging,  feafted  all  the  reft  of  the  Night.  In  the 
Morning  our  Guides  took  Leave  of  us,  according  to  tneir  Orders. 
We  had  no  further  Need  of  them  ;  for  befides  that  we  could  not 
xnifs  our  Way  to  St.  Jo/epht  we  met  with  at  the  Houfe  of  M. 
Dionix  z  Frenchman,  a  Soldier  in  his  Company,  and  an  old  Dcfer- 
ter  from  Mauhtle,  who  was  heartily  tired  of  the  Spanijh  Service, 
among  whom  he  was  often  almoft  ftarved,  as  he  faid,  though  they 
paid  kim  well :  So  we  eafily  engaged  him  to  go  witn  us  to 
St.  Joftphy  and  from  thence  to  Lotufianay  fuppofmg  he  could  get 
his  Difcharge. 
,    We  arrived  about  Five  in  the  Afternoon  at  St.  Jo/eph,  where 

j4    '  al    t  ^t      ^^^  ^^tt  perfcftly  well  received  by  the  Go- 
I  r    1  *     vemor.      We  found  there  two  great  Boats 

■'      "  *  ,  of  the  Biloxi^  with  four  French  Officers,  who 

were  come  to  reclaim  fome  Deferters,  but  they  did  not  find 
them  here.  We  had  feen  them  the  24th,  being  Whit-Sunday^  in  a 
Bark  that  was  under  Sail,  and  which  pafTed  pretty  near  us.  It 
h  very  probable  that  they  had  touched  at  St.  Jc/eph  ;  and  to 
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ivc  a  Colour  to  their  Defertion,    they  had  given  out  what  the 


ight  before  had  fo  greatly  alarmed  us.  Two  Cordeliers^  who 
fcrvcd  the  Chapel  of  the  Fort,  having  heard  of  my  Arrival, 
came  to  offer  me  a  Bed  in  their  Houfe,  which  I  accepted  very 


thankfully. 
For  the  re  It, 


I 


De/cription    of 
St.  Jofeph. 


do  not  think  there  is  a  Place  in  the  World 
where  one  might  lefs  expe^  to  meet  with 
Men,  and  efpecially  Europeans^  than  at  St. 
Jofeph,  ^y  the  Situation  of  this  Bay,  its 
Shores,  its  Soil,  and  all  that  Environs  it,  nothing  can  make  one 
conceive  the  Reafons  of  fuch  a  Choice.  A  flat  Coalt,  open  to 
the  Wind,  a  barren  Sand,  a  poor  Country  ;  and  which  can  have 
no  Manner  of  Commerce,  nor  even  ferve  for  Magazines  :  To 
fuch  a  Pitch  have  the  Spaniards  carried  their  Jealoufy  of  our 
Settlements  in  Louifiana.  We  had  been  guilty  of  the  Folly  be- 
fore them,  but  it  was  only  for  a  (hort  Time.  There  is  Reafon  to 
think  ^hat  they  alfo  will  correct  it  foon  ;  and  that  when  we  have 
reflored  Penfacole  to  them,  they  will  tranfport  thither  every  Thing 
they  have  at  St.  Jofeph. 

The  Fort  is  not  fituated  in  the  Bay,  but  on  the  Turn  of  a 
bending  Point:,  and  which  enclofes  an  liland.  This  Fort  is  only 
built  of  Earth,  but  well  enclofed  with  Palifadoes,  and  well  de- 
fended by  Guns.  It  has  a  pretty  numerous  Garrifon,  an  Etat 
Major  compleat,  and  almoft  all  the  Officers  have  their  Families 
with  them.  Their  Houfes  are  neat  and  convenient,  and  tole- 
rably furniflied,  but  every  where  in  the  Streets  we  fmk  up  to  the 
Ancles  in  Sand.  The  Ladies  never  go  out  but  to  Church,  and 
always  with  a  Pomp  and  Gravity,  which  is  to  be  feen  no  where 
but  among  the  Spufiiards. 

The  Day  after  our  Arrival,  which  was  the  29th,    there  was  a 

freat  Dinner  at  the  Serjeant  Major's.  This  Officer  had  been  in 
ouifiana,  and  been  highly  treated  there.  He  was  overjoyed  to  find 
this  Occafion  to  make  us  a  Return.  He  had  efpecially  made  a  par- 
ticular Friendfhip  inhis  Journey  to  Z.o«//f««a  with M./f«^^r/,  wno 
was  then  the  principal  CommiflUry  there,  and  who  was  amopgft 
us.  He  heard  that  a  Daughter  of  his  Friend,  three  Years  old, 
who  was  going  to  France  with  her  Father,  had  only  been  fprink- 
led  :  He  defired  they  would  complete  the  Ceremonies  of  her 
Baptifm  at  St.  Jofephy  and  he  would  be  her  Godfather.  This 
was  performed  with  great  Pomp,  and  firing  of  the  Guns.  The 
Godmother  was  a  Niece  of  the  Governor's,  who  at  Night  gave 
a  magnificent  Supper  ;  and  by  an  ExCefs  of  Politenefs,  feldom 
foui\d  among  the  Spaniards^  he  would  have  the  Company  of  the 
Ladies.  He  compleated  all  thefe  Civilities,  by  fiirnifhine  us 
with  Plenty  of  Provifions  to  continue  our  Route,  though  he  liad 
^ot  yet  received  the  Convoy  that  was  to  bring  him  Provifions 
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Irafon  he  had   refufed  fome  t» 
ceJity  had   touched  him  ex^ 


t.    c 


firom  the  H*vanftabt  and  for  t' 
the  Officers  of  BUoxi ;  but  ou* 
tremely. 

We  departed  the  30th  with  the  two  Boats,  and  the  Fort  faluted 
«.     -.  us  with  five  Guns.     We  made  feven  Leagues 

Ueparture  from     ^^^^  p^^^^  ^^^  ^^  anchored  at  the  Entrance 
5t.  Jolepn.  ^j- ^  River,  which  comes  out  of  a  Bay  open 

to  the  South  Eaft.  At  Eleven  at  Night,  the  Wind  coming  fair,  we 
took  Advantage  of  it,  and  we  ftecred  Weft  North  Well.  All  the 
Coaft  wasupon  the  fame  Point  of  the  Compafs  for  twenty  Leagues, 
quite  tothe  Ifland  of  St.  Ro/ei  and  we  do  not  iind  a  fingle  Fiace 
to  get  Shelter  from  a  Gult  of  Wind  that  Ihould  come  from  the 
open  Sea. 

The  31ft,  at  Four  in  the  Afternoon,  we  had  made  twenty 

i  Leagues,  and  we  anchored  behind  an  Ifland  which .fhuts  up  the 

*greatBayof  St.  Ko/e,  the  Entrance  of  which   is  dangerous  when 

■'the  Sea  runs  high.     Had  we  been  a   Moment  later,  we  fljould 

have  been  greatly  embarrafl'ed,   for  the  Wind  turned  all  at  once 

from  the  North  Eaft  to  the  South  Weft  ;  and  the  Waves  ran  To 

high  the  fame  Inftant,  that  it  would  have  been  impofTible  for  us 

to  nave  pafTed.  — 

The  I  ft  of  June,  about  Two  or  Three  in  the  Morning,  the 
Cha  I  A  ^^^^  beginning  to  flow,  we  re-embarked  ; 
in  V  rol  or  and  having  gone  a  fmall  League,  we  entered 
(i«««^«/St.Rofe.  j^j^  ^^  Channel  of  St,  Ro/ei  which  i»  four- 
teen Leagues  long.  It  is  formed  by  the  Ifland  of  St.  Re/e, 
.  which  has  this  Length,  but  is  very  narrow  ;  which  appears  all 
covered  with  Sand,  and  which  neverthelefs  is  not  ill  wooded. 
The  Continent  is  very  high,  and  bears  Trees  of  all  Kinds. 
The  Soil  is  almoft  as  fandy  as  at  St.  Mark  ;  but  if  they  dig  ever 

fo  little,   they  find   Water. The  Wood  here  is  very 

hard,  but  fubjed  to  rot  foon.  All  this  Coaft  fwarms  with  wild 
Fowl,  and  the  Sea  with  Fifli.  This  Channel  is  narrow  at  its 
Entrance  ;  afterwards  it  widens,  and  continues  the  Breadth  of 
half  a  League  to  the  Bay  of  Pen/acole*  The  Current  is  ftrong 
here,  and  was  in  our  Favour. 

About  Eleven  o'Clock  we  doubled  the  Point  aux  Chtweuihy 
(of  Roe-Bucks)  ;  at  the  Turn  of  which  the  t^xy  begins.  We 
turn  to  the  North,  then  to  the  North  Eaft.  The  Fort  is  a  fmall 
League  farther,  and  we  difcover  it  from  the  Point  aux  Chevreuils.. 
We  arrived  there  at  Noon,  and  were  fuprifed  to  fee  it  in  fuch  a 
bad  State.  It  appears  plain  that  they  do  not  expert  to  continue  in 
it.  The  Sieur  Carpeau  de  Montigni,  who  commands  here,  was  gone 
to  Biloxt,  and  we  found  here  only  fome  Soldiers.  The  Spa~ 
nijh  Fort,  which  was  taken  two  Years  ago  by  the  Count  de  Champ- 
meliny  was  behind,  and  there  remains  nothing  in  it  but  a  very  fine 
Ciftern  ;  the  buildirig  of  which  coft,  as  they  fay,  fourteen  thou- 
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fand  Pieces  of  Eight.    They  have  been  both  built  in  an  Ifland 

which  joins  almoft  to  the  main  Land,  which  is  not  thirty  Yards 

long,  and  the  Soil  of  which  does  not  appear  to  be  extraordinary. 

The  Bay  of  Put/acele  would  be  a  pretty  good  Port,  if  the 

n  /•  •**•        r    Worms  did  not  deftroy  the  Ships,  and  if  its 

,  ^/«''/^'''«    er    Entrance  had  a  little  more  Water  ;  but  the 

t/ft  Bay,  Htrcuksy  which  carried  M.  Champmelin^   ran 

a-jg^und  here.    This  Entrance  is  direftly  between  the  Weft  End 

ot  the  Ifland^/.  Kofi,  where  t\it  Spaniards  had  alfo  ^ailt  a  little 

Fort,  and  a  Bank  of  Sand.    It  is  10  narrow,  that  only  one  Ship 

can  pafs  at  a  Time  :   Its  Opening  is  North  and  South.     On  the 

other  Side  of  the  Sand  Banlc  there  is  another  Pafs,  where  there 

is  Water  only  for  Barks,  and  which  is  open  to  the  South  Weft. 

It  is  alfo  very  nvrow.    The  Moorings  for  Ships,  in  |he  Bay  of 

PtnpKttUi  is  along  the  liland  ^/.  Koje,  where  the  Anchorage  is 

fafe. 

We  departed  from  Pen/atok  at  Midnight,  and  about  Four  in 

•jU^„,„i  ^,  •;      the  >Iorning  we  left  Rio  ielos  Perdiehs  on  the 

\07&r  *'&^*-    I'Ws  River  was  fo  called,  becaufe  a 

SpamJhS\A^  was  wvccked  here,  and  all  the 
Ciew  loft.-— ^^^-— jDair/i&/«  Jflattd  is  five  Leagues  farther  on  the 
Left,  and  is  five  Leagues  Ion?,  but  very  narrow.  There  is  r.c 
leaft  ohehalf  of  thisliland  without  a  Tree  upon  it,  and  the  reft 
is  not  much  better.  The  Fort,  and  the  only  Habitation  that  re« 
mains  here,  are  in  the  Weft  Part.  Between  this  Iflan<l  and  t!.e 
Ifle  a  Cornet  which  is  a  League  diftant,  there  is  little  Water.  Ai 
the  End  of  this,  there  is  another  very  fmall  Ifland,  wiiich  they 
call  the  Round  J^nd,  on  Account  of  its  Shape.  We  paired  the 
Night  here. 

Over-againft  the  Bav  of  the  Pa/cagoulast  where  Madam  de  Chau- 
MMn/hasaGirant,  which  is  not  Ukety  to  pay  her  Expenccs  ioy^^ 
a  River  of  the  fame  Name,  and  which  comes  from  the  Nort;., 
runs  into  this  Bay.  The  next  Day,  about  Ten  o^Clock,  o;iecf 
our  Seamen  died  of  a  Quinfey.  This  is  the  only  Mm  wo  Icf: 
in  our  painfal  and  dangerous  Expedition.  An  Hour  aftej ,  \\t 
anchored  at  Biloxi,  where  they  were  rar. ngcly  fu-rprifed  to  {:q 
ixs.  I  went  immediately  to  fay  Mafs,  to  return  Thanks  toGoD  ih-c 
having  fupported  us  in  the  midft  of  fo  jiiany  Fatigues,  and  for 
delivering  us  from  fo  many  Dangers. 
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in  St. "Domingo 

'  .     \  j_«*  in  tl 


T  Durft  not  venture  .0  .f  V-JJ  n^^ritc  any  mor. «»  you^j^^ 
f«»  9»P« :f "S'Jhf  Bv"  t  was  «ry,««^^^^^ 


1  *;"«ing  Letter.  *aO»--;j,  '«  oW'g^fyYng  "Y  ^^, 
p/ehenfion».     I  am  "^^'if^l'    and  we  entered  U  at  ^^  ^^^^^^ 

\  tVp'^^XlS-yJ-'l- Arrival  atthc^/'.«.„7,U^^^^^^^ 
^  ThVftrftNewsweheario"  »- *:aea  with  S^-t^tis.    One 

Penf.c<.le«-     S:  Aman«b^-pt:^Z  ^ 

t»i/f.«  by  Oon  ^X  -nSSd  at  f'- i/f 'and  co<nL.a=i 
siip  in  N«.  «/«'«•  "ho^Ved  and  fifty  **« ^^n  of  the  S^- 
„f  ?orty  G"-"  »"*°"?       They  fay  *at  *«, ^  aid  totranfport 

ior:'^H.  is  a  Man  of  avery  g  ^.^^^  ^^^   j 

«'°^on..«..-»  ^^--i»f g:  :ne^.^S 
,-4!Sr  d"^fH^B£  ?ii:v^s:^rg :, 

Man  6f  war.  and  haa  e«g»g^t  » t-'-  »1'^  ^W'"- 
S?,e%hich  he  reckon,^" ,;«^„?.i6ed^^^ 

tune  there.     «/ J" £fa  J  not  quit  the  Road  ot  ^  « 

-erloper.namedJlfar««i/,a>?^°  ."{^    j^^  p„„,i,    ""faying, 

he  had  traded  ':<>»%^'drd„ot «»»  ?'''°;l  o^^^^^ 
Wmfelf.    This  armed  Ship  dia  no        ^^  ««-«"*  °°"fhe  Sacceft 

of  which  our  Omccrs  P^'^     ^  ^^  b 
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to  the  AggrdTors,  though  fuperior  in  Force.     We  fliall  foon  fee 

they  ^cre  miftaken  in  the  high  Opiaion  they  entertained  of  Mar- 

JhaL 

Notwithttanding,    that  l.nce   the  Departure  of   the   Adcm-y 

F  e       t  D  f        l^omc  of  the  Company's  Ships   had   brought 

.      .^t'  .'J*""'    fome  Provifionsto  Louiftana^  they  were  ftill  in 

//flw//rix)uiliana.    ^^^^^  Neceffity,    and    Difcontent   encreafed 

every  Day.  In  Spite  of  the  Care  which  M.  de  Bien'vilU  took  to 
comfort  the  Inhabitants,  we  heard  Talk  of  nothing  but  Schemes 
for  deferting.  Befides  the  Boat  which  we  met  on  the  Route  from 
St,  Mark  to  St.  Jofephy  all  the5wj/J  that  were  a.tthe  Liloxi,  with  the 
Captain  and  the  Officers  at  their  Head,  having  received  Orders 
to  go  to  NettJ  Orleans  in  a  Sloop,  armed  on  Purpofe  for  them, 
and  which  h^d  been  well  provided  with  Provifions,  inftead  of 
taking  the  Route  of  the  Mtjjijjippiy  had  turned,  with  Colours  fly- 
ing, to  the  Eaft,  and  *twas  not  doubted  but  they  had  taken  the 
ikoute  to  Carolina  ;  Lecaufe,  being  PrctfJiantSt  there  was  no 
Likelihood  they  Ihould  go  to  the  Spaniards  (a). 

The  8th  of  June  I  difcovered  a  Confpiracy  formed  to  carry  off 
J  pj  '     ,.r         the  Spanijh  Brigantine.  It  was  Seven  o'Clock 
,  <?{/<"o-      ^j  ^jght  vvhen  I  was  privately  informed  of 

'^^^^'*'  it,  and  I  was  aflured  that  before  Nine  the 

Scheme  would  be  put  in  Execution,  the  Commandant  of  the 
Brigantine  not  being  ufed  to  come  on  board  till  that  Hour. 
The  Confpirators  v;£ie  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  Number  ;  and 
their  Intention  was,  if  thfeir  Enterprise  fucceeded,  to  turn  Pi- 
rates. I  fent  immediately  to  inform  M.  de  Bien^ui/Ie,  who  was 
at  Table  with  Don  jiuguftin  Spinolay  who  rofe  immediately  and 
went  on  board,  and  the  Major  of  iheBiloxi  had  Orders  to  begin 
liis  Round  direftly. 

Thefe  Motions  made  the  Confpirators  apprehend  that  their 
Deiign  was  difcovered ;  and  the  Major  faw  only  four  or  five 
Men  met  together,  who  difappeared  as  foon  as  they  fawhinri,  and 
he  could  not  take  any  of  them,  (b  that  they  thought  ].  had 
given  a  falfe  Alarm.  But  befides  that,  for  feveral  Days  follow- 
ing, we  heard  of  nothing  but  of  Soldiers  and  Inhabitants  who 
had  difappeared  :  Some  of  thefe  Deferters  being  retaken,  con- 
fefled  the  Plot,  of  which  I  had  given  Information. 

The  1 2th,  a  Chief  of  the  TchaSias  came  to  tell  M.  de  Brnwlle 

cr'L -n     V(u  that  the  £Wi^  made  them  great  Promifes,  to 

Tbet.nglUhe»-     b^ng  them  over  to  their  Intereft,   and  to  en- 

.deavour  ^o  bring  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  more  Commerce  with 

•rr  r*  '"    t\i^  French.  The  Commandant,  oi^this  Occa- 

thetr  Party.  ^^^^^  ^  p^.^^^  ^^  jj^^  rx^^Rnt  he 


(^a)  We  have  fmce  heard  that  they  went  to  Carolina. 
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l»as  of  governing  at  his  Pleafure  the  Minds  of  the  Savages.  He 
knew  to  well  how  to  flatter  this  Chief,  that  with  feme  Prefents 
of  little  Confequence,  he  fent  him  away  very  well  diipofed  to 
continue  firm  in  our  Alliance.  This  Nation  would  give  us  a 
great  deal  of  Trouble  if  they  fhould  declare  againfi  us  ;  the 
Cbicachasy  the  Natchez^  and  the  Ta/ousy  would  icon  join  with 
them,  and  there  would  be  no  longer  any  Safety  in  navigating 
the  MiJpJJippi'y  even  if  thefe  four  Nations  fhould  not  draw 
in  all  the  reft,  which   very  probably  would  be  the  Cafe. 

About  the  End  of  the  Month,  an  Inhabitant  of  the  Illinois^ 
who  had  been  to  trade  on  the  Miffouriy  arrived  at  the  Biloxiy  and 
reported  that  he,  and  one  or  two  more  Frenchy  having  travelled 
as  far  as  the  OSiotatasy  who  in  1719  defeated  the  Spaniardsy  I 
mentioned  before,  they  were  well  received  by  them,  and  that 
for  the  Goods  they  carried  them,  they  have  received  feven  or 
eight  hundred  Livres  in  Silver,  partly  in  Coin  and  partly  in 
Bars ;  that  fome  c  f  thefe  Savages  had  accompanied  them  to  the 
Illinois y  and  aiTured  M.  de  Boijbriant  that  the  Spaniards y  fron^ 
whom  they  took  this  Silver,  got  it  from  a  Mine  a  little  Diftance 
from  the  Place  where  they  met  them,  and  that  they  have  offered 
to  carry  the  French  thither,  which  Offer  this  Commandant  had 
accepted.  Time  will  fhew  if  thefe  Savages  have  fpoken  with 
more  Sincerity  than  fo  many  others,  who  f  ?r  a  long  Time  have 
fought  to  draw  the  French  to  them  by  the  Allurement  of  Mines* 
none  of  which  have  been  yet  found  real  (a). 

The  2  2d  I  embarked  in  the  Bellonuy   which  failed  the  30th. 

^  -         The   2d  of  July  we  reckoned  that  we  bore 

ihemojCx'  ^°"^  ^"^  ^°"'^  °^  Pen/acoUy  from  whence 

we  chofe  to  take  our  Longitude,  becaufe 
that  of  the  Mouth  of  the  Miffijffippi  is  not  yet  afcertained. 
From  that  Time  to  the  20th  nothing  remarkable  happened. 
We  had  then  the  Sun  exaAly  over  our  Heads,  and  in  our  Voyage 
from  the  Martyrs  to  the  Blloxi,  we  had  borne  the  greateft  Heats 
of  the  Solftice,  without  being  able  to  defend  ourfelves  frpni 
them  in  any  Manner,  no  more  than  from  the  Dews,  which  fell 
plentifully  every  Night.  Yet,  would  your  believe  it.  Madam, 
we  fufFered  lefs  from  the  Heat  at  that  Seafon,  than  in  the  Month 
of  Jpril  before  our  Shipwreck  ? 
Yet  nothing  is  more  certain,  and  I  remembered  then  that  I 
^f /.      ^.  had  been  feveral  Times  much  furprifed  to 

/A  JvT      "'  "*    ^"  P^°P^^'  w^°  ^«*"«  ^'^^  ""^"  ^^"^  '°"^<^ 

Zone,  complain  of  the  great  Heats  of  France, 

We  were  in  the  fame  Cafe  in  the  Month  of  Jprii,  we  had  the 


i 


(d)  We  hK^e  hf»rd  n«  mor«  of  this  Mine  fince  that  Tim*. 
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fkme  Heats  that  we  feel  in  France^  and  even  in  Italy  in  the 
Month  of  July.  In  the  Month  of  July,  during  the  Dog  Days, 
we  were  under  the  Zone,  and  the  Heat  was  much  greater,  but^ 
it  was  more  fupportable.  This  Difference  did  not  proceed  from 
the  Winds ;  we  had  the  fame,  and  we  had  always  fome  in  both 
Seafons.  Neither  was  it  only  from  our  beine;  more  ufed  to 
them,  for  we  were  not  fubje£t  to  thofe  continual  Sweats^  which 
had  fo  much  troubled  us  in  the  Month  of  Jpri/. 

We  muft  therefore  feek  for  another  Reafon,  and  this  is  what 
occurs  to  my  Mind.     In  the  Spring,  the  Air  is  ftill  full  of  Va- 
pours, which  the  Winter  railes.     Thefe  Vapours^  when   the 
Sun  approaches  them,  are  dire^y  inflaihed,  and  this  is  what 
Caufed  thofe  heavy  Heats,   and  thofe  plentiful  Sweats,  which 
overpowered  us  in  the  Month  of  JpHl:  We  were  almoft  always  in 
Balmo  Maria,     In  the  Month  of  July,  thefe  Vapours  were  dif- 
perfed,  and  tho*  the  Sun  was  much  nearer  us,   the  leaft  Wind 
fufficed   to  refrefli  us,  by  blunting  the  Power  of  its  Rays  al- 
moft perpendicular  over  our  Heads.     Now  in  France  the   Sun 
jnever  thoroughly  difperfes  the  Vapours,  as  it  does  between  the 
Tropics;   at  leaft  they  are  here  much  J-'fs  grofs ;   and   this  is 
what  produces,  not  the  Difference  of  the  Heat,  but  the  different 
Senfation  of  the  Heat. 
The  20th,  we  difcovered  the   Land  of  Cuba,  which  three 
Months     before    we    had    made  in   feven 
Days.     Two  Things  occafioned  this  Delay. 
The  firft  is,  that  we  cannot  depend  on  our 
Obfervations  when  the  Sun  is  fo  near,  be- 
Caufe  its  Rays  form  no  fenfible  Angle  (a).    For  this  Caufe^ 
when  we  have  the  leafl  Sufpicion  of  the  Land's  being  near,   we 
dare  make  no  Sail  in  the  Night.     The  fecond  is,  that  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Bellona  wanted  to  go  to  the  Havarmah,  and  as  he 
judged  that  the  Currents  bore  to  the  Eaftj  he  made  the  Weft 
as  much  as  he  thought  neceffary,  not  to  mifs  his  MsCrk. 

However,  he  was  vefy  nigh  palfing  before  the  Hu'vannah  with- 
out knowing  it.  They  came  and  told  me  very  early  in  the 
Mornine;  that  they  faw  Land ;  I  afked  how  it  appeared,  and  on 
ihe  Anfwer  they  made,  I  affured  them  it  was  Cape  Bed.  They 
lauehed  at  me,  and  the  two  Officers  of  the  Adbur,  who  were* 
with  us,  w.ere  the  firft  to  maintain  that  I  was  miftaken.  I  went 
iipon  Deck,  and  perfifted  in  my  Opinion^  contrary  to  that  of 
the  whole  Ship :  Our  Pilots  alarming  th?^t  we  were  fixty  Leagues 
inore  to  the  Weft.  At  Sun-iet  I  difcovcrc  \  the  Table  of  Marianne^ 
but  I  was  ftill  alone  in  my  Opinion:  However,  we  had  the  Wind 


We  difcover 
the  Land  of  Cu- 
ba* 


(»)  This  Defeat  of  t>AvW%  v^dr^ht  is  remedied  by  lUiki'%, 
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l]gAinfl:  us»  and  all  Night  we  only  made  Tacks  to  and  from  the 
Land. 

The  next  Day  at  Noon  we  were  ftill  in  Sight  of  the  two 
Lands^  which  were  the  Subjeft  of  our  Difpute,  when  upon 
coming  nearer  the  Shore,  we  perceived  the  Havannab  betore 
fis»  which  greatly  pleafed  the  Captain,  who  had  a  large  Parcel 
of  Goods  that  he  expected  to  difpofe  of  to  the  Spaniards  for  a 

freat  Profit.  I  was  little  concerned  for  his  Intereft  ;  but  if  we 
ad  been  further  out  at  Sea,  and  the  Wind  had  not  been  againft 
us  all  Night,  the  Error  and  Obftinacy  of  our  Pilots  and  our 
Officers  would  have  cod  ui  dear.  The  Wind  was  fair  to  en- 
ter the  Havamtab,  and  at  five  in  the  Afternoon  we  were  but  a 
League  off;  then  we  fired  two  Guns,  one  to  fhew  our  Flag, 
the  other,  after  we  had  twilled  the  Flag  round  the  Staff,  as  a 
Signal  of  Diftrefs,  to  require  a  Pilot  from  the  Port. 

Nothing  appeared,  and  it  was  refolved  to  fend  the  Ca- 
«oe  to  aik  Leave  to  come  u\ ;  but  as  it  was  already  late,  it 
was  put  oiF  till  next  Day,  and  all  the  Night  we  pafTed  in 
hiaking  Tacks.  The  23d  an  Ofiicer  of  the  Belkna  embarked 
to  go  to  alk  the  Governor's  Confent  for  us  to  water  in  his  Port» 
and  to  buy  Provifions,  becaufe  they  could  not  give  us  a  fuf* 
ficient  Supply  at  the  Biloxi.  This  was  but  a  Pretence,  but  I  did 
not  know  it,  and  the  Captain  havmg  defired  me  to  accompany 
his  Officer,  I  thought  it  not  proper  to  refufe  him. 

I'he  Entrance  of  the  Port  of  the  Havaanab  looks  towards  the 
n  /•  •*.•      r     North  Weft  and  by  Weft  :  On  the  Left,  at 
Uejcrtpttonof      ^^^  Entrance,  we  fee  a  Fort  built  upon  a 
^  Rock,  at  the  Foot  of  which  we  muft  pafs  : 

They  call  it  the  Moro  Fort.  It  is  folidly 
Duilt,  and  has  three  good  Batteries  of  Brafs  Cannon,  one  above 
the  other.  On  the  Right  there  is  a  Range  of  Baftions,  which 
appeared  to  be  newly  finilhed,  or  lately  repaired.  The  En* 
trance  in  this  Place  is  but  five  or  fix  hundred  Paces  wide,  and 
they  fhut  it  up  by  an  Iron  Chain,  which  may  ftop  a  Ship  long 
enough  to  be  beat  to  Pieces  by  the  Guns,  before  it  can  breax 
the  Chain. 

The  Pafiage  widens  a  little  afterwards  up  to  the  Town,  tbat 
is  to  fay,  for  three  or  four  hundred  Paces.  The  Channel  turns 
from  thence  to  the  Left  a  good  Way  beyond  the  City,  which 
is  on  the  Right.  —— i— —  This  is  all  I  can  fay  of  it,  having 
never  been  any  farther.  I  only  know  that  the  City  occupies 
the  Head  of  a  Peninfula,  and  tbat  the  Side  of  the  Land, 
which  is  its  whole  Length,  is  enclofed  by  a  good  Wall,  with 
i^aftions.  It's  Afpeft  is  very  agreeable  and  open,  as  foon  as 
we  have  pafted  the  Moro  CaftU,  The  Streets  are  well  laid  out, 
the  Qgay  large  and  well  kept,  the  Houfei  well  built  for  the 
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moft  Part :  There  are  a  good  Number  of  Churches,  and  which 
appear  tolerably  fine ;  but  I  never  wentjinto  any  of  them  :  In  a 
Word,  a  City  which  contains  twenty  thoufand  Souls  does  not 
make  a  greater  Appearance ;  but  the  Hanjannahy  as  I  have  been 
told,  has  not  near  fo  many. 
Upon  my  landing  I  met  feveral  of  the  Sailors  of  the  Adour^ 
cru    V  *     f*u^'^  well  of  the  Long-Boat  as  of  the  Canoe. 

n  er  ofer  viar-         ^^  ^^^^  wrecked,  they  were  five  Days  get- 
**  *  ting  to  this  Port,  and  almoft  always  in  the 

greateft  Danger  of  being  loft.  I  had  no  Time  to  enquire  by 
what  Means  the  fecond  came  here.  But  the  Serjeant,  who  en- 
tered our  Canoe  at  the  Foot  of  the  Moroy  to  condudl  us,  took 
Care  to  (hew  us  the  Brigantine  of  the  Interloper  MarJhaU  whom 
I  mentioned  at  the  Beginning  of  my  Letter.  It  was  moored 
near  a  Boat  fo  fmall,  that  it  could  with  Difficulty  carry  fif- 
teen or  twenty  Men,  which  notwithftanding  had  taken  this  Bri- 
gantine by  boarding  her.  We  muft  allow  that  the  Privateers  of 
Cuba  and  the  neighbouring  Iflands  are  brave :  Our  Flibuftiers 
^<r^  have  learnt  them  to  fight;  but  confidering  the  Difpropor- 
tion  of  the  Force,  and  the  Valour  and  the  Guns  of  the  Englijh, 
they  muft  have  been  taken  by  Surprife. 

The  Governor  of  the  Havannah  received  us  coldly,  and  after 

cTL  n  r   having  heard  us,  he  told  us  he  fhould  have 

.  ^^^^'^'^'^^or  of    j^gg^  .^  jf  ^^  ^^^jjj  jj^^g  granted  our 

/^^  Wavannah  re~     r        ft  .  but  the  King  his  Matter  had  tied 
fuJesLem>r  to  en-     ^^  j^j^  ^^^^^  ^^   ^^j^  ^^.^j^j^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

^^   "     °^  '  was  above  all  exprefly  forbid  to  receive  any 

VefTel  coming  from  Louifiana.  He  added  that  there  were  fe- 
veral Places  on  the  fame  Coaft  where  we  might  ftop  without 
any  Danger,  and  where  they  would  fupply  us  with  all  the  Re- 
frefhments  we  wanted.  We  were  forced  to  be  contented  with 
this  Anfwer,  and  after  having  paid  my  Compliments  to  the 
Reftor  of  the  College  which  we  have  in  this  City,  I  re-em- 
barked. 

The  next  Day,  the  twenty-fourth,  at  fix  in  the  Morning, 
we  were  North  and  South  of  the  Loaf  of  Matanzat  and  at 
half  an  Hour  after  eleven  off  Rio  de  Cirocay  where  there  is  e 
Spanijh  Habitation.  But  as  the  Captain  was  refolved  to  try  if 
he  could  not  fucceed  better  at  Matanza  than  he  had  at  the  Ha- 
tvannahy  and  that  he  had  ftill  feven  Leagues  thither,  he  took 
the  Refolution  to  ply  off  and  on  all  Night;  and  the  25th  at 
Day-break  we  found  ourfelves  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Bay,  which 
is  two  Leagues  wide. 


(*)  Fr«e  JSltimt  aid  Muhtttet  •(  the  Frinci  Iflands. 
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To  enter  it  we  muft  at  firft  double  a  Point,  which  docs  not 
-.-...       -      advance  far  into  the   Sea,    then   make   the 
Uejcrtpnonof      ^^^  ^^^  ^  League  ;  then  we  difcover  on  the 
the  Bay  of  Ma-       ^^^^^  y^^^^  another  Point,  behind  which  is 
*^"^**  the  Fort,  and  a  large  Quarter  of  a  League 

farther  the  Town  of  Matanza,  between  two  Rivers,  which  walh 
its  V/alls  on  bjth  Sides.  About  ten  in  the  Morning,  they  fent 
a  Canoe  thither  with  an  Officer,  who  did  not  find  the  Com- 
mandant of  the  Fort  there.  He  declared  our  pretended  Ne- 
ccflity  to  the  Deputy,  but  this  Officer  told  him  he  could  not 
take  upon  himfelf  to  grant  the  Pcrmiflion  we  required  ;  that  all 
he  could  do  for  our  Service  wa  to  fend  a  Courier  to  the  Havana 
fia/j,  to  know  the  Intentions  of  the  Governor  of  that  Cit^,  who 
was  his  General ;  that  if  this  would  content  us,  we  might  iii 
the  mean  Time  anchor  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Point,  where 
we  ihould  be  fafer. 

This  Anfwer,  and  the  Declaration,  which  our  Pilots  then 
thought  fit  to  make,  that  they  would  not  anfwer  for  bringing 
the  Ship  into  the  Bay  of  Matanz,a,  becaufe  they  were  not  fuffi- 
ciently  acquainted  with  it,  determined  the  Captain  at  l^ft  to 
continue  his  Route  with  his  whole  Packet  of  Merchandize,  for 
the  Sake  of  which  he  had  made  us  lofe  at  leaft  fifteen  Days  of 
precious  Time.  The  next  Dav,  at  fix  in  the  Morning,  we  had 
IHII  behind  us  in  Sight  the  Loaf  of  Matanza,  from  which  we 
reckoned  ourfelves  diftant  between  twelve  and  fifteen  Leagues; 
and  the  27th  at  five  in  the  Morning  we  difrovered  from  the 
Maft-Head  the  Land  of  Florida. 

At  this  Sight  we  fleered  North  North  Eaft  ;  two  Hours  after 
o  /r      ^1        2.    we  changed  our  Courfe,  to  ta^ce  a  little  more 

fjunnti.  vj  ±tA  Route^  ^ud  we  found  ourfelves  in  the  true 
Current,  which  goes  to  the  Channel  of  Ba- 
hamOi  for  we  went  as  fwift  as  an  Arrow.  We  faw  at  this  In- 
llant  the  ^^oar,  which  fhewed  Hill  an  End  of  a  Maft  out  of 
Water,  but  the  Hulk  was  almoft  covered,  and  we  found  that 
flie  was  far  from  being  wrecked  over-againft  the  moft  northern 
of  t\it  Martyr  Iflands,  as  fome  Perfons  believed;  for  Ihe  was 
over-againfl  us  at  half  pafl  ten,  and  at  half  an  Hour  pafl  one 
the  laft  of  thefe  Iflands  was  ftill  to  the  North. 

About  three  c'Clock  we  difcovered  a  Breaker  from  the  Roundr- 
Top,  clofe  by  which  we  were  going  to  pafs,  and  farther  on  a 
Shoal,  which  ran  out  a  great  Way.  This  Shoal  was  probably 
the  End  of  the  Martyrs^  and  to  fliun  it,  we  fleered  all  the  reft 
of  the  Day  towards  the  South  and  the  Eafl,  the  Current  carry- 
ing us  always  to  the  North,  and  towards  Night  we  made  the 
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mujitake  to  go  from 
the  Channel  of  Ba- 
hama to  St.  Do- 
mingo. 


North  Eaft.  The  28th  at  Noon,  the  Pilot  judged  that  we  were 
at  the  Entrance  of  the  Channel,  in  twenty-five  Degrees  thirty 
Minutes,  at  half  pail  feven  o'Clock  at  Night  he  was  afraid  of 
being  too  near  the  Land,  and  (leered  South  South  £afl  till  Mid- 
night with  a  good  Wind.  At  Midnight  he  took  again  his  Route, 
and  the  29th  we  faw  no  more  Lana.  At  Evening  we  thought 
ourfelves  out  of  the  Channel,  but  for  greater  Security  we  conti- 
nued to  make  the  North  North  Eaft  till  ten  o'clock. 
In  all  the  reft  of  our  Voyage  to  Cape  St.  Franfois,  we  had  al- 

tru.  V    4  ^^^  always  little   Wind,    and    fometimes 

Ibi  Route  'we      ^^^^^^     p^^^  ^j^g   j^  rpjj^g  jj^g^^  ^^^^^ 

Storms  :  The  Sky  and  the  Sea  were  all  on 
Fire ;  and  the  Ship  leaning  to  one  Side, 
went  like  the  Wind  :  But  this  never  lafted 
long,  and  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour's  Rain 
cleared  the  Sky,  and  fmoothed  the  Waves  of  the  Sea,  which  re- 
fembled  thofe  Perfons  of  a  gentle  and  calm  Difpofition,  who 
have  fometimes  pretty  warm  Fits  of  Paflion,  but  who  are  foon 
pacified.  I  believe  that  what  contributes  to  calm  the  Sea  fo 
loon,  after  thefe  violent  Agitations,  are  the  Currents.  They  are 
in  Reality  very  perceiveable  in  thefe  Parts  :  On  the  other  Hand, 
they  vary  continually,  which  difconcerts  all  the  Skill  of  the  Pi- 
lots. 

Wher  we  are  out  of  the  Channel  of  Bahama,  the  dire£l  Route 
to  go  to  St,  Domingo  would  be  the  South  Eaft.  But  the  Winds 
which  blow  almoft  always  from  the  Eaftward  do  not  permit  us 
to  take  it,  and  we  muft  go  by  a  Parabolic  Line  to  the  Height  of 
Bermudas,  which  it  would  be  proper  to  difcover  if  poifible ;  to 
be  aftured  of  the  Longitude.  For  Want  of  this  Knowledge,  wc 
are  fometimes  obliged  to  go  to  the  Great  Bank  of  Neivfound- 
landt  before  we  can  be  fure  of  being  enough  to  the  Eaft  of  all 
thofe  Shoals,  which  lie  to  the  North  and  to  the  Eaft  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. 

-  Yet  they  have  not  always  gone  fo  far  about  to  go  from  the 

t\u  ru       1    r    Gulf  of  Mexico  to  this   Ifland.     In  the  firft 

nX.rZ  "J    Times  of  the  Difcovery  of  the  new  World. 

ijanama.  ^^^^^  ^^^j^^  followed  the  North  Coaft  of 

Cuba,  up  to  the  Point  of  Ithaca,  which  is  the  Eaft  End  of  it, 
fourteen  Leagues  from  Matanza,  they  turned  to  the  Right,  and 
leaving  on  the  Left  all  the  Lucaye  Iflands,  amongft  which  is 
Bahama,  This  is  what  they  call  the  Old  Channel  oi  Bahama, 
It  has  Water  enough  for  the  largeft  Ships,  but  there  are  fo  many 
Sands  in  it,  that  at  prefent  none  but  fmall  VefTels  dare  venture 
into  it. 
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After  we  were  come  to  the  Height  of  thirty  Degrees,  thirty- 
^^^  one  Minutes,  our  Pilots  judged  themfelves 
enough  to  the  Eaft,  to  be  in  .no  Di^nger  on 
making  the  South,  of  running  on  any  of  the 
Shoals  I  mentioned.  So  they  c  nfidently  run 
a  few  Days  we  made  a  great  deal  of  Way, 
failing  on  a  Sea  always  fine,  and  carried  hy  the  Trade  Win<^. 
The  27th  of  Auguft,  at  eight  in  the  Morning,  the  Sailor,  who 
was  upon  the  Watch  on  the  Round-Top,  cried  out  Land,  which 
caufed  a  great  deal  of  Joy,  but  it  was  of  fliort  Continuance  ; 
for  the  bailor  coming  down,  they  a&ed  him  if  the  Land  was 
high,  and  he  replied  that  it  was  very  low,  fo  of  Cpnfequence  it 
could  only  be  one  of  the  Caiquisy  or  the  TurM  IJlands. 

We  were  alfo  very  fortunate  in  having;  difcovered  them  by 
Day,  for  wc  had  infallibly  been  wrecked  if  e  had  come  upon 
them  in  the  Night,  and  no  Perfon  had  efcaped,  becaufe  tnefe 
Iflands  have  no  Strands,  and  the  greateft  Part  of  them  are  bor- 
dered with  Shoals,  which  advance  far  into  .the  Sea,  and  which 
are  divided  by  little  Channels  j  where  there  is  not  Water  enough 
for  Boats.  On  the  other  Hand  they  are  very  low,  and  we  cannot 
perceive  them  at  Night,  till  we  are  upon  them. 

But  we  were  not  fafe  becaufe  we  had  difcovered  the  Danger : 

«. .«    .  .  The  Land  before  us  appeared  to  be  a  pret|/ 

Difficulties  je    ^         j^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^NOQ^t^  in  foa^e 

muere  under  on  dtj-     pj^^^^  .  ^^^^  ^^^^  us  judge,  that  it  wast^e 

'umng  Land,  ^^^^^  Caique,  of  Confequence,  that  wc  we|:e 

forty  or  fifty  Leagues  too  much  to  the  Weft.     To  gain  our  pro- 

,per,Loijgitude,  we  muft  have  gone  up  again  to  tjie  North  above 

two  or  three  hundred  Leagues,  which  would.certainly  have  taken 

up, five  or  fix  Weeks  Navigation,  and  we  had  fcarce  Water  and 

Provifions  enough  to  ferve  us  for  fifteen  Days,  with  great  Oeco- 

nomy.  The  Captain  was  greatly  embarraffed  ;^  he.  £aw.  the  Faults 

of  his  Pilots,  and  might  blame  himfelf  for  having  depended  too 

muclx  upon  thejn,  for  nothavjng  taken  O|)fervations  hri^felf  abpve 

'\  two  or  three  Times,  and  for  having  always  preferred  the  Reckcra- 

.ing  of  the  fecond  Pilot,  a  very  prefumptuous  and  blundering 

young  Fellow,  to  that  of  the  firll,  who  was  more  experienced ai^ 

.ikilful,  and  who  had  never  approved  their  Manoeuvre. 

Neverthelefs  they  were  obliged  to  take  fome  R^folution  im- 

n  r/    •       mediately  :  A  Guft  of  Wind  from  the  North, 

fThe  Refilution     ^^^^  ^^^j^  ^^^^  fqrprized  us,   and  thrown 

^  they  take.  ^^  ^^  jj^g^g  j^^  Coafts,  would  infallibly  have 

dellroyed  us.    But  as  they  could  take  no.  RefoluUon  which  had 

not   its   Inconveniejicy,  the   Captain  would  have   the   Advice 

of  every  Body.  Some  were  for  making  thebeil  Way  to  Carolina, 

where  we  ipight  arrive  in  ten  or  twelve  Days,  and  buy  Prgvi- 

C  c  c  fions. 
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fions.  This  Advice  was  rejefled,  and  thev  followed  another, 
which  was  extremely  hazardous,  and  which  aopeared  to  me  to 
proceed  only  from  Defpair,  this  was  to  coaft  the  grand  Cat^m 
as  near  as  we  could  till  we  came  to  the  Opening ;  that  it  it  Jay, 
to  the  Separation  of  all  thefe  Shoals  from  tne  Lmcsyt  IJUtnds, 

All  the  VefTels  pafs  this  Way,  which  come  from  ^/.  Dmingo, 
to  return  to  Ffanct,  and  then  there  is  nothing  to  fear,  beuufe 
they  can  take  their  Time  to  get  out,  and  this  Paflage  being  open 
to  tne  North  Weft,  we  are  almoft  fure  of  having  favourable 
Weather  to  come  out.  But  to  enter  it  on  the  Side  where  we  were, 
we  muft  depend  on  the  North  Eaft,  and  'tis  a  great  Hazard  to 
find  this  Wind  the  Moment  it  is  wanted.  Therefore  no  Body 
that  we  know,  has  ever  yet  attempted  this  Paflage.  In  Ihort  they 
jrefolved  to  run  all  Hazards,  and  they  approached  the  Grand 
CaijMt, 

At  two  in  the  Afternoon  we  were  but  a  good  Cannon-Shot  from 
n  r  J.*'  r  ^^*  >"^  ^^  ^'^  perhaps  the  firft,  who  without 
l^CA:ri//iw  jr  ^^  indifpenfable  Neceffity,  ventured  to  vifit 
tht  grand\.zv\M^,  it  fo  near  in  a  Ship.  The  Coaft  of  it  is  ne- 
verthelefs  very  fafe,  elevated,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  about 
feven  or  eight  Feet,  fometimes  a  little  more,  but  it  is  perpendi- 
cular,  and  without  any  Strand.  Its  Soil  has  not  at  all  the  Ap- 
pearance of  being  barren.  Geographers  place  it  dire£Uy  under 
the  Tropic,  which  we  could  not  verify,  becaufe  the  Weather 
was  cloudy  |  but  I  think  it  a  little  more  to  the  South,  for  there 
is  not  certainly  thfe^  iDegrees  Difference  between  this  Ifland  and 
CMeFroMfois, 

We  coafted  the  grand  Coi^Mf  till  four  in  the  Afternoon,  having 

rr  ^aj^        the  Wind  and  the  Currents  for  us.    Then 

unexpeaed^mt^  they  made  a  Sailor  go  to  the  Maft  Head,  to 
eejs  ofowrAttimpt,  obferve  what  we  had  before  us,  and  he  foon 
came  down  and  told  us  that  he  had  feen  the  End  of  the  Ifland  ; 
but  that  beyond  it  he  faw  ftill  low  Lands,  divided  by  Channels 
in  which  the  Waters  appeared  all  white.  Upon  this  Informa- 
tion, we  judged  proper  to  change  our  Courie,  and  we  fteered 
North  North  Eaft.  At  Midnight  we  made  the  South  South 
Eaft,  and  it  looked  as  if  the  Wind  turned  as  we  would  have  it ; 
but  it  was  very  weak,  and  the  Currents  carried  us  with  fo  much 
Violence  to  the  Weft,  that  at  Day-break  the  low  Lands  and  the 
Sands,  which  the  Evening  before  were  fo  far  a  Head  of  us,  were 
almoft  as  much  behind ;  and  the  Paflage  which  we  fought  began 
to  open  itfelf. 

This  was  the  decifive  Moment  of  our  Fate,  and  what  gave  us 
ood  Hopes,  waa  that  the  Wind  inclined  by  Degrees  to  theNorth- 

aft.  At  eleven  o'clock  we  made  the  South  Eaft  and  by  South, 
foon  after  the  South  Eaft  :  But  the  Currents  carried  us  fo  much 

out 
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-IvttM  Obfer»»tion.  «nd  *« .:" Hour's  Time  vw  had  cl««*o 
all  our  Coun*''*^"^*^"  u  to  what  happen*  to  thofc  An^ 

!^ch  they  teftote  Life  oy  .     m  i« 

SflA.    .  .  ,„  fl.„er  ourfelve.  that  we  Ihottld  be 

^e  did  not  dare  yet  to  Batter  ot       windward  of  u..  bat 

'''"^i'^^rp^^^atta^";»^wj»tw^^^^^^ 

ff  tW  (hottld  attack  tts,  wnVeffelofone 
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LETTER    XXXV. 

Dtftriptiomof  Qkt^  pRANcofs  in  St.  Domingo.     Meturn  to 
France,  /anting  in  England. 


Mad 


AM, 


Rouen,  January  5. 


I  Was  but  one  Day  at  Ho'vre,  becaufe  I  would  not  mifi  the 
Coach  for  Rouent  and  I  came  here  to  reft  myfelf  at  my  Eafe, 
after  the  longed  and  moft  fatiguing  Voyage  I  ever  made.  But 
it  is  now  over,  and  I  am  going  to  take  Advantage  for  the  little 
Leifurc  I  have  left,  while  I  wait  for  the  Coach  for  Parist  to 
finifh  the  Account  of  my  Adventures  for  thefe  two  Years  and 
half  that  I  have  been  wandering  through  thfe  World. 

Cape  Francois  of  St.  Domingo^  from  whence  my  laft  Letter  was 
n  r  •*,*•       c     dated,  is  one  of  the  Ports  of  all  Ameritat 

cZrvr     Z  ^^      where  the  French  have   the   greateft   Com- 
i^ape  rrancois.  »..  •  1    r      1  •         l  .     u 

.  '^  '  merce.    It  is,  properly  ipeaking,  but  a  Bay, 

which  is  not  quite  a  League  deep,  and  the  Opening  of  it  is  ve- 
ry wide  :  But  this  Opening  is  full  of  Sand  Banks,  between 
which  we  cannot  fail  with  too  much  Caution.  To  enter  it  we 
muft  take  to  the  Right  along  a  Point,  where  there  is  a  Redoubt 
and  fome  Guns ;  but  it  is  ^e  Cuftom  before  we  engage  our- 
felves  in  thefe  narrow  Paflcs,  where  two  Ships  cannot  go  a- 
breaft,  to  call  a  Pilot  from  the  Fort  j  and  leaft  the  Denre  of 
faving  a  Piftole,  which  we  muft  give  him,  (hould  endanger  the 
Lives  of  the  whole  Ship's  Company,  it  has  been  wifely  order- 
ed, that,  even  though  we  ihould  enter  without  his  Auiftance, 
we  fhould  nevcrthelefs  pay  the  Pilot. 

The  Town  is  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Bay  on  the  Right.  It  is 
not  cent  atrable,  becaufe  almofl:  all  that  are  not  Artizans,  Shop- 
keepers, Soldiers,  or  Publicans,  live  in  the  Plain,  >  as  much  at 
leaft  as  the  Service  permits  it  to  the  Officers,  Executibii  0f  JUf- 
tice  to  the  Magiftrates,  and  the  Bufmefs  of  Commerce  to  tnofe 
who  are  concerned  in  it ;  t^at  is  to  fay  t  almoft  all  the  People  of  a 
better  Rank  who  are  in  this  Place :  So  that  to  fee  the  Beau  Monde, 
we  muft  go  into  the  Country.  And  indeed  nothing  is  more  charm- 
ing than  the  Plain  and  the  Vallies  which  are  between  the  Moun- 
tains. The  Houfes  are  not  ftately,  but  they  are  neat  and  conveni- 
ent. The  Highways  are  laid  out  by  a  Line,  of  a  handfome  Breadth, 
bordered  with  Hedges  of  Lemon  Trees,  and  fometimes  planted 
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■with  large  Trees,  and  from  Space  to  Space  cut  by  Brooks  of 
clear  Water,   cool,   and  very  wholcfomc.     All  the  Habitations 
appear  well  cultivated,  and  they  are  really  very  beautiful  Country 
Houfcs.     We  fee  every  where  an  Air  of  Plenty,  which  is  very 
pleafing. 

This  Plain   is    at  the  North  Weft  End  of  the  famous  f^ega- 
nr  iL    PI  •     r    ^'^^*  which  is  fo  much  fpoken  of  in  llic  Spa- 
C  DC  "'^  Hiftorics  of  St.  Domiftgo,  which  tliey  af- 

'       P  *  firm  to  be  80  Leagues  long  ;  and  which,  as 

the  famous  Bifhop  de  Chiappe,  Bartholomevj  de  las  Cafas^  pretends, 
is  watered  by  twenty-five  thoufand  Rivers.  Great  Names  coll 
the  Spaniards  nothing  ;  thefe  pretended  Rivers  arc  for  the  moft 
Part  only  little  BrooKs,  the  Number  of  which  are  really  incre- 
dible, and  which  would  make  of  this  Royal  Plain  fomcthing 
more  charming  and  more  delightful  than  the  Valley  of  Tempe^  io 
boafted  ai  by  the  Greeks^  if  it  was  not  under  the  torrid  /one. 
There  are  alfo  fome  Parts  of  it  where  the  Air  is  v^xy  wholefome, 
and  the  Heat  fupportable  :  Such  is  that  where  the  Town  of 
St.  Ja^o  tie  loi  CavnlUrcs  is  built  ;  and  we  may  fay  the  fame 
Thing  of  the  Valiies  which  are  between  the  Mountains,  rvith 
which  the  Plain  of  the  Cape  is  bordered  on  the  South.  They 
begin  to  be  peopled,  and  they  will  foon  be  more  fo  than  thq 
Plain  itfelf,  becaufe  they  fee  few  People  fick  here  ;  and  ihofe 
who  come  hither  from  other  Parts,  recover  in  a  fhort  Time  of 
Diftempers,  when  all  Manner  of  Remedies  have  proved  inef- 
feftual. 

I  vifitcd  all  the  Habitations   that   are    nearoll  the    Town, 
^.^  but  I  had  not  Leifure  to  make  many  Obfer- 

Uii/er'vatwm.  y^tjo^s.^  Moreover,  during  the  Day,  the 
Heat  was  extreme  ;  and  in  the  Evening,  as  foon  as  the  Sun 
was  fet,  the  Muflcetoes,  and  other  Flies  of  that  Kind,  did  not 
permit  me  to  walk  about  long.  Thefe  little  Infedls  particu- 
larly attack  new  Comers,  whofe  Skin  is  tendereft,  and  their 
Blood  frefheft.  They  aiTured  me,  that  in  the  Spanijh  Part  of  the 
Ifland  they  are  free  from  thii  Inconvenience  j  but  to  make 
Amends,  we  have  no  venomous  Serpents,  and  they  have  many. 
They  alio  obferved  to  me,  that  excepting  Lettice,  all  Sorts  of 
Garden  Herbs  and  Roots  muft  be  renewed  every  Year  in  thii 
IJland  with  Seeds  from  Europe, 

What  I  found  here  moft  curious,  were  the  Sugar  Mills.  I 
Ihall  fty  nothing  of  them,  becaufe  Father  Lahat  has  defcribe4 
them  much  better  than  I  can.  After  Sugar,  the  grcateft  Richci 
of  this  Colony  is  Indigo,  of  which  the  fame  Author  has  alf6 
treated  very  particularly.  This  Plant  has  an  irreconcileable  Ene- 
my, and  which  is  much  more  detrimental  to  it  than  Darnel"  to 
our,  Wheat.    This  is  an  Herb  v.hich  th?y  call   Mal-nommee% 

and 
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and  which,  as  it  grows  out  of  the  Ground,  bears  a  Seed,  which 
it  fcatters  eveiy  where.  It  grows  in  a  Tuft ;  and  by  its  Balk, 
and  its  prodigious  Fruitfulnefs,  it  To  choaks  the  Indigo,  that  it 
kills  it ;  fo  that  when  it  has  made  the  leaft  Progrefs  ia  a  Field, 
it  is  entirely  loft,  and  they  mull  plant  another. 

The  Coails  of  St.  Domingo  have  not  Plenty  of  Fifh ;  but  if 

D        z       «A      ^^^y  Z9  ^  ^^'^^^  °^^  ^°  ^^^>  ^^y  ^^^  ^^^  Sorts. 

/ffw«"*  on  the  ^g  catched,  efpeciaUy  comin*  from  Uuifi^ 
Lioraaoes.  ^^^  many  Doradoesf  on  which    our  Sailors 

pretend  to  have  made  a  oretty  fingular  Remark,  which  is,  that 
when  they  take  this  Fim  in  the  Increafe  of  the  Moon,  the  Flefh 
of  it  is  firm,  and  of  an  exquiiite  Tafte  ;  whereas,  if  they  take  it 
in  the  Dccreafe  of  the  Moon,  it  is  infipid,  its  Flefh  has  no 
Confiflence,  and  is  like  Meat  that  is  boiled  to  lUgs.  It  is  cer- 
tain, that  we  experienced  both  in  the  different  Times  before- 
mentioned  ;  but  that  this  happens  always,  and  that  the  Moon  is 
the  Caufe  of  it,  is  what  I  will  by  no  Means  afHrm. 

We  departed  from  Cane  Francois  the  25  th  of  SepfmBer  in  a. 

^  ^         Mercnant  Ship  of  Havret  named  Louis  de 

Ueparture  jprom  bourbon,  commanded  by  one  of  the  moft  fkiU 
Cape  tm^\^  f„i  Navigators  that  I  have  known  :  But  we 
had  fc^e  got  t0  Sea,  when  we  difcovered  two  Leaks  in  her  ;  fo 
that  during  air  the  PaiTage,  which  was  ninety-two  Days,  they 
were  obliged  to  pump  Night  and  Monang ;  which,  added  to 
the  Want  of  Provifions,  though  they  had  taken  in  Plenty,  but 
which  they  never  hufbanded  for  the  firft  Month,  wis  the  Caufe 
that  our  Captain  was  feveral  Times  on  the  Point  of  ftoppine  at 
the  Jxoret,  We  had  been  ftill  more  embarrafTed,  if^we  had 
gone  into  the  Snare  that  was  laid  for  us  bv  a  Captain  of  an 
£ngUfl>S\ii^t  whom  we  met  half  Way  in  our  PafTa^. 

He  came  out  of  Jamaica  with  a  Fleet,  of  which  he  was  at 

-..  .  .     firft,  as  he  faid,  the  beft  Sailor ;    but  as  in 

V    Tl  ?[1     loading    »»«    Ship,    he  was  fo  imprudent 
an  Englifh  Ship,     ^    ^^    j^^^^   ^jj     ,^.3    p^vifions    in    one 

Place,  it  happened  that  by  Degrees  as  they  were  confumed,  the 
Veflel  lofing  its  Equilibrium,  loft  by  little  and  little  the  Ad- 
vantage that  it  had  over  the  reft,  and  at  laft  remained  a  great 
Way  behind  the  Fleet.  We  fell  in  with  him  in  Reality  sdone, 
and  making  fo  little  Way,  that  in  Comparifon  of  him  our  Ship, 
which  was  far  from  being  an  extraordinary  Sailor,  went  like  a 
Bird  s  >nd  he  was  afraid  that  his  Provifions  would  entirely  fail 
before  he  could  arrive  in  England*  He  told  us  the  Trouble  he 
was  in,  and  to  explain  it  the  better  to  us,  he  invited  himfelf  to 
^ne  on  board  us.  Thev  replied  that  he  fhould  be  welcome, 
and  onr  Captain  orderca  fome  of  our  Sails  to  be  fuded  to  wal; 
for  Um. 
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While  we  were  at  Dinner,  he  turned  the  Difcourfc  on  our 
Route,  and  aflced  ns  whereabouts  we  thought  ourfelves.  The 
Captain  flbewed  his  Account  of  the  Day  beK>re,  and  he  appear- 
ed furprifed  at  it.  He  aflured  us  that  we  were  two  hundred 
Leagues  forwarder  than  we  reckoned,  which  he  endeavoured  to 
prove  by  the  laft  Land  he  had  feen.  This  gave  great  Pleafure 
to  the  greateft  Part  of  our  People,  who  were  already  very  much 
tired  of  fo  long  a  Voyage,  being  continually  obliged  to  contend 
with  violent  Winds,  and  a  ftormy  Sea,  in  a  very  crazy  Ship. 
Sttt  I  had  ibme  Sufpicion  that  the  EngUJh  Captain  faid  he  was 
fo  far  advanced,  only  that  he  might  engage  us  to  let  him  have 
fome  of  our  Provifions.  Our  Captain,  to  whom  I  communi- 
cated  my  Sufpicion,  told  me  he  had  the  fame  Thought,  and 
contented  himfelf  with  well  treating  his  Gueil,  and  eluded 
his  Demand.  He  continued  to  fail  by  his  own  Reckoning, 
which  he  found  fo  exaA,  that  he  entered  into  the  Channel  the 
Day,  and  almoft  the  Hour,  that  a  little  before  he  faid  he  ihould 
enter  it. 

The  ad  of  December  we  entered  the  Port  of  Plymouth^  with- 

^    '     ;  ^  Dt        ^^^  ^^y  apparent  Neceifity;  but  our  Captain 
jtrrvualatY'ly     ^j^j^^^^    f^^^y^^    ^^^  ^^^^    l^yx{ynt(s     here, 
anoutii.  ^g  f^^^^  jjgj.g   jjjg    Y^xng'%    Frigate,   the 

Thetis  t  which  a  Storm  had  driven  in  herein  aihattered  Con- 
dition, tho*  it  was  the  firft  Time  of  her  coming  out  of  Havre^ 
where  ihe  was  built.  She  was  commanded  by  the  Chevalier 
Je  Fontenayt  whofe  Orders  were  to  go  to  the  American  Iflands,  in 
Purfuit  of  the  Pirates,  who  had  lately  taken  fevera]  Ships. 
As  foon  as  he  knew  I  was  in  the  Port,  he  did  me  the  Honour 
of  a  Vifit,  before  I  could  have  the  Convenience  of  going  to 
,  pay  my  RefpeAs  to  him,  and  he  carried  me  on  board  his  Ship, 
where  I  pafled  all  the  Time  very  agreeably  that  I  continued 
in  this  Port. 

Plymouth  is  one  of  the  five  ^at  Ports  of  England^  and  one  of 

D  f  'ht'       f     *^*  fineft  xn  Europe*     It  is  double,  and  be- 
uejcrtMton  oj      ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  j^^  ^^  ^^^       ^.^  nn^cr  the 

riymoutn.  ^^^^  ^^^^  Citadel.    From  thence  we  turn 

to  the  Right,  to  enter  into  the  Port  of  the  Town,  which  is 
the  finalleft,  and  from  whence  one  muft  come  out  of  the  Channel, 
and  'twas  here  the  Thetis  was  moored.  They  turn  to  the  Left 
to  enter  into  the  oUier  Port,  where  the  King  of  England^i  Ships 
are  laid  up,  over-againft  a  magnificent  Arfenal.  This  Port  ex- 
tends a  great  Way,  and  we  anchored  at  the  Entrance,  becaufe  the 
Winds  which  blow  here  aie  good  to  go  farther  up  the  Channel. 

The  Town  of  Plymouth  is  not  l&ree,  but  its  Environs,  where 
I  ufed  to  walk  often,  arc  very  pleaiant.  I  never  faw  a  better 
Country :  The  Weather  was  very  mild,  and  the  Fields  as  green 
as  in  the  Spring. 


3^4 

On  the 


An  HiJIcrlcal  Jcwrnal,  &g. 


Night  of  Chriftmas  -  D-ajt  ^after  I  ha4  celebrated 

(^,     y         .        the  three   Maffes,  we   fct  fail,  and  all  the 

.  T  T?    4T  •^'     next  Day  we  had  a  fair  Wind.     Two  Pri- 
ef  the^tigXiVa.  to     ^^^^^  ^f  ^^^^  q^^^  ^^  weigJied  Anchor  two 

€atct;  tirates.  Hours  before  us,  and  we  foon  overtook  them. 

This  furprifed  me,  becaufe  we  failed  but  poorly  ourfelves;  but 
what  furprifed  me  ftill  more  was,  that  to  fee  thcfe  two  Ships 
under  Sail,  if  I  had  not  feen  them -prepare  for  failing*  I  could 
never  have  believed  they  were  the  fame  that  appeared  fo  large 
to  me  in  the  Port ;  on  which  they  told  iae,  that  this  proceeded 
from  a  particular  Conflru<Skion  and  fetting  of  the  Sails,  which 
was  done  on  Purpofe  to  draw  Pirates  into  a  Snare,  which  in  the 
Sea  Dialeft  makes  them  call  thefe  Ships  Lubber  Traps,  In  Fadl, 
as  thfiy  fay,  the  Pirates  on  feeing  them,  judging.of  them  by  their 
Appearance,  take  them  for  Merchant  Ships,  and  purfue  them 
as  a  certain  Prey.  But  when  they  are  fo  near  as  not  to  be  able 
to  efcape  they  find  fomebody  to  talk  to,  and  are  caught  in  the 
Snare,  without  being  able  to  make  any  Refiftance :  Therefore 
the  Enilijhy  above  all  Nations,  are  moft  feared  by  Pirates,  and 
are  the  worft  ufed  by  them  when  they  fall  into  their  Hands. 
The  Night  following  'Vf;  went  through  one  of  the  moft  terri- 
ble StOiTTs  that  had  been  feen  for  a  long 
Time  in  the  Channel.  The  next  Day,  tho* 
the  Wind  was  almoft  quite  fallen,  the  Sea 
was  in  an  Agitation  enough  to  terrify  the  boldeft ;  we  {hipped 
Ibme  Seas  which  put  us  in  gr^at  Danger  :  One  cfpecially  over- 
flowed the  great  Cabin  as  I  was  beginning  to  fay  Mafs,  and 
hindered  me  from  proceeding  ;  fo  that  when  we  entered  /jrtvr<f 
de  Grace  about  Noon,  every  Body  afked  us  how  we  could  hold 
out  in  a  Storm  that  was  felt  even  in  the  Port. 

But  they  would  have  been  more  furprifed  at  our  Efcape,  when 
two  Days  after,  our  Ship  being  drawn  afhore,  they  might  have 
feen  it  drop  to  Pieces  with  Rottennefs.  This  was  the  firft  News 
that  I  heard  on  my  Arrival  here.  Judge,  Madam,  how  greatly 
our  Lives  were  expofed  in  fuch  a  Ship  in  a  Voyage  of  eighteen 
hundred  Leagues,  and  in  a  Seafon  Vv'h»n  the  Sea  is  always  in  a 
Fury  ;  and  what  Thanks  we  ought  to  return  to  GOD,  not  only 
for  having  delivered  us  from  fuch  an  imminent  Danger,  but 
alfo  for  having  concealed  from  us  the  Knowledge  of  it,  which 
alone  was  fumcient  to  have  killed  us  a  thoufand  Times  over 
with  Fear. 

/  am,  &c. 


jfrri'val  at  Hi- 
▼re  de  Grace. 
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